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THE  PATHWAY  QF  "TRUE  LIGHT." 

"  No  heights  of  guilt,  or  depths  of  sin, 
Where  His  redeem'd  have  ever  heen. 
But  sov'reign  graee  was  underneath, 
And  love  eternal,  strong  as  death."* 

The  folIowiDg  pases  were  originally  written  in  a  series  of  letters  to 
a  friend  in  Derbysnire,  without  any  intention  of  being  published, 
until  he  suggested  that  they  might,  after  a  careful  revision,  appear 
in  ^'  Zion's  Witness:"  but  as  his  time  was  too  much  taken  up  with 
business  to  transcribe  them,  at  my  request,  he  returned  them  to  me. 
I  again  looked  them  over,  and  really  wondered  how  I  could  have 
written  them.  For  the  life  of  me  I  could  not  write  them  again  ; 
therefore  I  believe  that  they  were  written  at  the  right  time,  in  the 
right  place,  and  under  the  right  circum^itances.  This  proves  to 
nie  that  there  are  times  when  we  can  and  must  write,  and  times 
when  we  have  no  power  or  inclination  to  write.  I  am  sure  that  it 
is  so,  and  the  living  in  Zion  will  bear  me  out  in  the  statement ; 
and  this  causes  me  to  have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  those  very  nice 
sermons  which  many  of  our  very  nice  preachers  can  make  and 
arrange  in  such  pleasing  order  just  when  and  where  they  like. 
These  so-called  well-got-up  or  manufactured  sermons  are  nothing 
but  the  pro<luction  of  pride  and  impertinence ;  and.  though  a  few 
of  them  may  be  sound  in  the  letter,  they  are  as  destitute  of  the 
unction,  life,  and  power  of  the  Spirit,  as  void  of  love  was  the  heart 
of  Jezebel  the  witch  when  she  vowed  vengeance  against  Elijah  the 
Prophet  I  expect  to  be  called  a  liar,  if  not  a  fool,  for  this  my 
opinion,  not  only  by  the  Arminian  and  letter  Calvinists,  but  by 
some  of  the  Lords  people;  but  notwithstanding  my  so-called 
bitterness  c^ainst  the  **good  ministers "  and  their  very  "highly 
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r«»pectable  "  congregations,  it  often  comforts  my  heart  to  think  of 
the  Lord's  choosinff  ^^  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound 
the  wisB )  and  Goa  hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to 
confound  the  things  which  are  miqhty  ;   and  base  things  of  the 
world,  and  things  which  are  despised,  hath  God  chosen,  yea,  and 
things  which  aro  not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are ;   that  no 
flesh  should  glory  in  His  presence.''    Yes,  the  thought  of  this  com- 
forts me  when  I  feel  perfect  weakness,  wretched  baseness,  absolute 
foolishness,  and  a  heart  a  sink  of  Pithiness  and  pollution*    Then  is 
Jesus  Christ,  in  His  sovereign  choice,  redeeming  love,  and  perfect 
work,  very  precious  to  my  soul ;  so  that  when  I  can  find  no  other 
ground  for  rejoicing,  it  is  sweet  to  rejoice  that  my  name  is  written 
in  heaven  (Luke  x.  20)      Well,  all  I  have  .to  say  is,  I  am  quite 
sick  of  the  religious  cant  which  is  often  to  be  met  with  in  our  daily 
papers,  "  A   most  excellent  sermon,"   "  Very  highly  respectable 
congregation,"  "  Beautiftil  prayer,"  "  Divine  service,"  &c,  &c.     I 
am  well  satisfied  that  a  little  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  religion 
of  the  day  is  <^  earthly,  sensual,  and  devilish,"  and  that  in  the  highest 
degree ;  and  it  is  a  great  mercy  when  a  poor  soul  is  enabled  bv 
divine  teaching  to  see  through  these  fooleries.     '^  Bless  the  Lord, 
O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  bless  His  holy  name,"  for 
ever  teaching  me  the  emptiness,  carnality,  and  folly  of  these  things 
which  are  so  highly  esteemed  among  men  of  every  shade  of  dead 
profession,  firom  my  lord  the  Bishop   carnal,  down  to  the  lowest 
bond*child  in  the  Wesleyan  workhouse*     I  see  nothing  but  Po^^ry, 
dead  morality,  parsonical  lordship,  solemn  mockery,  hypocritical 
sanctity,  ana  spiritual    wickedness   in  these  high  places.      The 
following  things  are  necessary  qualifications  in  every  preacher  or 
writer:    A  deep  sense  of  our  own    insufficiency,  wretchedness, 
poverty,  and  utter  helplessness :  with  a  knowledge  of  and  love  to 
the  Saviour,  in  His  righteousness,  suitability,  fulness,  and  glory ; 
and  this  can  only  be  known,  felt,  and  enjoyed  as  taught  by  the 
Spirit ;  for  He  alone  can  take  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  show 
them  unto  us,  and  lead  the  mind  into  all  saving  truth ;    and  then 
we  can  preach,  write,  or  speak  of  the  things  of  Christ,  while  such 
preaching,  writing,  and  savory  conversation,  shall  be  made  a  blessing 
to  the  hearts  of  the  election  of  grace  in  the  Lord's  time  and  wav* 
In  these  things  I  believe  I  have  the  testimony  of  the  living  in 
Zion,  in  their  daily  experience  as  well  as  my  own.      How  often  do 
we  feel  shut  up,  and  cannot  speak  one  word  in  prayer ;  no,  not  if 
that  word  would  save  our  lives  (I  mean  feelingly)  :   then  again,  at 
times,  we  feel  all  prayer,  all  praise,  and  must  come  out,  nor  can  all 
the  artillery  of  hell  gag  our  mouth.     I  have  been  in  both  spots,  and 
can  speak  feelingly  upon  the  subject.     I  can  assure  my  reader  that 
when  lam  enabled  to  pray,  it  is  when  the  Lord  has  overcome, 
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subdued,  and  melted  my  frozen  heart  with  lovingkindness  and 
tender  mercy ;  and  His  matchless  love  has  put  words  into  my  mouth : 
and  this  is  often  after  I  have  gone  through  depths  of  trouble,  dark- 
ness, deadness,  and  a  hell  ef  inward  pollution :  and  I  am  sure  that 
I  should  have  no  heart  to  return,  did  not  the  Lord  in  sovereign 
mercy  break  in  upon  me  and  hedge  up  my  way.  O  what  un- 
speakable love,  after  so  much  folly,  uncleanness,  and  rebellion ; 
and  consequent  imprisonment,  darkness,'  and  deadness,  that  some 
sweet  word,  precious  promise,  gospel  encouragement,  should  over- 
power, take  nold,  and  sweetly  draw ;  while  we,  with  shame  for 
our  conduct,  should  come  as  a  beast  before  Him.  Yes,  it  is  even 
so.  To  be  brou<;ht,  by  an  indescribable  power,  and  a  sense  of  His 
goodness,  a  faith's  view  of  His  loving  heart,  all-sufficiency  and 
suitability,  through  the  depths  of  sin,  guilt,  and  shame,  into  the 
banqueting  house,  is  not  after  the  manner  of  man.  No ;  for  this 
is  grace  indeed  in  its  riches,  glory  and  fulness.  To  expect  death 
and  damnation  for  our  folly,  sin,  and  shame,  and  meet  with  mercy, 
deliverance,  peace,  comfort,  and  blessinpr,  is  how  our  Jesus  endears 
Himself  to  our  hearts,  and  makes  Himself  known  to  our  souls,  as 
the  altogether  lovely,  and  chiefest  among  ten  thousand.  My  soul 
has  often  been  here.  This  is  holy  feeling,  spiritual  worship, 
heavenly  language,  which  the  bastards  of  Ashdod  never  knew, 
cannot  understand,  or  have  the  least  relish  for. 

I  cannot  expect  that  the  things  which  I  have  written  in  the 
following  pages  will  be  acceptable  to  the  carnal  mind,  much  less 
to  the  dead  professor ;  but  there  are  a  few  scattered  ones,  here  and 
there,  who  are  despised,  hated,  and  persecuted,  who,  by  blessed 
teaching,  know  a  little  of  the  bitters  of  life,  a  little  of  the  roughness 
of  the  way,  a  little  of  the  wiles  of  the  devil,  a  little  of  the  craft:, 
lies,  and  malice  of  his  agents,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  loving-kind- 
ness and  tender  mercy  ot  the  Lord ;  these,  I  hope,  will  find  some- 
thing helpful  to  their  souls.  Such  I  love,  for  such  I  write,  and 
such  I  know  will  look  over  the  blunders,  suck  in  the  honey,  and 
feel  a  loving  union  to  the  writer.  Should  these  receive  comfort 
from  my  poor  scribbling,  I  shall  be  abundantly  rewarded  for  all  my 
pains  and  trouble.  I  can  feelingly  tell  these  dear  souls,  and  they  can 
as  feelingly  understand  me,  that  their  many  trials,  sore  temptations, 
awful  rebellion,  felt  pollution,  and  hellish  lusts,  are  all  developed  in 
order  to  endear  a  precious  Chrigt  to  their  souls;  and  when  by  precious 
faith  they  can  take  hold  of  the  arm  of  our  Almighty  Samson,  they 
can  thrash  the  mountains,  and  slay  these  powerftil  lions :  and  then 
what  a  nest  of  gospel  honey  will  be  found  in  their  carcases.  I  say 
in  their  carcases,  not  outside :  in  the  midst  of  trouble,  temptation, 
and  sorrow,  how  sweet,  inexpressibly  sweet,  is  the  comfort,  peace, 
and  blessedness  of  the  gospel.     Now,  don't  you  find  it  so  f     Has 
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not  our  lovely  Jesus  overcome  every  «neniy  and  conquered  every 
foe  ?  Does  not  death,  sin,  the  devil,  world,  old  man,  with  all  his 
lusts  and  corruptions,  lie  conquered  at  His  dear  feet?  Has  He 
not  ^'spoiled  prmcipalities  and  powers?"  Is  not  every  sin,  lust, 
deyil,  and  man  at  His  command?  Has  He  not  said  to  each  and  to 
all,  "  So  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther?'*  Are  they  not  made 
to  work  together  for  good  to  His  own  people?  And  have  they  not 
the  blessed  privilege  to  take  hold  of  His  strength,  and  in,  by,  and 
throush  Him  to  tread  them  down,  and  sweetly  live  on  the  spoils 
gained  in  the  day  of  battle  ?  Is  not  sin,  with  every  other  foe,  with 
regard  to  the  curse,  condemnation,  and  punishment,  a  complete 
nonentity?  Are  they  not  for  ever  done  away?  And  is  it  not 
very  blessed  to  live  in  and  on  these  precious  truths?  But  1  must 
draw  this  introduction  to  a  close,  or  I  shall  never  end  my 
pathway. 

Now,  my  brother,  turn  to  the  life  and  experience  of  your  poor 
sin-distressed,  world-hated,  devil-hunted,  heart-plagued,  yet 
pardoned,  delivered,  loved,  and  eternally  saved  and  blessed 
brother. 


'*  Hath  not"God  chosen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in  faith  I"— Jambs  ii  5.  "  I  will 
also  leave  in  the  midst  of  thee  an  afflicted  and  poor  people,  and  they  shall  trust  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord." — Zeph    iii.  12, 

I  was  born  in  sin,  and  shapen  in  iniqiiity,  according  to  the  eternal 
purpose  of  God,  of  poor  parents,  at  Southwell,  Notts,  on  the  9th 
of  December,  1806,  to  see  many  sorrows,  troubles,  changes,  and 
awful  temptations ;  also,  in  the  Lord's  time,  I  was  bom  again  to 
taste  the  sweets  of  mercy,  goodness,  tender  care,  and  loving- 
kindness. 

My  father,  being  a  frame-work  knitter,  was  at  work  by  himself, 
at  the  hour  of  my  birth,  which  took  place  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  he  distinctly  heard  a  voice,  saying,  "There  it  a 
son  born  who  is  to  be  a  preacher  of  the  gospel.  This  has  been 
repeatedly  told  me  by  my  parents,  though  I  have  little  or  no  faith 
in  those  things  myself,  yet,  at  times,  it  has  made  great  impressions 
upon  me,  and  many  have  been  the  castles  that  I  have  built  in  the 
air,  fondly  hoping  that  I  should  one  day  be  »  preacher  of  no 
ordinary  ability,  especially  as  my  father  bad  predicted  me  an 
ordained  preacher  from  the  womb,  which  often  made  me  think  of 
the  following  words  of  the  Lord  to  Jeremiah :  **  Before  I  formed 
thee  in  the  belly  1  knew  thee  ;  and  before  thou  camest  forth  out 
of  the  womb  I  sanctified  thee,  and  I  ordained  thee  a  prophet  unto 
the  nations."  But  notwithstanding  my  father's  prediction  and  my 
many  fond  hopes  the  extraordinary  preacher  has  not  yet  made  hia 
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appear  nice  in  gospel  demonstration  and  power.  Thit  I  have  been 
a  preacher,  or  rather  "  prating  fool,"  is  awfully  true :  and  it  is 
equally  true  that  another  prediction  of  my  father's  has  been  verified, 
namely,  *^  A  prating  fool  shall  fall ;"  for  t  have  fallen  in  more  ways 
than  one,  *•  and  great  has  been  the  fall  thereof."  My  soul  here 
speaks  of  bitter  anguish  occasioned  by  sin,  temptation,  and  shame, 
which  the  Lord  and  my  heart  alone  are  privy  to.  O  the  riches  of 
His  grace  to  so  hell-deserving  a  wretch  ! 

I  am  told  that  I  was  the  smallest  child  ever  seen  in  Southwell ; 
so  much  SO)  that  they  could  put  me  into  a  quart  jug  I  was  also 
very  weak  and  sickly  This  1  have  experienced  smce  in  more  w  lys 
than  one,  and  mucn  to  my  sorrow ;  and  I  believe  that  many  of  the 
elect  of  God  have  somethmg  out  of  order  in  nature  which  is  the 
means  of  embittering  their  lives ;  and  yet  this  shall  one  dny  prove 
to  be  among  their  sweetest  mercies,  though  it  may  seem  a  strange 
thing  to  the  swift  and  strong. 

Well,  there  was  a  person  hj  the  name  of  James  Maul,  with  whom 
my  father  worked,  who  possessed  some  property.  This  man  took 
a  fancy  to  the  poor  little  sickly  infant,  and  told  my  parents  that  if  they 
would  call  my  name  James,  after  him,  he  would  put  me  in  his  will 
for  one  hundred  pounds  (£);  and  my  father  not  liking  to  lose  so 
handsome  a  fortune  for  his  little  son,  acceeded  to  liis  request. 
Hence  the  origin  of  my  name.  But  as  I  did  not  seem  likely  to 
live,  my  father  induced  the  old  gentleman  to  allow  my  elder  brother 
to  supersede  me  in  his  will :  and  yet  it  so  happened,  according  to  . 
the  eternal  purpose  of  Tlim,  wno  worketh  all  things  after  the 
counsel  of  His  own  will,  that  I  did  live,  both  in  nature  and  in  grace, 
not  only  in  union  to  Adam,  but  in  union  with  Christ ;  and,  in  the 
appointed  time,  to  believe  to  the  saving  of  my  soul.  Instead  of 
enjoying  the  hundred  pounds  (^100),  I  knew  what  it  was  to  be 
experimentally  poor  and  afflicted,  according  to  that  promise  of  our 
God  and  father — ^'I  will  also  leave  in  the  midst  of  thee  an 
afflicted  and  poor  people,  and  they  shall  trust  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.'*  These  words  have  often  been  a  sweet  morsel  to  my  soul 
in  the  midst  of  many  hardships  and  trying  seasons  of  poverty ;  in 
affliction  and  persecution ;  and  how  blessed  it  is  when,  like  Moses, 
we  "  choose  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than 
to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season."  Yes,  it  is  '*  an  afflicted 
and  poor  people ;"  "  not  many  rich,  not  many  mighty,  not  many 
noble ;"  for  "  God  hath  chosen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in 
faith."  This  is  where  the  channel  of  grace  runs  in  all  its  sovereignty, 
riches  and  glory ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding,  the  devil  has  persuaded 
many  of  our  rich  religionists,  who  have  a  little  skin-deep  morality, 
that  they  are  the  omy  cues  on  the  highway  to  glory;  but  the 
Word  declares  that  it  is  the  poor  who  have  the  gospel  preached  to 
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them  in  its  dew,  unction,  and  power.     "  Blessed  are  ye  poor !" 


Poor  and  afflicted,  in  diBtress, 
They  feel  their  shame  and  nakedness. 
Poor  and  afflicted ,  makes  them  cry 
To  Him  who  hears  the  moomer's  sigh. 


Poor  and  afflicted,  they  shall  taste 
The  riches  of  redeeming  grace- 
Poor  and  afflicted,  they  shall  rise 
To  dwell  with  Jesns  in  the  skies. 


I  can  remember  nothing  particular  until  I  reached  the  age  of  five 
years,  except  that  I  was  uncommonly  lively  and  full  of  childish 
tricks;  but  in  the  winter  of  1811-12,  I  had  the  scarlet  fever,  in 
which  affliction  I  lost  my  bearing.  This  I  often  think  the  greatest 
affliction  I  ever  had,  as  the  effects  of  it  run  through  the  whole  of 
my  life.  I  also  think  it  one  of  my  greatest  mercies ;  but  this  will 
be  seen  in  after  days.  Another  painful  circumstance  connected 
with  this  affliction  was  it  caused  a  stammering  in  my  speech,  the 
effects  of  which  have  not  left  me  to  this  day.  So  bad  was  my 
speech,  that  I  became  the  laughing  stock  of  the  streets,  which  often 
grieved  me  much ;  but  I  could  no  more  avoid  stammerring  than  I 
could  desist  from  breathing.  My  father  would  often  be  very  cross 
with  me,  and  try  to  get  me  to  speak,  but  not  a  word  could  I  get 
out.  O  the  troubles,  trials,  temptations,  and  sorrows  that  have 
fallen  to  my  lot  through  this  affliction  !  How  has  my  heart  risen  in 
wrath  and  indignation  against  my  Maker,  preserver,  and  only 
friend,  the  God  of  all  my  mercies,  on  account  of  it  1  What  a 
damper  has  it  been  to  all  my  earthly  enjoyments !  O  how  cutting 
to  my  proud  and  carnal  nature  !  In  after  days,  when  I  should  have 
been  delighted  to  have  heard  the  gospel  preached,  and  held  com- 
munion with  the  saints,  how  has  my  heart  fretted  against  the 
Lord  1  I  have  thought  Him  unkind  and  even  cruel ;  and  have 
reasoned  with  myself  in  this  way:  What  profit  should  I  derive, 
what  good  I  might  do,  and  how  pleasant  my  life,  were  it  not  for 
this  deafness ;  but  all  such  reasoning  is  in  pride  and  ignorance, 
therefore  only  carnal  and  fleshly;  and  since  I  have  been  instructed 
in  the  Lord's  leadings  and  dealings,  I  have  realized  the  greatest 
mercies  in  the  greatest  afflictions,  straits,  and  difficulties,  however 
humbling  has  been  the  fiery  ordeal  or  trying  and  severe  the  pro- 
cess to  flesh  and  blood.  I  was  not  so  deaf  then  as  now,  although  I 
believe  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  hear  a  sermon  throughout  in 
my  life.  I  have  tried  many  things  to  cure  my  deafness,  but  to  no 
purpose ;  for,  like  the  poor  woman  in  the  Gospel,  I  only  grew 
worse.  This  I  have  also  proved  in  another  sense,  even  in  spiritual 
matters ;  for  I  have  spent  much  time,  given  great  attention,  parted 
with  not  a  little  money,  for  the  cause  of  these  physicians  of  no  value, 
falsely  called  eminent  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  who  neither  feel  nor 
know  anything  «*  of  the  afflictions  of  Joseph,"  nor  the  plague  of 
their  own  hearts ;  therefore  these  dumb  dogs,  instead  of  affording 
me  the  least  comfort  or  help,  have  soured  me  out  with  broken  bones, 
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broken  judgment,  and  broken  peace,  which  I  believe  I  shall  feel 
the  effects  of  down  to  the  grave.  The  Lord  deliver  and  spare  His 
people  from  being  so  entraped  and  beguiled  by  these  wolves  in 
sheep's  clothing. 

I  believe  now  that  everything  connected  with  my  hearing,  with 
all  the  pain,  bitterness  of  spirit,  and  carnal  disappointment,  have 
fallen  out  in  time,  place,  and  circumstances,  exactly  in  accordance 
with  the  eternal  covenant ;  therefore  they  are  covenant  mercies, 
and  my  soul  has  blesed  the  Lord  for  them.  But  more  of  this 
hereafter. 

The  summer  following  my  scarlet  fever  affliction  I  was  one  day 
playing  with  the  dust  in  the  street,  with  my  foot  in  the  rut,  when 
a  cart,  laden  with  bricks,  passed  over  it  An  old  man  picked  roe 
up,  and  carried  me  home,  where  I  was  laid  by  for  some  weeks. 
Tnis  was  the  first  sad  effect  of  my  deafness,  and  another  link  in  the 
chain  of  providence,  and  one  of  the  all  things  which  work  together 
for  geod.  **  Why,"  says  blind  reason,  **  how  can  that  be  ?"  £ideed 
I  cannot  say,  but  if  it  did  not  appear  to  result  in  any  real  good,  it 
may  have  saved  me  from  sometmng  far  worse,  therefore  I  cannot 
call  it  a  misfortune.  I  must  put  it  down  as  one  of  thos^  things 
which  I  could  not  possibly  do  without :  and  at  the  same  time  I 
beg  to  inform  Mr.  Luck,  Chance,  and  t^e  devil^  that  they  are 
three  notorious  liars.  How  long  my  lameness  lasted  I  cannot  now 
remember,  and  how  it  was  that  my  foot  was  not  completely  crushed 
I  cannot  say,  unless  it  was  on  account  of  the  dust  being  so  deep ; 
but  whatever  the  immediate  cause  might  have  been,  I  must  resolve 
it  into  the  lovingkindness  of  Him  whose  name  is  Mercy. 

*T  was  mercy,  covenant  mercy,  found  me. 

My  faith  now  knows  the  reason  why : 
She  cast  her  loving  arms  around  me, 

Then  hrought  me  home  and  laid  me  by. 

{To  he  Continued.) 
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Once  more,  beloved  of  and  in  the  Lord,  we  are  privileged  to 
address  you  upon  the  occasion  of  commencing  another  volume  of 
our  periodical,  and  we  heartily  hope  that  the  dear  Lord,  who  loved 
"Us  and  gave  Himself  for  us,  may  indite,  by  His  Spirit,  a  few  things 
touching  Himself,  who  is  King  in  Jeshurun,  m  this  our  yearly 
address.  Those  of  our  readers  who  are  spiritually  instructed  are 
well  aware  that  however  truthfully  we  may  write,  and  however 
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attentiyelv  they- may  read,  all  will  prove  vain  and  futile  unless  the 
Lord  is  pleased  to  put  life  and  love,  light  and  spirit,  into  the  com- 
munication :  so  that  if  He  graciously  blesses  us  in  writing,  and  our 
readers  in  reading.  He  will  secure  glory  to  His  name,  and  we  shall 
realise  warmth  of  heart  and  comfort  of  soul.  To  Him  alofle  then 
we  would  look  for  a  blessing,  and  sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  not 
be  disappointed. 

"  I  change  not !"  Beloved,  how  true  it  is  that  He  changeth  not. 
Were  He  to  change,  what  would  become  of  us  ?  Fickle,  wayward, 
and  foolish  as  we  are,  He  changes  not  He  still  remembers  that 
we  are  dust.  He  well  knew  what  we  should  prove ;  but  it  could 
not  interfere  with  the  sameness  of  His  mind,  the  fixedness  of  His 
purpose,  the  unalterableness  of  His  well-ordered  covenant,  or  the 
stability  of  His  eternal  throne  of  grace  and  glory.  His  counsel 
stands.  His  pleasure  is  performed;  and  His  purposes  are  carried 
out :  none  can  stay  His  hand,  or  say ,  What  doest  thou  ?  He  giveth 
no  account  of  His  matters.  He  is  in  one  mind  concerning  His 
Church,  and  none  can  turn  Him  against  His  body,  the  fulness  of 
Him  who  filleth  all  in  all.  His  own  He  loved,  rfis  own  He  ever 
cares  for,  and  His  own  shall  never  be  forsaken  or  injured.  His 
Church  is  His  possession.  His  bride  His  jewel.  His  people  His  in- 
heritance, and  His  children  His  ownbelcved  family.  His  love  en- 
circles all.  His  life  runs  through  all.  His  light  illumines  all.  His 
power  works  within  all.  His  grace  humbles  and  enriches  all,  and 
matchless  mercy  overpowers  and  overcomes  all  the  living  members 
of  His  body,  the  sheep  of  His  pasture,  and  the  people  of  ^His  care. 
He  loved  His  elect  before  time,  blesses  them  through  time,  and 
receives  them  to  Himself  when  their  time  is  ended,  breath  is  wasted, 
powers  have  failed,  and  soul  is  separated  from  its  clay  tabernacle. 
Then  mortality  is  finally  swallowed  up  of  life,  death  in  victory,  sin 
in  blood,  debts  in  payment,  war  in  peace,  and  the  living  child  goes 
to  his  loving  Father,  the  sinner  to  His  gracious  Saviour,  the  bride 
to  her  glorious  Bridegroom,  and  the  sheep  to  its  watchful  Shep- 
herd. 

"  0  glorious  hour  !  0  blest  abode  I 
I  shall  be  near  and  like  my  God  ! 
And  flesh  and  sense  no  more  control 
The  glowing  pleasures  of  my  soul." 

*I  c!iange  not."    Can  it  be  said  of  any  creature,  however  excellent; 
any  personage,  however  exalted;  any  friend,  however  loving;  or  any 

garent,  however  doting ;  that  they  cnange  not?  We  are  told  that  a 
lend  loveth  at  all  times,  but  have  we  met  with  that  friend  in 
nature?  We  answer  emphatically  No  !  Have  we  a  reader  who  can 
lay  claim  to  this  feature  of  friendship  ?  In  no  wise.  Our  love  to 
and  for  each  other,  like  this  ocean,  eobs  and  flows :  like  the  moon. 
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continues  to  wax  and  wane.  But  not  so  our  blessed  Friend  and 
Brother;  for  He  love  that  all  times.  He  alone  can  say,  **  I  change 
not,"  His  delights  were  with  the  sons  of  men  befoie  time,  aud 
His  delights  remain  unchanged  through  time.  His  bride  He 
loves,  and, 

"  'Tis  His  delight  to  make  her  hlest, 
And  live  upon  His  love.*' 

This  love  is  unchanged  and  unchanging  love ;  for  God  Himself  is 
love ;  and  we  read,  ^^  He  will  rest  in  His  love,**  He  also  calls  His 
Church  His  love,  and  says,  "  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love ;  there  is 
no  spot  in  thee."  Why  ?  "  The  King's  daughter  is  all-glorious 
within "  His  heart,  all-secure  in  His  bands.  No  evil  shall  befall 
her,  no  plague  come  nigh  her  dwelling.  Why  ?  "  O  Ix)rd,  thou 
hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all  generations ;"  *^  and  he  that 
dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God :"  for  *'  God  is  love."  This  love 
shed  abroad  in  our  heart  is  having  life,  and  having  it  more  abun  * 
dantly.  It  is  being  strengthened  by  the  Spirit's  m^ht  in  the  Inner 
Man  Christ  Jesus.  Christ  is  life,  love,  and  light  To  be  spiritually 
enlightened,  is  to  have  Christ  the  light  in  our  mind ;  to  be  the 
living  in  Jerusalem,  is  to  have  Christ  our  life  in  our  soul ;  to  be 
loving  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord,  is  to  have  Christ  our  love 
shed  abroad  in  our  heart ;  so  that  we  have  no  light  but  Christ,  no 
life  but  Christ,  no  love  but  Christ.  Hence  says  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  Paul,  "  For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ"  Christ  told  John  that  He 
was  the  "  Alpha  and  Ome^a ;"  so  that  He  is  before  all  things,  and 
beyond  all  things,  that  in  ail  things  He  might  have  the  preeminence. 
The  Word  of  God  says,  "  He  who  hath  the  Son,  hath  life ;  he 
who  hath  not  the  Son  of  God,  hath  not  life."  Life,  then,  is  the 
great  and  infallible  test  of  childship.  To  be  bound  in  the 
bundle  of  life  with  Christ  is  to  be  eternally  secure  and  safe.  Love 
binds  us,  life  invigorates  us.  The  Father  is  love,  the  Son  is  love, 
the  Spirit  is  love ;  and  this  three-fold  cord  of  love  is  not  to  be 
broken  by  sin,  dissolved  by  death,  sundered  by  the  flesh,  snapt  by 
the  world,  or  loosened  by  our  unworthiness ;  for 

'*  The  cause  of  love  was  in  Himself, 
And  in  Him  we'll  rejoice." 

Worthiness  in  us  apart  from  Christ  the  great  Jehovah  never  ex^ 
pected  and  never  looks  for.  He  knows  that  in  our  flesli  dwelleth 
no  good  thing,  and  that .  our  old  man  was  crucified  with  Christ. 
Therefore  the  body  of  sin  is  destroyed;  but  the  bo3y  of  Christ  is 
indestructible.  What  does  He  say  to  the  members  of  His  body  ? 
"Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also."  If  the  Head,  who  is  the  life, 
lives  in  the  body  of  His  'Church,  and  throughout  each  member 
comprising  that  body,  how  can  one  member  perish  ?     *<  The  blood. 
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which  IS  the  life  thereof,"  continually  flows  to  each  m^nber  qnick- 
ened  together  with  Himself:  and  if  the  Great  Jehovah  sees  the 
blood  of  Christ,  He  beholds  the  life  of  His  Church ;  and  He  cannot 
see  the  blood  of  Christ  without  seeing  the  person  of  Christ,  because 
the  blood  is  the  lifi^  and  the  life  is  Christ.  The  literal  flesh 
that  we  eat  produces  blood  or  life,  and  the  spiritual  flesh  of  Christ 
which  we  eat  by  faith  sustains  life ;  so  that  Christ  is  the  flesh  of 
ife  and  Christ  is  the  blood  of  life,  and  Christ  is  our  life ; 

"  And  while  He  liyes,  we  ne*er  can  die ; 
For  we  are  Hi*  by  covenant  tie." 

Ye  children  of  God,  do  you  feel  the  life-blood  flow,  the  living  love 
glow,  and  the  holy  fire  burn  ?  If  so,  there  is  no  condemnation  and 
no  separation*  Indeed  you  are  united  to  Christ,  one  with  Christ, 
and  cannot  live  without  Christ  And  shall  we  say  more  ?  He 
cannot  live  without  you-  "  Father,  I  will  that  they  also  whom 
thou  hast  given  me  be  with  me  where  I  am  f  and  His  will  cannot 
fail,  His  purpose  cannot  alter.  His  mind  cannot  turn.  If  it  be 
His  will  that  all  that  the  Father  gave  Him  be  with  Him,  He  will 
see  to  it  that  they  shall  be  no  where  else,  and  for  no  one  else ;  for, 
says  He,  **  They  shall  be  mine  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my 
jewels  or  choicest  treasure."  If  He  lovingly  calls  them  His  own. 
He  will  graciously  own  them  in  all  places,  love  them  under  all 
circumstances,  and  bring  them  through  all  difiiculties.  Try  them 
to  the  quick  He  mav,  put  them  in  the  furnace  He  will,  toss  them 
as  with  a  tempest  He  frequently  does;  but  what  is  it  all  for? 

*'  All  to  make  them 
Sick  of  self  and  fond  of  Him." 

Not  a  hair  of  their  head  can  perish ;  for  He  says,  "  I  the  Lord  do 
keep  it."  Keep  it  He  does,  keep  it  He  will,  keep  it  He  must:  **for 
He  cannot  deny  Himself;"  and  "  He  that  loveth  His  wife,  loveth 
Himself:"  **  This  is  a  great  mystery,  but  I  speak  concerning  Christ 
and  His  Church ;"  for  they  are  one. 

*'  Yes,  we  are  one,  she  cries, 

'Midst  all  my  leprons  state, 
And  no  man  oyer  yet 
Was  known  His  flesh  to  hate : 
And  iVn  His  flesh,  onr  oneness  proves, 
In  loying  mcr»  Himself  He  Iotos*'* 

**  1  change  not."  Beloved,  how  consoling  is  the  thought  that  your 
God  cannot  change  !  How  many  times  a  day  you  change,  and  how 
often  you  measure  the  Lord  by  yourself.  But  your  changes  cannot 
alter  Him :  He  cannot  be  moved  by  them.  His  love  is  His  rest, 
you  are  His  dwelling.     Leave  you  He  cannot,  look  shy  upon  you 
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He  will  not,  deny  you  a  blessing  He  cannot  find  it  in  His  heart  to 
do.  He  may  often  allow  you  to  be  tempted,  fireauently  let  you  be 
sifted,  again  and  again  bid  Shimei,  or  the  child  of  the  flesh,  to 
curse  you ;  but  what  of  all  that  ?  Is  it  any  proof  of  non  interest  in 
His  love  ?  Is  it  an  argument  in  favor  of  not  being  His  child  ?  In- 
deed no;  '^for  what  son  is  he  whom  the  Father  chasteneth 
not?"  Test  you  in  the  furnace,  prove  you  in  the  flood,  He  will 
again  and  again,  and  allow  all  hell  to  be  up  in  arms  i^ainst  yon : 
so  that  your  soul  shall  be  as  the  chased  roe  or  hunted  partridge ; 

*'  And  all  this  to  prove  theci  to  stain  thy  eursM  pride  ; 
For  God  hath  determin'd  His  grace  shall  he  tried.'* 

Strength  for  the  day  you  shall  have,  and  not  one  thing  shall  fail  of 
all  that  He  has  promised ;  but  His  strength  shall  be  perfected  in 
your  weakness,  and  His  promise  fulfilled  in  your  extremity ;  for  it 
is  to  them  that  have  no  might  He  increascth  strenzth.  Cheer  up 
then,  child  of  my  God :  love  cannot  be  unkind.  Your  God  is  still 
faithfiil ;  and 

**  Near  to  His  heart  you  ever  lie, 

Dear  as  the  apple  of  His  eye  :      • 
Then  fear  not  hell,  though  hell  molest, 

All  things  are  ordered  for  the  hest." 

Another  Volume  of  our  "  Witness  "  is  now  before  the  Church,  and 
another  is  now  commenced  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church,  and  we 
heartily  hope  that  every  page,  paragraph  and  sentence,  may  more 
or  less  teem  with  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  be  blest  to  the  members 
of  Christ.  We  little  thought  seven  years  ago  that  our  periodical 
would  live  to  the  age  of  85  months;  but  so  it  is,  and  why?  "  It 
is  the  Lord's  doings,  and  marvellous  in  our  eyes."  **  The  Lord 
hath  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad."  To  give  a 
minute  account  of  the  difficulties  that  we  have  had  to  contend  with, 
time  and  space  would  fail.  In  fact,  we  find  it  much  better  to  tell 
the  Lord  our  trouble  than  the  creature;  for  we  get  from  Him 
both  sympathy,  succour,  and  support :  whereas  in  applying  to  man, 
as  a  rule,  we  meet  with  nothing  but  disappointment,  .^^in  and 
again  throughout  the  last  volume  have  we  proved  both  the  laithless- 
ness  of  the  creature  and  the  faithfulness  of  the  Lord.  The  one  has 
changed,  the  other  never.  At  the  commencement  of  the  last  year 
of  our  labor,  we  had  apparently  every  prospect  of  greater  encourage- 
ment than  ever,  firom  the  fact  of  several  ministers  of  truth  writmg 
promises  of  recommendation,  and  saying  that  they  would  do  all 
that  in  them  lay  to  circulate  our  work ;  but .  with  hardly  an  ex- 
ception they  have  forsaken  us  as  quickly  as  they  took  us  up.  Paul 
once  said,  "  At  my  first  answer  all  men  forsook  me ;  but  the  Lord 
stood  by  me,"     This  has  been  our  mercy,  beloved.      The  Lord 
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has  indeed  stood  l)y  us.  Many  timely  interpositions  of  His  hand 
in  connection  with  our  periodical  we  could  here  enumerate ;  but 
as  we  hope  at  once  to  continue  "  The  Way  He  Hath  Led  Me,"  we 
shall  reserve  thoni  for  it 

Our  Seventh  Volume  is  now  ready,  and  we  hope  that  our  friends 
will  assist  us  in  circulating  it.  Many  of  our  reaaers  would  do  well 
to  give  away  the  loose  numbers  that  they  have,  and  purchase  the 
Volume  complete.  They  would  thus  render  us  a  double  service. 
We  send  the  Volume  through  the  post  for  30  stamps ;  so  that, 
taking  the  binding  and  postage  into  consideration,  it  leaves  us  but 
Is.  6d.  for  the  book.  This  our  readers  will  acknowledge  is  very 
low,  and  must  go  far  to  convince  them  that  it  is  not  theirs  but 
themselves  that  we  seek.  Our  periodical  never  has  payed  its  way, 
but  our  God  has  made  a  way  for  it,  not  only  through  the  press, 
but  into  the  hearts  of  His  living  poor  scattered  throughout  the 
land.  This  encourages  us  still  to  go  on,  well  knowing  that  if  God 
be  for  us,  none  can  be  against  us.  We  do  love  to  be  useful  to 
God's  elect  family,  and  nothing  cheers  us  half  so  much  as  when  we 
now  and  again  receive  writU  n  testimonies  of  the  Lord's  having 
blessed  our  work  to  His  children.  Many  of  these  communications 
— in  fact,  nearly  all— are  written  by  those  who  can  hardly  spell 
their  own  name,  and  aie  generally  ashamed  of  their  scrawl,  as  tney 
call  it,  when  finished ;  and  did  they  not  send  it  at  once,  the  fire 
would  consume  it  instead.  But  however  badly  written,  and  how- 
ever full  of  blunders,  we  love  these  simple  heart -expressions ;  and 
more  than  that,  we  heartily  love  these  poor  and  uneducated  children 
of  God.  At  all  times  we  would  welcome  a  line  of  love  from  the 
poorest  of  the  poor,  meanest  of  the  mean,  and  basest  of  the  base ; 
and  beg  that  tliey  will  always  write  when  their  mind  is  so  led,  and 
never  for  a  moment  suppose  th£(t  we  shall  not  be  the  most  obliged 
party.  We  feel  constrained  to  throw  out  this  hint,  because  we 
know  the  many  drawbacks  that  the  Lord's  children  feel.  We  are 
still  aware  that  many  a  number  of  our  monthly  has  found  its  way 
into  both  hands  and  nea.ts  of  the  Lord's  hidden  ones,  who,  perhaps, 
have  not  a  companion  in  tribulation  to  whom  they  can  unbosom 
their  minds,  and  it  would  be  a  real  treat  for  them  to  sit  down  and 
drop  a  line  of  love  respecting  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  their 
souls:  but,  under  a  fieeling  sense  of  natural  incompetency,  they 
have  given  up  the  thought.  To  such  we  would  say,  write  by  all 
means,  and  the  Lord  direct  your  pen ;  and  the  Lord  make  up  to 
you  abundantly  the  lack  of  spiritual  intercourse  with  others  of  His 
children. 

We  would  take  this  opportunity  of  warning  our  readers— lat  least, 
those  who  are  personally  unknown  to  us,  being  assured  that  our 
known  friends  would  not  believe  the  base  lies — of  a  man  who  calls 
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himself  a  Gospel  minister,  and  professing  that  he  knows  us  well, 
although  we  do  not  know  him.  He  says  that  the  letters  which 
appear  from  time  to  time  in  our  work  as  though  written  by  women, 
are  written  by  ourselves,  and  that  he  has  charged  us  with  it,  and 
we  could  not  deny  it  Another  base  thing  he  charges  us  with, 
which  we  do  not  feel  free  now  to  publish,  that  is  almost  unbearable. 
Should  he  again  lie  against  us  before  any  of  our  readers,  and  they 
kindly  let  us  know,  we  will  make  a  public  example  of  him.  Not 
that  we  fear  his  lies,  or  the  injury  he  may  be  allowed  to  do  us ; 
but  we  are  alraid  that  it  may  cause  some  of  the  weaker  children  to 
staler  when  they  hear  such  inconsistent  reports  of  a  man  whom 
they  look  to  as  a  servant  of  God.  By  the  grace  of  God  we  have 
been  enabled  lo  live  a  consistent  life  both  at  home  and  abroad 
since  we  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  we  defy  any 
man  to  prove  the  contrary.  We  would  say  to  all  ministers  of  the 
Gospel,  if  you  cannot  do  us  good,  do  not  blacken  our  character 
by  telling  lies  about  us :  for  it  is  very  sorry  work  after  all. 

In  drawing  our  epistle  to  .i  close,  we  would  wish  the  best  of 
blessings  to  rest  upon  our  readers,  and  heaitily  hope  that  the  God 
of  all  comfort  may  knit  their  hearts  together  in  love,  and  that  they 
may  be  furthefers  of  each  v^ther's  joy  m  the  Lord.  Brethren  be- 
loved, farewell.  "  Faithful  is  He  who  hath  promised,"  and  ever 
remember  that  whatever  changes  you  may  experience  in  outward 
things  and  inward  feelings,  the  covenant  is  ordered  in  all  things 
and  sure,  and  knows  no  change. 

*'  Here  let  the  weary  rest^ 

Who  love  the  Saviour's  namei 
Though  with  no  sweet  enjoyment  blest, 

This  covenant  stands  the  same." 

Editor. 

35,  Trinity  Street,  Hull. 


CHRIST  ALONE  EXALTED. 
Sixty-Jifth  Letter. 

THE  REAPBIi  TO  THE  QLEANEB. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord,— Unto  my  well-beloved  Ruth  I  come  and 
knock  with  peace  in  love,  saying,  Open  to  me,  my  sister,  love,  and 
dove ;  and  would  declare  unto  you  that  all  is  well,  will  be  well, 
and  shall  b^  well;  as  saith  our  Almighty  Lover,  and  unchanging 
Friend,  «  Say  ye  unto  the  righteous,  that  it  shall  be  well  with  him." 
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Not  the  righteous  in  Adam  earthy.  O  no  I  for  that  is  all  gone, 
if  ever  there  was  any,  and  we  are  quite  free  from  him,  whether 
good  or  bad,  and  Christ,  who  is  ^  Emmanuel,  God  with  us,^'  ^'  the 
second  Adam,"  *' the  Lord  frx)m  heaven,^  is  to  usJehovah-tsidkenu; 
and  as  He  is  this  unto  ud,  we  need  not  fear  men  or  devils :  for  He 
who  is  the  righteous  God,  **  the  righteousness  of  God  without  the 
law,"  "  the  Lord  our  righteousness,"  was  Himself  **  made  sin  for 
us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  Him,"  Thus  it  ever  stands  in  unchanging  fulness,  "  be- 
cause as  He  IS,  so  are  we  in  this  world."  **  O  the  depth  of  the 
riches  I"  It  would  ill  become  me  to  murmur  or  complain :  I  cannot ; 
for  I  am  happy  in  the  Lord  my  only  life,  pleasure,  and  happiness ; 
and  though  the  flesh  is  in  the  crucible,  and  the  bones  exercised 
with  strong  pain,  yet  I  must,  will,  and  do  sing,  day  by  day,  "  The 
Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  Rock,  and  let  the  God  of  my  sal- 
vation be  exalted."  The  honor  and  glory  of  our  glorious  Lord  our 
God  are  greater  to  me  than  my  ease  and  pleasure.     I  love  that  ex- 

Eresssion  by  Paul :  "  Let  God  be  magnified  in  my  body,  whether 
y  life  or  death."  I  can  assure  my  dear  Ruth  that  I  live  on  the 
best  of  terms  with  my  Royal  loving  Lord  and  King ;  and  I  have 
not  one  thing  to  find  fault  with  Him  about ;  and  though  I  walk 
in  the  midst  of  trouble.  He  will  revive  me,  and  perfect  mat  which 
concemeth  me :  so  that  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  He  is  with  me, 
though  He  hath  set  darkness  in  my  paths,  and  I  cannot  see  Him. 
If  I  were  asked  how  I  know  that  He  is  v^ith  me,  even  though  I  cannot 
see  Him,  I  would  answer,  "  Because  He  only  is  my  life,  and  I  feel 
that  I  am  alive  and  breathe,  therefore  I  am  one  belonging  to  His 
breathing  frame."  I  want  no  higher  or  better  evidence  of  -His 
being  mine  and  I  His  than  life  ;  for  all  feelings  are  the  functions  of 
life ;  but  I  only  live  by  simple  life,  and  Christ  is  that.  I  believe 
Hie  to  be  life  unchanging,  nid  with  Christ  in  God ;  and  Christ 
liveth  in  me,  and,  bless  His  name.  He  tells  me,  *^  Because  I  live, 
ye  shall  live  also."  Life  is  love  and  love  is  life,  and  the  life  is  more 
than  meat.  How  plain,  how  dear,  how  blessed,  and  how  precious 
this  is  I  This  was  Job's  blessedness ;  for  all  his  leasehold  property 
went  to  ruin,  but  his  life  was  untouchable  and  unapproachable  by 
sin,  death,  or  Satan ;  so  that  he  outrode  the  storm  in  safety,  sur- 
mounted the  ash*heap,  potsherd,  scorning  of  his  friends,  incurable 
malady  of  his  ilesh,  and  out  he  came  quite  clean,  according  to 
ancient  love-settleinents,  unchanging  purpose,  and  unalterable 
promises :  and  he  had,  or  the  Lord  gave  him,  twice  as  much  as  he 
nad  before.  Thus  he  entered  fully  and  freely  into  the  Lord's 
double,  and  in  the  land  he  possessed  it :  and  very  dear  it  is  to  have 
received  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  and  so  walk  in  Him,  rooted  and 
built  up  in  Him,  stablislied  in  the  faith  as  we  have  been  taught. 
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abounding  therein  with  thank^ving.  These  are  some  of  the 
Lord's  secrets  which  He  teacheth  us  in  the  depths;  and,  in  the 
assurance  of  His  lore  and  faithfulness,  we  cannot  doubt  Him ;  ^  for 
faithful  is  He  who  hath  promised."  We  are  fully  aware  that  what 
He  hath  promised  He  is  able  also  to  perform*  If  my  ever  blessed 
Lord  were  to  let  me  try  and  live  by  si^ht  and  sense,  of  all  men  I 
should  be  the  most  miserable ;  and  the  inference  drawn  would  be^ 
^'  All  these  things  are  against  me  f  but  my  harp  and  lute ;  that 
is,  my  heart  and  my  tongue,  will  not,  cannot  say  such  words|; 
but  must  abundantly  utter  the  memory  of  His  great  goodness^ 
and  sing  of  His  nshteousness,  **  speak  of  the  glory  of  His 
kingdom,  and  talk  ofHis  power."  How  can  I  be  otherwise  than 
happy?  for  Jesus  is  mine  and  I  am  His.  Nothing  can  come 
between  us,  and  the  thought  now  arises  that  all  pluralities  end  in 
Jesus;  for  we  are  ^^no  more  twain,  but  one  flesh,"  ^^and  he  that 
is  joined  to  the  Lord,  is  one  Spirit ;"  and  the  following  is  a  pure 
catalogue  of  union  in  unity :  <*  There  is  one  body,  and  one  Spirit, 
even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your  calling :  one  Lord,  one 
faith,  one  baptism :  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all, 
and  through  all,  and  in  you  alL"  Thus,  in  the  knowledge  of  these 
truths,  we  say,  ^^  Though  there  are  gods  many,  and  lords  many ; 
but  to  us  there  is  but  one  Ood  the  Father,  of  whom  are  all  things, 
and  we  in  Him ;  and  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  are  all 
things,  and  we  by  Him."  This  mystery  of  oneness,  and  our 
living  and  standing  in  all  the  fulness  of  the  same,  is  most  blessedly 
set  forth  in  the  following  words  by  the  blessed  Spirit,  ^^  We  have 
known  and  believed  the  love  God  hath  to  us :  God  is  love :  and 
he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God  and  God  in  him." 

I  now  pause  with  you  to  ponder  over  truths  so  full,  so  deep  and 
so  profound ;  and  as  they  are  realised  in  the  heart  by  faith,  and  de- 
monstrated by  the  Spirit  in  power,  the  noble  mind  soars  far  and 
high  above  all  things  terrene  and  dusty.  In  the  bowels  of  the 
tender  mercy  of  our  God,  the  openings  of  His  love,  the  exceeding 
riches  of  His  grace,  in  his  kindness  towards  us  through  Christ 
Jesus,  we  are  enabled  to  say,  **  All  is  well,"  "  all  is  for  the  best,"  and 
<<  we  know  that  all  thinss  work  together  for  good."  Flesh  and 
blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God ;  but  we  who  believe  do 
enter  into  rest,  and  cease  from  our  own  works  as  God  did  from  His; 
so  that  we  fully  realise  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  giving  thanks  for 
all  things  to  God  and  the  Father,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Thus  we  go  on  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord,  saying,  in 
darkness  or  in  light,  sorrow  or  ioy ;  "  It  is  a  good  thing  to  give 
thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  sing  praise  unto  thy  name,  O,  most 
high  I  to  show  forth  thy  loving-kindness  in  the  morning,  and  thy 
faithfulness  every  night."     Bless  the  Lord,  O  our  souls ! "  *•  If  God 


16  zion's  witness. 

be  for  lis,  who  dan  be  against  us  ?"  He  hath  sworn  by  Himself, 
and  pledged  His  honor,  glory,  and  faithfulness,  that  He  will  never 
leave  us,  or  forsake  us,  but  will  surely  do  us  good.  Then  let  us 
ever  sing,  **  O  give  thanks  unt«>  the  Lord ;  for  He  is  good ;  for 
His  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Let  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  say 
so ;"  and  surely  we  cannot  refrain  from  saying  so ;  for  the  love  of 
Christ  constraineth  us ;  and  the  Lord  has  no  dumb  children ;  for 
they  all  either  cry  or  sing. 

Through  my  present  aflSiction  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully 
with  me ;  for  He  has  often  said  to  me  in  it,  "  I  am  Jehovah- 
rophi ;  "  and  '*  This  sickness  is  not  unto  death."  I  cannot  read  or 
see  anything  written  upon  it  but  love.  The  poor  flesh  has  been 
sharply  exercised,  and  Satan  has  been  long  and  frequent  with  his 
dry  lectures ;  but  it  is  only  the  flesh  that  feels  inclined  to  believe 
what  he  says,  whilst  my  spiritually  circumcised  ear  and  heart  can 
hear  Him,  my  Beloved,  say,  "  Know  therefore  that  the  Lord  thy 
God,  He  is  God  the  faithful  God :"  and  in  conjunction  with  this 
He  graciously  tells  me,  "  The  foundation  of  God  standeth  sure, 
having  this  seal,  The  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  His."  Thus  it 
stands,  and  we  stand  built  upon  this  Rock,  and  the  gates  of  hell 
cannot  prevail  against  us. 

With  you,  1  have  my  flesh  shakings  and  tremblings ;  the  winds 
and  waves  are  boisterous ;  yet,  blessed  be  His  glorious  name,  "  He 
abide th  faithful,  He  cannot  deny  Himself."  He  enables  me  to  creep 
up  into  the  pulpit,  and  there  to  stand  on  one  foot,  and  kneel  with 
one  knee,  and  speak  to  the  people  the  words  of  life.  His  presence 
and  power  are  manifest  among  us,  and  this  pleases  us  well ;  for  He 
thereby  endears  Himself  to  our  souls.  If  it  be  His  will  I  hope  to 
speak  to  the  people  this  evening,  the  first  time  for  seven  weeks. 
Uon't  find  fault  with  me  for  coming  to  you  again  so  soon ;  for  the 
dear  contents  of  yours  so  warmed  my  heart,  that  I  said,  "  Tiiou 
hast  shown  more  kindness  now  than  at  the  beginning :  I  must  arise 
and  go  to  her  house."  The  Lord  bless  thee  I  And  thus  it  is,  as 
the  poet  sings, 

*'  His  grace  is  so  mighty,^ so  laige,  and  so  long, 
That  all  their  hard  cases  were  lost  in  a  song." 

Yours  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  Triggs. 

Sixtif'sixth  Letter. 

THE  GLEANER  TO  THE  REAPER. 

Dearly  Bet  oved, — The  blessed  Spirit  moveth  us  at  sundry  times 
and  in  divers  places  to  speak  to  one  another  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
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and  the  Lord  hearkened  and  heard  it,  and  a  book  of  remembrancer 
was  written  before  Him  for  those  that  feared  tlie  Lord,  and  that 
thought  upon  His  name.  Once  upon  a  time,  when  two  pilgrims 
were  communing  together  in  sadness,  and  reasoning  upon  those 
things  which  had  happened,  Jesus  Himself  drew  near  and  went 
with  them,  and  sorrow  was  turned  into  joj'  before  him ;  for  He 
n)oke  of  Himself,  and  opened  to  them  the  Scriptures,  which  caused 
tneir  heart  to  burn,  arid  changed  their  sighs  to  songs.  Well,  and 
many  a  time  since  has  He  not  done  the  same  thing,  proving  Himself 
a  blessed  brother  in  adversity  and  precious  companion  in  tribulation, 
causing  those  to  arise  and  sing  who  had  been  dwelling  in  dust  ? 
When  we  get  looking  at  things  seen,  conferring  with  flesh  and 
blood,  we  are  sure  to  exclaim,  **  All  these  things  are  against  me ;  ^ 
but  how  He  lays  all  this  dust  and  confusion ;  so  that  the  soul  is 
behaved  and  quieted  as  a  weaned  child ;  yea,  and  joys  in  the  Lord, 
and  rejoices  in  the  God  of  its  salvation  in  the  midst  of  tribulation 
also.  Time  changes  not  eternity  settlements ;  for  our  sure  things 
are  placed  above  creature  fluctuations ;  so  that  wilderness  tribula- 
tions pass  over  us,  leaving  all  that  is  of  Christ  unshaken.  In  Him, 
and  the  things  which  are  of  tiim,  is  continuance;  and  amidst  all 
the  moving  of  our  moveables,  we  shall  be  saved.  Not  a  com  of 
wheat  shaU  be  lost  in  the  sifting,  nor  a  grain  of  gold  in  the  fur- 
nace ;  but  truly  it  is  at  times  close  and  sharp  work  to  flesh  and 
blood,  which  can  only  look  for  gain  from  its  own  quarter ;  but  fkith 
looks  another  way,  saying,  **  What  things  were  gain  to  me,  those  I 
count  loss  for  Christ ;  and  losing  all  for  Him,  we  do  find  all  in 
Him,  according  to  that  word,  **  Cast  the  net  on  the  right  side  of 
the  ship,  and  ye  shall  find."  We  do  find  in  Christ  endurable 
riches  in  righteousness,  even  the  unsearchable  riches  of  His  person, 
the  riches  of  His  love,  the  riches  of  His  work  of  suffering  unto 
death,  and  the  riches  of  His  resurrection,  life,  and  glory.  Here 
does  my  weary  soul  get  satiated,  and  my  sorrowful  soul  replenished; 
here  my  Father  is  satisfied  and  delighted,  and  I  am  satisfied  and 
delighted  too.  Thus  we  walk  together  in  Christ  agreed,  and  in 
Him  have  fellowship  one  with  another,  there  being  no  barrier 
between  us ;  for  His  blood  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin ;  the  Father 
having  "made  Him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we 
might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him."  How  great  it 
is  1  **  The  work  of  righteousness  is  peace,  and  the  efiect  of  righteous- 
ness quietness,  and  assurance  for  ever."  Dear,  glorious  Christ, 
I  do  delight  in  Him  I  He  is  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  and  my  strength 
and  my  health,  peace,  beauty,  glory,  holiness,  and  happiness ;  but 
I  am  longing  to  know  more  of  Him.  I  want  more  en- 
largement into  Him.  Oh  that  the  Divine  Spirit  would  en- 
lighten   my    understanding   more    into    the   knowledge    of  Him ! 
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I  find  all  else  tends  to  bondage,  contraction,  and  setting  up  of  the 
creature ;  and,  being  made  free,  I  would,  by  the  Spirit's  power, 
stand  fast  in  the  liberty,  walk  at  large,  plead  my  freedom,  and  not 
be  entangled  with  yokes  i^nd  bonds.  We  live  m  a  day  of  bindine ; 
but  "  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty ;"  and  "  the 
children  are  free,  though  many  of  them  do  not  know  it,  being 
under  tutors  and  governors.  But  those  who  have  been  sent  out 
free,  **  regard  not  the  crying  of  the  driver,**  who  is  behind  the  sheep ; 
for  they  love  to  follow  the  good  Shepherd  who  ffoeth  before  His 
own  sheep,  calleth  them  by  name,  and  leadeth  them  out  from 
under  the  law  into  the  green  pastures  of  His  own  perfect  obedience, 
where  Ue  feedeth  them,  and  maketh  them  rest  at  noon,  and  ^'  His 
rest  is  glorious."  God  is  glorified,  justice  satisfied,  law  magnified, 
and  the  sinner  saved ;  and  sweet  it  is,  when  made  willing,  to  be 
as  having  nothing,  and  yet  possessing  all  things ;  just  glorying  in 
the  Lord  alone.  *^  My  soul  shall  make  her  boast  in  the  Lord,  the 
humble  shall  hear  thereof,  and  be  glad." 

I  come  to  you  once  again  in  that  name  which  is  above  every 
name  to  enquire  of  your  welfare  and  how  you  do,  I  know  it  is 
well  with  you,  because  the  Lord  has  spoken  good  concerning 
Israel,  though  flesh  and  sense  will  question  and  cavil,  saying,  ^^  If 
the  Lord  be  with  us,  why  hath  all  this  evil  befallen  us  ?'*  and, 
"  How  can  these  things  be  ?  But  "  what  I  do  thou  knowest  not 
now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter."  To  this  faith  replies,  **  It  is 
well."  I  wonder  if  your  health  is  still  better,  and  the  Lord's  house 
well  filled  with  guests* 

He  gives  the  blessings  cross*handed ;  but  does  cause  us  to  inherit 
substance.  Every  blessing  be  with  you.  Love  in  Jesus  to  your- 
self and  dear  Mrs.  Triggs.  I  want  to  know  more  of  His  matchless 
pe]:tK>n  who  is  fairer  than  the  children  of  men.  I  know  if  He 
oid,  you  will  write  to  me  of  Him  in  whom  I  rest  affectionately 
yours, 

Ruth. 


*• 


CHRIST  TO  HIS  BRIDE. 

LeaTi  on  me,  my  fair  one,  and  live  in  my  heart ; 

No  home  i8  go  pleasant  I  know  : 
My  Uve  is  so  fervent,  I  cannot  depart ; 

So  constant,  no  anger  can  flow. 

Trast  not  to  the  creature  however  allied  ,* 

Look  not  to  the  fondest  for  aid ; 
But  in  me,  my  fairest,  for  ever  ahide  ; 

On  me  let  thy  spirit  he  staid. 
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N«  solace  or  comfort  can  creatares  impartt 

No  ajmp^ikj  drop  ]n  the  mind : 
But  folded  for  erer  to  my  bleeding  heart,  ^ 

Toull  prove  me  most  loving  and  kind.     * 

In  what  single  instance,  throngfaout  your  short  life^ 

Gould  yoa  call  me  unfiuthful,  my  dove  1 
Oh  have  I  not  always  dealt  well  ^th  my  wife  1 

For  ever  been  constant  in  love  I 

When  troables  abounded ,  and  sorrows  press*d  sore. 

When  creatures  agreed  to  deport. 
In  love  and  compassien  did,  did  I  not  poid 

My  blood  into  thy  bleeding  heart  ? 

Thou,  then,  for  the  future  trust  in  me  alone. 

In  the  bosom  of  love  ever  dwell, 
Share  with  me  in  glory  my  crown  and  my  throne. 

My  person  and  riches  as  welL 

A.  W. 


LOVFS  CONSTRAININGS. 


Mt  dearly  beloved  Pastor  and  Servant  op  the  Most 
High, — I  know  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  that  I  take  in  sending 
this  when  I  tell  you  that  the  love  of  ;Christ  constrains  me ;  so  that 
out  of  the  abuncbnee  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketlu 

In  the  first  place,  I  desire  to  thank  my  blessed  Lord  for  sending 
you  here  to  proclaim  His  unsearchable  riches  to  a  few  of  His 
feeble  ones,  and  although  I  feel  myself  to  be  the  least  of  all,  yet  I 
know  that 

**  The  feeblest  saint  shall  win  the  day, 
Though  death  and  hell  obstruct  the  way." 

This  morning  was  a  precious  time  to  me,  when  you  read  for  a  text 
those  precious  words — **  All  are  yours.**  They  came  into  my 
mind  with  such  power  and  sweetness,  that  I  was  melted  into  love, 
and,  as  you  often  say, 

**  When  He  speaks,  His  Words  are  cheering. 
Causing  bliss,  ay,  bliss  complete !" 

There  is  no  voice  like  the  voice  of  my  Beloved.  He  draw  us, 
and  we  run  after  Him,  and  He  gives  unto  us  eternal  life,  and  none 
can  pluck  us  out  of  His  hands ;  for  we  are 

*'  One  with  Jesus, 
By  eternal  union  one." 
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Yes,  I  am  ^*  one  with  Jesus  "  notwithstanding  all  my  wayward- 
ness, peevishness,  fretfulness,  and  unbelief;  and  sometimes  1  think 
that  there  is  no  reality  in  what  I  know,  that  I  have  neither  part 
nor  lot  in  the  matter.  At  other  times  I  think  I  am  one  of  those 
who  receive  the  seed  in  stony  places  with  joy,  but  having  no  root, 
shall  by-and-by  wither  away.  But  I  know  that  1  have  heard  the 
Word  with  joy,  and  when  my  Lord  is  pleased  to  tell  me  that  He 
hath  loved  me  with  an  everlasting  love,  and  with  loving-kindness 
He  hath  drawn  me,  then  I  am  enabled  to  say, 

**  Lord,  'tis  enough,  my  soul  is  blest. 

No  will  have  f  but  thine  : 
Thou  art  my  everlasting  Rest, 

Thy  love  is  more  than  wine.'* 

Tliese  are  the  times  when  we  feel  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  can 
say,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth :  "  and,  "  Unto  Him  who 
hath  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and 
hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father ;  to  Him 
be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen." 

In  your  closing  prayer,  you  prayed  that  our  meditation  of  Him 
might  be  sweet  1  thank  my  God  that  it  has  been  verified  in  my 
case ;  therefore  I  will  be  glad  in.  the  Lord« 

"  Awake,  my  soul,  in  joyful  layst 
And  sing  thy  great  Redeemer's  praise : 
He  justly  claims  a  song  from  thee, 
His  loving  kindness,  0  how  free  !" 

May  the  Lord  continue  to  shower  down  upon  you  His  choicest 
blessings,  and  fire  your  heart  with  His  love;  so  that  you  may  be 
a  comfort  to  His  tried  family,  as  you  have  been  to  me  and  others ; 
for  we  have  been  built  up  in  our  most  holy  faith,  and  enabled  to  go 
on  our  way  rejoicing.     We  will,  therefore, 

'*  Praise  Him  for  all  that  is  past. 
And  trust  Him  for  all  that's  to  come." 

With  best  love  to  dear  Mrs.  W.  and  yourself,  I  remain  yours  in 
the  Lord, 

Mary  Foster, 

Hull,  July  30,  1865. 


A     SERMON. 
77ie  Eleventh. 
Preached  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Triqgs. 
Beloved  ol  the  Lord,  I  can  sing  that  sweet]song  from  the  heart,  and 
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it  is  no  small  mercy  to  be  witnesses  of  the  truth.  For  if  we  have 
not  Christ  to  lean  on,  you  will  sink  to  all  eternity.  I  know  jone 
that  hath  found  all  things  to  sink  but  Christ,  and  it  hath  often  been 
my  mercy,  that  it  is'not  what  I  feel  and  what  I  think,  or  what  I 
experience,  but  what  Christ  personally  is  to  me.  You  may  think 
it  strange,  but  it  is  the  truth,  that  I  cannot  lean  on  my  faith,  nor 
on  my  hope,  nor  my  experience;  no,  nor  on  anything  unless  it  is 
Christ  personally.  And  I  do  find  it  increasingly  precious,  that 
amidst  all,  in  all,  and  through  all,  I  have  nothing  to  do;  for  as 
Christ  is  all,  He  hath  done  all,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  dishonour 
my  precious  Christ.  He  alone  shall  be  exalted.  Then  how  sweet 
are  the  words  in  the  closing  up  of  the  hymn : 

'*  She,  leaning  on  her  cov'nant  God, 
Shall  pass  triumphant  through." 

I  add  one  word  here.  If  you  belong  to  Christ,  you  know  that  none 
but  the  Eternal  God  can  support  you;  for  if  you  attempt  to  lean 
in  the  abstract,  on  the  human  nature  of  the  Son  of  God,  Satan  will 
drive  you  a  little  further  than  your  wit's  end ;  but  if  you  lean  on 
the  Eternal  God,  Satan  cannot  approach  you,  death  cannot  come 
near  you,  and  sin  knows  not  your  dwelling  place«  Then  how 
blessed  to  be  daily  •*  Coming  up  out  of  the  wilderness,  leaning  on 
Him  the  beloved." 

But  there  is  another  feature  of  truth  I  would  just  notice. 
Naturally,  you  may  lean  on  something,  and  you  may  seem  easy  for 
a  time;  but  you  will  soon  grow  weary  of  the  thing  you  lean  on; 
for  what  you  lean  on  cannot  communicate  any  strength  to  you ; 
but  as  sure  as  we  are  brought  to  lean  on  our  glorious  Christ,  ^*  His 
strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness,"  and  it  is  so  sweet  to  the 
mind,  if  you  are  leaning  on  Christ,  there  is  a  dear  communication 
of  blessedness  demonstrated  to  the  mind,  whereby  Christ  increases 
in  preciousness.  So  much  so,  that  we  forget  our  leaning  altogether, 
ana  the  heart,  mind,  soul,  and  affection  are  taken  up  with  that 
Mighty  Him.  And  there  is  another  thing  which  is  sure  to  be 
carried  out  in  detail  in  a  believer's  mind.  The  more  you  are  in- 
dulged with  leaning  the  more  you  will  feel  your  need  of  it ;  and 
the  more  you  feel  your  need  of  leaning,  the  more  you  will  be 
pleased  and  delighted  wjth  the  person  yon  lean  on ;  apd  the  result 
will  be,  as  Paul  saith  in  Phil,  iii.,  "  Yea,  doubtless,  and  I  count  all 
things  loss  for  the  excellency  ef  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus 
my  Lord." 

The  few  hints  I  have  dropped  ha^  e  come  quite  spontaneous ; 
for  to  tell  you  the  truth,  and  you  may  be  astonished  at  it,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  pray  or  to  read  my  Bible  all  the  week.  I  could 
not  so  much  as  look  ini:o  my  Bible  for  a  minute  before  yesterday, 
from  the  poor  body  being  in  such  pain.     It  is  very  different  now 
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than  it  used  to  be  twenty  and  thirty  years  ago ;  for  if  I  then  did  not 
pray  so  many  times  I  could  not  go  into  the  pulpit ;  but  I  do  not 
think  anything  about  it  now.  I  am  not  like  some  parsons  who 
must  have  the  stairs  paved  with  prayers.  I  would  sooner  have 
them  cold  6labs  of  stone.  I  like  tne  prayers  to  go  up  in  secret  to 
God ;  that  is  the  best  place  for  prayers.  I  knew  last  Sabbath 
evening  what  was  coming  on,  being  convinced  in  my  mind  how  I 
should  be  laid  up,  and  led  on  through  the  week ;  for,  according  to 
my  feelings  then,  I  was  not  fit  to  live  any  longer ;  therefore  the 
vessel  must  have  some  ballast,  and  not  long  after  the  ballast  began 
to  move,  the  timbers  Ijegan  to  creak,  the  poor  vessel  soon  felt  it, 
the  waves  began  to  beat,  and  the  winds  to  blow.  "  Well,"  say 
some,  **  I  suppose  you  have  murmured  and  complained  about  it  ? 
Oh,  no  !  I  have  nothing  to  complain  of:  for  I  know  it  is  all  of  the 
Lord,  as  much  as  my  salvation  is.  "  He  shall  sit  and  rule  upon  His 
throne  "  (Zech  vi.  13).  And  if  you  have  ever  had  any  intercourse 
with  Jesus  Christ  the  Priest,  it  has  been  on  the  throne.  There  is 
a  religion  that  I  have  heard  of,  that  when  the  father  confessor 
converses  with  the  penitents,  they  are  kept  outside,  and 
are  obliged  to  speak  through  a  hole  in  a  wall ;  but  if  you  know 
what  Jdbn  means  ( I  John  i.),  we  have  sweet  intercourse  fece-to- 
fiice  with  our  glorious  Christ.  He  does  not  keep  us  at  a  distance ; 
but  we  are  to  "  Come  boldly  to  a  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  ob- 
tain mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need.''  There 
is  Eometning  nncoramoply  precious  concerning  Jesus  Christ 
in  Psa.  ix.,  "  Sitting  on  His  throne,  judging  right."  He 
ministers  judgment  to  the  people  in  righteousness,  He  is  a 
refiige  for  the  poor  and  the  oppressed.  What  a  mercy  then 
to  be  poor,  to  be  oppressed,  afflicted,  and  tempted.  And 
saith  the  Holy  Ghost,  "They  that  know  thy  name,  will  put  their 
trust  in  thee  :*'  and  the  Lord  hath  declared,  "  They  that  trust  in 
Him  shall  be  a  Mount  Zion,  that  cannot  be  moved. 

I  shall  now  quote  three  or  four  scriptures  by  way  of  taking  a  step 
(as  the  Lord  shall  lead)  in  the  glorious  fulness  of  our  text  Our 
precious  Christ  in  Prov.  viii.  opens  his  heart  most  marvellously  in 
His  grand  intentions  and  loving-kindness  to  His  Church  before  the 
world  began :  how  the  Father  possessed  (lim»  how  He  was  brought 
up  with  the  Father,  and  then  the  glorious  aiFection  displayed  between 
the  Father  and  Son ;  and  if  we  belong  to  Christ,  we  were  there 
present,  there  blessed,  there  chosen ;  and  we  never  shall  be  more 
the  Lord's  than  we  were  then :  and  as  our  precious  Christ  was  set 
up^firom  everlasting,  God  the  Father  set  Him  the  Head  of  His  body 
the  Church.  **  But,"  say  some,  "  must  there  not  have  been  a 
certain  substance  of  human  nature  set  up ;  for  how  can  God  set  up 
God?"    You  may  attempt  to  reason  on  the  mystery.     I  speak  to 
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believers,  who  are  not  reasoners.    Believers  must  have  the  mysteries 
unexplained,  or  they  would  not  be  precious  to  them.      The  person 
of  Cnrist,  so  to  speak,  hath  all  the  Father's  attention ;  and  then 
how  precious,  the  Lord  Jesus  is  always  rejoicing  before  His  God 
that  set  Him  up ;  and  not  only  so,  but  rejoicing  in  the  habitable 
part  of  His  earth,  looking  forward,  with  joy  and  delight,  when  He 
should  learn  obedience  by  the  things  He  suffered  for  his  Church  in 
their  creatureship,  when  He  should  raise  it  up  again,  delighting  and 
rejoicing  always  before  Him.     Beloved,   I  have  often  found  much 
sweetness  in  the  thought,  that  when  I  cannot  rejoice  myself,  I 
know  my  precious  Christ  is  always  rejoicing  over  me  before  my 
Father.     Bless  His  name,  always  rejoicing  over  me.     I  do  not  live  by 
my  rejoicing ;  but  I  live  happy  in  Christ,  who  is  always  rejoicing 
before  Him.     **  Rejoicing  in  the  habitable  part  of  His  earth,  and 
my  delights  were  with  the  sons  of  men."      What  can  you  want 
more  ?     Say  some,  "  I  want  a  sweet  enjoyment  of  it.**     May  God 
give  you  a  real  knowledge  of  it,  then  you  will  be  satisfied  that 
nothing  can  increase  nor  decrease  His  delight;  for  you  may  as  well 
try  to  change  the  Godhead,  and  attempt  to  set  aside  His  immuta- 
bility, and  destroy  His  unchangeability,  as  ever  to  alter  the  eternal 
delight  of  the  Son  of  God.     Everything  of  our  glorious  Christ  is 
like  Himself,  the  eternal   God  of  glory.      Then  he   says,  "My 
delights  were  with  the  sons  of  men."    Take  another  dear  scripture 
in  connection  with  it :  Psa.  xvi.,  speaking  to  His  God  and  Father, 
He  saith,  "  My  goodness  extendetn  not  to  Thee ;  but  to  the  saints 
that  dwell  on  the  earth ;  and  to  the  excellent,  in  whom  is  all  my 
delight''     Beloved,  I  want  nothing  more  than  this,  to  know  that 
the  Lord  is  delighting  over  me ;  He  saith, "  He  that  toucheth  you, 
toucheth  the  apple  of  his  eye.**    **  But,"  say  you,  "I  want  some 
goodness  of  my  own,**     Then  you  must  have  Christ;  for  there  is 
no  goodness  short  of  Him.      Dear  old  Moses  saw  the  light ;  and 
he  knew  how  the  goodness  should  be  manifested ;   for  he  said, 
"  Show  me  now  thy  goodness."     God's  goodness  is  God's  glory 
manifested  to  the  heart  of  a  sinner.     But,  saith  the  Lord,  "  Thou 
canst  not  see  my  face  and  live."  Observe  the  expression  in  connec- 
tion; for  Moses*  was  brought  to  believe  in  the  person  of  Christ, 
when  he  appears  to  him  in  the  burning  bush ;  and  he  now  says  one 
particular  word  to  Him  in  Exod.  xxxiii.:  "  Show  me  thy  way." 
No,  saith  the  Lord,  "  There  is  a  place  by  me,  and  I  will  put  thee  in 
a  cleft  of  the  rock,  and  will  cover  thee  with  my  hand  while  I  pass  by." 
Hath  God  put  you  there,  and  caused  all  His  goodness  to  pass  before 
you?     In  the  original  it  reads  thus:  <*  He  made  all  His  goodness, 
(that  is,  Jehovah  Himself)  pass  over  or  upon  his  presence,  and  He 
proclaimed  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  the  Lord  God  merciful,  gracious, 
long-suffering,  of  great  kindness,  keeping   mercy  for  thousands, 
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mercy  to  open  the  exceeding  riches  of  His  grace 
kindness  towards  us.  And  if  the  Lord  opens  every  part  of  that 
glorious  secret,  you  will  never  forget  God's  goodness  and  glory  to 
all  eternity,  because  that  is  the  way  our  God  kills  us  to  everything 
short  of  Himself;  so  that  we  find  death,  dying,  and  disappointment 
stamped  on  everything  that  stops  short  of  the  goodness,  mercy,  and 
glory  of  God. 

But  we  come  now  to  another  sweet  expression  of  the  Lord  being 
set  up,  and  it  stands  connected  with  the  rage  of  the  heathen  (Psa. 
li,);  **  Why  do  tKfe  heathen  rage^  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain 
thing?  He  thatsitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh."  Yes,  say  they. 
Let  us  break  their  bonds  asunder,  and  cast  away  their  cords  from 
us,  and  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  them.  We  will  go  on  as 
we  please,  and  will  not  be  bound  by  these  cords ;  we  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  things  concerning  Christ  and  His  salvation. 
But  here  is  the  mercy,  "  Yet  have  I  set  iry  King  upon  my  holy 
hill  of  Zion."  That  is  the  mercy  for  a  cnild  of  God,  whatever 
may  be  going  on  within  or  without,  **  yet  have  I  set  my  King." 
This  is  the  antidote  against  all  we  are  the  subjects  of,  even  our  sin, 
unbelief,  or  whatever  else  we  may  be  the  subjects  of.  I  ask,  who 
is  God  the  Father  speaking  of?  Christ.  Then  remember  what 
God  the  Father  declares  of  Christ,  He  speaks  of  Him  in  reference 
to  His  Church;  ao  that  as  Christ  is  the  King  set  on  His  holy  hill 
of  Zion,  He  is  the  only  King  the  Church  will  have  in  time  and  to 
all  eternity.  And  you  notice ;  for  it  is  a  very  important  truth, 
to  have  an  understanding  of,  as  He  sits  here  a  King,  He  is  the  King 
of  glory,  the  King  eternal;  then  all  enemies  shall  be  in  subjection 
to  Him :  one  He  breaks  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  another  He  breaks 
his  heart ;  the  one  is  in  open  rebellion  against  Him,  the  other  He 
brings  into  sweet  subjection  to  Him.  therefore  He  is  a  King 
that  ruleth  and  reigneth. 

I  will  now  quote  another  scripture  or  two,  and  do  take  special 
notice  of  them,  because  there  is  something  very  blessed  in  them 
concerning  Christ,  sitting  on  His  throne  to  fulfil  the  eternal  pur- 
pose of  God  relative  to  the  Church  of  God.  In  1  Kings  xxii., 
we  find  Ahab  and  Jehoshaphat  making  a  sort  of  affinity  to  go  up  to 
Ramoth  Gilead  to  battle.  May  God  keep  you  from  making  affinity 
with  yourself;  so  that  we  may  understand  what  is  said,  "  Cease 
from  man*  whose  breath  is  in  his  nostrils,"  If  any  one  ask  you  to 
go  out  to  war,  do  not  move  out,  sit  still  m  the  house,  and  rejoice 
in  the  victory  obtained  for  you  by  the  Lamb  that  once  was  slain. 
Well,  you  find  Ahab  had  enquired  of  his  prophets,  and  they  had 
all  prophesied  good. 
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« THE  WELL  OF  THE  OATH-" 

Deak  Brother  in  the  Lord, — I  thank  you  for  your  kindness 
and  prompt  attention  in  sending  me  the  "Witness,"  which  I 
received  all  correct,  and  was,  with  some  others  of  the  Lord's  family, 
yery  pleased  to  look  into  its  pages  and  find  Him  whom  my  soul 
loveth. 

Dear  brother,  what  is  there  to  comfort  us  apart  from  Him  our 
Lord  ?  And  it  is  His  dear  will  to  dry  up  all  creature  comfort, 
that  we  may  experimentally  find  our  all  in  Himself. 

The  precious  Word  of  God  is  opened  up  and  made  known  to  us 
in  trial.  I  see  that  it  is  my  Father's  will  to  bring  us  on  to  dwell 
at  Beersheba;  that  is,  "  the  well  of  the  oath"  (Gen.  xxvi.  23)> 
where  there  is  neither  contention  nor  strife,  but  a  blessed  covenant 
of  peace,  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure.  Yes,  dear  brother,  let 
us  hear  the  Lord  speak  in  the  89th  Psalm,  wherein  He  says, 
**  Once  have  I  sworn  by  miy  holiness,  that  I  will  not  lie  unto 
David.'*  Read  on,  my  orother,  for  we  have  many  times  realized 
Him  as  our  faithful  witness  in  heaven. 

Ah  1  we  should,  every  one  of  us,  stop  short  of  this  **  well  of  the 
oath  *'  were  it  not  for  the  contention  and  hatred  we  meet  with  from 
within  and  without ;  but  it  is  not  the  contention  or  hatred  that 
opens  up  to  us  the  beauties  of  the  well  Christ,  Jesus.  No,  this  is 
done  by  the  love  of  God  to  us  in  Jesus ;  for  He  sends  us  His  own 
dear  Spirit,  who  always  takes  of  Christ  and  shows  it  unto  us. 
Hence  ne  has  shown  me  that  this  well  at  Beersheba  sets  Him 
forth  as  my  only  resting  place,  and  the  contention  and  filling  up 
of  other  weils  were  all  m  love,  to  draw  me  on  to  the  "  well  of  the 
oath.'* 

May  the  dear  Lord  bless  you,  my  brother,  and  enable  you  to 
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speak  to  His  dear  people  from  time  to  time,  whether  in  the  chapel 
or  the  pages  of  the  "  Witness,"  of  the  excellency  of  the  "  well  of 
the  oath." 

Yours  faithfully  in  Jesus, 

Job  Durban. 

Geelong,  Victoria,  AuBtralia. 

[Yes,  dear  brother,  our  blessed  Jesus  is  "  the  well  of  the  oath," 
and  well  assured  are  we  that  the  oath  will  never  be  broken,  and 
the  well  will  never  run  dry,  and   the  children  will  never  be  for- 
bidden to  slake  their  thirst  at  this  well.     They  may  often  say  that 
the  well  is  deep  and  they  have,  nothing  to  draw   with ;    but  why 
should  they  be  disconcerted,  seeing  they  need  nothing ;  for  this 
"  well  of  the  oath  "  is  in  them,  springing  up  into  everlasting  life." 
Our  sisters  once  said,  knowing  that  a   stone  had  been  put  upon 
this  well,  "who  will  roll  us  away  the  stone?"      But  they  found 
'  when  they  got  there  the  stone  was  removed,  and  the  water  of  life 
had  sprung  up  by  its  own  almighty  power;    and  we  think  a  little 
of  it  flowed  into  Mary*s  heart  when  He  called  her  by  name.     And 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  the  two  disciples  journeying  to  the 
village  had  a  few  drops  of  it,  or  we  should  never  have  heard  this 
from  their  lips,  "  Did  not  our  heart  bum  within  us,  while  He  • 
talked  with  us  by  the    way,    and    while  He  opened  to  us  the 
Scriptures  ?"     Thomas  too,  there  can  be  no  question,  felt  a  living 
ftreajcn  of  it  run  into  his  soul,  driving  out  his  unbelief,  when  he 
exclaimed,  "  My  Lord  and  my  God  !      Paul  we  feel  certain  had 
some  precious  droppings  of  it  when  he  wrote,  "  Who  loved  me, 
and  gave  Himself  for  me."     The  dear  woman  taken  in  adultery 
could  not  have   been   a  stranger  to  this  water  when  He  said, 
**  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee."     We  think  it  must  have  flowed  into 
her  heart  like  a  river.     "  And  what  shall  we  more  say ;   for  the 
time  would  fail  us  to  tell  of  the  pre'ciousness  of"  the  water  of  this 
well  which  has  been  realised  in  our  own  heart  again  and  again. 
Bless  His  name,  we  have  felt  its  cleansing  power  for  washing,  its 
bracing  power  for  bathing,  its  soothing  power  for  drinking,  its 
quickening    power  for  springing,  and    its    almighty    power    for 
overflowing  every    embankment,   breaking    down  every  barrier, 
removing  every  impediment,  and  sweeping  away  every  vestige  of 
defilement     Bless  our  God  for  **  the  well  of  the  oath."     Surely 
this  is  "  Jacob's  well,"  and,  mercy  of  mercies,  it  is  no  less  our  well ; 
and  sure  we  are  it  is  God's  well :    and  we  may  in  all  confidence 
say,  "  It  shall  be  well,"  and  "  it  is  welL" 

"In  eyery  state  secure, 

Kept  as  JehoTah's  eye, 
'Tls  well  with  them  while  life  endure^ 

And  well  when  call'd  to  die." 
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May  our  far-off  brother  slake  his  thirst  daily  at  this  well,  and  when 
wearied  with  his  wilderness  joumeyings  may  he  be  favored  to  sit 
upon  this  well.  He  will  then  find  himself  remote  from  the  noise 
of  fleshly  archers,  and  bless  God  for  being  at  the  place  of  drawing 
water  out  of  the  well  of  salvation.  The  Lord  grant  it  again  ana 
again.  Our  best  love  to  all  our  Australian  brethren  and  sisters  in 
the  Lord. — Ed.] 


LITTLE  LIGHT  TO  TRUE  LIGHT. 

[The  following  letter  written  by  «  Little  Light "  to  **  True  Light" 
.we  did  not  intend  to  publish,  but  we  have  been  urged  upon  to  do 
so.  We  therefore  send  it  forth,  although  there  is  no  doubt  some 
will  be  offended.  May  the  Lord  male  it  a  blessing,  and  those 
who  read  it  with  savor  will  not  complain  we  are  .sure.  We  did 
not  withhold  it  because  we  were  asnamed  of  the  things  therein 
stated,  but  simply  because  it  referred  to  us  and  the  "  Critic,"  and 
yet  we  never  had  so  many  testimonies  ("tire  Baptism  "excepted), 
of  anything  that  we  have  written,  of  the  Lord's  blessing  as  of  the 
*•  Critic  f  and  if  the  Lord  owns  and  blesses  a  work,  it  matters  not 
who  condemns  it  We  have  a  few  copies  still  left,  and  will  for- 
ward them,  post-free,  at  Three^pence  each ;  or  "  Fire  Baptism  " 
and  "  Critic  "  for  Six  stamps. — En.] 


My  DEAR  BROTHER  AND  |  COMPANION  IN    THE   TRIBULATED   PATH- 
WAT  OP  Zion's  CHILDREN, — Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  you 
from  the  God  of  grace  who  upholds  and  strengthens  His  people ; 
yea,  fighteth  for  them  in  the  day  of  battle,  **  giveth  power  to  the 
faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  He  increaseth  strength ;" 
and  He  also  *^  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and  liftetih  up 
the  beggar  from  the  dunghill,  to  set  them  among  princes,  and  to 
make  them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory ;"  "  and  all  to  the  praise  of 
the  glory  of  His  grace  wherein  He  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the 
Beloved :"  while  the  strong,  righteous*,  and  rich  He  hath  sent  empty 
away*     Ihus  we  see,  my  brother,  although  at  times  our  lot  appears 
hard,  our  pathway  rough,  aiid  the  billows  of  sin  threaten  to  over- 
whelm us,  none  of  these  things  shall  move  us ;  for  He  causeth  the 
tempest  to   appear,  and   He  holds  the  floods   of  temptation  in  the 
hollow  of  His  hand ;  so  that  these  things  prove  the  strength   of 
Him  who  will  not  lie,  and  the  sufficiency  of  that  grace  which  He 
has  treasured  up  for  us  in  Christ  Jesus.     Hence  under  all  circum- 
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What  could  induce  the  lowly  Nazarine,  the  Man  of  sorrows,  to 
pray  for  you  ?    Why  should  you  have  a  place  in  His  hearty  an 
interest  in  His  prayers?      Because  you  are  better  than  others  who 
know  Him  not,  fear  Him  not,  love  Him  not  ?     Because   you  are 
differently  constituted  to  Ihe  thousands  of  dead  professors  who  walk 
in  a  vain  show  ?      Is  it  on  account  of  some  virtue,  meekness,  or 
fitness  discoverable  in  you  ?     Because  you  are  more  excellent  and 
amiable  than  are  others  of  the  human  race  ?     Is  it  on  account  of 
your  heart  being  less  sinful  and  your  actions  less  evil  than  the 
world  lying  in  the  wicked  one  ?    Do  you  think  it  is  because  you 
read  your  Bible  more    frequently,  pray  more  fervently,  worship 
more  aevoutly,  walk  more  consistently,  and  act  more  charitably  than 
do  those  who  have  a  name  to  live  and  are  dead  ?     What  say  you, 
child  of  God  ?     Can  you  answer  these  enquiries  in  the  affirmative 
—•is  it  in  your  heart  to  say,  **  Yes,"  or  must  you  of  necessity  answer 
"  No  ?"     Which  it  it  ?     Come,  tell  us  which  it  is  to  be — yes  or  no? 
Need  we  wait  for  your  answer?     No:  for  we  have  all  sinned,  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God ;    and  are  children  of  wrath  even 
as  others,  and  undeserving  of  the  least  of  all  His  mercies,  because 
in  our  flesh  dwelleth  no  good  thing. 

The  Lord's  children  are  well  aware  that  they  are  not  only  saved 
by  grace,  but  kept  by  grace ;  and  that  there  is  no  sin  too  abominable 
for  them  to  commit,  if  not  prevented  by  God's  mercy ;  therefore 
they  have  nothing  to  glory  m  as  they  stand  allied  to  Adam  the 
first  Grace,  rich,  firee,  and  sovereign,  is  the  theme  of  their  song. 
It  is  a  joy  of  heart  to  them  to  bless  God  that 

''  Grace  hatli  pnt  them  in  tlie  number 
Of  the  SaTiour's  fiunily." 

*<  How  long.  Lord  ?"  How  often  has  the  I^ord  ke^t  you  waiting, 
both  for  providential  and  spiritual  favors,  that  your  patience  has 
been  exhausted,  and  you  have  thoi:^ht  that  He  would  be  favorable 
no  more ;  but  have  you  not  always  proved  His  sec  time  to  be  the 
right  time,  and  discovered  the  purest  love  in  ail  His  leadings  and 
dealings  ?  The  enemy  no  doubt  has  caused  you  to  fret  against  the 
Lord,  and  tried  to  make  you  believe  that  the  Lord  could  not 
possibly  take  any  delight  in  you,  or  care  a  straw  about  you ;  for  if 
He  did,  it  would  not  be  thus  wiih  you.  *^  Where  is  now  thy  God  ?" 
has  frequently  been  whispered  in  your  ears,  which  has  beclouded 
your  mind,  and  caused  heaviness  in  your  heart.  You  look,  you 
Jong,  you  wait,  but  your  Beloved  does  not  show  Himself;  and  then 
you  cry  out,  almost  in  despair,  "  How  long,  Lord  ?"  Still  He 
keeps  you  waiting,  and  appears  to  take  no  notice  of  your  position 
or  petition ;  but  how  true  you  have  ever  found  the  words  of  the 
poet: 
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'*  Though  irowii0  appear  to  veil  Hii  fiue. 

And  clouds  surround  the  throne^ 
He  hides  the  purpose  of  His  grace. 

To  make  it  better  known." 

His  purposes  ^e  too  deep  to  be  discovered  by  sight  and  sense ;  for 
"  His  way  is  in  the  sea,  His  path  in  the  great  waters,  and  His  foot- 
steps are  not  known  :'*  and  He  says,  "  What  I  do  thou  knowest 
not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter."  Then  you  are  enabled 
to  sing, 

"  Lord,  'tia  enough,  my  soul  ii  bleat. 

No  will  have  I  but  thine : 
Thou  art  my  everlasting  rest. 

Thy  loTe  la  more  than  wine.'* 

The  Lord  always  knows  the  way  that  you  take,  and  He  also  well 
knows  the  way  that  He  intends  to  take  ;  and  you  ever  prove  that 
your  way  is  your  foUvj  and  that  His  way  is  one  of  wisdom.  The 
way  that  you  choose  is  smooth  and  straight,  but  the  one  that  He 
chooses  for  you  is  rough  and  crooked,  according  to  that  blessed 
promise  of  His :  "  I  wiU  brine  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  knew 
not ;  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  nave  not  known  :  I  will 
make  darkness  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things  straight: 
these  things  will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  forsake  them."  So  that, 
child  of  God, 

'*'TiB  the  right  way»  though  dark  and  rough. 
Mysterious,  yet  'tis  plain  enough." 

That  is,  "  It  is  all  plain  to  Him  that  understandeth,  and  right  to 
them  that  find  knowledge."    The  life  that  a  believer  lives  in  the 
fiesh,  he  lives  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  Gk)d,  who  loved  him,  and 
gave  Himself  for  him  ;  but  this  life,  though  it  is  in  the  flesh,  is  not 
a  fleshly  life.     The  fleshly  life  is  one  of  sense,  while  the  spiritual 
life  is  one  of  faith ;  and  it  is  called  "  the  faith  of  Him,"  or  "  the  fiiith 
of  Christ "  our  life ;    "  but  all  men  have  not  faith,"  and  why  ?     All 
men  are  not  alive  in  Christ ;  for  none  but  the  living  in  Christ  can 
have  the  faith  of  Christ;  and  those  who  live  and  believe  in  Him 
are  partakers  of  the  divine'nature  through  the  Word ;  that  is,  "  the 
Word  of  faith,  or  the  faithful  Word :"   and  we  read  that  "  faith 
Cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  Word  of  God ;"  and  Christ 
says,  "  The  words  which  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit,  and 
they  are  life.     Now  the  Lord  is  that  Spirit,  and  where  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty ;  for  if  the  Son  shall  make  you  free,  ye 
shall  be  free  indeed.**    **  Stand  fast,  therefore,  in  the  liberty  where- 
with Christ  has  made  us  free,  and  be  not  entangled  with  the  yoke 
of  bondage;  for  ye  have  not  received  the  spirit  of  bondage  again 
to  fear,   but  the    Spirit  of    adoption   whereby    ye    cry,    Abba, 
Father." 
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''  Abba»  Father,  Lord,  we  call  thee, 
HaUowM  name  from  day  to  day  : 

Tia  thy  children's  right  to  know  thee, 
None  but  chfldren  Abba  say. 


This  high  privilege  we  inherit. 

First,  God's  gift,  and  then  Christ's  blood: 
Qod  the  Spirit,  to  oui  spirit, 

Witnesseth  we're  bom  of  God." 


How  long,  Lord,''  it  has  been  since  thou  didst  manifest  thyself  to 
my  soul  as  my  Beloved  and  my  Friend,  and  thou  well  knowest 
that  I  cannot  bear  thy  absence,  and 

**  Tis  heaTen  to  dwell  in  thine  embrace. 
And  no  where  else  but  there." 

How  can  I  live  without  thee,  when  thou  art  my  life  ?  Thou  art 
well  aware,  dearest  Lord,  that  thou  hast  not  dropped  one  word 
with  living  power  in  my  heart  for  many  a  long  day  and  tedious 
night ;  and  how  sweet  and  precious  have  the  words  of  thy  lips  been 
to  my  soul  in  days  that  are  passed.  Why,  Lord,  not  speak  a  gain  ? 
I  know  I  cannot  plead  my  worthiness,  meetness,  or  fitness :  for  I 
never  possessed  any :  and  thou  well  knowest  that  I  was  as  bad  as 
I  could  be  when  thou  didst  disclose  thy  love,  manifest  thy  favor, 
and  reveal  thy  glorious  matchless  person  in  my  heart ;  and  many 
times  since  then,  thou  art  well  aware,  my  dearest  Lord,  that  thou 
hast  even  taken  advantage  of  my  vileness,  baseness,  and  rebellion, 
and  shed  abroad  thy  love  so  gloriously,  poured  in  thy  mercy  so 
copiously,  that  I  have  been  overwhelmed  with  thy  goodness,  as- 
tonished at  thy  favors,  and  could  hardly  imagine  how  thou  couldest 
manifest  thyself  to  one  so  unworthy.  How  ashamed  of  myself  have 
I  been  at  these  times,  and  wondered  how  I  could  find  it  in  my 
heart  to  ever  distrust  thee  again,  ever  circumscribe  or  limit  thee 
again ;  but  thou  knowest,  precious  Jesus,  that  I  am  unstable  as 
water,  and  cannot  excel  in  leaning  all  my  weight  on  thee,  my  Be- 
loved ;  but  art  ever  wont  to  turn  aside  to  the  flesh  like  a  deceitful 
bow :  and  were  it  not  that  thou  wert  loving  and  condescending 
enough  to  remember  that  I  was  only  dust,  thou  wouldst  not  put  up 
with  my  ugly  manners  in  the  wilderness,  but  cut  me  ofl^  as  worth- 
less. What  a  wonder-working  God  thou  artt  How  transcend- 
ently  glorious  !  How  compassionate  and  tender  !  Give,  O 
give  me  a  heart  to  praise  thee !     Let  me^  dearest  Jesus, 

"  Fraiae  thee  for  all  that  is  past,     . 
Ajad  trust  thee  for  all  that's  to  come." 

How  often,  blessed  Jesus,  hast  thou  worked  in  a  way  that  has 
caused  me  to  bless  thee  with  all  my  heart  and  soul !  But  a  fool  I  have 
been,  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe,  and  yet  thou  hast  borne  with 
me.  Fickle  and  faithless  am  I ;  but  constant  and  faithful  art  thou. 
Lord,  what  is  man  ?     Nothing,  while  thou  art  all  in  all. 

Editor. 


33 


A     SERMON. 
ThM  Eleventh. 
Preached  by  thb  late  Mr.  Arthur  Trioo& 

CConcludtdfiom  our  leut.) 

Say  they,  <*  Go  up  to  battle ;  for  the  Lord  shall  deliver  it  into 
the  hana  of  the  King.  Jeshosbaphat  seems  to  have  had  some  doubts 
lurking  in  his  mind  when  he  heard  such  smooth  words ;  for,  says 
he,  "  Is  there  not  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  here?*'  •<  Yes,"  says  Ahab, 
*'  there  is  one  Micaiab,  the  son  of  Imlah :  but  I  hate  him  ;  for  he 
doth  not  prophesy  good  of  me,  but  evil;"  However,  Jehoshaphat 
sent  for  him ;  and  now  observe  how  striking  things  are,  dehver- 
ance  to  one  and  destruction  to  the  other.  "  Ah,"  saith  the  man  of 
God,  **I  saw  Jehovah  sitting  on  His  throne,  and  all  the  host  of 
heaven  standing  by  Him  on  His  right  hand  and  on  His  left.  And 
the  Lord  said.  Who  shall  persuade  Ahab,  that  he  may  go  up  and 
fall  at  Ramoth-gilead  ?  and  there  came  forth  a  spirit  and  said,  I 
will  persuade  him ;  for  I  will  be  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all 
his  prophets.  And  He  said.  Thou  shalt  persuade  him ,  prevail 
also :  go  forth  and  do  so."  Therefore  you  see  proceeding  from  the 
throne  destruction  to  Ahab,  but  deliverance  to  Jehoshaphat  "  This 
cometh  forth  from  the  Lord  of  hosts,  who  is  excellent  in  counsel 
and  mighty  in  power."  Now  look  into  Isa.  vi.  There  we  see  the 
destruction  of  the  Jewish  nation,  and  salvation  flowing  to  the  Gentile 
Church.  "  In  the  year  that  king  Uzziah  died,  I  saw  also  Jehovah 
silting  upon  a  throne,"  &c.,  &c. ;  but  here  comes  the  important 
subject :  **  Whom  shall  1  send,  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?"  That  Al- 
mighty 0s,  the  same  that  said,  "  Let  Us  make  man  in  our  image, 
after  our  likeness."  "  Who  will  go  for  us,  and  whom  shall  I  send?" 
Us  pliu*al,  and  I  singular.  Then  mark,  **  Here  am  I,  send  "me." 
"  Why,"  say  you,  "  that  certainly  refers  to  the  prophet  Isaiah.*'  I 
must  have  Christ.  He  was  sent,  and  when  He  came.  His  people, 
the  Jewish  nation,  received  Him  not,  a»  it  is  written,  **  They  have 
eyes,  but  they  perceive  not;  ears  have  they,  but  they  hear  not." 
Thus  was  completely  fulflllf)d  the  casting  off  and  rejection  of  the 
Jewish  people,  and  their  rejection  of  Jesus  Christ  who  came  forth 
from  His  Father,  bringing  salvation  to  you  and  me  Gentiles.  Just 
read  over  this  chapter  in  your  leisure  moments,  and  it  is  a  most 
precious  and  glorious  mercy  to  have  the  heart  led  out  in  contem- 
plations ot  a  precious  Christ  Jesus.  And  Jesus  saith  in  the  xii.  chap, 
of  John :  "  These  things  said  Esaias,  when  he  saw  His  glory,  and 


84  zion's  witness. 

spake  of  Him/'      And  what  was  said  then  of  our  precious  Christ, 
we  are  interested  in  the  blessedness  of  it. 

There  is  another  feature  of  truth  connected  with  this  glorious 
mercy^  that  nothing  disturbs  His  sitting  on  Hia  throne,  in  the 
accomplishment  of  His  Father's  will;  and  it  has  been  several  times 
on  my  mind  of  late,  and  I  find  it  growingly  precious,  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  only  One  that  did  the  will  of  His  Father  in  heaven, 
as  He  is  the  only  One  that  did  the  will  of  the  Father  on  earth. 
"  Ah,"  but  say  you,  "  does  it  not  say,  doing  the  will  of  God  from 
the  heart?"  Most  assuredly;  but  how  is  it  done?  By  His 
working  in  us  to  wiU  and  to  do  of  His  own  good  pleasure.  What 
have  we  got  to  do  for  Him  ?  Nothing  but  beUeve.  Believe  what  ? 
Believe  that  He  did  the  will  of  His  Rither  on  earth  as  He  did  it 
in  heaven,  when  He  entered  into  covenant  with  His  Father, 
swearing  to  His  own  hurt,  and  by  the  which  will  we  are  sanctified, 
through  the  offering  up  of  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  for  us.  I  would 
observe  another  thing,  just  drop  the  hint :  I  am  not  speaking  against 
prayer ;  but  I  am  speaking  of  the  blessedness  of  real  prayer.  In  a 
few  days  it  will  be  New  Years  Day,  and  the  parsons  are  going  to 
have  a  prayer  meeting,  that  they  may  call  down  the  Spirit  of  God 
to  enable  them  to  go  and  convert  the  heathen.  **  Well,"  say  some, 
"  I  am  continually  praying,  *  Thy  kingdom  come.' "  If  you  are, 
then  it  is  a  testimony  against  you,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not 
yet  revealed  to  you ;  **  for  the  kingdom  of  God  is  righteousness 
and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;"  and  it  does  not  come  by 
observation,  but  blessed  be  God,  it  is  with  power  and  demonstration 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  heart.  I  want,  if  it  is  the  will  of  God,  that  you  may 
be  still  more  and  more  in  love  with  God's  eternal  truths,  and  not  to 
be  looking  for  ever  to  what  may  take  place  in  years  to  come ;  but  that 
ou  may  live  with  Christ,  who  is  in  you  the  hope  of  glory,  and  you 
ive  in  Him  your  eternal  life.  He  sits  on  His  throne  in  our  nature, 
our  Brother  bom  for  adversity ;  and  He  is  touched  with  the  feeling 
of  our  infirmities.  You  will  find  it  most  blessed,  whatever  may  be 
your  state,  and  however  urgent  your  case  may  be,  Jesus  has  an  ear 
to  hear  you.  He  hath  always  a  hand  to  relieve,  andj^ou  never  went 
to  Him  for  one  thing  of  real  necessity,  but  His  very  love  and  mercy 
were  the  cause  of  your  going;  ana  you  never  went  to  Him  and 
told  out  your  desires  in  simple  language,  but  what  He  had  an  heart 
and  bowels  of  compassion  to  take  in  your  request ;  and  He  will 
never  disclose  your  secrets  to  another;  but  He  saith,  "I  will  surely 
do  thee  good :"  '<  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee."  I  do 
find  it  so  blessed  to  know  "  that  He  is  living  in  the  presence  of 
God  to  make  intercession  for  us  ;"  and  this  brings  the  children 
into  a  holy  familiarity  with  Jesus  sitting  on  His  throne. 

There   is   another  mercy,  and  to  be  instructed  in    it  is  most 
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blessed :  *'  He  hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit  together 
in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus/'  even  though  now  we  are  here 
on  the  earth,  and  feel  the  sad  effects  of  sin :  wad.  feel  as  Paul  saith» 
^^  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  I"  yet  we  are'absolutely  and  personally 
raised  up  and  made  to  sit  togetner  with  Jesus  Christ  in  heavenly 
places.  It  is  a  mystery,  but  it  is  most  precious.  And  there  is 
something  so  sweet  in  the  simplicity  of  the  expression  of  Paul :  ''  I 
knew  a  man  in  Christ."  Not  part  in  and  part  out ;  but  a  man  in 
Christ ;  and  if  any  man  or  woman  is  in  Christ,  they  will  never  be 
more  in  Christ  than  they  are  now,  nor  will  He  ever  love  us  more, 
nor  will  He  ever  love  us  less.  You  need  not  trouble  yourself  about 
it,  let  people  talk  as  they  please,  you  need  not  rail  against  them; 
for  if  thev  want  to  be  something  in  themselves,  it  only  arises  from 
pride  and  the  devil ;  but  our  mercy  is,  to  be  in  Christ,  and  what 
we  are  in  the  body  fits  us  for  Christ,  and  Christ  is  fit  for  the  body. 
I  do  bless  Him,  that  it  is  a  vile  body,  and  it  will  go  down  into  the 
grave  with  all  its  vileness,  that  Jesus  may  come  down  and  raise  it 
up  again,  and  fashion  it  like  unto  His  glorious  body.  I  would  not 
be  without  such  a  body,  I  should  not  be  fit  for  Christ  What  is 
the  matter,  poor  soul  ? 

**  I  am  exercised  so  much  about  vile  things." 
I  wish  you  were  a  little  more. 
*•  Ah,  but  I  have  got  such  doubts." 
Doubts  never  damned  a  sinner.     Ah,  says  another, 
^<  I  am  tempted  and  tried  to  put  an  end  to  my  existence." 
Mind,  if  Christ  is  your  life  and  Christ  is  your  light,  depend  on 
it,  **  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God." 

**  But  must  we  be  satisfied  with  our  own  vile  body  ?" 
Yes,  to  be  sure,  your  precious  Christ  is  satisfied  with  it ;  and  I  am 
satisfied  and  happy  wiUi  His  goodness.  If  He  hath  satisfied  you 
with  His  goodness,  then  be  satisfied  withyourbody :  Christ  is  your  all. 
He  knows  all  about  you.  It  is  His  body ;  you  have  no  need  to 
trouble  about  it;  for  it  is. the  Lord's  body.  I  will  now  tell  you 
what  has  been  sweet  to  me  through  the  week,  that  it  was  not  my 
affliction,  but  the  Lord's ;  and,  bless  His  royal  Majesty,  He  is 
sitting  on  His  throne,  He  is  '^looking  on,  regulating  every  action, 
every  fear,  every  doubt,  all  our  temptations,  all  our  exercises,  aye, 
all  our  shame-mcedness,  and  bashfulness,  and  sometimes  we  may 
think  He  will  never  show  us  mercy ;  but  He  is  regulating  the 
whole  of  it;  for  ^^all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God,  and  are  the  called  according  to  His  purpose."  How 
sweet  and  how  precious,  poor  sinner,  that  He  healeth  all  manner 
of  diseases. 

Well,  He  not  only  sits  on  His  throne,  but  He  will  rise  up  once 
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raore,  and  then  eternity  will  swallow  up  time,  and  the  Church  be 
for  ever  with  the  Lord.  Daniel  had  a  view  of  it.  I  think  it  refers 
more  particularly  to  what  took  place  after  the  day  of  Pentecost,  and 
the  casting  off  of  the  Jews,  although  I  know  people  say  it  refers  to 
the  millenium.  In  our  Bibles  it  reads,  *'Isaw  the  thrones  cast 
down;"  but  it  is  no  such  thing  in  the  original;  for  it  reads:  **I 
saw  the  thrones  set  up."  Now  our  precious  Lord  told  the 
Apostles  about  twelve  thrones,  and  they  were  to  sit  there  judging 
the  people  and  angels  too»  Saith  Daniel,  ^^  I  saw  them  set  up,"  and 
he  saw  the  Ancient  of  days,  the  completion  of  our  salvation  by 
Jesus  Christ,  reconciliation  made,  death  abolished  by  His  death 
and  burial,  and  we  redeemed  from  the  grave  by  His  resurrection. 
Our  glorious  Lord  in  our  nature  came  up,  and  they  brought  Him 
before  Him  in  all  the  ministry,  both  of  the  prophets,  apostles, 
evangelists,  and  seers ;  and  they  brought  Him  near  before  Him. 
Now  look  to  the  opening  of  the  book,  as  recorded  in  Rev.  iv.  v, 
and  it's  accomplishment.  ^*The  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne,  having  seven  horns  and  seven  eyes,  which  are  the  seven 
spirits  of  God."  Here  is  Jerusalem  destroyed,  here  is  the  book 
opened,  here  is  the  glorious  ministry  gone  forth  into  the  world, 
and  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  preached  unto  you.  In  Psalms  xi:^. 
it  is  said,  ^^  In  them  hath  He  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  sun ;  His 
going  forth  is  from  the  end  of  heaven,"  &c.  All  glory  and  ex- 
cellency issue  forth  from  Him  that  sits  upon  the  throne  of  God.  I 
like  to  drop  these  hints,  as  perhaps  some  of  you  may  be  suffering  as 
I  did  in  m;^  younger  days,  from  speculation,  making  calculations 
when  the  visions  of  Daniel  will  be  revealed.  God  said  to  Daniel, 
*^Seal  up  the  book)  until  the  mysteries  of  godliness  and  the 
mysteries  of  God  were  to  be  opened."  And  the  Lamb  took  the 
book,  He  loosed  the  seals,  turned  open  the  glorious  gospel  of  the 
blessed  God,  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the  gospel ; 
and  here  we  have  the  fulness  of  it  inflowing  streams  of  real  blessed 
ness,  and  ^^  Christ  is  all  and  in  all."    A]Q,en, 


A  BEE  WITHOUT  A  STING. 

My  dear  Brother, — Some  few  n^onths  ago  a  wandering  bee, 
possessing  honey  from  the  Rock,  was  guided,  by  the  unerring  hand 
of  God,  into  a  Chemist's  shop  in  Chesterfield,  in  which,  besides  the 
shopman,  there  was  a  stranger,  who,  by  some  peculiar  attraction 
over  which  he  had  no  control,  had  his  attention  drawn  to  the  bee  on 
its  first  entrance ;  and,  as  like  begets  like,  the  interest  thus  shown 
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seemed  to  attract  the  bee^  wbicb  quicUy  made  {towards  him, 
and  spoke  as  follows  : — 

"Adverse  circumstances  have  compelled  me  to  be  a  wanderer 
from  home  for  a  short  time,  and  as  I  have  been  a  gatherer  of  a 
peculiar  kind  of  honey,  I  have  brought  a  small  store  of  it  oat  with 
me  to  dispose  of;  and  if  you  know  anything  of  its  virtue,  you  will 
not  regret  purchasing  a  little.'' 

The  stranger,  with  a  smile,  took  a  sample  of  it  into  his  hand, 
and,  struck  with  surprise  at  what  he  beheld,  again  cast  his  eyes  upon 
the  J)ee,  when,  for  a  small  coin,  Jhe-  purchased  some  of  the 
honey. 

*^  What  is  it  you  have  to  sell  ?**  enquired  the  shopman. 

**  An  article  called  'the  honey  of  grace,*"  repliea  the  bee. 

**  Oh,  I  want  no  grace,*'  answered  the  shopman,  with  a  laugh ! 

No,  I  dare  say  not,"  quickly  replied  the  bee.  "  But  if  ever 
you  are  made  to  feel  your  need  of  it,  you  will  be  glad  of  some 
then :  for  grace  alone  can  make  the  heart  willing  to  partake 
^1  It. 

^**  It  will  have  a  tough  job  with  me  then,"  rejoined  the  shopman, 
with  an  extra  laugh. 

"True,  most  true,"  was  the  response  of  the  bee,  when  the 
stranger,  shopman,  and  bee  separated. 

To  drop  the  allegory,  you  were  the  Bee,  I  was  the  stranger,  and 
your  sheet  called  "  The  Koot  of  the  Matter  "  was  the  honey  from 
the  Rock.  Much  did  I  ponder  over  the  odd  circumstance  of  our 
strange  meeting,  and  often  since  then  have  I  wondered  why  we 
did  thus  meet ;  for  although  my  own  soul  was  sweetly  refreshed 
and  blest  by  reading  your  sheet,  yet  I  could  not  divest  myself  of 
the  thought  that  there  was  something  [still  to  be  made  known  as 
the  principle  reason  why  two  King's  sons,  perfect  strangers  to  each 
other,  should  thus  meet  in  the  centre  of  a  town  in  which  neither 
of  them  resided ;  and  a  town  too  where  a  precious  Christ  is  only 
held  up  to  be  despised,  and  the  glorious  work  of  God  the  Spirit 
set  aside  for  the  dead  works  of  the  creature. 

We  will  now  trace  the  matter  a  little  further.  A  few  weeks  after 
our  meeting,  a  gracious  man,  whose  name  is  Joseph  Fletcher,  came 
to  my  house  to  spend  a  few  hours  with  me,  bringmg  with  {him  his 
wife,  and  a  young  lady  whose  home  lay  many  miles  distant  After 
tea  I  related  to  him  and  the  said  young  person  my  singular  meeting 
with  you,  read  over  to  them  [your  sheet,  |and,  while  reading  your 
precious  letter,  which  defines  the  work  of  the  spirit  and  its  effects 
m  a  quickened  soul,  the  young  lady  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  hid 
her  face,  and  wept  only  as  oroken  hearts  can  weep  where  the 
mighty  grace  of  God  has  been  beforehand. 

Up  to  this  moment  I  was  not  aware  that  the  finger  of  God  had 
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been  working  godly  sorrow  for  sin  there;  but  now  a  new  light 
broke  in  upon  me,  and  I  began  to  see  another  link  in  the  chain, 
verifying  the  words  of  the  great  Shepherd — "  Other  sheep  I  have 
which  are  not  of  this  [Jewish]  fold,  them  also  I  must  bring,  and 
they  shall  hear  my  voice." 

Soon  afterwards  they  left  by  the  train ;  but  as  I  parted  with 
the  young  person  I  mentally  exclaimed,  "  I  shall  hear  further 
of  this." 

Led  by  the  gracious  hand  of  the  covenant  God  of  Israel  I  went 
with  my  firiend  F.  to  Bedworth  last  week,  in  which  place 
our  young  friend  resided.  I  again  saw  her,  and  as  soon  as 
opportimity  oflFered  she  said,  *•  Oh,  Mr,  Robinson,  I  shall  never 
forget  your  reading  that  paper  over  to  me  as  long  as  I  live.  When 
I  got  back  to  Mr.  Fletcher's  I  borrowed  the  copy  that  you  kindly 
gave  to  him,  and  transcribed  it  without  his  knowledge."  She  was 
then  led  on  to  lisp  out  one  of  the  sweetest  tales  of  love  that  my 
dull  ears  ever  listened  to.  This  confirmed  my  previous  impression 
that  "the  root  of  the  matter"  had  struck  deep  into  her  soul,  and 
that  I  beheld  in  her  another  trophy  of  almighty  love  and  grace, 
another  brand  plucked  firom  the  burning,  a  priceless  pearl  to  be- 
deck the  dear  Kedeemer's  crown.  Yes,  she  was  one  made  sweetly 
willing  in  God's  own  time  and  way  to  sip  of  that  honey  which  was 
despised  and  rejected  by  the  shopman,  when  the  wandering  Bee 
rested  in  its  flight  for  a  moment  m  his  shop  at  Chesterfield. 

Here  at  once,  and  without  seeking  for,  I  had  a  solution  of 
the  grace  problem  that  I  had  in  vain  sought  to  understand ;  and 
feeling  sure  that  you  are  a  fellow  pilgrim  to  Zion,  I  doubt  not 
but  the  news  will  set  the  joy-bells  of  your  soul  to  ring  a  new  peal 
of  praise  to  your  God  for  having  blessed  the  work  of  your  hand 
to  the  comforting  of  one  of  the  little  ones  of  His  flock. 

Oh,  how  wondrous  are  the  ways  and  doings  of  our  most  precious 
and  glorious  Christ !  His  Word  never  returns  unto  Him  void, 
but  ever  accomplishes  the  end  whereunto  He  sends  it,  seeking  out 
and  saving .  His  own,  and  gathering  them  in  here  and  there  by 
means  sometimes  the  most  unlikely:  but,  nevertheless,  the  very 
means,  because  designed  for  that  very  purpose. ' 

I  write  this  in  confidence,  and  as  I  love  not  prayers  in  the  market 
place,  or  pearls  being  cast  before  swine,^  you  will  please  to  look 
upon  it  as  belonging  only  to  the  family^  the  ones  and  tu)os  of  God's 
loved  people. 

The  blessing  of  the  Eternal  rest  upon  you  and  yours  prays  your 
stranger  brother, 

Thomas  Robinson. 
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CHRIST  ALONE  EXALTED* 

Sixty-seventh  Letter. 

THE  REAPER   TO  THE   QLBAKSB. 

To  MY  BELOVED  RuTH, — All  health  be  unto  you,  and  peace  and 
love  be  multiplied,  that  you  may  live  and  walk  in  singleness  of 
heart,  with  a  single  eye,  looking  unto  Jesus,  with  your  mind  stayed 
upon  Him,  trusting  m  Hin  at  all  times,  kept  by  Him  in  peifeot 
peace  :  then  you  will  find  and  experience  the  fulness  of  the  words, 
"  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe  He  is  precious."  I  confess  to 
you  that  after  30  years  talking  and  writing  of  our  mdst  glorious 
Christ,  I  seem  to  have  said  nothing  fully  of  Him  who  is  exalted 
above  all  blessing  and  praise ;  but  the  desire  is  enlarged,  that  I 
may  know  Him,  and  speak  of  the  glory  of  His  kingdom  and  talk 
of  His  power,  to  comprehend  with  all  saints  what  is  the  breadth 
and  length,  depth  and  height,  and  to  know  the  love  of  Christ  which 
passe th  knowledge,  and  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God ;  but 
to  this  I  have  not  fully  attained,  nor  yet  am  I  perfect  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  same  ;  but  I  follow  on  to  apprehend  that  for  which  I 
am  apprehended  of  Christ  This  I  call  a  dear  way  of  going  on : 
for  Christ  is  my  only  object  and  subject,  and  because  of  this  1  for* 

Sret  myself,  and  all  that  appertaineth  to  me  as  a  creature,  and  the 
anguage  of  my  heart  is,  "Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and 
there  is  none  on  earth  I  desire  beside  thee."  This  is  the  living 
experience  I  love,  because  there  is  no  death,  sin,  or  filthiness  can 
unite  with  it:  and  to  His  honor  I  speak  it,  that  He  hath  not  left 
me  in  total  ignorance  of  the  foregoing  truths ;  but  by  communication 
and  His  blessed  teachings  He  hath  ^iven  me  to  understand,  that 
as  all  the  fiilness  of  the  Godhead  boddy  dwells  in  Christ,  He  also 
Himself  dwells  in  my  heart  by  faith,  and  thus  we  are  filled  with  all 
the  fulness  of  God.  This  is  very  dear  to  "  know  and  believe  the 
love  God  hath  to  us :  God  is  love ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love, 
dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  Him."  I  cannot  say  "  How  can 
these  things  be  ?'*  nor  attempt  an  explanation  of  them,  but  thus 
saith  the  Lord:  **for  ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God,  as  God 
hath  said,  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them,  and  I  will  be 
their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people."  '*  I  will  receive  you,  and 
will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters, 
saith  the  Lord  Almighty :"  and  as  we  believe  the  Word,  so  we  find 
it  true,  and  set  to  His  seal  that  God  is  true,  knowing  He  hath  con- 
firmed His  Word  by  His  own  oath ;  so  that  heaven  and  earth  shall 
pass  away,  but  my  Word  shall  not  pass  away,  saith  our  most  glorious 


40  zion's  witness. 

Christ  It  is  from  not  believing  the  Word,  and  not  talcing  God  at 
His  Word,  that  professors  are  mnnnttring  against  God,  and  grumbling 
about  themselves,  and  nothing  satisfies  them  but  what  is  sensual 
and  fleshly.       '  ^ 

In  the  high  8t«aiding  of  resun*cti6h  blessedness  and  pure  relation- 
ship with  Jesusi  I  t^m  meet  and  greet  y6a,  of  whom  it  is  written, 
"  Beth  He  that  sanctifieth,  and  they  who  ate  sanctifieth  are  all  of 
one ;  for  which  cause  He  is  not  ashamed  to  call  them  brethren.*' 
**0  the  depth  of  the  riches!"  I  spent  a  long  time  in  exercise  of 
mind  about  sanctification,  looking  fbr  it  where  it  never  was ;  that 
is,  in  myself  t  but  now  I  am  happy  concerning  the  truth;  for  it  is 
me  personally  sanctified  in  Christ,  who  hfttn  sanctified  me  with 
His  own  blood,  and  the  will  of  God  is  our  sanctiBcation,  by  the 
which  will  we  are  sanctified  through  the  offering  of  the  body  of 
Jesus  Christ  once :  and  by  His  one  offering  He  hath  perfected  for 
ever  them  that  are  sanctified :  and  Himself  is  made  of  God '  to  us 
sanctification ;  so  that  I  believe  I  am  as  perfectly  and  completely 
sanctified  as  I  am  justified  firom  all  things ;  for  «  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
game  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  for  ever.**  What  a  mercy  to  have 
Christ  our  all  and  in  all :  to  know  Christ,  and  be  fiilly  satisfied 
with  Jesus  only ;  for  what  can  we  have  more  than  we  have,  only  to 
grow  in  ^race  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ :  and  it  is  in  the  knowledge  of  Him  that  we  live  and 
walk  contrary  to  our  ownselves,  and  all  that  we  are  the  subjects  of; 
and  this  is  living  and  walking  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight, 
looking  at  the  things  that  are  not  seen,  and  en  lure  as  seeing 
Him  who  is  invisible.  I  am  aware  these  things  are  to  reason  con- 
tradictory ;  but  they  are  plain  to  them  that  have  understanding ; 
and  thus  it  is  written,  "  Inc  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
wisdom,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Ones  is  understanding.** 
This  is  the  secret  of  the  Lord  that  is  with  the  righteous,  and  He 
will  show  them  Hjs  covenant,  of  whom  the  Father  ^th,  "  I  have 
given  Him  for  a  covenant  of  the  people  ;*  therefore  what  ever  may 
be  cherished  or  hoped  for,  if  it  be  in  abstract  fcom  Christ,  death 
and  disappointment  will  be  found  written  upon  it;  and  I  speak  free, 
saying,  this  we  have  learned  by  experience,  when  we  spent  our 
time  m  looking  afl:er  our  own  ease,  pleasure,  enlargements;  and 
comforts.  Many  a  time  have  I  wondere^l-  how  it' was.  that  de^tli' 
appeared  on  andf  in  all;  but,  blessed  be  the  Lord,  I  have  learned* 
however  good  these  things  are,  and'pleafte  for  a  time,  yet  they  are 
not  my  life  nor  daily  bread ;  for  Christ  is'  always  that.  It  is  the 
most  simple  and  blessed  way  of  living,  toliave  nothing  but  Christ 
for  our  portion ;  and  had  we  two,  our  hearts  would  appear  divided, 
and  our  mind  wandering  from  one  to  another:   but  how  blessed 
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is  Jesus  only,  our  everlaiBiing  light,  our  God,  and  our  glory.  Thus 
we  live,  and  walk  Cbrlfit,  in  peace  with  God  through  Him  ;  for  the 
life  is  more  than  m^at 

1  drop  a  hint  for  consideration.  Our  precious  Lord  Jesus  did 
not  live  for  Himself  on  earth,  neither  is  He  living  for  Himself  in 
heaven ;  but  for  us :  then  we  do  not  live  for  ourselves,  but  for  Him, 
What  a  dear  reciprocity  this  is  1  I  say,  with  Paul,  **  This  is  a  great 
mystery ;  but  I  speak  concerning  Christ  and  the  Church.''  Surely 
as  we  recognize  these  truths,  and  believe  them,  we  shall  find  it 
blessed  in  all  things  we  pass  through,  however  crossing  to  the  flesh, 
that  we  are  living  and  walking  through  them  for  Jesas,  that  He 
might  or  may  present  tis  faultless  before  the  piresence  of  His  glory 
with  exceeding  joy :  and  that  we  should  be  to  Him  a  glorious 
Church,  and  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  who  first 
trosted  in  Christ. 

My  Ruth  will  ponder  over  these  truths.    I  write  them  in  holy 
free^m,  believing  she  hath  the  mind  of  Christ  that  cannot  wallow 
in  G(»Tuption,  nor  bow  to  the  devil:  for  as  nothing  can  separate  us 
from  the  love  of   Christ,    we  are   more  than  ctmquerors  through 
Him  that  loved  us;  and  we  say  wth  David,  *'  We  will  rejoice  in 
thy  salvation  5  and  in  the  name  of  our  God  we  will  set  up  our  banners, 
and  say  continually,  «^  The  Lord  liveth,  and.blessed  be  my  Rock, 
and  let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  exalted ;"  *'  and  of  His  fulness 
we  all  receive  and  grace  for  grace.*'    I  add,  how  Wessed  it  is  to  be 
led  on  daily  knowing  we  are  not  of  the  world  even  as  He  is  not 
of  die  world.     We  had  our  origin  in  and  of  God,  and  nothing 
earthly,  sensual,  or  devilish  is  ours  by  childship  or  heirship ;  so 
that  the  things  that  trouble  and  vex  us,  are  no  more  related  to  us 
than  the  furniture  is  to  the  house  or  the  inhabitant;    they  are  for 
different  uses ;  "  and  the  earth  helped  the  woman  ;"  and  "  it  is  no 
more  I  that  do  it,  but  sin  that  dwelleth  in  me ;"  and  even  temptations 
have  their  use,  and  we  the  benefit ;  for  with  the  temptation  the 
Lord  maketh  a  way  for  our  escape.     By  these  things  we  learn  a 
little  of  the  depth  of  the  temptations  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  who  was 
^'  teiDpted  in  all  ppints  }ike   His  brethren,  and  knoweth  how  to 
succour  them  that  are  temp;ted;"  and  our  flesh  and  blood  in  union 
with  Him  hath  passed  through   all  sin,  sufiering,   death,  curse, 
tenuptiiUon,  and  w^atk;  •aa4^^'^  ^^  raised  up,  exalted,  and  glorified 
in  Jesus,  aod  cnow^u^.wij^  glory  and  honour;    and  as  our  nature 
is  holy  and  pure,  without  sin,  so  even  now  sin  is  no  part  of  our 
nature :  it  dwelleth  in  us,  but  "  there  is  therefore  now  no  con- 
demnation to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus."     It  is  the  strangers 
that  pay  tribute ;  but  the  children  are  free ;  yea,  made  fi:ee  indeed 
by  the  Son.     This  is  our  blessedness,  whatever  ma)'  be  going  on 
within  or  without :  so  I  find  it  blessed  to  know  and  believe  that  as 
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I  belong  to  Christ,  there  is  nothing  a  real  evil  to  tne,  nor  can  any 
thing  do  me  a  find  injury,  because  I  am  in  Christ  a  new  creature, 
and  cannot  sin,  because  I  am  bom  of  God ;  and  so  I  know  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good,  Sec. 

Beloved,  I  trust  this  will  find  you  in  the  sweet  employ  of  sucking 
honey  fi'om  the  rock,  masticating  the  hidden  manna,  and  pondering 
over  that  peculiar  gift,  the  white  stone,  and  reading  every  letter 
in  the  new  name  written  thereon.  How  dear  also  to  trace  out  the 
beauty,  glo^,  excellencies,  perfections,  and  erradiating  radiancy  of 
the  rose  of  Sharon,  and  to  inhale  His  odours,  firagrance,  andperfiimes, 
until  constrained  to  say,  ^*  Stay  me  with  flagons,  comfort  me  with 
apples ;  for  I  am  sick  of  love :"  and  thus  sit  down  under  His  shadow 
with  great  delight,  and  find  His  firuit  sweet  to  our  taste.  What  a 
sweet  mystery  to  eat  His  flesh  and  drink  His  blood,  dwell  in  Him 
and  have  eternal  life  in  Him ;  yea,  salvation  with  eternal  glory. 
This  truth  also  still  stands  unalterable,  **  all  are  yours,  ye  are 
Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God*s." 

Through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  gracious  God,  I  passed  my 
5Srd  birthday  on  Thursday  last,  the  23rd.  A  few  words  I  can 
only  say  on  the  subject.  "What  hath  God  wrought?"  and  **  He 
that  wrought  us  for  the  selfiiame  thing  is  God ;"  **  by  the  grace  of 
God  I  am  what  I  am;"  and  **  having  obtained  help  of  Him  I 
continue,"  "  saying  none  other  things  man  Moses  and  the  prophets 
did  write,  that  Christ  should  sufier,  and  be  the  first  that  should 
rise  firom  the  dead,"  &c.  As  usual,  I  send  my  salutations  to 
the  few  sheep ;  you  know  them  by  name ;  and  may  grace  and 
peace  be  multiplied  unto  them  through  the  knowledge  of  God  and 
of  Jesus  our  Lord.  To  the  afiiicted  member  Mary  a  double  sal- 
utation, with  peace  and  love;  double  for  all  her  sins;  a  heart 
fiill  of  love  to  yourself,  and  dear  mother.  I  hope  the  elect  lady 
is  going  forth  in  the  dances  of  them  that  make  merry,  and  the 

Seace  of  God  shall  keep  your  heart  and  mind  through  Christ 
esus. 

Yours  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  Tbigos. 


Sixty^ighth  Letter. 

tU£  GLEANER  TO  THE  REAPER. 

Beloved  in  the   Lord,   companion  in    tribulation,   and   vtf 
THE    KINGDOM  AND    PATIENCE    OF  Jesus    Christ, — Gracc  and 

E;ace  be  with  you  firom  God  our  Father,  and  Jesus  Christ  our 
ord.      "Is  it  well  with  thee ?     Is  it  well  with  thv  Husband  ?      Is 
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it  well  with  the  child  ?  and  she  said^  it  is  welL"  Nothing  shall  be 
wanting  to  make  it  well,  thAt  patience  may  have  perfect  work  and  be 
entire,!  wanting  nothing  to  prove  the  love,  ixdthtulnessb  and  wisdom 
of  jour  covenant  God,  who  having  begun  will  make  an  end,  and 
at  never  end  in  doing  you  good  with  all  His  heart  and  widi  all 
"Is  souL  While  we  are  in  this^lower  house  it  pleaseth  Him  to  work 
mostly  by  contraries  which  are  very  trying  to  flesh  and  blood, 
puzzling  to  carnal  reason,  and  confounding  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
flesh,  yet  all  exceedingly  good  for  us  and  glorifying  to  Himself, 
that  no  flesh  should  glory  in  His  presence ;  but  be  that  glorieth  let 
him  glory  in  the  Lora  who  worketh  all  things  according  to  the 
counsel  of  His  own  will,  and  nothing  slippeth  out  contrary  to  His 
purpose  which  festeneth  all  at  both  ends,  however  small  and  unim- 
portant they  may  appear.  Witness  the  numbered  hairs,  the  alighting 
sparrows,  the  fed  ravens,  the  clothed  lilies,  and  the  firstling  of  the 
ass  redeemed  with  a  lamb,  typing  out  such  a  poor  creature  as  me, 
redeemed  by  precious  blood  of  the  unblemished  Lamb  **  to  the 
prmse  of  the  glory  of  His  grace  who  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the 
beloved;"  and  ^^  He  that  spared  not  His  own  Son,  but  delivered 
Him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  He  not  with  Him  also  freelv  give  us 
all  things  ?"  Both  faith  and  the  trial  of  fiuth — the  need  and  the 
supply  of  the  need — the  promise  and  a  death  upon  it,  that  the  ful- 
filment may  be  a  resurrection  blessing ;  and  many  creature  comforts, 
and  a  thorn  in  the  flesh  with  them  all,  that  we  ,may  nestle  nowhere 
but  in  that  rest  and  refreshing  wherewith  He  causeth  His  weary 
ones  to  rest,  even  that  dear  Son  whom  He  spared  not  for  our  sakes, 
that  we  being  spared  from  the  sword  of  justice,  might  find  grace 
in  the  wilderness  and  rest  to  our  souls  in  the  good  Shepherd  who 
was  smitten  of  that  sword  till  it  was  filled  and  satisfied ;  yea,  fiit 
with  fiitness. 

''  In  His  deep  wounds  we  healing  find» 
And  live  while  we  hehold  Him  die  ;'* 

for  our  An  and  death  die  with  Hun. 

**  Here  fixes  all  my  hope. 

Here  rests  my  warmest  love, 
Till'  the  communion  he  complete 

In  hrighter  scenes  ahove." 

Thither  we  are  hastening,  and  my  earthly  tabernacle  being  officii 
tenure,  I  do  not  look  for  any  great  length  of  journey  yet  to  come 
any  more  than  yourself.  "  The  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at 
hauad ;  let  us  who  are  of  the  day  be  sober,  putting  on  the  breast- 
plate of  faith  and  love,  and  for  an  helmet  the  hope  of  salvation:*' 
•*  For  God  hath  not  appointed  us  to  wrath,  but  to  obtain  salvation 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  CQuist,  who  died  for  us,  that  whether  we 
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wake  or  sleep  we  should  live '  together  with  Him."     This  is  very 
sweet,  being  raised  tip  together,  and  made  to  sit  together  in  heavenly 
places  in  Christ  Jesus.      In  death  Christ  and   His  Church  wete 
not  divided;  in  resnrrection  life  they  are  lovely  and  pleasant  for 
ever  and  ever:  in  tte  wilderness  journey  they  have  endeared  com- 
panionship, and  she  travels  on  leaning  upon  her  Beloved,  ^    The 
Bow  of  the  Cavenant  is  set  in  the  Cloud  of  our  mortal  condition, 
ensuring  us  'from  bdiig  destroyed  by  the  flood  of  tribulation  or 
temptation,  and  it  is  our  token  of  peace  in  the  day  of  rain.     Soon 
winter  and  rain  will  be  over  and  gone;  .we  shall  have  a  morning 
without  clouds,  and  dear  shining  for  ever  and  ever ;    but  whether 
here  or  there  our  Christ   is  all  and  in  all,  we  live  together  with 
Him.      Oh  I    it  seems  to  me  that  our  Father  loved  us  so.  He 
could  not  find  sufficient  vent  for   that  love  but  in  such  a  gift  aa 
Jesus :  our  Beloved  loved  us  so,  that  He  could  not  sufficiently  mani* 
fest  it  but  by  having  His  dear  heart  laid  right  open  to  discover  it : 
the  dear  Comforter  loves  us  so,  that  He  will  brmg  Christ  and  us 
together  to  part  no  more :  the  love  of  the  Holy  Three  far  surpasses 
my  finite  mind,  but  though  I  cannot  fathom  that  ocean,  1  may 
swim  in  it    vrith  delight  and  thanksgiving*  rejoicing  that  it  can 
never  be  passed  over. 

'*  0  Lore,  thou  bottomless  abyss, 

My  sins  are  swallowed  up  in  thee, 
Covered  is  my  unrighteousness, 
From  condemnation  I  am  free.** 

I  want  a  more  expanded  soul  to  take  in  the  wonders  of  love,  having 
the  witness  of  the  Spirit  that  I  am  one  of  its  objects.     "  Ye  are  not 
straitened  in  Him,  but  ye  are  straitened  in  your  own  bowels."     How 
true  I  feel  it  I     When  having  some  view  of  the  glories  of  my  Lord, 
which  are  so  far  beyond  all  I  have,  I  desire  enlargement  in  Him, 
and  desire  to  rejoice  ever  in  Himself  and  not  in  any  enlargements 
or  sensible  enjoyments.     He  is  faith's  object,  and  trust  and  triumph ; 
nor  will  the  storm  or  the  trial  prevent  it,  because  they  are  only  to 
keep  flesh  down,  and  bring  out  more  of  His  wonders ;    yea,  also, 
they  prove  to  us  in  how  much  our  confidence  is  in  creatures  and 
circumstances,  and  where  we  are  really  trusting  in  the  Lord  alone. 
In  the  latter  case,    we  shall  bless  Him  at  all  times,  and  His  praise 
be  continually  in  our  mouths.      **  The  earth  is  thfe  Lord's,  and  ihe 
fiilness  thereof;"  and  it  is  in  real  lo\e  He  lets  so  many  of  His  people 
be  poor  in  this  world,  just  to  draw  out  their  faith  upon  Him^  show 
forth  to  them  and  upon  them  His  marvellous  worts,  and  because 
this  world  is  neither  their  home  nor  their  portion.     Bless   Him,   O 
xny  soul,  and  forget  not  these  His  benefits !      The   Lord  is  my 
blessed,  happy  portion  ;    therefore  will  I  hope  in  Him  till  feith  and 
hope  give  place  to  sight  and  full  fruition. 
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The  legacy  you  eitpect  is  amongst^  the^  Bture  mercies  of  Dayid, 
and  will  come  in  love  from  the  good  Shepherd  who  careth  for  His 
sheep  and  lambs,  and  will  still  sAy,  ^^kt  all  thy  wants  lie  upon 
me,"  **  I  have  written  with  mine  own  hand^  I  will  repay  :**  "  Leave 
thy  fatherless  childreo,  I  will  pn^serve  them  alive,  and  let  thy 
widows  trast  in  me."  Srarely  I  am  His  v«ritnes&  A  weak  timid 
one  left  continually  alone,  I  can  joyfully  testify  thai  He  has  not 
left  me  an  orphan.  He  has  come  unto  me^  oomfoorted  ine,  and  in 
Him  is  abundant  fulness  to  supply  eadi  poor  widow  and  fatheriese 
child  who  rest  in  Him,  or  are  trusted  witJi  EQm.  I  do  not  twrite 
these  things  because  you  know  them  not ;  but  accordiof^  to  ancient 
custom,  epeakinffone  to  another  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  for  strength^ 
ening  ana  refreshment,  that  He  in  all  things  may  be  glorified* 

Have  heaid  of  you  by  several  friends;  glad  you  are  better. 
Thanks  for  the  sermons:  I  am  glad  to  have  &ith  enoouraged«  You 
have  heard  of  my  long  joinrney  to  Scotland ;  cannot  say  much  of 
my  bodily  heaUn ;  but  can  say.  He  blessed  me  there* 

And  wnether  my  body  be  weak  or  strong,  my  dear  and  preciouB 
Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever.  It  is  a 
love- union  and  a  life-union,  which  nothing  can  dissever,  and  when 
we  pass  through  Jordan's  flood,  He  will  be  with  us:. the  Ark  has 

§one  before,  and  no  harm  shall  happen  us  there ;  the  bitterness  of 
eath  is  past,  our  Surety  paid  that  penalty,  and  all  will  be  well. 
Though  my  creature  feelings  sometimes  shrink  from  the  dissolving, 
yet  doth  my  spirit  long  to  be  **  absent  from  the  body  and  present 
vnth  the  Lord.**     Adieu.     My  love  be  with  you  in  Christ  Jesus. 

In  Him,  yours  affectionately. 

His  Gleaner. 


NONE  BUT  JESUS. 


I^earest  .TesaSfWbatBBtore 
In  thy  folMia  I  leaii^ftQd, 
^    Let  ise  now  and  ^v^nijoro 

Fix  on  thee  my  heart  arid  mind : 
%wi  the  centre  of  my  thtmght, 
fCKi^bjQU  tiLe  gannenit  Icuveikatlirwroiigbt. 

.'  -  in '  Ciiklwidi  iMajittty  and  {K»w«r| 

ytet.tfy  land  with  special  shbw€^, 
'  ' ;  '*'    Shed  atiroaff  'thy  matcliligss  We  ; 
h'"  D&Btieai  lidtil^thau  kn6\aett  fdll  trell 
,  .,  1ij(^itb9Ut -thee  thi3  ^arth  isjiell. 

"Vfk&t  can  yield  true  peace  oC  mind  1 
What  to  me  oan  comfort  give  ] 

"What  in  nature  can  I  find. 
If  in  thee  I  cannot  lire  Y 

Thou  art  precious  to  my  soul, 

From  thee  all  my  pleasures  roll. 


I  Raise  me,  Jesus,  by  thy  power, 

Bid  me  sing  in  hearenly  place ; 

Let  me  spend  a  happy  hoar 
In  thy  love  and  special  grace  : 

^eii  lil  leave  time-things  behind, 

'  Qloiy  in  thy  presence  find* 

Ifitoustd  my  heart  thy  Spirit  'twine» 
Fill  my  soul  with  holy  fire. 

Witness  now  that  I  am  thine. 
Raise  me,  precious  Jesus,  higher : 

Iiet  1|iy  love  within  me  flow, 

Qive  me  more  of  thee  to  know. 

^ 

Thou  my  Banquet  and  my  Feast, 
Thou  my  true  and  living  Bread, 

Let,  in  love,  the  very  least. 
With  the  children's  fiM)d  be  fed : 

Kone  can  satisfy  but  thee, 

Thou  art  all  in  all  to  me.  A.W, 
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(^Continued  from  pag9  7.) 

I  CAN  remember  nothing  further  until  I  reached  the  age  of  12  or 
IS  vcans,  except  in  my  youneer  days  I  sometimes  heard  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  ivithout  Knowing  anything  of  the  Bible  I  had 
a  sort  of  love  and  reverence  for,  and  saw  something  solemn  in,  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  I  had  even  exalted  thoughts  of  His  person^ 
and  something  seemed  to  impress  upon  me  the  certainty  of  His 
being  more  than  man.  Nay,  the  very  name  itself  bespoke  to  me 
His  divinity,  though  at  that  time  I  kne^w  not  the  meaning  of  the 
term  divinity.  I  viewed  Him  as  the  Almighty,  and  everything 
connected  with  Him  seemed  solemn,  sacred,  and  awful ;  and  yet 
there  was,  at  the  same  time,  something  about  Him  sweet  and  precious. 
I  believe  that  all  the  arguments,  even  then,  of  Infidel  and  Atheists 
could  not  have  made  me  anArian,  Socinian,  or  Arminian^  though,  like 
the  rest  of  Adam's  sons  and  daughters^  I  was  bom  afree^willer  and 
free-grace  hater,  and  should  have  lived  and  died  one  too^  had  it  not 
been  for  electing  love  and  sovereign  srace.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
soul  I  But  notwithstanding  these  views  of  the  Saviour,  there  was 
something  which  made  me  ashamed  in  company  whenever  the 
name  of  Christ  or  religion  was  the  subject  of  conversation.  I 
would  ^o  out,  get  out  of  the  way,  or  do  anything  rather  than  listen 
to  religious  matters.  Whatever  it  was  that  made  me  ashamed,  I 
believe  that  in  these  my  childish  days  I  saw  more  in  Jesus  Christ 
than  do  many  of  the  Arminians  now ;  and  I  never  was  either 
Arminian  or  Arian  in  principle. 

About  this  time  we  were  very  poor,  and  flour  being  very  high  in 
price,  we  were  obliged  to  succumb  to  barley  bread,  which  did  not 
suit  my  weak  consdtution;  and  books  being  expensive,  I  had  no. 
means  and  less  relish  for  instruction.  I  believe  at  this  time  we  had 
no  spiritual  teachers  in  the  town  ;  but  a  nest  full  of  blind  guides, 
dumo  doffs,  wolves,  and  devils  transformed.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  that  the  Lord  had  not  His  two  or  three  hidden  ones  among 
them ;  but  if  He  had,  I  knew  nothing  of  them  and  cared  less.  I 
have  said  that  I  never  was  an  Arminian  in  sentiment,  but  I  had  as 
much  Arminianism  in  my  heiul;  and  feelings  as  the  devil  could 
stuff  me  with ;  and  now  mark  what  X  am  about  to  say,  as  I  believe 
it  is  the  experience  of  many  <^  the  L(^'s  people.  When  I  was 
able  to  understand  and  contend  for  the  truth  in  the  letter,'  I 
was  for  years  an  enemy  to,  and  with  all  my  heart  fitting  i^ainst, 
the  truth  in  its  spirit  and  power.  For  many  years  I  have  known 
it  to  be  the  privilege  of  the  believer  to  leave  off  working,  and  rest 
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in  the  finished  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  yet  found  my  heart 
such  a  devil's  workshop,  filled  with  all  sorts  of  lumber  and  fleshly 
tools,  that  it  has  been  hard  work  to  do  bo  ;  and  notwithstanding 
all  the  flogging,  buffeting,  and  chastisement  for  this  my  folly  or 
foolishness,  which  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  the  rickety  child, 
the  rod  of  correction  has  not  yet  driven  it  out  No  sooner  do  I 
come  out  of  the  stocks,  out  of  prison,  or  out  of  the  ditch  (Job  ix. 
31)  32),  by  an  act  of  lovingkindness,  than  I  am  crosd-Iegged  again^ 
and  as  foolish  as  ever  with  my  patching  and  mending,  until  I  get 
another  plunge  into  the  ditch :  and  this  has  been  the  way  the  poor 
fool  has  been  brayed  in  a  mortar,  with  a  pestle  among  wheat 
for  more  than  30  years,  yet  his  foolishness  has  not  departed  from 
him  (Prov*  xxvii,  32).  It  is  one  thing  for  me  to  hola  the  truth, 
but  it  is  another  for  the  truth  to  hold  me ;  one  thing  to  love  the 
truth  in  the  letter,  another  to  fall  under  its  divine  power  and 
spirit  My  soul  knows  and  feels  something  of  this.  Dear  reader, 
bow  do  matters  stand  with  you  ?  Arminians,  Arians,  and  Sociniana 
I  consider  the  worst  enemies  to  the  truth  out  of  hell ;  and  that 
solemn  sentence  of  the  Lord  has  rested  with  great  weight  upon  my 
mind ;  "  If  ye  believe  not  THAT  I  AM,  ve  shall  die  in  your  sins. 
Oh,  ye  Socinians  and  Aritms,  tremble  if  you  can  at  the  awfiil 
words  of  "the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,"  whose  person  and 
work  you  despise ;  but,  mind,  the  words  do  not  say  that  you  can 
believe  if  you  will,  or  blame  you  for  not  believing  with  **  the  faith 
of  God's  elect,"  which  is  His  sovereign  gift.  The  plain  meaning 
of  the  portion  is,  If  you  do  not  believe  by  the  effectual  working  of  , 
God  the  Spirit;  if  your  selfi^ill,  your  carnal  reason,  your  love  of 
sin,  is  not  overturned  by  sovereign^  irresistable  grace,  and  a  cry  put 
into  your  heart,  "  JVhat  must  I  do  to  be  saved?*  and  you  are 
compelled  to  Jly  for  refuge  to  the  Omnipotent  Saviour,  whose 
eternal  person,  sovereign  grace,  and  Almighty  power  you  despise, 
you  must  die  in  your  sins.  This  is  the  plain,  unsophisticated 
meaning  of  the  words;  and,  if  grace  prevent  not,  you  will,  when 
you  reach  the  bottomles  pit,  haye  a  better  &ith  than  you  now  po8<- 
ess  I  for  the  devil  believes  in  the  eternal  power  and  Godhead  of 
Christ ;  but  instead  of  his  faith  causing  him  to  rejoice,  it  makes 
him  tremble  (James  iL  t9).  Satan  being  the  father  of  lies^  he 
finds  it  easy  to  produce  a  plentiful  crop  in  the  hearts  of  his  chil- 
dren here ;  but  he  cannot  make  one  lie  take  root  in 
the  lower  regions.  Ob,  what  a  mercy  to  be  delivered  from  "  the 
power  of  darkness !"  Mark,  reader,  "  the  power  of  darkness  1"  O 
then  there  is  a  power  in  darkness  !  Yes,  and  a  power  too  that  all 
the  workings,  missionary  meetings,  platform'  orations,  fleshly 
strivings,  and  creature  wooings  and  cooings  can  never  overturn : 
snch  a  power  that  blinds  the  eyes,  hardens  the  heart,  and  holds  fast 
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by  the  chains  of  sin  all  those  who  are  led  captive  by  the  devil  at 
his  will.  It  is  such  a  power  as  the  child  alone  groans,  cries,  and 
sighs  under  the  galling  yoke  of.  I  write  this  from  painful  experience. 
My  soul  has  groaned,  sighed,  and  bled  under  the  power  of  sin,  un- 
cleanness,  and  temptation,  nor  can  anything  break,  subdue,  or  de- 
liver frorti  this  power  but  a  mightier  power  from  the  Lord.  He 
with  a  word  of  sweetness,  look  of  love,  manifestation  of  mercy,  can 
break  down  every  barrier,  break  through  every  cloud,  and  break 
away  every  impediment;  f©r  "where  the  Word  of  a  King  is, 
there  is  power.' 

But  I  was  going  to  say  what  a  mercy  it  is  to  be  delivered  from 
the  power  of  darkness,  .«nd  translated  into  the  kingdom  of  God's 
dear  Son :  to  feel  the  workings  of  sin,  to  see  the  nakedness  of  all 
creature  righteousness,  the  end  of  all  perfection  in  the  flesh,  and 
to  feel  sick  of  self^  the  world,  and  everything  short  of  Jesug  wd. 
the  resurrection.  Indeed  it  is  no  small  mercy  to  feel  our  need  of 
Jesus,  and  to  see  in  Him  all-sufficint  fulness  of  grace,  righteousness, 
and  peace ;  and  it  is  still  more  precious  to  feel  our  hearts  run  after^ 
Him,lookuntoHim,andrest  upon  Himfortimeand  eternity.  A  choice 
mercy  indeed  it  is  to  be  enabled  to  relish  and  love  the  fever-preciott^ 
all-glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God.  How  choice  a  fevor'  it  is 
to  feel  our  hearts  warmed,  souls  comforted,  faith  strengthened,  hop^ 
revived,  and  our  peace  to  flow  as  a  river,  through  the  unctuous 
teaching,  leading,  and  enlightening  of  the  blessed  opirit ;  and  then 

0  how  precious  to  see  and  feel  our  lovely  Jesus  to  be  the  sum  and 
substance,   marrow  and  fatness  of  all!      These  are  a  few  of  the 
blessings  and  choice  privileges  peculiar  to  the  people  of  God,  who 
are  called  "  a  peculiar  people :"  and,  my  dear  brethren,  when  we  are 
sweetly  led  into  the  mine  of  hidden  treasure,  what  riches  in  poverty, 
comfort  in  sorrow,  peace  in  war,  joy  in  tribulation  ;  and  what  sweets* 
in  the  world's  bitters !     It  is  upon  Christ  our  everlasting  Ruck  we 
stand,  in  Christ  our  High  Tower  we  refuge,  und^r  Christ  our  Tree ' 
of  Life  we  sit,  and  with  Christ   we  enjoy  spiritual  blessings  ifr- 
heavenly  places.     When  by  grace  I  can  think  of  these  things,  I) 
forget  my  poverty,  and  remember  my  misery  no  more.     It  is  tl«en 

1  fly  aloft,  soar  on  high,  run  without  weariiiess>  walk  wiliidi^ 
fainting,  sing  without  sighing,  and  rejoice  withoii  crying ;  bfecattsb ' 
the  Gospel  wine  cheers  my  heart,  oils  my  joints,  sets  my  f^et  ifl'A* 
large  room,  puts  a  new  song  into  my  mouth,  and  es^tablishes  t^iy) 
goings.     But  I  must  return.  -^  ' 

(To  he  Continued.) 
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10  EACH  AND  TO  ALL, 

Rbadbb,  whoever  you  are,  whatever  you  may  be,  whether  noble  or 
ignoble,  rich  or  poor,  young  or  old,  male  or  female,  the  following 
lines  are  written  for  your  careful  perusal.     Do  not  hastily  cast  them 
OD  one  side  or  consign  them  to  the  flames,  but  give  them  an  im- 
partial reading ;    for  they  contain  th^^  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  which  we  are  determined  to  declare,  both  from  the  pulpit 
and  the  press,  whether  men  will  hear  or  whether  they  will  forbear. 
Do  not  let  men  deceive  you  by  saying  that  it  matters  but  little  what 
you  hear  or  read  concerning  eternal  things,  that  so  as  you  are  but 
religioasi,  belong  to  a  christian  Church,  and  lead  a  moral  and  con- 
sistent life,  you  need  not  fear  the  consequences  of  entering  a  future 
state.     Let  us  invite  your  Attention  to  a  portion  of  God's  Word 
which  sayB,  "  Take  lieed  how  you  hear  and  wfiai  you  hear ;"  "  for 
theriQ  are.  many  false  prophets  gone  out  into  the  wodd :"   and  if  it 
were  possible  they  would  deceive  the  very  elect ;  biit  that  is  not 
possible^  iuid  why?     "AH  thy  children  shall    be  taught  of  the 
Losd  ;^  00  that  all  who  were  given  into  the  hands  of  Christ  by  the 
^^(li^riii  eternity,  were  undertook  for  by  Christ  to  save  in  Himself 
M^t}i  aa  everlasting  salvation  in  time,  when  He  cried  with  a  loud 
voipe,  saying  **It  is  finished:"  and  all  who  were  redeemed  by 
Qiiisfe  ai^i  called  with  an  high  and  holy  calling  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
at' the  verv  time  and  on  the  very  spot  fixed  upon  by  God  before  all 
worlds.     These  and  these  only  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
and  why  ?     Because  none  others  were  loved  with  an  everlasting 
love  (Dent  xxxiii.  3),  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  made 
willing  in  the  day  of  God's  power  (Psa.  ex.  3),  and  are  taught  to 
love  me  truth  that  makes  them  free.      The  sons  and  daughters  of 
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the  Lord  Almighty  alone  worship  'God  in  the  Spirit,   rejoice  in 
Christ  Jesus,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh ;    and  these  ex- 
clusively are  enabled  to  cry,  "Abba,  Father"  (Rom.  viii.  14-16). 
All  beside  the  loved  and  chosen  of  God,  redeemed  of  the  Son, 
and  quickened  by  the  Spirit,  are  bastards  and  not  sons.     These 
bastards  never  had  any  right  or  meaK>rial  in  God's  spiritual  Israel, 
and  never  will,  though  they  live  a  hundred  years  twice  told.  "  The 
election  hath  obtained  it,  and  the  rest  were  blinded ;"   "  therefore 
they  COULD  not  believe ;  for  Esaias  said  again.  He  hath  blinded 
their  eyes,  and  hardened  their  hearts."     But  though  the  Prophet 
declared  that  certain  men    could    not  believe,  and  the  Apostle 
John  repeated  it  (Jno.  xiL38,  40),  yet  men  have  the  effrontery  in 
our  day  to  give  eternal  truth  the  lie  and  say,  "  All  men   may  be- 
lieve if  they  like."     This  truly  is  a  bold  stroke;  but  it  is  no  more 
bold  than  truthful ;  for  no  matter  what  free-will  Church  or  Chapel 
you  enter,  you  may  hear  the  statement  repeated  again  and  again 
in  a  few  minutes.      Who  are  we  to  believe  ?  that's  the  question. 
The  eternal  God  or  man?     Which,  reader,  we  repeat,  are  we  to 
listen  to  ?     Come,  out  with  it.     Shall  we  give  ear  to  Satan's  lie  or 
God's  truth?    Decide,  now,  which  shall  it  be  ?     Satan  says,  in  his 
agents,  free-will  parsons,  that  man  has  the  power  to  come  to  God, 
believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  be  saved  if  he  likes,  when 
the  Lord  says,  "  It  is  kot  of  him  who  willeth  or  him  who  runneth, 
but  of  God  that  showeth  mercy  ;"  which  are  we  to  believe  ?  Free- 
will parsons  say,    and    free-will  hearers  believe  it,  that  all  may 
obtain  mercy  if  they  have  a  mind  for  it,  and  will  repent,  be  very 
good,  &c. ;  but  God  says  in  His  blessed  Word,  "  I  will  have  mercy 
on  whom  I  will  have  mercy ;  and  whom  I  will  I  harden.'*      Who 
are  we  to  believe  ?     ProucI  fleshly  religionists  tell  us  that  salvation 
is  for  all  Adam's  sons  and  daughters,  and  it  is  their  own  fault  if 
they  are  not  saved ;  while  His  sacred  Majesty  says,  "  The  election 
hath  obtainedit,  and  the  rest  were  blinded."  Waich  are  we  to  believe  ? 
Wesleyans,  Ranters,  Independents,  Free-will  Baptists,  Churchmen, 
with  the  whole  host  of  Baal's  worshippers*  say  that  Christ  died  for 
the  whole  human  race,  goats  as  well  as  sheep,  bastards  as  well  as 
sons  (Gal.  iv.  30),  Esau  as  well  as  Jacob  (Bom.  ix  13),  Cain  as 
well  as  Abel,  Judas  as  well  as  Peter,  Simon  Magus  as  well  as  Paul, 
&c. ;  whereas  Christ  Himself  declared,  ^*  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the 
sheep."  The  Word  of  God  says,  "  Jacob  haye  1  loved,  but  &a\i 
have  I  hated ;    and  "  as  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life 
believed :"  also,   "  The  Lord  added  to  the   Church  daily  such  as 
(woulu  be  saved?      No!]  should  be  saved."     Which,  we  again 
repeat,  are  to  be  believed  ?      '*  Let  God  be  true,  and  every  man," 
whether  pious  or  profane,  '^a  liar"  who  dares  to  oppose  the  Word 
of  God  with  bis  free-will  rubbish. 


TO   EACH    AND    TO   ALL.  51 

-  The  devil's  lies  are  believed^  but  the  trtith  as  it  ia  in  Jesus  is  set 
at  naught  and  despised.  The  free^^ace  doctrines  of  the  Bible 
are  hated,  rejected,  and  spurned  by  the  whole  host  of  fleshly  pro- 
fessors. How  is  this?  Because  none  but  those  who  are  born 
again  have  the  spiritual  ear,  spiritual  eye,  and  spiritual  heart ; 
and  as  so  few  new  births  take  place  in.  the  world,  professors  are 
left  in  nature's  darkness,  not  being  partakers  of  the  Diyne  nature. 
The  remnant  according  to  the  election  of  grace  can  hear  God  s 
truth,  and  all  besides  are  given  up  to  believe  a  lie.  Natural 
persons  like  natural  religion,  but  spiritual  persons  are  fond  of  vital 
godliness.  Free-will  is  the  religi(»)  of  nature,  free-grace  is  the 
religion  of  Jesus  Christ  Everyman  is  bom  a  free-grace  hater, 
and  none  can  be  free-grace  lovers  but  those  who  are  t>om  again. 
Reader,  are  you  a  partaker  of  the  new  birth  7 

Bbkjamin. 


CHRIST  ALONE  EXALTED, 

Sixty-ninth  Letfer. 

THE   REAFEIl    TO   THE    GLEANER. 

My  very  bear  Ruth,  my  own  daughter  in  the  faith, — 
Thou  art  my  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing,  the  dearly  beloved  of  and 
in  the  Lord ;  yea,  the  dearly  beloved  of  His  soul,  who  is  ever  de- 
lighting in  ana  rejoicing  over  you,  to  do  you  good,  with  His  whole 
heart  and  soul.  The  thought  of  this  delights  my  soul,  and  in  this 
secret  of  the  Lord  I  rise  above  myself,  and  all  created  things,  to 
gaze  upon  His  unsullied  glories,  with  open  face  behold  Him  on  His 
tnrone,  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  with  our  own  flesh, 
the  body  of  His  flesh,  exalted  above  all  heavens,  enthroned  in  glory 
with  Him,  who  is  Himself  the  eternal  God,  our  Jesus,  Mediator, 
the  Prince  of  Life,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Child  born,  the  Son 

fiven;  arid  His  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  the 
lighty  Gocl,  the  everlasting  Father,  in  whom  all  fulness  dwells. 
xMljthe  jiredsures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  dwell  in  Him;  yea, 
ai!  i[he  fijti^fss  of  the  Godtead,  bodily,  and  the  Spirit  declares  to  us, 
**^tji(f'j^^.  drc  CQmj)lete  in  Him,  who  is  the  Head  of  all  principality 
andjiower;'* 'and'as  we  apprehend  this  by  faith,  and  our  souls  are 
confftiiieS'ili  the  divine  properties  of  the  same,  so  we  live  and  walk 
by  faith^' and  consult  nothing  or  no  one  on  matters  which  are 
eternal,  but  Jesus  only ;  and  it  is  in  this  way  that  we  honour  the 
Father :  and  it  is  to  be  observed  that  faith  having  but  one  object  and 
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subject,  wbich  is  Jesus  the  glorious  Mediator,  it  never  recedes  there- 
from, nor  endeavours  to  rest  in  or  on  a  created  being  or  thing. 
Ah,  no ;  but  only  in  and  on  its  own  author  and  finisher,  **  Emmanuel, 
God  with   us."    It  is   true    that  our    senses  rove    to  seek   rest 
where   it  is  not  to  be  found,  and  iti  this  way  we  have  been  dis- 
appointed, but  now  we  find  ftiith  and  sense  are  opposites.      Sense 
sints  us  into  the  creature,  feith  rises  high  above  such  things,  centres 
and  stands  in  the  Crfeatdri  the  Redeemer;  and  thus  by  faith  we 
have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.      This  is 
most  blessedly  set  forth  by  the  Holy  Ghost  in  His  account  of  the 
noble  army  of  martyrg  (Bfebl  xi.).    All  was  achieved  in  the  strength 
of  the  Lord  by  fill tpi  .  There  was  no  seeking  their  own  ease  and 
pleasure,  but  by  fkiHi  they  saw  and  embraced  the  promises,  con- 
fessed they  were  strangers  and  pilgrims,  and  they  sought  a  city 
which  hath  foundations,  whose  maker  and  T^uilder  is  God.      There 
is  one  truth  given  to  testify  to  us  th^t  fitth  never  gpes  back  firom 
its  author  and  object;  •*  and  truly  if  they  had  been  mindflit  of  that* 
country  from  whence  they  came  out,  they  might  have  had  oppor- 
tunity to  have  returned ;  but  now  they  desire  a  better  country :  that 
is,  an  heavenly,  wherefore  God  is  not  ashamed  to  be  called  their 
Gqd ;  for  He  hath  prepared  for  them  a  city***    f  As  it  was  then,  so 
it  is  now ;  faith  is  always  onward  and  upward ;   never  mixes  with 
creature  things,  nor  shrinks  from  the  highest  mountains,  the  greatest 
difiiculties,  and  creature  iinpossibilities ;   but  pleads  the  promise, 
lays  hold  of  the  strength  of  God,  and  overcomes  all  things  by  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.     Faith  always  recognizes  the  Forerunner,  be- 
fore whom  armies  of  aliens  melt  awa/y,  mountains  and  hills  dissolve 
into  plains,  crooked  things  to  straightness,  the  rivers  turn  to  dry 
land,  islands  into  pools,  and  devils  flybefore  Him,  and  we  walk  on 
and  follow  the  Lamb  whithersoever  He  goeth ;  and  are  more  than 
conquerors  through  Him  that  loved  us.     Faith  will  never  turn  back, 
and  we  by  faith  shall  come  out  of  evety  trial  as  Daniel,  because 
he  believed  in  his  God.     If  we  CBlrtilf  ponder  over  these  things  we 
plainly  see  there  are  no  itnpossTbiHties  that  Ifeith  heeds,  but  passetb 
through  all  to  the  subduing  of  kingdoms,  and  quenching  the  vi^^lence 
of  fire,  &c.,  &c.    The  words  of  our  most  glorious  Chnst  c^rry  this 
out  in  full  detail,  saying,  **  All  things  are  possible  to  him  that 
believeth  :*•  and  I  add  in  love,  as  this  is  our  daily  privilege,  because 
we  belong  to  Christ,  so  it  would  be  great  folly  to  consult  flesh  arid 
blood,  or  look  at  sensible  objects,  and  say,  **  There  is  a  Hon  in  the 
way  ;**  for  true  faith  worketh  by  love,  and  proceeds  with  saying  and 
singing,  according  to  the  word,     "  Although  the  fig  tree  shall   not 
blossom ;  neither  shall  be  fruit  in  the  vines ;    the  labour  of  the 
olive  shall  fail,  and  the  fields  shall  yield  no  meat :  the  flock  shall  be 
cut  ofl^  fi'om  the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  herd  in  the  stall ;  yet  I 
will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,   1  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my   salvation. 
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The  Lord  God  is  my  strengtii^  aad  He  yrillmake  my  feet  like  hind's 
feet ;  and  he  will  make  roe  to  walk  upon  n^y  hi^h  places.'*  This  is 
above  creature  things,  earthly  things*  or  time  thmgs,  and  faith  will 
not  admit  of  contingencies^  nor  doui  it  generate  fleshly  doubts^  and 
slavish  fears ;  for  tnese  tbingia  spring  .from  .the  dust,  and  not  from 
faith.  There  is  anotber.  tbipg  i  desire  Von  tp  notice,  that  faith  goes 
before  the  Word. and  pypfuise,  nor  is  frith  separate  from  the  Word, 
nor  the  Word  in  abstractedness  from  faith,. ,  The  Word  given  or 
spoken  ib  faith's  warrant,  and  with  it  faith  ls\yfl  hoWj  of  the  promises, 
saying, '«  X^ou  hast  mii,l  wi|l  .finely  do  Oieegpod :",  and  so  with 
all  they^a^^and^pc^n  prpnc^iscs^.  as  we  arel^roumt  by  the  Lord  in 
love  and  wi^oni  into  certain  positioQS,  that  faitn  might  be  tried :  so 
the  believer, by. faith  takes  the  .promise  and  pleads  with  tbe  Lord, 
b^pg  fully  ^iired  that  what  the  Lord  hath  prorhised  He  is  ab'e 
a&Q  Ikf  peijoripf  and  of  this  David  speaks  blessedly,  **  Plead  thou 
imr  j^agsi^,?  jfect.  "My  soul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God,"  &c. : 
*^>^^i}i,Q^>jt)bJe  Lord^be  of  goc^icoi^  and  He  shall  strengthen 
t%,'j^ar|;.!]?7ait,  l^say^  on  the  Lord/'  Jesus  sums  all  up  in  two 
waT^s,.^j?ipg,  "Onlv  believe,"  By  these  things  we  plainly  see 
the,ain?pUclljy  and  blessedness  of  living  and  walking  by  faith,  with 
God  in  peace  and  equity^  as  Enoch  and  others. 

I  drop  another  hint  to  my  child ;  namely,  faith issaid  to  be  what  it 
really  is,  the  substance  of  thinffs  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things 
not  a?exi ;  and  it  Qever  varies  from,  nor  acts  contrary  to,  its  nature, 
whether  it  be  little  or  great ;  therefore  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Solomon 

E'ves  us  a  sacrc^d  injunction  with  promise,  saying,  "  Honour  the 
ord  with  thy  substance."  "  Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please 
Him  j"  consequently^  without  faith  we  cannot  honour  Him ;  for 
**  wbataoever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin."  This  is  worthy  of  pondering 
over;  and  we  have  it  recorded  how  the  Old  Testament  saints 
hoaptprecl  the  Lord,,  in  their  greatest  straits,  trials,  and  exercises; 
and  in. J  the,  New  Testament  concerning  the  Apostles,  the  ministers, 
^d,tJi^.jChur<f|iip,the  wildern^^^^^  When  Satan  issued  his  flood 
.jjUj^^jf^  ^e.wbolipy  tttf^.  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the 

.^ji^^jj^^WPT^rOf  A^^  lor  ^tey   loved  not 

jfi§  }^<f^j;%,  ^ath.  ;  Thjus.t^e  words  of  Jesus  shone  forth, 
^^ffi^fP9WWg(M  "I*^  that  loseth  his  life 

^B^cJ^^^tel^f^^^fe^^  This  is  one  of  the 

PjS^ff  Mcffl^      .IjRIiere  ia  another  tting  in  which  we  honour 
.J&^4(Wj?^^  is,  . loathe  ourselves,  hate  our  own  life,  re- 

ppui^,f^if^^\Qntq  Q^r  A^^  father  which  sinned,  with  all  his 
f|m(?^l^'^g,jBartbi^^  and  everything  we  inherited  from  that 

relatjgn^iJ^gvtn^.lthe  whple,  as  it  is  written,  *^  And  I  will  receive 
jo%m%^^  be  a  father  untq  yon,  and  ye  shall  be  my  sons  and 
^^hti^  s^tjbj  l^e.  Lord,  Ahnighty,"    In  con]unction  with  this  we 
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honour  the  Lord  by  ctusting  ril  oar  care  upon  Him;  for  He  careth 
tor  us  5  and  by  faith  we  say,  ^^  Let  the  Lord  be  magnified,  whether 
it  be  by  life  or  death/'      Ah,  beloved,    how  simple,  plain,  and 
precious  it  is  to  live  and  walk  by  faith ;  as  it  is  written,  "  Let  your 
moderation  be  known  unto  all  men ;  the  Lord  is  at  hand.     Be  care- 
ful for  nothing ;  but  in  everything,  by^  prayer   and  supplication, 
with  thanksgiving,  let  your  request  be  made  known  unto  God." 
We  are  not  only  told  to  honour  the  liord  with  our  substance,  but 
with  the  first  finiits  of  our  increase :  and  I  would  simply  say,  increase 
began  with  life  fi:om  the  dead,  created  in  Christ  Jesus,  quickened 
of  God,  and  born  of  God ;  and  our  bodies  being  made  the  temples 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.     From  hence  arises  the  first  fruits  of  the  Spirit, 
the  Spirit  of  life,  love,  and  a  sound  mind;  and  Jesus  saith,  "  Herein 
is  my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much  fruit  f  *^  And  the  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  is  in   all  goodness,  and-  righteousness,  and  truth." 
Surely  then,  as  these  things  are  in  us  and  abound,  we  are  neither 
barren  nor  unfruitful ;  and  Jesus   saith,  "  From   me  is  thy  fruit 
found."  These  things  must  be  to  His  praise,  and  honour,  and  glory. 
As  the  Spirit  dwells  in  us,  so  we  live  and  walk  in  the   Spirit,  and 
the  fruit  of  the  Sprit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  longsuffering,  gentleness, 
goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance  ;  against  such  there  is  no  law. 
Therefore  a  man  not  to  possess  and  be  possessedof  these  things,he  can- 
not honor  God ;  for  himself  is  vanity,  and  all  he  possesses  is  the  same. 
Then  what  sovereign  mercy  there  is  displayed,  free  love  manifested, 
and  the  exceeding  riches  of  the  grace  oi  our  God  shown  us,  in  that 
we  are  made  to  difier,  and  have  faith  the  substance,  with  the  first 
fruits,  to  honour  the  Lord  at  all  times :  and  the  Lord  saith,  **  Those 
that  honour  me,  I  will  honour."      Now  follows  the  promise,    "  So 
shall  thy  bams  be  filled  with  plenty."     A  barn  is  a  repository  for 
com,  and  Jesus  is  the  bread  corn  bruised,  and  the  corn  of  wheat 
cast  into  the  ground  which  died,  and  in  His  resurrection  glorious 
brought  forth  much  fruit,  and  the  presses  are  to  burst  forth  with 
new  wine,  that  cheereth  God  and  toan.      You  can  enh^rge  on  these 
things,  as  I  desire  to  drop  another  hint  in  love ;  that  Is,  there  are 
two  scriptures  of  many  that  seem  to  be  little  known,  and  greatly 
perverted.     The  first  is  in  connection  with  the  noble  army  that 
died  as  they  lived  ;  and  that  is,  in  faith.     I  refer  you  to  it,  Heb« 
xiL  1-^.     Therein  we  have  stated  how  those  that  live  and  walk  by 
faith  are  to  act;  that  is,  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth  so 
easily  beset  us,  and  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  u& 
The  way  men  act  without  faith  in  this  business  is  quite  opposite  to 
the  truth ;    for    creature  acts,  &c.,  are  predominent  with  them ; 
but,  blessed  be  the  Lord,  I  have  learned  the  secret  by  experience, 
and  not  a  movement  or  act  of  the  creature  ik  required,  and  to  the 
believer  it  is  quite  easy,  and  by  faith  it  is  done — "Looking  unto 
Jesus,"  and  considering  Him,  &c.     Every  weight  and  sin  is  gone. 
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and  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord.  Look  also  at  Jude  30«5«  The  same 
blessedness  is  set  before  us^  and  the  nature  of  living  bj  faith: 
**  Building  up  yourselves  in  your  most  holy  faiths  praying  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  keep  yourselves  in  the  love  of  God»  looking  for  the 
mercy  of  our  Lonl  Jesua  Chrfet  unto  eternal  life."  The  words  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  set  it  forth  mo9t  blessedly )  <^  As  the  Father  hath 
loved  me«  so  have  I  loved  you;  cortinueye  in  my  love;"  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  saith,  **ye  shall  abide  in.  Him,"  1  John  ii.  «7:  and 
this  is  the  way  we  live  by  faith>  believing  in  God  as  Abrtd^am ;  and 
to  sueh  Jesus  is  precious. 

Thanks  for  your  sweet  epistle.  '^  O  come.  Let  us  mi^nify  the 
Lord  together!"  The  subject  is  endless:  but  my  paper  is  done. 
Love  U)  dear  mother,  Mary ;  &c«  The  peace  of  God  rule  in 
your  hearts.  Amen. 

Yours  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  Taioiis. 


Seventiethljetter, 

THE  GLEANER  TO  THE  REAPER. 

Dbahly  bbloved  in  Jesus, — **  There  is  no  enchantment  i^ainst 
Jacob,  neither  any  divination  against  Israel :  for  according  to  this 
time  it  shall  be  said,  what  hath  God  wrought  ?  His  purpose  shall 
8tand,  and  He  will  do  all  His  pleasure  :  the  wrath  of  man  shall 
praise  Him,  and  the  remainder  thereof  He  will  restrain.  He  doth 
in  many  ways  bring  deep  things  out  of  darkness,  and  turn  the 
shadow  of  death  into  the  morning:  and  as  the  evening  and 
morning  were  the  first  day,  so  many  blessed  dispensations  open  in 
the  shade  and  brighten  as  they  go  on ;  but  however  that  be,  dark- 
ness and  light  are  both  alike  to  Him;  and  if  He  <^set  darkness 
in  our  paths/'  He  is  with  us  in  it:  for  He  hath  said  He  will 
dwell  in  the  thick  dmrkness,  and  faith,  like  Moses,  draws  near  to 
God  even  in  the  thick  darkness,  and  commmies  with  Him  there, 
while  sense: and  reason  are  all  at  a  puzzle.  ^^He  is  light,  and  in 
Him  is  no  dai^kness  At  all  :^  and  tiiough  walking  in  darkness,  and 
havilig  Dd  bi%ht  shiiikig,  faith  walks  through  it  by  His  light  and 
His  sight,  knowing  that  all  is  safe  and  well  since  He  sees  every- 
thing aaid  can  do  evserything,  though  we  cannot  see  an  inch  before 
USE,  Dr  see  our  tokens,  or  do  anything  to  clear  our  road,  or  make 
stiai^ht  pachs^  for  -our  feet.  Thanks  be  unto  God  who  always 
causetfa  us  to  triumph  in  Christ,  though  never  in  self  or  creatures. 
There  the  enterprize  must  fail,  and  the  works  be  broken,  that  the 
Lord's  arm  may  be  revealed,  and  His  wondrous  works  known  to- 
wards His  servants.     **  Marvellous  are  thy  works,  O  Lord  God  of 
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trutb?  and  i&tt  satjl  soni  kriowethori^t  well"  All  thy  warks  praise 
4faee>  .and  dijr  samtdshaU  '  bless  tto^;  for  tlioogh  thou  bnngest 
tbem  tU^ougk%r&  and' tbsoiigbr  watery  ^^iKi  through  straits,  and 
ithroii^  poverty^  CHcistiiijtheir.wealkhy:  place  ia  whom  they  have 
su»  lakik;o£.anytiiingti  Xhiatoo  all  things*  meet  and  tie;  there  the 
violence  offireoB  quedoheM  J&aafilii  adyo^^  there  the  waters 

da  not  KftveririuElni  iisvt  tbotfigiDj&ey  tuagr  swdl  to  a  flood ;  yea,  come 
ia  eved  ua^  bke  s^iuliii  tk^e  inoth  the*  irfal  and  th6  detiverance  are 
/^^hoHne&s^to  tJievLDi^"  afad  wod^^ together  finr  good;  ^^ for  of 
Him,  and  liuremgh  tiasb^  a^d  t^Him^  aire  aH  things;  ..to  whom  be 
clory  for'ever.     Amen." 

I  feel  much  in  the  stppaanci  tempest  which  seem  to  surround 
you,  when  by  ref^on  9^  age  you  rather  need  a  quiet  harbour:   but 
:is  there  not  a  caus^?  a:  needs  fcr  it  all?     Oh  I  yes,  there  is,  and 
all  are  known  to  Him  who  sitteth  King  upon  all  the  floods,  and 
"rulethl  the  raginff  of  the  ^vater$,  and  holdeth  all  winds  in  His  fists, 
'  and  controUeth  the  strong  elements  of  the  human  mind,  saying  to 
them  at  the  appointed  season,  "  Peace,  be  still.**    You  have  often 
said  to  Him,  *«  father,  glorify  thy  name;*   and  by   the^e  very 
changes  He  answers,  **  I  have  both  glorified  it,  and  will  glorify  it 
again."    The  voice  is  like  thunder  to  the  flesh  (John  xir.  29),  but 
the  Spirit  replies,  "  Even  so.  Father,  for  so  it  seemeth  good  in  thy 
sight."     I  can  only  say,    **  Peace  be  with  thee, .  and  with  thine 
helpers."    **  Thy  God,  whom  thou  servest  continually,  He  will  de- 
liver thee,"  and  guide  thee  vrith  His  eye,  to  teach  and  instruct  thee 
in  the  way  thou  shouldestgo.   I  know  not  when  you  leave,  but  shall 

hope  for  a  line  when   you  get  fixed  at .     1  marvel  in 

looKing  at  the  past.  You  have  indeed  been  led  about  to  be  in- 
structed. I  am  thinking  it  will  perhaps  be  like  Jacob,  when  God 
said,  *<  Arise,  go|to  Bethel,  and  dwell  there  ;"  and  Jacob  said,  *'  Let 
us  go  up  to  Bethel,  and  1  will  make  there  an  altar  unto  God,  who 
answered  me  in  the  day  of  my  distress,  and  was  with  me  in  the  way 
that  I  went"  May  the  issue  be,  «  and  He  will  do  better  unto  thee 
at  thy  latter  end  than  at  thy  beginning."     -t        .  ,    V 

Was  much  pleased  to  have  another  Kne  from  yoii'  I  thought  for 
my  barrenness  you  had  given  it  up,  saying,  "Can  that  wbich  rs  un- 
savoury be  eaten  without  salt ;  or,  is  there  any  taste  in  the  white  of 
an  egg  P"  But,  however,  the  Lord  has  sent  you  again.  I  much  en- 
joyed your  letter.  It  had  many  cems  of  those  unsearbhable 
riches  of  Christ,  which  only  the  Spirit  can  reveal.  **  He  shall 
glorify  me ;  He  shall  take  of  mine  and  show  it  unto  you,** 

J  am  In  much  bodily  weakness,  and  have  a  sentence  of  death^  m 
this  tabernacle.  When  I  first  knew  vou  I  hoped  to  be  soon  going 
home,  and  now  I  think  again  that  berore  very  long  I  shall  see  Him 
face  to  fece;  but,  however,  my  times  are  in   His  hands.     I  much 
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long  to  be  xfith  Him,  but  desire  tOiidisBolTi  Into  His  wilL  '  He  gives 
me  svreetocmAsela  aind  foretastes  of  4^  joiitsbfthepEesenoe^faaniber. 
Many  wildemesB'thin^i  have 'been' cvooked^  and>I  bairei  often  been 
eareful  and  anxious;  bot'^H^- '  shows  ( me  itbcijbliy  o(  it,  and  I  am 
traly  ashamed.  *'  Wbiofa  of  you  by  takiil^  thnujght  cmh  add  one 
cubit  to  hi3statulite  ?".  'CooiL^ideQ:  the  hiies,  Mdoh  neither  toil  nor  spin, 
and  tb€)  ravens^  Whioh  liave  neieher^oisilKMiiBe  norrbam*;  and  «on«- 
sider  Him  whb  had  not  iwfaere  -  to  <  lar^  SiA-  liebd^-  aoid  •  yet^  had  al  1 

things  at  comnmild,  and  who  says,  <vLet  {Ql^tliy  oriEints  lie  upon  me ; 

with  tn^  thcTu  shait  be  in  aafegaarid/^     PreoibU^  S^Tiou^  • 

"  ^^9  thiue  own  blood|  for  me  was  spilty 
'  fPaBght  good  wilt  thou  withheld  :•*       :.:".'..: 

,aiii4  sjnce  our  Fatlieu  spared,  not  Bis  own  Son,  feiit  gave  Him  m 
rfoi;  u§  ^l,  tow,  siiall  He  not  with.  Him  also  freely  givp  us  all  things? 
i??plt.ifla^.our  d^ar  tord  say  to  such  a  poor  thing  as  me^  "flow  is 

. it  tlif^t^ypii.do  not  understand?  Do  ye  not  remember  the  five 
Ip^'^es/^d  ipishes,  which  fed  so  many,  and  how  many  baskets  of 
fr|5igm^j;its  ye  took  up?"  Ah!  indeed,  He  has  sweetly  made  me 
re^l^ber  H^  wonderful  works  in  my  behalf,  ana  shown  me 
afrfe^  the  privilege  pf  living  as  a  King's  daughter,  without  care- 
fcdn^^^Sy  because  Be  careth  for  me,  and  we  are  just  passing  through 
tii^se. time-changes  for  His  glory,  who  has  redeemed  us  from  all 
eyitj  and  stood  Surety  to  His  tather  for  our  persons  as  well  as  our 
debts^  saying,  "Trust  them  with  me,  to  go  through  the  mortal st^ate ; 
if  I  bringthem  not  back  and  set  them  before  thee,  I  will  bear  the 
bl^pae^  for  pVer.'*  So  the  responsibility  for  us,  'and  government  of 
all  things  concerning  us,  is  upon  His  shoulders,  who  loved  us  and 
gfi^e^Hi^iself  for  us.  Let  us  sit  still,  then:  for  He  will  not  be  in 
r^  till  He  has  finished  that  which  concemeth  us.  What  concerns 
MSi  cgpci^rns  Him  also  j  for  we  are  no  more  twain,  but  one  flesh.     It 

.  ist^p^pcipus  to  know  this,  and  so  to  live  and  walk,  having  fellowship 
iir^tl^.|i^p  ..Father  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Ohrist,  to  whom  be  praise 
for  ever  and  ever.  » 

,>  jJ^J^ry  deaip  ^r^  T^Sgf  feels  afFecitipnately  towards  unworthy 

-ffl^/^.*^H  My'lpve  to  you  both,  and  the  Lord  preserve 

'aeM!^y^™^ri?'^5/W^^^^j?».!^^^  Adams,  who  have  you  in  good 

C/:xi1^b^*'»  preciou^^nd  iov^n^  Lo|:d  Jesus,  yours  ever  affection- 
ately,   .« ,.,  \ 

J >N0T?EQ3itj^(^-^T]^e  "  Washerwoman's "    address  is,  Mrs   Butler, 
/Sjk^l^y,  s^^  3^^tly;   and  the  other,    New  Whittington,   near 
Chesterfield* 
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(^Continued  from  page  48.) 

In  these  my  young  days  I  took  a  fancy  to  drawing,  in  which  art  I 
spent  much  of  my  time,  and  often  made  myself  poorly  by  too  close 
application ;  and  my  father  would  oflen  urge  me  to  get  out  into  the 
au:;  but  xiotbing  would  entice  me  away  from  my  pencil  and  brush ; 
so  that  my  father  thought  of  apprenticmg  me  to  a  painter;  but  that 
was  not  to  be,  I  sometimes  made  a  penny  of  my  drawings :  for 
in  February  young  people  came  to  me  to  draw  them  valentines,  on 
which  I  would  write  a  few  lines  of  rhyme.  I  also,  to  my  shame  be 
it  spoken,  would  write  some  obscene  pieces  of  poetry,  and  sing  them 
in  the  streets.  Indeed  those  were  my  golden  days,  and  I  was  de- 
termined to  enjoy  them.  The  Lord  only  knows  to  what  lengths  of 
sinful  pleasure  I  ran,  and  how  fidl  my  heart  was  of  filthy  thoughts:, 
but  those  days  are  gone  by.  They  were  full  of  foolery,  vanity,  and 
wickedness.  I  went  on  from  bad  to  worse,  with  no  more  thought  of 
God  or  care  for  my  soul  than  the  beasts  of  the  field. 

I  now  got  a  little  schooling  at  a  private  house,  which  went  far  to 
keep  me  out  of  mischief;  but  to  my  shame  I  did  not  altogether 
relish  it  There  were  but  two  places  of  worship  in  Southwell  at 
this  time ;  namely,  the  Church  and  a  small  Methodist  chapel ;  and 
I  believe  both  of  my  parents  were  members  of  the  holy  band.  In 
the  course  of  time  1  had  to  attend  the  Sunday  school,  which  de- 
prived me  of  my  Sunday's  pleasure.  This  I  did  not  like,  and  I 
would  sometimes  keep  away,  for  which  I  had  to  taste  the  cane. 
When  the  school  was  over,  weliad  to  stay  for  the  preaching,  which 
is  generally  called  divine  service,  though  I  do  not  believe  there  was 
a  particle  of  divine  service  in  the  town.  1  sat  under  the  word  of 
man  only  to  wile  away  the  time,  and  was  only  glad  when  iJbe 
meeting  was  over.  In  religious  matters  at  thifl  time. I  was  dark  as 
night,  dead  as  a  stone,  blind  as  a  bat,  and  wicked  as  a  devil,  though 
I  did  not  feel  it,  and  the  reason  was,  the  set-time  to  deliver  the 
captive,  call  Lazarus  from  the  graven  and  to  comfort  Zaon,  had  aot 
yet  come. 

When  I  was  13  years  of  age,  my  parents  being  very  poor,  and 
oflen  needing  the  things  of  this  iife,  I  was  put»  according  to. 
divine  purpose,  into  a  brickyard,  to  make  clots,  and  fill  and  empty 
the  kiln  when  required,  tor  this  laborious  work  I  was  remuner- 
ated with  the  handsome  sum  of  18  or  20  pence  per  weeL  I  often 
had  to  work  beyond  my  strength,  and  I  believe  this  is  generailv 
the  lot  of  the  poor,  who  have  to  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
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their  brow,  while  the  rich,  to  whom  God  has  given  the  good  things 
of  this  life,  are  determined  to  make  the  most  of  them :  and  many 
are  very  skilful  in  the  art  of  "grinding  the  faces  of  the  poor  "(Isaiah 
iii,  15).  I  have  had  a  little  todowith  them,  and  well  know  that  the 
Apostle  James  put  the  cap  on  the  right  head  (James  ii.  6,  7). 
Well, 

'*  Let  th«in  enjoy  thmi  portion  atil), 

Wliich  heiQ  ddights  them  bo  : 
*Ti8  all  the  heaven  they  ever  will 

Here  or  hereafter  know." 

One  morning  in  carrying  too  heavy  a  load  of  bricks,  I  very  much 
injured  myself;  so  tnat  while  partaking  of  my.  breakfast  on  the 
steps  of  the  kiln,  I  suddenly  fell,  and  found  myself  unable  to  rise. 
I  wasjtaken  home,  and  a  doctor  was  sent  for,  when  it  was  discovered 
that  I  had  ruptured  myself  very  severely.  I  was  now  again  laid 
up  for  many  weeks,  which  was  another  sore  damper  put  upon  all 
my  carnal' joy.  I  cannot  now  recollect  my  feelings  under  that 
affliction ;  but  I  was  ever  after  unfit  for  manual  labor.  However, 
this  trouble,  like  all  others,  did  not  spring  from  the  dust,  but  was 
another  link  in  that  chain  of  circumstances  which  was  fixed  upon 
in  the  eternity  of  His  purpose  who  worketh  all  things  after  the 
counsel  of  His  own  will.  Indeed  I  have  since  proved  that  this  so- 
called  misfortune  is  a  choice  mercy  or  blessing  in  disguise ;  and  I 
can  trnly  say  of  this  and  all  other  afilictions. 

They  have  all  come  exactly  when 

They  most  were  needed,  here  and  then  ! 

My  deafness  debarred  me  from  all  conversation  with  the  people  of 
God,  and  the  enjoyment  of  what  is  called  the  means  of  grace ; 
while  my  other  affliction  rendered  me  not  only  unfit  for  labor,  but 
a  burden  to  myself.  My  poor,  proud,  and  peevish  nature  has 
kicked,  grumbled,  fretted,  and  rebelled  against  the  Lord  for  this 
until  my  wicked  heart  has  been  full  of  the  fury  and  madness  of  the 
damned.  So  overcome  have  I  been  with  Satanical  pride,  that  I  have 
wished  I  could  gdt  5V€t--the  Almighty,  that  I  might  curse  Him 
ddwn  <5o  the  bottom  of  hell*  He  who  is  "rich  in  grace"  and 
••pleriteou&inihercy '-  knows  well  what  I  am  guilty  of  and  capable 
of  doiufg.  But  since  I  harre  realized  the  grace  of  the  Gospel,  I  have 
traced  the  hand  of  my  God  through  all,  and  am  necessitated  to  say, 
Bsiw  very  great  a»e  Mis  tnercies.  His  goodness,  and  lovingkindness, 
attd?d!^at  my  scmiI  knoweth  right  well.  Yea,  since  He  has  in  sov- 
reign  tev«  blessed  <»€  with  the  knowledge  of  Himself,  and  shown  me 
the  v^iity  of  everthing  else,  I  bless,  I  praise,  I  love,  I  thank  Him 
fdr  all  tile  way  He  has  graciou9l7  led  me  ;  and  must  acknowledge 
it  to  bet  the  best  and  safest  way  that  I  could  possibly  come.  The 
Lord  will  and  does,  for  wise  purposes. 
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8«nd.4i3Qi^e8,,find  tl)^  oltMk  Ifriiiig 

Sore  pain  upon  the  mind. 

Yet  cannot  err  in  no  one  thin^f^ 

Ot  i^fote  HlttMlf  iddtind. 

As  $qoa  as.  I  was  suffiwntly  reeoreredl. w^ apprenticed  at  Newark 
|a  myfetber  toJtearntbfitcaa^ of j3tociiijig waking,  aV which  I  became 
^  r^«Kly,Mn4-     IdidTery  well-at  tibis  trade  while  I  was  single; 
]^U  l^Q  my  lifp,  it  has  undergone  roany  changes,  and  generally  for 
the  t¥pr^§. .  I^  is  rioy  rapidly  declining;    so,  much  so,  that  at  the 
timeofimtiinlg  this  I  am  .completely  thrown  out  of  work.     I  am 
now  thi:ougb  declining  ^e.  we^nesa^  and  infirmity,  too  old  to  leani, 
pinst  nqt  siveaVp^npot  d:g,  sind  am  ashamed  to  beg ;  so  that  I  must 
ekbeT'gp  to  the  big  bouse  or    tramp    the    country*    and  depend 
upon  a  particular  ^providence.     The  devil  and  old  carnal  self  often, 
tall  me  that  I  shall  never  pull  through,  but  will  be  compelled  to  go. 
I^to   the  union,  and  there  fall  into  hands    that  will     handle  |i^^. 
;§iigh)y ; ,  but  the  devil  told  me  this  twenty  years  ago ;  an<i  many  o|^ 
9^y  ^^tended  friends  have  been  watching  for  a  long  time  my  talU 
tha.tlhf^y  might  have  a  sweet  malicious  feast;  but  here  I  ^m,  and 
here  I  am  likely  to  be;  for  I  do  firmly  believe  that  my  God  will 
always  appear  at  the  needed  moment.     What  a  precious  blessing 
is  Gospel  faith !     My  friends,  rejoice  with  me,  for  I  shall  not  fall^ 
because  the  Lord  is  able  to  make  me  stand.     My  past  experience 
pf  His  goodness,  many  Ebenezers,  and  daily  mercies^  forbi<^  my 
&ar&     A  faith's  view  of  the  walls  of  fire,  eternal  bulwarks,  and 
munition  of  rocks,  round  about  Jerusalem,  makes  the  righteous  as 
bold  as  a  lion.     Ever  have  I  proved  strength  in  weakness,  riches  in 
poverty^  lite  in  death,  plenty  m  times  of  famine,  clothing  in  naked  . 
neasj  salvation  in  bondage^  and  honey  in  the  carcase  of  every  dead 
lion;  and  I  bless  the  Lord  for  evesr giving  me  tQ  undeT:stand  such 


I.was^oo  n^uch  asbaig^i^djto  r^t;it  bej^nowp:  tbff  X.  ws^  ruptur^^ 
Iiiui,^l^(^p^.qa^pyjbar4sh^  .on  O^^f^^count,,,  ,My  father  .ipf^jf 
pflien  /Keirv  ^ve^e/  wi^b  W*  w4iept^.  me^^^ardat  ^.qipk,.  tjfat  pnj9g 
prtwipe^l  broIf)^,dow{^,  aijifJ.  was  agaiAyJaija  ij^.  i^^.jj^ijs^i  HY^re 
a  tuussy  wbickcaupes  Wf,flP.s^ptt.?%^,^^ 
member  thaj;. we  had  to |??cM;kvf?;.tbeoflW-^^  ba^.tp 

rise  at  4  o'clock  in  the.m9?:nii}g,  ajjv^  lowing  tOT8J^4,an  4fjhl^ 
tried  me.  severely,  'J^hetpr^.^pnGMf^m^^^^^^ 
fiuflfenngs;  but  muph  of  it  wp^.  poo^ione^. pu  acco^jit  j<jrf^.iv)(t^.- 
quainting  my  father  pf. my  rupture.,'  /.^Tl'he,.  1*0^4 <,hpw^v;en  ^eyep 
then  was  very  good  to  me,  and  often. Amppthen^  my  path  bj 
ways  and  means  1  little  thought  of.  I  am^  now  si^re  tbfit  He  had  a 
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hand,    and  a  gracioinfr  hand  to6,  in  every  tnovement  respecdng 
me. 

Another  circumstance  that  occured  hbout  two  years  preyious  to 
this  I  must  here  relate.  A  younffer  brother  with  myself  went  one 
Sunday  into  the  brickyard  ;  •  and,  oeing  full  of  mischief,  we  walked 
over  the  new  laid  bricks,  and  spoilt  some  hundreds  of  them,  fo* 
which  my  father  had  to  pay  five  shillings.  The  next  day  we  were 
fetched  from  school,  when,  from  the  looks  of  my  mistress,  I  saw 
that  evil  was  determined  against  us.  Our  fetnet  met  us  with  n 
new  ash  plants  the  sight  of  which  turned  me  as  pale  as  dealb. 
With  this  he  beat  us  most  unmercifullr,  so  that  the  Mood  Btuck 
to  our  shirts.  The  street  was  raised,  atiQ  vAj  moflier  wm 
much  frightened  on  account  of  my '  ftthert  undue  sevetity; 
tJpon  thQ.  whole  he  was,  after  all,  a  good  father  to  ti9:  b^ 
ficT  was*  determined  to'  carry  out  the  wise  man's  injunction*-^ 
f^fie'  th^t  spareth  the  rod,  hateth  his  son.'*  Whether  he  was 
fajniflSPVith  the  portion  or  not  I  cannot  say;  but  in  this  he  #«§ 
4'ewiVed ;  i  for  instead  of  knocking  out  a  ^evil,  he  suceeedHl  ifr 
]i|lpbkihg^  lanbther  in ;  for  my  heart  rose  up  against  him  at  sii^- 
tinges  ih  such  awful  indignation  and  devilish  hatred,  that  I  secf^^ 
wisj^ed  the  flames  of  hell  were  around  his  head ;  but,  of  course,  i 
dar^  tiot  give  vent  to  my  cursed  thoughts.  The  Lord  alone  can 
see  the  depths  of  corruption  and  the  fountain  of  nature's  wickedness. 
I  will  now  relate  a  deep  device  which  the  devil  put  into  my  heart 
in  order  to  escape  such  severe  floggings.  It  is  not  often  that  the 
devil  befriends  me ;  so  that  it  is  as  well  to  give  him  his  due  when 
he  does.  I  said  that  rather  than  undergo  such  severe  treatment 
again  I  would  take  a  razor  and  cut  my  throat  This  reached  mv 
father's  ears,  and  had  the  desired  effect;  for  he  feared  that  I  should 
puiftny  flireat  into  execiution.  It  was  good  to  see  by  his  count- 
epanc^  that  J,  had  touched  the  right  string;  so  from  that  time  he 
J^ft  bflTtoadi  pf  his  li^veHty,  anduHimately  I  became  his  favorite. 


rVbi?'See  tha|;  by.ti^irig  to  knock  a  devflr'out  of  me  he  knocked 
6fe'^M'^andthdslrf^edt^ll'Tmocked  the  devil  out  of 

ffifi.  ''^"msMocki^^^^  i^  fiimt\gto'diy  with  casting  ^out 

a^HsV' Wfi^"*^.  Vl'o^^  is  powerful. 

»''Wt*e'^i*fe  ^6Vd  #  *-fo!ri§  is,  th6re>  ft  'poi^  ;"  and  with 
afthfea^^  '^J^^iW'featji  spirits',  and  they  obey  Him. 

^^owr  SgnB'^on^lrSkmo^dJ'ana  ail  beside  i&  show  and  noise. 
^MLfW^mimii^  fi^zi^  parsbns  m'  the  modern  mad- 

Bftisia  wft^fttive?r'?^tbnt?  ori0  devil;  while  one  word  of  Him  who 
•8|fe^^vAth'atithofit|'ivflJcast'outa  Icgibri.  This  power  I  know 
%^iii^  nrtl^''bf|bjf 'blessed  Experience ;  for  many  an  inbred  devil  has 
Iteet^' comtfell^to  givte  Way  before  the  almighty  voice  of  Christ  I 
^W*f  B^6*rf^bsfifessea  with  dmnb  devils,  sleepy  devils,  lazy  devib. 
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and  unclean  devils^  when  a  sweet,  precious,  powerful,  and  cheering 
word  from  the  lips  of  my  dear  Saviour  has  cast  them  all  out :  and 
then  my  soul  could  speak  in  prayer  and  praise,  awake  from  the 
dust,  run,  walk,  and  leap  for  joy ;  yea,  could  plunge  into  the 
^fountain  opened  for  sin  and  aJl  uncleanness,"  and  find  myself 
¥H[thout  spot,  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing,  when  not  a  devil  could 
be  seen  throughout  the  land  of  Beulah. 

I  hope  the  reader  wiirl  forgive  me  for  runing  away  frcnn  my  nar- 
rative; but  I  hardly  know  how  to  help  it;  for  when  a  live  coal 
from  the  altar  touches  my  lips,  and  kindles  the  fire  in  my  heart,  I 
must  out  with  it,  let  ttiy  wanderings  be  short  or  long.  Therefore 
do  allow  me  to  make  a  remark  or  two  upon  the  following  portion : 
^'  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he 
will  not  depart  from  it"  These  words  used  to  bother  me  much, 
and  I  believe  that  many  of  the  tried  children  •  of  God  are  pOBzled 
with  them  also.  I  am  sure  that  no  learning  of  man  would  have 
ever  brought  me  in  the  way  that  I  ought  to  go;  and  I  have  known 
some,  and  read  of  others,  of  the  best  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  who 
have  brought  up  their  children  in  the  strictest  manner,  and  they 
have  turned  out  a  pest  to  society,  living  and  dying  like  brutes, 
'Ihese  things  do  not  square  with  the  wise  man's  counsel.'*  I  shall 
neither  refer  to  comentators  nor  talented  preachers  to  explain  such 
a  portion  of  God's  Word,  but  simply  speak  of  it  as  I  have  ex- 
perienced its  truthfulness  in  my  own  soul,  and  I  think  I  shall 
secure  the  testimony  of  the  Spirit  taught  in  Gospel  Zion. 

When  our  heavenly  Father,  by  the  engrafted  Word  and  Spirit, 
trains  up  a  vessel  of  mercy,  or  child  of  grace,  in  the  true  and  living 
Way  (Christ)  which  he  should  go,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  de- 
part from  it.  **  All  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord," 
though  it  may  take  long  and  much  teaching  and  guiding  through 
many  severe  temptations,  trials,  afflictions,  and  heart-rending 
sorrows :  and  also  through  the  painful  workings  and  bitter  feelii^ 
of  sin,  lust,  uncleanness,  blasphemous  thoughts,  boiling  up  of  cor* 
ruption,  and  hardness  of  heart.  These  are  a  few  of  the  many  things 
that  the  real  child  of  God  has  to  experience  before  Kb  is 
weaned  from  the  milk  and  drawn  from  the  breast,  rooted  o«t  of 
every  hole,  broke  off  from  every  hmnan  prop,  cfaa^d  out  of  every 
false  hiding-place,  and  manifestly  in  the  way  Christ.  At  letet,  this 
is  my  experience :  and  I  am  sure  that  when  the  child  of  ^aoe  has 
found  peace,  rest,  quietness,  and  salvation  in  Christ  the  Way :  and 
has  seen  and  felt  much  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord ;  after  which 
through  temptation  is  again  led  into  bondage,  darkness,  and  distress ; 
and  then  is  again  made  to  taste  that  the  Lord  is  gracious ;  becomes 
old  and  experienced  in  the  school  of  grace,  walks  in  Christ  the 
Way,  and  will  not,  cannot  depart  from  it.     This  Way  is  so  predous^ 
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SO  lovely,  and  so  suitable)  that  the  language  of  the  heart  is,  <*  Lead 
me  in  the  way  (Christ)  everlasting."**  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  beside  thee." 
And  the  old  fowler  will  find  his  net  set  in  vain  in  the  sight  of  such 
an  old  bird ;  and  I  am  bold  to  affirm,  that  no  Arminian  lie,  no 
Fuller's  earth,  no  Bastterian  mud,  no  Wesleyan  soft  soap,  or  Epis* 
copalian  bird-lime,  furnished  from  the  pit,  will  ever  be  able  to  hold 
such  an  one  &st  or  draw  him  from  the  Way  which  was  cast  np  from 
everlasting.  It  is  not  possible  to  deceive  the  very  elect  He  may 
entice  them  at  times  into  their  dens,  but  they  ore  sure  to  be  starved 
out  again  ;  for  they  cannot  feed  with  swine.  Husks  and  chaff  are 
not  their  food :  with  these  they  cannot  do.  They  must  have  pure 
and  unadulterated  Gospel  food,  that  which  has  been  winnowed 
with  the  shovel  and  fan.  In  a  word.  They  are  trained  up  by 
the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  Way  (Christ),  and  cannot  depart  from  it. 

(7b  he  Continued,) 
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LOVE  THROUGH  AND  OVER  ALL. 

'*  Lov'd  when  a  wretch  defiled  with  sin^ 
At  peace  with  hell,  with  God  at  war." 

Yes,  child  of  my  God,  it  is  perfectly  true;  you  were  **  loved  when 

a  wretch  defiled  with  sin,"  or  you  never  had  realised  His    love 

shed  abroad  in  your  heart       Your  sin  was  neither  barrier  nor 

hilidrance  to  the  free  Sowings  of  this  love  ;  for  where  sin  abounded^ 

^rrace  much  more  abounded ;  and  you  know  that  sin  abounded  on 

Christ  when  the  Father  laid  upon  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,  and 

you  are  well  aware  that  grace  superabounds  in  His  loving  heart 

alone.     He  was  viewed  by  the  great  Jehovah  your  sin,  and  you 

^wcre  seen  by  the  same  Omniscient  eye  His  holiness*     He  was  dealt 

wLdi,  not  only  as  the  sinner,  but  as   the  sin  itself,  while  you  are 

dealtVith  a$  though  you  were  worthy  of  all  honor.  But  you  cannot 

iee  worthiiieas  in  yourself  no  more  than  you  can  see  un worthiness 

in  your  blessed  Lord.      Yow  cannot  see  purity  and  perfection  in 

mhirsrif  liny  more  tJ^an  you  can  discover  impurity  or  imperfection 

Hiyocii'^^oiotts  Chioist,     How  is  this  'i    In  your  flesh  dwelleth  no 

good  thing.     What  the  poet  says  is  perfectly  true : 

'*There  was  nothing  in  you  to  merit  esteem» 

Or  give  the  Creator  delight  r 
'Twas  eten  so,  Father,  you  ever  must  sing. 
Because  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight/' 

He  loved  you  because  He  would  love  you :    but  He  never  loved 
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you  in  distinctiveness  from  Christ  You  were  loved  in  jour  member^ 
ship  in  Christ :  for  He  bath  set  the  members  in  the  body  as  it 
pleased  Him ;  and  the  whole  were  loved  and  blessed  in  union- 
oneness  with  their  gracious  and  eternal  Head.  Christ  told  His 
Father  and  our  Father^  His  God  and  our  God»  that  He  had  loved 
the  members  even  as  He  had  loved  the  Head,  and  that  He  had 
loved  the  Head  before  the  f<mndation  of  the  world ;  so  that  love  is 
of  God»  and  he  thaik  loveth  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  Him : 
herein  is  our  love  made  perfect^  that  we  may  have  boldness  in  the 
day  of  judgment;  because  as  He  is  so  are  we  in  this  world.  How 
wonderful  it  seems !  or>  rather,  how  wonderful  it  really  is  I  Is 
Christ  blessed  ?  We  are  blessed  in  oneness  with  Him.  Can  it  be 
possible?  It  is  gloriously  true;  it  is  preciously  real.  Child  of 
God,  is  it  not  enough  to  fire  your  heart  ?  Loved  as  Christ  is  loved, 
blessed  as  Christ  is  blest  I     Surely  you  can  sing, 

*'  0  loye,  how  high  thy  glories  swell. 

How  great,  immutable,  and  free : 
Ten  thousand  sms,  as  black  as  bell. 

Are  swallowed  up,  0  love,  in  thee  V* 

You  arc  not  only  loved  in  Christ  and  blest  in  Christ,   but  you  are 
loved  as  Christ,  and  blessed  as  Christ ;  and  why  ?     Because  there 
is  no  Christ  without  a  body,  and  no  body  without  members,  and 
we  are  members  of  His  body,  of  His  flesh,  and  of  His  bones ;  and 
he  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord,  is  one  Spirit ;  and,  "  we  are  the  body 
of  Christ,  and  members  in  particular."     So  you  see  that  as  Christ 
was  set  up  from  everlasting,  all  His  members  were  set  up  in  Him 
and  with  Him :  and  He  says  to  His  Father,   ^^  I  am  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made:  in  thy  book  all  my  members  were  written. ** 
Child  of  God,  think  it  over.  Your  name  is  written  in  God's  book ;» 
and  says  Jesus,  ^^Reioice  that  your  name  is  written  in  heaven.* 
This  is  good  and  soiid  ground  for  reioicing ;  for  if  once  written, 
never  erased  :  once  enrolled  in  heaven  s  register,  never  blotted  out 
The  names  written  in  eternity  are  never  interfered  with  through 
time.     The  Lord  has  put  down  all  His  Church  members,  and  the 
number  will  neither  be  augmented  nor  diminished.     This  is  eternal 
Church  membership.     How  many  there  are  who  get  their  name 
enrolled  in  a  churcn  book,  and  for  bad  behaviour  they  are  erased ; 
so  that  they  no  longer  stand  church  members.      But,  blessed  be 
God,  it  is  not  so  with  Christ's  members.     Were  the  Lord  to  scratch 
out  our  names  lor  bad  behaviour,  they  would  not  stand  long  upon 
His  book  ;  but  we  believe  in  the  truthfulness  of  this  dear  portion, 
**They  shall   never  perish  1"      No,  these    Church  members  can 
never  perish ;  neither  can  any  pluck  them  out  of  His  hands. 
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im^  in  Him  for  •ver.  , 

At  aU  d^s'^  36^ kf^tdrdbogb'teid  o^tih^ibbtd^flora^e;  N^  ivekpon 
formed  n^a^t  tlmti  «ball  i^wpei^j  AnA  'eP%jy^'^nm»'idnLt  riseth 

and  eletiabi  "proi^id&'ctf'oiir  Mt^ul  Go^  tod  H^  WitUe^  to;  it  that 
what  p^^ays>bdll  b^'  Mly  «aii:i^d  >oaf  >  ^'ih»^ftlrlj»^^«(e  c  Uvid^  chil- 
dre]i,'I^6  fill  y^\xt  eti^tnied  hi  ^tierhai^^  d^  :ybl»''Q^4m6d  Ldrd : 
He  v^clll  tihcms  how  to  tinanage  iheMl  bm  Jtl^at-e'toi  tMAy,  great, 
and's^ODg  for  ton,  bat  not  for'yonir  'Afamd%  Jiebos^  Vour  bbssed 
ChHst    ' •    ^  ■    •■  ••'^•"-^  v.. I     ? 

'*  Therefore  to  Hin^  commit  thy  way, 
Thy  whole  concerns  hefore  I^m  lay, 
And  He  wi^  ^ide  thee  right." 

For  He  that  keepeth  Israel  is  Isiaers  God  and  Israel's  King. 
Well  might  Moses  the  man  of  God  say,  •*  Happy  art  thou,  O 
Israel  T  for 

'  *  I  am  with  thee, 

Israel,  passing  through  the  fire." 

Yes,  beloved.  He  is  with  you,  and  He  is  a  wall  of  fire  round  about 
you :  He  is  your  shield  and  shade,  your  staff  and  rod,  your  friend 
and  brother,  your  Lord  and  God.  What  more  ean  you  want  ? 
Sure^.you  can  join  the  poet  in  singing, 

^  '<  I'm  rich  to  all  th*  intents  of  blist, 

.'■./'  Since  thou,  0  God,  art  mine  V* 

TtiejiLqid  says,  and  He  tneaas  it,  «  AU  are  yours:"  so  that  you 
cto^aay;  *^ The 'Lord  is  my  portiifi«i:^  and  He  is  not  only  your 
t)iSiio3?  Tflitr  Vfltf  are  His : '  fof  *'  the  I^rd'a  portion  is  His  people, 
Jaai&«.tWf6%^P«1^^iiA  Will  He  not  take  care  of  His 

'i)aWotf!''^VS^ffl%^''^^el'Wrli  Hfabtewkoiipoiiilisiohepitance?  Can 

.,,    ^  ^^         .    &w^can  He  leave  His  CJnfrch,  I  say  I 

•i^^n^  aia  I0d3  iiJOivx^^i^^-H^l^rt^.^inSdt.iMwide, 
•     boep.9fd  4jja      ^9(fcamrer^ifrt(^kfe,Wptbpidiu" 

.  nrjoftoj  bio  J  odt  aioW     .a*t  k  ■•  ^i '.:'♦'  i^  . 

P^KpafctJEprrBStodsiafciiiw/^  ^arer  to  Him  than 

i*bi«slfi'-^fi'yi4'^earana'hd3irid©«ph^         language  feils  to  express. 

Iifd%^d''^ii^  Iktrne  Viuh  Him>  blessed  in  Him,  and  cannot  be  seen 

in  ai^ifliitififefiDEedttss  fimn  Him*     It  is  her  delight  and  joy  to  say, 

**  My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His :    I  am  my  Beloved's,  and 
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His  desire  is  toward  me  :'*  and  the  promise  most  blessedly  stands, 
^  Thy  desire  shall  be  to  thy  Husbaud,  and  He  shall  reign  over  thee.'' 
So  that  she  is  His  desire  and  He  is  her  desire  :  and  surely  we  can 
say  that  He  is  the  desire,  of  nations,  the  desire  of  our  soul  is  to  the 
remc^mbranoe  of  His  name:  and  "  He  ifl.  all  my  salvation  and  all 
my  desire  f  and  thief  Lord  says,  *^  The  desire  of  the  righteons  shall 
be  granted/'  Christ  says  to  His  Queen,  His  Hephzibah,  "  What 
is  thy  petition,  and  what  is  thy  request  ?  It  shall  be  given  thee:" 
Yes,  bless  His  jname.  He  has  given  Himself  to  His  Church  and 
given  Himself  for  His  bride,  and  will  not  withhold  one  good  thing  that 
shall  secure  Him  glory  and  do  heir  heart  some  good^  Her  request 
is,  **  That  I  may  know  Him  !"  and  there  is  another  wish  expressed 
by  her  vAich  He  wittingly  responds  to ;  and  that  is,  "  Let  my  Be- 
loved come  into  His  garden,  and  taste  His  precious  fruits,"  He 
apswers,  **  I  am  come  into  my  garden,  my  sister  spouse  !**  How 
cheerfully  He  wiswers  her  petition,  how  joyfully  He  consents  to 
her  request     Why  should  He  ? 

"*Ti8  His  own,  He  dearly  bought  her, 

What  she  cost  no  mortal  knew : 
Through  the  pains  of  hell  He  sought  her, 

Paid  in  blood  her  ransom  too  !" 

He  will  take  care  of  His  own;  He  will  see  to  it  that  none  shall  harm  or 
molest  her.  Does  He  not  say,  "  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it  ?"  Is  He 
not  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  her,  and  the  glory  in  the  midst  of 
her?  He  is,  therefore,  her  present  help  in  every  time  of  trouble  ; 
and  declares  that  "  she  shall  not  be  moved  "  from  His  heart  of  love. 
He  will  help  her,  and  that  right  early.  No  storm  or  tempest  shall 
hide  her  from  His  view,  no  furnace  she'll  keep  Him  from  her 
side. 

"  Though  oft  with  tempest  toss'd, 

Ne'er  from  her  anchor  drove : 
This  ehosen  Tessel  can't  be  loet, 

S«G«fed  by  coTenaat  loye^" 

She  must  outride  ev^ry  storm,  outlive  every  tempest,  for  her  life  is 
hid  with  Christ  in  God.  The  enemy  may  often  reproach  her,  her 
foes  may  frequently  be  allowed  to  disturb  her  peace  of  mind,  and  idl 
hell  at  times  may  be  prompted  to  rise  in  arms  against  heir.:  but  what 
of  all  this  ?  Has  He  not  said,  «•  Fear  thou  not ;  for  I  am  with 
thee?" 

With  such  a  Gk)d,  with  such  a  Guide, 
She  must  be  safe,  whatever  betide. 

But  ^^  fear  thou  not "  must  be  spoken  home  and  spoken  in  ere  her 
fears  are  quelled.  The  letter  killeth,  but  the  opirit  givtftth  life. 
The  Lord  Himself  must  whisper  "  fear  thou  not,"  and  then  she 
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Will  joyfully  exclaim,  **  It  is  the  voice  of  my  Beloved.*'  "  Yes,  my 
Beloved  ?"  He  is  your  Beloved,  whether  you  believe  it  or  not. 
Surely  you  can  join  dear  Kent  in  singing : 


"  *Tu  the  yoioe  of  my  Beloved, 
His  dear  face  methinks  I  see, 

Fmnght  with  blessings,  peace*  and  pardo&i 
Skipping  o'er  the  hills  to  mot 

Sweet  the  accentSi 
Whbpering  peace,  and  sins  forgiven« 

Now  the  shades  of  night  dispersing, 
On  me  dawned  the  welcome  day  : 

Lore  divine,  heyond  rehearsing, 
Ghas'd  the  mist  of  sin  away. 

Whilst  my  spirit 
Bask'd  in  His  meridian  beam. 

Thus  with  heavenly  fare  He  fed  me, 
Kll'd  my  eaul  wiUi  love  4ivine» 

And  to  livinft  fountains  led  me ; 
Drink,  said  He,  this  blood  of  mine ; 

This  will  cheer  thee 
When  with  sin  and  sorrow  prfess'd. 


I 


Though  thy  sins  are  red  like  learlet, 
V^hite  as  ttiow  HI  make  them  be  i 

(Fbosigh  then  oft  hait  iday*d  the  harioty 
F^nd  Q^  ^^rs  vtve  fhaa  me. 

Yet  I  love  thee  i 
!fhoa  art  «tSll  my  tmdefiled. 

1  have  raiment  to  attire  iheei 
I  hate  Uood  ta  laake^ee  dean* 

Without  hl«mith  I  «dmlrethee. 
Fair  without  and  fur  within ; 

Now  111  give  thee  ^ 
One  mire  pled(^  t£  hewtn  b«k»ir« 

When  tliy  warlue  is  completed* 
And  thy  times  of  soxfow'a  o*ar. 

All  the  love  that  I've  rehited 
Thou  shalt  prove  :  yea,  ten  times  more* 

When  I  feast  thee 
With  the  fttlnesB  oi  my  joy.** 


Beloved,  we  could  not  withhold  one  verse  out  of  the  above  sweet 
hymn ;  for  they  were  so  blessedly  linked  together.  Yes,  **  thou 
art  still  my  undeJBiled/'  **  Blessed  are  the  imdefiled  in  the  way.** 
He  says,  "  My  love,  my  undefiled  is  but  one,  she  is  the  only  one  of 
her  mother :"  and  He  also  adds,  "  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love :  there  is 
no  spot  in  thee ;"  for  He  has  presented  her  to  Himself  a  glorious 
Church. 

''  Thus  in  His  eyes  she  ever  stood, 

From  wrinkle  and  from  blemish  free, 
Loved  with  the  highest  love  of  Qi^d, 

And  blessed  by  the  sacred  Three.'' 

Child  of  God,  this  honor  have  all  the  saints.  Why  not  you  ?  There 
is  no  cause  in  heaven,  earth,  or  hell.  Doubtings  and  fearings, 
tremblings  and  sinkings,  you  may  often  have ;  but  ever  remember 
that  ^*  He  who  keepeth  Israel  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps :"  and  He 
says, '^  O  Israel,  thou  shalt  not  be  forgotten  of  me.**    So  that. 


a  <)•}•. 


//    i'lC] 


''Did  Jesns  oncetipon  ihee  shineT 
Then  Jesua  ia  for  ever  thine « 


"  Beet,  doubting  saint»  as8ur*d  of  this, 
For  God  has  pledg'd  His  holiness." 


Farewell,  beloved,  for  the  .present ;  and  may  the  Mighty  God  J  of 
Jacob  endear  Himself  more  and  more  to  your  heart ;  so  that  the 
peace  of  Christ  may  rule  and  reign  in  your  soul,  by  the  Almighty 
pb^^Tt  6f  the  blessed  Spirit. 

The  Editor. 
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FROM  OUR  DAUGHTER  IN  THE  FAITH. 

The  child  to  her  much  loted  father  in  Israel  sendeth 
Greeting, — I  hail  thee,  my  very  dear  friend,  in  the  name  of  our 
precious  Ishi  with,  "  O  man,  greatly  beloved,  fear  not ;  peace  be 
unto  thee;  be  strong;"  yea,  "be  strong  in  the  grace  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  ;*•  for 

''Though  deep  distress  thy. steps  attend. 
Thy  war&re  shall  in  triumph  end, 
With  thee  it  shall  go  well.** 

So  the people  begin  to  murmur  and  show  discontent,  saying 

with  those  in  days  of  old,  "  There  is  nothing  but  this  manna  before 
our  eyes."     A  good  sign  this,  beloved !  I  need  no  greater  evidence 
that  the  steward  is  faithful  to  his  charge,  places  before  the  multitude 
that  food  which  has  been  winnowed  with  the  shovel   and  fan. 
Though  but  a  babe  in  grace,  I  must  and  will  say,  I  rejoice  greatly 
on  your  behalf,  having  confidence  in  you  in  all  thin^  pertaining  to 
life  and  godliness.     May  love,  blood,  and  salvation  continue  to 
comfort  your  hearty  "  Jesus  only  *  *  be  your  object  and  subject ;  and  as 
the  gospel  pole  has  been  committed  to  your  trust,  do  not  fear  to 
lift  it  very  high,  though  you  may  feel  that  you  are  in  the  midst  of 
a  stiff-necked  people.     Depend  upon  it  there  will  be  a  few  who 
will  look  and  wonder,  look  and  adore,  look  and  live;    therefore 
take  courage,  beloved ;  for  "  in  due  time  ye  shall  reap,  if  ye  faint 
not.*'     "In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the  evening  with- 
hold not  thy  hand ;  f©r  ye  know  not  which  shall  prosper,  this  or 
that"     What  encouragement !     Again.     Hear  what  our  dear  Lord 
said  to  His  disciples,  *^  What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now,  but  thou 
shalt  know  hereafter."    Precious  promise  I     Faithful  Promiser !    It 
has  been  given  to  you,  look  out  for  its  fulfilment      Did   He  not 
tell  thee  that  He  had  much  people  in  that  city  ?     Can  you  doubt 
it  ?     Our  dear  Lord  has  many  hidden  ones,  and  it  is  only  when  we 
come  in  close  contact  with  them  that  we  inhale  the  ric^  fragraoce  of 
the  Rose  of  Sharon. 

My  dear  father,  bow  gladly  would  I  have  remained  one  of  these 
hidden  ones.  For  this,  day  and  night  have  I  belsought  the  Lord 
my  God ;  but  He  answered  me  with,  "  What  I  do,  thou  knowest 
not  now ;  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter."  In  writing  to  a  very 
dear  friend  yesterday  morning  these  words  flowed  in  with  light,  love» 
and  power,  "  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give."  What  saith  my 
friend  to  such  language  ?  Indeed  it  did  me  good  to  write :  for  I 
found  it  to  be  sweet  rest  instead  of  hard  labor. 

Go  forward,  my  beloved  pastor  and  the  Lord's  under  shepherd^ 
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the  good  of  the  land  is  before  thee.  Encourage  the  feeble,  ''speak 
ye  comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and  cry  unto  her  that  her  war&re  is 
accomplished,  that  her  iniauity  is  pardoned ;  for  she  hath  received 
of  the  Lord's  hand  double  for  all  her  sins.**  '^  Freely  ye  have 
received,  freely  give." 


"  Backle  on  tby  heavenly  armour, 
Patch  up  no  inglorious  peace. 

Let  thy  courage  wax  the  warmer, 
As  thy  foes  and  fears  increase. 


Bind  tby  golden  g!rdle  round  thee, 
Truth  to  keep  thee  firm  and  light. 

Never  shall  the  foe  confound  thee. 
While  the  truth  maintains  the  fight 


Your  silence,  my  dear  fiiend,  was  profitable,  though  it  troubled 
me.  I  had  some  thoughts  of  sending  a  telegram  to  enquire  if 
love  and  care,  nurture  and  admonition,  had  ceased.  I  feel  that 
I  am  a  sorry  correspondent,  a  spoilt  child  for  this  world.  Bless 
the  Lord,  O  my  soul  I  Let  all  that  is  within  me  bless,  praise, 
adore  and  crown  Him  King  of  kings.  Lord  of  lords,  God  over  all, 
blessed  for  evermore.  Amen.  Halleiujah,  "  Blessing  and  honor 
and  glory  and  power  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

Precious  truth — "  His  paths  drop  fatness." 

Yours  has  just  reached  me.  You  ask,  **  Where  are  you?'*  Still 
in  the  lowlands  of  sin,  travelling  through  the  valley  of  Baca,  and 
a  wonder  unto  many :  but  a  far  greater  wonder  unto  myself;  being 
a  miracle  of  grace,  a  monument  of  mercy,  and  an  object  of  love. 

Your  silence  was  very  oppressive.  Surely  it  was  for  the  father 
to  break  the  stillness  of  the  walk.  Truly  1  heard  of  you,  though 
not  Jram  you.     I  am  told  that  you  are  threading  your  way  in  the 

Fath  traced  by  blood,  along  which  runs  the  scarlet  thread,  and  yet 
heard  not  the  sound  of  your  voice,  though  walking  in  the  same 
direction.  Well,  well,  beloved,  I  follow  on,  and  *-  press  toward  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  ray  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  "  I 
therefore  so  run,  not  as  uncertainly :  so  fight  I,  not  as  one  that 
beateth  the  air." 

"  0  what  wonders  love  hath  done  1** 

Sit  still  I  This  is  the  very  dedire  of  my  soul :  therefore  may  it  be 
so ;  for  "  the  desire  of  the  righteous  shall  be  granted."  Bless 
His  name;  I  know  th^  His  desire  is  toward  me,  and  that  He  will 
never  forsake  the  work  of  His  own  hands. 

1  must  uaw  &r  a  while  say  farewell  to  one  that  I  am  longing  to 
see  and  hear  onoe  m^e ;  neither  do  I  think  the  time  far  distant 
when  I  shall,  with  others,  be  thus  privileged.  For  this,  I  feel  and 
find  it  [in  .my  heart  to  wait  only  upon  Him;  neither  do  I  fear 
that  He  vnll  disappoint  me :  for  all  things  are  possible  with  our 
faithful  God. 

It  is  now  twelve  months  this  day  since  L returned  home,  and 
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have  lacked  nothing.  Not  one  thing  has  fiuled  me.  True,  fiery 
trials,  fierce  temptations,  withering  disappointments,  and  stunning 
perplexities,  have  been  my  righteous  lot  since  the  eventful  day  of 
my  leaving  my  earthly  father's  house,  not  knowing  whither  I  went. 
The  pathway  wastlien  and  is  now  rough,  but  my  Jesus  is  precious,  and 
when  heart  and  flesh  have  failed.  He  has  ever  been  the  strength  of 
my  heart,  and  will  be  my  portion  for  even  By  His  help  I  will 
still  declare  that  ^<  there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  the  Lord."  Indeed 
I  am  a  living  witness  that  **  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and  to 
them  that  have  no  might  He  increaseth  strength :"  and  I  can  also 
join  Paul  in  saying,  "  When  I  am  weak,  then  am  I  strong.** 
Blessed  be  His  adorable,  lovely,  and  all-glorious  name,  in  six 
troubles  He  doth  deliver,  and,  tear  not,  beloved,  in  the  seventh 
He  will  appear;  for  He  is  thy  life,  and  the  length  of  thy  days. 
1  do  feel  very  low  and  ill  in  body,  and  have  done  no  work  this 
week ;  but  do  you  take  no  thought  of  this,  unless  it  be  at  the 
throne  of  grace ;  there  meet  me,  and  let  each  plead  for  the  other. 
My  side  is  very  painful,  and  seems  to  say,  **  Watch,  therefore :  for 
ye  know  not  at  what  hour  your  Lord  doth  come."     My  soul  is  in 

J)erfect  health ;  for  I  know  Him  in  whom  I  have  believed,  and  ere 
ong  I  shall  see  Him  as  He  is.     Amen  and  Amen. 

I  want  for  nothing  in  things  temporal ;  for  the  dear  Lord  has 
most  mercifully  turned  my  captivity  in  that  respect  All  praise 
and  glory  be  to  Him  who  holds  all  men's  hearts  in  the  hollow  of 
His  righteous  hand. 

To  the  love  and  ever  watchful  eye  of  a  loving  Jehovah  Jesus 
the  babe  in  grace  would  commend  her  father  in  the  faith,  desiring 
on  his  behalf  more  than  feeble  words  or  language  can  portray. 
The  God  of  peace  be  with  you.  I  bless  you  in  the  name  of  tne 
Lord,  and  rest  in  the  all-absorbing  love  of  our  sweet  Lord 
Jesus,  your  ever  loving  child  in  the  faith, 

Recluse. 


COMMUNINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 

My  much  esteemed  and   dearlt   beloved   m  the   Lobb, 

1  am  sure  1  have  very  great  pleasure  in  writing  you,  knowing  and 
believing  you  will  accept  it  for  Christ's  sake,  being  fellow  travellers 
to  Zion,  meeting  together  to  tell  of  the  work  of  God  in  us.  When 
a  few  words  are  spoken,  we  can  spy  into  one  another^s  hearts,  by 
the  looking  glass  of  the  Word,  and  read  what  is  within ;  and  being 
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of  one  heart  and  one  mind,  we  love  one  another.     I  am  far,  far  be- 
hind you  in  the  school  of  Christ 

I  sometimes  wonder  I  dare  send  my  Book  for  your  inspection. 
It  must  be  love  that  casts  out  fear ;  for  I  write  very  freely,  and  am 
so  ready  to  open  my  mind  to  you.  No  one  ever  saw  the  inward 
part  of  me  so  much  as  you  have  done ;  and  it  would  not  be  wise 
to  let  every  one  look  into  our  heart,  and  see  the  inside  work  be- 
tween God  and  the  soul ;  for  it  is  consecrated  ground,  too  sacred 
to  be  exposed  to  every  eye.  The  exterior  of  us  may  be,  and  is, 
veiy  easily  read,  both  by  the  Church  and  by  the  world :  for  the 
world  can  read  you,  they  can  take  knowledge  of  us  that  we  have 
been  with  Jesus. 

lam  one  of  the  Lord's  feeble  ones.    I  live  upon  His  love,  and 
trust  to    His  grace,  to  His  cleansing  blood  and  justifying  robe, 
watching  His  hand,  waiting  His  will,  and  His  direction  in  all  my 
concerns ;  looking,  learning,  loving,  fearing,  blessing,  and  praising 
with  the  simplicity  of  a  child.     I  am  very  soon  cast  down,  but  kept 
up  by  His  lovingkindness  and  tender  mercy,  and  my  Lord  knows 
all  these  things.      He  knows  my  weakness  and  my  worthlessness. 
I  am  little  faifli,   little  light,      1  will  not  say  little  love,  but  little 
in  knowledge,  little  in  strengtn,  and  very  little  indeed  in  my  own 
eyes ;butmy Lord  is  great,  and  oflen  telling  me  to  fear  not;  tor  He 
is  able  to  do  abundantly  above  all  that  I  can  ask  or  think.    Oh,  my 
soul,  praise   the  Lord;   praise  Him  and  magnify  Him  for  ever. 
What  a  fund  of  matter  there  is  in  the  Word  1      What  a  storehouse 
we  have  I     We  can  never  exhaust  it ;  there  is  plenty  of  provision ; 
no  want  to  them  that  fear  Him.     I  often  look  with  wonder  at  the 
abundance  of  earthly  blessings  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  send.     What 
a  supply  He  daily  gives !     The  angel  of  the  covenant  supplies  His 
people  out  of  His  fulness ;  "  for  it  pleased  the  Father  that    in  Him 
should  all  fulness  dwell."      He  is  fiill  of  mercy,  full  of  love,  full  of 
gface,  full  of  truth,  and  full  of  salvation :  He  is  everything  we  need, 
and  when  He  illuminates  His  Word,  and  lights  it  up  in  our  souls, 
we  walk  in  His  light  •        It  is  blessed  to  have    li^ht   within — the 
Light  of  life — then  we  can  say.  **The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  sal- 
vation ;"  and  with  joy  we  draw  water  from  the  Well  of  salvation. 
We  have  the  well  within  us,  and  our  souls  become  like  a  well 
watered  garden,  and  we  bless  and  praise  His  holy  name.      He  is 
Pf^tually  bl^ing-ii^a   <nay  we  be  perpetually  praising  Him: 
diaWii^^iM;  ^d.ponvei;s0  with  our  blessed  LK>rd,  who  always  stands 
by  us. 

iUB  1  am  drawing  .ne«r  my  home.  He  is  pleased  to  bring  me  up 
from  the  wilderness,  leaning  upon  EUs  arm,  enjoying  something  of 
that  peace  which  passeth  all  human  understanding. 

And  now,  my  aear  mother  in  Israel,  I  must  tell  you  what  an 
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illumination  we  had  at  Bethesda  on  Sunday  morning,  October  Ist, 
from  the  d3rd  chapter  of  Deuteronomy.  The  light  in  the  pulpit 
shone  so  bright,  my  soul  was  lit  up ;  it  was  indeed  the  *'  house  of 
God  and  gate  of  heaven  ;'*  such  a  feast  of  fat  things!  You  know 
how  Mr.  W.  flies  about  the  Bible.  We  had  corn  and  wine,  and 
oil  and  honey,  and  righteousness  and  blood,  and  savoury  meat  and 
manna,  wine  both  new  and  old,  and  everything  that  could  be 
named,  and  the  goodwill  of  Him  that  dwelt  in  the  Bush.  I  ate 
and  drank,  and  wept  and  rejoiced,  and  I  think  I  never  had  so  much 
at  one  time  in  a)l  my  life.  We  were  in  the  Sun,  the  woman 
clothed  with  the  Sun,  and  at  the  mountain  of  spices,  and  the  King 
drew  near,  and  that  made  it  a  blessed  time.  Oh,  what  rich  pro- 
vision we  had!  and  music  and  dancing!  I  was  overcome  with 
an  abundance  of  good  things.  And  now  I  must  tell  you,  I  have 
a  verse  fastened  on  ray  mind  red  hot«  I  keep  repeating  it  daily 
in  my  heart,  and  never  tire  : 

"  Oh  that  with  yonder,  sacred  throng, 

I  at  His  feet  may  fiill» 
And  join  the  eyerlasting  song, 

And  crown  Him  Lord  of  iJl." 

It  seems  to  me  a  foretaste  of  heaven.   I  sing  it,  and  say  it,  and 
almost  feel  myself  there ;  and  I  am  there  in  anticipation. 

And  now,  my  dear,  accept  this  [from  a  loving  heart;  you 
icnow  I  must  have  •some  love  in,  or  else  I  should  think  it  a 
very  cold  letter;  and  my  love  to  Lady  Mary,  and  all  the  ladies 
in  our  little  company.  Though  absent  in  body,  I  am  very  much 
with  you  in  spirit. 

Ever  yours  in  loving  bonds, 

Mart  Levbtt. 


SWEETNESS  OF  UNION. 


How  sweet  to  dwell  in  Christ  our  God, 

0  ur  Brother  near  allied, 
To  drink  full  draughts  of  precious  blood, 

Drawn  from  His  piereed  side. 

'Tis  sweet  to  rest  in  Lovers  embrace, 

Recline  on  Jesu's  arm. 
To  sit  and  sing  in  heavenly  place, 

Above  all  hell^s  alarm. 

'Tis  sweet  indeed  to  feel  His  heart 

With  holy  warmth  to  bum, 
To  know  He  cannot  from  us  part* 

Or  from  His  presence  spurn. 


'Tib  sweet  to  rest  assured  of  this. 

That  He  and  I  are  one ; 
That  He  is  mine  and  I  am  His, 

By  love,  and  blood,  and  bone. 

Extremely  sweet  it  is  to  find 

His  bowels  melt  for  me. 
And  be  assured  this  Friend  so  kind. 

No  fiiult  can  ever  see. 

Ah  I  more  than  sweet,  I  must  confess, 

It  is,  though  I  am  vile, 
He  finds  it  in  His  heart  to  bless, 
And  loves  on  roe  to  smile.  A*  Wi 
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A     SERMON. 

The  Twelfth. 

Preached  bt  the  late  Mb.  Abthub  Tbigggu 

Sweet  language,  beloved,  and  an  unspeakable  mercy  to  know  \U 
by  the  demonstration  and  power  of  God  the  eternal  Spirit  in  the 
heart 

*'  Hatli  loy'd,  and  liy'd,  and  died  for  me." 

And  here  is  something  very  particular  in  another  sentence. 

"  I  other  priests  disclaim, 
And  laws  and  offerings  too.  . 

This  is  most  blessed,  and,  in  the  knowledge  of  it,  we  are  brought 
into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God,  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  law.  Many  will  say,  "  Don't  you  hear,  he  denies  the 
law,  and  sets  it  aside ;  he  certainly  is  not  a  fit  person  to  keep 
company  with."  But,  beloved,  I  teu  you  it  is  a  glorious  mercy  to 
know  no  law,  but  the  law  of  liberty,  the  law  of  love ;  and  love  in 
the  person,  fulness,  work,  blood,  and  righteousness  of  our  most 
glorious  Christ.  You  may  have  the  eye  attracted,  and  the  attention 
taken  up>  with  the  decalogue,  the  ten  commandments,  day  by  day, 
until  you  are  as  old  as  Methusaleh,  in  meditation  of  that  law,  and 
yet  at  the  end  of  time,  you  will  be  as  far  from  God  as  you  were 
when  you  began.  For  mark  down  that  sweet  expression  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  Heb.  vii. :  '^  For  the  law  made  nothing  perfect,  but 
the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did."  Here  is  the  grand  distinction, 
not  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope. 
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^*  by  which  we  draw  nigh  unto  God.*  Then  the  priesthood  and 
the  law  were  changed^  and  there  was  a  necessity  for  it ;  for  if 
it  had  not  been  changed^  we  rnnst  hav^  lived  and  died  under  it: 
but  it  is  changed  by  the  priesthood  and  personal  obedience  of  our 
most  glorious  Christ;  so  the  pend  punishment  of  that  law  that 
we  were  under  CSmst  suffered;  so  that  now  there  is  not  an  iota  of 
anything  in  God*s  law  that  hath  anything  to  do  with  you  or  me, 
as  members  of  Christ,  because  we  are  lawful  captives  delivered  by 
the  obedience  of  Christ.  It  appears  to  me,  beloved,  that  there 
is  such  an  amalgamation  going  on  in  this  our  day,  but  I  believe  it 
is  an  old  fashioned  sort  of  thing,  that  if  a  man  does  not  keep  tilie 
law  and  its  precepts,  he  is  a  bad  man,  and  if  the  parson  does  not 
hold  up  its  commands,  and  set  forth  its  denunciations  and  its  terrible 
thunder,  that  man  certainly  is  not  fit  to  preetch.  But,  beloved^  if 
ever  you  have  felt  the  preciousness  of  the  blood  of  Christ  in  your 
conscience,  it  removed  the  guilt  fi'om  your  conscience,  and  you 
know  what  it  is  to  be  delivered  from  the  law,  "  being  dead  to  it, 
wherein  you  were  held,  that  you  might  serve  God  in  newness  of 
Spirit  and  not  in  the  oldness  of  the  letter.'*  "  Ah,"  say  some,  "  that 
is  the  old  testament." 

Indeed,  then  I  am  mistaken. 

^'  But  I  think  the  apostle  had  his  eye  on  the  first  testament, 
which  is  now  made  old." 

What,  do  you  mean  to  call  the  testament,  the  gospel  of  [the  pro- 
phets, the  old  letter;  if  you  do,  I  cannot 

**  Well,  what  do  you  say  is  the  oldness  of  the  letter?*' 

The  law  that  God  gave  on  mount  Sinai,  it  is  now  old  and  dead 
to  me ;  for  being  a  new  creature  in  Christ,  *<  old  things  are  passed 
away,  and  behold  all  things  are  become  new."  I  must  talk  a  little 
on  the  subject ;  for  I  have  suffered  much  from  it  in  bye  gone  days, 
concluding  that  the  work  of  God  was  not  begun,  and  so  loould  not 
be  a  new  creature,  and  that  I  was  altogeth^  wrong ;  and,  depend 
upon  it,  it  is  all  wrong  if  you  feel  the  guilt  of  sin  and  the  motion 
of  sin  in  your  body,  with  working  of  corruption ;  for  then  you  know 
yourself  a  sinner.  Satan  then  hath  something  to  work  upon,  and 
because  you  cannot  find  in  yonrself  things  that  ai^e  good,  you  grieve, 
you  groan,  and  write  such  a  long  catalogue  against  yourself;  but» 
beloved,  you  may  as  well  spstre  yourself  the  labour,  and  sit  down 
and  bless  God  that  the  old  things  are  gone,  by  the  personal  obedi- 
ence, suffering,  death,  burial,  resurrection,  and  ascension  of  our 
most  glorious  Christ.  May  God  the  Spirit  preach  il  into  youtr 
hearts,  then  you  will  live  sonoething  like  new  creatures,  out  of  your 
supposed  old  things,  and  old  thoughts,  connected  with  old  Adam» 
and  you  will  go  on  with  Paul,  saying,  <^I  thank  God  thiougb  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     So  then  with  the  mind  I  myself  serve  the  law  of 
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God;  but  with  the  flesh  the  law  of  ein/'     **  There  is  therefore 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus.'' 

Now  for  our  text :  **  He  shall  sit  and  role  upon  His  throne)"  &c., 
Zech.  yL  15«;  and  if  God  is  pleased^  we  shall  walk  on  a  little  in 
the  ^niiy  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  bond  of  peace^  by  the  gracious 
leading  and  dear  demonstsation  and  personal  ministrj  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  testifying  of  Christ  in  this  text  I  find  it  is  an  endless 
subject,  and  I  see  much  precioiisnesB  and  beauty  in  it,  and  it  is  just 
vrhat  it  ousht  to  be.  <^  Yes^"  say  some,  *^  I  oStjak  think  the  parson 
has  not  said  half  enough  about  it,  for  there  is  something  so  precious, 
that  joQ  ought  to  have  ^ken  o&  Well^  I  am  very  ^ad  you  ob* 
seme  things,  that  you  hear  things,  and  that  yon  remanL  things ;  for 
if  you  did  not,  I  should  think  you  were  like  the  seats  you  sit  on» 
and  Aatyou  were  quite  stoics  in  religion,  with  a  notion  in  your  heads, 
and  nothing  but  death  in  your  hearts. 

^^He  shall  sit  and  rule  upon  His  throne."  It  is  something 
blessed,  He  sits  to  rule,  and  herein  He  opens  His  suitability  in  that 
precious  and  glorious  way.  He  does  not  stand  in  a  royal  and 
austere  manner,  to  keep  His  people  at  a  distance ;  but  every  action 
of  His  as  He  sits  on  His  throne  is  to  indulge  us  with  familiarity  in 
coining  to  Him.  How  precious,  how  glorious,  and  how  excellent ! 
Now  mark  me,  the  more  you  are  brought  into  an  acquaintance  with 
Him  the  more  you  will  find  a  constant  drawing  to  Him. 
Now,  were  we  to  be  introduced  into  the  presence  of  Her 
Majesty,  we  should  not  feel  that  familiarity  or  liberty  as  do  those 
who  are  accustomed  to  her  company,  and  before  we  should  get 
familiar,  we  must  be  inured  to  the  movements,  manners,  and  words 
of  Her  Majesty.  Just  so  it  is  with  the  children  of  God.  They 
are  brought  into  the  presence-chamber  where  He  sits,  with  breathings 
and  longings,  like  the  dear  woman,  with  '*  Lord,  help  me,"  and  in 
the  communication  of  feeling  it  opens  heart  to  heart :  Christ  comes 
into  ours  and  we  go  into  His ;  and  firom  that  time  sweet  familiarity 
begins,  and  so  will  continue ;  for  the  more  familiar  we  are  with  and 
know  of  a  precious  Christ,  the  more  we  shall  experience  of  rest 
and  peace  in  Him.  Let  it  be  remarked  by  the  children,  because  it 
is  80  precious,  however  the  Lord  Jeeus  Christ  may  rule  by  His 
power,  even  at  times  by  His  naked  power,  as  we  read  of  in  God  s 
Bible  in  many  places  where  His  naked  power  was  manifested  in 
Hisraling)  yet  He  does  not  rule  by  His  naked  power  over  His 
Church.  I  would  have  you  ponder  this  over,  and  mark  that  the 
rule  of  our  glorious  Christ  by  His  naked  power  is  sung  of  in  the 
sweet  song  of  the  Israelites,  and  we  will  join  with  them  (Exodus  xv.), 
for  there  we  see  the  naked  Onmipotent  power  displayed ;  but  there 
was  not  a  srain  of  loVe  in  it,  nor  connected  with  it,  to  the  Egyptians. 
"Thou  didst  blow  with  thy  wind,  the  sea  covered  them,  they   sank 


76  zion's  witness, 

as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters."      Now  to,  to  the  prophet  Isaiah, 
and  to  the  book  of  Kings:  there  w^  see  ti&e  naked  power  of  Go3i- 
Seniiacherib  dedai^es,  "I'aat  come  up  ag^nst  Jerosalem,  accordinjr 
te  G6d^s  eommattdwenf     He  was  tibt  the  first  liar  that  was  senf 
tb  h^ll:  for  all  liars  are  turm?d  into  helL     Well,  he  began  witht  all  . 
Ms  ingenuity  and  with  all  his  enmity  against  6od  and  His  dear 
children,  saying,  **  We  will  give  you  horses  to  ride  upon  ;'*but  God^. 
power  was  manifested;    for,  saith  Qc^d,  **  I  will  put  my  hook  in  his- 
nose.**  '  Mark,  if  you  have  got  numerous  enemies,  God  will  put  His 
hook  In  their  noses,  you  may  depend  upori  it;  and  when  God  puts- 
an  hook  in  a  man's  nose,  the  devil  cannot  take  it  out.     "I  wiHitim 
him  back  by  the  way  he  came ;"  and  it  came  to  pass,  when  tJiifejr 
awoke  the  next  morning,  they  were  all  dead  corpses.'*     Mark  anr 
other  display  of  the  power  of  Him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne. 
Pharaoh  will  not  let  you  go;  but,  says  God,  **my  power  shaH  be 
manifested*"     'fAh,*'^  saith  he,  *<  Who  is  Ae  Lord,  tliat  I  shou|d- 
obey  Him  ?"  but  God's  purpose  must  be  accomplished.   He  sent  a 
destroying  angel  into  every  house  of  the  Egyptians,  who  executed, 
by  God's  power,  God's  purpose ;  for  there  was  not  an  house  in  ^ 
Egypt,  where  there  was  not  one  dead.      Well  did  dear  old  Micah' 
say,  "  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee  I"  and  well  may  God's  children 
every  day  triumph;  ** for  if  God  be  for  us,    who  can  be  against  us?" 
"  And  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  Him  that  loved  us." 

**  He  ruleth  by  His  power."     Now  mark  down  another  thing.    I 
suppose  you  frequently  talk  about  temptations,  because  you  feel 
them.     Well,  Satan  can  have  no  more  power  over  you  than  Pilate 
had  over  our  precious  Lord  Jesus,  unless  that  power  is  given  to'' 
him  from  above.     The  power  given  to  Pilate  was  to  execute  God's' 
purpose,  and  thus  Satan  was  permitted  to  act  in  concert  with  Pilate^^ 
that  God's  purpose  might  be  fulfilled  in  their  destruction  and  the. 
Church's  deliverance.      The  Lord  rules  and  reigns,  and  the  Lora^ 
saith,  "  Hitherto  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  further:"     Some  of  you  maj^* 
have  been  driven  to  your  wit's  end ;   some  may  hiave  been  ready  to; 
give  all  up  for  lost  from  the  fieVy  darts  of  the  devil ;  butyoummdi 
there  is  a  purpose  to  ansWer,  aha  there  is  a  promise  to  be  fulfilled; 
there  is  a  precious  Christ  io  Wkjdoivii,  and  there  is  something^  io 
be  felt  and  experienced:'^' ^Pbt.'^hWipg.  bee     tempted  in  all  points 
like   His  brethren,'.  Iffi^^  1^8 wj^^  to    siicoour  theni  that  ani 

tempted.     Ishall/d^iell  a!liMfeV(6n^^^  Jft^: 

rnlelh  for  you,  over  alf  thai^^^foii  JiaVe'e^^  of  or  have  ev< 

seen ;  He  kees  evetytfiitig  that  hith  ahy  existence ;  whatever  ^t  tri^  ^ 
be,  it  is  all  subservient  to  our  thok  iflorious  Christ.  I  Since  He  has 
been  graciously  pleasecj  io"6|)cn  tiiife  secret  to  my  mi^d,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  be  troubling  about  what  thay  take  place  to-morroW.  1  do 'not 
trouble  myself  about  the  iocrfease  of  JPoyefy,  nor  the  op{)ositi0u  to 
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^nst  Why?  .|He. ruletb  hy  Hispow^y;  all  things  are 
s^b^eirmot  to  Him;  a^d.our.  m^qp:  i%  ^.w^  belong  to  Cbrigt,  ^*  wa 
kaow  that  all  things  work  together ibxfgood  to  tb^m.that  love  God, 
and  a^  the  called  according  tp^,  Hia  pujrpose*"  Just  ponder  over 
tl^iese  things:  for  I  think  you  will  not  find  it  neediiil  to  set  up  a 
praje?  meeting  every  Monday  inprnii^  to' pray,  down  the  Pope  and 
hispeopjjp:  but  in  the  sw^tei;preiseof  your  mind  you  will  be  con- 
strainj54r to  call  upoc  your  precious  Lord,  who  hath  said,  *r  I  will  de- 
liver th^,  and  thou  shaft  glorify  me^**  This  is  the  way  God's 
childrpn^  on,  and  I  can  assure  you,  beloved,  it  does  not  trouble  me 
what  qiay  be  going  on  outside  my  door*  I  like  to  drop  these  hints 
to  tbe.^hildren :  mr  it  appears  to  mq  that  many  terrify  themselves 
about  what  may  take  place;  but  let  us  sing  ana  rejoice  in  what  is 
doneyip  what  is  accomplished,  and  what  we  have  in  anticipation ; 
for,  bless  God,  nothing  can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which 
i?  ia  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 

"  He  shall  rule  on  His  throne,''  We  must  have  one  remark  more> 
and  look  at  it  in  a  natural  way.  What  destruction  has  lately  taken 
pl^ce,  and  that  by  only  one  thing,  even  the  stormy  wind  ;  thus  ful- 
filling His  Word  :  and  although  we  may  recoil  in  feeling,  and  even 
the  blood  run  chill,  to  hear  of  things  that  have  taken  place  concerning 
our  fellow  creatures,  with  their  distresses,  yet.  He  sits  and  rules 
Mpon  His  throne,  and  there  our  noble  mind  centres.  Ihe  stormy 
wind  fijfils  His  purpose :  so  that  everything,  beloved,  is  going  on, 
in  providence  and  in  nature,  in  a  mysterious  way.  What  is  the  sun, 
moon,  and  stars ;  but  they  are  all  subservient  to  Him,  all  ordered 
and  {^l  moving  on  according  to  divine  i^isdom,  till  by  and  by  the 
scene  will  end,  and  the  Church  raised  up  into  glwy  for  ever. 
JL  must  have  you  look  at  another  especial  mercy  connected  with 
His  rule ;  for  it  is  a  thing  that  is  very  ne^r  home :  namely,  "  thou 
ha^t^veji.Him  power  overall  flesh."  Now  the  flesh  is  our  nearest 
nei^ihout.  Sometiines  we  think  of  things  at  a  distance;  that  is, 
o^tsi^e  our  doors :  hut  when  it  cbn?/9«  X9  Apsh  and  blood,  depend 
OPQO  it,  it  is  not  without  our  feeling;  it ;  tov  many  times  flesh  and 
bloodlso  works,  that  it  gets  like  a  rafrip^ut  Hon;  but  He  hath  power 
over  ajl  .flesh ;  but  it  is  often  very|l:ifyi^  and  if  a  man  or  woman  is 
%^4  ?^^^  ^^^^  v^^  blood,  there  l^^certainfy  something  rotten  in 
th&reij^pja^  and  if  they  have  m^tihi^  to  fook  to  but;  what  they 
Wiiv^j^^mp^etves,  depend  upon  it,  ,th^re  is  something  sadly  out  of 
^r  y^^i^  But  He  hath  DoWer  over  ^  fleeh.      How  many 

tttuea.^ye"  jpii  been  brouglit  to.knpw  tha  aecr^  respecting  one 
member  of:  tjieflesh,  and  only  ^e^us  hath  power  oyer  that  "  Ah," 
saith  ,J^me^^<f Jtt  j^H  naanner  of 

"^^ts.hagjj^^l^^  but  UQ  9ne  can  tame  the  tongue;    '*it  is  a 

world  of  iiiiiiuity."      God  Saitb^so  by  His  servant,  and  if  you  know 
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anything  of  the  truths  of  God,  you  have  found  it  is  not  only  a  world 

of  iniquity,  but  it  sets  <m  Ore.  tne  whole  course  of  nature,  and  it  is 

set  on  fire  of  helL      Have  you  not  stood  ftistonisfaed  at  times,  when 

no  eye  hath  seen  you  but  God,  how  you  have  been  kept  from 

breakingouit  in  iBge,  to  blaspheme  God :  ^*  for  there  widi,"  saith  James, 

•*  we  ble&  God^  and  therewith  we  curse  men ;    these  things  ought 

not  to  be  so.**   BUive  you  not  felt  sometimes^  'wiien  a  little  restriction 

has  beeDi  put  on,  as  it  were  by  a  fellow  creature,  that  you  could 

curse  him;  the  mind  and  feelings  boiling  like  a  pot?  and  would  it 

not  have  gratified  you,  even  since  you  have  known  the  Lord?  yea, 

would  have  becai  delighted  could  you  have  called  down  fire  from 

heaven  upon  such  an  one  ?     "  What,'*  say  you,  •*  do  you  say  9uch 

things  about  human  nature,  and  can  they  be  true  ?"     You  must 

know  it  before  you  will  believe  it.     "  Lord,  what  is  man  that  thou 

art  mindfiil  of  nim,  and  the  son  of  man  that  thou  visitest  him  ?" 

Beloved,  what  a  mercy  it  is,  Jesus  Christ  hath  power  over  all  flesh, 

I  can  assure  you,  beloved  of  the  Lord,  this  one   thing  endears  my 

Jesus  to  me,  because  I  have  no  more  command  over  my  tongue  than 

I  have  over  the  wind.    "  Ah,"  say  some,  <^  I  am  like  iJavid,  I  keep 

my  mouth  as  with  a  bridle."      You  may  go  on  with  your   keeping, 

and  I  will  go  on  with  the  rule  of  my  precious   Christ.       I   KnOw 

where  the  glory  will  be,  and  blessedness  too—"  Kept  by  the  power 

of  God."     He  hath  power  over  all  things ;  and  if  it  were  lawful  to 

speak  what  I  could  on  this  point,  some  of  God's   children  would 

wonder ;  but  it  is  a  dear  mercy  to  those  that  know  it,  and  they  will 

E raise  Him  and  cleave  to  Him  with  full  purpose  of  heart,  and  the 
nguage  will  be,  **  His  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness  ;*'  so 
that  Christ  must  have  the  management  of  everything,  not  only  of 
the  tongue,  but  of  the  feet  also. 

{To  be  concluded  in  our  next) 


THE    PATHWAY  OF  "  TRUE  LIGHT." 

(Oontiuued  from  page  48.) 

Some  time  after  this  we  had  a  small  Baptist  (chapel  in  the  Town, 
and  my  father  and  mother  were  both  members,  and  I  had  to  attend 
the  Sunday  school.  A  few  of  the  old  members  were  baptized  at 
Newark  on  Trent  The  first  minister  we  had  was  a  Mr.  W. 
Musson ;  but  he  soon  left  his  flock  to  shift  for  themselves.  This 
man  was  pretty  sound  in  the  letter  of  truth,  and  that  may  be  all. 
I  have  heard  some  of  the  old  members  say  that  he  was  a  self  con- 
stituted preacher ;  and  this  may  be  said  of  many  more.  I  am  told 
that  mj'  mother  was  the  first  person  baptized  in  Southwell  for  two 
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hundred  yeaxB.  ^  She  was  iomeraed  in  a  small  dyke ;   but  I  knew 
and  cared  Bothin^  abcmt  these  matteiB  at  that  tune.     I  believe 
that  theire  was  a  little  sound  gospel  in  the  place,  and  a  good  deal 
of  that  sort  of  gospel  which  suits  5  or  6  pavtiea     After  the  shep- 
herd had  left  the  noek»  they  were  foirscHDe  time  widKHit  a  minister, 
but  had  su^^Ues  firom  yarioiis  placed ;  and  we  had  mneh  company 
at  omr  house  on  acoognt  of  its  being  near  the  chapel  and  where  the 
key  yras  kept     These  bad  been  golden  days  for  me  to  get  in- 
foprmation  eould  I  have  heard  and  understood  their  conyersation* 
Theae  preachers  were  of  3  or  4  sorts.    Some  were  called  Tip-tops ; 
others,  Axsninianss  afew,  Milk«^nd*water;  and  the  rest,  Neutrals, 
not  knowing  what  else  to  designate  thenu     As  mi^t  be  expected, 
with  such  a  medley,  there  was  mudbi  wrangling  and  disputing  among 
the  hearers  as  to  tne  qualifications  of  the  difl^rent  ministere,  with 
many  old  wives  tales ;  so  that  it  did  not  require  very  deep  penetxation 
or  quick  discernment  to  discover  a  lack  of  the  ^'  unity  c^the  ^bit 
and  the  bond  of  peace."      A  preacher  by  the  name   of  Streets 
suited  the  high-sentiment  hearers  very  well,  they  would  have  liked 
him  for  their  Pastor ;  but  he  was  not  a  Baptist.   I  believe  he  was  a 
good  man,  both  sound  and  experimental  in  his  preaching.     I  wish 
we  had  a  few  more  such  men.     He  was  soon  carried  to  his  long 
home.    About  this  time  a  Mr.  Bryan  from  Nottingham  came  on  a 
visit,  and  was  much  esteemed  by  one  party.     He  was  the  father 
of  Ruth  Bryan,  alias  "The  Gleaner,"  that   sweet  and  blessed 
writer  in  the  "  Witness,"  whose  writings  are  so  full  of  gracious 
dew  and  holy  fire,  and  which  have  often  comforted  the  disoonsdate, 
strengthened  the  weak,  and  enriched   the  poor   in   spirit.     Her 
tongue  was  indeed  as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.     How  sweetly  she 
treats  of  things  touching  the   King  1      How  blessedly  she  enters 
into  the  experience  of  Zion  in  her  bitters  and  sweets  I  How  lovely, 
savoury,  and  sound  was  she  in  her  views  of  divine  truth  I     May 
the  Lord  bless  us  all  with  a  larger  portion  of  her  spirit. 

Now  I  am  speaking  of  the  writings  of  Ruth  Bryan,  I  must  be 
allowed  to  indulge  in  a  few  words  more  while  it  is  warm  upon  the 
mind ;  for  my  memory  is  like  the  money  bag  with  holes  (Micah  i. 
6) ;  therefore  I  may  not  trust  it  until  another  day. 

There  are  a  few  whose  writings  I  could  not  at  one  time  relish  as 
1  do  now,  .  I  never  saw  to  my  knowledge-  lany  of  the  writings  of  this 
daughter  of  Abraham  until  I  met  with  them  in  **  Zion's  Witness." 
It  ,i^  nearl  y  forty  years  sin^e  I .  heard  her  father  preach,  and  the 
I^rd  ^one.knQw>s  the  dai^k  side  of  my'  elcperience  from  that  time 
to  tbiSf  >P)y  p^lii  b^ng  one  of  great  tribulation.  I  could  feel  no 
union  of.  hqayt  with  any,  until  1  saw  the  "  Witness,"  unless  they 
were  i»  the  same  patia  as  myseli^  and  whose  preaching,  conversation, 
or  writing  described  the  conflict  of  the  two  natures ;   but  I  must 


tte-  deinliMi  worMfitgs'  ^  stin,  in    all  its  fihkiHefiS  afiKl   pc^atioti, 
sd  that  I  tlK)U^t  myself  fn  the  footsteps  of  the  flock^  they  did  not 
wjQifti  4aiy  heart.     It  is  true  they  described  my  case,  but  the  remedy 
Wfl»  i^anting.      They  could  work  at  the  dung^ate,  bat  could  not 
t^dcetne  to  the  palace  of  the  King.     They  could  give  a  description 
of  my  malady,  wretchedness,  and  misery,  but  failed  to  introduce 
me  to  my  Beloved  at  the  house  of  banquet      Had  I  in  those  days 
seen  and    understood  the   writings  of  the   ^*  Reaper''  and    me 
**-Gleaiier  ^  my  pathway,  however  thorny,  had  been  smoe^ned, 
my   c@mferfB  more    lasting,  my  joy    more  solid,  my  heart  motie 
e^rtabiiited,  and  my  peace  in  Jesus  more    permanent     Though  I 
ooidd  not  then  appreciate  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Triggs,  for  the  want 
of  tindetfSMinding  ittyetncm;  I  can  bless   and  praise  the  Lord  ibr 
e^er  ridnng  up  and  sending  forth  so  able  a  minister  of  the  New 
Tentomei^     It  is  true  I  have  known  something  of  these  blessed 
things  in  the  letter  for  many  years,  but  never  so  many  passages  of 
Scripture  bearing  upon  them  in  spiritual  blessedness  and  glory  until 
I   fead   the   correspondence    between    the    *^ Reaper''  and   the 
*'  Gkaner."    I  love  the  writers  and  readers  of  the  **  Gospel  Stan- 
dard,*' but  that  periodical  does  not  contain  the  consolation  which 
my  soul  now  seeKs  after.     This  is  more  clearly  opened  up  in  the 
^*  Witness  ;**  and  now,  in  my  declining  age,  after  many  years  of 
painful  experience,  I  am  come  to  the  following  conclusion :   That 
it  is  the  one  design  of  Scripture  and  teaching  of  the  blessed  Spirit 
tx>  exalt  Christ  in  His  covenant  character,  offices,  and  relations  fop 
the  consolation  of  the  Church :  that  the  blessed  Spirit  never  leads 
a  mi^n  into  self — the  conflict  of  the  mind,  the  worKings  of  i^-*-for 
an  evidence  of  sonship  or  state  of  grace ;  that  our  receiving  comfort 
and  feeling  happy  is  not  the  ground  of  consolation,  but  simply 
Christ  in  His  person,  blood>  and  righteousness ;  that  that  ministry 
whose  chief  aim  is  to  treat  of  the  evils  of  the  heart,  is  acting  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  de^gn  of  the  ^rit  of  the  gospel ;  that  the 
rest,  peace,  and  consolation  of  the  Word  remain  the   sam^  under 
alt  circumstances  and  condifjons ;  and  that  all  the  blessings  of  the 
covenant  flow  to  the  living  iamily  exclusively^  upon  the  solid  and 
dure  ground  of  indvBSoluble  i^elationship  to  Christ.     These  points 
are  not  sufficiently  in^sted  tip^nin  many  of  our  so^ealied  Gospel 
ehurcbes.     Now,  whil^  I  $fo  writing  this  roeble  testimony  to  God*s 
truths  something  deeuistO'Wtiisp&r,   ♦*  You  are  doing  yourself  no 
good,  will  never  get- it ^'piJiirtdd,^  and  if  you  do,  no  one  win  ever 
purchase  it*'    I  ^epfi  growing  oM  id  yeare,  and  may  not  live  to  see 
my  life  and  experience  published  f  and  I  am  afraid  that  it  would 
feed  my  pride  too  much  if  I  should^    But  it  may  laH  into  the  hands 
of  some  one,  after  I  am  silent  in  the  grave,  who  may  wish  to  have 
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it  ptinted;  and,  thereliM'ei  m]^(^a  qf  loi^i^tiag tjie  cams  of  scfloepoor 

outcBstfly  whose  expejriedce  ^and  sontiomH?  mdce  them  a   boidea 

to  the  good  pastQrAQd  hi^pi^wflofk)  I  ^dl  go  on  wicb  iu  and 

leave  it  in  the  bapds  oC  Him  who  oft^u  inakea  use  of  the  tmU  «o^ 

likely  means  to  comfort  His  afflicted  pooiv  .  But; before  I  go  an 

^ith  v^y  pathway,  I  wish  to  bf  distiQ<^Iy  andisrstood  that  allbongh 

I  shall  have  to  relate  inavOy  dadc  €$)ot%  ihd  much,  that  ia  oonwdieied 

adisgiace  lo  the  cause  of  truths  I  do  not  set  up  my  experirateeaa  a^ 

staf^at4  for  otbeci*     Mj  sins  and  backlidings  are  xory  owiot^  and  I 

barehfti.to  smart  for  them*     '^  The  baoksUder  in  heart  i^M  be 

filled  1/^  bia  own  ways;"  and  so  ha^re  I  fouad  it;  far  thi^oa  is  so 

iDuch  4nninianisin  rooted  in  my  heartf  and  there  ha^^  >baeDa  so 

many  pharasaical  attempts  to  wash^  mend,  and  patch  up  ihe  old- 

AdasH' nature)  that  the  Lord  has  in  mercy  plunged  me  a^in  and 

again  in  the  ditch,  so  that  my  hands,  my  feet>  mj  heart,  md  IB^ 

head»  have  been  as  filthy  and  loathsome  as  helL     I  did  aqI  coboq 

into  the  purity  of  the  Gospel  until  I  was  compelled  to  lay  a^ide  all 

my  Armmian  working  tools,  and  cease  from  man  whose  Imath  ia 

in  his  nostrils ;   and  this  was  not  until  my  life^  my  strength,  and 

the  best  part  of  my  days  were  thrown  away  to  the  world,  the  flesh) 

and  the  devil 

We  sospetmes  had  Joshua  Brown  to  preach  to  us«  This  manluMieh. 
liked  in  after  days.  His  preaching  was  simplci  sound,  and  aavour^ 
He  was  a  poor  stockinger,  with  very  little  human  learning ;  he  had 
neither  been  at  Oxford  nor  Cambridge,  and  yet  I  conld  sit  under: 
hia  ministry  with  pleasure  and  profit:  and  I  do  verily  believe  that 
a9  the  Loi'd!s  children  are  generally  poor  in  pocket,  and  straitened 
m  cireamstances,  He  seldom  sends  them  a  minister  among  the  mh 
^  giseat  of  this  world  ;  and  what  indeed  do  the  &t  bunglars  of  tbia 
world  knpw  of  the  trials  of  the  sin-distressed,  world-hated,  and 
denl-huated  children  of  God?  Just  nothing;  for  their  religton 
and  brazen^faoe  ecclessiastical  impertinence  are  all  stuffed  in  and 
hrougiht  forth  by  the  satanical  inspiration  of  the  father  of  lies* 
which  mostly  consists  of  dr^  docUrinea  and  pleasing  aneodotes  of 
SQtae.twond^rful  dUpl^ys  of;  misslansi'y  .e^ploits^  which  areasua^ 
hsi  Kghi^  'Wd  empty  as  the  wind  a«4  the.ditlst,  itheserpent's  meat* 
'I'he  \\m^  ehildren  of  the  living  Godi  imi$t  ha^^  the  Bread  of  God 
iaith^k  Jb¥>i9d-of  ^e  QQvenant  minislt^iied.ta'theiin  by  thoae  who  are 
ottpd&ni!Qd^vgir,|[^0d'4U»l  anointed^jr  His  Spirit  to  dla^ense  the  Word 
<>f'lfe»-iiI)WOBkW  rather  bear  a  plaiij*  bane^t^heartea  man,  however 
'^aciiltiltateji^b^can.speftk  of  what  hft'-h^it^^ted,  handled,  and 
^  oCitbel  iWoffd  of  Ufe,;  than  aU  the.  flowery  eloqiiii^de  in  the  world. 
I  am-weJl  a^fare  that  what .  I  am  sayii^g:  will  not(  be  relished  by  Mr. 
SmoQtbiliaA^  Miv  Sound-ridn,  and  theiil  ife^gious  lady  Mrs  Love- 


j84  55ion*s  WMmeas. 

edBe;  but  thisi  donotimBd;  for.tke  people  of  God  know  it  is 
true^  and  that's  enough  for  me* 

After  a  deal  of -wram^ng  between   disciples  who  loved  to  have 
thi»  pre^miiiaioe>  widi  Alexander  the  coppensmith,  and  the  rest  of 
the  motley  trib^  one  Georce  Aivey  from  Nottingham  was  ordamed 
overns  as  omr  minist^;  but  he  brought  upon  himself  and  the 
churcb  much  trouble. 

A  circumstance,  I  had  almost  forgotten,  I  must  here  relate.  In 
the  month  of  February  I  had  the  misfortune  to  break  a  window  by 
snow-baIling9  which  must  be  paid  for  by  Saturday  night,  or  I  must 
put  up  with  the  consequences.  When  Saturday^  came  I  saw  no  likeli- 
nood  of  meeting  the  payment,  and  it  came  into  my  head  in  the 
afternoon  about  8  o'dock  that  I  would  slip  off;  so  that,  without 
saying  a  word  to  any  one,  1  set  off  for  Mansfield,  a  distance  of 
eleven  males,  the  snow  being  deep  on  the  ground,  without  oae 
penny  in  my  pockety  an  empty  belly,  and  a  hardened  conscience. 
At  FarmsfidLdlmet  a  member  of  the  Southwell  Baptist  Chapel 
who  knew  me.  This  man's  name  was  Davinson.  On  I  went  as  &st 
as  the  snow  would  allow,  but  it  was  dark  ere  I  had  accomplished 
half  of  my  journey,  and  the  snow  csune  down  thicker  and  faster. 

In  the  mean  time  my  relatives  and  friends  were  busily  engaged 
in  seeking  for  me.  They  searched  the  brickyard  ponds,  thinking 
that  I  might,  whilst  sliding  on  the  ice,  have  dropped  in. 

When  I  reached  Bainworth  it  was  quite  dark,  and  never  having 
travelled  the  road  before,  I  felt  very  lonely ;  added  to  which  I  was 
cold  and  hungry.  Before  I  got  much  furtner  I  began  to  feel  very 
tired,  and  bow  I  should  reach  Mansfield  I  knew  not.  Where  I 
^Quld  go  and  what  I  should  do  when  I  reached  there  were  now 
serious  questions  with  me ;  and  though  I  believe  that  I  had  no  real 
cause  to  run  away,  yet  a  kind  and  merciful  providence  watched 
over  me.  As  I  trudged  onward  I  was  overtaken  by  a  man,  with 
whom  I  entered  into  conversation.  We  reached  Mansfield  about 
8  o'clock,  and  I  was  tbred,  cold,  wet,  ^d  hungry.  The  man  kindly 
took  me  to  his  house,  gave  me  coffee  and  dried  my  clothes;  but  he 
could  not  accomodate  me  for  the  night,  therefore  I  turned  out  into 
the  streets.  While  going  toward  the  market  place,  I  was  met  by 
some  lads,  who  told  me  ti^ataman  wanted  meat  Thomas  Shipman's 
in  the  market  place.  I  therefore  went  with  them,  wondering  what 
was  coming.  I  had  not  proceeded  far  ere  I  met  my  father.  "  Well," 
says  he,  "how  do  you  do?"  I  told  him  how  I  was.  He  then 
asked  where  I  was  going.  I  told  him  that  I .  did  not  know.  I 
looked  very  hard  at  his  walking  stick,  expecting  to  have  what  1 
richly  deserved;  but  no,  he  told;  me  to  come  alopg  with  him.  He 
took  me  to  Thomas  Shipman's,  where  I  got  a  hearty  good  supper  of 
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bi^ad,  meat,  cheese,  and  beer,  with  a  good  night's  lodging.  The 
next  morning,  after  a  good  breakfast,  my  &ther  took  me  over  the 
town.  We  uien  proc^ded  on  our  way  home,  and  while  crossing 
the  forest,  he  told  me  that  I  could  take  which  course  I  liked,  as  he 
could  do  very  wjbU  without  me.  He  pointed  the  way  to  Nottingham ; 
but  no,  I  haA  had  enough,  and  returned  with  him  with  &r  dmerent 
feelings  to  those  I  had  the  previous  day. 

Not  long  after  this  I  overheard  my  iather  and  eider  brother  con- 
versing about  religion,  as  we  sat  at  work,  when  I  got  to  hear  that 
such  an  one  was  a  Galvini^,  and  such  another  an  Anmnisn.  This 
excited  a  desire  to  know  what  a  Calvinist  wa&  We  possessed  a  few 
old  books  of  the  right  stamp,  such  as  the  « Pilgrim's  Progress," 
«  Hawker's  Tracts,"  &c.  which  I  for  the  first  time  looked  into,  la 
reading  Hawker's  Tracts  my  mind  began  lo  open,  and  I  had  a 
growing  desire  to  read  all  that  I  came  in  contact  widi.  I  soon 
discovered  that  my  mother  was  a  Calvinist ;  but  my  father  did  not 
seem  to  be  establiiied  on  either  side*  After  reading  the  "  Pilgrim's 
Prepress,"  tracts,  fltc.,  I  lodced  into  the  Btble,  and  took  a  special 
interest  in  reading  the  histories  of  noted  men,  particularly  that  of 
Joseph.  But  I  knew  nothing  of  its  fij)iritual  meaning.  No,  I  saw 
nothing  of  our  adorable,  lovely,  spiritual  Joseph,  who  was  sent 
by  His  Father  into  this  lower  world  to  see  how  His  poor  brethren 
did;  nothing  of  the  treatment  He  met  with,  what  hardships  He 
endured,  what  mockings  He  suffered,  and  contradiction  He  bore. 
I  was  f«r  too  blind  to  see  our  spiritual  Joseph  in  thk  our  l^ypt, 
sent  to  prison  and  to  death :  bad  no  spiritual  eyes  to  see  our  per- 
secuted, but  Beloved,  Joseph  coming  f-rom  prison  and  from 
death  and  the  grave,  to  be  exalted  at  the  right  hand  of  power,  for 
ever  to  reign  King  of  Zion,  King  of  Righteousness,  and  King  of 
glory.  Indeed  I  knew  nothing  of  the  great  plenty,  the  unsearchable 
riches,  the  everlasting  fulness  of  pardon,  peace,  salvation,  sanctifi- 
cation,  redemption,  and  glory  treasured  up  in  our  Jesus,  who  is  both 
Storehoirae  and  Treasury  for  His  blood-boiight  family.  O  the 
richeb,  glory,  and  eternal  plenty  treasured  up  in  our  Brother  Joseph  ! 
I  fek  not  the  awful  famine,  the  plague  of  sin,  the  n^edness  and 
shame  of  the  land  of  destruction,  so  as  to  drive  me  into  spiritual 
Egypt  to  our  Joseph  for  bread  of  life,  and  water  of  life.  No,  these 
nrecious  blessings  were  then  hid  from  my  eyes  and  heart. 

(To  he  Continued.) 
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Cast  down,  de*r  Lord,  indeed  I  am. 
But  not  destroyed,  I  know ; 

W  orld,  sin,  and  Satan  cannot  damn, 
Or  cause  thy  wrath  to  flow. 


Thy  love  to  me  in  Jesus  is 
An  ocean  broad  and  deep  : 

The  path  of  blood  I  cannot  miss 
For  thou  my  soul  wilt  keep. 
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A  DREAM,  YET  NOT  A  PREAM. 

}^Y,  Jmjkjii^  Sistbbb--* Accorditig  «o  i  j(6w  or^i^piest  I  no^  *  write  -  the 
partioulairs  of  how  the  hori  w^stpleotod  iomfloifeet  Hitnseif  to  me 
in  a  dream.  I  dreamed  that  I  fois^  Aiwif  ebikd  up>  as  it  weve^ 
OQ  a  diyj  dt3«ty  road^sidej  foelitig  mjpsedf  ti>  bethe  most  loatheome, 
yile^  filtbj^  .and  depraved  ci^eatiure  m:  esktftiiee,  atfd  as  1  lay  :ui^ 
this  \¥retched  state,  I  heard  footsteps  approachicgy  and  a  yxnce^' 
sa^wgy  ^*  Cbd$t  10  passing Jby*"  These  wcme  had  midi  an  effict 
upon  me  that  I  cannot  describe.  I  felt  that  if  He  passed  by  wllh- 
oiit  l^eisilii^  me  I  should  be  loat  for  ever.  Then  a  dry  was  pnt  iato 
my  heart,  and  I  called  out  earnestly,  '^  Lord,  if  thou  wih,  Aon  const 
make  me  dead.*'  He  immediately  came  and  looked  upon  me,  and 
He  held  in  His  lelt  hand  a  smail  white  basin.  He  dipped^  the 
fingers  of  His  riffht  hand  into  it,  and  sprinkled  me  with  the  contelitB, 
when  these  woras  came  with  power  into  my  mind :  "  I  will  sprinkle 
dean  water  upon  you,  and  you  shall  be  clean  ^  (Ezekiel  xxxvi.  25}^- 
He  then  walked  on  with  the  crowd,  and  in  an  instant  I  appeared 
to  sprii^  up  from  the  ground,  and  felt  as  if  scales  were  taken  from 
my  eves.  Everything  around  me  looked  so  light  and  beautiful  1 1 
was  niU  of  enjoyment,  and  called  out,  ^^  Vmacci^tutm  Christ  I  Tm 
accepted  in  Christ  I  Oh,  Fm  accepted  in  Christl  I  then  awoke 
and  found  it  was  a  dream ;  but  the  blessedness  of  it  has  not  left  me 
to  this  day.  In  fact,  sometimes  it  is  fresh  upon  the  mind  as  though, 
it  had  but  just  occurred ;  and  I  am  firmlylpersuaded  that  it  vms  fibe 
ILiord's  doings,  and  marvellous  in  my  eyes.  <^  Thanks  be  unto  God 
for  His  unbreakable  gift"  to  me  the  unworthiest  of  all  Hir 
children* 

Ah ! .  my  dear  sister,  we  have:  much  to  thank  Him  for.  *^  He 
spoke  and  it  was  done;  He  >con](maBtd^  and  it  stood  fast«"  Ofa, 
what  a  mercy  for  us  that  wechfire  the  hearing  eajf  and  the  uiKler* 
standing  heart !  The^^e  .aiie  st^ebV.  favors  bestowed  upon  the  livii^ 
family,  .  jWhen  we  wj^iiedf^d  in  trespasses  and  sins.  He  said  ontxi 
u^  "Live  f  an<i  He  also  ssjrs^  ?/* Because  I  live^  ye  shall  live  also.** 
I  win  say  with  the  Pdalmi^  fiQom^  ivnd  hear,  all  ye  tbatfear  God; 
and  I  will  decisive  what  f^  'ba^j^fonb  for  my  soull"  ^*  Thanks  be 
unto  God  ^Ijo  giveth  Mft'tfee^  violoty  >tiuxwi^  bar  Lord  Jesus 
Christ**,      -f  ■.  ..,  j  i^;'..-  0  •■.... 

With  best  love  to .  youBsetfi^tod'Mr./W;,  believe  bub  to  remain 
yours  in  that  bond  wbich<eapjtctl.he  brpkeb^ 

Mast  Fosubs. 

Hull,  NoTomb^^  1865/  .    • 
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A   DIALOGUE  ON  CRETANISM. 

■         I        '      ' 

Thomas. — I  want  to  ask  you,  Jolin,  what  a  Cretan  is  ? 

iEoHN. — Vf^llf  Tbomiia^  I  wilt  tdl  yoa.  A  Cretan  is  a  native  of 
Ciete^  an  island  of  Omeo^  ^  the  original  name  of  Greece  being; 
jAvaa,  nihiofa  means  hi  thdti  deUfhes^ 

:  TUtM^ell,  ncm  I  know  that  Panl  gives  them  a  very  bad  character : 
hft^saji  thoy  are  '^liarsy  evil  beasts,  and  slow  bellies;**  but  what  does 
he  maair  by^  a  .^f  slow  belly  ?^ 
^E^Aslow  beOy  ki  one  who  is  slow  of  heart  to  receive  the  troth. 
/H^^And  what  is  an  *« evil  beast?"  1   . 

Jw-^4^  evil  beast  is  a  false  minister  who  gels  itttp  tite  Ghtnrcfa/ 
pferolezing,  troubiingy  and  deceiving  the  people*        '  >.  ^  ,i 
Ih^^-^Hsn  you  giVe  me  an  ezampte  of  Cretan  teactiitig?' 
J; — ^Yes.     Here  is  a  poor  thing  just  quickened  Into  spiritual  lif^  ; 
sin  and  condemnation  are  rankling  in  his  concience,  and  withering 
every  hope  and  every  pleasure ;  the  tears  of  repentance  flow  freely ; 
he  would  fain  escape  from  the  wrath  to  come ;  but  he  sees  not  the 
waj«  and  is  well  nigh  overwhelmed  with  sorrow ;   but  Cretan  tells 
bim  he  has  already  got  the  blessing ;    for,  says  he,  **  the  spirit  of 
adoption  comes  in  with  sorrow."     Now  the  poor  thing,  having  but 
little  jndgment  of  his  own,  cannot  contradict  Cretim,  neither  dare 
he  presume,  and  thus  sorrow  is  added  to  sorrow, 

T.«-«Can  you  tell,  John,  how  a  true  minister  would  deal  with  a 
oa^  like  this  ? 

'  Jm-^A  true  minister  would  not  speculate,  but  would  teach  as  he 

had  seen,  heard,  and  handled  of  the  good  Word  of  life.     He  Would 

soy  ijto  the  poor  thing,  ^  The  spirit  of  legal  bondage  now  holds  thee 

fast;  therefore  thou  hast  fear,  torment,  and  sorrow;    but  when  the 

spirit  of  adoption  comc^  in,  all  s(»tow,  fear,  and  torment  will  fly 

away ;  and  thy  heavenly  Father  will  dmw  thee  to  His  {loving  arms, 

and  rejoice  over  thee  as  a  fond  parent  over  a  long  lost  but  restored 

cidld..   lean  trace  the  marks  of  a  i^d  on  thee  now,  though  thou 

canst  not  thyself :  tb^efore  the  spirit -of  adoption  is  in  store  for 

thee,.a]id  thou  shalt  have  it  in  Grid's  <yvrir  good  lime.'*     Then  he 

would  a)oint  bim  to. the  glorioos  person,. cleansing  blood,  and  justi- 

%&ieiiaf9hteousnes8(ofi^he~Redee^er^f  and  by  favour  of  the  Holy 

Spml  thisoWoidd  prodoce  a  ]gietax  oi^bt'  from  between  the  clouds, 

a  little  loosening  of  the  bonds,  some  small  buddings  of  faith,  hope, 

and  love,  widsi  many  anxious  cries,  biigihgs,  und  desires  for  Christ 

and  His  great  salvation  ;butf  presently^'  the  clouds  again  close  in, 

the  bosids  beConfe  tighter  than  ever,  and  the  little  faith  he  seemed 

to  have  appears  to  be  all  gone,  and  he  is  ready  to  give  all, up  in 
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despair ;  bat  Cretan  again  tells  him  he  has  got  the  blessing ;  for,  says 
he,  '*  When  faith  is  heavily  tried  and  oppressed,  that  is  the  assurance 
of  feith  ;•*  and  the  poor  thing  catches  at  it :  for  he  would  fein  be 
lifted  out  of  his  troubles,  biit  conscience  smites  him  down  again; 
and  thus  burden  is  added  to  burden. 

X, — So  then,  John,  according  to  your  account  of  Cretanism,  Mn 
Hart  had  good  cause  to  write  that  jncncious  verse  in  one  of  his  hymns: 

**  Let  no  feke  comfort  lift  them  up 

To  confidence  that's  yain, 
Nor  let  their  £siith  and  conrage  droop, 

For  whom  the  Lamb  wasslaini'' 

But,  John,  I  want  you  to  tell  me  how  you  sot  your  knowledge  of 
this  true  minister  and  his  truthful  teaching? 

J. — Ay,  that's  right,  Thomas,  bring  me  to  the  test ;  for  such  is 
the  ffreat  natural  light  of  the  present  day,  that  the  mere  human 
intellect  dabbles  in  experimental  as  well  as  doctrinal  religion :  but 
I  will  answer  your  question.  Many  years  ago  I  met  with  a  very 
poor  man,  and  so  ignorant,  that  he  could  not  read  a  chapter  correctly, 
and  yet  he  was  a  minister*  He  knew  nothing  about  Blackstone's 
commentaries  or  hydrogen  gas;  acromancy  or  pyromancy;  and 
yet  he  was  crafty. 

,  T. — Why,  John,  the  Word  of  God  says  a  minister  must 
not  walk  in  craftiness,  nor  handle  the  Word  deceitfully. 

J. — Have  patience,  my  friend,  and  you  shall  hear.  When  I  was 
young,  the  working  of  sin  and  wrath  in  my  conscience  made  me^ 
miserable  by  day  and .  terrified  me  with  sm-avenging  dreams  by 
night ;  and  as  I  thought  no  one  else  was  in  the  same  plight,  I  kept 
my  tongue  still,  and  could  open  my  mind  to  nobody,  yet  some  how 
or  other  this  poor  ignorant  man  contrived  to  get  a  word  out  of  me, 
and  then  he  made  it  a  handle  to  get  more ;  so  you  see  he  caught  me 
with  guile,  and  when  he  had  satisfied  himself  about  the  state  of  my 
mind,  then  he  instructed  me  without  reversing  God's  order  of 
teaching;  he  removed  the  stumblingblocks,  and  showed  me  a 
plain  path,  without  turning  things  upside  down,  and  when — 

T. — Why,  John,  I  should  say  he  was  a  learned  man,  after  all. 

J. — Yes,  that  poor  ignorant  man  had  more  true  learning  than 
the  wisest  minister  in  all  the  kingdom  of  Javan,  and  when  we  last 
parted,  he  gave  me  two  words  of  prophecy  as  he  said  for  my  faith 
to  rest  on,  and  which  words  have  been  long  since  happily  verified 
in  my  own  experience ;  and  the  memory  of  that  poor  man  is  still 
dear  to  me. 

T. — 1  should  like  to  hear  those  two  words,  John,  if  you  can 
remember  them. 

J. — The  first  word  is,  «  Hope  deferred,  maketh  the  heart  sick ; 
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btit  when  the  desire  cometb«  it  is  a  tree  of  Ufe;'^  axid  the  secoDcl 
word  isi  ^^  For  the  vieioo  is  yet  for  an  appoiuted  time ;  but  at  the 
end  it  shall  speak,  and  not  lie ;  though  it  tarry),  wait  Ibr  it ;  be* 
cause  it  will  surely  come,  it  will  not  tarry.." 


PROFESSION  AND  POSSESSION> 

"  But  tHiu  th'  etenial  couaiel  ran. 
Almighty  love,  arrest  that  man  1 
I  felt  the  arrows  of  distress. 
And  found  I  had  no  hiding  place." 

How  few  ia  our  professing  world  know  anything  about  the  arrows 
ofdistress*  Most  religionists  glide  sofUy  into  a  profession,  take  up 
a  name  to  live  while  they  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  in  sin&  Some 
profess  free-grace  and  some  free-will,  but  are  both  alike  in  con<- 
demnation*  It  matters  not  what  a  man's  religious  sentiments  are, 
whether  he  contends  for  Calvinism  or  Arminianism,  if  he  is  only 
in  nature ;  for  he  is  deluded  by  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  ^r. 
It  is  true  that  there  are  more  to  uphold  Arminianism  than  Calvin- 
ism ;  but  we  consider  that  the  person  who  believes  in  Calvinistic 
doctrines,  and  who  has  not  realized  the  grace  of  them  in  their  heart, 
is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  those  who  believe  in  the  contraiy 
doctrines.  A  man  or  woman  who  tells  us  that  God  loved  all  man- 
kitid,  that  Christ  died  for  the  whole  human  race,  and  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  strives,  sooner  or  later,  more  or  less,  with  every  child  of 
Adam,  we  perfectly  understand  him  or  her  to  be  deceived  by  the 
father  of  lies^,  and  to  be  perfectly  ignorant  of  that  covenant  which 
is  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure  to  all  the  seed  elect  ;<^  but  the 
person  who  tells  us  that  the  great  Jehovah  loved  His  Church  in 
Christ,  blest  it  in  Christ  with  spiritual  blessings,  saved  it  in 
Christ  with  an  everlasting  salvation,  and  will  bring  every 
member  of  that  Church  safe  home  to  eternal  glory,  Jwe  are 
apt,  without  the  least  hesitation,  to  consider  taught  of  God; 
and  yet  how  likely  we  are  to  be  woefully  deceived.  ReadeXf  who 
is  moBt  likely  to  take  you  in  ?  Do  you  not  think  the  letter  Caivin- 
istis  more  to  be  avoided  than  the  letter  Arminian?  We  do,  and 
we  have  coine  in  contact  with  no  small  number  of  them ;  and  we 
have  learnt  a  little  by  heartfelt  experience  from  these  clear-headed 
and  whole-liearted  professor.  Do  we  by  this  countenance 
Arminianism  ?  By  no  means  ;  for  we  believe  that  no  person  can 
live  and  die  an  Arminian  and  go  to  heaven.  Why  ?  "  All  thy 
children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord,  and  great  shall  be  the  peace 
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of  thy  children :"  aocU  '*  Thy,  people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of 
thy  power."  We  have  no  doubt,  at  the  same  time,  that  many  of 
the  Lord^i  people  hanre  lived  nearly  the  whole  of  their  lives  witn  a 
lie  in  their  right  haadi  but  God  w41  see  to  it  that  they  shall  not 
depart  hence  without  being;  better  taught.  We  know  that  there 
are  maay>  even  of  the  Lora's  &Qgdly>.  wno  are  very  charitably  dis- 
posed towards  those  who  come  pretty  near  to  the  letter  of  truth, 
and  are  angry  with  God's  aervauts  whien  they  boldly  in  their  Master's 
name  reprobate  such  professiou.  They  say,  Why  do  you  not 
preach  the  truth  and  let  all  denominations  alone  ?  Why  should 
you  interfere  with  other  sections  of  christians  because  they  cannot 
see  eye  to  eye  with  you?  To  such  we  would  say,  Why  do  you  in- 
terfere with  us  for  meddling  with  them?  If  God  sends  a  prophet, 
he  has  to  withstand  all  false  prophets  sent  by  the  devil:  if  God 
sends  a  man  to  preach  His  truths  he  has  to  boldly  set  his  &ce  like 
a  flint  against  the  men  who  are  seat  of  the  devil  to  preach  his  lies. 
^^  Let  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a  Uar  **  who  dares  to  oppose  His 
truth.  We  know  that  it  is  a  common  saying  among  go-between 
professors,  ^<  There  are  some  good  christians  among  all  classes  of 
religionists."  Indeed,  how  very  charitable.  We  believe  that  it 
matters  not  what  a  person  professes,  if  they  are  only  in  nature ;  for 
their  religion  is  only  in  the  flesh,  and  their  sacrifices  are  an  abom- 
ination |to  the  Lord.  ^*  If  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new 
creature."  Christ  told  Nicodemus  that  he  must  be  bom  again,  and 
all  reli^on  that  does  not  commence  from  the  new  birth,  whether 
the  religious  party  be  Calvinbt  or  Arminian,  must  be  exclusively  in 
the  old  creature  or  Adam  earthy.  The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
entirely  spiritual,  while  the  religion  oi  the  flesh  is  wholly  natural ; 
therefore  whoever  speaks,  vnrites,  or  preaches  against  natiural  re- 
ligion or  fleshly  professors  will  neither  get  guilt  on  his  conscience  nor 
a  frown  from  his  God.  The  Lord  says,  "  He  that  hath  my  Word 
let  him  speak  niy  Word  faithfriUy ;  for  what  is  she  chaff  to  the 
wheat,  saith  the  Lord  ?^'  But  now  the  mouth  of  the  Gospel  ox 
must  be  muzzled*  The  servant  must  do  all  that  in  him  lies  to  avoid 
giving  offence.  He  must  not  say  one  word  against  the  different 
isms  of  the  day :  for  if  be  doest  he  is  at  once  a  man  of  a  bad  spirit ; 
and  many  hearers  are  so  wondrously  wise  and  discerning  that  they 
can  almost  tell  you  to  a  word  what  beloneg  to  the  preacher'i^  flesh, 
and  what  is  the'  resuh  of  the  Spirit's  teaching.  It  would  be  as  well 
for  these  criticising  professors  to  hold  their  peace,  and  not  speak  a 
word  against  him  who  refprovethin  the  gate.  Ihe  Word  of  God 
recommends  persons  to  be  *^  swift  to  hear  and  slow  to  speak.^ 
When  the  Lord  sends  a  man  to  preach  His  truth.  He  graciously 
equips  and  qualifies  that  man  for  his  work,  and  we  do  not  envy 
those  who*  are  ready  to  make  him  an  offender  for  a  word.     If  a  man 
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isfaiflifut  in  preaching  or  lii  HftUfigf'tie"  ^hOkj  ht  snre  t9  give 
oflfence;  and  we  have  but  n  poor  opJrfton  df  that  man  who  caai 
preacb.  without  it  WhoeTcr  commissita^d  hitn,  God  inis  nctf; 
whoever  taught  hhn,  Gbcf  did  not  i  whoever  t»i  ^eiided.  tiithi  bit 
preachingj^  God*s  children  are  not.  'Tte  Lord  ^&  that  those -wiio 
scpigrikte  the  precious  from  the  vile  are  as  His  moudi(  btit  we  do 


^odt^as  mguth  a  great    

The  offence  of  the  Cross  has  not,  will  not,  cannot  cease ;  and  they 
that  will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus,  shall  sufFor  perseootion^  both 
outward  and  inward.     Christ  says,  **  Woe  he'  .io  you  .when  ali  raen 
sp^ak  well  of  you;"  and,  <<  Ye  shallbe  hated  of  ail  men,  for  roy 
name  sake/'    **  Think  not,"  says  the  man  of  0orrow%  *^that  I  came 
to  fiend  peace  on  earth,  but  a  sword ;''   and  ttue  enough:  k  isy  thsA 
wherever  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  enters,  there  isdmsion.     The 
seed  of  the  serpent  at  once  rises  in  opposition  to  the  seed  of'  the 
woman.     The  one  is  from  beneath,  the  other  is  from  above ;  the 
one  is  of  this  world,  the  other  is  not  of  this  world.      Christ  and 
Belial    are    not    allied ;    flesh  and  spirit    are  not   in    harmony. 
Adam  the  first  and  the  second  Adam  are  not  in  agreement.  Christ 
sajs  that  ofl'ences  must  come,  and  the  children  daily  prove  that 
offences  do  come.     "  Marvel  not,"  said  Jesus,  **  if  the  world  hate 
jou,"  and  yet  how  apt  we  are  to  marvel ;  for  we  forget  that  we  are 
not  of  the  world,  even  as  He  is  'not  of  the  world.     *•  In  me  ye  shall 
have  peace  :  but  in  the  world  tribulation ;  be  of  good  cheer ;  f(Mr  I 
have  overcome  the  world." 

Be  content  then,  ye   children  of  God,  to  take  up  your   cross 
daily  and  follow  Him  through  the  evil  report  of  the  world,  the 
.  flea$,  and  the  devil,  and  the  good  report  of  Fathcar,  Word,  and 
Hdjy  Spirit. 

We  will  now  return  to  our  starting  place. 

**  But  thus  tV  eternal  counsel  lan. 
Almighty  Love^  arrest  that  man." 

Reader,  h^ve  you  been  arrested  and  put  into  prison  for  debt?  But 
can  you  believe  that  Almighty  Love  has  done  it  ?  Have  you  the 
le^  idea  that  yout  best  and  only  Friend's  hand  is  iji;i  this  matter  ? 
Oan  you  conceive  for  a  mome9[xt  ^t  the  best  thing  possible 
happened  to  you?  Will  you  be&eve  «8,if  we  tell  you  that  you  are 
aprffloner  of  hope  i^  May  we  not,  witboul  the  lef^t  peradventure, 
t«!ybu  that  you  are  the  Lord'^  eaptive?  .  You  are- now  in  prison. 
and  Bving  on  f^ison  fere,  but  you  long  to  get  out.  You  are  now 
tied  and  bound,  but  you  groan  to  be  freed.  Who  can  do  tliis  for 
you?    We  anticipate  yoor  anawer-r-thfi  Lord.    He  can,  but  will 


90  zion's  wiwsas- 

He  ?  say  you.  To  be  sur^  He  will  When  ?  In  Hia  own  bleased 
time :  in  His  set  time  to  favor  Zion* 

'*The  time  of  love  will  come, 

When  tJiou  shall  plftinly  see, 
Not  w\y  that  Ee  shed  HIb  bloody 

But  that  He  died  for  thee." 

Yes,  child  of  my  God, 

<(  The  Lord  whom  thou  seekest. 

Will  not  tarry  long, 
For  to  Him  the  weakest 
Is  dear  aa  the  strong.'* 

The  same  Almighty  Love  that  has  arrested  you  and  given  you  to 
see  to  your  sorrow  that  you  have  no  hiding  place, 

**  Will  lead  you  on  with  placid  pace 
To  Jesus  as  your  Hiding  Place." 

You  then  will  say,  **  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is 
within  me,  bless  and  praise  His  holy  name  I" 

Many  of  our  readers  know  Christ  as  their  Hiding  Place,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  nature  that  they  are  more  certain  of.  Have 
they  natural  life  ?  They  are  not  more  sure  of  this  than  they  are  of 
possessing  spiritual  life.  This  may  seem  strange  to  some,  but  these 
are  children  of  God  who  can  say  of  Christ,  *^  Who  loved  me,  and 
gave  Himself  for  me:"  and  they  can  also  join  their  brother  Paul  in 
saying,  **  For  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to 
come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord."  Surely  it  may  be  said  at  this  time,  *^  What  hath  God 
wrought  ?'  Child  of  God,  there  is  no  condemuation,  there  can  be 
no  separation.     ^^  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also." 

*'  Did  Jesus  once  upon  thee  sKine  ? 
Then  Jesus  is  for  ever  thine." 

He  is  unchanged  and  unchangeable.  He  cannot  deny  Himself  in 
you  His  bride,  in  you  His  member,  in  you  His  sheep,  in  you  His 
son  or  daughter.  "  He  that  loveth  His  wife,  loveth  Himself" 
"  Ye  are  the  body  of  Christ,  and  members  in  particular ;"  "  for  He 
hath  set  the  members  in  the  body  as  it  pleased  Him ;"  and  I  am 
sure  we  have  no  reason  to  be  displeased  with  Love's  arrangement ; 
bat  have  an  eternal  eauBe  to  bless  Him  thfit 

**  Qrace  has  jflacM  us  in  tKe  number 
Of  th«i  Savibar*B  family*?' 

To  feel  the  arrows  of  distress^  without  realizing  the  balm  of  Gilead, 
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drinks  up  all  the  spirit  of  a  child  of  God,  dries  up  all 
his  moisture;  so  that,  with  Christ,  he  is  HIce  the  drought 
of  summer.  But  none  were  ever  wounded  by  the  gracious 
hand  of  God  without  being  healed  by  the  precious  blood 
of  the  Lamb.  But  to  feel  the  arrow  of  conviction  rankling 
in  our  mental  veins  drives  us  to  our  wit*s  end,  and  makes  us  to 
despair  of  life.  Should  our  reader  be  suffering  from  God's  arrow, 
may  the  Lord  give  him  or  her  the  consolation  which  is  in  Christ. 
Maj  the  blessed  Spirit  take  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  reveal  to 
theu*  distracted  mind.  May  He  say  with  Almighty  power,  with 
dew  and  unction,  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  P  May  the  blessed 
Jesus  say,  "  Come,  now,  and  let  us  reason  together,  saitH  the  Lord : 
though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow; 
though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool." 

«  Though  thy  sins  are  red  like  scarlet. 

White  as  snow  111  make  them  be  : 
Though  thou  oft  hast  play*d  the  harlot. 

Fond  of  others  more  than  me, 
Yet  I  love  thee : 

Tbon  art  still  my  undefiled." 

You  will  then  say  and  sing  from  the  bottom  of  your  heart,  with  all 
your  mind  and  strength,  "  Sing,  O  ye  heavens  1  for  the  Lord  hath 
done  it :  shout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth,  O  forest,  ,and  every 
tree  therein:  for  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  glorified 
Himself  in  Israel."  Lideed  you  will  be  strong  in  the  strength 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  will  be  able  exultingly  to  say,  ^^  God 
is  my  Refuge  and  Strength !''  Yes,  child  of  God,  you  will  have 
all  that  heart  can  wish,  all  that  soul  can  require.  I  am  sure  you 
will  agree  with  Toplady  in  saying,' 

"  Fm  rich  to  all  the  intents  of  hliss 
Since  thou,  0  Qod,  art  mine*" 

Beloved,  for  the  present,  farewell ! 


The  Editob* 


Z5,  Trinity  Street,  Hull. 


A  RILL  FROM  THE  RIVER. 

Dearly  Beloved,—"  Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace,  from  God  the 
Father,  and  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Cmrist,  who  gave  Himself  for  our 
sins,  that  He  might  deliver  us  from  this  present  evil  world,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God  and  our  Father:  to  whom  be  glory  for 
ever  and  even     Amen.*'     Though  afflictions  seem  to  abound  in 


92  ZION's    WITNi^S. 
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your  mortal  frame^  bur  Je^  still  doeth  all  tMngs  well ;  He  will 
nonriali  and  cherish  His*  own  flesh,  and  *^  though  He  cause  grief, 
^  will  hai?«.coiQpass»>n  according  to  the  multitude  of  Hiit  mercies." 
e  should  not  toiOwHis' power  as  Je^oyah  Rophi  if  we  did  not 
feel  afflaotions ;  -or  heed  lo^  prove  Sim  Jehovah  Jireh,  if  we  could 
provide  far  oUr^ehres.  :r  Welohl^^cbineiinto  the  trialfi  of  (»ur  wilder* 
rmss  eonditioD^  to  leauthn  iwhat  Hejbah  db  lor  us,  and  that  we  can  do 
nothing  for  ourselves ;  andtobawe  His  hci^t  of  love  and  sympathy 
laid  open  to  u&as  I  think  we  aereir;  ODuld  if  we  had  not  been 
mhners  and  sufifer^ra.  The  miseries  aind  itialadieB  of  the  first  Adam 
giye  a  fine  ripening  for  the  love*  power,  and  glories  of  the  Second, 
>^'who:  Himself  took  our  infinnities,  and  bore  oiar  sicknesses," 
and  was/^Hiade  sin  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness 
of  God.in  Him/^  So  while  walking  through  this  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death  we  need  fear  no  evil,  for  He  is  with  us  who  had 
the  substance  and  sting  of  death,  and  who  is  the  resurrection  and 
life  :•  and  though  He  wills  that  we  suffer  with  Him, 

**  We  do  at  most  but  taste  the  cup, 
'Tis  He  alone  who  drank  it  up  ;'' 

and  we  have  the  blissful  -prospect  oi  being  eternally  gloriified 
together.  How  this  cheers  us  as  we  feel  that  shortly 
we  must  put  off  this  tabernacle,  as  our  Lord  hath  showed 
us.  We  are  *'  willing  rather  to  be  absent  from  the  body,'  and 
to  be  present  with  the  Lord,"  knowing  that  "  to  depart  and  be  with 
Christ  will  be  far  better."  Therefore  of  the  afflictions  and  'sorrows 
of  life,  and  of  the  article  of  death,  we  may' safely  say,  "in  all  theise 
things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  Him  that  hath  loved 
us."  This  I  honestly  believe,  though  my  weak  heart  often  says, 
"  how  shall  I  do  in  the  swellings  of  Jordan  ?"  I  long  to  go  to 
Court,  and  gaze  with  unceasing  delight  on  the  glories  of  the  heavenly 
Bridegroom  ;  but  have  latterly  had  some  fear  of  the  pangs  of  de- 
parting nature ;  perhaps  partly  from  witnessing  many  lingering  and 
painful  departures:  But  may  be  herein  1  am  conferring  with  flesh 
and  blood,  which  are  always  evil  counsellors.  Surely,  then,  *^  what 
time  1  am  afraid,  I  will  trust  in  thee :"  for  thou  hast  delivered  my 
soul  from  the  lowest  hell,  and  hast  brought  me  up  from  the.  pit  of 
corruption,  hast  mad^iirie|a&!  ft,  hi  id.  tetiooge,  arid  thou  canst  give 
me  to  possess  the  we§t  as  well  as  the  south.  All-lovely  and  ever 
loving  Immanuel,  I  cbmmit' myself  Ailly  to  thee  afrish  (eft'  life  and 
death,  for  tihie 'ahd  etertilty ':  for  thou  ai*t,  and- evser" will  be,  my 
glorious  all  in  aB.  '   '  "  '  '     '    '  • 

Beloved  iti  the  Loitd^'x^b'  rhay  hot  paSs  many  tnore  greetings  in 
the  lower  house,but  shdl  nbt'chdng^  our  objector  subjecti  when  we 
meet  within  the  Vail,  Wiere  the  Fbrfemnner  is  for  u»  entered; 
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there  we  shall  see  and  sing  of  Him.  He  kas  been  the  fragrance 
and  sweetness  of  our  oommunioa  below^  He  will  be  the  fiill  fruition 
of  it  above.  No  straitening  in  onrselv^S'  there,  but  etenial  enlargement 
in  Him ;  and  an  ever  new  song  as  His  glories  burst  in  fresh 
effulgence  upon  our  raviriied  sight,  and  we  endlessly  learn  the  love 
of  a  Triune  Jehovah  in  all  the  blissfhl  heights  and  f  depths  thereof 
as  revealed  in  Him  who  is  the  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory,  and 
the  express  image  of  His  persooi,  in  whom  His  soul  delighteth,  and 
ifho  is  to  His  Church  an  Ocean  of  Love  without  a  bottom  or  a 
shore.  ^<^  Grod  is  Love;'*  and  Christ  is  the  manifestation  of  it  He 
has  been  revealed  in  us  here,  and  we  believe  the  love  God  hath  to 
us.  He  will  be  revealed  to  us  there,  and  we  shall  know  and  enjoy 
it  as  now  we  cannot  Still  it  is  the  same  love,  and  the  same  life. 
You  may  cross  Jordan  a  little  first;  but  there  will  be  no  separ- 
ation. 

'^  The  Ohttich  above»  and  Ohurch  below, 
But  one  communion  make.*' 

All  receive  of  the  fulness  of  Jesus  grace  for  grace,  and  glory  for 
glory :  all  join  to  sing,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb,  and  crown  Him  Lord 
of  all." 

I  know  not  the  nature  of  your  affliction;  it  has  been  said  here 
that  you  were  seized  with  blindness  in  the  pulpit,  which  seems  re- 
markable* However,  by  these  frequent  visitations,  it  looks  that  the 
outer  man  is  perishing :  may  your  consolation  in  Christ  Jesus  abound 
more  and  more,  and  while  permitted  to  speak  in  His  name  your  testify- 
ings  of  Him  be  increasingly  unctuous  and  savoury,  by  the  anointing, 
that  the  children  of  Zion  may  be  joyful  in  their  King,  and  many  a 
fleece  wet  with  the  Dew  of  heaven.  Remember  me  when  in  the 
royal  presence  you  are  favoured  to  plead ;  my  desire  is  more  un- 
foldings  of  His  glory,  who  is  fairer  than  the  children  of  men,  and 
apprehensions  of  His  watchfulness,  I  thank  you  for  the  sermon ; 
and,  with  love  in  Jesus  to  Mrs.  T.  and  yourself,  remain  in  Him  our 
glorious  Head  and  Husband, 

Yours  affectionately, 

Ruth. 


»  J  ii  1 1 1  I « *  <«»><>■«  1 1 » » 


SPARKS  FROM  THE  FURNACE- 

To  My  i>BiLK-FBXjsNi>,  AND  Bbother,—:!  know  your  path,  like 
mine,  is  a  rough  one.  Trouble,  the  stern  warrior,  will  not  cease 
to  brandish  his  sword  and  spear  over  the  old  beaten  path  of  our 
forefathers*  *^  Through  much  .tribulation,  ye  shall  enter  the  king- 
dom.'* I  seetUy  like  Job,  "  born  to  trouble  as  the  sparks  fly  upward." 
But  I  also  read,  '*  and  Uw  days  of  Job's  captivity  were  ended."     So 
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I  take  courage  firom  the  words.  There  is  a  bottom  and  an  end  to 
all  mine,  and  every  one  I  pass  throuffh  diminishes  the  nimiber,  and 
must,  like  the  Egyptians  in  the  Red  Sea,  sink  to  rise  no  more.  It 
is  true  we  have  thought  sometimes  the  next  that  came  was  a  twin, 
because  of  the  striking  resemblance.  However,  I  find  the  flood, 
the  flame,  the  den,  thorough  evil  report  and  through  good  report,  as 
a  deceiver  and  yet  true,  is  the  way,  and  I  cannot  escape  it.  I  have 
often  chalked  out  ray  own  path,  but  I  cannot  walk  in  it.  But  what 
a  mercy  there  is  a  highway  cast  up  for  the  scattered  and  peeled 
blood-bought  inheritance,  and  none  but  the  redeemed  walk  there. 
It  is  wonderful  how  the  Lord,  by  the  symbols  of  His  piiesence,  led 
His  wandering  hosts  from  Egypt  to  Canaan,  in  the  days  of  old. 
Their  padi  was  a  checquered  one  ;  but  all  that  were  booked  for 
Canaan  into  Canaan  they  went ;  not  a  hoof  was  left  behind.  No, 
they  would  not  leave  so  much  as  an  old  kneading  trough  for  the 
Egyptians  to  chuckle  over  after  their  departure.  Everything  that 
bore  the  brand  and  superscription  of  Israel  was  carried  along  with 
them.  So  shall  it  be  with  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Zion,  who  are 
comparable  to  fine  gold,  having  passed  through  the  ftirnace,  refined 
and  coined,  and  bearing  the  superscription  and  image  of  God,  thev 
shall  be  changed  from  glory  to  glory ;  and  as  current  coin  shall 
pass  through  ever^  hand  decreed,  until  they  return  to  the  royal  mint 
above.  "  The  Spirit  shall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it"  The 
Bride-elect  stood  identified  with  Jesus,  the  heavenly  Bridegoom,  in 
the  covenant  council,  and  solemn  engagements,  suitable  invest- 
ments, and  righteous  enactments,  all  written  and  engraved  upon 
the  heart  and  immortal  tablet  of  Zion's  God  and  King,  to  be  read 
aloud  when  the  muster  roll  shall  be  called,  on  the  resurrection 
morn,  and  the  response  will  be  from  the  lips  of  Him  who  spake  as 
never  man  spake,  *^  Here  am  I,  and  the  children  thou  hast  given 
me,  and  none  of  them  is  lost,  but  the  son  of  perdition  (the  seed  of 
the  serpent),  that  the  Scriptures  might  be  fulfilled."  **It  hath 
pleased  the  Father  that  in  Him  should  all  fulness  dwell !"  yea,  **  the 
fulness  of  Him  that  fiUeth  all  in  all.  The  fulness  of  love,  blood, 
grace,  and  righteousness,  is  now  the  food,  clothing,  and  the  fore- 
taste ef  that  eternal  blessedness  laid  up  for  the  travail  of  His  soul, 
which  Jehovah  saw  in  Jesus,  in  full  perfection  shine,  and  was  satis* 
fied  as  to  the  final  results  that  should  be  accomplished  at  the  set 
time  to  favour  Zion.  So  I  feel  fully  persuaded  that  there  is  not  a 
trouble,  trial,  privation?  temptation,  persecution,  through  which  we 
are  called  to  pass,  but  what  were  laid  out,  determined,  purposed, 
and  decreed ;  together  with  every  fiilse  friend,  bitter  foe,  cross,  loss, 
and  afiliction,  which  have  tended  to  cut  the  throat  of  credit,  cha- 
racter, and  reputation.  Every  piece  of  vile  slander,  and  sarcastic  re- 
proach, that  has  been  thrown   like  a  pitiless  thunder-bolt  upon  our 
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defenceless  beads  (to  appearance)^  to  crush  us  into  the  dust  of  deaths 
have  also  been  fixed :  but  ^^  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am,''  and 
where  I  am  (or  the  time  beings  though  the  enemieB  of  God's  truth  (and 
some  of  them  professors  of  a  free«^graoe  gospel,  which  are  the  worst  of 
all  when  they  put  on  the  profession,  to  be  called  by  His  name), 
turn  rounds  ano,  with  open  mouthy  like  Paid's  beasts  at  Ephesus^ 
devour  the  poor  and  needy,  Eoake  the  heart  of  the  righteous  sad, 
and  turn  the  lame  out  of  the  way.  The  sons  and  (tengfaters  of 
Belial  are  always  in  the  way  to  curse  David.  As  they  are  of  the 
cursed  seed,  they  must,  according  to  their  seed,  breed  and  gene* 
iBte,  mtm  them  whom  God  hath  blessed,  that  God  mayiulffli  His 
own  word,  <*  I  will  curse  him  (or  her)  that  curses  thee ;"  and  upon 
such  ^^  the  curse  causeless  shall  not  come."  If  it  pleases  the  Lord 
to  afflict  or  chastise  His  children,  He  is  bound  by  covenant  oath  in 
love  to  contend  with  those  that  contend  with  tnem,  as  they  are 
the  apple  of  His  eye,  the  tenderly  beloved  of  His  heart.  •*  I  will 
bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  because  I  have  sinned  against 
Him,  until  He  plead  my  cause,  and  execute  judgment  for  me ;  He 
will  bring  me  forth  to  the  light,  and  I  shall  behold  His  righteousness : 
and  she  that  is  mine  enemy  shall  see  it,  and  shame  shall  cover  her 
which  said  unto  me.  Where  is  the  Lord  thy  Godr'*  My  soul  shall 
yet  sing,  "  Blessed  be  God,  which  hath  not  turned  away  my  prayer, 
nor  His  mercy  from  me."  "Rejoice  not  against  me,  O  mine 
enemy  I  when  I  fall,  I  shall  arise ;  when  I  sit  in  darkness,  the  Lord 
shall  be  a  light  unto  me."  "  Let  God  arise,  let  His  enemies  be 
scattered:  let  them  also  that  hate  Him  flee  before  Him;  as  smoke 
is  driven  away,  so  drive  them  away."  When  creature  love  is  ex- 
hausted, thence  cometh  enmity  and  hatred— lies  and  treachery — 
as  from  a  boilding  caldron^;  and  their  spleen  makes  them  mani^ 
fest.  But  we  can  afford  to  let  them  rise  to  the  climax  of  their 
revenge,  as  "  God  shall  shoot  at  them  with  an  arrow :  suddenly 
shall  they  be  wounded,"  Although  the  heart  be  deep,  and  stored 
with  all  the  deceptive  art,  craft,  revenge  and  malice  of  hell,  the 
Spirit  of  the  eternal  God  shall  discover  their  malicious  and  wicked 
designs,  and  bring  their  darkness  to  the  light*  ^<  The  foundation 
of  the  Lord  standeth  sure,  having  this  seal,  the  Lord  knoweth 
them  th^t  are  His."  Tkmk  God  for  thk;  It  is  oil  and  boney 
taken  out  of  the  Rock  of  Ages,  to  moisten  our  lips  and  cheer  our 
hearts  while  travelling  through  this  dreary  desert. 

IHwr  brother,  more  than  once  have  I  seen  the  naked  bow  of 
God  reached  down  from  His  armoury,  in  the  defence  of  a  bruised 
reedj  when  the  cry  has  broken  forth  from  the  rebel  host,  <*God 
hath  forsaken  him,  let  us  persecute  him,  and  take  him ;  for  there 
is  notkQ  to  deUver  him*"  And  those  who  created  the  gallows  for 
Mordec^i,  had  the  unspeakable  pleasure  of  having  the  first  swing 
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upon  it.  Those  that  threw  the  three  Hebrew  worthies  into  the 
flames  perished  in  the  same  fiery  blast.  And  those  that  threw 
Daniel  into  the  den  of  lions  were  afterwards  thrown  in  themselves, 
and  were  speedily  devoured ;  and  to  gratify  those  who  in  heart  are 
haters  of  God's  truth,  they  would,  if  possible,  prevent  the  sent 
servants  of  God  fi*om  either  telling  or  writing  the  truth,  as  it  is  in 
Jesus.  Ashamed  ?  Shall  the  archangel  be  ashamed  to  blo\v  the 
trumpet's  last  shivering  blast  (whose  commission  is  from  God)  to 
light  the  combustibles  of  ignitable  matter,  raise  the  dead  to  judg- 
ment, and  wake  the  flames  of  doom  ?  Wherever  the  bloodnstained 
banner  of  the  cross  is  raised,  it  raises  all  up  in  arms  to  oppose  it, 
and,  if  possible,  would  destroy  all  those  who  proclaim  it.  But 
the  Lord  reigneth. 

(7o  he  continued,) 


THE  LORD  IS  MY  PORTION. 

The  Lord  is  my  portion,  what  more  can  I  need  1 
My  GK)d  and  my  Saviour  who  for  me  did  bleed : 
My  Kinsman.  B^deemer,  my  Befiige,  and  Eock^ 
In  whom  I  can  shelter  from  tempest  or  shock. 

The  Lord  is  my  portion,  upon  Him  I  lean. 
Nor  will  He  rebuke  me,  although  1  am  mean  ; 
But  gladly  receive  me,  with  pleasing  invite. 
And  say  1  am  comely  and  fair  in  His  sight. 

The  Lord  is  my  portion  when  tempests  arise. 
When  billows  and  blackness  becloud  the  fiur  skies, 
"When  th*  long-look'd  for  haven  is  hid  from  my  ken. 
The  Lord  is  my  portion :  aye,  ycs,'teven  then. 

The  Lord  is  my  portion  when  troubles  abound, 
When  dark  dispensations  my  pathway  surround : 
When  all  is  most  cheerless,  most  dismal  and  drear. 
My  heart  nearly  breaking,  my  mind  fill'd  with  fear. 

The  Lord  is  my  portion  the  same  though  I  feel 
The  oil  is  all  wasted  and  barrel  of  meal ; 
Tea,  though  I  distrust  Him,  and  think  the  road  rough, 
I  know,  notwithstanding.  Hell  grant  me  enough. 

The  Lord  is  my  portion,  in  Him  I  abide. 
Nor  have  I  a  shelter  but  His  bleeding  side: 
*Tis  there  I  can  nestle,  and  feel  His  heart  glow, 
jLnd  sing  in  sweet  rapture  He  loves  me  I  know. 

The  Lord  is  my  portion.  His  bosom  my  rest ; 
His  heart  is  my  dwelling,  His  love  is  my  nest; 
In  Him  safe  abiding,  I  sing  with  delight, 
The  Lard  is  my  portion,  my  glory  and  b'ght 


A.  W 
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TRUTH  VERSUS  ERROR. 

Bill. — Well^  Jim,  is  it  true  that  thou  didst  go  and  hear  that 
Free-will  parson  by  the  name  of last  night  ? 

Jim. — Indeed  it  is,  lad,  and  a  real  treat  I  had  and  all  ? 

B. — And  wast  thou  converted,  or  did  thee  get  thy  soul  saved  ? 

J. — Eh,  lad,  sure  I  did :  and  now  I  gives  up  all  my  bad  ways 
and  wicked  companions,  goes  to  chapel,  re^ds  my  Bible,  says  my 
prayers,  serves  God,  and  loves  my  neighbour  as  myself;  and  I 
think,  that  if  thou  hadst  been  there,  thou  hadst  lost  all  thy  Calvinism, 
and  had  thy  soul  saved  too. 

B. — Thou'lt  never  get  me  inside  of  such  a  madhouse  all  the 
time  I  have  my  senses,  I  assure  thee,  Jim ;  and  I  will  in  a  few 
words  tell  thee  what  I  think  of  that  man.  Like  Simon  Magus,  he 
is  **  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  bond  of  iniquity :"  and  has  no 
more  power  to  save  a  soul,  or  convert  a  fellow  creature,  than  has 
a  country  bumpkin  to  general  an  army  in  the  field  of  battle,  or  a 
mad  brain  fanatic  to  rule  a  State. 

J. — Then  thou  dost  not  think  ought  to  my  conversion,  lad,  dost 
thou? 

B. — Like  the  mirage  in  the  desert,  it  is  wholly  delusive.  Both 
thee  and  thy  parson  are  deceived  by  the  devil,  and  know  no  more 
of  the  work  of  grace  in  the  heart  than  did  Nicodemus  of  the  new 
birth.  All  thy  religion  is  of  the  creature,  therefore  in  the  flesh, 
and  will  end  in  death  and  damnation,  if  the  grace  of  God  pre- 
vent not. 

J. — Stay,  lad,  thou  art  too  hasty  in  thy  judgment,  how  dost 
thou  know  there's  nought  in  our  religion  ?  It  is  thyself  and  thy 
party  that  are  wrong,  and  I  can  soon  prove  it  and  all.     Thou  well 
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knows  that  there  is  but  ONE  chapel  in  this  large  town  where  thy 
uncharitable  doctrines  are  preached,  and  but  few  attend  it,  whereas 
our  charitable  doctrines  of  free-will,  or  a  chance  for  everybody,  are 
preached  in  every  other  place  of  worship.  This  is  quite  proof 
enough,  lad,  that  thou  art  wrong. 

B* — Sorry  proof  indeed !  Suppose  we  reverse  it  and  say  it  proves 
the  contrary.  Legion  is  your  name ;  for  ye  are  many ;  but  the 
Lord  calls  His  people  a  little flock^  and  He  says,  "  strait  is  the  gate, 
and  narrmiD  is  the  way  that  leadeth  into  life,  and  FEW  there  be 
that  find  it ;  and  yet  your  party  of  free-will  lovers  and  free-grace 
haters  find  it  (?)  by  shoals.  Ihis  is  quite  proof  enough  that  thou 
aiid  the  whole  host  of  Baal's  worshippers  are  wrong,  r  ree-will  re- 
ligionists of  all  denominations  boast  of  their  numbers,  whereas  the 
very  fact  proves  them  not  to  be  the  FEW  who  find  life.  Did  Christ 
mean  what  He  said,  think  ye  ? 

J.— No  doubt  the  Lord  did ;  for  He  could  make  no  mistake. 
But  dost  thou  not  think  it  is  people's  own  fault  if  more  are  not 
saved  ? 

B. — What  dost  thou  mean,  Jim,  by  the  word  saved  ?      May  I 
understand  thee  to  mean  experimentally  saved  ? 

J. — Eh,  Ben,  that's  my  meaning. 

B. — Let  me  give  thee  the  Word  of  God  upon  the  point,  and  I 
think  it  will  take  ten  thousand  Methodist  parsons  to  overturn  it 
*^  But  though  He  had  done  so  many  miracles  among  them,  yet  they 
believed  not  on  Him."  Why  not?  Let  wisdom  answer  and  folly 
blush  to  dictate.  "  That  the  saying  of  Esaias  might  be  fiilfiUed 
which  he  spake,  Lord,  who  hath  believed  our  report  ?  and  to  whom 
hath  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed  ?  Therefore  they  could 
NOT  believe,  because  that  Esaias  said  again,  He  hath  blinded 
their  eyes  ["The  election  hath  obtained  it,  and  the  rest  were 
blinded,'*]  and  hardened  their  hearts ;  that  they  should  NOT  see 
with  their  eyes,  nor  understand  with  their  heart,  and  be  converted, 
and  I  should  heal  them.  These  things  said  Esaias  when  he  saw 
His  glory,  and  spake  of  Him."  And  these  things  will  every  man 
speak  if  he  is  favoured  to  behold  His  glory:  and,  like  Moses  when 
on  the  mount,  will  hear  the  Lord  say,  **  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom 
I  WILL  have  mercy,  and  whom  I  WILL  I  harden,"  This  is  holy 
sovereignty,  and 

'*  The  spirit  that  would  this  truth  withstand, 

Would  pull  God's  temple  down, 
Wrest  Jesu's  sceptre  from  His  hand. 

And  spoil  Him  of  His  crown." 

Strange  that  men  should  be  wiser  than  God  and  teach  Him  know- 
ledge in  this  day  of  red-hot  profession,  and  give  eternal  Truth  the 
lie,  and  say  that  man  can  be  saved  if  he  likes,  believe  if  he  willj  * 
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come  to  God  if  he  pleases,  and  all  such  fleshly  nonseD8e5  when 
the  Lord  declares,  ^^  It  is  not  of  him  that  willethi  nor  of  him  that 
runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth  mercy," 

J. — Stop,  lad,  and  get  thy  breath,  for  thou  art  going  on  at  such 
a  rate  I  can  hardly  keep  up  with  thee ;  and  if  thou  dost  not  cool 
down  a  bit,  I'm  afraid  thy  zeal  will  get  the  better  of  thy  judgment. 
But  after  aJl,  Ben,  I  can  say  nothing  to  thy  argument ;  for  thou 
dost  ]^reach  like  a  parson,  and  I  begin  to  feel  that  we're  up  to  nought 
in  religion  after  alL  Thou  hast  the  scripture  on  thy  side,  and  such 
texts  as  our  ministers  never  speak  about. 

B. — It  would  not  answer  their  purpose,  and  the  portions  which 
they  do  quote  they  wrest  to  their  own  destruction.  They  are 
doing  their  father  the  devil's  work,  and  when  the  measure  of  their 
iniquity  is  full,  like  their  brother  Judas,  they  will  go  to  their  own 
place ;  and  though  they  tell  the  Lord  how  they  have  preached  in 
His  name,  cast  out  devils,  and  done  many  other  wonderful  works, 
they  will  find  that  instead  of  taking  them  to  the  heaven  that  they 
vainly  think  they  have  purchased,  He  will  say,  "  Depart,  ye  cursed^ 
into  everlasting  fire." 

J. — No  more,  lad ;  for  thou  makes  me  tremble ;  and  that  portion 
flashes  like  lightning  across  my  mind  which  says»  ^*  The  great  day 
of  His  wrath  is  come,  and  who  shall  be  able  to  stand  ?" 

B. — Ah !  Jim,  none  will  be  able  to  stand  but  the  remnant  ac- 
cording to  the  election  of  grace ;  and  though  the  whole  race  of 
free-grace  haters  despise  God's  little  flock  of  slaughter,  they  shall 
stand  upon  Christ  the  glorious  Rock,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not 
prevail  against  them ;  when  the  fleshly  parsons  will  have  to  answer 
for  their  blasphemy  in  saying  that  they  have  power  to  ofier  sal- 
vation, convert  their  hearers,  and  save  souls.  The  whole  election 
of  grace,  whether  called  Antinomians  or  Hyper-Calvinists,  shall 
see  His  face,  walk  with  Him  in  white,  sing  His  high  Hallelujah, 
and  crown  Him  Lord  of  all. 

A.  W. 


[The  above  dialogue  is  printed  separately  for  gratuitous  dis- 
tribution, and  can  be  had  of  Mr  Hannath,  Scale  Lane,  Hull,  at 
Is.  per  100,  post-free. 

Our  readers  will  understand  that  there  is  a  little  bit  of  York- 
shire provincialism  in  this  dialogue,  which  they  must  kindly 
overlook. 

"IHE  WAY  HE  HATH  LED  ME"  will  be  resumed  next 
month,  and  continued  monthly  until  ended. 

"The  Pathway  of  True  Light"  is  unavoidably  held  over  for 
next  month,  as  are  also  two  other  articles. — Ed. 
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« COMPLETE  IN  HIM." 

"  C]ad  in  His  virtue,  bright  tsai  fair, 
She's  like  the  Holy  One." 

What  a  gracious  truth  !  What  a  glorious  mercy  !  *•  Complete  in 
Him,"  when  ?  Before  time.  "  Complete  in  Him,"  when  ? 
ITirough  time.  **  Complete  in  Him,"  when  ?  When  time 
shall  be  no  longer.  For  ever  and  for  ever  **  Complete  in  Him  ?' 
And  who  is  "complete  in  Him?"  Not  fleshly  professors,  for  they 
vainly  think  themselves  complete  in  the  flesh,  although  the  Holy 
Ghost  led  Paul  to  say,  "  In  me ;  that  is,  in  my  flesh,  dwelleth  no 
good  thing."  Ihe  Church,  the  Lamb's  wife,  is  complete  in  Him, 
and  she  alone.  "The  King's  daughter  is  all-glorious  within ;"  and. 
Thou  art  all  fwr,  my  love,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee,"  and  why. 
Ye  are  complete  m  Him."  The  Lord  never  intended  His 
people  to  be  complete  in  the  flesh  ^  never  wished  them  to  be  pure 
m  the  first  Adam.  They  were  loved  in  Christ,  blessed  in  Christ, 
saved  in  Christ,  called  in  Christ,  justified  in  Christ,  and  glorified 
in  Christ.  Paul  knew  a  man  in  Christ,  when  he  came  to  visions 
and  revelations :  but  he  knew  no  man  after  the  flesh ;  because  in 
Christ  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  bond  nor  firee,  male  nor 
female.  If  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature.  Not  a 
a  motley  creature.  Not  a  mixed  creature.  Not  part  old  man  and 
part  new.  Not  partly  sanctified  and  partly  corrupt.  No,  no ;  but 
a  new  creature.  Born  not  of  the  will  of  man,  of  flesh,  of 
blood,  but  bom  of  God.  Love  is  the  begetter,  love  is  the  begotten. 
Life  is  the  begetter,  life  is  the  begotten.  Light  is  the  begetter, 
light  is  the  begotten.  Holy  is  the  begetter,  holy  is  the  begotten. 
Thus  the  spiritual  child  is  a  partaker  of  the  divine  nature.  It  is 
not  the  old  man  remodelled,  the  first  Adam  renovated ;  but  it  is  the 
incorruptible  seed  that  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever.  If  incorruptible 
seed,  what  is  to  contaminate  it?  If  pure,  what  can  deface  it?  If 
beautiful,  who  can  mar  it  ?  If  immortal,  how  can  death  make  an 
inroad  ?  **  Because  I  live,"  js  the  cause,  **  ye  shall  live  also,"  is  the 
eflect.  In  fact,  the  life  of  one  is  the  life  of^^the  other^  and  yet  there 
is  not  another ;  "  for  they  are  no  more  twain,  but  one  flesh." 
Christ  is  the  light,  life,  love,  and  hope  of  His  Church,  His  people 
are  His  possession ;  His  bride  is  His  portion ;  His  members  are 
His  jewels ;  and  His  body  is  the  fulness  of  Him  who  fiUeth  all  in 
all.  *'  This  is  a  great  mystery,  but  I  speak  concerning  Christ  and 
His  Church."  This  Church  He  has  presented  to  Himself  a  glorious 
Church,  not  having  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing,  and  why  ? 
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"  Ye  are  complete  in  Him,"  who  is  the  Head  of  all  principal]^  and 
power,  and  woo  is  God  over  all  blessed  for  evermore :  and  **  this 
God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever."  Hence  we  can  and  do  sing, 
as  inhabitants  of  the  Rock,  <<  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my 
Rock,  and  let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  exalted." 

"  Ye  are  complete  in  Him%"  Not.  in  yourself,  not  in  the  flesh, 
and  not  in  one  thing  in  distinctiveness  from  Him.  We  are  cogi- 
plete  in  Him,  and  why  ?  Because  He  is  complete,  including  His 
body,  not  excluding  the  most  feeble  member.  Were  one  member 
missing,  Christ  were  not  complete.  Cheer  up,  trembUnf 
saint:  for 

^  Tk»  feeblest  saint  shall  win  the  daj. 
Though  death  and  hell  obstruct  the  waj  ;*' 

because  "complete  in  Him,"  "accepted  in  the  Beloved."  There 
never  was  a  time  when  you  were  not  complete  in  Him*  When  you 
were  immersed  in  sin  and  thrall :  when  there  was  no  eye  to  pity 
you,  no  hand  to  help  you,  even  then  you  were  complete  in  Him. 
ilad  it  not  been  so,  you  had  remained  in  that  sad  state  till  now  ; 
but  as  the  poet  expresses  it, 

"  He  saw  thee  rnin'd  m  the  fall. 
Yet  lov*d  thee  notwithstanding  all; 
He  rais'd  thee  from  thy  lost  estate, 
His  loyingkindness,  0  how  great  I" 

How  consoling  the  thought  that  whatever  we  are  as  creatures^ 
wherever  we  go  as  creatures,  whatiever  we  do  as  creatures,  it  never 
interferes  with  our  completeness  in  Him,  our  beauty  in  Him,  our 
spotless  purity  in  Him,  our  acceptance  in  Him.  Call  it  Anti- 
nomianism  if  you  like,  Hyper-Calvinism  if  you  please,  it  is  never- 
theless an  incontrovertible  truth,  an  undeniable  fact,  a  God-Glori- 
fying, Christ-exalting,  and  creature-debasing  reality. 

"  These  are  truths,  and  happy  he 

Who  can  well  receire  them  ; 
Brethren,  though  we  cannot  see. 

Still  we  should  believe  them.'' 

Nothing  whatever  can  interfere  with  relationship.  Pious  hypocrites 
may  be  shocked,  empty  professors  may  turn  up  their  eyes,  but  we 
heed  them  not  We  write  for  the  sons  of  God :  we  labor  for  the 
daughters  of  Zion.  For  their  encouragement  we  use  both  mouth 
and  pen,  and  take  up  the  language  of  the  immortal  Toplady : 

"  Careless  myself  a  dying  man, 

Of  dying  nnn*s  esteem, 
Happy,  0  Lord,  if  thou  but  smile, 

Though  all  beside  condemn/* 

We  seek  not  to  please  man :  if  we  did,  how  could  we  be  the  servant 
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of  Christ,  for  all  love  their  own,  and  not  the  things  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Flesh  and  blood  religion  we  put  down  at  a  very  low  estimate,  we 
simply  value  it  as  worthless.  Vital  Godliness  we  prize.  This  is 
God's  own  image ;  this  is  the  Lord's  own  work. 


ThougK  the  fleshly  children  mock, 
Jesus  is  our  solid  Bock." 


*«  But  Christ  is  all  in  all,"  while  flesh  and  blood  are  just  nothing  at 
all«  In  Him  we  stand  complete,  on  Him  we  stand  secure,  with 
Him  we  stand  accepted.  Without  Him  we  are  as  a  thing  of 
naught.     Therefore 

•    **  Let  others  after  earth  aspire, 
Christ  is  the  treasure  we  desire*'* 

We  need  none  to  tell  us  that  we  are  as  black  as  hell  in  ourselves,  as 
vile  as  the  devil  in  union  with  Adam  ;  but,  bless  our  God,  we  abo 
know  that, 

"  Clad  in  His  vesture,  hright  and  fair, 
WeVe  like  the  Holy  One." 

There  is  no  sin  too  abominable  for  us  to  commit,  for  we  are  all  as 
an  unclean  thing ;  but  it  is  our  privilege  to  shout  "  victory  through 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  In  Him  we  have  conquest ;  with  Him  we 
have  victory.  Indeed  we  can  sing,  "  Rejoice  not  against  me,  O 
mine  enemy  1"  And  all  our  enemies  are  found  liars  unto  us,  and 
we  can  and  do  in  Him  tread  upon  their  high  places ;  and  then  we 
sit  and  sing  in  heavenly  places,  '*  The  Lord  is  a  Man  of  war :  the 
Lord  hath  triumphed  gloriously :  the  horse  and  his  rider  He  hath 
cast  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.**     So  that 

**  The  Lord's  the  battle  is. 

Give  Him  the  glory  due, 
To  crush  thine  enemies, 

Hell  His  salvation  show ; 
Will  saye  from  sin^  death,  hell  and  woe. 
Then  fearless  on  let  Israel  go." 

**  The  Lord  shall  fight  for  you,"  child  of  God.  He  can  aim  a  blow 
in  the  right  direction :  He  can  shoot  His  arrow  with  the  utmost 
precision ;  and  He  hath  said,  ^^A  thousand  shall  fall  at  thy  side,  and 
ten  thousand  at  thy  right  hand  ;*'  and  why  ?  *«  The  battle  is  the 
Lord's."  Leave,  O  leave,  child  of  God,  all  with  Him  your  best 
Friend,  your  only  Beloved.  He  will  manage  everything  well  for 
you,  ana  says,  "  The  cause  which  is  too  hard  for  thee,  bring  it  to 
me."  While  you  can  get  on  without  Him  you  will,  but  when  He 
in  love  puts  darkness  in  your  path,  and  hedges  up  your  way  as  with 
hewn  stone,  then,  and  not  till  then,  do  you  Took  away  from  self  and 
circumstances ;  then,  and  not  a  moment  before,  are  your  eyes  up 
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unto  Him.  *^  O  Lord,  I  am  oppressed,  undertake  for  me,"  is  then 
the  cry  of  your  hearty  the  breadiing  of  your  soul;  and  you  have 
ever  proved  that 

'*  When  trouble,  like  a  gloomy  cloud, 
Has  gather'd  thick  and  thunder*d  loudy 
He  near  your  soul  haa  always  stood^ 
His  lovingkindness,  0  how  good  !*' 

The  Lord  is  determined  to  keep  His  children  dependent  upo 
Himself  He  will  see  to  it  that  fleshly  arms  and  creature  prop 
give  way,  that  they  may  come  up  out  of  the  wilderness  leaning 
on  their  Beloved.  "  And  it  came  to  [pass  after  awhile  that  the 
brook  dried  up."  Yes,  beloved,  and  you  have  had  many  brooks  dry 
up,  and  many  creature  sources  cut  off.  Astonished  at  it  you  may 
have  been,  kick  against  it  no  doubt  you  have ;  rebel,  pme,  and 
fret  concerning  it,  you  must  acknowledge  that  you  have  been 
wicked  enough  to  do.  But  how  has  it  ever  proved?  Why  this: 
**  Not  one  thing  hath  failed,"  though  everything  has  appeared  to 
fail.  How  is  this  ?  **  There  is  nothing  too  hard  for  the  I-iord**' 
He  turned  the  curse  into  a  blessing.     Surely  thee  you  can  sing, 

'*Hy  Jesus  hath  done  all  things  well." 

Beloved,  we  have  run  away  from  our  subject,  may  the  Lord  make 
it  fit. 

**  Ye  are  complete  in  Him,"  who  is  your  life  ;  so  that  with  Paul, 
you  can  say,  "  I  live,  yet  not  I,  Christ  liveth  in  me;"  Christ  says, 
**  He  that  liveth  and  believeth  in  me,  shall  never  die :"  and  "  He 
that  eateth  me  shall  live  by  me ;"  **  for  my  flesh  is  meat  indeed, 
and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed."  This  is  a  hard  saying  to  fleshly 
disciple^  who  have  a  name  to  live,  and  yet  are  dead.  They  do  not 
know  the  spiritual  food  that  a  child  of  God  partakes  of;  they  are 
not  familiar  with  the  spiritual  drink  with  which  a  child  of  God 
slakes  his  thirst.  They  know  nothing  of  Jacob's  well  and  Jacob's  God, 
and  why  do  we  ?  Ah  !  child  of  God,  why  do  we  ?  "  Because  ye 
belong  to  Christ :"  because  "  unto  you  it  is  given  to  know  the 
mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  but  to  them  it  is  not  given."  Why? 
"  Even  so,  Father ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  thy  sight" 

"  *Ti8  all  of  sov'reign  grace  that  ye 
Do  not  as  others  do.* 

To  have  Christ  our  life,  and  Christ  our  food:  Christ  our  health, 
and  Christ  our  wealth;  Christ  our  Rock,  and  Christ  ©ur  refuge; 
and  Christ  our  Lord,  and  Christ  our  God ;  are  mercies  new  every 
morning.  It  is  in  Him  we  spiritually  live,  move,  and  have  our 
being.  We  have  no  plea  before  our  God  but  Christ.  We  have  no 
oblation,  no  sacrifice  to  offer  save  Christ.     We  dare  not  open  our 
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mouth  in  our  own  name  and  for  our  own  sake.  We  cannot  lift  up 
our  unworthy  head  only  upon  the  ground  of  relationship.  His 
person  is  our  object,  His  love,  blood,  and  salvation  our  subject. 
Were  we  not  favoured  with  these,  we  were  for  ever  undone.  Kent 
sings,  referring  to  our  petitions, 

'<  Let  each  to  the  Father  go  up  in  His  name. 
For  the  blessing  comes  always  in  Him  :** 

and  these  very  prayers  are  indited  in  our  hearts  by  Ilis  own  Spirit* 
or  they  woulu  never  be  heard,  never  be  answered.  How  truthfully 
dear  Hart  wrote  when  he  said  : 

*'  All  our  pn^yers  and  all  our  praises, 

Bightly  offered  in  His  name, 
fie  who  dictates  them  is  Jesus, 

He  who  answers  is  the  same.** 

This  is  most  scriptural,  blessedly  truthful,  preciously  spiritual  We 
believe  it.  It  lays  the  axe  to  the  root  of  all  fleshly  trees,  and  exalts 
the  tree  of  life  which  grows  in  the  midst  of  the  paradise  of  God. 
Under  His  shadow  we  sit,  with  His  fruit  we  are  satisfied.  Our 
springs  are  in  Him.  Well  might  Peter  say,  and  well  may  the 
cnildren  join  him,  "  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe  He  is 
precious."  He  is  precious  in  His  person,  precious  in  His  love,  pre- 
cious in  His  righteousness,  and  precious  in  every  fresh  manifestation 
of  His  beauties  and  excellencies.  His  works  praise  Him,  His  saints 
bless  Him«  All  His  dealings  are  right.  His  ways  just,  ^^atever  He 
does  is  good^  very  good. 

*'  Good  when  He  gives,  supremely  good. 

Nor  less  when  He  denies ; 
B'en  crosses,  in  His  sov'reign  hand, 

Are  blessings  in  disguise.'** 

Our  old  nature  will  not  say  Amen  to  this.  It  has  neither  right  nor 
memorial  in  God's  spiritual  Jerusalem,  He  giveth  no  account  of 
His  matters  to  flesh,  but  He  makes  known  His  mind  and  will  to 
faith.  **  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  Him ;"  and 
these  dwell  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High,  and  for  ever 
abide  under  the  shadow  of  their  Almighty  Ishi,  their  glorious  Be 
loved.  "This  honor  have  all  the  saints:  praise  ye  the  Lord." 
There  is  no  lack  to  them  that  fear  the  Lord ;  but  they  can  say  with 
Paul,  « I  have  all  and  abound ;"  for, "  All  are  your's,  ye  are  Christ's, 
and  Christ  is  God's." 

Beloved,  and  what  can  we  more  sa^?  For  the  time  would  fail 
us  to  speak  out  His  praise,  tell  of  His  glories,  describe  His  ex 
cellencies,  and  testify  of  His  preciousness.  We  will  say  this.  «  He 
is  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand:  yea,  the  altogether  lovely :" 
and  O,  wonder  of  wonders,  "This  is  my  Beloved,  and  this  is  mv 
Friend!"      ,  ^ 

The  Editor. 
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Mt  rind  Friend  and  Fatheh  in  the  Faith^ — Yoa  know  I 
love  good  livinp)  and  do  not  like  barley  bread,  nor  oil  and  water, 
yet  1  have  had  little  else  plaqed  before  me  since  you  left  Town. 
I  have  gone  where  the  truth  is  professedlv  preached,  and  have 
generally  found  barley  bread  on  hand :  but  it  was  a  rare  thing  to 
see  good  wheaten  bread.  I  wandered  to  and  fro  in  search  of  a  place 
where  I  might  pitch  my  tent,  but  sought  in  vain' till  I  heard  Mr.  S. 
at  Castle  Street;  and,  from  my  last,  your  are  aware  that  I  can 
say,  **  I  will  go  with  him ;  for  I  have  heard  that  God  is  with  him.** 
What  a  Rock  is  our  Jesus  I  What  a  Stronghold  is  our  best 
Beloved !  And  though  we  are  called  to  take  the  battle  field,  our 
mercy  is  to  know  Him  as  our  Shield,  and  our  faith — His  gift — is  the 
pivot  on  which  it  turns  to  face  the  foe  and  ward  off  every  poisoned 
arrow  and  fiery  dart  of  our  cruel  and  relentless  enemy.  He  schemes, 
but  our  Lord  mercifully  frustrates  his  wicked  designs,  and  brings 
us  through  with  a  high  hand,  however  fierce  his  temptations  may 
be ;  ^^for  He  knoweth  our  frame ;  He  remembers  we  are  but  dust : 
and, 

"  He  knows  what  sore  temptationB  mean^ 
For  He  hath  felt  the  same.** 

As  regards  your  home-flock,  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  golden  oil 
runs,  has  a  free  course,  and  Jesus  is  glorified.  Bless  His  holy  name. 
He  will  not  let  it  pass  a  Lazarus  by.  Ma^  you  be  made  increasingly 
useful  as  a  laborer  in  thy  Master's  vineyard.  The  desire  and 
prayer  of  thy  child  is,  that  you  may  indeed  be  made  the  same  rich 
blessing  to  many  that  you  have  been  to  her.  Go  on,  thou  valiant 
champion  of  truth,  and  continue  to  speak  well  of  Him  who  thinks 
well  of  you.  Let  the  creature  be  laia  low,  but  exalt,  extol,  and  lift 
our^  Jeaus  high--rthe  Man  made  strong  for  God's  work;  and 
whether  mea  will  hear  or  forbear^  proclaim  far  and  near  that  ^'  His 
work  is  perfect." 

**  Lift  Him  on  high  as  God  the  Son, 
With  aU  Hifi  blood^fttained  gunneati  oiu" 

Thy  bold  free  speech  pleased  me  well,  and  I  cannot  help  bearing 
thee  in  remembrance  ;  and  daily  have  J  cause  to  bless  my  God  for 
the  light,  life,  love,  and  power  whicti  accompanied  the  preached 
Word  fi'om  your  lips  when  sitting  und^r  your  ministry  at  the  never- 
to-be-forgotten  "  Beulah.^  Whilst  I  love  you  for  your  work's  sake, 
to  God  be  all  the  glory,  who  rememberedf  me  in  my  low  estate, 
because  His  mprcy  endureth  for  ever. 
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Go  on,  beloved  brother,  and  though  some  do  say  that  you  "  go  too 
far,'^  heed  them  not ;  for  they  are  lying  spirits,  and  know  not  what 
they  say,  nor  whereof  they  affirm.  Depend  upon  it,  you  will  never 
go  too  far ;  and  if  length  of  years  are  added  to  your  life,  and  you 
preach  Christ  all  the  time,  you  will  then  be  constrained  to  say 
that  the  half  has  never  been  told.  Pardon  my  freedom :  for  I  for- 
get that  I  am  but  a  babe,  thyself  a  father  in  tsrael.  My  heart  is 
warm,  you  will,  I  know,  forgive. 

To  day,  in  returning  home,  with  work  unexpectedly  received, 
I  was  lost  to  self  in  silent  love  and  adoration  at  the  manifest  indulgent 
care  of  my  best  and  only  Beloved :  pondering  over  His  love  acts, 
the  Word  ran  like  lightning,  like  honey,  like  oil,  through  my  soul 
—  <*  Oh,  Israel,  thoushalt  not  be  forgotten  of  me  I"  Sweet,  precious, 
ever-glorious  truth,  to  live  and  grow  in  the  knowledge  of !  The 
enemy  tried  hard  to  rob  me  of  its  felt  sweetness  by  telling  me  that 
as  I  had  received  the  same  portion  before  it  was  not  fresh ;  but  I 
have  proved  him  a  liar ;  for  it  was  fresh  and  sweet  to  my  taste.  In- 
deed his  witty  invention  could  not  deprive  me  of  that  which  I  had 
received. 

As  to  temporal  things,  I  have  enough  for  the  day ;  and,  bless  the 
Lord,  He  hath  made  me  careful  for  nothing,  yet  diligent  in  all 
things,  A  contradiction,  some  would  say.  Well,  it  is  true,  and 
plain  to  him  who  understands.  How  sweetly  the  dear  Lord  times 
rlis  mercies !  Yours  vv  as  indeed  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ  to  my 
soul.  If  I  marvel  much  at  thy  love  and  mindful  care,  how  much 
more  may  I  marvel  at  the  love  and  care  of  my  adorable,  ever- 
blessed  Keeper.  Well  may  the  heavens  wonder,  and  the  earth  be 
astonished  at  love  so  surprisinglv  great,  so  amazingly  deep,  so 
gloriously  high,  that  angels  cannot  attain  unto  it. 

Down  with  thy  harp,  my  tried  brother,  while  love  divine  attunes 
it  afresh;  for 

*'  None  but  burden'd  sinners  prove, 
Blood-bought  pardon,  dying  love." 

The  covenant  characters  of  Christ  named  in  yours  are  indeed  very 
precious  to  my  soul,  having  been  made  to  know  Him  as  such  for 
myself.  He  the  nourisher  and  the  [nourishment;  the  altar  and 
the  sacrifice ;  the  servant  and  the  provision ;  and,  what  more  ?  Ah  I 
you  cannot  tell  it  out  more  blessedly  than  by  acknowledging  Him 
to  be  "  all  and  in  all,"  **  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand,  and  the 
altogether  lovely.  This  is  my  Beloved,  and  this  is  my  Friend,  O 
ye  daughters  of  Jerusalem."  The  crowning  point  of  your  remark  is, 
<«  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  Jesus  only."  I  should  think  so,  be- 
loved; for, 

*'  In  haying  Him  you  all  possess." 
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In  having  Him  you  possess  untold  wealthy  and  broad  acres  which 
will  take  you  an  eternity  to  traversci 

I  must  say  no  more,  but  just  this.  Troubles  abound  for  the 
trial  of  your  faith  and  mine;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  my  dear 
father : 

"  The  roadfmay  be  rough,  but  it  cannot  be  long, 
Let*8  smooth  it  with  hope,  and  cheer  it  with  song.** 

Precious  soul-comforting,  spirit-cheering,  heart-warming,  and  mind- 
animating  truth — our  Jesus  stands  pledged  to  see  us  safe  through 
every  trial,  every  storm,  every  sorrow,  which  we  are  called  to  pass 
through.  Bless  His  tiame,  I  do  not  think  it  presumptuous  to  live 
in  the  full  belief  and  sweet  assurance  that  He  will,  according  to 
His  Word,  see  us 

•*  Safe  landed  on  that  peaceful  shore 
Where  death  shall  die,  and  sin^s  no  more." 

Has  He  not  undertaken  to  do  so?  And  is  He  not  faithful  to  His 
promise  ?  When  we  reach  that  delightful  arbor  of  rest,  won't  we, 
my  brother,  make  the  jaspar  walls  resound  with  loud  hosannahs 
and  high  hallelujahs  to  God  and  the  Lamb  ? 

'''Say,  dear  Conqueror,  say,  how  long 
Ere  we  shall  join  the  blood-bought  throng  V* 

Farewell,  my  dear,  kind  friend  and  father  in  gospel  truth  and  love. 
Thy  little  cnild  commends  thee  to  "  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  you 
from  falling,  and  to  present  you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  His 
glory  with  exceeding  joy,  to  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  be 
glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever. 
Amen.'' 

Gratefully  and  affectionately  thy  child  in  the  &ith. 

Recluse. 
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Those  of  our  readers  who  have  this  book  will  be  somewhat  sur- 
prised to  find  us  reviewing  it  a  twelvemonth  after  its  publication. 
To  them  we  would  repeat  the  old  adage,  **  Better  late  than  never." 
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We  had  no  idea  till  now  that  such  a  work  had  been  published,  or, 
depend  upon  i€^  we  should  hate  been  very  pleased  to  have 
noticed  It :  for  it  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  verj^  blessed  work. 
We  heartily  congratulate  our  brother  Russell  upon  the  honor  put 
upon  him  by  our  blessed  Lord,  in  enabling  him  to  bear  so  truthful, 
so  spiritual,  and  so  able  a  testimony  to  the  love  and  faithfulness  of 
his  covenant  Ood ;  and  we  hesitate  not  to  say  that  it  is  our  firm 
opinion  that  our  brother  will  live  in  the  heart  and  affections  of 
every  child  of  God  who  is  fiivoured  to  read  and  understand  his 
well*written  book. 

The  work  before  us  is  one  of  the  most  straightforward,  lucid,  and 
descriptive  accounts  of  a  pathway  that  we  nave  ever  read.     Our 
brother,  after  giving  a  brief  statement  of  his  youthful  days  of  sin  and 
folly,  tdls  I  qs  when  and  where  and  how  the  Lord  commenced  His 
work,  His  strange  work,    in   his  soul;   he  goes  on  to  show  his 
knowledge  oi  himself  as  a  sinner,  the  effect  of  the  powerful  and 
varied  temptations  of  Satan  upon  his  mind  ;    the  timely  lifts  and 
sips  oy  the  way ;  the  bondage  of  the  prison  house  and  the  poorness 
or  prison  fare ;  the  wretchedness  and  misery  of  soul  under  a  feeling 
sense  of  wrath  and  condemnation ;    and,  eventually,  the  glorious 
liberty  occasioned  by  the  Almighty  voice  of  our  precious  Seloved 
speaking  peace  by  the  blood  of  if  is  cross.     We   must  say  that  it 
is  the  most  blessed  account  of  a  deliverance  that  we  ever  saw.     We 
do  not  mean  to  infer  that  the  deliverance  of  our  brother  exceeds 
that  of  others  of  the  Lord*s  servants ;  but  we  must  be  allowed  to 
acknowledge  that  the  description  of  it  is  superlative.     Others  have 
enjoyed  the  like  favor,  realized  the  same  blessedness,  and  experi- 
enced equal  joys ;  but  few,  very  few,  have  been  favored  so  highly 
in  giving  their  testimony  to  the  love  and  faithfulness  of  their  best 
Bek>ved.     We  have  not  a  doubt  upon  our  mind  that  our  brother 
when  writing  of  his  deliverance  had  a  renewed  taste  of  the  blessed- 
ness.    This  much  we  can  say ;  our  soul  had  a  rich  treat,  a  real 
feast,  in  perusing  it ;  and  had  the  whole  world  stood  before   us, 
joined  by  the  host  of  hell,  and  told  us  that  Thomas  Russell  was 
not  a  child  of  God,  we  could  have  withstood  them  all  and  declared 
him  to  be  our  Father's  own  child.     We  have  no  more  doubt  about 
his  safety  than  our  own ;  and,  bless  God,  He  has  given  us  repeated 
proo&  of  our  union-oneness  with  our  precious  Christ.     We  hardly 
know  how  to  speak  in  hi^  terms  enoush  of  this  book ;    for  it  is  so 
rare  a  thing  to  meet  with  a  volume  half  so  precious. 

Not  only  has  our  brother  been  enabled  to  give  a  clear  account  of 
himself  as  a  son  of  God;  but,  as  a  servant  of  God,  none  ever  had  a 
plainer  call  If  every  man  who  occupies  a  pulpit  was  compelled 
to  give  as  clear  a  proof  of  his  call  to  the  ministry  ere  he  dare  preach 
again  we  are  inchned  to  think  that  one  pulpit  in  a  thousand  would 
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not  be  filled  next  Sunday*  Even  all  the  Lord's  servants  have  not 
such  striking  proofs  of  th^r  call  to  the  work  as  bad  our  brother 
Russell.  Few  indeed  among  the  ehoab  of  ministers  can  show  their 
credentials,  and  why?     Simply  because  they  have  none  to  show. 

"  If  they  speak  of  God'i  pointing, 

Tell  you  of  the  tDh^re  and  wherif 
It  then  is  of  Gbd's  appeintiiig. 

They,  of  eoune^  an  real  sent  men." 

A  man  is  not  qualified  to  preach  God's  thith  unless  he  has  received 
the  truth  by  revelation ;  and  not  only  is  it  necessary  that  he  receive 
it  from  the  Lord  to  his  own  soul's  comfort,  but  he  must  be  specially 
anointed  to  dispense  the  Word  of  life  to  others.  If  the  Lord  sends 
a  man  with  a  message,  he  must  deliver  it  with  the  ability  that  the 
Lord  gives.  Often  he  looks  into  himself  for  what  he  considers 
necessary  qualifications,  but  can  see  nothing  there  to  render  him  a 
fit  servant  of  the  Lord,  forgetting  that  all  his  springs  are  in  His 
blessed  Lord  and  Master,  that  there  is  not  the  least  qualification  in 
himself  considered,  that  all  his  usefiilness  is  fixed  in  weight  and 
measure,  and  that  it  is  only  when  he  feels  and  finds  himself  unquali- 
fied and  unequal  to  the  task  that  the  Lord  takes  advantage  of  his 
weakness,  emptiness,  and  nothingness,  and  manifests  the  greatness 
of  His  love,  the  riches  of  His  grace,  and  the  almightiness  of  His 
power  in  blessing  the  Word  to  the  blood-redeemed  family  of 
neayen.  As  with  Paul,  so  with  God's  servants  now,  *«  When  1  am 
weak,  then  am  I  strong." 

Our  brother  Russell  was  much  tried  about  the  ministerial  office, 
fearing  he  should  run  before  being  sent  of  the  Lord,  well  knowing 
thaipraiinff  was  not  preaching :  but  the  Lord  was  very  good  to  him 
in  making  it  thoroughly  manifest  that  he  was  a  servant  in  the 
Church.  As  is  the  case^  with  nearly  all  of  God's  ministers,  our 
brother's  education  was  next  to  nothing.  This  in  the  eyes  of 
natural  religionists  is  considered  a  sad  drawback,  if  not  an  entire 
disqualification  for  the  ministerial  office.  In  fact,  education  is 
considered  almost  the  **onc  thing  needfiil***  Strange,  then,  that 
the  liord  should  pass  it  when  He  Jseeks  a  servant,  which  is 
usually  the  case.  Indeed,  what  the  poet  says  will  well  apply  in 
this  case ; 

*^  He  takes  the  fecdt  and  m$ku  him  )»ow 

The  mysteries  of  His  grace; 
To  lay  aspiring  wisdom  low. 

And  all  its  pride  abftse.*^ 


w 


When  Ae  Lord  sends  a  man  to  preach,  it  is.  not  to  display  his 
talent,  amuse  the  people  with  visions  out  of  His  own  heart ;  but 
to  feed  His^  children  with  knowledge  wd  understanding.      As  a 
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rule,  God*s  servants  go  before  the  Church  with  aching  heart  and 
trembling  step,  and  are  often  much  afraid  that  they  shall  be  con- 
founded before  the  people.  Like  Jeremiah,  they  often  tell  the  Lord 
that  they  are  but  a  child ;  or  Moses,  that  Ihey  are  of  a  slow  speech 
and  not  eloquent.  But  the  Lord  condescendingly  and  graciously 
overcomes  these  scruples  by  perfecting  His  strength  in  their  weak- 
ness. His  fulness  in  their  emptiness,  and  His  riches  in  their  poverty. 
He  shpws  them  again  and  again  that  their  planting  and  watering 
are  futile  unless  He  is  pleased  to  grant  an  increase.  Indeed,  they 
feelingly  know  that  "it  is  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  "  His 
Spirit  iuone. 

Mr.  Russell,  in  giving  a  brief  account  of  his  career  during  his 
youthhood,  says: 

But  to  return  to  my  narrativCj  As  I  mentioned  before;  through  the  fall  from  the  ladder;  I- 
vas  again  laid  by  from  work>  and  my  parents,  seeing  I  was  continually  meeting  with  some 
accident|while  working  with  the  bricklayers,  were  anxious  to  seek  for  some  different  employ 
ment  for  me,  and  were  desirous  of  putting  me  apprentice  to  some  trade.  For  this  purpose 
my  &ther  went  to  Oranbrook,  to  see  a  man  of  the  name  of  Elliot,  to  know  if  he  would  take 
me,  when  it  was  agreed  that  I  should  go  for  a  month  on  trial.  Accordingly  I  went,  and  was 
sent  to  a  shop  at  Bittenden  that  my  master  used.  Here  I  had  to  lodge  at  a  beershop,  and 
was  exposed  much  to  temptation  ;  and  one  thing  in  particular  must  have  been  a  snare  to  me> 
had  not  the  Lord  mercifully  interposed,  and  brought  my  plans  again  to  nought,  for  I  had  not 
been  there  but  a  little  while  before  I  was  taken  ill  with  a  bad  hand,  and,  much  against  my 
inclination,  was  obliged  to  leave  my  work  and  go  home  again.  With  this  I  was  kept  at  home 
for  some  time,  but  in  the  meanwhile  my  master  failed  in  business,  and  through  ^at  I  was 
prevented  from  ever  going  there  again.  This  was  a  grief  to  me  ;  but  since  I  have  been  led 
to  see  the  goodness  and  mercy  of  the  dear  Lord  in  frustrating  my  plans  and  bringing  them  to 
nought,  in  preventing  my  going  back  to  Bittenden.  Surely  it  was  goodness  and  mercy  that 
followed  me  all  the  days  of  my  vanity,  to  prevent  me  from  ruining  myself,  which  I  was  madly 
set  upon  doing  ;  but  the  Lord  had  purposed  it  otherwise,  and  therefore  the  thoughts  of 
my  heart  could  not  stand.  **  There  are  many  devices  in  a  man's  heart ;  nevertheless,  the 
counsel  of  the  Lord,  that  shall  stand  "  (Prov.  xix.  21);  for  He  says,  '*  My  counsel  shall 
stand,  and  I  will  do  all  my  pleasure  "  (Isa.  xlvi.  10).  The  Lord  often  works,  and  none  can 
let  or  hinder,  to  preserve  His  people  in  the  days  of  their  unregeneracy. 

To  be  sure  He  does,  and  hedges  up  their  way  as  with  hewn  stone» 
and  will  not  let  them  overtake  their  lovers.  He  dealeth  with  them 
as  with  sons,  though  they  for  the  time  being  know  it  not.  While 
He  sovereignly  allows  the  wicked  to  go  on  in  his- mad  career.  He 
is  graciously  pleased  to  now  and  again  put  the  curb  on  His  own 
child,  and  not  allow  him  to  carry  out  his  enterprise.  What  love 
and  compassion  I  What  cause  have  living  children  to  bless  the 
Lord  for  His  guardian  care  manifested  toward  them  when  living 
without  hope  and  without  God  in  the  world.  Indeed  it  is  a  joy  of 
heart  to  them  when  their  eyes  are  open  to  bless  and  praise  Him  for 
repeated  acts  of  preventing  mercy.  Many  things  they  are  enabled 
to  see  that  the  Lord  has  spared  them  from  which  would  have 
witnessed  their  shame  to  their  dying  day  had  they  been  allowed  to 
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Indulge  their  lust,  and  still  go." 
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Beinp^  now  withont  employment  again,  my  parents  had  to  seek  another  place  for  me ;  ao- 
cordingly  I  was  apprenticed  to  a  man  of  the  name  of  Bearsby,  at  Gondhurst,  as  an  out-door 
apprentice.     Now  my  parents  thought  I  was  fixed,  and  soon  should  get  on  in  the  world, 
and  I  thought  so  too  ;  but  the  Lord  had  purposed  it  otherwise.     In  this  place  I  had  an 
opportunity  in  the  evening,  after  work,  of  mixing  again  with  my  companions,  so  that  I  still 
grew  up  hardened  in  sin,  though  I  often  thought  I  would  alter  my  life,  and  not  live  in  such 
a  course  of  sinning ;  but  I  still  continued  in  my  evil  course,  for  I  drank  iniquity  with  a 
greedy  heart,  and  gloried  in  my  shame,  and  found  that  in  nature  there  is  no  inclination,  will, 
or  desire  after  godliness.      How  absurd  to  say  that  man  can  change  his  heart,  or  turn  to 
God,  when  he  is  destitute  of  both  will  and  power,  and   nothing  but  enmity  against  God 
reigns  within  him:  '* Because  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God;  for  it  is  not  subject 
to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be.     So  then  they  that  are  in  the  flesh  cannot 
please  (jod  "  (Eom.  viii,  7,  8).      But  those   that  assert  that  man  has  po  wer  to   forsake 
his  sins,  and  turn  to  God,  and  lay  hold  of  eternal  life,  are  strangers  to  God,  the  fell  of 
man,  and  their  own  hearts,  and  know  not  what  they  say,  nor  whereof  they  affirm ;  but  it 
is  the  pride  of  man's  heart  to  say  he  is  rich,  and  increasing  with  goods,  when  he  is  miser- 
able, poor,  and  naked.     But  how  vain  to  talk  of  life  when  dead,  of  strength  when  helpless^ 
of  health  when  sick,  of  love  when  at  war  in  the  heart  against  the  sovereignty    of  the 
eternal  God  !  and  yet  there  are  many  whose  souls  have  never  been  quickened  into  spiritual 
life  by  the  power  of  God,  who  are  in  a  profession  of  religion,  boasting  of  creature  merit  and 
strength,  that  will  assert  such  things.     I  once  heard  one  of  this  stamp,  when  pr^Mshing,  tell 
his  audience  that  if  they  had  attended  chapel,  read,  and  prayed  as  he  had  done,  they  might 
have  been  in  the  road  to  heaven  as  he  was ;  but  God  declares  that  publicans  and  hariots 
are  nearer  the  kingom  of  heaven  than  such  Pharisees  as  these  (Matt,  xzi.  31).     Such  char- 
acters as  these  I  have  heard  call  the  eternal  and  everlasting  love  of  God  towards  His  chosen 
blasphemy.  Surely  they  must  be  hardened  to  a  great  degree,  and  wrapped  up  in  strong  de- 
Insions  to  believe  a  lie   (2.  Thess.  ii.  11)  ;  and  though  they  worship  a  god,  it  is  one  of 
their  own  devising  ;  it  is  not  the  God  of  Israel,  that  changes  not.  "  with  whom  there  is  no 
Tariableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning"  (James  i.  17)  ;  for  they  hate  the  eternal  Sovereign 
of  heaven  and  earth,  who  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  of  one  mind,  and  none  can  turn 
Him.    Poor,  proud  nature  does  not  like  to  bow  down  to  the  sovereignty  of  Jehovah,  for 
Him  to  work  all  things  as  He  pleaseth,  and  to  have  mercy  upon  whom  He  will  have  mercy  ; 
hut  those  that  the  Lord  saves  are  brought  to  see  and  feel  they  deserve  no  place  but  hell, 
no  portion  but  devouring  fire,  and  feel  their  utter  unworthiness  of  heaven,  and  are  brought 
to  acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  God  towards  them  as  deserving  His  wrath  and  everlasting 
displeasure  ;  for  plead  guilty  before  God  they  must,  and  own  that  it  would  be  justice  in 
God  to  banish  them  for  ever  from  His  presence.     But  they  do  not  rest  here  for  mercy ; 
they  crave  as  condemned  criminals,  and  know  that  if  they  are  saved  it  must  be  by  sovereign 
mercy  indeed,  and  nothing  will  strengthen  their  weak  hands,  confirm  their  feeble   knees, 
and  make  their  fearful  hearts  strong,  but  the  manifestation  .of  electing,  everlasting  love, 
that  endureth  for  ever. 

How  true  !  It  is  not  enough  for  the  Lord's  children  to  know  that 
God  loved  His  people  in  Christ,  blessed  them  in  Christ,  saved  them 
in  Christ ;  for  they  want  to  know  for  themselves  these  blessed 
truths,  these  glorious  realities ;  and  they  are  well  aware  that  the 
Lord  alone  can  persuade  them  that  they  are  among  these  favored 
subjects.  They  must  know  it  as  Paul  knew  it;  that  is,  by 
revelation.  All  other  knowledge  is  in  the  flesh,  and  will  end  in 
death. 

We  pass  over  several  pages  and  hasten  to  the  time  when  the  Lord 
was  pleased 

**  Not  to  propose,  but  call  by  grace  " 

our  brother  with  a  high  and  holy  calling,  not  according  to  his  works, 
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but  according  to  that  oovemafii'  ot^deK^d  in  all  Uiiito»  aiid  sure;  to 

aw  toe  seea*     ...  ,.      -m.-i  .        ..   a  ,r-.i  .  .,■     •  .  ^ 

One  word  toti»)8e  of  aturn  readers  wAO  4Xf^,  not  aible  to  give  so 

\  minote  a  d6scriji^t*0!^ '  of  the  firsft  'wdrfc  <m>M*th6  wuL  We  bdieve 
ttot  tiberejare  many  of  the  IiOrd'$  eqitwrft  IbV^d  chUdren  who  can- 
Bot  tdl  yon^wAtffv  aiid  «pAm.  aijyd  iii^u^^  ^he  X'ord  comm  with 

\them,  and  yet  they  ^are  th€!  ^Uvitt^  ride  of  deaths  and   livia^  in 

-  jrcsurrection  oneness  with,  their  gBHous  Christ,  'finding  Hils  fl6sh  to 
be  meat  indeed  and  His  blood  drink. /ipdeed.  Our  reader^  must 
remember  that  they  «te  reeling  not  onlj  the  pathway  of  a.  son  of 

.  God,  but  of  a  servant;  and  these  are  led' in  ^  special  way,  for  a 
special  purpose*    .  '.  .  , 

Being  at  home  one  day  alone,  I  was  walking  across  the  room,  when  a  strange  feeling 
8«i9ed  ma^  Jf y  9iBS  in\  a  momeot^  were  brongbt  to  my  view,  anfi  a  heavy  weight  of 
guilt  seized  my  conscience.  If y  mind  was  filled  witii  terror  through  the  anger  cff  k  holy 
God,  who  I  thought  in  strict  justice  was  about  to  cut  m» down  as  a  ctmbover  of  l^e  gnNuid« 
and  send  me  to  everlasting  perdition.  My  knees  smote  together,  and  my  heart  quaked 
with  fear,  and|  I  thought  the  cold  shivers  of  death  were  upon  me,  and  I  was  sinking 
into  endless  woe.  The  agony  of  my  mind  I  never  can  describe.  I  saw  GK)d  with  the  eye 
of  my  soul  as  a^consummg  fire,  and  it  seemed  as  if  He  would  consume  me  with  the  breath  of 
His  mouth,  and  that  by  a  blow  of  His  hand  I  should  be  consumed  for  ever  (Psalm  xxxiz. 
10).  I  had  never  before  been  the  subject  of  such  feelings,  neither  had  my  sins  ever  risea 
up  to  my  view  in  such  a  light  before,  nor  my  conscience  been  so  heavily  laden  with  a  sense 
of  guilt  and  condemnation,  neither  did  I  ever  before  have  such  a  view  of  the  holiness  and 
strict  justice  of  the  terrible  majesty  of  a  sin-avenging  God,  which  like  a  flash  of  lightning 
darted  into  my  soul.  His  word  made  my  heart  tremble,  **  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  in> 
to  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God"  (Psalm  ix.  17).  Truly  I  was  now  brought  to 
the  light,  and  my  deeds  were  made  manifest  to  be  deeds  of  darkness.  I  saw  my  sins  in  the 
light  of  the  Lord's  countenance  to  be  exceeding  sinful.  The  Lord  appeared  as  a  swift 
witness  against  me  (Mai.  iii.  5)  ;  His  word  entered  my  soul  as  quick  and  poWer!ttl»  and 
.  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit, 
and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  "a  discemer  of  the  thoughts,  and  intents  of  the  heart " 
(Heb.  it.  12)^  Under  these  feelings  I  knew  not  how  to  contain  myself,  neither  could  I  any 
longer  refrain  from  bowing  my  knees  before  the  Lord  of  heaven  land  earth  te  ifippHcate 
His  gracious  Majesty  to  have  mercy  upon  me.  In  the  agony  of  my  mind  I  proceeded  jt^  my 
bedroom  Sor  that  purpose^^and  fell  down  by  the  bedside  upon  my  knees,  Qiy  heart  r^dy  to 
br€«k  with  grief,  and  my  eyes  filled  with  tears.  My  prayer  was  made  up  in  a  few  'v^ds, 
for  in  the  anguish  of  my  soul  I  gfroaned  out,  "  Ijord,  do  have  mercy  *  upon  me  !'*  ,1.  wept 
and  cried  till  my  strengtii  «as  nearly  exbausted,  and  ati  I  could  sey  was,  '*  liordi  4p^  ^ave 
mercy !"  This  was  the  fifst  teal  pi^er  that  I  offered  up  to  the  Almighty,  and  triily  it 
might  have  been  said  of  me  at  that  time,  ^  Behold  he  prayeth  !**  Necessity  drove'  me  ttpon 
my  knees,  and  having  a  sight  of  the  perflotts  situatioif  I  was  hi,  taaiki  me  cry  aloud  for 
mercy ;  but  mercy  seemed  ta  be  fitt  icwcy,  HHd  ^e  bqaTens  appeared  to*  gather,  blA^^eas 
ever  me,  while  a  dxeadfal  fiue|>dn8e  ftg)l^tedra>ywnd  what  the  result  of  this  would  be  :**  for 
destruction  from  God  was  a  terror  to  me-,  and  by  reason  of  His  highness  %  coula^not 
^ure**  (Job  xxxi  23).  By  terrible  tilings  in  righteousness  r-expeoted' 6ed  tri>uld 
answer  me;  The  arrows  of- JGodfhldvaKtitetf  ftyffoi^/tqd  thet^rnofl^of  0o;d;did  set 
themsebree  in  array  i^|«ans^)n^  ,My  hea^  .meditated  terror^  aQ4  thought  destruetion 
wovid  swallow  me  up  ^  fo^  wlule  I  suffered'  {he  terrors '  of  ihe  I^jd  l-;wts  distracted 
(Psahn  Ixxxviii.  15);  "  Abotft  an  hour  my  feelings  weite  iftdesc#ibiAld,v#ied  'Ab; 'terror 
ab|ited  a  littie,  and  th^  iifi^iiy  ^  uyi  kind'  sqqm^at  svMdedt-^ii)  i^  xtfm\W/WBa 
not  gone.  I  now.begi^li  to  thit]{^what  I  iwst^  dQ;tQ.pWe.God,  in-  order  to  gam  His 
&vour ;  for  I  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  way  of  SjSvaiion,  and'kiirew  nothingabout 
religion,  neither  Mse  nor  true ;  therefore  I  theagbt  my  fitgyoKH  nitttfl  Be  ^Mdfa  ilr  "Were 
made  ready  by  ether  men«     I  vaislyrtiatii|it^tif  £  .TepfiN^df  ^^Mi j  prnttl^  Vfi^n  my 
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kneesy  and  broke  off  my  evil  deedi  by  Mlf'rigbteovfiBeas,  and  became  a  eoDAtant  reader  of 
my  Bible,  I  sbould  find  peace,  little  thinking  the  Lord  would  say,  "Who  hath  required 
this  at,f  your  hand  V  (Isa.  i.  12).  Accordingly  I  set  to  work  in  real  earnest.  The  terrors 
of  the  Lord  drove  me  £rom  my  w<H:fdly  eompanions,  «o  that  I  «8A  compelled  to  leave' them; 
bat  how  I  was  to  pHQr  l^t  Qpd  woulid*b«sr  X  knew  not.  I  began  to  search  the  few  books 
my  &ther  had,  hoping  to  find*  some  suitable  prayers^  when  I  found  he  was  in  possession 
of  **  The  Whole  Duty  of  Man  :"  which  I  tl^ought  ^aa  a  precious  book.  This,  with  Fleet- 
wood's ''  Life  of  Christ,"  that  had  at  the  end  of  it,  al  I  thot^t  then,  some  beautafnl 
players,  then  became  my  prayer-books,  and  ofkin  in  ihe  day  would  I  retire  to  my  bed-room 
with  them,  and  upon  my  knees  would  I  repeat  the  prayers  over  and  over  again ;  and  some- 
times with  teats  would  repeat  them,  which  I  thought  was  a  good  sign  of  repentance.  Here 
I  often  spent  a  long  time  upon  my  knees>  praying  ftom  these  books,  tot  I  thought  I  knew 
not  how  to  pray  without  a  book ;  hot  repeating  these  pzayers  brought  no  relief  to  my  soul, 
for  I  have  often  got  up  firom  my  knees  worse  than  I  was  before  I  bowed  them,  and  have 
come  out  of  my  room  rail  of  trouble,  groaning  in  the  bitterness  of  my  compkunt,  "  Lord, 
help  me  !  Oh  that  I  knew  how  to  pray  1  It  is  because  I  know  not  how  to  p»y  that 
|;he  Lord  will  not  hear  me." 

JSText  month  we  hope  to  resume  our  review,  and  in  the  mean 
time  recommend  our  readers  to  secure  a  volume  for  themselves. 


'  CHRIST  ALONE  EXALTED. 

Seventy-Jirst  Letter. 

THE  BEAFER  TO  THE  GLEANER. 

My  vert  dear  Ruth, — Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you 
through  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Jesus  6ur  Lord :   and  I  saj 
unto  you  in  love,  that  this  knowledge  is  not  one  of  theory,  nor  is 
il  attainable  by  intellectuality,  nor  can  it  be  received  by  the  teach- 
ine  of  the  plain  letter  of  the  Word;   for  it  is  a  pure  knowled^ 
arising  irom  union  to  the  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery,  communi- 
cated by  the  operation,  teachings,  and  demonstrations  of  the  eternal 
Spirit,  and  the  revelations  which  God  has  made  in  u&     By  this  we 
are  brought  into  a  personal  knowledge  of  God  and  of  Christ,  which 
is  life  eternal;  and  this  is  as  unchangeable  as  the  author  of  the 
knowledge  $  so  that  from  hence  arises  that  increasing  desire  ex- 
pressed in  the  wtds  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Paul — "  That  I  may 
know  Him,**  &c» 

I  also  would  observe,  that  whoever  i»  ther  subject  of  this  divine 
fcttawledge,  there  are  life  and  actions  in  pure  unison  with  the 
same ;  that  is,  there  will  be  but>  one  object  and  subject—**  I  live, 
yet  not  I,  Christ  liveth  in  me/'  This  is  a  ftee  acknpwledgment  of 
one  life  only,  and  that  is  Christ.  Then  follows  the  act — "The 
life  that  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  wiK>  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me."    This  is  simple  and 
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plain  to  those  who  know  and  understand     Paul  discards  every- 
thing but  Christ,  and  treats  of  himself  as  a  nonentity  in  the  matter^ 
and  acknowledges  what  is  most  true :  namely,  "  Christ  is  all  and  in 
all.^    We  do  not  find  that  Paul  deals  in  fits  and  starts  in  the  matter, 
as  is  the  general  way  of  the  supposed  wise  in  our  day.     The  sub- 
ject was  always  the  same  with  hmi,  without  any  reference  to  himself 
or  the  chequered  scenes  which  he  had  to  pass  through ;  and  as  it 
was  thus^^with  him,  so  it  is  to  every  believer  in  Jesus  who  knows 
Him  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection.  It  is  therefore  endeavouring 
to  dishonour  Jesus  the  Son  of  God  every  time  there  is  a  conference 
with  flesh  aftd  blood,  and  the  actions  of  the  same,  to  draw  inferences 
therefirom  relative  to  etofnal  matters.      Christ  is  the  source  and 
centre  of  faith ;  and  He  alone  is  its  object  and  subject,  and  it^  al- 
ways stands  in  Him  the  power  of  God.    Therefore  all  its  working,, 
by  love,  is  in  its  own  centre,  and  recognizes  nothing  that  is  contngry 
to  its  own  nature.    It  passes  by  or  over  all  things  which  appear 
as  hills  and  mountains,  stops  not  to  consult  any  contrivance  of  the 
flesh  and  blood  system ;  and  though  Sarah's  womb  be  barren,  and 
she  past  age,  and  Abraham  as  good  as  dead,  it  accounts  and  judges 
God  faithful  that  promised :  and  though  death  is  pronounced  on 
the  promised  seed,  it  matters  not  to  faith ;  for  it  still  proceeds  in 
the  way  of  truth ;  and  thus  Abraham  believed  God,  that  He  was 
able  to  raise  Isaac  up  from  the  dead,  from  whence  be  received 
Him  in  a  figure :  and  this  was  accounted  to  him  for  righteousness* 
"  If  we  are  Christ's,  then  are  we  Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  accord- 
ing to  the  promise."    Then,  assuredly,  the  privilege  to  us  is  to  be 
dauy  going  forth  in  the  footsteps  of  that  faith  of  our  father  Abraham. 
And  what  is  the  fiilness  of  it?     Just  this*— Being  fully  persuaded 
that  what  our  God  has  promised  He  is  able  to  perform.     There^ 
fore  doubts  and  slavish  fear,  unbelief  and  corruption,  spring  not 
fi-om  faith,  nor  have  they  any  relation  to  it :  and  this  I  find  most 
blessed,  to  be  living  and  walking  simply  by  feith,  believing  in  the 
Lord,  knowing  that  the  promise  is  sure  to  all  the  seed.     As  faith  is 
the  gift  of  GoQ,  and  of  the  operation  of  God,  it  is  not  &ith  without 
works;  but  is  in  union  with  charity  in  love,^  thinketh  no  evil,  re- 
joiceth  not  in  iniquity;    but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth;   beareth  all 
things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  never  performs  a  bad 
action,  or  doeth  a  wrong  work.     As  we  live  by  faith,  we  live  out  of 
ourselves  in  another,  even  in  Jesu^,  eternal  life,  salvation,  and  all 
fulness.    Thus  we  live  "  in  peace  with  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord,"  in  whom  there  is  no  darkness  at   all;    and  Himself 
being  "  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,"  so  we  walk  by  faittf  in 
Him  ^^  the  light  as  He  is  in  the  light,  and  have  fellowship  one  with 
another :  ana  if  we  say  we  have  fellowship  with  Him,  and  walk  in 
darkness,  we  do  lie,  and  do  not  the  truth."     This  last  testimony 


CHRIST   ALONi:   fiXALTEB.  115 

of  the  eternal  Spirit  strikes  at  the  root  and  exposes  the  wordy 
religionist,  and  tnose  who  have  only  an  experience  in  their  own 
bowels,  and  who  keep  up  a  loud  noise  about  what  they  are  the 
subjects  of;  that  is,  corruptions,  darkness,  unbelief  and  temptations. 
In  such  things  there  is  neither  life  nor  godliness ;  consequently,  it 
is  a  religion  of  lies,  having  neither  fellowship  with  the  lather  nor 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  but  we  "have  not  so  learned  Christ,  if  so 
be  we  have  heard  Him,  and  have  been  taught  by  Him  as  the  truth 
is  in  Jesus:**    As  the  Lord' purifies  the  heart  by  faith,  we  have  a 
pure  heart,  and  shall  see  God;  and   the  apostle  states  this  dear 
truth  in  plain  language,  saying,  **  God,  who  commanded  the  light 
to  shine  out  of  darkness,  hath  shined  in  our  heart,  to  give  the  light 
of  thfe  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,** 
wlio  hath  said,  **He  that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the  Father.**    As 
the  Holy  Ghost  develops  and  reveals  Christ  the  light  of  life,  the 
sjon  of  righteousness,  so  in  His  light  we  see  light,  and  find  that "  the 
light  of  the  eye  rejoiceth  the  heart,"  and  "  a  good  report  maketh  the 
bones  fat**    As  Ibelieve  these  truths,  so  I  write,  having  been  in- 
dulged with  an  heart-felt  experience  of  them.      I  confess  to  you 
that  I  do  not  understand  what  professors  mean  when  they  sajr,  "  O 
I  am  so  dark!  O  I  am  so  miserable  !*'  for  Jesus  the  light  is  the 
life,  and  the  true  light  now  shineth ;  and  Himself  Jehovah  is  our 
everlasting  light,  our  God,  and  our  glory.    And  as  I  am  a  man  in 
Christ,  God's  workmanship,  created  in  Him,  the  old  things  are 
passed  away,  and  all  things  are  become  new ;   and  I  live  and  walk 
at  all  times,  and  through  all  things,  in  Him  the  true  light  that 
shineth :  and  though  in  myself  as  a  creature  I  am  all  darkness, 
yet  Christ  is  all  light,  and  that  to  me.     The  Church  is  the  woman 
dotiied  with  the  sun ;  therefore  she  is  all  light.    These  are  truths 
everywhere  spoken  against;  but  we  by  faith  know  and  believe 
iJiem,  and  at  all  tims  freely  acknowledge  that  Christ  is  all  and  in 
alf  i  for  He   is  **  made  of  God  unto  us  wisdom,  righteousness, 
tittiiictification,  and  redemption ;  that  as  it  is  written,  he  thatglorieth, 
fet^lriiti  ^ory  in  the  Lora.**    It  is  herein  that  faith  triumphs,  and 
tibft  is  tihe  dear  position  to  live  and  stand  in  by  faith ;  for  herein 
^,tta' flesh  glory  in  His  presence.     Thus*  our  God  is  glorified, 
VVkst  iiighly^  exalted,  and  self,  with  all  its  circumstances,  sinks 
i^i^^iicrthing ;  ^nd  we  rejoice  in  Jesiis  only,  believe  by  faith  the 
I'e^ttF^QS^  hath' given,  and  set  to  His  seal  that  God  is  true. 
Jjfiicd  jv^'firldo^rm    and  hope  are  in  God,  and  not  in  ourselves 
indV'^^t^AS  called  experience. 

'  ri*4iie  freely  to  my  child,  bedause '  6he  knows  the  truth  of  the 
Aat&aetlt,  i**'The  flesh'  t)rofiteth  nothing."     It  is  in  this  way  of 
ti^dl'th^'^I  live  hdppy,  knowing  that  our  God  abideth  faithful; 
Hte  ditititlt  deny  Himself;  and  Jesus  is  always  the  same  unto  me 
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and  for  me.  Then  what '  ha^e  I  to  tfturmttr  about  P  And  as 
Jesus  is  minej  so  am  '  I' -als<y  Hi$'ht  -unekanging  and  dear 
relatiori.  '      •    •  '' /'  »'     '  -  ' 

Your' last  was  vety  IfccJeptifbk.  The  truths  >;rhich  it  cantaiiied 
proved  that  Jfegtts  w^  J'oiii*  only  dMect' fend  ftubject;  aad  as  ibe 
mitid  sfad  heart  are  taken  1^  ^ith  JSim^  them  is  neither  death  nor 
barren  land;  and  all  s^ming  «d&traiSk^otii»  vanish,  as^vm.^  being 
rooted  and  grounded  in  lov^,  cotoiprehe^id,  wkh  all  saints^*  what  is 
the  breadth  and  lengthy  and  depth  attd  height,  add  know  the.  love 
of  Christ  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  we  might  be  filled  with 
all  th^  fulness  of  God.'*  '^ 

My  love  to  all  thdse  who  love  our  Lord  Jesm  Christ  in  sincerity 
and  truth. 

Yours  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.   Tmqos. 


^vmty-second  Letter. 

THE  GLEANER  TO  THE  REAPER. 

Dearly  Beloved  m  Jesus, — My  heart  is  much  yearning  toward 
you,  to  know  how  you  are  going  on,  and   to   hear  again  of  our 

florious  Christ  by  your  pen.  He  is  indeed  our  Rock,  Refuge,'  and 
[iding-place,  amid  the  constant  storms  of  this  dreary  land,  and  He 
daily  says  to  us,  what  Peter  weakly  said  to  Him,  but  did  not  stand 
to — "  1  hough  all  should  forsake  thee,  yet  will  not  I.**  Ah  !  in- 
deed, how  can  He  forsake  us  when  we  are  a  part  of  Himself, 
"  members  of  His  body,  of  His  flesh,  and  of  His  bones ;"  ^  and  no 
man  ever  yet  hated  His  own  flesh,  but  nourisheth  it,  and  cherisheth 
it,  even  as  the  Lord  the  Church."  He  nourishes  it  for  Himselfi 
for  His  own  delight,  and  for  His  own  glory.  **  Thou  shalt  be  for 
me,  and  not  for  man,"  and  not  for  thyself;  and  in  this  dear  union 
none  of  us  liveth  unto  himself  and  none  dielh  unto  himself;  but 
whether  we  live,  we  live  tinto  the  Lord,  and  whether  we  die,^  we 
die  unto  the  Lord ;  whether,  therefore,  we  live  or  die,  we  are  the 
Lord's.  Ohl  what  W^ssedbfei^  I  No  ^ore  twain  but  one  flesh  I 
and  all  that  does  befall  usj '  ^6thed  in  unibn  to  the  Lamb;  and  we 
are  for  Him  in  it  all.  '  **^Tdk6  tay^oke  upon  you^  for  it  is  e$sy ; 
and  my  burden,  for  it'5sB^t.^  '  -T^  think  it  our  ownbdrdent  and 
yoke  makes  it  fbel  hfeaty iridedd  j  but  this  is  not  the  wity  of  n<dbii<* 
privilege ;  for  it  is  *^  thou  shaft' berfdr  me  init  All,  and  so  wili  li^so 
be  for  thee.'*'  ^ My  strength  is  ioittde "perfekit  in  weakness;^  ^^-tny 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee.*  What  v^ant  we  more  ?  l>o  we  vmot 
to  have  less  need  of  IKs  gi'ace  and  strength  ^     Perhaps  Paul  did 
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when  he  besought  Hkn  to  remove  the  thorn  from  his  fiesh»  but 
not  after  bis  ear  had  been  open  to  diseipUne,  and  instruction 
sealed  upon  his  heart ;  for  then  he  said,  **  Most  gladly,  therefore, 
will  I  rather  glory  in  my  infirmities,  thf^t  the  power  of  Christ  may 
rest  upon  me."  Oh,  it  fenbless^^  to  livie  in  cbildJike  simplicity 
and  dependence,  knowing,  that  all  th^  di^iection  and  change  of  our 
journey  through  the  wildearneBS.  Ue»  upon  Him  who  said,  "  I  will 
be  surety  for  him  t  if  I  bring)  him. «ot  back,  and  set  him  before 
thee,  let  me  bear  the  blame  foe  ever"  He  also  says,  "  Let  all  thy 
waiita  lie  upon  me ;"  and,^  "  He  that  seeketh  my  life  seeketh  thy 
life;  but  with  me  thou "shalt  be  in  safeguard.''  All  the  events  of 
the  joomey,  rou^  and  smooth,  He  is  just  managing  for  the  very 
best,  and  it  is 

'*  Sweet  to  lie  passive  in  His  hnnds, 
And  know  no  will  but  His :" 

and  not  to  seek  our  own  things,  but  the  things  which  are  Jesus 
Christ's.  In  seeking  His  things,  we  shall  not  meet  with  disap- 
pointment, because  all  things  are  for  Him,  and  all  things  were 
created  by  Him,  and  His  kingdom  ruleth  over  all.  The  realization 
of  this  often  makes  the  storm  a  calm  to  the  inner  man,  even  while 
the  flesh  is  still  tossing  on  the  waves  of  tribulation.  "  These  things 
h^ve  I  said  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace:  in  the 
world  ye  shall  have  tribulation ;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over- 
come the  world."  His  peace  and  His  overcoming  are  to  us  the 
desired  haven;  then  are  we  glad  because  we  are  quiet  in  His 
will,  ;by  the  power  of  His  Spirit ;  and  thus  we  come  up  from  the 
wildeuni^ss  of  9in,  of  sel^  of  creatures,  and  of  circumstances,  leaning 
upon  our  Beloved,  and  **  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author  and 
finiaher  of  our  faith."  "  They  looked  unto  Him  and  were  lightened, 
and  thqi):  feces  were  not  ashamed,"  He  bore  our  shamp  and  re- 
proach, and  sava  to  us,  *'  For  your  shame,  ye  sh  Jl  have  double ; 
^nd'  for  confusion,  ye  shall  rejoice  in  your  portion."  And  a  blessed 
double la^id ,porti«a  we  do  possess;  **for  the  Lord  is  my  portion, 
saUh  >«^  s©ul ;  therefoare  will  I  hope  in  Him,"  who  hath  freely  be- 
stowed upon  me  the  benefit  of  H^  law-rfulfilling  life,  and  justice- 
sali^^iog  death;  and  His  perJSeJct  rigbteousftess  aqd  predous  blood 
ate  fe. rich. idouble  indeed,  instead,  pf  ^ved^jting  .destruction  from 
the|)r^ence.of  the  X4Qr4>  wbich,»iy.[sina.  mqjt Jjuatly  deserved. 
Blossjthue  Lorc^  O  our tSQuUii^nd; forget  iftqt^all.  His  j^enefits.  This 
Manriis  the  pea^e  vfh^a  thei  As^rifti^^Ppm^,  into  pur  land;  and, 
behig  by  'the  Spirit  turned  to  thi8.strji>p^Qtdj.we  pan. say,  "I  will 
trugt,  and^notbe.  afraid,"  XhQugh.Is^i,m,ai^  be  mocking,  or  Esau 
approaebing  iwith  foui:  bi;^n4red  ^,rmjed  men,,  or  all  the  people  ready 
to  stone  u^  ori  SaUl  huntiqg.uslike  .a  partridig^  upon  the  mountains, 
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or  Sanbsillat  and  Tabiah  praedsing  to  terrify^  ydt  from  tbem  all  the 
Lord  will  ddiver;  fotHe  hath  commanded  delivefance  tor  Jacob, 
and  for  His  seed  for  evermore ;  and  those  deliveratices  determined 
in  eternal  purpose,  they  tnmt  6njoy;  therefore  info  the  straits 
needing  them  mey  must  come,  diat  the  Lord's  handn^y  be  kiiown 
toward'a  His  people,  as  well  as  His  vengeance  towards  Mis  enemies 
andtheiis. 

Truly,  beloved,  I  am  a  very  feeble  member,  and  in  many  things 
^^ fearing"  is  mj  name;  hot  1  Imve  the  greatest  cause  to  speak 
well  of  my  precious  LcM-d;  and  to  His  praise  I  mustsay  that  each 
new  trial  from  within  or  without  ends  in  a  new  songof  praise  which 
Himself  puts  into  my  mouth,  and  then  says,  <<  Ye  are  my  witnessesi 
saith  the  Lord."  You  well  know  of  old  how  prone  I  am  to  confer 
with  flesh  and  blood,  and  yet  through  all  the  love  of  Ghnst  does  at 
tunes  constrain  me  to  speaSk  of  the  tnings  which  I  have  seen  and 
heard,  tasted  and  handled  of  the  good  Word  of  life,  as  I  do  now  to 
you  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  that  we  may  have  fellowship  together 
with  the  Father  and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Chrbt.  As  Isaac  came 
out  into  the  field  to  meditate  at  eventide,  so  we  in  the  evening  of 
life  would  come  out  of  that  which  is  only  of  this  time  state,  and 
walk  in  that  field  which  the  Lord  hath  blessed,  where  our  medi- 
tation of  Him  shall  be  sweet,  and  we  are  glad  in  the  Lord.  While 
Isaac  was  walking  he  met  with  his  bride ;  and  you,  by  reason  of 
age,  as  I  also  from  bodily  affliction,  expect  before  long  to  meet 
with  our  Bridegroom  in  fulfilment  of  that  promise  of  love,  ^'I  will 
come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  myself,  that  where  I  am,  ye  may 
be  also.''  We  are  now  walking  in  Him  by  faith,  and  soon  He  will 
take  us  np  to  walk  with  Him  m  the  open  vision  of  gkwy*  Where- 
fore we  may  well  walk  to  meditate  and  comfort  our  hearts;  **  for 
the  coming  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh.'*  *«  Even  so,  come.  Lord 
Jesns :  for  we  are  willing  rather  to  be  absent  from  tixe  body,  and 
present  with  the  Lord." 

I  thank  yon  much  for  the  sermons.     I  got  them  from  Mrs  L.' 
who  has  some  to  sell  here.      She  is  an  old  hearer  of  yonrs,  and 
now  attends  Zion.     She  is  a  drooping  plant;  but  ^  the  holy  seed 
is  the  substance  thereb£" 

And  now,  how  do  ydo  do  ?  Are  yon  both  well  in  health?  And 
do  trials  and  afflictkma  from  the  people  still  attend  you?  I  think 
of  you  with  much  sympathy,^  and  also  gladness  of  heart  that  yotir 
faith  faik  not;  and  that  thcough  all  you  are  enabled  to  rc^ice  in 
the  Lord,  believing  His  promise^  however  dark  His  providence; 
and  having  confidence  in  His  love,  however  lu>t  the  fhmace»  The 
feu&  He  gives  aiod  thepvomise  fie  makes  will  both  stand  the  test 
of  fire.  '£he  Hehrew  dxddreo.  trusted  in  Him,  and  with  Him 
walked,  nnhort  ^eadst  the  flames;  andwhen  Daiiiel  was  taktoap 
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out  of  the  Mob's  den,  d6  manner  of  huart  was  found  apon  lam,  be- 
cause fae  believed  in  his  God.  And  thy  God  vvhom  then  serroat 
continually  He  wiU  deliver  thee*  **  He  kncrweth  the  way  that 
I  take,  .and  when  He  hath  tried  me,  I  shall  come  forth  as  gold.^ 
So  s^d  Job,  and  you  can  say  so  too. 

We  have  a  friend  at  Binnin^iam  who  kept  some  refined  gold 
50  weeks  in  the  furnace  to  try  if  it  would  lose  any  weight:  but  it 
came  out  as  heavy  as  it  went  in.  Our  precious  Uwner  has  been 
in  the  hottest  fire  Himself,  and  is  now  sitting  by  each  furnace 
with  deepest  sympathy,  and  of  His  own  gold  He  never  did  and 
never  will  lose  one  grain. :  And  O,  methinks,  what  a  shout  of 
triumph  there  will  be  when  all  furnace  woiic  is  ended,  and  all  His 
gold  &rmed  into  vessels  for  His  <mn  dear  use.  Then  will  He 
faUy  see  of  the  travail  of  His  soul,  and  be  satisfied ;  aind  then  shall 
we  be  eternally  satis&d  too,  and  joyfully  sound  001,  wiiat  we 
can  only  lisp  now,  His  well  deserved  praises,  Widi  my  best  love 
in  Jesus, 

Yours  very  affectionately, 

Ruth. 


SPARKS  FROM  THE  FURNACE. 

(Continued from  page  96.) 

WsLii,  dear  brother,  the  past  year  is  now  entombed  among  the 
slumbering  thousands  which  have  rolled  into  those  which  have  gone 
before.  I  hear  nothing  booming  from  their  graves  but  the  old 
victorious  shout,  ''room  for  more."  Fifty  winters  have  now  blown 
their  withering  blasts  over  me,  and  silvered  my  locks  with  grey, 
which  tells  me  of  numerous  approaching  infirmities  that  flesh  and 
blood  is  heir  to.  Various  have  been  the  scenes  along  the  chequered 
path  of  life  over  which  we  have  trod,  and  many  have  been  the  de* 
Uveiances  we  faAve  experienced  in  times  of  deep  distress^  both  in 
temporal  circumstances  and  spiritual  experience.  <*Did  I  not 
know  ib^e  in  the  wilderness^  in  the  land  of  grciat  droi:^ht?*'  has 
proved  a  source  of  comfort  and  consolation  to  me  when  all  human 
aid  1^,  proved  but  '<  a  reed  shi^en  with  the  wmd.''  How  truth*- 
ful  thlB  saying  (^  Jdbn  B^iridge,  *^  Chrbtis  the  sinner's  last  shift." 
He  has  to  be  swept  out  of  every  false  re&ge  before  he  makes  for  the 
"  Hiding  Plac^ :"  yea,  driven  out  of  every  hde  and  comer,  house 
and  arbor:.  There  are  in  a  flesh  and  Uood  rdigion  hundreds, 
lijse  j^  mep  everti^n  by  disease  live  mxm  their  fat  for  a  long 
time^  and  wl^n  l^t  is  all  exkmsted,  if  the  disease  is  not  arrested 
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they  fall  a  prey  to  the  devouring  monsters.  So  do  all  who  have  to 
live  upon  their  fleshly  performances.  Then  woe  to  the  man  who 
sacrifices  to  his  own  drag,  and  bums  incense  upon  his  own  altar. 
To  be  called  by  His  name,  to  take  away  their  reproach,  is  all 
thousands  desire ;  but  when  a  searching  ministry  is  breught  to  bear 
upon  a  mere  profession,  and  brings  his  flashing  colors  to  the  waters 
of  life,  he  shrinks  back,  knowing  that  they  will  not  wash* 

The  day  in  which  we  live  is  firaueht  with  ten  thousand 
errors,  but  the  best  thing  out  is  the  smoom,  easy,  go-between — ^as 
deceitful  as  its  author — ^which  tries  to  please  overybody,  and  offend 
nobody.  Those  who  hate  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  say  **  they 
want  a  parson  that  every  one  can  hear,  that  knows  how  to  cry, 
*  Peace,  peace,  where  there  is  no  peace.' "  The  doctrines  of 
election  and  predestination  are  hooted  at,  and  hated  by  every  screech 
owl,  croaking  raven,  bat,  and  beetle,  that  fly  or  walk  over  this  vast 
professing  empire ;  and  they  express  with  their  lips  what  they  hate 
in  their  hearts,  while  they  hold  a  lie  in  their  right  hand. 

Hundreds  of  this  class  are  met  with  on  every  side,  and  know 
how  to  give  you  the  pious  scowl,  and  serious  grin,  through  the 
grating  of  a  put  on  holy  countenance;  and,  if  possible,  they 
would  blow  you  up,  and  blow  you  down,  like  sere  leaves  in 
Autumn. 

This  appears  to  be  the  day  of  Jacob's  trouble,  but  the  decree 
has  gone  forth,  he  shall  be  delivered  out  of  it,  as  God  said  by  His 
prophet    Jeremiah  (xxx.    7).       When  God   restores,   it    is    not 

Eartially ;  when  He  heals,  it  is  not  slightly :  '^  For  I  will  restore 
ealth  unto  thee,  and  I  will  heal  thee  of  thy  wounds,  saith  the 
Lord ;  because  they  called  thee  an  outcast,  saying.  This  is  Zion, 
whom  no  man  seeketh  after."  To  all  outward  appearance  she 
seems  cast  out  again  into  the  open  field,  the  wild  boar  in  the  wood 
has  whetted  his  tusks,  and  runs  ready  to  devour  the  poor  and 
needy ;  and  woe  unto  the  man  that  falls  a  prey  to  such  an  un- 
merciful ravager. 

Now,  let  us  take  another  route,  and  rise  a  little  higher  than  the 
dunghill  world intoanotheratmosphere,  which  isclearer  and  brighter 
&r,  and  one  that  is  productive  of  spiritual  health  and  wealth,  were 
the  soul  can  sit  with  Christ  in  heavenly  places,  hold  converse  with 
Him  in  whom  the  soul  delighteth.  Let  us  away  to  the  hills  of  light, 
and  in  the  bowers  of  love,  tell  and  sing  of  battles  fought,  and 
victory  won,  on  the  gospel  plains,  where  Zion's  clarion  gave  certain 
sounds,  that  echoed  in  the  hearts  of  the  blood-bought  tribes,  each 
hastening  to  the  mount  of  God  to  behold  Zion's  peerless  glory. 

(^To  he  Continued,) 
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THE  WAY  HE  HATH  LED  ME; 

OR, 
THB  PATHWAY  OP  THE  BDITOR  PROM  INFANCY,  1880.  TO  WM. 

(Continuei  from  Vols.  iii.  iv.  and  v.) 

[Again  and  again  have  we  been  urged   upon  to  continue  our 
pathway ;  but  for  many  reasons  we  have  felt  much  reluctance  in 
acceding  to   the  wishes   of  our  friends.      But  why   should   we 
withhold  it)  if  conducive  to  the  Lord's  glory  and  the  good  of  any 
odT  His  children  ?    We  are  well  aware  that  many  will  find  fault 
with  whatever  we  may  write.     Had  we  left  out  of  what  has  already 
been  published  the  dmerent  things  that  different  persons    have 
said  would  have  been  better  omitted,  we  had  not  written  a  line* 
But  this  will  in  no  way  bias  our  mind,  and  make  us  succumb  to 
the  caprice  of  either  friend  or  foe  in  prosecuting  the  details  of 
the  Lord's  leadings  and  deidings.    No,  we  shall  not  consult  flesh 
and  blood  in  the  nearest  tiea  of  nature,  but  just  pursue  our  onward 
course  as  the  blessed  Spirit  may  see  fit  to  bring  to  remembrance* 
If  wratiiig  the  simple  truth  seeures  us  fresh  enemies,  so  be  it ;   for 
the  D^bnoe  of  the  (anoss  has  not,  will  not,  cannot  cease.     We  hope, 
therefore,  to  wirite  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  trust  that  the 
'  blessed  Spiriit  of  ail  grace  will  prompt  us  when  and  what  to  write, 
and  what  to  leave  out*    May  our  covenant  Jehovah — Father,  Word, 
andiSoli^'£rho6ti'r**-waffm  our  heavt  in  writing,  and  warm  the  hearts 
of  the  readers  in  reading,  then  we  wil  1  jointly  ascribe  all  praise, 
glory,  and  honor  to  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the 
Lamb  for  ever.     Amen. — Ed.] 
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The  Lord  having  provided  a  chapel  for  me,  and  a  people  to  bo£h 
hear  and  support  me,  I  thought  I  could  not  do  better  than  take  a 
house,  furnish  it  in  the  best  way  I  could,  and  be  united  to  her 
whom  the  Lord  had  in  His  unerrmg  Providence  chosen  for  me  (See 
page  253,  VoL  iv).  It  is  true  I  hsd  but  40  pounds  (£40)  towards 
nimishingy  and  my  intended  wife  had  £30 ;  but  the  Lord  enabled 
me  to  comfortably  make  a  start  with  £70.  One  very  striking 
thing  in  laying  out  my  money  upon  furnishing  I  feel  I  cannot 

Eass  over.  I  had  spent  all  but  ten  pounds,  whidb  I  intended  to 
ly  out  upon  two  or  three  pieces  of  furniture  yet  wanting,  but  not 
feelinff  my  mind  free  to  part  with  the  money  at  once,  I  waited  a 
few  days.  One  momine,  feeling  very  wretched,  and  not  being 
able  to  settle  my  mind  m-doors  with  either  reading,  writing,  or 
meditation,  I  walked  out,  and  felt  my  mind  drawn  to  a  certain 
house,  where  a  real]  friend  of  mine  lived.  I  could  not  tell  why 
I  should  call  to  see  him,  for  I  felt  that  I  did  not  want  to  see  any-* 
one.  In  this  respect  I  differ  much  from  many  of  the  Lord's 
children;  for  they  feel  that  in  trouble  they  must  go  to  some  brother 
or  sister  in  gospel  bonds,  in  order  to  tell  their  tale  of  wretchedness ; 
so  that  there  may  be  a  little  comfortable  interchange  of  feeling  be- 
tween them.  Too  oflen  they  have  to  prove  to  their  sorrow  that 
lover  and  friend  are  put  far  from  them,  and  instead  of  getting 
healing,  they  increase  their  wounds;  instead  of  losing  their  burden, 
they  get  an  addition  to  its  weight.  Child  of  God,  ^'  to  whidbi  of 
the  saints  wilt  thou  turn  ?"  ^^  Turn  to  the  Lord,  ye  prisoners  of 
hope ;"  for  here  you  get  both  sympathy  and  succour.  Indeed  ycyii 
have  to  feelingly  prove  that 

Compassion  rolls  from  Him  alone 
Who  no  compassion  found. 

When  I  get  into  the  depths  of  trouble,  I  feel  unfit  to  be  with  any 
one.  I  prefer  shutting  myself  up  in  a  room,  or  wandering  inta 
the  fields,  to  sigh  and  cry  to  the  Lord  who  alone  can  deliver,  who 
only  can  sustain. 

I  saw  my  friend  was  much  distressed  in  mind,  and  wanted  to 
tell  me  his  trouble,  and  after  awhile  out  it  came.  What  was  itr 
Why  this.  He  had  a  certain  amount  of  money  to  pay  at  12 
o'clock,  and  it  was  then  11,  and  he  did  not  know  now  to  get  it.  I 
put  my  hand  into  my  pocket,  handed  over  the  ten  pounds,  and 
asked  him  if  that  would  be  any  use  for  a  few  days.  He  was  too 
overcome  to  say  much,  the  Lord  had  appeared  i^  such  an  unthought 
of  way.  It  turned  out  to  be  just  the  amount  he  wanted.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  were  much  affected  at  the  goodness  of  their  God; 
for  at  the  very  moment  the  husband  was  receiving  the  money  in 
the  shop,  the  wife  was  upstairs  pleading  with  the  Lord  to  send 
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them  the  amount  they  needed.  **  Whoso  is  wise,  and  will  observe 
these  things,  even  they  shall  understand  the  lovingkindness  of  the 
Lord."  No  doubt  when  their  eyes  see  this,  it  will  remind  them 
of  the  kind  interposition  of  their  God. 

But  I  have  not  done  yet.  Having  lent  my  ten  pounds,  of 
course  I  could  not*  purchase  the  pieces  of  furniture  needed ;  but 
the  Lord  knew  what  He  had  in  reserve :  for  the  very  articles  I 
wanted,  my  intended  wife's  mother  sent  me  up  from  the  country. 
So  you  see  how  wisely  the  Lord  kept  me  from  spending  that  money 
which  He  well  knew  1  should  need  for  other  purposes.  My  frienck 
therefore  were  not  more  oblig'^d  than  myself.  How  true  it 
is  that 

*'  God  moves  in  a  mysteriooB  way» 
His  wonders  to  perform." 

How  plain  it  is  that  a  man's  goings  are  of  the  Lord,  and  though 
"  a  man's  own  heart  deviseth  his  way,  the  Lord  directs  his  steps.** 
This  I  have  proved  over  and  over  again.  These  friends  to  me 
were  real  friends  the  whole  of  the  time  that  I  were  in  London,  and 
have  put  many  joints  on  my  table  without  my  being  supposed  to 
know  where  they  came  from.  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  none 
exceeded  them  in  liberality,  although  there  w^ere  three  others  who 
were  equally  liberal.  I  should  like  to  give  names,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  they  would  approve ;  for  what  they  did  was  done  in 
secret,  and  now,  though  1  am  proclaiming  their  acts  of  kindness 
upon  the  housetop,  I  do  not  feel  free  to  divulge  their  names. 
No  doubt  that  many  of  my  London  friends  will  fix  on  the  wrong 
parties,  but  this  I  cannot  help. 

Through  the  goodness  of  my  God  my  house  was  ready  to  receive 
my  wife  in  July,  1858,  and  we  were  married,  not  at  Saint  Paul's 
Cathedral,  Westminster  Abbey,  Saint  Pancras  Church,  but  at  the 
Register  Office,  Hampstead  Koad.  The  act  and  deed  was  wit- 
nessed by  my  friend  Mr.  Weston  and  his  wife,  and  beyond  these  no 
one  in  London  knew  anything  whatever  of  the  event.  Wedding 
breakfast  we  had  none,  wedding  cards  we  sent  out  none,  and 
wedding  tonr  we  took  none.  All  was  eflfectually  done  without  the 
least  outward  show  or  expense.  The  fact  was,  the  Lord  had  in 
unerring  wisdom  united  us  in  heart,  and  the  law  had  only  to  unite 
ns  in  hand ;  and  this  we  had  no  desire  to  make  a  fuss  about. 

My  wife  was  now  related  to  me  in  a  threefold  sense,  which 
I  will  not  call  a  wonder  of  the  age ;  but  I  think  I  shall  not  be 
contradicted  In  saying  that  it  was  a  very  rare  occurrence.  In  the 
first  place,  she  was  my  ^ter  in  the  Lord ;  in  the  second,  she  was 
my  daughter  in  the  faith ;  and  in  the  third,  she  was  my  natural 
and  lawful  wife.     Thus  we  were  united  according  to  the  eternal 
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purpose  of  Him  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His 
own  will,  at  the  right  time,  and  in  the  right  place ;  and  I  had 
good  cause  to  bless  and  praise  the  Lord  for  the  help-meet  which 
He  so  wisely  provided  for  me,  I  do  not  believe  tne  Lord  more 
united  Adam  to  Eve  than  He  united  me  to  my  vvife.  I  found  it 
to  be  an  unspeakable  favor  bestowed  upon  me  by  my  God  in 
giving  me  a  real  child  of  His,  especially  when  I  look  round  upon 
my  friends  who  have  only  the  daughters  of  Adam  earthy  to  tneir 
wives.  And  not  only  was  I  blessed  with  a  child  of  God,  a  sister 
in  the  Lord,  for  my  wife,  but  a  true  daughter  in  the  faith,  even  a 
child  that  I  had  begotten  and  brought  forth  in  the  bonds  of  the 
gospel. 

Say,  reader,  was  not  this  an  unspeakable  favor  ?  More  than  this. 
I  feel  1  must  write  it  in  honor  of  my  Lord,  although  I  may  be 
blamed  by  some.  Flesh  would  suggest  a  covering,  but  cover  it  I 
cannot.  No  doubt  I  should,  if  the  Word  of  the  Lord  was  not  con- 
cerned ;  but  my  conscience  says  write ;  and  write  it  I  will  in  His 
fear.  If  a  man  undertakes  to  write  his  pathway,  why  should  he 
listen  to  the  flesh,  and  gloss  matters  over?  Why  not  give  an  un- 
garbled  statement  ?  We  have  never  lost  anything  yet  by  being 
feitKful,  neither  do  we  think  we  shall  Flesh  and  Hood  may  sug- 
gest it  to  be  best  to  spare  the  delicate  Agag ;  but  no,  we  must 
pursue  that  course  which  is  marked  out  for  us.  Should  we  secure 
to  ourselves  more  enemies  in  prosecuting  our  pathway,  we  cannot 
help  it  Our  object  is  to  be  useful  to  the  children,  and  record  a 
faitnful  testimony  to  the  faithfulness  of  our  God.  We  shall  not 
write  for  the  sake  of  writing,  the  readers  may  depend.  In  fact, 
our  readers  we  think  have  had  good  proof  of  this,  seeing  we  have 
refrained  from  continuing  our  pathway  nearly  three  years.  But 
may  the  Lord  pardon  us  in  this  thing. 

Those  of  our  readers  who  have  perused  "  The  Way  He  Hath 
Led  Me"  will  remember  under  what  circumstances  we  were 
brought  in  contact  with  our  wife  [page  182,  Vol.  iv,].  After  I  had 
written  to  the  object  of  my  affections,  telling  her  tnat  I  believed 
it  was  the  Lord's  will  that  she  should  become  my  wife,  it  came 
across  my  mind,  as  quick  as  the  lightning  flash,  that  the  young 
person  was  an  illegitimate  child.  No  one  but  the  Lord  knows  the 
effect  this  had  upon  my  mind.  The  consequences  of  being  united 
to  a  person  born  out  of  wedlock  arose  in  quick  succession  in  my 
troubled  mind.  But,  blessed  be  my  God,  though  Satan  labored 
hard,  and,  Judas  like,  what  he  did  he  did  quickly,  He  was  pleased 
to  settle  the  matter  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  by  saying,  «  What 
God  hath  cleansed,  that  call  not  thou  common."  This' was 
enough,  and  I  well  knew,  though  no  soul  had  ever  breathed  it, 
and  Ihad  never  spoken  to  a  person  who  knew  it,  that  my  intended 
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was  what  is  commonly  called  an  illegitimate  child;  but  the  blessed- 
ness which  I  realized  at  the  hand  of  my  God  when  he  spoke  the 
words,  I  cannot  find  words  to  describe.  I  could  take  my  reader  to 
the  very  spot  within  a  foot  where  the  Lord  spoke  home  and  spoke 
in  the  precious  words ;  and  I  well  knew  that  my  future  wife  was 
a  child  of  God,  that  the  sin  of  her  parents  was  not  placed 
to  her  account,  and  that  what  ever  she  might  be  in  the  world's 
eye,  she  was  near  and  dear  to  her  God,  washed  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb,  and  was  not  to  be  called  either  common  or  unclean. 
Now^  instead  of  thinking  her  in  any  way  a  disgrace  to  me,  I 
could  bless  and  praise  the  Lord  for  "the  mercy,  that  He  was  no 
respecter  of  persons;  and  O  tlie  love  and  mercy  of  my  God 
which  shone  so  brightly  in  my  soul  in  taking  advantage  of  the 
sins  of  the  flesh  in  order  to  bring  about  His  purpose  I  iNow  I  had 
a  repetition  or  renewal  of  that  which  I  had  experienced  [page  96, 
Vol.  iv.]  when  the  Lord  delivered  my  soul  in  tracing  the  line  of 
Christ's  descent,  how  He  came  through  and  over  all  the  abominations 
ot  the  flesh,  in  order  to  bring  about  His  own  incarnation.  "  Sing, 
0  je  heavens,  for  the  Lord  hath  done  it  1"  Yes,  "  it  is  the  Lord's 
doings,  and  marvellous  in  our^yes," 

Reader,  **  What  God  hath  cleansed,  that  call  not  thoucommon." 
Did  the  Lord  speak  this  to  Peter  ?  He  spoke  it  no  less  to  me,  and 
It  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  read  the  words  without  the  cir- 
cumstances being  called  to  the  mind.  Not  more  sure  am  I  of 
holding  this  pen  than  of  His  having  spoken  those  never-to-be-for- 
gotten words  in  my  heart :  and  not  more  certain  was  1  of  Cornelias 
the  Gentile  being  in  Peter's  sheet,  or  God's  covenant,  than  I  was 
of  nay  intended  wife  being  there  also.  No,  dear  reader,  for  the 
Lord  had  spoken^  and  that  was  quite  enough.  God  had  cleansed 
her ;  therefore  she  was  not  common.  Can  you  say  that  God  has 
cleansed  you  ?  Are  you  one  of  those  creepinc  things  in  the  sheet 
knit  at  the  four  corners  ?  If  so,  happy  art  uiou,  blest  art  thou, 
highly  favoured  art  thou !     Never  shaft  dbiou  get  out ;  for, 

"  Once  in  Him,  in  Him  for  ever, 
Thus  th'  eternal  corenant  stands  !*' 

Only  think,  God  hath  cleansed  thee,  God  hath  washed  thee  in  the 
fountain  opened  for  sin  and  all  uncleanness :  so  that  thou  canst 
claim  relationship  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob :  and  not  only 
80,  but  thou  canst  number  thyself  vrith  Rahab  the  harlot,  David 
the  murderer  and  adulterer,  Kuth  the  Moabite,  and  Manassah  the 
shedder  of  rivers  of  innocent  blood.  Yes,  thou  canst  identify  thv- 
self  with  a  cursing  and  lying  Peter,  the  harlot  Magdalene,  the 
dying  thief,  and  persecuting  Saul  of  Tarsus ;  and  O,  wonder  of 
wonders,  mercy  of  mercies,  remember  also  to  thy  soul's  satisfaction 
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that  thou,  with  these,  art  without  stain  before  the  throne  of  God 
and  the  Lamb.  They  are  cleansed,  so  art  thou ;  they  are  enrobed 
in  the  garment  love  and  blood  hath  wrought,  so  art  thou :  they 
are  spotless  and  pure  in  their  bleteed  Lord,  and  so  art  thou ;  they 
iihall  see  His  face  for  ever,  sing  His  praise,  and  erown  Him  Lord 
of  all,  so  shalt  thou.  Therefore  ebeer  up,  beloved,  their  God  is 
your  God ;  their  Friend,  your  friend  5  and  their  Jesus,  your  Jesus. 

"  A  few  more  rolling  suns  at  most 
Will  land  you  on  fair  Canaan's  coast, 
W^ere  thou  ihalt  sing  the  sMtg  of  grace^ 
And  see  your  glorious  Hiding  place." 

Do  vou  sometimes  doubt  this  ?  Do  you  often  fear  that  at  last  you 
shall' be  found  wanting?  Does  the  enemy  cause  you  to  fret  on 
account  of  your  barrenness,  baseness,  and  perverseness  ?  Do  you 
often  say,  **If  it  were  so,  why  am  I  thus?"     Beloved,  remember, 

''  The  cause  of  love  was  in  Himself;*'  , 

therefore  sing, 

*'  In  Him  I  will  rejoice." 

Paul  once  said  that  there  was  no  gobd  thing  in  his  fleshy  and  yet 
he  was  the  chiefest  apostle.  Can  you  expect  to  find  what  he  could 
not  ?  The  abundance  of  visions  and  revelations  caused  him  to  say, 
**Iknewatnan  in  Christ;"  but  not  in  himself:  and  the  same 
blessed  apostle  said,  "  If  any  man  be  in  Christ  he  i^a  new  creature." 
Hence,  child  of  God,  it  is  in  vain  to  seek  the  living  Christ  in  your 
dead  flesh.  "  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that 
which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit ;"  and  "  these  are  contrary  the 
one  to  the  other."  Do  not  attempt  to  join  what  God  hath  separ- 
ated ;  and  do  not  try  to  disjoin  what  God  hath  tied  together. 
You  are  one  with  Christ  and  cannot  be  separated,  although  you 
may  be  harassed  with  ten  thousand  doubts  and  fears  concerning  it. 

''  Soon  shall  your  doubts  and  fears 

Subside  at  tlis  control  ; 
His  lovingkindness  will  break  through 

The  midnight  of  your  soul." 

The  Lord  was  with  us  at  "  Beulah  "  to  bear  testimpny  to  the  Word 
of  His  grace  in  the  hearts  of  the  blood-bought  family.  Both 
preacher  and  people  had  good  cause  to  bless  and  praise  His  name. 
The  congregation  gradually  increased,  and  "  the  Lord  added  to 
the  Church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved."  '*As  many  as  were 
ordained  to  eternal  life  believed,"  according  to  the  effectual  working 
of  Him  who  performeth  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His  own 
will.  As  is  always  the  case,  where  God's  truth  is  declared  in  the 
power   of  His   Spirit,     "  some    believed    the  things   which  were 
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spoken,  and  some  believed  them  not"  Not  a  few  thought,  and 
prophecied  what  they  thought,  that  my  mouth  would  soon  be  closed, 
that  I  should  soon  preach  myself  out,  and  that  it  would  be  made 
manifest  that  I  was  a  mere  letter  preacher*  *^  Through  evil  report 
and  through  good"  I  still  went  on  ** preaching  peace  by  Jesus 
Christ— He  is  Lord[of  alL**  I  could  say  with  Paul,  "For  I  neither  re- 
ceived it  of  man,  neither  was  I  taught  it,  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus 
Christ."  I  coidd  therefore  join  Faul  also  in  saying,  ^*  He  loved  me, 
and  gave  Himself  for  me.'*  I  do  not  mean  to  mfer  here  that  I  was 
never  disturbed  in  my  mind  or  cast  down  in  soul  on  account  of 
what  I  heard  and  met  with :  for  the  Lord  knows  that  although  He 
generally  gave  me  sweet  liberty  in  the  pulpit  I  was  often  much  de- 
pressed and  cast  down  out  of  it  la  fact,  as  a  rule,  I  walked  up 
the  pulpit  stairs  with  a  trembling  step  and  aching  heart.  The  Lord 
alone  knows  the  depression  of  spirit  and  heaviness  of  heart  that  I 
endured,  especially  just  before  preaching.  Under  the  power  of 
temptation  I  was  often  driven  to  my  wit's  end,  and  well  knew  the 
meaning  in  heart  experience  of  Psalms  cvii.  2A-30.  The  portion 
given  me^by  the  Lord  (page  283  Vol.  iii.)  I  had  to  again  and  again 
prove  the  fulfilment  o^  but  when  the  deliverance  was  realized, 
there  was  no  more  sorrow  for  the  time  being,  because  a  child  was 
bom  of  God. 

The  spiritual  children  that  the  Lord  gave  me  in  London  far  ex- 
ceed those  giveu  me  in  any  other  place.  I  might  name  many  here 
who  were  blessed,  but  time  and  space  forbid  it. 

{To  be  continued  in  our  nespt,) 


A    SERMON. 
The  Twelfth. 
Preached  by  the  late  Mb.  Arthur  Triggs. 

(Continwd  from  page  78.) 

How  many  times  some  of  you,  from  an  impulse  which  is  fleshlv, 
and  helped  on  by  the  devU,  have  determined  that  your  feet  should 
carry  you  to  such  a  place,  just  to  gratify  your  fleshly  mind ;  but 
the  Lord  would  not  let  you  go.  You  nave  wondered  and  been 
amazed  at  it,  and  you  have  asked  yourself  again  and  again  wh^  it 
was  so,  until  you  were  brought  to  the  point  to  know  that  the  thing 
was  of  the  Lord,  and  then  you  have  laid  loW  before  Him,  and  have 
confessed  your  own  waywardness,  and  what  you  are  the  subjects 
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o£  You  will  Ipve  Hjm  wid  Jerve  Him :  .  ayej  and  you  #iH  take 
hold  of  Hima  till  jour  hesixt  is  filled  with  gratitude  and  praise ;  and 
you  win  be^n  to  singi  ^^  ^Ijiis  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever, 
and  H^  wiu  he  our  guidp  over,  death," 

Why  I  have  be^  led  aptp,!tjb,is.,intriQato  vf^y  I  fcaow  not;  I  had 
no  thoqghtof  fipealdn£S9,,hat  J  i^uppo^thiere  is  a  poor  tempted 
child  of  God  that  neecfe  cpmforjL  M&ad- by  w^y  of  closing  up  1  will 
say,  I  have  been  trought  many  times  to  bless  my  God,  when  out 
in<;ompany,  ..tji^ftt  .J  Imye,  not  spokep  ^hat  Ifek;  for  if  all  was 
spoken  out  that  parses  in  the  mind  pf  Gipd's  children^  when  they 
meet  together,,  wn^t  a  woirld  of  iniquity,  wauld  be  let  loifBe  by  the 
tongue;  but  our  .mercy  is,  our  precious  Christ  hath  power  over  all 
flesh 9  r He  rules  on  Ifis  throne,  and  He  is. a  Priest  qo<  His  thrcma. 
You  observe  that  there  is  not  a  throne  for  Him  to  sit  and  rule  on, 
and  another  throne  for  Him  to  be  a  priest  on ;  there  is  odIj  one 
•  throne— and  the  only  throne  I  can  find  in  my  Bible ;  for  our  most 
glorious  Christ  is  what  is  recorded  in  Psa.  xlv.,  and  in  Heb.  i. : 
•*Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever:  the  sceptre  of  right- 
eousness is  the  sceptre  of  thy  kingdom  -,  thou  lovest  righteousness 
and  hatest  wickedness,**  &c.  Now,  I  will  drop  you  this  bint,  be- 
cause I  have  heard  during  thirty  years  experience  many  pulpit 
phrases,  as  if  Christ  had  a  throne  as  Mediator,  a  throne  ss  Advo^ 
cate,  a  throne  as  Priest,  a  throne  as  Surety,  and  so  on.  Now, 
beloved,  God  in  the  unity  of  the  essence  hath  but  one  throne* 
What  the  throne  is  made  of,  I  must  leave  you  to  find  out ;  if  you 
want  an  explanation,  our  precious  Lord  Jesns  calls  it  His  Father's 
throne ;  the  Holy  Ghost  tells  us  that  it  is  Christ's  throne*  And 
our  dear  Redeemer,  in  the  commencement  of  His  epistles  to  the 
Churches  in  the  Bevelations,  saith,  ^^He  that  overcometh  shall: sit 
down  with  me *on  my  throne,  even  as  also  1  overcame  aaddm-^t 
down  with  my  Father  on  His  throne."  There  is  much  beauty  and 
preciousness  :  the  Father  s  throne  is  >  called  Christ's  throne ;  ihen; 
ss  we  are  to  sit  down  with  Christ  on  Hi$  Fathei:^  thfoaite,.)  there 
are  not  two  throne^  in  heaven;  one  for  Christ  to  sit  on  and  another 
for  the  children.  Then  .mark^anjQther.tbingi  because  it^iisj  veiy 
prevalent  in  the  West^  wbcfe  thje  Lord  brought  me  from;  thfiry  liay 
that  Christ  being  now  on  the, Father's  tbrciute.  He  is  waiting  till  the 
Father  puts  Him  in  full  power^.  and  sends  Him  down  <«a^  earth  to 
accomplish  the  Millenium^  and  then  He.  will  sit.on,  Hiatmnthroiie. 
I  bless  my  God  I  am  such  a  fool  I  do  not  know  whaiitia^y'  mean: 
but  let  us  hear  what  Jesi^s  ^^9;  and  if  He  was.  not-  put  in  fiill 
power,  what  He  said  must  I>e  one  .side  of  tbB  truth ;  but  I  cannot 
iWovr  that.  WeU,  we  read  in  Matthew  that  He  aent  His  disciples 
to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,  and  to  baptize  them  in  the 
name  of  the   Father,  and  of  the  SoUi  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
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teaching  them  to  observe  all  things,  whatever  I  "have  commanded 
you;  and  lo,  I  am  ^ith  you  alway,  even  ttpto  the  end  of  the  world. 
For  all  power  is  given  imtome  in  hfeiv^n  and  ?n  earth.  Bless 
His  dear  and  precious  name,  all  J)OWer  bi  Ills:  Then,  beloved  of 
the.  Lord,  let  me  beseech  you"  tb  potM^r  this  over,  all  jpdwer  in 
heaven  and  earth  is  the^  Li6rd*s,  iind  If  you  belong  to  the  Lord,  you 
may  well  go  on  singing,  '^^  Hallelujah,  for  th6  Lord  God  omipotent 
reigneth ! 

We  must  now  tatk  a  little  about  Jesus  CSnrist  being  the  High 
Priest,  and  how  particular  the  Holy  Ghost  is  in  bringing  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Church;  Nbt  long  since  I  was  led  tb  see  much 
gospel  blesseduQss  in  the  nature  of  the  Levitlcal  dispensation  as  re- 
corded in  tbel  book  of  Numbers,  concerning  the  Levites^  They 
were  not  to  have  an  inheritance  among  the  childrsn  of  Israel ;  the 
Lord  wto  to  be  their  inheritance.  Aaron,  distinguished  as  the 
high  priest,  Was  washed,  clothed  and  anointed ;  and  our  glorious 
Christ  was  baptized,  clothed  with  our  nature,  and  was  anointed 
with  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  in  open  manifestation  He  came  forth 
the  Great  High  Priest  of  our  profession,  God  and  Man,  one  Christ. 
Now,  Aaron  was  chosen,  and  he  was  appointed  to  execute  the 
priest's  office,  and  also  the  Levites  that  were  to  officiate  with  him; 
but  there  is  a  secret  most  glorious,  as  it  stands  recorded  in  the 
original,  and  it  reads  thus  :  "  They  shall  fill  the  hands  of  Aaron." 
Aiid  iourpriorious  Christ  is  always  with  open  hands  for  His  children 
to  fill,  to  fill  them  with  our  troubles,  trials,  exercises,  doubts, 
cares,.'  and  temptations:  yes,  we  are  to  offer  all  these,  with 
praise,  and  thanksgiving,  at  the  altar  where  Jesus  stands  with  ^ 
gdden  censor,  with  much  incense,  offering  it  up  with  the  prayers 
of  alliiaaiiitB  (Rev.  viii).  Therefore  put  your  prayers  into  the 
hands/ofiur  great  High  Priest ;  leave  them  in  His  hands ;  for  the 
smoke  o£  the  inoense  with  the  prayers  of  the  saints  ascends  up  be- 
foEe  3od-^a'6^eet  perfume.  Ana  there  is  a  glorious  declaration 
to  the^chiMarei9(  of  God  in  Ezek.  xx.  41 :  **  I  will  accept  you  with 
yorar  sweet;  savoui*.-*  Here  is  both  offering  and  acceptance  before 
God.  How  ^ery  dfear  aAd  "precious  is  the  fenderness  of  the  heart 
of  Christ  1  to,  H4S'Childreti,'  it  is  always  open,  to  tate  in  what  you 
tell HiAii^  ^dt  it  never  returns  back  to  j6u  void;  but  in  His  own 
tii»eH«r  loads  you  with  bksssngs,  comfbrts  you  with  goodness, 
cheei»i3roo''witlL^  consolations i'.^o  that  H6' becomes  growingly 
precioasitcy-yduV''^  -   ■'  ■•••*   -'       ''    -  ■       *'  '^^* ''  '    '  " 

Btft  td  rftCnprri^aSnto  wiiat'i^  skid  cOiScek'ning  the  high  priest : 
and  if  youireferi  to  y^fUJr  Bibles,  you  ylirWevei:  "find  that  ever  any- 
thing ooiktaiiln^rtiod  the  'high  piriestr  'He  could  go  into  the 
house  of  theikper^  ondeoirld*  iii3t)ect  the  leper,'  but  the  priest  was 
not  defiled; '^lio  contagioh  could  touch  him';  but  let  any  one  beside 
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go  into  the  house  of  tb^  bper,  the  leprosy  waa  sore  to  cleave 
to  him.  Here  we  see  tiur  precdoutiOhnati  holy,  harvdess,  undefiled^ 
separate  from  sinners,  yet  made  ^kiii  .Tfaeire  ia  something  very 
blessed  in  the  contenaplation  of  this  syreel  fiubjecty  and  as  we  stand 
in  union  wi^h  oiur  Higfa  Priest,  We  ateiimdefiled*  He  saith^  ^^My 
dove,. my  uodeflled,  tbeie  istno  spot  id  l^ee."  And  the  very  aot  of 
our  glorious  Christ  bet^ooodbag  an  High  Priest  was  that  He  should 
offer  Himself  a  sacrifice  hr  our  siii^»  that  Grod  the  Father  might  be 
glorified  thereby.  In  Hebrews  ii.  it  ia  said-^and  may  God  the 
Spirit  confirm  your  mind  mor^  and  more  in  the  blesaedness  of  it — 
^  In  all  things  it  behoved  Him  to  be  made  like  unto  His  t>rethren, 
that  He  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful  Hiigh  Priest  in  all  things 
pertaining  to  God  ?    To  make  reconciliation  for  the  sins  of  iSa 

Sople ;    for  in  that  He  Himself  hath  suffered,    being  tempted, 
e  is  able  also  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted." 
'^Unto  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  youfi^m  falling,  and  to  pre- 
sent you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  His  glory  with  ezceeaing 
joy.     To  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour  be  glory,  and  majesty, 
dominion,  and  power,  both  now  and  ever.     Amen." 
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Mt  peah  Brother  in  Christ, — ^Yours  came  to  hand,  and  wa^  to 
me .  a  sweet  token  of  the  tender  care  and  matchless  love  of  my 
blessed  Keeper  and  near  Kinsman,  who  is  '^  all  my  salvation  and 
all  my  desire.''  So  unspeakably  great  has  been  His  loving-kindness 
to  His  little  one,  that  if  I  had  ten  thousand  tongues,  every  one 
should  be  employed  to  utter  forth  His  goodness  and  mercy  to  un- 
worthy me.  Oh,  diat  I  could  bless,  praise,  and  adore  Him  my 
glorious  Beloved  mpre !  He  hath  done  such  great  things  ifbir  me 
whereof  I  am  glad  I ,  .  ^      ^ 

I  waif  very  ill  in  body  when  yours  reached  me ;  much  tried  in 
providence;  dciTk  indeed  sppiued  the  dispensation  of  our  covenant- 
keeping  God ;  the  4^ah  mwrmuxed,  whilst  the  spirit  acqui^^d. 
From  sheer  inability  I  was  ccTnstrained  to  sit  stilh  Blessed  ppsificm 
this,,  beloved ;  but^  0,  ^IQW.  pfti^f^l  ftp  way  I  But  once  there^  how 
perfectly  helpless  I.      „.    .^  ,       .  ^..  .    .    ,  ,  ..  ,. 

All  may  be  witl^  yoi^as  it  was^with  me*  too  tard  to  manag^,.  the 
way  blocked  up  aa  with  hewn  stonesi..  So  much  the .  better.  The 
flesh  may  rebef :  so  let  it.  It  is  piffft  and,  parcel  of  AdajOi  earthy — 
worthless ;  tint  it  shall  ifpirve' tjie .  yotjiijgm)  the  new-born  child  of 
grace.     Sit  still  aqd  see^  watch  the  idelivermg  mercies  of  our  faith- 
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M  God.  This  has  been  ny  blest  M^mploy  this  last  two  months. 
Oh,  that  I  €otiM  tell  you  oae  hlilf  iCiie'^odne«»  which  Jehorah-* 
nisi  has  made  to  pass  befbre  ]aD»{  ^      .1     ,, 

On  Cfari&tm6i»  day  xnorfxing  He  again  d^ivexisd'out  of  nature's 
sorrow,  and  gave  me  another v£ine  %oy.  I  wa$  ndt  at  all  prepared  for 
the  litti^  one ;  for  there  y^^  fittithcir  bevd  in  the  stall  nor  money  in 
the  ptirse ;  but  to  the  |irai8e(  of  •  our  txione  God  1  record  the  fact^ 
that  not  one  thing  has  failed;  '  Attach  a  time  I  never  before  had  so 
Bttle'>to  do  with;  and  ^though  so  ill  befcxrehand,  I  never  got  on 
betteA'  1  cooked  my  own  ^nner  before  the  fortnight  was  up. 
hide^y'I  am  a  wonder  to  myself.  Lord^  thou  alone  hast  amdo  me 
so,  ^i  thou  alone  shalt  have  all  the  praise. 

i, 

"  Kind  author  and  ground  of  my  hope. 

Thee,  thee  for  my  God  I  avow, 
My  glad  Ebenezer  set  up, 

And  own  thou  haat  helped  me  till  now." 

I  was  lii^*  Lawson's  Rooms  "  when  Mr  W.  was  up  in  October.  A 
dear  ^rster  in  the  Lord  stood  *bus  fare  for  me :  the  Lord  return 
it  seven-fold.  I  only  heard  him  three  times  out  of  the  six ;  but  had 
a  feast  each  time.  The  Master  was  there.  **  I  sat  down  under 
His  shadow  with  great  delight,  and  His  fruit  was  sweet  to  my 
taste."  As  I  left  the  room  each  time  my  cup  seemed  to  run  over  with 
blessing  and  praise.  Never  shall  I  forget  the  joy  of  heart  I  ex- 
perienced. Little  did  I  think  with  what  iqjfinite  love  my  glorious 
Christ  was  preparing  me  to  endure  the  bereavement  of  my  dear, 
dear  father.  So  fall  and  complete  was  the  joy  and  love  which  I 
enjoyfed  the  last  Wednesday  night  when  I  left  the  rooms,  that  I  told 
the  Lbrd  that  I  could  endure  any  trouble  since  he  had  again  lifted 
np  A'e  fight  of  His  countenance  upon  me ;  and  He  answered  with 
these  word^t  *'FSaitliful  is  He  who  hath  promised,  who  will  also 
doit.*^  These  words  caused  me  to  enquire,  **  What  is  it,  Lord?* 
but  tSidisame  answer  was  three  times  repeated.  I  felt  trouble  was 
Mgh'f  biitthat  blessed  night  I  was  as  a  hind  let  loose:  the  good 
wine  was  kept  till  last :  I  drank  deeply,  and  was  as  a  giant  refresh- 
ed; y^a.  with  Bavid  thought  my  montitain  so^  strong,  I  should  no 
inore he  inoved.     Alas!  1  soop  returned  to  tny  old  ^ad  place. 

'Bfiffe'Ve^  next  morning  the' news  came' of;  the  alarming  state  of 
tteb'^^t  ef^anhly'  fathers.'  'He  was  fafceti^ da  the  previous  Tues- 
<Jay  trtffi  adbther^ppo()leti6  fit]  'btili4i!i:  sbtrtfe  dfegjtefe  ^regained  con- 
sciousness and  kpew  those  around  him  till  twelve  on  the  following 
^udQ.-..^..n.    v.  Sgfev^et  in,  atid;he-tW^rf  became  speechless  an^ 


?%ge£  the'fti^  ^ght. 
plete  wreck  was  the  '  outward  toan!      HoW  severe  seemed  the 
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aepaf6ftk)ii(tf  spirit  aiid'ekyr  Hdw^  laborious  Ae  dear  one's 
breathing  !  For  a  few  moments  I  stood  looking  on,  then  left^he 
rooiA  vre^pfhg  siich  bitter  tedra  as  I  feel  I  shall  never  shed  again: 
atid  nMsf  wks  me  who  teA  days  beforte  t®ld  the  Lord  I  could  bear 
any  troiAle,  atod  now  the  billows  of  si9rh>w  rolled  over  my  tempest- 
tossed  soal  again.  I- reeled  to  and  fh>  like-  a  drunken  man ;  *btit 
those  around  could  not  fathom  the  anguiish  <:>f  my  heart.  "No,  no; 
but  my  sonPs  Beloved  did,  and  softly  whispered,  **  Oh,  thou  of 
little  faith  !*'  With  this  precious  love-token  my  glorious  Christ 
delivered  me  from  the  fierce  taunts  and  jeers  of  Satan  ;  so  that  1 
blessedly  proved  again  the  strength  of  my  Stronghold,  and  the 
power  of  my  glorious  Deliverer.  Then  did  I  find  honey  in 
the  rod. 

But  to  return.  I  left  the  room,  and  in  siecret  was  my  cry  uttered 
that  my  gracious  Lord  would  grant  the  loved  one  an  easy  dismissal; 
for  all  thought,  from  appearances,  the  final  parting  or  spirit  and 
clay  would  be  terrible  to  witness.  Again  I  returned,  and  as  I  sat 
and  watched  by  the  dear  one's  side,  a  spirit  of  prayer  came  over 
me.  Though  others  were  present,  I  was  alone  with  my  God ;  and 
was  favoured  with  much  nearness  of  access  to  plead  on  behalf  of 
him  who  could  give  no  evidence  or  dying  testimony  that  we  should 
meet  again ;  but  we  shall,  I  feel  sweetly  assured,  for  the  precious 
words  flowed  so  sweetly  into  my  soul  again,  **  Faithful  is  He  who 
hath  promised,  who  also  will  do  it"  Yes,]!  do  indeed  believe  it  is 
now  well  with  my  beloved  father ;  and  I  would  not  have  one  thing 
altered  if  I  could. 

'  "  My  Jesus  hath  done  all  things  well.'*  I  left  the  room  only 
ten  minutes,  when  told  that  he  was  gone  without  a  sigh  or  a  groaa 
Ah,  my  brother,  how  I  did  bless  the  Lord  for  His  goodness  and 
mercy !  For  full  twenty  minutes  I  was  unspeakably  happy.  A 
beloved  sister  was  weeping  piteously ;  the  women,  too,  were  in 
tears;  for  they  had  lost  a  good  and  kind  master  ;  but  I  could  only 
say,  **  Bless  the  Lord!     Bless  the  Lord  for  His  goodness  I'   I  shall 

f;o  to  him ;  but  he  will  not  return  to'  me.      Amen.**     *^The  Lord 
Iveth,  and  blessed  be  my' Rock,  and  let  the  God  of  my  salvation 
be  exalted.  ' 


And  all  nis  legions  roar, 
Almiglify  nrercy  guards  Ay  life, 
w  4ail  bitndiihig  mgibg  ^ir^^ 


Yon  ask^here  I  go  to'  h^ar.' ^V^fey,  when  J  cani  the  despised 
James  W^Bs;  but  catinot  always  get  a  seat^  ^.Th®  i'*  Witness "  I 
prize  more  than  ever;  it  is  tome  worth  its  weight  mgolii:  the 
contents  of  late  have  beeii  so  exceedingly  precious,  especially  Mr. 
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W.'s  pieces' .  Like  the  irest,  fao  is  much  iq  tljte  foroaoe  aad  ia  the 
deep.  ... 

.  And  now^  beloved,  farewell;  :mj  lov^  tp.all  who  Wva  my,  hord 
Jesus  in  truth  and  sinceritj^i^  ap^d  tp;U^;.te;94ier.,liyve  aud  watchful 
care  of  our  faithful  God  .tl>^  bai)^,  ir^.  graqf:  fi^ow^p^xid^  ,;yQU  and 
yours,  and  rests,  in  our,  adomh}^' i^^np^W^ji  youjf  «jsf?r.  in  tie3 
whicb  death  cannot  sund^Xp,  ».(,    m     •     :       ' 


/ : 


V        I 


SPARKS  FROM  THE  FURNACE. 

(^Continued  from  page  1^0.) 

This  is  not  going  to  Horeb,  upon  which  the  dark  clouds  bQvered, 
the  thunders  rolled,  the  lightnings  flashed,  the  mountain  trembled, 
Moses  quaked  and  the  people  feared ;  but  where  the  brighlnesa 
c^  the  Father's  glorj"  shines  in  one  unclouded  blaze,  illuminating 
ZIon's  golden  pavillion  with  a  Sun  that  never  sets,  and  light  that 
Dover  fades,  and  beauty  that  ever  blooms,  where  the  inhabit^Ui 
are  never  sick,  and  death  is  never  known,  and  there  the  sanctified 
host  of  God's  elect  breathe  the  air  ef  one  eternal  spring*  Where 
the. power  of  the  eternal  Spirit  touches  it  turns  death  into  life, 
night  into  day,  sorrow  into  j  oy,  poverty  into  riches,  and  sickness  into 
health.  In  a  word :  the  Eden  glory  into  which  His  body  the 
Church,  enters  and  enjoys  is  found  alone  in  Him*  He  is.  the  sum 
and,  substance  of  the  gospel:  for  he  is  the  gospel  of  God,  and  al) 
wlxQ  were  chosen  in  Him  are  made  partakers  of  this  gospel  which 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.  ^^  As  many  as  were  ordaiiied 
to  eternal  life  believed,"  and  no  more.  Therefore  rejoice,  ye  sons 
an4,  daughters  of  Zion:  for  great  is  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  in  the 
midst  Qf  you,  who  were  chosen  to  salvation  in  Him,  by  Him,  and 
through  Him ;  and  to  eternal  life. 

To  whom  wilt  thou  go,  poor  storm  driven  pilgrim,  when  the 
soul  is  smitten  with  grief,  and  thy  heaving  heart  breaking  with 
sorrow ;  when  thy  earthly  (supposed)  friend  and  acquaintance  are 
put  far  from  thee  ?  Ah !  where  bilt  unto  Hi  to  in  whom  there  are 
neither  woes  nor  wants, ,  nor  sins  nor  sorrows,  nor  groans,  nor 
griefi,  nor  graves,  save  one^  to.  hold  all.  ihine^  and  bury  them  for 
eifer,^  .  Thy  Surety  is  bound,  by?  ties  of-  indissoluble  union  and 
friendship,  in  bonds  of  inseparable  brottierl^ood,  never  to  leave  or 
forsake  the  purchase  of  His  blood,  which  is  "the  flock  of  God,  who 
were  redeemed,  not  with  corruptible  things  such  as  silver  and  gold, 
but  by'  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.'*     Thy  rest  in  the  world  is  made  up 
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of  a  continual  disturbance-  *^  Vain  is  riie  help  of  man.**  Satan 
tempts  thee,  friends  deceive  thee,  the  world  hates  thee.  AH  this  is 
ordained,  and  in  the  long  run  works  fior  our  good  and  their  evil : 
tiberefbre  let  us  rejoice  in  being  counted  worthy  to  eafier  all  things 
for  His  name  sake. 

God  rests  in  His  love,  that  we  may  rest  in  Him,  and  all  apart 
from  this,  is  a  bubble  on  the  wave,  a  rope  of  sand,  a  broken  reed, 
and  rotten  rest.  Christ  is  the  undisturbed  rest  of  the  wilderness 
wanderer.  He  is  the  Shadow  of  that  great  Rock  in  this  weary  land, 
from  which  gushes  the  waters  of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  flowing  from 
the  throne  oi  God.  This  is  the  stream  that  ran  softly  through  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,  in  the  days  of  old,  and  must  needs  ripple  on  like 
a  stream  of  liquid  silver,  through  the  heart  of  Samaria,  to  give  life 
to  the  famishing  who  dwell  in  the  land  of  pits,  where  no  water  is. 
This  sparkling  beverage  is  as  precious  now  to  the  thirsty  sons  and 
daughters  of  Zion,  in  the  west,  as  ever  it  was  to  the  thirstj  sons  and 
daughters  of  God  in  the  east.  But  hundreds  are  so  bewitched  and 
bewildered,  in  the  mazy  dance  of  profession  and  din  of  lo,  here,  and 
lo,  there,  in  the  day  in  which  we  live,  that  they  prefer  the  well 
adulterated  sky-blue  to  the  pure  cream  of  eternal  truth ;  or  waters 
fouled  with  the  stinking  feet  of  a  man-made  priest,  rather  then  par- 
take of  the  God-sent  waters  of  the  sanctuary. 

We  have  known  some  of  these  of  late;  but  for  them  it  is  folly  to 
mourn,  as  God  cannot  lose  those  He  never  had,  or  save  those  for 
whom  He  never  died.  Jesus  stands  responsible  for  all  His  Father 
gave  Him ;  as  they  are  His  jewels,  they  must  shine  in  His  crown, 
and  sparkle  on  His  brow,  as  His  own  blood-bought  coronet,  set  in 
sockets  of  immortal  glory,  and  shall  shine  to  His  honour  through 
all  eternity.  God  the  Spirit  will  trim  the  lamps  of  the  temple,  and 
keep  their  fires  burning,  and  their  lights  shining,  with  the  oU'of 
grace,  from  the  tops  of  the  bowls  of  the  altar:  the  supply  comes 
from  "the  riches  of  His  glory  by  Christ  Jesus'*  in  rivers  of  oil 
from  a  wealthy  land,  where  the  merchants  are  all  millionaires.  All  t^ie 
riches  often  thousand  Bothchild§  can  be  stowed  in  a  snuff-box  ttere, 
and  not  a  mite  to  a  million  either.  O  child  of  God,  thy  treasure  above 
is  untold;  eye  hath  not  seen  the  immortal  heaps  of  glittering  wealth 
laid  up  for  all  that  love  HJm  who  first  loved  them;  ear  hath,  not 
heard  the  melodious  music  that  sounds  in  tones  more  8weet\fnan 
those  of  the  aeolian  harp  in  the  high  orcliestra  of  heaven.  '*The 
heart  of  the  natural,  man'h^^s  not  the  sli^hte^t  cpriceptionof  t]^e"'fire 
of  burning  bliss,  that  .glows  like  a  not  coal  taken /living^  from 
the  altar,  and  is  life  eternal  within*  .  There  iis  a  large  demand  for 
men-made  ministers  who  can  pjropogate  ^rror,  assail  truth,  prate 
against  the  doctrine  of  sovereign,  free,  electing  love  and  grace,  kick 
against  the  decrees  of  God,  persecute  the  Church,  and,  if  possible. 
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annihilate  all  who  love  that  which  the  devils  hate^  fix  3*^The  re- 
ligion of  Jesus. 

What  think  you,  dear  bcotber^  of  ^he.  sigps  of  the  times  ?  Does 
it  nol;  seem  as  though  devils  \i^«i:ecoH)Q  down  amoi»ff  us  as  roaring 
lions,  seeking  whom  they  may  devour.  But,  blessed  be  G>od>  His 
people  are  kept  by  the  powei;  oC  Go^  thiraugh  feith  unto  salvation, 
although  they  cofcoi^  through,  fire  .aiad  vffater  ere  they  reaoh  the 
wealtiiy  place.  .   .i  •, .  i  .   . 

(T(f  bt  OdnHnmd,) 


■^H     imiitf     I  Mill     1 1  >iP»»i^^w  »  ^  n  I  I    i>n» 

THE  PATHWAY  OF  "  TRUE  LIGHT." 

(  Contmuedfrompafft  S3). 

I  NOW  had  a  book  lent  me  which  made  a  little  impression  upon  my 
mind.  It  was  the  life  of  John  Nelson,  a  Methoaist  preacher.  I 
was  affected  with  the  touching  narrative,  and  felt  much  sympathy 
for  him  on  account  of  the  rough  treatment  he  met  with.  This  is 
the  first  that  gave  me  any  serious  thoughts ;  but  they  were  only 
skin  deep.  Some  of  the  disciples  of  Moses  told  me  that  it  ought 
to  have  made  a  Methodist  of  me,  and  effectually  weaned  me  from 
the  Anlinomians ;  but  it  was  far  too  shallow  for  that,  though  at 
tinies  I  felt  some  little  uneasiness  about  it ;  and  I  did  occasionally 
enter  their  workshops,  with  the  cood  workpeople,  but  never  was 
able  to  tnake  any  bricks.  With  all  their  warnings  and  noise  about 
hell  and  damnation,  no  lasting  impression  was  made  upon  my  mind, 
so  as  to  make  me  awake  to  righteousness. 

I  now  began  to  feel  sometning  like  conviction  of  sin,  and  saw 
myself  an  awful  sinner ;  but  this  was  effected  by  reading  the  works 
of  thos^  who  dealt  largely  in  threatenings  of  wrath  and  judgment, 
so  that  my  convictions  were  not  lasting.  ThU  sort  of  writing  and 
preaching  lefl  me  just  where  and  what  it  found  me ;  namely,  a 
hardened,  deceitful,  and  wicked  wretch,  rolling  in  all  the  filth  of 
uncleapness  and  abominable  lusts.  It  is  true  at  times  I  had  religion 
enough;  to  keep  me  out  of  mischief,  produce  a  little  shame,  and 
caus^  a  little  **  worldly  sorrow  which  worketh  diath.*^  I  was  full  of 
chaime&^tl^ut  they  were  changes' from  Ijiad  to  worse. '  A  change  from 
AeshhieviiY-.tO  datoal  seriousness r  a  bhange  from  open  sin  to  mock 
sanqti|y  r  a  ciiafige  ftorft  beastly  ^drurilcenness^ to  spiritual  intoxication 
and  reugij6us*frpnzy.*  These \ind'bf 'changes  are  all  in  the  flesh, 
though  they  pass  in  the  religious  world 'as  the  work  of  God,  and 
such  characteifs  are  considered  converted  and  on  the  high  road  to 
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heav6ft.    ^Boi  fe  ^Uf B^t»rtib  ^llf  ftHd^Wl^g  md  ikiejhte  wiflMtjg  the 

low  fojid  td  BeB;     0*tw^«f'rdfeipra^fl^^itoa^^riw«rfd'  birttthibldori 

are  dfetmcf'tlifegs.''   Tbdtt«^tia§'^(>ys»s'^1**^'r(irtrifei%'"dn     Art'  rttter 

strarigeis  to  thfelattef;  bb^^ftcke  pbb^'tb^  lkkf*i*^SWAt>h^ 
festing  the  fotmei^;  •  •  -'^  .u;.li -r-orrT  ,j'/w  -^^s-  ,.,   ."v•'.n'■^  -  .tMj.» 

After  I  had  befen  .Sii- A  tJh!fti6>lii^lthiVWttt!«/  P  ^It^thfit'^th^i^lWas 
something  wanting,  something  must  be  done.      I  kept  it  all  ^^^ft^' 
sAfy  was  mudi  in  ^ajfWgi  tftt^twlid'  tlii^  theatis,  atid'fbfsodfr'^e 
company  of  the  openly  wickfeA'   I'tt«^#  tfibught  I  must  t^Wk^^  6t*S?^'af 
new  leaf,  must  pmy ;  but  hoM^  »#h«?re'«ttf^  wheri  ?y«e'tHe^stW4ifiP 
I  saw  |5rayer  t6  be  a  most  isdieth*  aind^^ited  exeifcifee,  and'rii^IP«b 
uTifl t  to  tmdettake  it      AHK6ttgh  I  did  riot  fcnfe w  ■  how  to  i^ t  'i^at 
it,  yet  Iftft  pray  I  must.'    In  otxi^^r  toAo  so  withonit  b^ittg  ybsettfed* 
I  werit^  ititx>  thef  fidds,  and  seeing  the  coast  clear^  I  crept  undeif  tHe 
hedge  fclose  ln^  a  dyke,  took  off  my  hat,  knelt  doiwn  and  bffisVee!  trp 
my  first  i^v&y^,  If  I  ever  did  pray  at  all.      After  which  I  ^<rt '  ^,' 
lo6ked  ronnd,  and  seeing  no  one,  softly  walked  aWay,  with  siidh* 
feelings  of  awe,  shame,  and  fear  as  I  never  experienced  before.'    TCb-' 
may  be  thought  by  some  the  beginning  of  my  religious  car^fer,  htkd' 
so  it  might  be,  such  as  it  was :  but  I  am  afraid  it  had  liothiiig  tb^ 
do  with  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.     Indeed  I  underwent  so  meiiy 
changes  from  this  time  for  many  years  that  I  was  not  able  toi  fbtm 
any  definite  opinion  of  my  case.     Sometimes  all  lightness,  looseiiess, 
and  foolery :  then  again  given  to  seriousness,  hoping  my  tfeligibn 
was  right,  and  anon  doubting  whether  there  was  any  reality 'Iti^ft.'' 
Often  I  would  read  the  Bible  for  hours  together,  and  nothing  wdifld: 
induce  me  to  leave  it:  afterwards  would  feel  no  more  care  for  *h4t 
blessed  Book  than  for  a  pack  of  cards,  and  would  let  it  lie  i^jfi^tf^^V 
shelf  until  quite  coated  with  dtist     Sometimes  I  would  pi'ajr  l^iliidl ' 
the  door,  in  the  closet,  fields,  street,  up  stairs,  down  stairs,  at  any 
time,  or  in  any  place,  when  and  where  opportunity  [offered.     On 
one  occasion  my  father  caught  me  in  the  act  of  prayer  in  the  bed- 
room, which  caused  me  to  reel  much  shame,  but  ne  said  not  a  woitL  * 

Sinning  aad  rept^mjilg  jW^fl^^liOw -iiiy  c^^  Bioaods 

of  dead  senviee  1  wm  gofimxisilj  i^twd&n^  to*     X  found  rdyigioni  tqi  * 
beasnareaiidatmp^^m^ftlvi^^^Qine.'^^  onditet  >!• 

conldiaot  ^ye  .o.vc^(|hf)ii$igb  )l.^Oli^  ootrigJuly  b^xLJ  aniotbe  > 
dtaiocBt  psort  of  iiiy>  expan^n^cj  ja^tib^t  this  mQre^lighl:  Liiadrt|i0qnonii  > 
greedily  I  siim^.  tet^^ed  1b§U^e4^iI»lrUgbl»^1n«ro1)r|  gobdmeali^^. 
andln^e.  -Hey;  I  li^v^JM@^9fv^%'timQ9«wW»J  cDtild^nj(Hit|U^W8et-^<.' 
estt  &HSbs  of  lust  ytk^  9l^4)(«^Pg)'^)tba'£aarib]]if  tu&ting^fposiii^tf 
witb  the  full  putpofteittot-g^c^e^wglttHiiUom]^!  i^ldiUiis,  .notionbir^' 
once  or  twice  hvi%  f<»  yfww^  <»€0eth§rw'  The*  Lpnl  i^ootecifi'^ia)  tcoB 
true.  Such  thpught^.  baevA  6Uedi  i&y.pp0f  h^mct  i^  ^lie>  jsraaU  tUink 
would  shock  the  damnedioi  bell,. of  eiakt  Sal^nilo ^^leittdilej^, ^ wete 
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Ijy^Cf^aUe.of  U.  . JL  ha^f  ^^',lSj^n'$9 iQwQr^o'Si  aa4  Himtingtoa's 
cfeschpfioD  of  .tl^eir  terop^at^Qfi^ .  bat  xion^  ^'them  are  ■  eqiuJ  to 
XQio^  ijafoulness^  wiqk^dq^s^Apd  devUi$bm^fip^  aud  what  i^akes  it 
mpreabppuaable,!^^!  dia  delight. and  gloir?  i^  these  things  with 
presumptuous  greediness :  yea,  more  than  this,  I  have  sinQed  out  of 
br^adoy  ju^t   to  seq  h^yr  fax   T  f^ouJ^  ^^9J  the  pleasure    of 

;N9f^f  .n^  rpader^  4<>  pot  fipd.&MU  with  w;  for  I  am  telling  the 
Vw^^tTAjtli,  and4ad.3[pUip£^U€^<3e  t^  read»I  could. write  a  little 
V^9t^^^.h^  I.  peed  noU  4t  is  ii^iMrt  siq^i^^^iDg.     What  some  may  think 
Qf.sq§h -a,\mp«st^  I caqijofc  »fly;  bu;t  thj©  J  willsay,:  if  the  Annin- 
i^jdi9c{aneJ3e'triiei.J.an]i]i>ati  shut  out,  without  the  sfaiadow  of  a 
b(^M«^    If  oJOie,  good  thought  be  required,  at  my  haikdsj  J  am  damned 
forever..    If  grace  is  not  sovereign,  firee,  discrimioatingy  and  etern- 
ally iiQ^opdiUonalj  I  must  drop  into  the  bottom  of  bell      If  the 
d/gietri^es  of  election^  effectual  calling,  imputed  righteousness,  and . 
fio^.p^rpeverances  are  not  true  in  all  their  fulness,  riches,  imd 
g^bory,  \  am  as  eertain  of  being  lost  as  that  God    is  eternal  and 
uo^aogeable.    But  O,  the  exceeding  riches,  fulness,  and  glory  of 
His  graces  X  do  not,  I  will  not,  I  cannot  despair !      Nay,  I  exceed- 
inji^y  rejoice  in  the  blessed  consideration  of  the  fulness  of  the  cov- 
eoa^^  provision,  well  knowing  that  the  awful,  black,  infernal  score 
of  all  ^ly  sins  were  atoned  for  and  eternal!  v  blotted  out  long  before 
I.  ,y^9»  capable  of  committing  them.     Precious  doctrine !      Blessed 
cayef^t!     All  was  laid  upon  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation 
^jt^z/Worldi      Precious  Jesus,  thou  didst  know   all  beforehand. 
T^ffiji  Y^ell  knewest  that  I  should  be  a  transgressor  from  the  womb, 
gQ.f^^V^^  and  speak  lies*    Thou  didst  indeed  ait  down  and  count 
^il?<>l<%  >1^1^h  was  no  less  than  thine  own  heart's  blood. 

^1^*    ^*^:     '   .  "  *Twa«  all  ofgrace,  from  first  to  last, 

.'tO       .'  The  deed  was  dotte,  the  patdoA  pa^s'd  : 

•  Lod  ^HiJ    '  •        Secure  in  C|l«i<rt  w^re  ail  Hii  hww» 

.fr.^,r  t    ♦  .,'  Thq  curse  w4«  His,  the  pardon  thpirs." 

ldiafB(Ittfoi»  said  tbtt  I  idVcTrbetttdmy  Iktber  ami  brother  conversing 
unomve^ioufaitoplcil,  by<  wfait&  m^n^  t  betome  leonveisant  with  a 


bufe'iifadeA^  V^tgm  lia£«e.Ui*n  ^^&  bp^d.  ^  '  M^y  of  the  members 
of  ?oiirbch^{ifi)(Viwbidd'>  hH^fft^'^OvK^htf^^to^  Idisouss  church 
n^itteni^w  tbilkiliadiaigoodJoj^^  ISf&^mAag  aoquainted 

w^dbcm. ,  Akdong  t&em^  Wfis^a  piftv^pmt  hai-a*'WO(iang  roan  oi  the 
same  oBcdpidwm'as  oiyself With  vfht^mtb^o^iimtyiffjf  familiar.  From 
hiAi.Ilb««w>edBo8tottV  *FM^f<rfd  Statei^^^  Hart's^  Hymns,  with 
some^ofetadsby's^ofk*.     Thesfelmiich  Bked.     In  a  short  time 
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■I 

« 

I  took  the  lead,  so  great  was  my  progress ;  but  my  reader  must 
not  suppose  that  I  was  anything  more  than  a  sentimental  fboL 
With  tjiis  poor  man,  whose  name  was  John  Lee>  I  spent  much  time. 
I  beKeve  he  ^as  one  of  thosfe  Tfho^  though  poor  in  this  world^s 
-goods,  WM  **ri^  in  faith^  and  heir  of  the  f  ingdom."  I  made  such 
progrefiS  and  took  such  rapid  stHdesj  under  my  fiiend's  teaching, 
that  I  leaped  from  moderate  Calviriism  to  downright  Antinomianism. 
Here  I  stuck,  and  ndne  could  pull  me  out  from  my  nedt  in  i?he  tree. 
Frotn 'this  fancied  lawful  eminence  1  would  look  down  with!  con- 
tempt upon  those  whose  heads  would  not  reach  my  standard.  In 
my  view  evory  professor  was  an  Arminian  under  six  feet  This  was 
the  cothttftott  sCatidard  of  sentimental  stature.  At  this  time  I  had 
reached  the  ag^  of  21.  This  John  Lee  wished  me  to  join  the 
church  hy  baptism,  and  not  wishing  to  deny  him,  I  was  proposed 
as  a  candidate,  and  was  accepted  after  writing  a  very  poor  gol-up 
experience.  I  wias  baptized  on  Easter  Sunday,  1828  ;  but  I  knew 
not  for  what  I  was  baptized,  neither  could  I  give  the  answer  to 
those  who  put  the  question  to  me. 

Well,  I  was  received  into  the  church  according  to  the  approved 
plan.  I  had  the  covenant  read  over  to  me,  which  consisted  of  the 
five  cardinal  points,  all  of  which  1  thoroughly  believed  to  be  true ; 
but  I  do  not  think  now  that  they  are  a  proper  test  for  church 
membership.  Many  sound  dead  professors  get  into  churches  in 
this  way,  who  are  utter  strangers  to  the  grace  of  the  doctrines 
which  they  espouse.  This  was  my.  case.  The  proper  test  for 
church  membership  should  be  life  in  the  soul ;  for  without  it  all 
knowledge  of  doctrines  and  professed  experience  are  in  the  flesh, 
and  leave  the  candidates  just  were  they  found  them  ;  that  is,  "  in 
the  gall  of  bitterness  and  bond  of  iniquity."  When  I  was  received 
into  what  is  called  church  membership  I  was  no  more  fit  for  it  than 
was  Tom  Paine  when  he  wrote  his  abominable  "  Age  of  Reason." 
In  my  ignorance  I  have  often  had  a  desire  to  be  baptized  again  ; 
bat  I  have  difierent  thoughts  of  baptism  now.  I  have  been  bap- 
tized more  than  ei^teea  hundred  years,  and  that  was  when  the 
Lord  Himself  was  baptized  of  John  in  Jordan.  It  behoved  Him 
to  fulfil  all  righteoufoiiesis  for  Hb  body  the  church,  of  which  bs^tism 
formed  a  part  If  my  Bapttst  brethren  cannot  see  with  me  here,  I 
cannot  open  their  eyea« 

I  continued  an  uiiiseHkd  and  nnstoble  member  of  bhe  Baptist 
Church,  a  burden  ta  mysleilfiand  a«.ti:ouble  to  otbers,^  for' a'  long 
time*  .  .■,!'■    ••-:■  .-•.'■'■'      -v.  •    , 

I  now  became  acquainted,  with  another  person  by  th^  nattle  of 
Joseph  Musson>  bri>tb0r  ,lo  %lm  late  mnawBy  niinister.'  i  often 
visited  this  man,  Bxxd  in  bia  company  Would  be  writing  bitt^  things 
against  myself,  and  that  for  years  together^  undt  he,  with  others^ 
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ffot  quite  tired  of  me*.  Josi^p))  Museo^^ould  often  do  aU  that  in 
him  lied  to  meet  my.casei  hy,  relating,  Ms  Q^n  experience.  H^  had 
/I  great  ipsight  ii^to  maay  dai^  and  iny^tariQus  p^rtioiis  of  the  Word, 
and  MHQuld  jfind  Christ  when^  mpst  would  niot  or^am  of  seeing  Him. 
Trom  him  I  derive^  mu^h  informi^tien  aj^  i^ome  epjiitual  ini^ruction. 
He  cpuIigLz;ead^  b^t  could  not  <^a,muoh  jas  write  bia  own  name.;  He 
M^Quld  l;ry  to  get  me  to  prav  in:  publiC)  and  would,  call  upon  me  la 
little  b^fqre  the  time  in  oroer  to  break  me  itu  I  was  often  very 
backward  tjurough.  fear  and  shame.  However^  he  prevailed  upon 
me  to  pf^y ;  so  that  having  commenoed  I  must  necessarily  continue ; 
but  tte  Lord  knows  my  hypocrisy,  wanton  eye^  abombinable 
thoughts,  with  a  striving  to  please  flesh  and  blood  even  during  the 
solemn  engagement;.  When  I  thought  I  had  made  a  pretty  good 
pray6rj  the  devil  would  pat  me  on  the  back  and  say,  ^'  Well  done," 
and  TDff  flesh  being  so  much  like  a  tinder  box,  this  spark  of  hell 
would  set  it  all  on  fire.  I  now  know  the  folly  of  manufacturing  prayers 
in  order  to  please  man  and  display  flesh  and  blood  empty 
ability.  True,  sometimes  I  would  try  and  fix  the  eye  of  ray  mind 
upon  the  object  of  devotion,  but  I  found  it  hard  work ;  for  wan- 
dering thoughts  and  abominable  lusts  would  creep  in  and  rise. up 
in  my  mind.  Often  have  I  been  to  the  Lord  in  private  and  begged 
of  Him  to  forgive  my  hypocrisy  in  public ;  and  in  this  way  I  have 
been  plagued  and  tormented  for  years.  The  more  I  prayed  against 
it,  the  more  I  seemed  troubled  with  it.  Often  my  poor  legal  heart 
ivas  wounded  and  my  pride  mortified 

To  hear  the  brethren  pray  so  well, 

And  find  so  much  to  say, 
While  my  poor  heart  whb  foul  as  hell, 
And  plagued  me  all  the  day. 

Strive  how  I  might  I  could  not  make  one  hair  white  or  black. 
But  X  have  different  thoughts  of  prayer  now.  Some  time  after  this, 
when  4  knew  more  of  the  things  of  God  ^by  experience,  and  these 
8trong».t!omptatiaas>  I  was  plagued  in  another  way.  Both  in  public 
and  private  prayer,  after  being  engaged  for  a  little  time,  my  nands 
woul^:appear  like  balls,  swielUhg  larger  and^l«rger,  until  the  whole 
toopf^iHrouldi  appear  to  be  full  ofbalK  ;  I  could  neither  see  nor 
think  of  anything  but  balls.  I  tried  to  engage  my  mind  with  the 
Sairk^'sMUoody  tbe  pneeions  piiomiBe,  biit  atl  was  of  no  avail.  I 
WQiiid  leave  >aff,'  ikhen  b^gin  again,  but  there  was  nothing  but  balls, 
balls,  balls  that  I  could  see,  my  hands  turning  into  balls,  the  room  ftill 
of  b^ijft.f  irm^ieaoedthisstjc^ several  pei?^one,  bat  they  could  make 
notbing  ofit,i«DdiW%t' they;  tlK>uight:6r  made  of  me  I  know  not. 
Thifl;te«^t«t^miblfowfed  me/for'ajoiag  time,  \^henatlastit  left  me. 
ItUink  thti*/was({o«fc0sof  the  '^^ strange  things"  which  happen  unto 
the  children  of  God. 
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After  I  had  got  rid  of  the  temptation  of  the  balls  I  had  another, 
especially  wtfcn  Engaged  fii'.prayer.*  These  temptations  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  poor  tried  children  of  God.  I  expect  to  be  laughed 
at  for  relating  them,  but  let  Job's  friend's  mocK  on ;  for  I  do  no 
expectanytnercy  from  any-of  them.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  ab- 
undant pardon,  unmerited  trieiicy,  eternal,  electing,  and  unchanging 
love  of  my  Almighty  Saviour  and  everlasting  Friend  Jesus  Christ. 
Therefore,  you  happy  young  men  and  lovely  young  women,  and  old 
wives  too,  who  can  make  such  sweet-worded,  beautiful  prayers,  and 
carry  all  before  you,  let  me  in  faithfulness  tell  you  that  if  you  Jiave 
never  been  brought  to  **  the  place  of  stopping  of  mouths,"  that  if 
.  you  have  never  been  shut  up  and  not  able  to  come  forth,  that  if 
you  have  never  been  posessed  of  a  dumb  devil,  wicked  derilj^  an 
unclean  devil^  and  that  if  your  arguments  in  prayer  are  not 
fetched  from  the  finished  work  of  Christ,  the  devil  is  exceedingly 
proud  of  your  flowery  language.  Yes,  Satan  himself  rejoices  over 
you  and  your  religion.  Your  righteousness  is  filthy  rags,  your  de- 
votion is  in  the  flesh,  and  you  are  still  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and 
bond  of  iniquity.  The  very  light  which  is  in  you  is  total  darkness; 
therefore  **  how  great  is  that  darkness !"  True  prayer  is  often  found 
where  the  soul  is  shut  up  without  one  word  to  say. 

*  We  do  not  think  this  temptation  is  fit  foi;  puhlication.  but  should  any  o£  our  brethren 
in  the  Lord  feel  anxious  to  know  of  what  it  consisted,  we  shall  be  glad  to  write  them  pri- 
rately.  No  doubt  many  of  the  Lord's  children  have  suffered  from  the  same,  or  others  equally 
bad,  but  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  benefit  derived  by  their  publicity.  For  our  part, 
we  could  fill  a  volume  upon  the  grossest  description  of  temptations*  but  we  feel  no  pleasure 
in  their  enumeration,  either  in  our  pulpit  ministrations  or  literary  productions.  The  more 
excellent  way  Christ  we  feel  fully  assured  is  an  infinitely  better  subject  The  Word  speaks 
of  manifold  temptations)'*  and  few  there  are  of  the  Loi^d's  children  who  could  not  speak  of 
them  too :  but  to  particularize,  especially  concerning  the  more  abominable  kind,  we  do  not 
think  it  either  needful  or  useM.  Many  imagine  that  if  a  man  does  not  make  nature's 
pollution  and  the  devil's  temptations  his  leading  subjects  he  is  entirely  out  of  the  secret, 
and  is  not  qualified  to  either  preach  or  write  ;  but  we  beg  to  differ  from  these.  Jeiyis  and 
the  resurrection,  love,  blood,  and  salvation,  in  an  infinitely  better  subject  Heaviness  tiirough 
manifold  temptations  we  have  experienced  again  and  again ;  but  the  way  of  escape  is  the 
grand  thing  afier  alL  There  are  many  men  who  can  write  and  speak  of  Adam's  corruption 
and  the  deal's  temptation  continuously  \Kirho  know  little,  if  anything,  of  Jesus  and  fi!s  blood. 
Paul  said  that  he  was  determined  to  luiow  nothing  among  men  but  Jesus  Christ  and  Him 
crucified  ;  and  this  resolve  was  not  occasioned  by  his  non-knowledge  of  his  heart's  coemptions 
or  Satan's  wily  temptations  ;  for  the  great  Apostle  was  not  ignorant  of  his  devices*  Our 
opinion  of  the  matter  is  just  this.  Thos^  who  know  the  most  of  their  nature's  dejglement, 
and  Satan's  fiery  darts,  will  be  the  first-pif  delivered — to  speak  of  Christ  and  His  great 
salvation,  and  the  last  to  speak  of  self  ai^d  therdevll.  And  what  4^e^.  d9i.^$jy  of  thd  flesh 
and  its  abominations,  of  Satan  and  ^is  ten-thousand  windings^  will  b^  in  onW-to  eaaedt  Him 
who  is  •;      ■    }  ■•    '     ' 

'•  Death -bf  death's  and  hell's  destruction  !" 


/. 


r 

'   {To  be  continued,) 
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H 


This  precious  word,  this  glorious  shall. 

Declares  that  ike  el«of, 
In  numbers  gr^it,  do  viw^  Qmk.telU    .  .    : 
WjU  eyerlaating  praises  sweU,       .f  »    , 

feyond  wBat  they  expect.    "       •    -  '  • 

*s  shall  is  suclj  a.  brMeu  laraH^  |  | . ,  i ,  •  . . 

p  time  can  it  deface,  ^  ' 
NtfrWlhe  gtoruhd  can  ft  e*cr  dropi,  •'     '  '    • 
BoitaWkya  1m  b  migtyty  (nAp-      ■    . 
.So  lBiai4  j»  ohjQ^eii  raoa, 

Ift^'siAdiiglkt  oa:  earth.  In  bel),  oau'MEtaiA- 

'  i^fpsf  ^mi{^  f M/ } 
But  f^  must  fall  throughout  the  land, 
TJiDUj^h  (Countless  as  the  oeean  sand, 

^MtVb  its  BWeeping  swelL 

^at  puny  arm  can  e'er  prevent 
-  The  thtUU  and  ioiSs  of  God, 
And  Tain's  the  daily  breath  that's  spent, 
In  making  straight  what  God  hath  bent. 
By  creatures  of  the  sod. 

His  Word  is  such  a  door  to  hell. 
No  blood-bought  saint  can  go  : 
'Tis  &8ten*d  up  so  mighty  well. 
And  proof  ftgamst  at!  shot  and  shell 
Of  the  infernal  foe. 


Margate,  18^6^. 


.  Tis  Christ  the  Lamb  who  holds  the  key, 
T"e  fliVdurfed  h«irs  ^f  hesten  ;  ■ 

•  And)  blen  Jd^s  nsmv^  HsW  make  jtm  wee 
,](p.  B.im  th«  great  Ktenu^  Thnee, 
And  all  your  sins  forgiven. 

. .  0,  y99t  yh^n  tima  shall  be  no  K9ce, 
Hell  make  you  reign-above, 

And  love,  and  praise,  and  sing,  adore, 

Jesitf  i\iB  Laidb  for  evemart, 
Who  it  aternal  howA 


■Lov^^s  sea  ^<m%l  tHen  bAtho  hi  end  vi«w 

Th»  glo];y  aU  around  ^ 
And  drink  old  wine,  and  sing  songs  new. 
With  all  the  lov'd  and  chosen  few. 

Who  are  in  Jesiis  fatnd* 

My  soul  doth  wrestle  at  the  thought, 

And  longs  to  bound  away, 
To  join  the  saiate  that  Ohrist  hatb  bought. 
In  that  rich  robe  which  He  hath  wrought. 

To  wear  through  endless  day. 

No  other  theme  is  half  so  sweet. 

To  my  immortal  soul. 
As  all  the  Church  in  Christ  complete* 
And  settled  in  their  heavenly  seat. 

Whilst  in  Love's  arms  they  roll. 

A.  w. 


'iij 
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THE  SORROW  OF  CHRIST. 


Wa&,e^er  sourow  such  as  thinfi, 

^J  precious  Iiord  and  God, 
"Wi^i^iVthou  didst  bear  my  aia  and,  crime, 

.Api.ftted.^hy;  vital  blood  1 

^Wi^t  Vtattfhl  ai^er  oh  thee  fell  V 
Ifhfit  vcnj^tice  press'd  thee  sore! 

TKb  biiiling:  fire  of  ra^ng  hell 
FttfcM'Mdod  fit>m  every  pore. 

TMrll^loddliBAll  sveaft  fell mti^ng  'doMm^ 
'  -Tfcy  h«W%'Waft»'<oi«i'ttB{d  »6lM'fv  h    •  ■ 
And  more  than  that,  thy  Father's  frown 
Was  felt  'till  wrath  was  spent 

The  Intter  cup,  so  void  of  sweet. 
With  love  intense,  was  drain'd. 

And  when  on  thee  our  sins  did  meet, 
Thou  never  once  complain'd. 


i'    0 


1  .1 


No  mortal  language  can  convey 

The  horrors  of  thy  mind. 
When  thou  in  agony  didst  pmy, 

And  could  ao  oomiort  £nd« 

*^was  lieavinesa  within  thy  heart, 
! ,.  ilhat  made  it  stoop  indeed ; 
.  Wben  love  and  ;^ngej;  threw^the  dart, 
J,'  jl^flu  di<iilt  itii sorrow  bleed, 

'^The  ^ratbof  Bod,  the  rage  of  hell, 
'  '  Insults  from  firiend  and  foe. 
On  thee,  my  precious  Jesus,  fell. 
And  caof'd  thee  bitter  woe. 

Was  ever  sorrow  such  as  thine  1 

Was  ever  grief  so  great  1 
My  precious  Jesus,  what  are  mine  ? 

They're  not  a  feather's  weight 

A.  w. 
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A  REVIEW.     ■ 

A  Monument  of  Mercy  \  ctr^  Diime  fdv&rs  in  Pr&viSence  and  GracCf 
from  a  Covenant  God^  mcmi felted  in  the  XAfe  and  Experienise 
of    Ihomtis    RuMselly    Minister  of  the   Gospel,     Rotherfield, 
Sussex.    London:  Collingridge,  Aldersgate  Street 

I^Seconb  Notice.] 

With  much  pleasure  we  resume  our  notice  of  this  boob,  and  tQ 
confirm  to  our  readers  what  we  said  of  it  last  month  we  give  one  more 
extract,  which  the  real  children  will  acknowledge  to  be  a  precious 
one.     It  is  a  part  of  the  account  of  the  author's  deliverance. 

About  a  week  before  the  Lord  delivered  me,  I  bad  Bach  an  nncommoii  spirit  of  pisyor 
and  supplication  poured  out  upon  me,  that  I  spent  many  hours  upon  my  knees  that  week» 
beseeching  the  Lord  with  tears  to  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  make  known  to  me  His  great 
salvation.  Night  and  day  I  felt  as  if  I  could  not  rest  without  being  at  a  throne  of  grace»  t* 
supplicate  His  divine  Majesty  to  reveal  His  dear  Son,  to  me  ;  for  I  ccmld  not  forget  the 
solemn  sight  I  had  had  of  His  death  and  sufferings,  but  I  wanted  to  know  that  it  was  done 
fox  me.  At  the  end  of  the  week,  as  the  Lord  did  not  appear,  my  heart  sank  withinf  ipe 
through  fear  I  should  never  find  the  Pearl  of  great  price.  I  went  to  chapel  on  Sundays 
filled  with  grief  and  sorrow,  and  came  away  as  bad,  or  worse ;  and  on  the  road  home  I  cooid 
not  refrain  from  weeping,  and  crying  out,  "  Oh,  precious  Jesus,  did  I  but  know  thee  I  Oil 
that  I  could  say.  Thou  art  mine,  and  I  am  thine  !'*  When  I  arrived  home,  which  was  whh 
some  dijB&culty,  for  I  felt  ill  in  body  and  much  cast  down  in  my  soul,  my  body  felt  wom-oat 
through  affliction,  and  my  soul  was  weary  of  her  complaint.  When  getting  to  bed  I  thought^ 
What  a  forlorn  wretch  I  am  without  a  knowledge  that  Jesus  shed  His  precious  blood  for 
me  !  aud  if  I  die,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  going  to  heaven  or  hell !  My  sorrow  was 
great  and  my  heart  was  full  of  grief,  and  as  I  laid  dOwn  I  felt  as  if  I  could  never  arise  from 
my  bed  again  unless  the  Lord  would  speak  peace  to  my  soul ;  but  being  tired,  I  so<xi  fell 
asleep,  yet  awoke  early  in  the  morning  in  anguish  tod  distress,  lookinguponmyself  as  akA 
sinner  without  mercy.  In  thii  state  I  felt  as  if  J  could  not  lie  in  bed|  but  must  arise  to  eafl 
upon  God  to  have  mercy  upon  me.  I  got  up  on  my  bed,  and  fell  upon  my  knees  to  beg  Sat 
mercy ;  and  the  Lord,  who  has  promised  to  <*  regaSrd  the  prayer  of  the  destltate  and  not 
despise  their  prayer  "  (Fsahn  cii.  17),  was  near  at  hand,  for  I  had  not  been  upon  my  knee^ 
long  before  a  light  of  the  glory  of  Qod,  in  the  fiuse  of  Jesus  Christ  shone  into  my  heart,  and 
filled  me  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  gl(»ry^  My  guilt,  skis,  and  fears  were  all  taken 
away,  and  simk  from  my  conscience  like  lead  in  the  mighty  waAeis,  imder  the  pcedoi» 
flo wings  into  my  soul  of  the  blood  of  Christ  that  oleanseth  from  all  sin.  My  conscieBce  waa 
purged  from  sin,  guilt,  and  iniqalty  by  U)e  sprinkling  of  stonfaig  Uood*  In- the  full  assnraaos 
of  faith  I  drew  near  the  Lord,  and  cried,  *<  Abba,  Father,  my  JUorfl,  andmy  Qiod,>  *  theBpirilt 
bearing  witness  with  my  spirit^  iSm^},  waa.a  chiUid  of  <t(od ;  and  if  a  child,  then  <  an  •  -heir  of 
God,  and  joint-heir  wi^  Christ  (^^om*  viii  \%  17)»  The ^eaoe.  of  0Dd  that  floirad  intotmy 
heart  is  indescribable*  The  lore  of  God.waa  shed  abroad  In  my  heaHy  m^  aoidfiUed  widt 
gladness,  and  a  new  song  put  i^to  iny!  moBth*  I  felt  ovecoomd  wijkh  pardoBing'  ibta  HsbA 
mercy  to  me>  &o  vile  a  8innerD.thA>t  my  heart!  was.bvoken  with  goodness^  at- that 3  .'Vwptlika 
a  child  for  the  mercy  I  had  found.  I  looked.  V^  and  th«ttght  I  waa  in  a  neiw  ^rid ;  my 
soul  was  led  to  view  that  precious  covenant  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure.  Such  a  fflorious 
view  did  I  have  of  the  blessed  covenant  of  grace  as  I  never  shall  forget.  I  felt  lost  m  won- 
der, for  it  was  as  if  I  was  with  my  Lord,  and  He  was  showing  me  that  covenant  wherein 
He  chose  my  soul  as  a  vessel  of  mercy,  and  how  He  had  secured  my  salvation  from 
eternity,  and  blessed  me  with  all  spiritual  blessings,  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  foundation 
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of  the  world.  I  saw  that  my  CoTenant  Head,  Christ  Jesus,  was  set  np  from  eTerlasting 
as  my  glorious  Deliyerer,  and  One  that  had  redeemed  me  finom  sin,  death,  and  helL 
The  blessed  Spirit.  I  beheld  in  this  coTenant  had  engaged  to  be  my  Qnickener,  Bn- 
lightener,  and  blessed  Interpreter,  and  One  that  'would  take  of  the  things  of  Jesus,  and 
reveal  them  to  my  soul  (John  xri.  14)«  Thus  I  saw  the  love  of  the  blessed  Trinity  was 
set  upon  me  from  everlasting.  I  wept  aitid  cf  led,  blevsed  and  praised  the  covenant  God  of 
Israel,  when  the  whole  of  my  experience  was  brought  to  my  view,  and  I  could  see  the  in- 
finite wisdom  of  the  Lord  Jehovah  in  His  dealings  with  me,  and,  in  feelings  of  joy  and 
gladness,  blessed  His  precious  name  for  leading  me  hy  a  right  way  to  a  city  of  habitation. 
The  way  th«  dear  Lord  had  led  me,  I  saw  was  a  right  way.  His  preserving,  shielding, 
and  encouraging  mercies,  that  had  been  manifssted  towards  ute  in  timet  of  trouble^  were 
brought  to  my  view,  and  in  all  could  I  trace  the  &iger  of  God,  which  broke  my  heart  with 
gratitude  and  thanksgiving  to  the  best  of  all  beings.  I  cried  out,  "  It  is  a  right  way,  Lord, 
Thou  hast  led  me,  for  thy  chastening  was  for  my  profit,  that  I  might  be  a  partaker  of  Thy 
holiness.**  Hy  soul  was  now  brought  to  mount  Zion,  the  city  of  ^e  living  GK>d,  and  peace 
and  pardon  flowed  into  my  soul ;  and  the  Lord  said,  "  Fear  not ,  for  I  have  redeemed  theei 
then  art  mine  "  (Isa.  xliii.  1).  Hy  soul  was  filled  with  rapture  ;  and,  feeling  the  love  of 
6fed»  in  a  holy  eotasy  of  praise  I  broke  out  in  blessing  and  praising  the  Lord.  I  sat  down 
on  the  bed,  and  said,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  bless  His  holy 
name.  Praise  Him,  birds  ;  praise  Him,  everything  that  hath  breath  ;  praise  Him,  ye  hosts 
of  heaven :  let  everything  Mess  His  holy  name.  Bless  Him,  0  my  souL"  I  sat  on  the 
bed  with  tears  rolling  down  my  cheeks,  and  cried,  "  Bless  Him  !  bless  Him  !"  &&,  till  my 
strength  was  neariy  exhausted.  I  looked  for  my  sins,  my  trouble,  and  fears  that  I  had  on 
account  of  them,  but  they  were  gone,  no  more  to  return,  and  I  enjoyed  the  sweetness  of  the 
Lord's  promise  to  Israel :  "  In  those  days,  and  in  that  time,  saith  the  Lord,  the  iniquity  of 
Israel  shall  be  sought  for,  and  there  shall  be  none  ;  and  the  sins  of  Judah,  and  they  shall 
not  be  found  ;  for  I  will  pardon  them  whom  I  reserve"  ( Jer.  L  20) {  Everything  was  calm 
and  serene  ;  not  a  dog  of  fallen  nature  was  suffered  to  move  his  tongue  against  me ;  and 
my  precious  Redeemer,  with  .garments  dyed,  glorious  in  His  apparel,  travelling  in  the  great- 
ness of  His  strength,  speaking  in  righteousness,  as  One  mighty  to  save  (Isa.  Ixiii.  1).  This 
dear  Redeemer  was  with  me.  and  by  fiiith  I  beheld  Him  bearing  my  sins  in  His  own  body, 
on  the  tree  (1  Peter  ii.  24),  dying  to  redeem  me ;  yea,  delivered  up  for  my  offences,  and 
raised  again  lor  my  justification  before  God.  With  my  heart  I  believed  in  Him,  and  with 
my  month  made  confession  unto  salvation*  I  viewed  Him  as  my  blessed  Intercessor,  Hedi- 
ator,  and  High  Priest ;  as  One  that  had  satisfied  the  righteous  law  of  God  for  me,  and 
gone  to  the  end  of  it  for  righteousness  (Rom.  x.  4).  I  beheld  Him  as  One  that  had  paid 
all  my  debts,  cancelled  the  whole  sum,  and  blotted  out  the  handwriting  that  was^  against 
me  in  the  law  of  Hoses ;  and,  through  believing  in  Him,  I  found  myself  justified  from  all 
things  (Acta  xiii.  30).  Before  this  I  could  not  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for 
salvation ;  bnt  now  I  could  do  no  other  but  believe,  for  I  was  no  longer  shut  up,  but  by  ^th 
was  oome  to  believe  in  Him.  I  looked  upon  Him  whom  I  had  pierced,  and  mourned, *and 
was  in  bitterness  for  what  my  sins  had  done  ,  and  with  weeping  said,  '*  Precious  Jesus, 
what  didst  thou  suffer?  what  didst  thou  endure,  that  I  might  be  saved  1  0  thou  lovely 
J«su%  what  hast  thou  gone  through  to  redeem  my  soul  from  hell !  Oh,  precious  death, 
tiiat  conqnered  all  my  foes  1  yes,  death,  and  him  that  hath  the  power'  of  death,  that  is, 
the  devlL  Oh,  glorious  resurrection  !  when  thou  ascendest  up  on  high,  and  led  captivity 
captive,  and  received  gifts  for  men  ;  yea,  for  the  rebellions  al80*'(P8l.  Ixviii.  18).  Hy 
piscioufl  Lord  was  witii  me  now  in  oommnnien  sweet ;  His  love  filled  my  heart,  while 
vith  my  mouth  I  blessed  and  ptaieed  Him,  and  Called  Him  by  all  the  endearing  names 
that 'I  eoUld  think  oi  I  wanted  no  more  company  than  this,  for  it  was  as  if  my  heaven 
i«8  begiijL:  below.  I  was  swallowed  up  in  such  overwhelming  love  that  I  hardly  knew 
where  I  wemy  for  I  staj^d  m.  my  bedroom  tiH  lat*  in  the  forenoon,  blessing  and  praising 
the  totskioRt  God  of  larael ;  8ometim«Gi  crying,  soitietimes  singing,  and  sometimes  laughing ; 
and  aU  ifliis  without  any  clotbeson,  ht  I  had  nolthM  to  think  about  that  This  ectasy 
of  joy-  was  -such,  ^t  1  thought  the  Lord  was  abdttt  to  take  me  to  Hhnself,  and  my  happy 
ssui  warsebowtto  enter  the  portelt  of  everlasting  bliss. 
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THE  LORD  IS  GOOD. 

Indeed  He  is,  and  great  cause  have  all  the  living  children  to  bless 
and  praise  His  name  daily  for  causing  His  goodness  to  pass  before 
them.  There  never  was  a  time  when  it  might  oe  said  that  He  was  not 
good  to  His  sons  and  daughters.  He  was  good  to  them  in  eternity 
in  the  Son  of  His  love  in  blessing  them  with  all  spiritual  blessings, 
and  securing  for  them  a  standing  in  Him  above  the  ruins  of  thefalL 
Kent  commences  one  of  his^  grand  and  glorious  hymns  by  say ing, 

"  Sav'd  from  the  danmiog  power  of  sin, 

The  law's  tremendons  curse. 
Well  now  the  sacred  song  begin 

Where  God  began  with  us.*' 

Well,  then,  that  must  have  been  in  eternity.  Even  then  He  knew 
that  His  thoughts  were  thonghts  of  peace  and  not  of  evil,  that  He 
was  determined  to  make  all  sure  and  secure  on  our  behalf,  and  not 
withhold  one  good  thing  from  us  in  Jesus«  The  Lord  has  had 
witnessesB  of  His  goodness  in  all  ages,  and  He  will  continue  to  have 
down  to  the  end  of  time.  He  deals  with  His  children  according  to 
His  goodness  at  all  times,  but  they  often  fail  in  discovering  it. 
Instead  of  blessing  and  praising  His  name  fer  His  goodness,  there 
is  a  finding  fault  with  all  His  righteous  dispensations;  and  too 
often,  Uke  Jonah  at  the  loss  of  his  gourd,  think  that  they  do  well  to 
be  angry :  but  the  Lord  makes  them  feelingly  prove  that  He  does 
well  in  not  cutting  them  off  for  their  baseness.  How  true  are 
the  lines  of  dear  Hart  wherein  he  says, 

*'  Were  not  thy  love  as  firm  as  free, 

Thou  soon  woiild'st  take  it,  Lord,  from  me." 

Bless  His  name,  **  He  is  in  one  mind,  and  none  can  turn  Him  ;** 
and  He  says  to  His  wayward  children,  "  I  change  not ;  therefore 
ye  sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed."  So  Rood  was  tho  Lord  to  re- 
bellious Jonah,  that  Kent  found  his  mind  Ted  to  write— 

*'  When  Jonah  from  His  presence  fled* 
He  smote  the  gourd,  but  not  (his  head." 

Nof  the  Lord  W9a  too  good  to  take  vengeance  npon  him,  although 
he  justly  deserved  it$  and,  ehiW  of  God,  has  it  not  b^en  so  with 
you?  Have  you  not  proved  Him  to  be  a  God  longsiifferiiigp 
How  good  baa  He  beeo  to  you,  and  yet  how  cmminetful  ?  Gratitude 
of  heart  and  thaiikfubegs  of' soul  you  have  t6  prove  to  be  Hi4 
special  gifts.  Wiien  H«  inelts  you  down,  under  A  feeling  sense  i>t 
His  goodness,  then,  and  hoe  'tiit  then,  can  you  sing, 

**  'Tm  joy  enougii,  toy  alUn  ail. 

At  thy  6eu  fsetrto  lie  i  ■  -  ' 

Thou  wilt  not  let  me  lower  £aU, 

And  none  can  higher  fly." 

Editor. 
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THE  WAY  HE  HATH  LED  ME. 

{Continued /rom  page  127). 

My  sou)  >  has  been  as  full  of  the  Lord's  love  and  goodness  in 
"  Beulah  "  pulpit  as  it  possibly  could  be.  Times  ana  again  has 
heaven  been  let  down  into  my  heart,  or  my  heart  taken  up  into 
heaven;  Never  did  I  preach  a  premeditated  sermon  in  '*  Beulah  " 
chapel.  In  the  sight  of  a  heart-searching  and  reins-trying  God  I 
can  say  that  I  knew  no  more  than  my  hearers  from  moment  to 
moment  Vhat  I  was  to  say,  and  never  but  in  one  instance  did  I 
attempt  to  make  the  least  preparation  for  the  pulpit  (page  177, 
Vol  iv.),  unless  it  was  reading  the  Word,  and  sighing,  crying,  and 
groaning  to  the  Lord  to  give  me  mouth,  matter,  and  wisdom. 
Again  and  again  have  I  begged  of  the  Lord  not  to  allow  me  to 
think  of  one  word  that  I  should  say,  but  never  have  I  proved  Him 
a  Wreo  wild^rne^  oi  dry  desert.  Strength  for  the  day  t  have 
^way&  had ;.  otittlieir  lor  the  pulpit .  has  always  been  granted ;  to- 
gc^KiVv^lb  a  mooth  aud  wisdom  thatnnyaclvdrBarieshad  no  power 
^^S^f^f'^n  ne$iat.  Tc«mbUng  ihough  Ibave  gone  to  the  worlc,  the 
^or^^a^i  e^mbQldeii^d  DAQ  vviiijle  in  jbhe  \^ork;  atid  thoi^h  the  least 
^^£  W'.'"^^>  ^<9  f^ar^apd- qiiafc^'befere  commencing,  neither 
naen  nor  devils  could  d^nttt,  nay  eoiiDage>  or  lessen  my  confidence, 
after  the  Lord  has  strengthened  me  by  the  Spirit's  might  in  the 
inner  man«  When  His  blessed  powet  was  felt,  when  His  gracious 
presence  was  realized,  I  was  more  than  a  match  for  all  my  foes. 
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whether  inward  or  outward.  I  could  then  preach  the  Word  with 
boldness,  no  man  forbidding  me.  Like  a  giant  refreshed  as  with 
new  wine  has  it  often  been  my  privilege  to  be ;  and  I  have  ever  found 
that  when  the  Lord  gives  quietness,  none  can  cause  trouble.  When 
He  speaks,  the  winds  are  hushed ;  the  waters  are  stilled,  and  a  holy 
calm  is  realized.  *^  He  ruleth  the  raging  of  the  sea ;  when  the 
waves  thereof  arise,  He  stilleth  them."  He  alone  can  bind  the 
floods  from  overflowing;  for  all  power  is  in  His  hand,  both  in 
heaven  and  upon  earth.  He  is  King  in  Zion,  and  where  His  Word 
is  there  is  power.  '*  When  the  enemy  cometh  in  like  a  flood,  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifteth  up  a  standard  against  him  ;"  so  that  by 
strength  can  no  man  or  devil  prevail.  All  His  saints  are  in  His 
hand,  in  His  ej^e,  and  in  His  heart.  He  will  see  to  their  ever 
lasting  well-being.  Not  a  hair  of  their  head  shall  perish,  not  a 
need  shall  go  unsupplied.  He  will  still  the  enemy  and  the  avenger ; 
He  will  reign  and  rule  down  all  their  foes;  for  He  has  been  known 
to  reprove  kings  for  their  sakes,  saying,  "  Touch  not  mine  anointed, 
and  do  my  prophets  no  harm."  He  has  promised  to  deliver  in  six 
troubles,  and  also  says,  **  In  seven  there  shall  no  evil  touch  thee." 
So  that  all  His  blood-bought  family  have  a  guarantee  from  the 
bottom  of  His  own  heart  for  their  eternal  well-being  and  safety ; 
and  "  because  He  could  swear  by  no  greater,  He  hath  sworn  by 
Himself;  that,  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  is  impossible 
for  God  to  lie,  that  the  heirs  of  promise  might  have  strong  consol- 
ation, who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  of  the  hope  set  before 
them ;""  which  hope  maketh  not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of 
God  is  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  given 
unto  them."  And  each  and  all  shall  be  enabled  to  say  in  His  own 
good  time,  **  God  is  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very  present  help 
in  trouble.  Therefore  will  we  not  fear,  though  the  earth  be  re- 
moved,  and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the 
sea."  This  is  the  language  of  holy  triumph  in  Christ,  and  to  such 
it  may  well  be  said,  "  Happy  art  thou,  0  Israel ;  who  is  like  unto 
thee,  O  people,  saved  by  the  Lord  !"  These,  and  these  alone,  can 
shout  *'  Victory  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,"  and  yet  how  many 
of  them  fear  that  they  shall  one  day  perish  by  the  hand  of  Saul; 
but  this  shall  never  be ;  for  the  house  of  Saul  grows  weaker  and 
weaker,  while  the  house  of  David  gets  stronger  and  stronger; 
** whose  house  are  we,"  "who  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  salvation."    Indeed, 

*^The  feeblest  saint  shall  win  tJie  day, 
Though  death  and  hell  obstruct  the  way*'' 

**  For  the  righteous  shall  hold  on  his  way ;"  and  ;'*say  ye  unto  the 
righteous  that  it  shall  be  well  with  Him  ;"  and  as  it  is  well  with  the 
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Head,  it  must  be  well  with  the  more  feeble  members,  because  they 
are  necessary.     Therefore, 

"  What  cteering  words  are  these  I 

Their  sweetness  who  can  tell  ? 
In  time,  and  to  etenial  daysj 

'Tis  with  the  xighteons  well/' 

My  regular  congregation  consisted  principally  of  dear  Trig^s' 
old  hearers,  and  I  must  say  that,  as  a  rule,  I  found  them  not  only 
professors,  but  real  possessors.     They  knew  what  they  heard,  and 
nothing  short  of  God's  truth  would  satisfy  them ;  and  this  not  in 
the  letter,  but  in  the  power  of  God's  Spirit.      These  can  testify— 
those  of  them  who  are  not  gone  the  way  of  all  flesh — of  His  doc- 
triue  dropping  as  the  rain,  and  His  speech  distilling  as  the  dew. 
Why  our  late  brother's  members  made  "  Beulah  "  their  home  was, 
most  of  them  were  aged  and  could  not  travel  so  far  as  Crosby 
Row,  Borough.     But  he  only  lived  a  little  over  twelvemonths  after 
the  Lord,  brought  me  to  settle  in  London.      Many  said  that  I  was 
his  mimic,  and  knew  nothing  but  that  which  I  had  received  from 
him.    What  cause  had  they  for  such  a  report?      I  know  of  none, 
unless  it  was  on  account  of  the  Lord  having  taught  me  the  same 
truths  in  measure  as  He  taught  dear  Triggs.     This  report  was 
freely  circulated  by  men  who  professed  to  be  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel.   But  what  ground  had  they  for  spreading  it  abroad  ?      Some 
said — which  was  generally  believed  even  among  those  who  received 
our  testimony — that  I  had  been  a  hearer  of  our  late  brother :  there- 
fore ran  into  his  line  of  things.      All  I  can  say  about  the  matter  is 
this,  that  I  never  heard  dear  Triggs  but  once,  and  never  spoke  to 
him  but  once ;  and  his  sermon  did  not  occupy  more  than  fifteen 
minutes,  and  our  converse  did  not  last  two ;  so  that  I  must  have 
been  unusually  quick,  and  made  the  most  of  my  time,  or  I  had 
never  profited  so  much  under  him.     But  what  was  said  about  me 
in  this  respect  never  caused  me  one  moment's  uneasiness ;  for  I 
well  knew  at  what  school  I  had  been  trained,  and  who  my  blessed 
teacher  had  been ;  and  I  could  say  with  Job,  "  Who  teacheth  like 
Him?"     'Ihe  Lord  had  taught  me  His  own  truth,  by  the  power  of 
His  own  Spirit,  in  the  depths  of  trouble  and  chequered  pathway 
rf  tribulation ;   and  what  He   had  been  pleased  to  teach  me  in 
ficcret.  He  graciously  enabled  me  to  proclaim  upon  the  housetop. 
T^e  reader  must  not  suppose  that  I  was  always  proof  against  the 
false  and  evil  reports  which  were  circulated ;    for  this  was  very  far 
from  the  case.      The  Lord  knows  how  I  have  writhed   under  the 
scourge  of  the  tongue ;  how  heaviness  in  my  heart  has  caused  it  to 
stoop  again  and  again. 

W^114oI. remember  an  instance  where   Satan  gained  a  great 
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advantage  over  me,  and  caused  me  to  go  mourning  for  a  fortnight. 
Tt^^as  this.  Mjf -friend  «aiHhbH)tbd*  PicUfworth  had  received  a 
letter  from  a  lady  wlio  stood  high  in  a  profession  who  had  given 
me  a  heaving  ip  ordeir^^  he  i^irfe-^oginBe' an  opinion  of  what  she 
thought  of  Oie.  ,.  In  (hilpd^.^^r^ahc'iaidirfisrtfltiftgly  declared  me  to  be 
a  deceiYerv.  P^rticutei.I  -  mm  i  forget  ;i  but  I  shall  never  forget  the 
eflfect  her  lifter  hid  op  i»©  wbeb.  iny  hirother  told  me  of  it.  He 
hesitated  some  time  before  be.  tdd- aw,  '  and  I  have?  nd 'dOubt 
had  he  known  ivhaft  mipd  aguish  it  would  -cause  me,  he  had  bever 
said  award  For  on,e.  ^wrtnight,'  under  the  cruel  insinuations  of 
Satan,.my  swl  was  in  agony*  Paiges  could  I  fill  in  giving  a?  feint 
description  of  what  I  passed  tbrough.  But  strffice  it  to  say, '  that 
like  all  oth^r. exercises  it  proved,  to  my  advantage ;  for  though  niy 
enemy  meant  it  for  evil,  tibe  Lord  meant  it  for  good.  Wh^t  Efs- 
kinesays  In  one  of  bis  gospel  verses  would  well  apply  in  this 
case: 

''  They  deal  to  me  a  desperate  stroke, 
Which  sends  me  to  the  living  Rock  : 
They  make  me  lonj^  for  Canaan's  banks^ 
But  sure  I  owe  them  little  thanks.*' 

After  being  tossed  about  as  with  a  tempest  14  days  the  Lord  was 
pleased  to  give  me  much  liberty  on  the  Sunday  morning  in  the 
pulpit,  and  enabled  me  to  bear  a  faithful  testimony  to  His  almighty 
power  in  delivering  my  soul  from  the  pit  of  corruption,  and  bringing 
it  up  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  Warmed  in- 
deed was  tny  heart  when  I  was  enabled  to  tell  the  people  the  efiect 
of  the  application  of  blood  to  my  conscience,  how  it  took  away  all 
my  sin  and  guilt ;  so  much  so  that  I  could  not  bring  it  back.  In- 
deed I  could  join  dear  Kent  in  singing, 

'*  Now  free  from  sin  I  walk  at  large, 
This  Breaker's  blood's  my  sours  dischaigv  •' 
Content,  at  His  dear  feet,  I  lay, 
A  sinner  sared,  and  homage  pay.** 

After  the  service,  a  woman  came  into  the  vestry  and  testified  to 
having  heard  the  Word  that  morning  with  the  holy  Ghost  sent 
down  from  heaven.  Her  heart  and  soal  seemed  all  on  fire ;  and 
well  do  I  remember  h^r  saying,  "  I  can  bear  my  testimony  to 
your  being  a  sent  servant  of  God ;  for  He  has  carried  the  Word 
home  with  almighty  powqr  tQ  ray  soul."  I  replied,  "All  are  not 
of  your  opinion ;  for  a  lacjy  Wrote  to  a  friend  of  mine  a  few  weeks 
ago,  and  declared  me  ,to  be  a  deceiver.'*  «*Send  htt  to  me,'* 
says  she.  .   .  !  ,  -  ' 

Now,  I  did  not  really  »need;  this  testimony  from  this  womAn  'that 
morning ;  for^the  Lord  had  $o  blessed  me  with  the  witness  within^ 
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that  I  feared  not  ten-*thousand  women  or  devils.     Tbe  witness  of 
man  majr  be  great,  but  the-wiitncss  of>»iy  God  was  greater.     But 
it  seems  very  wonderful  thut  as  by  a  woman  I  was  condemned,  by 
a  woman  I  wiji^  ju$^ed»     The  veader  must  remember  that  I  did' 
notkpow-so  mocii  about  women  professors — though  I  had  good 
cause, , to  knqw  a^eait.deal^^as  ido  nowii     The  Lord  has  in  mucli 
mercy  raised. me  .above  whait  men^  women,  or    devils  may  think 
nowf  so  that  I  heed  them  not.    Let  me  have  his  approbation,  and 
Jam  more  than  satiafiedL    I  But  I  have  bad  to  learn  nardness  as  a 
soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.     With  Paul,  **  as  deceivers,  yet  true :   cast 
dowq,  but. not  destroyed,'*  has-  been  and  is  our  lot;   and  I  know  ' 
that  <<  the  lot  is  cast  into  the  lap,  and  the  whole  disposal  thereof  is  of 
the  Lord.'*     And  with  dear  Paul  I  can  feelingly  say,  "  Thanks  be 
to  God  who  always  causeth  us  to  triumph  in  Christ"      Defeat  in 
myself  I  often  have,  but  in  Him  never.      Indeed  I  can  at  this 
moment  shout  "  Victory  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  !" 

I  do  think  that  the  afore-mentioned  lady  must  have  possessed 
no  small  share  of  presumptive  confidence  to  denounce  me  as  a  de- 
ceiver in  such  unqualified  terms.  It  will  be  her  mercy  if  she 
is  taught  the  truth  Dy  the  same  Spirit  as  instructed  me.  What- 
ever she  might  be  in  God's  account,  or  in  her  own  estimation,  she 
was  very  little  in  my  mind  after  my  God  had  disproved  all  that 
she  had  said.  If  she  belongs  to  the  Lord,  sooner  or  later,  she 
will  be 

"  Sorry  she  ever  did  write  inch  a  letter.** 

The  person  who  can  confidently  denounce  a  sent  servant  of  God 
will  never  be  envied  by  me.  «  Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do 
my  prophets  no  harm,"  saith  the  Lord :  and  He  will  see  to  it  that 
they  shall  not  be  rcughly  treated  with  impunity.  I  consider  that 
one  female  hypocrite  in  the  Church  will  do  more  mischief  than 
TWENTfY  men-  Woman  was  lin  the  tmnsgression^  and  she  is  de- 
termined to  stick  to  transgressiog ;  awd  I  beHeve  that  God's  sent 
servants  in  all  ages  have  suffered  more  ftatn  them  than  from  men 
to  an  infinite  degree.  On  the  other' hand.-  Women  who  are 
favoured  of  Gods  and  who  are^  the  T^al^danghtet's  of  Abraham, 
shine  iiipr^  Iprjightly  ia  tbe  way  of  fei|.h»  thati 'do  men.  I  believe 
tha(  jiie  |en;iale  pordpn  of  the.  real  Cburfch  of  Gted  know  more  of 
coiiMn^i^jj  with  Christ  than  the.  male.  ->  Btit  these  are  characterized 
by  being  '*  swift  to  hear  "  of  Him  whom  their  souls  love,  "  and  slow 
to  sp^j^k  ^  of,  .tt^emsel.ves;'  These,  are  not  ■  the  "  tattling  women  ** 
that  bur,  ^rptber  West  of  Wioohekea'  oftfen  speaks  of;  but  real 
daughteirs'of  Abraham,  who  esteem  others  better  than  themselves. 
Of  these  I  feel  I  cannot  speak  too  well ;  but  of  the  others,  I  am 
puzzled  to  find  language  to  portray  their  proper  likeness.      Solo- 
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inaa  said  that  a  woman  among  a  thousand  he  bad  not  found,  but  a 
man  he  had ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  he  had  a  fair  opportunity  of 
judging;  for  he  had  more  to  do  with  them  than  most  men. 

My  reader  must  not  suppose  that  females  are  the  only  sex  who 
have  acted  deceitfully  towards  me  during  my  ministerial  career,  for 
that  is  far  from  the  case.  It  was  a  common  saying  among  my 
friends  in  Town,  "Poor  fellow,  really  it  does  seem  his  lot  to  fall 
among  thieves."  This  was  too  true,  and  yet  I  verily  believe  that  I 
have  not  met  with  one  too  many,  or  one  too  bad ;  for  they  have 
been  among  the  hundreds  of  teachers  which  the  Lord  has  em- 
ployed to  learn  me  wholesome  lesssons ;  but  in  each  case,  in  His 
own  good  time,  my  eyes  have  seen  my  teachers;  but  all  the  lime 
that  they  were  hid  in  a  corner,  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  me  to 
behold  them.  Often  have  I  cried  out,  when  under  the  discipline 
of  my  different  teachers,  "  Not  so,  my  Father :"  but  He  has  In- 
variably answered,  "  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it."  So  that  in 
due  time  I  could  cheerftiUy  sing, 

'^'Tis  the  riglit  way,  tliongh  dark  and  roagb, 
liysteiious,  yet  'tis  plain  enongh : 
A  way  that  carnal  reason  hates, 
Although  it  leads  to  heay'n's  bright  gates." 

Many  things  which  I  feel  compelled  to  write  here  I  should  pass  by 
were  it  not  that  they  were  so  interwoven  with'  each  other  that  it  is 
simply  impossible  to  write  a  faithful  account  of  the  Lord's  leadings 
and  dealings  without  naming  them.  As  in  Nature  so  in  Pro- 
vidence ;  there  is  nothing  superfluous ;  but  all  is  in  beautiful 
keeping  with  the  consummate  wisdom  of  Him  who  is  called  *«  The 
only  wise  God  our  Saviour,"  If  our  pathway  is  written  at  all,  it 
ought  to  be  done  with  neither  partiality  nor  hypocrisy;  and  it  is 
often  the  case,  that  the  very  circumstance  that  one  condemns  as 
being  much  better  left  out,  another  blesses  and  praises  the  Lord  for 
ordering  it  to  be  put  in.  How  is  this  ?  I  need  not  answer,  only 
say  this,     *'  One  man's yjwdf  is  another  naan's  p&ison" 

One  Monday  evening  I  noticed  a  strange  man  at  the  prayer 
meeting.  After  the  service  he  came  and  spoke  to  me,  aixi  ex- 
pressad  his  gratitude  to  the  Lord  for  directing  him  to  the  chapel 
and  refreshing  his  weary  soul  while  there.  He  then  told  me  his 
sorrowful  tale  of  adverse  providences  in  a  very  simple  and  straight- 
forward manner.  He  had  just  lost  his  partner  in  life,  had  failed  in 
business,  and  was  entirely  penniless.  True,  he  had  about  £80 
in  the  Reading  Saving's  Bank,  which  up  to  then  he  had  avoided 
touching ;  but  now  he  must,  however  reluctantly,  take  some  out 
for  his  immediate  and  pressing  wants.  But  this  he  could  not  do 
without  giving  a  fortnight's  notice  to  the  Banking  Company.  Well, 
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I  had  no  money  with  me,  but  borrowed  2s.  6d.  of  the  pew-opener, 
and  invited  him  to  my  house  on  the  next  day.  He  came,  when 
both  myself  and  wife  were  much  taken  with  hiir.  He  knew  most 
ministers  of  truth,  and  spoke  very  highly  of  dear  Mr.  Triggs  ;  and 
I  found  him  to  be  one  of  the  most  artless  and  unassuming  men 
that  I  ever  saw.  He  was  diffident  to  a  degree.  My  house  was 
his  home,  with  the  exception  of  sleeping,  for  three  or  four  weeks. 
My  friend  Weston  lent  him  several  little  amounts,  as  also  did  one 
or  two  others.  A  friend  suggested  the  propriety  of  writing  to  the 
Bank  to  know  if  the  dear  man  really  had  an  account  with  them.  I 
thought  it  superfluous ;  but,  however,  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  do 
so.  They  wrote  and  told  me  that  it  was  a  rule  with  them  not  to 
divulge  any  customer's  name  or  amount  of  deposit.  This  was  con- 
sidered to  be  an  acknowledgment  that  he  really  had  an  account 
with  them;  for  though  it  was  a  rule  not  to  divulge  the 
names  of  those  whe  had  an  account,  it  was  no  breach  of  rule  to 
say  if  a  man  had  not.  Day  after  day  passed  away  and  no  money 
was  received  from  the  Bank.  Promise  after  promise  was  given 
that  to-morrow  and  to-morrow  it  would  be  forthcoming ;  but  to- 
morrow always  kept  a  day  a-head,  therefore  beyond  our  reach. 
We  had  had  our  quarterly  collection  at  Beulah  Chape],  and  put 
about  7  pounds  in  silver  m  a  basin  in  a  drawer  in  the  cheffioneer. 
This  was  unlocked,  as  there  were  only  then  myself  and  wife  in  the 
house.  The  silver  went  very  quickly.  We  could  not  understand 
it ;  but  we  kept  no  account,  were  young  housekeepers,  and  thought 
we  really  had  spent  it,  though  we  could  not  tell  how.  Our  guest 
had  not  helped  himself  to  it,  not  likely  ?  Not  for  a  moment  could 
this  thought  be  entertained.  He  was  a  blessed  man  of  God,  knew 
much  of  truth,  could  enumerate  many  trials  and  deliverances; 
therefore  stood  beyond  suspicion's  reach.  How  much  money 
he  borrowed  of  my  friends  and  myself  I  cannot  now  say.  At  last, 
for  certain,  next  Wednesday  he  was  to  receive  his  money  from  the 
Bank,  when  all  creditors  were  to  be  honorably  paid.  Wednesday 
came,  but  our  friend  was  gone,  and  we  have  heard  no  more  of  him 
from  that  day  to  this.  No  doubt  he  went  somewhere  else  and  did 
the  same  thing ;  that  is,  if  so  be  he  could  meet  with  any  so  un- 
suspecting. My  wife  had  a  suspicion  of  him  some  days  before  he 
Scamped ;  but  I  was  in  the  country  at  the  time,  and  did  not  know 
it  Had  it  not  been  for  her  prudence,  I  fthould  have  had  a  bed 
Baade  up  for  him ;  and,  if  I  had,  what  the  eonsequence  would  have 
been  I  cannot  divine ;  for  we  had  about  six  hundred  pounds  in  the 
house  at  the  time.  In  fact,  my  wife  was  some  days  and  nights  in  the 
house  alone  when  I  was  in  the  country ;  but  the  man  did  not  call 
upon  her  but  once,  and  she  felt  quite  a  dread  of  him.      The  Lord 
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was  good  to  u?  in  protecting  us  from ,  this  thirf  aod  robber^  and 
not  allowing  him  to  fleece  us  ujore  than  he  did-  After  this  I  was 
determined  to  be  triofe  cautious,  and  lay  hands  suddenly  on  no 
man.  It  was  often  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  me  to  think  that 
the  Lord  should  allow  canting  hypocrites  to  worm  their  way  into 
my  aflections  as  they  did,  but  it  wag  for  wise  purposes.  Often  have 
I  thought  that  no  man  was  ever  ^o  .pesteied  with  them  as  myself, 
but  no  doubt  that  I  am  mistaken.  Ferhaps  my  reader  is  saying, 
"  And  are  you  free  from  hypocrisy  yourself?**  No,  not  at  all  likely 
that  I  shall  be  all  the  time  I  aiti  in  union  to  the  first  man :  but  I 
can  bless  my  God  that  though  I  am  full  of  hypocrisy,  I  hate  it  as 
much  as  I  hate  the  devil.  Whenever  it  develops  itself  I  possess  a 
a  nature  that  abhors  it.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  hate  it  in  others 
more  than  in  myself.  For  five  long  and  dreary  years  it  was  my 
great  fear,  both  night  and  day,  more  or  less,  that  I  was  nothing 
but  a  hypocrite ;  and  yet  I  did  not  allow  myself  to  be  one.  Ten 
thousand  times  rather  have  no  profession  at  all  than  a  false  one. 
Lord,  am  I  a  hypocrite — nothing  but  an  empty  professor,  deceiving 
myself  and  others,  and  mocking  thee?  Many  an  hour's  hard 
wrestling  have  I  had  before  the  Lord  that  if  I  were  nothing  but  a 
false  professor  He  would  make  it  manifest ;  and  many  a  time  under 
the  power  of  temptation  have  I  thought  that  the  Lord  was  about 
to  answer  my  prayer  by  discovering  my  hypocrisy  to  His  dear 
people.  But,  bless  His  dear  name,  again  and  again  has  He  kindly 
rebuked  the  devourer  for  His  own  name  sake,  broke  the  snare,  and 
set  His  bird  free.  It  mattered  little  to  me  who  thought  me  sincere 
and  honest  if  the  Lord  did  not.  Vital  godliness  was  more  than 
empty  name  to  me ;  for  I  well  knew  that  there  was  a  blessed  reality 
in  It,  whether  it  was  my  joyful  lot  to  ever  experience  it  or  no. 
That  verse  in  one  of  dear  Kent's  hymns  would  often  run  through 
and  through  my  mind, 

'*  How  stands  the  case,  my  soul,  with  thee  1 

For  heayen  are  thy  credentials  clear? 
Is  Jesu's  blood  thine  only  ploa  ? 

Is  He  thy  great  forerunner  there  V* 

To  deceive  and  be  deceived  was  dreadful  in  my  eyes.  It  is  very 
clear  that  hypocrites  are.newr  afmid  of  their  hypocrisy.  Neither 
does  the  devil  wQrry  and  tease  thehi  by  calling  them  by  that  much 
dreaded  name.  No,  child  of  God,  yon  are  not  an  hypocrite, 
though  yott  feel  day  by  day  that  your  heart  is  full  of  hypocrisy. 
WhatevCT  you  may  feel  yoorself  to  be,  you  are  always  willing  to 
come  to  the  light  for  the  Lot^d  to  decide  matters ;  ana  you  can  say 
before  His  blessed  face.  Lord,  if  1  am  deceived,  do  undeceive  me  : 
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if  I  am  wrongi  do,  O  do,  pnt  Ine  right  Never  allow  me,  dear 
l^Md,  to  be  an  empty  professor. '  Yes,'  you  can  say  before  Ilis 
Sacred  Majesty, 

ho  thou  my  heart  assime  : 
'    "  Am  I  within  that  fold 

Whitk  JeMtt  Me{M  Beburet 
Tbw  h^  n^  fe^t  in  Z^iooT^  wiy, 
'Till  tbaa  I  m^et  in  endless  day* 

.    .,  .  .  (To  b€  Continued.) 
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'Seventy-third  Letter, 

THE   REAPER   TO   THE   GLEANER. 

My  Very  dear  Ruth, — Our  continual  blessedness  is,  diat  Christ 
is  all  and  in  all ;  so  that  in  every  state,  trial,  exercise,  trouble, 
affliction,  and  temptation.  He  is  all  to  us,  and  in  all  with  us;  and 
as  we  receive,  know,  and  believe  this  dear  truth,  we  shall  never 
know  the  woe  to  him  that  is  alone  when  he  falleth,  &c :  and  it  is 
for  the  want  of  the  recognition  of  the  foregoing  previous  truth,  that 
Christ  is  all  and  in  all,  that  they  tremble  with  fear  at  the  approaching 
and  entering  into  the  cloud,  not  knowing  that  the  cloud  is  His 
chariot,  and  He  walketh  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind;  but  this  is 
not  all  that  troubleth  them ;  for  they  seem  to  live,  walk,  and  act, 
as  being  in  abstractedness  from  the  Head,  as  if  there  was  not  union 
between  Head  and  members ;  consequently  they  view  the  Word  of 
God  spoken  to  them  as  individual  believers,  instead  of  living  in  the 
fulness  of  the  Word  and  doctrine  of  the  Lord,  in  Christ,  and  in  the 
whole  spoken  by  the  Father  and  Spirit,  to  and  of  Christ,  who  is 
the  fulfiller  and  accomplisher  of  all  the  predictions,  prophecies,  and 
promises ;  and  they,  as  the  dearly  beloved  of  His  soul,  being  new 
creature^  in  Him.,  so  live  always  and  at  all  times  in  all  life,  blessed- 
ness, and"  fulness  in  our  o^osl  glorious  Christ.  I  have  blessed  the 
Lord  for  years  for  the  mercy  that  He  never  made  a  promise  to  me 
individp^lj  :  .  they  were  aU  made  by  tfee  Father  to  Christ,  who  is 
the  merpy  pro^lised5  the  blessing  comnninded,  even  life  for  ever* 
more,  in  whom  j^U  the  promises  are  Yea  and  in  Him  Amen  to  the 
glory  of  G9d  by  US*  Thus  they  stand  sure  to  all  the  seed,  and  are 
exceeding.  :g;r^at  and  precious,  that  ifhereby  we  might  be  partakers 
of  a  divine  nature;  and  that  can  only  be  as  Christ  is  the  Vine  and 
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we  are  the  brandies:  Then,  as  this  is  true,  and  all  blessedness 
standing  in  union,  so  we  understand  the  divine  properties  of  that  most 
blessed  testimony,  "  He  that  toucheth  you,  toucheth  the  apple  of  His 
eye;"  and  again,  "We  have  not  an  High  jPriest  which  cannot  be  touch- 
ed with  the  feeling  of^our  infirmities.'*  This  demonstrates  clearly 
that  blessed  union  there  is  existing  and  subsisting  between  Christ 
and  the  Church,  and  I  do  esteem  it  a  very  dear  mercy  to  have  the 
mind  led  from  the  less  to  the  greater ;  that  is,  to  have  the  heart 
and  mind  taken  up  with  His  being  touched,  and  the  acute  nature 
of  the  touch  (so  to  speak),  even  toucheth  the  apple  of  His  eye,  and 
the  effect  of  the  mercy  is  so  great  to  me,  that  I  lose  all  the  sense 
and  sensibility  of  my  being  touched ;  for  the  greater  alway  swallows 
up  the  less ;  and  I  believe  that  it  is  in  this  way  and  manner  that 
Christ  all  in  all  becomes  increasingly  precious  unto  us.  Again, 
It  is  written,  "  In  all  their  afflictions  He  was  afflicted ;"  but  remark 
how  the  love  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  manifested  toward  us  in  so  par- 
ticularly specifying  the  truth  of  the  blessedness.  First,  "  Surely 
they  are  my  people ;"  which  is  a  precious  declaration,  yet  it  doth 
not  seem  to  set  forth  union  in  its  blessedness,  and  fiilness,  there- 
fore He  saith,  secondly,  "  Children  that  will  not  lie ;"  which  thing 
is  impossible,  as  they  are  children  in  oneness  of  nature,  life,  and 
spirit  with  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  the  truth,  the  true  God, 
and  eternal  life ;  and  I  add,  there  cannot  be  any  possibility  for 
the  Son  of  God  in  truth  and  love  to  be  afflicted  in  all  our 
afflictions  had  He  not  been  "  Immanuel,  God  with  us,*'  God  in 
our  own  flesh  and  blood,  our  Brother  bom  for  adversity,  the  Word 
made  flesh,  the  Child  born,  and  the  Son  given.  Then  the  quest- 
ioners ask,  "  Are  not  our  afflictions  and  infirmities  the  effects  of 
sin?"  To  which  I  answer,  yes.  Then,  if  it  is  true  that  in  all 
their  afflictions  He  was  afflicted,  had  He  not  a  sinful  nature  ?  Nay, 
for  sin  is  no  part  of  our  nature ;  our  nature  was  made  and  declared 
good  before  sm  had  any  existence,  or  had  entered,  and  death  by 
sin ;  and  sin  dwelleth  in  us  as  the  dweller  in  the  house,  who  is 
neither  the  house  nor  the  furniture ;  therefore  as  Jesus  took  our 
flesh  and  blood  He  thereby  took  a  perfect  nature :  and  as  it  be- 
hoved Him  to  be  made  like  His  brethren.  He  was  made  of  a  woman  : 
and  as  the  glorious  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  Man 
Christ  Jesus,  so  He  Himself  took  our  infirmities  and  carried  our 
sicknesses,  and  thus  had  all  the  substance  of  all  the  afHictions  that 
we  are  heirs  to  in  oneness  of  flesh  with  Adam  in  the  fall;  but 
Jesus  took  them  that  He,  as  Jehovah  Rophi,  by  taking  that  nature, 
might  heal  it  of  all  diseases,  and  to  be  **  made  sin  for  us  who  knew 
no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him :" 
and  thus  we  sing,  <^  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is 
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within  me  bless  His  holy  name.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  sonl, 
and  forget  not  all  His  benefits,  who  forgiveth  thine  iniquity,  and 
healeth  all  thy  diseases."  It  is  most  precious  to  me  to  know  that 
all  my  diseases  are  completely  healed  in  and  by  Jesus,  "  ImmanueU 
God  with  us,"  the  Word  made  flesh  ;  and  they  never  will  break  out  • 
again ;  and,  my  dear  Ruth,  how  precious  to  live  in  Him  in  pure 
life,  and  perfect  health,  and  whatever  our  sicknesses  may  be,  in 
ourselves  as  creatures,  thus  it  stands  written  on  the  whole,  **  This 
sickness  is  not  imto  death ;  but  for  the  glory  of  God,  that  the  Son 
of  God  might  be  glorified  thereby,"  who  said,  "  I  am  the  resurr- 
ection and  the  life."  "  Neither  can  they  die  any  more ;"  and  *•  them 
which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  Him  j"  and  whatever  our 
sufferings  may  be,  we  suffer  with  Christ  who  suffered  for  us,  that 
we  also  may  be  glorified  together. 

I  do  desire  the  Lord  to  open  more  and  more  of  that  unspeakable 
mercy,  union  to  Christ  the  Lord,  our  all  and  in  all ;  and  no  doubt 
you  Know  and  are  confirmed  that  all  the  hope  and  desire  of  your 
dear  departed  mother  sprang  from  union  to  Christ,  being  in  Christ 
God's  workmanship,  and  was  as  safe  and  secure  with  her  sighs, 
longings,  and  desires,  as  Simeon  was  when  he  said,  **  Lord,  now 
lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  Word ; 
for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation."     There  is  another  dear 
truth  whicn  is  most  blessed ;    but  professors,  and  even  those  that 
say  they  belong  to  Christ,  seem  to  think  but  very  little  of;  that  is, 
*^  the  life  is  more  than  meat."    Then  how  consoling  and  how  con- 
firming of  the  blessedness,  that  as  your  mother  had  life,  her  safety 
stood  in  that,  though  she  did  not  seem  to  eat  much  of  the  bread,  so 
as  to  cause  her  to  rejoice  and  say,  "  My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am 
His:"  and  the  living  by  simple  life  constrains  me  to  live  happy  in 
life  day  by  day ;  but  there  was  a  time  I  thought  more  of  feeding 
aad  rejoicing  than  I  did  of  life,  and  then  I  had  much  disquietude, 
thinking  I  only  lived  by  feeding  and  enjoying ;    and  I  know  you 
will  prize  the  mercy,  and  we  will  bless  the  Lord  with  one  heart, 
that  there  is  as  much  life  to  groan,  sigh,  and  desire,  as  to  sing  and 
rejoice.     Jonah  had  life,  and  lived  in  the  fish's  belly,  as  much  as  he 
did  walking  the  streets  of  Ninevah.      Moses  and  Elijah  lived  by 
simple  faith  the  forty  days  they  fasted^  as  much  as  when  they 
feasted ;  and  thus  we  see  the  life  more  than  meat ;    for  the  meat  is 
no  use  without  life.  I  drop  these  hints  to  you  in  love,  though  some 
would  say  it  is  an  odd  letter  of  condolence  under  such  a  bereave- 
ment, but  I  cannot  call  it  by  that  name ;    no,  nor  a  separation 
either  :  she  is  only  just  gone  out  of  the  tabernacle  into  the  mansion, 
and  my  dear  Ruth  is  standing  in  the  tent  door,  and  worshipping, 
ready  to  depisirt  to  be  with  Christ  which  is  far  better.     Sorrow  we 
may,  but  not  without  hope  for  them  that  sleep  in  Jesus.      What  a 
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iDerqr  for  us,  that  tbe  Lotd  so  ordcied  it,  that  whatever  sin  did,  it 
could  uolt  destroy  loye  nod  idSFeodon  in  the  mnner.  Thus  the 
brightest  jiea%  ao  to  spestE,  remained  amidst  the  wreck ;  therefore 
Jesus  being  a  Man  of  sofiwur^  wept'  at  the  grave  of  Laz- 
aruSy  and  the  Jewasaid  fnAjy  *^  Behold,  how  He  loved  him  T  and 
so  mj  dear  Rath,  her  tears  are  the  effect  of  hive,  and  instead  of 
dishonouring  the  Lord^  she  hath  to  saj  in  faith,  '*  Puf  thou  my 
tears  into  thy  bottle ;  are  they  not  in  thy  book?"  and  I  doubt  not 
that  whilst  the  teaiB  flow,  tbeire  is  a  dear  remembrance  of  the 
gracious  dealing  and  love  aets  of  the  Lord  both  to  herself  and  her 
dear  mother ;  and  in  tbe  assurance  of  this,  she  will  also  weep  to 
the  praise  ot  the  mercy,  goodness,  and  faithfulness  of  the  Lord ; 
mention  His  loving-kindDcsses,  and  sweetly  warble  forth,  ^^  My 
Jesus  hath  done  all  things  well.  Hallelujah.'^ 

Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you  through  the  knowledge 
of  God  and  of  Jesus  our  Lora;  and  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  wiih 
all  joy  and  peace  in  believing ;  that  you  may  abound  in  hope  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  I  desire  to  sympathize  with  you 
in  your  present  state,  which  is  of  the  Lord ;  for  if  one  member 
suffer,  all  tbe  members  suffer  with  it ;  and  so  we  weep  with  tbe^n 
that  weep  and  rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice.  The  Lord  deals 
very  graciously  with  me :  and  I  desire  to  be  pleased  only  with  His  good 
pleasure.  Ithath  pleased  the  Lord  to  put  my  Maiy  to  bed  for  riearafbrt- 
night  with  the  influenza ;  two  of  the  daughters  have  been  very  sadly 
for  many  day^  and  I  have  a  heavy  cold,  with  much  pain  in  the  le^ 
from  rheumatics ;  but  I  feel  constrained  by  love  to  say,  **  I  will 
mention  the  lovingkindnesses  of  the  Lord,"  and,  also,  '^  I  will  cry 
unto  God  ujiost  high,  unto  God  who  performeth  all  things.''  Sweei 
is  tbe  mercy  to  live  and  walk  by  faith,  trusting  in  the  Lord  at  all 
times;  for  *^  He  abide th  faithful,  He  cannot  deny  Himself;"  and, 
**  He  will  rest  in  His  love."  It  is  His  good  pleasure  still  to  keep 
me  in  the  dark  relative  to  a  Chapel,  ana  what  He  is  about  to  do 
with  me.  But  I  will  sing,  ^^  The  Lord  tiveth,  and  blessed  be  ipy 
Rock,  and  let  the  God  c^my  salvation  be  exalted;  it  is  the  Lordf, 
let  Him  do  what  seemeth  Him  good."  I  know  we  have  one  heart 
and  one  mind  in  these  dear  truths.  When  the  time  comes,  1  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  and  bf  the  Lord's  mercies  toward  you. 

Love  to  Mary  and  the  few  sheep.  •  Peace  be  to  you. 

Yoiurs  iniour  predous  Lord  Jesus, 

-   '  A.TRidos. 

Seoenty^/oiirth  .Jj^er, 

THfi  niiBAN£R  To  THE  HBaPCR. 

Beloved  in  Jesus, — 1  thank  you  for  the  sermons.      I  found  in 
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them  a  sweet  savour  of  Cim^  ^  who  is  the  health  of  my  counten- 
ance,  and  my  God,"  Mary  sends  love  to  you  in  Jesus :  she  was 
much  comforted  and  strengthented  in  reading  some  of  yonr  sermons 
while  I  was  out.  It  was  a  groat  pkafcuve  txi  see  fend  hear  you. 
My  thought  was  that  we  ahotold  notttieet  agaifi  ftice^to^face  be- 
low ;  but  that  is  with  the,  Lord;  I  long  to  behold  Him  without  a 
glass,  where  all  will  be  q£  one  okindi  that  Jesus  should  be  all  and 
in  all.  My  ^oul  often  mourns  that  the  d^aff  living  fatally  are  so 
little  taien  up  with  Christ;  sa^nady  se^m  struggling  for  something 
in  themselvep,  to.  give  them  oonAdeince  in  Him,  as  if  they  were  to 
believe  in  their  faith,  rqjoice  in  their  joy  and  hope,  instead  of 
growing  up  into  Him  m  all  things;  But  s«ich  striving  is  not  crowned, 
because  it  i^  not  lawful.  How  long  did  I  vainly  go  about  t6  get 
something  settled  in  myself;  but  it  was  all  unsettfedneds  atid  tossing 
to  and  fro;  and  in  whatever  manner  or  measure  that  •  self  ;seeking 
returns,  it  is  so  still,  and  always  will  be ;  for  our  Father  has  blessed 
us  in  Christy  and  only  in  Him  can  we  inherit  the  blessing ;  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  does  so  show  me  all  and  everything  in  Him,  that  my 
soul  joyfully  says,  "  I  will  go  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God :  I 
will  make  mention  of  His  righteousness,  even  of  His  only.'*  That 
I  am  in  Christ  includes  all  possible  blessedness,  and  the  realization 
of  it  is  accompanied  with  rest  and  peace  indescribable.  **  In  His 
days  do  the  righteous  flourish,  and  abundance  of  peace  so  long  as 
the  moon  endureth."  I  love  the  days  of  the  Son  of  Man ;  for  he 
that  walketh  in  the  day  stumbleth  not :  and,  blessed  be  the  Lord, 
we  are  ^*  the  children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day,"  who  desire  not 
to  walk  in  our  own  darkness ;  but  "  as  we  have  received  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  in  Him  "  who  is  **  the  true  light,"  and  "  in 
thy  light  w^  shall  see  light."  He  divided  the  light  from  the  da-rk- 
ness.  That  is  very  precious;  and  *' ye  sometimes  were  darkness, 
but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord."  So  we  learn  the  way  where 
light  dwelletb,  and  as  fox  darkness,  we  know  the  place  thereof, 
having  the  senses  exercised  by  the  Spirit  to  discern  good  and  evil. 
We  know  that  in  pur  flesh  is  darkness  enough  ;  but  our  precious 
Lord  says,  ^^  He  that  foUoweth  me,  shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but 
shall  have  the  light  of  life."  I  feel  it  very  blessed,  and  it  is  wonder- 
ful to  be  in. the  secret ;  so  that  while  His  miouth  speaks  wisdom, 
our  heart  meditates  on  understandings  and  our  ear  is  sweetly  in- 
clined unto  a  parable,  while  He  opens  His  dark  saying  upon  the 
harp,  which  maketh  melody  unto  thjc  Lord.  'Thus  the  voice  of  the 
Bridegroom  has  the .  ear  of  the  Bride,  and  both  in  the  one  heart 
are  deeply  engaged  in  the  things  which  be  of  God.  Unspeakably 
precious  is  the  fellowship  thus  enjoyed  with  the  Father  and  witn 
His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  who  also  have  fellowship  with  us.  Wonder, 
O  heavens,  and  be  astonished^  O  ea^lh,  at  such  displays  of  sover- 
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eign  grace  and  free  favour  !  Truly  for  this  close  fellowship  He 
took  on  Hira  not  the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  seed  of  Abraham, 
and  would  be  in  His  Father's  house  as  on0  that  serveth  with  the 
fatted  calf  and  with,  the  wine  that  cheereth  God  and  man.  My 
soul  adores  and  wonders,  realiaiing  the  truth  of  those  words,  "  I  will 
come  in  unto  him,  and  sup  with  him  and  he  with  me  ;**  "  we  will 
come  unto  him,  and  will  make  our  abode  with  him.*  The  delights 
are  indeed  mutual  between  the  God  of  Abraham  and  the  seed  of 
Abraham  His  friend;  between  tbe  triune  Jehovah, and  the  people 
of  His  love  and  choice,  who  are  His  **  peculiar  treasure."  I  long 
to  know  more  of  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  His  inheritance  in  the 
saints,  which  all  the  losses,  crosses,  sins,,  and  perplexties  of  this 
time  state  shall  in  no  wise  impoverish.  I  find  it  often  a  peculiar 
path,  very  contrary  and  much  hidden  to  flesh  and  sense ;  but  amidst 
all  their  mists,  and  the  fogs  of  this  low  country,  faith  doe^  stedfo^tly 
believe  that  the  Lord  will  take  care  of  His  own  treasure  and  not 
mSet  any  loss  in  His  jewels  or  the  riches  of  His  glory  there.  Would 
my  heart  were  more  enlarged  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  that  blessed 
subject  which  raises  so  above  all  we  are  as  creatures,  and  all  we 
are  passing  through  in  this  wilderness  journey ;  yea,  in  all  these 
things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  Him  that  loved  us 
unto  the  death,  and  through  the  death,  and  out  of  the 
death ;  for  above  all  deaths  will  that  love  raise  us  to  dwell  in  love 
and  life  for  evermore.  His  love  to  me  is  wonderful,  surpassing  tlie 
love  of  women ;  for  in  all  things  He  has  the  preeminence,  though 
His  spouse  says,  *^  Tell  Him  that  I  am  sick  of  Iqve." 

In  His  life  and  love  I  send  kind  love  to  yourself  and  dear  Mrs* 
T.f  and  remain, 

Yours  affectionately, 

Ruth. 


A  SISTEE'S  EPISTLE  TO  ^^  RECLUSE." 

My  BELOVED  SiSTEB;iN  A  PRECIOUS  Jesus, — " Unto  you  there- 
fore which  believe  He  is  precious."  I  trust  my  long  silence  has 
not  induced  you  to  think  th^t  I  have  forgotten  you.  No,  my 
sister;  though  we  are-sevcirfid  in  body,  in  spirit  I  am  often  with 
you :  for.wie  are  joined  to.th^  Lord  and  one  Spirit.  I  believe  we 
must  both  sing  of  tte  love  and  mercy,  of  our  covenant  kefeping 
God,  He  "hath  done  greatj  things  for  us,  whereof  We  are  gl«d'|*' 
and  although  we  daily  have  to  pass  through  many  changes,  ycJt, 
what  a  support  toour  ofttimes  fainting  spirits,  to  know  attd  believe. 
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that  our  Jesus  changes  not ;  but  13  the  same  "  Yesterday,  to-day, 
and  for  ever."  Beloved,  ^*  Thy  God  reigneth,"  is  a  sweet  cordial 
to  the  soul  when  applied  by  the  blessed  Spirit,  when  time  things 
appear  to  be  all  going  wrong,  and  our  feelings  seem  to  say,  *•  Hath 
God  forgotten  to  be  gracious?*'  "  Will  He  be  favourable  no  more?" 
May  He  make  us  more  humble  and  submissive  to  His  divine  will  j 
for  surely  we  believe  that  He  is 

''iToo  wise  to  en,  and  0, 
Too  good  to  be  unkind/* 

Yet,  my  sister,  when  in  my  right  mind  I  would  not  have  my  path-- 
way  of  tribulation  altered,  although  it  is  wave  after  wave ;  for  I 
should  begin  to  fear  that  I  had  no  part  in  the  legacy  that  our  dear 
Lord  left  to  His  children  while  here  below ;  for  He  positively  de- 
clares, *^  In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation ;"  but,  my  dear, 
when  He  is  pleased  to  favour  me  with  a  little  of  that  sweet 
peace  in  my  soul  which  flows  from  Himself,  I  straightway  say, 
"Light  afflictions/' 

I  was  glad  to  hear  by  Willie  that  you  have  again  been  mercifully 
brought  through  another  time  of  natural  sorrow,  and  that  you  and 
the  dear  babe  were  doing  well.  I  felt  so  sorry  I  could  not  talk  to 
the  dear  boy ;  I  felt  so  ill,  and  he  appeared  in  haste.  I  have  been 
confined  to  the  house  three  weeks  last  Wednesday  with  a  violent 
cold,  which  brought  me  into  a  very  low,  exhaustea  state*  I  really 
felt  very  ill,  and  at  the  same  time  I  lost  sight  of  my  best  Friend ; 
my  mind  was  dark,  my  afiections  cold,  my  heart  felt  hard,  and  how 
I  feared  as  I  entered  this  cloud.  I  thought,  how  will  it  be  with  me 
when  I  come  to  the  swellings  of  Jordan  ?  will  He  leave  me  now  to 
sink  ?  My  dear  sister,  it  made  me  cry  earnestly  to  Him  again  to 
show  favor  to  my  tempest-tossed  soul ;  and  whoever  petitioned  in 
vain?  for  He  has  said,  "  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  I 
will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me."  Yes,  He  shall  have 
all  the  praise ;  for  Himself  hath  done  it.  He  sent  a  little  of  that 
peace  into  my  soul  last  Friday  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor 
take  away ;  and  I  said,  "  Precious.  Jesus,  with  tihee  I  can  do  all 
things,  and  bear  all  things,  but  without  thee  I  can  do  nothing,  and 
hear  nothing :  draw  me  closer  and  closer  to  thyself;  for  thou  art 
my  only  hope  of  salvation." 

"Other  refuge  hare  1  none, 
Hanga  my'  hel^UsA  Bdttl  on  ihee/' 

How  I  have  enjpyed  the  **  Witness  ^  this  month  t  What  sweets 
it  contains  I  I  fpund  much  to  suit  me.  in  my  present  circumstances. 
A  feel  greater  union  than  ever  to  bur  dear  brother  Wilcockson  ;  his 
pieces  are  so  suitable  fcr  the  family  when  the  Holy  Spirit  makes 
them  so. 
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Mj  dear,  if  you  have  time  and  inclination,  write  me  a  few 
liiie^ ;  jciu  k^OY  1  sl^^U  b^  faj^ppj  tp  if^^^ive  jthefp.  May  the  Lord 
bless  you,  my  sister.  IJ[^.,ba%,  iipi  fli^  rich  gf»P«^^b<)^n  ^la  areat 
things,  and  He  says  we  shall  see  .greater  things  than  tbese.  May 
we  be  kept  waitirijg  at  bis,  footstool  and  daily  learning  of  Him,  and 
looking.,  unto.  Him  wbo  is^  the:  autbor  and  finisherof  oar  fiutb«  We 
are  poor,  n«edy,  and  sin- polluted  creatures  in  ourselves  but  our 
Jesus  is  ricb^  and  bo]y, .  an4  through  His  sover^igi^  mercy  ybn  wad 
I  faay^.f(^lt  the  power  of  Qis  poa^e-speaking  bloo4  iq'oiiar  souls. 
Lejil  us  ms^if)^  His  name.  Let  m  exmt  Uis  xxemo  t^geibetr ;  fot  i 
He  alon^^  worthy. to  have  all  the  pr^i$e,  and  all  tha  ^lory'*  '.nom 
and.  for  ever. 

With  best  love,  I  remaiu, 

Your  affectionate  sister, 

£.  NlCHOJULS* 
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(  Continued  from  page  140). 

Our  minister  was  both  sound  and  unsound  in  his  doctrine,  just  as 
circumstances  occurred.  It  happened  just  before  T  joined  the 
Church  that  one  of  our  leading  members  had  a  child  burnt  to 
death.  On  the  Sunday  after  the  funeral  he  preached  what  is  called 
a  funeral  sermon,  and  took  for  his  text  the  following  portion :  **  If 
the  scourge  slay  suddenly,  he  will  laugh  at  the  trial  of  the  innocents." 
He  spoke  on  this  occasion  to  the  satisfaction  of  many ;  for  he 
brought  out  some  of  the  good  old  things  of  the  ancient  inoan tains 
and  everlasting  hills :  so  that  we  had,  for  a  treat,  a  little  stroing 
meat,  witli  some  good  old  wine  of  the  kingdom,  :  which  never 
fails  to  cheer  the*  heart  of  the  diaconsolate*  Now^  if  tbe  death  of 
His  saints  is  precious  la  His  sigjit^  I  do  humbly  coocecve  that  ^if 
a£9ictions  ana  trials  are  no  less  so.  Yea,  everything  leadiog  to 
death  must  be  precious  to  the  Lord.  We  lead  of  the  Man  of 
sorrows,  that  He  should  see  His  seed,  prolong  His  days,  and  the 
pleasure  of  the  Lord  shall  prosper  in  His  hands:  also,'  "  It  pleased 
the  Lord  to  braise  Him^^  Iww,  H  the'Lbrd^  took  swih  high  -fflea^ 
sure  in  the  sorrows  and'flflSietiotis  of  Cbtkt,  surely;  He  takes  pleasare 
in  the  affiictioni^y  trials;  t^ttiptatbnsv  And'  p(ersecutt>oii£of  eoutb-'iii**' 
dividoal  member  of  th^e  body  of  Christv  How  {sonsolingtbtbink, 
that  not  a  dog  can  mo^  his'^tongu^^,  not  a  lioii  cm  noor,  not  a 
temptation  c^n  comfe,  nbt  a  sorrow  >:;an  fae&Ut  not'  a  hist  can  bteak 
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vli'^  .■;<.>.•-'  .'111'*.'  I     I'j'ij?      'If*       )   I 


out,  witboa$EMfilUfig^ttie -g^^  tirtll'Mdi^plea^ure  of  Him  who  bath 


Can  nbidlettte'^ eSp^bOfli \  \nUi 


:<» 


jea, glpfir  to  the  flame 
*'^"-"   Of  ou/sM-piwaonujg  Odd,  • 
< ' t  'J.  Rf^fa: scH  fllivt  l^iAcFM  T^he^B 4feiiM 


Dottflffli(5ttefijnQ^rte^dei»ni^l»fee?  theef  fed  the  etnJ)tttie8S  and 
^wttr(*J^al^'6lftft(rila^y  bbj^traMiJubj^  It  kM\  prospcY-  Jn 
His  yd4'>teld<ra^fe  thee  to  ftdefr  thy  Everlasting  all  in  Jaim  ^ho 
is  tiftHesavi^  i)f  heavete^  and  Glory  of  glories.  Does  hell's  sf  ormy 
^ind  and  earth's  mighty  tempest  drive  and  toss  thy  affrighted 
soul  hither  and  thither  ?  These  shall  prosper  iti  the  hand  ofyour 
beloved  Lord  in  making  you  to  fly  to  the  Rock  of  Ages  for  shade 
andshdl*.  It  "Is  a  sweet  mercy  to  feel  sinking  in  the  sand  without 
a  stone  to  stand  upon ;  for  then  how  lovely  and  precious  does  the 
sure  foundation  laid  in  Zion  appear  to  the  soul !  Does  inbred  sin 
and  native  corruption  teaze  and  plague  thee  day  by  day  ?  Even 
these  shall  prosper  in  the  hands  of  the  blessed  Spirit  in  leading 
Aee  to  the  person,  love,  blood,  and  righteousness  of  thy  Kinsman 
and  Redeemer.  Art  thou,  like  Jonah,  plunged  into  the  deep  ? 
I^le  him  thou  shalt  there  learn  that  **  salvation  is  of  the  Lord." 
Yes,  all  shall  prosper  in  the  hands  of  thy  heavenly  Father  in  working 
nis  eternal  glory  and  your  everlasting  good. 

"  Tby  awful,  base,  backelidings  too, 

Shall  prosper  in  His  hand  ; 
Nor  can  the  whole  Satanic  crew 

His  sovereign  will  withstand  .* 
All  that  has  been,  is  now,  shall  be, 
Is  settled  by  His  firm  decree. 

Ifaww  well  thfat  all  those  who  wear  John  Wesley's  spectacles  will 
coiicliKie  this  to  be  little  better  than  an  Antinomian  he:  but  I  heed 
[nemnot;  fbr  I  am  confident  tliat  it  is  the  truth,  and  so  iar  frotti 
being  a  discoiorageipeDt  to  the  heavenwbom  child,  it  will  be  a  source 
ofetmBolatiDn  tolmD  to  view  the  IxkA*^  hind  in  every  affliction 
^d  tiyiiig>.dispen8ation) '       <. 

^.         Since  eyery  stroke c^mo^  froin  S^h^n/]«  ia*loTei .    ., :  [ 
'  !      To  starre  the  flesh,  a&^  oiaw  our  souls  'abov& 

'  'I  r  •*  -ill   »••..-  •  .    '  .i  ■     .  . " 

^Qtwl^ipjtQ;be  said^oC  th£l  vilb  fc^^and  abounding^ errors  of  the 
%««eiiiftheiafemal  Ues  of  the  bottomlfiSfl .  ^ti?  Yfky,  just  this  s 
^^h  Sataa  imdi  ii«  Jie»tiM  in.  the  imida  <  of'  J;clbo(vah  Jesu8»  and 
^^^  iiiind!qfidfa<ysiHe  /wHlch  naw  fife. our.  on^e:  Frdte^ttwt  land, 
]*ethar  fam  libe  Bopfe  iofiRom«v  P«pec  of  Eogiandy  or  Pope  of 
^4diUlt|nnferin^Ui^lH«Kl.^  a^d  et^nal 

Ni  of  QospelZion.     Dear  child  of  God,  you  have  only  to  look 
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a  little  into  the  history  of  the  Church,  and  you  cannot  fell  to  dis- 
cover that  the  powerful  machinery  of  Hell  has  been  the  means  in 
the  hands  of  our  God  of  blowing  away  abundance  of  chaff  and 
causing  the  true  wheat  to  consolidate  together.  Yes,  every  stormy 
wind  and  tempest  which  roots  up  every  false  plant  has  the  opposite 
effect  in  God's  garden  of  deepening  the  roots  of  the  trees  of  His 
right  hand  planting; 

**  For  when  they're  shook,  they  deepen  root, 
And  better  stand  the  storm.^ 

I  do  verily  believe  that  the  damnable  lies  of  Arians  and  Socinians 
in  former  days,  and  the  wide-spread,  God-dishonoring  lies  of  all 
classes  of  Arminians  in  our  day,  have  done  the   Church  ao  real 
harm ;  but  on  the  contrary,  a  real  good.     This  the  history  of  the 
Church  abundantly  proves.  See  Peter  ii.  12,  and  1  Cor.  xi.  19 :  **  For 
there  must  be  heresies  among  you  (Mark  that — ^*  there  must  be.'* 
What  for  ?),  that  they  which  are  approved  may  be  made  manifest 
among  you."      Therefore  heresies,  lies,  and  false  doctrines  are 
among  the  **  all  things  "  which  "  work  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  called  according  to  His  purpose,** 
I  can  truly  say  for  myself,  from  experience,  that  I  have  received 
more  instruction  and  establishment  in  the  truth  from  lies,  error, 
and  false  doctrine,  which  have  been  ably  exposed  in  controversial 
writings,  than  from  anything  else.     Though  many   speak  against 
controversy,  I  believe  that  the  Church  cannot  do  without  it.     I 
have  been  in  many  sharp  contests,  and  received  many  a  blow,  both 
from  sinner  and  saint,  and  expect  to  get  a  few  more  rubs  when 
this  is  in  print,  but 

'T  will  only  make  me  bold  and  strong, 
Add  sweeter  music  to  the  song 
Of  God's  electing  loye. 

In  the  month  of  July,  after  I  was  baptized,  I  was  allowed  to  fall 
into  the  sin  of  uncleanness,  which  temptation  stuck  close  to  me  for 
many  years.  My  whole  heart  was  captivated  by  it,  I  prayed 
against  it  in  secret,  made  many  vows  ;  but  all  my  efforts  to  subdue 
it  were  in  vain.  It  would  follow  me  into  every  corner,  embitter 
my  life,  and  harden  my  heart.  I  thought  when  I  first  fell  into 
this  sin  that  it  would  soon  wear  off,  but  I  was  woefully  deceired ; 
for  my  head  and  heart  seemed  full  of  lustful  thoughts.  One  passage 
of  God's  Word  was  frightful  tx)  me  to  think  about,  wiudb  says, 
"  Having  eyes  fiill  «off  adultery,  and  that  cannot  cease  from  sin  ** 
(2  Peter,  ii.  14).  This  portion,  together  with  the  tenth  verse,  1 
dare  not  look  at ;  for  they  would  cut  me,  condemn  me,  and  cast 
me  down,  go  where  I  would.  Often  would  I  beg  of  the  Lord  to 
break  the  power  of  this  sin  and  deliver  me  from  it,  when,  perhaps. 
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in  a  few  moments,  all  the  floodgates  of  lusts  would  open  and  run 
&om  every  comer  of  the  heart.  As  weke{)t  the  key  of  the  Chapel 
1  would  sometimes  lock  myself  Idi  ponder  over  my  sinful  state« 
fell  on  my  kneef?  before  the  Lord,  and  pray  for  a  deliverance. 
Sometimes  1  would  strip  myself  naked,  and  cry  unto  God  for  mercy ; 
but  when  I  met  with  one  of  Huntington's  works,  and  found  that 
he  did  the  same  on  similar  ocx^asions,  I  discontinued  it.  These 
things  did  so  distress  me  at  times,  that  I  wonder  I  did  not  destroy 
my  health :  but  it  appeared  as  though  the  Lord  gave  me  good 
health  that  I  might  sin  against  Him.  In  mentioning  these  things, 
I  hope  to  meet  the  case  of  some  poor  hidden  children  of  God  who 
dare  not  show  themselves,  and  who  weep  bitter  tears  in  secret  be- 
fore the  Lord.  Such  are  hid  in  prison  houses,  and  I  can  truly  feel 
for  them;  and  did  I  know  of  one  such,  I  would  travel  miles  to  see 
him,  give  him  my  hand,  and  never  attempt  to  cast  at  him  one 
stone;  The  LorH  in  mercy  deliver  such  from  their  own  heart's 
hist. 

I  believe  that  I  have  made  hundreds  of  vows  and  covenants, 
and  broke  them  almost  as  soon  as  made.  I  well  knew  the  folly  of 
making  them,  yet  could  not  desist.  So  determined  have  I  been 
to  have  my  own  way,  that  I  have  written  them  down  in  books  in 
order  to  remember  them  better ;  and  in  this  foolish  way  I  have  de- 
stroyed many  books ;  for  I  always  tore  out  the  leaf  when  the  vow 
was  broken.  On  one  occasion  I  cut  myself,  in  order  to  seal  my 
covenant  with  my  blood,  thinking  that  it  would  ensure  its  being 
kept. 

Here  my  reader  may  see  a  little  of  my  native  free-will  and 
natural  Arminianism.  I  well  knew  that  though  there  were  many 
devices  in  a  man's  heart,  the  counsel  of  the  Lord  would  stand; 
and  what  a  sweet  mercy  that  it  is  so !  Another  precious  mercy  is, 
that  though  we  cannot  keep  our  own  covenant  one  hour,  God  will 
never  break  His,  or  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  His  lips ; 
for  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  standeth  sure.  Although  we  are  de- 
termined to  maintain  our  own  ways  before  Him,  and  forsake  our 
own.  mercies,  He  is  resolved  that  we  shall  not ;  and  for  this  blessed 
determination  of  His,  when  I  am  in  some  measure  free  from  my 
Arminian  fits,  I  love  to  praise  His  name. 

Now,  don't  you,  poor  tempted  soul,  find  this  to  be  true  in  your 
own  experience. 

How  I  left  off  this  wretched  wotk  of  making  covenants  I  do 
not  know  now;  but  this  Lknow,  t^hat  it  was  needful  for  me  to  be 
filled  with  my  own  ways,  and  sick ,  of  my  o^wn  folly.  It  was  the 
way  that  the  Lord  took  to  make  this  poor  blind  workmonger  to 
admire  and  rest  upon  Hiiti  whose  "  work  is  perfect."  I  should 
feel  much  cast  down  to  go  over  a  thousandth  part  again.      Since 
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then  I  have  seen  and  refldsoineoflfae  trials  of  the  Lord's  people, 
and  can  feel  a  loving  union  t6  them  in  these  things :  and,  notwith- 
standing my  base  life^  I  have  joye  ii\^i  ye  poor  Arminians,  who  use 
the  blacking  brush,  are  entire  strangers  to.  After  you  have  laid  a 
feW  coats  of  blick  oh  my  pjerson,  name,  and  character,  and  raked 
up  ali'thefilth  you  can  from  my  sink  of  uncleanness,  I  fully  be- 
lieve'that  through  the  sporfi^s^'rfgi'teoasness  of  Christ  imputed  to 
inte,  at^d  that  by  being  washed  in.the  foimtatn  opened  for  sin  and 
stn'ucljcleanness,  1  shall  stand,  With  all  the  saints  t>f  God,  wJthiotit 
spotj'wfinkU,  or  any  ^uch  thiiig,  uhblaineable  and  unrept6N^Wble 
in  love.  Ye^,  I shallappear  before  my  God  upright  in  Christ, 
however'  doformed  in  x\aam ;  pure  in  heart,  however  vile  and  base 
in  the  flesii ;  ^nd  a  virgin  soul,  notwithstanding  all  my  abominable 
tosts  and  acts  of  uncleannss;  in  that  day  when  proud  Armmian^ 
and' fleshly  religionists  will  be  stripped  of  their  filthy  rags,  cobweb 
coverings,  and  mock  sanctity,  falsely  called  perfection,  and  their 
yrhorish  and  adulterous  hearts*,  with  all  unclean  thoughts,  brought 
tb  fight  before  angels,  men,  and  devils,  while  they,  with  devils,  wiB 
be  cast  into  hell,  or  the  lake  which  burns  with  fire  and  brimstone. 
The  thought  of  this  at  times  makes  me  exclaim, "  O  the  depth  of  the 
riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God  1  how  unsearchable 
are  His  judgments,  and  His  ways  past^nding  out !"  O  the  height, 
depth,  length,  and  breadth  of  the  love  of  Christ  to  the  most  base, 
wretched,  filthy,  and  unclean  I  **  And  such  were  some  of  you : 
but  ye  are  washed ;  but  ye  are  sanctified ;  but  ye  are  justified, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our 
God,*' 

Should  the  temptations  of  which  I  have  been  the  subject  meet 
the  eye  of  some  poor,  tempted,  afOicted,  sin-defiled,  Arminian- 
hated,  and  persecuted  child  of  God,  who  is  for  ever  writing  bitter 
things  against  himself,  let  me  tell^him  that  I  am  his  **  brother  and 
companion  in  tribulation,"  that  I  can  feel  for  him  in  his  troubles, 
love  him,  and  would  gladly  seek  an  interview  with  him :  when  we 
would  compare  notes,  and  talk  a  little  of  **  the  exceding  riches  of 
His  grace  "  *^  who  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved.*  We 
should  ^*  not  fall  out  by  the  way  i'^  for  we  should  have  One 
object  and  siibject,  and  sing  with  the  heart  and  understanding 
one  song  of  . 

^* Sovereign  grace  o'er  sin  abounding!* 

There  would  be  no  jarring  nDte$  of  Arminianism,  or  di«eordant 
sounds  of  Wesleyanism  j  but  it  wquld  be  as  Kent,  sings  in  one  of 
his  full-toned  gospel  hymns  : 


THE   PATitWAV   t)F  ^' fftUE    LIGHT/' 


IM 


,  Tj)©  de^  JUS  do^^  tie  p^don  (^t ;.      ,   : 
Secure  in  Christ  were  all  its  heics,, '     ' 
iTie  ctirajB  was- His,  the  pardon  tieirt.'*     ' 

t  Ijippe  my  reader  Avill  x\qi  censure  w^  )Efa>j;  being  so  severe  with  thej 
poor  delyded  Wej>l^yftP3^  'for  J. am,  compelled  to  Wte.jaa  I  do  gu 
^qcoiinjL  of  having  suffered' so  much,  ifrom  both,  them '  and  their  de-i 
iusiv^.  doctrinest    ^n  short,,  I  find  so  piuch  Wesleyanism  in  my  old, 
carnal  heart,  mioghng  with  ^\\X  tliink,  do,  and  say^  that  my  hatred' 
o£it  iacreases.a3  fast  as  time  silvers  my  locks.     Arminianisra  is  the 
religion  of  nature*  therefore  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God,  grace  of 
God,  and  teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  God,     It  wounds  the  mind  of 
a chilxl of  God,, embitters  his  life,  disturbs  his  peace,  and  interferes 
with  jA^s  joys.     Why  should  we,  therefore,  give  place  to  the  devU 
by  enicquraging  and  countenancing  this  brat  of  his,  this  child  of  his 
own  begetting  ?  1  firmly  believe  that  such  men  as  Wesley,  Fletcher, 
and  others,  who  have  publicly  condemned  the  glorious  doctrines  of 
grace,  and  wounded  the  minds  and  blackened  the  characters  of 
those  servants  of  God  who  have  boldly  and  valiantly  stood  up   for 
the  defence  of  the  gospel,  ought  to  be  publicly  exposed  and  refuted 
by  every  possible  and  lawful  means.     Servants  of  God  are   not  to 
have  their  mouth  gagged  by  the  fleshly  cant  of  "charity  to 'all.** 
Some  of  the  people  of  God  seem  to  think  that  there  is  danger 
attending  being  too  strict  and  particular  about  the  whole  truth. 
They  do  not  like  to  see  error  and  those  who  proclaim  it  exposed. 
But  this  is  a  felse  delicacy,  a  mistaken  notion.     False  doctrine  and 
the  contenders  for  it  must  be  opposed  and  exposed.  Would  not  the 
Arminians  take  all  before  them  ?     Would  they  not,  like  the  Papists, 
root  out  every  particle  of  truth,  and  those  who  possessed  it,  could 
they  get  suflSicient  power?      Would  any  poor,  heaven-taught  child 
of  God  be  allowed  a  moment's  peace  ?     When  I  think  of  these 
things,  I  mourn  in  secret  on  account  of  the  backwardness  of  many 
of  Zion'^  professed  watchmen  in  exposing  error  and  opposing  those 
who  contend  for  it.     There  seems  among  them  a  greater  timidity 
of  hurting  the  enemies  of  God's  truth  than  wounding  the  mind? 
of  God's  children.  '  For  my  part,  I  believe  that  Zion's  best  firiends 
are  those. who  are  determined,  by  the  graee  of  God,   to  root  out, 
pull  down,  and  destroy,  every  error,  lie,  and  false  doctrine,  whether 
trom  the  steeple,  workhouse,  or  the  pit ;  and  this  is  mosi  effectually 
done  by  declaring  the  whole  truths  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 


The  tmtli  of  God,  in  all  its  parts, 
Iti^eaif  t^ncl,4ear.to  living  heart9  ;  ' 
And  thougby  to  hold,  it  pauseth  striie, 
l*liey  p^^WiViriore  than  homan  liftf.' 


To  gain  renown,  to  get  esteem, 

ffiey,  ,4$ce  mot  hapten  with  the  stream ; 
utlboldly  sVim  against  the  tide, 
'  And  every  storm  m  life  outride." 


{To  be  continued  in  our  next.) 
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A     SERMON. 

The  Thirteenth. 

Praaoued  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Triggs. 

As  the  Lord  set  the  cloud  round  about  the  Mount,  that  nothing 
should  touch  it,  so  concerning  the  mystery  of  the  Incarnation  of  the 
Son  of  God,  it  is  so  wrapped  up,  that  neither  man  nor    angel  can 
step  over  its  bounds*      The  children  of  Israel  knew  nothing  of  the 
communion  between  Grod  and  Moses  on  the  mount,  and  there  is 
none  can  understand  the  Incarnation,  but  God  Himself  and  yet 
the  mercy  and  blessedness  of  the  Church  is  to  be  holding  the  my 
stery  of  the  faith  in  a  pure  conscience :  and  the  more  we  are  led  in- 
to the  contemplation  of  the  Incarnation,  the  more  precious  it  appears 
to  the  spiritual  mind,     Mark  you,  it  is  not  raising  up  a  man  or 
woman  into  a  state  of  communion  with  God  ;  but  it  is  God  coming 
down  in  our  ^lery  nature,  and  having  communion  with  us  there; 
and  not  only  so,  but  that  He  may  have  a  full  and  personal  feeling 
with  each  and  every  one  of  His  members.     If  we  could  but  enter 
into  a  little  of  the  glorious  fulness  of  this  subject,  how  little  every- 
thing would  appear  that  stops  short  of  it     in   Luke  ii.  we  read, 
"It  is  glory  to  God  in  the  highest,"  "on  earth  peace."      What  is 
that  ?     God's  peace  in  the  heart ;  "  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
all  understandmg."    It  is  not  only  "  peace  on  earth,"  but  "  good 
will  toward  men."     Pause,  and  ponder  this  in  the  heart ;    admire, 
adore,  and  rejoice  in  "  Emmanuel,  God  with  us."     And  mark  an- 
other thing,  for  our  salvation  and  blesedncss  is  connected  with  it, 
that  it  was  the  Incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God  that  gave  time  ite 
fulness;   for  what  an  empty  thing  time  would  be    without  our 
glorious  Christ  And  how  sweet  the  testimony  sounds  at  all  times : 
"  But  when  the  fulness  of  the  time  was  come."      Our  forefathers 
had  beeen  looking  forward  in  expectation  of  the  Incarnation,  but 
there  was  none  but  God  Himselt  that  knew  when  the  fulness  of 
the  time  would  be,  when  He  would  send  forth  His  Son,  made  of  a 
woman,     I  will  just  drop  this  hint :  Christ  is  not  called  the  fruit  of 
the  loins ;  He  is  called  the  fruit  of  the  woinb-     He  was  made  of  a 
woman,  and  He  was  made  under  the  law.     And  that  gospel  sermon 
preached  by  the  Lord  our  God  to  an  audience  of  three,  had  r^r- 
ence  to  the  fulness  of  time*     I  mean  to  Adam  and  Eve,  wljiem  the 
devil  heard  and  looked  on,  of  whom  He  said,   "  X  will  put  entnity 
between  thee  and  the  woman,  between  thy  seed  and  \i^x  seed ;  He 
shall  bruise  thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  bruise  His  heel,"  .  ,This  was 
the  first  promise  concerning  Him,  and  the  faith  of  every  oae  prior 
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to  the  Incarnation  of  Christ  vras  founded  on  that  absolute  declar- 
ation and  unchanging  blessedness  of  the  Word  of  God.  "  In  the 
fulness  of  time  God  sent  forth  His  Son*"  Not  a  pre-existing  soul 
man ;  not  a  pre-existing  glory  pattern  man ;  but  God  sent  forth 
His  Son ;  and  take  notice  ajad^  see  bow  partienlar  the  Lord  is,  that 
Christ  is  called  the  only  begotten  Son  ;  for  if  He  was  not  one  in 
nature,  essence,  eternity,  power,  and  glory,  He  could  not  be  God's 
only  begotten  Son.  I  drop  this  hint  because  the  subject  is  most 
precious  to  my  soul,  having  been  surrounded  by  that  flimsy  fleshly 
doctrine  of  the  prc-existerians.  May  God  keep  you  from  such 
heresy ;  for  it  matters  not  what  you  believe  in,  if  you  do  not  believe 
in  the  Son  of  God,  Satan  will  not  tempt  nor  plague  you  about  it. 
Bot  what  were  the  prophets  writing  about  and  expecting  ?  What 
was  Simeon,  Anna,  and  others  in  the  Church,  waiting  for?  where 
was  their  heart,  mind,  thoughts,  desires,  and  expectations  ?  The 
Incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God.  Then  mark  another  glorious 
mercy,  represented  by  the  two  cherubims  on  the  mercy  seat.  The 
Church  that  went  before  the  Incarnation,  and  the  Church  that 
follows  after,  cry,  *'  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David !  Hosanna 
to  God  in  the  highest  1"  The  Church  that  went  before,  and  the 
Church  that  follows  after  the  Incarnation,  both  meet  face  to  face  on 
the  mercy  seat  in  oneness  of  heart ;  and  I  may  say  the  text  engraven 
before  them  is,  "  Christ  is  all  and  in  all,"  Let  me  make  another 
remark  on  the  expectation  of  the  olden  saints ;  they  were  not  writing 
novels,  like  parsons  in  our  day :  but  they  were  "  searching."  Not 
underground,  to  find  out  how  many  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
^orld  was  created.  No,  but  searching  what  and  wnat  manner  of 
time  the  Spirit  of  Christ  which  was  in  them  did  signify,  when  it 
testified  beforehand,  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  the  glory  that 
should  follow.  1  don't  think  you  will  find  many  children  of  God 
that  know  much  about  geological  or  scientific  matters  :  their  object 
and  subject,  according  to  the  desire  of  their  heart,  is  to  know  more 
of  Christ,  to  love  Him  more,  to  serve  Him  more,  and  to  live  only 
for  Him ;  and  to  have  wisdom,  understanding,  strength,  and  ability 
enough  to  pass  on  as  pilgrims  and  strangers ;  "  For  here  we  have 
no  continuing  city ;  but  we  seek  one  to  come;*'  and  many  times 
long  « tO'  depart,  to  be  with  Christ  which  is  far  better.*' 

Well,  then,  they  were  searching,  and  we  are  searching :  some- 
times when  I  am' searching,  I  only  Ipofe  on  the  black  letter,  but  at 
another  time  the  door  is  opened,  the  avenue  is  clear,  the  glory 
of  th^  Lord  is  unfolded,  as  the  light  shining  in  a  dark  place,  then 
is  an  entrance  into  the  mind,  will,  pleasure  thoughts,  purpose, 
covenant,  and  promise  of  the  person  of  our  most  glorious  Christ. 
Two  or  three  words  arrested  the  mind  last  night,  and  I  then 
thought  it  would  be  our  Christmas  day  text ;  they  are  recorded 
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in  Luke  i.  72  :  <^The  mercy  promised."  What  is  it?  Christ 
And  what  is  the  mercy  promised  to  do  ?  To  perform  all  the  con- 
ditions of  the  everlasting  covenant  between  the  Father  and  Son ; 
and  the  opening  of  that  covenant  warms  the  heart  of  a  child  of 
God  day  by  day.  What  is  it  ?  "I  will  be  Surety  for  him  ;  of  my 
hand  shalt  thou  require  him ;  if  I  bring  him  not  again  to  thee,  and 
set  him  before  thee,  then  let  me  bear  the  blame  for  ever." 

But  our  text  reads  thus :  "  Where  is  He  that  is  bom  King 
of  the  Jews  ?"  Matt.  ii.  2.  Let  me  make  a  remark  at  the  thresh- 
hold  of  this  profound  subject.  Great  search  has  been  made  to  find 
out  ifposfcibte  where  those  wise  men  came  from,  who  came  *to  wor- 
ship God  Incarnate ;  but  that  does  not  concern  us ;  but  it  is  evident, 
as  they  were  called  wise  men,  they  were  wise  to  do  evil,  they 
were  magicians,  soothsayers,  and  sorcerers.  These  were  the  first 
of  the  Gentile  Church  tnat  had  been  wrapt  up  for  ages  in  devilism 
and  witchcraft,  and  they  came  to  prostrate  themselves  at  the  feet  of 
"  Emmanuel,  God  with  us<."  If  this  was  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
first  worshippers,  all  those  that  follow  on  are  just  like  them,  using 
all  manner  of  divination,  sorcery,  and  devilish  acts,  before  sovereign 
grace,  reigning  mercy,  and  abounding  love,  brought  you  and  me  to 
seek  Him,  **  who  is  born  King  of  the  Jews." 

It  appears  that  these  wise  men  were  at  a  great  distance  from  Jer- 
usalem, and  I  don't  think  there  were  any  directing  posts  in  thos3 
days,  and  it  does  not  appear  they  knew  the  road ;  in  a  certain 
sense  they  were  true  Abrahamites.  In  what  manner?  They  went 
out,  not  knowing  whither  they  went.  They  went  out  for  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  into  the  land  of  Canaan  they  came.  And  it  is  the 
same  now  with  every  child  of  God:  for  as  sure  as  God  sets  him 
seeking,  so  sure  will  God  direct  him  step  by  step,  until  he  can  say, 
**  I  have  found  Him  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law  and  the  prophets 
did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth."  Then  He  saith,  "  Whoso  findeth 
me,  findeth  life,  and  shall  obtain  favor  of  the  Lord ;  but  he  that 
sinneth  against  me,  wrongethhisown  soul :  all  they  that  hate  me  love 
death."  ^  Take  notice  of  this,  as  there  is  a  sweet  analogy  in  it  with 
the  experience  of  God's  children.  "  They  saw  a  light :"  that  was 
the  attraction ;  for,  speaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  had  they  not 
seen  the  light,  there  would  have  been  no  attraction.  Just  so  with 
you  and  me,  we  saw  the  light,  the  light  was  manifested,  and  that 
nght  pointed  and  directed  them  to  a  certain  place,  where  they 
should  find  that  which  they  sought.  The  light  shined  two  ways ; 
it  shone  in  their  hearts,  and  it  shone  toward  Christ,  and  by  that 
light  they  went  direct  to  Jerusalem. 

{To  be  continued,) 
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THE  WAY  HE  HATH  LED  ME . 

(Continued  Jram  page  137). 

Another  male  deceiver  I  \vill  now  name,  as  I  am  about  it,  and  this 
in  the  shape  of  a  real  son  of  Abtaham  in  the  flesh,  and  who 
professed  to  be  a  son  of  Abraham  in  the  spirit;  but  in  this  re- 
spect he  did  lie ;  for  I  verily  bielieve  that  he  never  entered  the 
covenant  by  circnmcicaon.  1  have  often  heard  of  beinff  '<  Jewed/^ 
and  there  was  no  mistake  about  it  in  this  case.  Of  all  the  male  hy- 
pocrites that  I  ever  met  with  this  man  was  the  worst  Talk  about 
a  woman's  tongue  going  nineteen  to  the  dossen,  it  was  nothing  to 
his^  for  his  would  go  ninety-nine.  If  this  man  fairly  represented 
his  people,  I  must  acknowledge  them  to  be  the  most  crafty  of  all 
nations.  It  was  the  first  time  I  ever  met  with  a  Jewish  professor, 
and  I  were  going  to  say  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last,  unless  they  are 
real  possessors. 

This  son  of  Abraham  came  to  our  chapel,  and  made  himself 
known  as  a  real  child  of  Grod ;  one  who  had  been  taught  to  renounce 
the  old  covenant,  with  all  ita  formuU)  and  embrace  the  Rock  for 
want  of  a  shelter.  I  took  great  interest  in  him,  and  ielt  delighted 
to  hear  him  talk  of  tlrair  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies*  Never  did 
I  meet  with  a  man  that  seemed  to  be  brought  into  the  simplicity  of 
a  child  as  this  man ;  and  so  humble  did  he  appear,  that  you  would 
have  thought  he  would  allow  you  to  use  him  as  a  door  mat.  Talk 
about  no  man  being  so  meek  as  Moses,  I  think  had  Moses  been 
half  as  meek  and  mild  as  that  man,  he  never  would  have  called  the 
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in  Luke  i.  72  :  <^The  mercy  promised."  What  is  it?  Christ. 
And  what  is  the  mercy  promised  to  do  ?  To  perform  all  the  con- 
ditions of  the  everlasting  covenant  between  the  Father  and  Son ; 
and  the  opening  of  that  covenant  warms  the  heart  of  a  child  of 
God  day  by  day.  What  is  it  ?  "I  will  be  Surety  for  him  ;  of  my 
hand  shalt  thou  require  him ;  if  I  bring  him  not  again  to  thee,  and 
set  him  before  thee,  then  let  me  bear  the  blame  for  ever.'* 

But  our  text  reads  thus :  "  Where  is  He  that  is  bom  King 
of  the  Jews  ?"  Matt  ii.  2.  Let  me  make  a  remark  at  the  thresh- 
hold  of  this  profound  subject.  Great  search  has  been  made^to  find 
out  ifposfcible  where  those  wise  men  came  from,  who  came  to  wor- 
ship God  Incarnate ;  but  that  does  not  concern  us ;  but  it  is  evident, 
as  they  were  called  wise  men,  they  were  wise  to  do  evil,  they 
were  magicians,  soothsayers,  and  sorcerers.  These  were  the  first 
of  the  Gentile  Church  tnat  had  been  wrapt  up  for  ages  in  devilism 
and  witchcraft,  and  they  came  to  prostrate  themselves  at  the  feet  of 
"  Emmanuel,  God  with  us,"  If  this  was  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
first  worshippers,  all  those  that  follow  on  are  just  like  them,  using 
all  manner  of  divination,  sorcery,  and  devilish  acts,  before  sovereign 
grace,  reigning  mercy,  and  abounding  love,  brought  you  and  me  to 
seek  Him,  **who  is  born  King  of  the  Jews." 

It  appears  that  these  wise  men  were  at  a  great  distance  from  Jer- 
usalem, and  I  don't  think  there  were  any  directing  posts  in  thos3 
days,  and  it  does  not  appear  they  knew  the  road ;  in  a  certain 
sense  they  were  true  Abrahamites.  In  what  manner?  They  went 
out,  not  knowing  whither  they  went.  They  went  out  for  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  into  the  land  of  Canaan  they  came.  And  it  is  the 
same  now  with  every  child  of  God:  for  as  sure  as  God  sets  him 
seeking,  so  sure  will  God  direct  him  step  by  step,  until  he  can  say, 
"  I  have  found  Him  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law  and  the  prophets 
did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth."  Then  He  saith,  "  Whoso  findeth 
me,  findeth  life,  and  shall  obtain  favor  of  the  Lord ;  but  he  that 
sinneth  against  me,  wrongeth  his  own  soul:  all  they  that  hate  me  love 
death."  ^  Take  notice  of  this,  as  there  is  a  sweet  analogy  in  it  with 
the  experience  of  God's  children.  "  They  saw  a  light :"  that  was 
the  attraction ;  for,  speaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  had  they  not 
seen  the  light,  there  would  have  been  no  attracti(Hi.     Just  so  with 

ijou  and  me,  we  saw  the  light,  the  light  was  manifested,  and  that 
ight  pointed  and  directed  them  to  a  certain  place,  where  they 
shoula  find  that  which  they  sought.  The  light  shined  two  ways ; 
it  shone  in  their  hearts,  and  it  shone  toward  Christ,  and  by  that 
light  they  went  direct  to  Jerusalem. 

{To  be  continued,) 
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(Continued  from  page  \^7)> 

Another  male  deceiver  I  x^ill  now  name,  as  I  am  about  it,  and  this 
in  the  shape  of  a  real  son  of  Abraham  in  the  flesh,  and  who 
professed  to  be  a  son  of  Abraham  in  the  spirit ;  but  in  this  re- 
spect he  did  lie ;  for  I  verily  bielieve  that  he  never  entered  the 
covenant  by  circumcision.  1  have  of^en  heard  of  beinff  '<  Jewed,'^ 
and  there  was  no  mistake  about  it  in  this  case.  Of  all  the  male  hy- 
pocrites that  I  ever  met  with  this  man  Was  the  worst  Talk  about 
a  woman's  tongue  going  nineteen  to  the  dossen,  it  was  nothing  to 
his5  fo^  bis  would  go  ninety-nine.  If  this  man  fairly  represented 
his  people,  I  must  acknowledge  them  to  be  the  most  crafty  of  all 
nations.  It  was  the  first  time  I  ever  met  with  a  Jewish  professor, 
and  I  were  going  to  say  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last,  unl^s  they  are 
real  possessors. 

This  son  of  Abraham  came  to  oar  chapel,  and  made  himself 
known  as  a  real  child  of  God ;  one  who  had  been  taught  to  renounce 
the  old  covenant,  witii  all  its  f<»Tnolai  and  embrace  the  Rock  for 
want  of  a  shelter.  I  look  great  interest  in  him,  and  felt  delighted 
to  hear  him  talk  of  their  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies*  Never  did 
I  meet  with  a  man  that  seemed  to  be  brought  into  the  simplicity  of 
a  child  as  this  man ;  and  so  humble  did  he  appear,  that  you  would 
have  thought  he  would  allow  you  to  uie  him  as  a  door  mat.  Talk, 
about  no  man  being  so  meek  as  Moses,  I  think  had  Moses  been 
half  as  meek  and  mild  as  that  man,  he  never  would  have  called  the 
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in  Luke  i.  72  :  <^  The  mercy  promised."  What  is  it  ?  Christ. 
And  what  is  the  mercy  promised  to  do  ?  To  perform  all  the  con- 
ditions of  the  everlasting  covenant  between  the  Father  and  Son; 
and  the  opening  of  that  covenant  warms  the  heart  of  a  child  of 
God  day  by  day.  What  is  it  ?  "I  will  be  Surety  for  him  ;  of  my 
hand  shalt  thou  require  him ;  if  I  bring  him  not  again  to  thee,  and 
set  him  before  thee,  then  let  me  bear  the  blame  for  ever.'* 

But  our  text  reads  thus :  "  Where  is  He  that  is  born  King 
of  the  Jews  ?"  Matt.  ii.  2.  Let  me  make  a  remark  at  the  thresh- 
hold  of  this  profound  subject.  Great  search  has  been  made  to  find 
out  ifposfcible  where  those  wise  men  came  from,  who  came  to  wor- 
ship God  Incarnate ;  but  that  does  not  concern  us ;  but  it  is  evident, 
as  they  were  called  wise  men,  they  wsre  wise  to  do  evil,  they 
were  magicians,  soothsayers,  and  sorcerers.  These  were  the  first 
of  the  Gentile  Church  that  had  been  wrapt  up  for  ages  in  devilism 
and  witchcraft,  and  they  came  to  prostrate  themselves  at  the  feet  of 
"  Emmanuel,  God  with  us<,"  If  this  was  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
first  worshippers,  all  those  that  follow  on  are  just  like  them,  using 
all  manner  of  divination,  sorcery,  and  devilish  acts,  before  sovereign 
grace,  reigning  mercy,  and  abounding  love,  brought  you  and  me  to 
seek  Him,  **  who  is  born  King  of  the  Jews." 

It  appears  that  these  wise  men  were  at  a  great  distance  from  Jer- 
usalem, and  I  don't  think  there  were  any  directing  posts  in  thos3 
days,  and  it  does  not  appear  they  knew  the  road;  in  a  certain 
sense  they  were  true  Abrahamites.  In  what  manner?  They  went 
out,  not  knowing  whither  they  went.  They  went  out  for  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  into  the  land  of  Canaan  they  came.  And  it  is  the 
same  now  with  every  child  of  God:  for  as  sure  as  God  sets  him 
seeking,  so  sure  will  God  direct  him  step  by  step,  until  he  can  say, 
**  I  have  found  Him  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law  and  the  prophets 
did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth."  Then  He  saith,  "  Whoso  findeth 
me,  findeth  life,  and  shall  obtain  favor  of  the  Lord ;  but  he  that 
sinneth  against  me,  wrongeth  his  own  soul :  all  they  that  hate  me  love 
death."  ^  Take  notice  of  this,  as  there  is  a  sweet  analogy  in  it  with 
the  experience  of  God's  children.  "  They  saw  a  light :"  that  was 
the  attraction ;  for,  speaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  had  they  not 
seen  the  light,  there  would  have  been  no  attraction.  Just  so  with 
you  and  me,  we  saw  the  light,  the  light  was  manifested,  and  that 
ught  pointed  and  directed  them  to  a  certain  place,  where  they 
should  find  that  which  they  sought.  The  light  shined  two  ways ; 
it  shone  in  their  hearts,  and  it  shone  toward  Christ,  and  by  that 
light  they  went  direct  to  Jerusalem. 

(To  be  conHnued.) 
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(Continued  Jrom  page  \%7), 

Another  male  deceiver  I  \vill  now  name,  as  I  am  about  it,  and  thid 
in  the  shape  of  a  real  son  of  Abraham  in  the  flesh,  and  who 
professed  to  be  a  son  of  Abraham  in  the  spirit;  but  in  this  re- 
spect he  did  lie ;  for  I  verily  bielieve  thai  he  never  entered  the 
covenant  by  circumcision.  1  have  of^en  heard  of  beinff  '<  Jewed,'^ 
and  there  was  no  mistake  about  it  in  this  case.  Of  all  the  male  hy- 
pocrites that  I  ever  met  with  this  man  was  the  worst  Talk  about 
a  woman's  tongue  going  nineteen  to  the  dossen,  it  was  nothing  to 
his,  for  his  would  go  ninety-nine.  If  this  man  fairly  represented 
his  people,  I  must  acknowledge  them  to  be  the  most  crafty  of  all 
nations.  It  was  the  first  time  I  ever  met  with  a  Jewish  professor, 
and  I  were  going  to  say  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last,  unl^s  they  are 
real  possessors. 

This  son  of  Abraham  came  to  oar  chapel,  and  made  himself 
known  as  a  real  child  of  God ;  one  who  had  been  taught  to  renounce 
the  old  covenant,  witii  all  its  formula)  and  embrace  the  Rock  for 
want  of  a  shelter.  I  took  great  inteirest  in  him,  and  felt  delighted 
to  hear  him  talk  of  their  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies*  Never  did 
I  meet  with  a  man  that  seemed  to  be  brought  into  the  simplicity  of 
a  child  as  this  man ;  and  so  humble  did  he  appesur,  that  you  would 
have  thought  he  would  allow  you  to  use  him  as  a  door  mat.  Talk, 
about  no  man  being  so  meek  as  Moses,  I  think  had  Moses  been 
half  as  meek  and  mild  as  that  man,  he  never  would  have  called  the 
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in  Luke  i.  72  :  <^  The  mercy  promised."  What  is  it  ?  Christ 
And  what  is  the  mercy  promised  to  do  ?  To  perform  all  the  con- 
ditions of  the  everlasting  covenant  between  the  Father  and  Son ; 
and  the  opening  of  that  covenant  warms  the  heart  of  a  child  of 
God  day  by  day.  What  is  it  ?  "I  will  be  Surety  for  him ;  of  my 
hand  shalt  thou  require  him ;  if  I  bring  him  not  again  to  thee,  and 
set  him  before  thee,  then  let  me  bear  the  blame  for  ever." 

But  our  text  reads  thus :  "  Where  is  He  that  is  bom  King 
of  the  Jews  ?"  Matt  ii.  2.  Let  me  make  a  remark  at  the  thresh- 
hold  of  this  profound  subject.  Great  search  has  been  made^to  find 
out  ifposfeible  where  those  wise  men  came  from,  who  came  *i:o  wor- 
ship God  Incarnate ;  but  that  does  not  concern  us ;  but  it  is  evident, 
as  they  were  called  wise  men,  they  were  wise  to  do  evil,  they 
were  magicians,  soothsayers,  and  sorcerers.  These  were  the  first 
of  the  Gentile  Church  tnat  had  been  wrapt  up  for  ages  in  devilism 
and  witchcraft,  and  they  came  to  prostrate  themselves  at  the  feet  of 
"  Emmanuel,  God  with  us,"  If  this  was  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
first  worshippers,  all  those  that  follow  on  are  just  like  them,  using 
all  manner  of  divination,  sorcery,  and  devilish  acts,  before  sovereign 
grace,  reigning  mercy,  and  abounding  love,  brought  you  and  me  to 
seek  Him,  **  who  is  born  King  of  the  Jews." 

It  appears  that  these  wise  men  were  at  a  great  distance  from  Jer- 
usalem, and  I  don't  think  there  were  any  directing  posts  in  thos3 
days,  and  it  does  not  appear  they  knew  the  road ;  in  a  certain 
sense  they  were  true  Abrahamites.  In  what  manner?  They  went 
out,  not  knowing  whither  they  went.  They  went  out  for  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  into  the  land  of  Canaan  they  came.  And  it  is  the 
same  now  with  every  child  of  God:  for  as  sure  as  God  sets  him 
seeking,  so  sure  will  God  direct  him  step  by  step,  until  he  can  say, 
"  I  have  found  Him  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law  and  the  prophets 
did  write,  Jesus  of  Nazareth."  Then  He  saith,  "  Whoso  findeth 
me,  findeth  life,  and  shall  obtain  favor  of  the  Lord ;  but  he  that 
sinneth  against  me,  wrongeth  his  own  soul:  all  they  that  hate  me  love 
death."  ^  Take  notice  of  this,  as  there  is  a  sweet  analogy  in  it  with 
the  experience  of  God's  children.  "  They  saw  a  light  :*'  that  was 
the  attraction ;  for,  speaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  had  they  not 
seen  the  light,  there  would  have  been  no  attraction.     Just  so  with 

i^ou  and  me,  we  saw  the  light,  the  light  was  manifested,  and  that 
ight  pointed  and  directed  them  to  a  certain  place,  where  they 
should  find  that  which  they  sought.  The  light  shined  two  ways ; 
it  shone  in  their  hearts,  and  it  shone  toward  Christ,  and  by  that 
light  they  went  direct  to  Jerusalem. 

{To  be  continued,) 


ZION'S   WITNESS, 


■  .■■I  I  ■  I  I  ■         ■  ■      ■      ■  ijfc-^— .  I  ■!■       !■  I       I  II        i» 

Vol.  VIII.  MAY,  1866.  No.  9%. 

.  I  I  ■   PIP  I    ■   ■■ 11  ..       ^1      ,    , ,., 


p«OT*a>*iVw*^ 

—  'III*        ii  ^ 


THE  WAY  HE  HATH  LED  ME. 

{Continued  from  page  \%7), 

Another  male  deceiver  I  \^ill  now  name,  as  I  am  about  it,  and  this 
in  the  shape  of  a  real  son  of  Abraham  in  the  flesh,  and  who 
professed  to  be  a  son  of  Abraham  in  the  spirit;  but  in  this  re- 
spect he  did  lie ;  for  I  verily  bielieve  that  he  never  entered  the 
covenant  by  circnmcinon.  1  have  of^n  heard  of  beioff  '<  Jewed/^ 
and  there  was  no  mistake  about  it  in  this  case.  Of  all  the  male  hy- 
pocrites that  I  ever  met  with  this  man  was  the  worst  Talk  about 
a  woman's  tongue  going  nineteen  to  the  dozen,  it  was  nothing  to 
his,  for  his  would  go  ninety-nine.  If  this  man  fairly  represented 
his  people,  I  must  acknowledge  them  to  be  the  most  crafty  of  all 
nations.  It  was  the  first  time  I  ever  met  with  a  Jewish  professor, 
and  I  were  going  to  say  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last,  unless  they  are 
real  possessons. 

This  son  of  Abraham  came  to  our  chapel,  and  made  himself 
known  ius  a  real  child  of  Gfod ;  one  who  had  been  taught  to  renounce 
the  old  covenant,  witibi  all  its  fcmnulaf  and  embrace  the  Rock  for 
want  of  a  shelter.  I  took  great  interest  in  him,  and  felt  delighted 
to  hear  him  talk  of  their  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies*  Never  did 
I  meet  with  a  man  that  seemed  to  be  brought  ii»to  the  simplicity  of 
a  child  as  this  man ;  and  so  humble  did  he  appear,  that  you  would 
have  thought  he  would  allow  you  to  use  him  as  a  door  mat*  Talk 
about  no  man  being  so  meek  as  Moses,  I  think  had  Moses  been 
half  as  meek  and  mild  as  that  man,  he  never  would  have  called  the 
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children  of  Israel  rebels.  Offend  you  ?  Why  he  would  rather  walk 
to  Jerusalem  bare-foot  Hurt  a  worm?  Not  he.  Deceive  you? 
Far  from  it.  Could  you  doubt  his  honesty  ?  Impossible.  "  Te 
tear  Lord  knows  my  heart !"  was  a  common  expression. 

He  was  a  man  of  about  50  years  of  age,  he  married  a  young  wife, 
and  was  having  a  young  family  very  fast ;  and  as  he  had  renounced 
the  religion  of  his  ancestors,  they  would  afford  him  neither  succour 
nor  silver.  Poor  P  He  was  that  to  a  degree.  In  fact,  he  had 
simply  nothing.  Pawn,  pawn,  pawn  he  dio,  until  all  was  pawned. 
What  could  he  do  ?  Buy  and  sell  he  could,  if  some  one  would  but 
start  him  with  a  few  pounds.  That  was  the  thing,  who  would  lend 
a  Jew  money  ?  Not  I,  had  it  not  been  that  he  was  a  child  of  God. 
Upon  this  ground  n\pney  was  lent.  He  bought,  he  sold,  he  got  a 
living.  Regularly  he  attended  "  Beulah,"  and  no  one  doubted  for 
a  moment  his  profession.  He  borrowed  of  me,  he  borrowed  of  others, 
and  each  thought  that  they  were  the  only  lenders.  He  did  not  al- 
ways borrow,  for  he  would  often  beg.  Well,  say  some,  both  were 
more  honourable  than  stealing.  True :  but  stop  a  minute.  One 
night  after  service  he  came  to  me  with  one  of  the  most  pitiable  tales 
of  woe  that  I  ever  heard.  Could  I  shake  him  off  ^  Not  L  My 
heart  fairly  bled  for  the  dear  child  of  God.  His  wife  was  ill,  with  a 
babe  at  breast,  he  had  nothing  for  her,  everything  pawnable  had 
been  pledged,  he  owed  nine  shillings  for  rent,  the  landlord  was 
about  to  turn  him  and  his  family  of  young  children  out  into  the 
street  that  night,  unless  the  amount  of  nine  shillings  was  forth- 
comings «  What  can  I  to  !  What  can  I  to  P  he  kept  exclaiming. 
"  Te  tear  Lord  knows !  Te  tear  Lord  knows  I"  flowed  in  rapid 
succession.  I  gave  him  the  money,  with  a  few  shillings  for  im- 
mediate wants,  and  then  started  off  home,  but  had  not  pro6eeded 
far  before  I  was  caught  again.  This  was  a  poor  despicable  looking 
woman.  She  had  been  waiting  for  me  to  come  out  of  the  chapel, 
but  as  I  walked  off  so  rapidly  she  had  to  run  for  it.  This  my 
friends  who  personally  know  me  will  believe  to  be  true,  for  they  are 
well  aware  that  my  usual  pace  is  about  four  or  five  miles  an  hour. 
The  dear  creature  was  out  of  breath,  and  was  some  minutes  before 
she  could  put  her  tale  together.  **  Well,  how  much  do  you  want  ?"  I 
said.  *•  Eighteen  pence  if  you  please,  sir ;  if  you'll  be  so  good,  sir." 
**  Here  it  is,  good  night,"  and  I  again  started  for  home.  This 
woman  was  one  of  the  worst  of  the  bad.  To  say  no  to  a  real  case 
or  a  false  one  I  hardly  knew  how. 

Well,  and  what  became  of  the  Jew?  and  what  became  of  the 
money  that  the  friends  had  lent  him?  No  one  knows ;  for  he  left 
us  in  the  lurch.  It  was  astonishing  how  many  had  lent  him  money, 
varying  in  amounts  from  5  to  40s.  No  doubt  be  found  it 
answer  his  purpose  well  to  acknowledge  that  the  Messiah  had  come. 
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not  only  into  Judea's  plains,  but  into  his  heart ;  but  His  coming  in 
this  case  had  a  very  different  effect  to  that  of  His  coming  into  the 
heart  of  Levi  the  publican.  One  poor  widow  1  was  very  sorry  for, 
of  whom  he  had  borrowed  40s«  If  grace  has  no  more  effect  on  the 
heart  of  Jews  than  this,  it  cannot  be  the  grace  of  God  which 
bringeth  salvation*  No  doubt  covetousness  was  his  besetting  sin, 
and  money  his  god ;  but  as  to  knowing  the  God  of  Abraham,  and 
having  the  fear  of  Abraham's  God  in  his  heart,  I  believe  that  he 
^vas  a  perfect  stranger  to  both.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  meet  with  a 
child  of  God  among  the  Jews  in  this  day  ;  but  we  thought  that  we 
had  met  with  that  rarity  at  <*  Beulah."  How  true  it  is  now  of  the 
Jews  as  a  people, 

**  Strangers  to  Abraham's  &itli  and  Abraham's  Sod, 
Their  temple  doors  contain  an  Ichabod.'* 

But  whoever  may  deceive  us,  and  even  ruin  us  as  far  as  temporal 
things  are  concerned,  what  a  mercy  for  us  that  the  Lord  has  not 
allowed  us  to  be  deceived  in  soul  matters.  Dear  reader,  the  de- 
ceived and  the  deceiver  are  His,  and  the  Lord  will  see  to  it  that 
they  shall  go  no  further  than  the  boundary  which  He  has  fixed ; 
and,  if  you  belong  to  Him,  not  a  hair  of  your  head  shall  perish. 
You  may  be  fearfully  imposed  upon,  and  stripped  of  all  earthly 
possessions  by  those  who  have  solemnly  avowed  themselves  your 
real  friends :  but  what  of  this  ?  Why  not  say,  *^  It  is  the  Lord,  let 
Him  do  as  seemeth  Him  good  ?"  The  gold  and  silver  for  your  use, 
the  clothes  for  your  wear,  the  health  for  both  body  and  mind,  to- 
gether with  every  loss  and  cross,  afiliction  and  temptation,  pain  and 
pang,  all,  all  Jare  dealt  out  in  weight  and  measure  by  your  covenant 
God.  Your  footsteps  in  providence  and  grace  are  all  wisely 
ordered  by  the  Lord;  and  what  the  poet  says  is  perfectly 
true: 

**  Tour  days  of  trials,  then, 

Are  all  ordainM  by  Heav'n: 
If  He  appoints  their  number  teit,  • 

You  ne'er  shall  have  blevbk." 

The  Lord  gave  me  two  good  men  in  the  shape  of  deacons.  They 
were  both  men  of  God,  and  were  an  ornament  to  their  profession. 
Much  I  could  say  here  in  their  favor,  but  I  am  sure  they  would 
not  thank  me  to  do  so.  They  were  both  in  a  good  position  in 
business,  and  extremely  liberal.  They  did  not  believe  m  keeping 
their  parson  poor,  although  I  was  often  much  poorer  than  they  had 
the  least  idea  of;  for  I  never  asked  a  creature  for  money  yet,  even 
though  I  have  been  without  a  shilling  many  a  time.  If  all  deacons 
were  like  these,  ministers  of  the  gospel  would  have  no  dread  of 
them ;  but  I  believe,  as  a  rule,  they  are  a  disgrace  to  heathens. 
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Empty  professors,  who  stand  pretty  well  in  worldly  things,  are  very 
fond  of  getting  into  office.  Hence  the  trouble  which  falls  to  the 
lot  of  God's  servants  from  lordly  deacons.  But  some  will  say  that 
my  right  hand  men  had  no  opportunity  of  showing  their  authority, 
for  they  possessed  no  po^ver,  inasmuch  as  the  chapel  was  mine. 
True,  1  was  in  no  way  under  obligation  to  them  in  this  respect ; 
but  I  should  not  fear  their  power  and  authority  to-morrow.  I  be- 
lieve this  made  no  difference  to  them  whatever.  The  fact  was,  they 
were  men  of  God,  loved  the  truth,  and  could  feed  under  my  ministry ; 
and  when  this  is  the  case,  all  is  welL  They  did  not  seek  the  office 
they  filled,  the  Church  did  not  choose  them,  though  well  satisfied 
with  them ;  but  I  felt  my  mind  free  to  ask  them,  and  they  consented. 
They  would  not  say,  "  fee  ye  clothed,  and  be  ye  filled,**  without 
putting  their  hand  into  their  pocket  and  giving  you  that  which 
would  both  clothe  and  filL  Not  they,  Mv  heart  has  been  warmed 
many  a  time  at  the  prayer  meeting  with  the  prayers  of  these  two 
brethren;  and  if  all  prayer  meetings  were  blessed  meetings  as  ours 
generally  were,  there  would  be  no  real  ground  for  finding  fault  with 
prayer  meetings.  But  they  are  too  often  praying  meetings,  as  dear 
Triggs  used  to  say ;  and  this  makes  all  the  difference.  Some  we 
have  had  at  these  meetings  who  would  pray  with  a  fluency  beyond 
my  power  to  describe.  Their  language  was  sublime,  and  sound  to 
the  letter.  Who  could  but  admire  ?  To  be  captivated  by  empty 
words  is  one  thing,  but  to  have  the  heart  broken  down  in  blessea 
contrition  is  another.  Language  flowery  and  speech  garnished  may 
allure,  dazzle,  and  bewitch ;  but  the  simple  breathings  of  a  poor  and 
contrite  sinner  will  refresh  the  heart,  cheer  the  spirit,  and  endear 
the  Lord  to  the  soul.  A  few  broken  sentences  from  the 
heart  of  a  living  child  of  God  is  ten  thousand  times  more  to  me 
than  flowing  period  from  the  lip^  of  a  graceless  professor.  One 
man  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  sit  under  me  at  ^^  Beulah  "  I  shall 
never  forget  Certainly  he  would  puzzle  any  poor  child  of  God. 
I  never  heard  a  man  pray  Hke  him  in  my  life.  This  man  pre- 
tended to  great  visions  and  revelations ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  they  were  not  of  the  same  sort  as  were  Paul's,  neither  do  I 
think  that  he  received  the  truth  in  the  same  way  as  did  those  who 
are  said  to  have  received  it  in  "  much  affliction  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost."  He  would  talk  a  child  of  God  dumb  in  a  few  minutes, 
especially  one  who  was  not  established,  grounded,  and  settled  in  the 
truth.  He  certainly  was  the  most  visionary  man  I  ever  knew.  No 
one  would  contend  for  visions  and  revelations  more  than  myself; 
but  let  it  be  the  vision  of  faith  in  heart  realisation  and  soul  enjoy- 
ment, and  let  it  be  the  revelation  of  the  Lord,  in  the  power  of  His 
Spirit,  by  the  ministration  of  the  Word  of-  truth.  But  flighty  im- 
aginations are  not  spiritual  visions ;    mental  excitement  is  not  the 
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effect  of  revelation.  To  have  Christ  revealed  in  the  heart  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  very  blessed  and  very  precious ;  to  enjoy  His  btessed 
presence  in  our  down  sitting  and  uprising,  in  our  going  out  and 
coming  in,  is  truly  soul-ennobling  and  heart-cheering ;  but  to  talk 
of  visions  in  the  way  that  this  man  would  always  speak  of  enjoying 
them,  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  I  can  bless  God  that  He  has 
in  much  love  and  mercy  revealed  Himself  unto  me  times  and  again, 
that  my  heart  and  soul  have  been  as  full  of  the  love  of  Christ  as 
they  could  possibly  hold,  and  that  I  have  wished  for  no  other 
heaven  but  His  gracious,  soul-comforting  presence ;  but  to  see  the 
Lord  in  the  way  that  this  man  has  with  nis  bodily  eves  I  do  not  ex- 
pect I  ever  shall.  He  would  say  that  wherever  He  went,  what- 
ever he  did,  there  was  the  Lord.  If  he  went  ia  front  of  his  shop 
and  looked  upon  his  house,  it  was  beaming  with  glory ;  if  he  looked 
upon  his  wife  she  was  surrounded  with  glory.  Wherever  he  turned 
his  eyes,  there  was  the  Lord  in  the  shape  of  a  dove.  When  he  went 
to  market  early  in  the  morning  in  his  trap  there  was  the  dove 
hovering  ever  him,  before  him,  and  round  about  him.  But  there, 
time  and  space  would  fail  to  enter  more  minutely  into  what  this 
man  saw  and  said.  He  was  delighted  with  my  ministry  at  **  Beulah," 
as  also  was  his  wife.  But  He  did  not  stop  long.  His  wondrous 
visions  were  not  sufficiently  entertained  by  us  for  him,  there  is  no 
doubt.  The  cause  that  he  assigned  for  leaving  my  ministry  I  do  not 
remember,  neither  did  I  grieve  when  his  seat  was  vacated ;  for  I 
could  not  receive  him  as  a  man  taught  of  God ;  and  his  leaving  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  made  little  if  any  difference  to  me ;  for  be- 
yond taking  two  sittings,  and  paying  about  Is.  per  quarter  to  the 
collection,  I  never  saw  the  color  or  shape  of  his  money.  This  was  not  be- 
cause he  was  poor ;  for  he  had  a  good  business  and  no  family  to  keep. 
He  was  well  off  in  this  world's  goods,  and  I  am  much  afraid  that  was  atU 
The  great  visions  and  revelations  never  made  him  liberal  to  the 
cause  that  he  professed  to  so  much  love.  Had  he  been  the  most 
liberal  giver  in  my  chapel,  I  do  not  think  I  should  have  stayed  at 
•*  Beulah  *'  between  3  and  4  years.  Where  he  went  afler  leaving 
me  I  know  not ;  but  I  trust  ere  this,  if  the  Lord's  will,  that  he  can 
"  come  to  visions  and  revelations "  of  the  same  sort  as  did  Paul ; 
then  he  will  see  the  vast  difference  between  empty  notions  and  real 
knowledge. 

Child  of  God,  heart  work  is  the  thing  after  all ;  without  it,  all  is 
a  blank.  To  receive  the  Word  in  the  letter  with  joy  is  one  thing, 
but  to  receive  it  in  the  Spirit,  coming  like  a  sharp  two-edged  sword, 
is  another.  The  Lord  says,  "  I  kill,  and  I  make  alive :  I  wound, 
and  I  heal."  Therefore  you  must  be  killed,  and  then  made  alive ; 
wounded,  and  then  healed  by  the  Lord  Himself.  Indeed,  what 
the  poet  says  is  right, 
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"  True  rciligion's  more  than  notion, 
Something  must  be  known  and  £elt.** 

It  was  impressed  for  a  long  time  on  my  mind  to  send  out  a  monthly 
magazine  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  God  scattered  abroad. 
But  the  undertaking  seemed  so  gigantic,  that  I  could  scarly  entertain 
the  thought  of  carrying  it  out,  especially  as  I  was  not  in  a  position 
to  bear  any  loss  that  I  felt  sure  would  be  incurred.  Put  it  away; 
and  think  no  more  o£  it  I  could  not,  so  that  if  it  appeared  a  work 
too  great  to  carry  out,  it  seemed  a  greater  work  by  far  to  let  it 
alone.  My  thoughts  I  communicated  to  none  but  the  Lord,  and 
be^ed  of  Him  day  after  day  that  if  it  were  not  of  Him  lo  kindly 
banish  it  from  my  mind,. but  if  it  would  promote  His  glory,  and  be 
of  any  benefit  to  Zion,  to  graciously  make  a  way  for  it.  This  He 
did  most  unexpectedly:  for  one  mornmg,  haviug  the  matter  pressing 
very  heavily  upon  the  mind,  I  had  occasion  to  call  at  my  brother's 
printing  office,  when  he  told  me  that  he  would  be  glad  if  I  could 
manage  to  publish  a  monthly  magazine.  At  this  I  was  much  as- 
tonished, as  I  had  never  hinted  at  such  a  thing  to  him ;  and  I  felt 
in  a  moment  that  it  was  the  Lord's  doings,  and  that  the  periodical 
would  be  published  in  due  time.  Had  my  brother  known  the  truth, 
I  should  at  once  have  told  him  my  varied  exercises  of  mmd  about  it. 
He,  of  course,  looked  upon  the  matter  in  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  and  was  very  sanguine  as  to  the  financial  results.  I  left  him 
with  a  promise  of  his  bearing  further  from  me  about  it.  In  the 
mean  time  I  again  and  again  committed  the  matter  into  the 
hands  of  my  God,  when  He  was  pleased  to  repeatedly  give  me 
encouraging  portions  of  His  own  Word,  such  as,  '*  Whatsoever  thine 
hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might :"  and,  "  Do  all  that  is  in 
thine  heart;  for  the  Lord  is  with  thee."  When  warmed  and  cheered 
with  the  Word  of  the  Lord  I  felt  confident  that  the  work  would  be 
published,  and  that  all  would  be  well.  Then  again,  when  looking 
at  the  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  my  insufficiency  for  the  work, 
it  seemed  impossible  that  such  a  thing  could  ever  be  carried  out 
How  long  my  mind  hung  in  doubt  about  it,  I  cannot  now  say ;  but 
I  felt  at  last  necessitated  to  go  on  with  it,  although  I  had  not  a  pound 
(£1 )  in  the  world  towards  defraying  the  expense.  Had  1  consulted 
any  of  my  best  friends  in  the  matter  they  would  have  done  all  that 
in  them  lied  to  dissuade  me  from  so  arduous  an  undertaking ;  but 
I  did  not  tell  them  what  my  God  had  put  into  my  heart  to  do 
(Nehemiah  ii.  12).  It  was  arranged  between  me  and  my  brother 
that  circulars  should  be  issued  announcing  that  a  new  monthly  would 
be  published  on  the  15th  of  October,  1858,  entitled  "  Zion's  Witness," 
that  these  circulars  should  be  forwarded  by  post  to  all  the  known 
causes  of  truth  throughout  the  land,  and  that  gratuitous  copies  would 
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be  sent^  post  free,  to  all  parties  filling  up  the  enclosed  form,  stating 
number  of  copies  required,  with  name  and  address.  To  get  the  names 
and  address  of  the  causes  of  truth  was  not  a  very  easy  matter.  After 
the  circulars  were  sent  out,  and  the  subjects  for  tne  first  number  were 
arranged,  my  heart  failed  me.  I  felt  that  I  must  abandon  it ;  for  it 
seemed  that  the  mountainous  difficulties  that  stood  in  the  way 
could  never  be  removed.  Not  only  was  I  concerned  about  the  ex- 
pense, but  the  opposition  that  I  should  meet  with  :  for  scarcely  had 
a  day  passed  since  the  issue  of  the  prospectuses  ere  I  had  some  of 
them  returned  with  sharp  criticisms  even  upon  the  contents  of  the 
short  address  therein.  Well,  I  thoi^t,  if  tne  few  lines  in  this  cir- 
cular secure  me  these  severe  strictures,  what  may  I  expect  to  receive 
after  the  issue  of  the  first  number  of  the  periodical.  But  none  of 
these  criticisms  cut  me  so  deeply  as  the  one  which  I  received  from 
dear  Tnggs.  I  thought  this  would  have  broken  my  heart  He  was 
the  only  servant  of  God  that  I  expected  real  sympathy  firom  in  the 
great  Metropolis,  and  instead  of  sympathy  I  had  censure.  What  to 
do  I  knew  not ;  but  it  appeared  impossible  to  go  on  with  the  work. 
The  postman's  knock  shook  me  to  the  very  centre,  and  my  hands 
trembled  and  my  heart  throbbed  on  opening  each  letter.  To  have 
seen  me,  and  have  known  what  I  felt,  one  would  think  that  each 
circular  contained  my  death  warrant.  But  I  was  sometimes  agree- 
ably surprised ;  for  now  and  then  there  would  be  a  kind  word  of 
eacouragement     This  I  could  doubly  appreciate. 

Well,  as  I  found  so  much  opposition  at  the  onset,  and  well  knew 
that  it  would  plunge  me  into  heavy  liabilities,  I  resolved  upon  going 
to  my  brother  and  telling  him  that  I  would  not  go  on  witn  it.  At 
this  resolve  he  seemed  astonished,  and  wanted  to  know  my  objections. 
I  told  him  that  I  feared  the  great  loss.  "  Well,"  says  he,  "  so  san- 
guine am  I  of  its  ultimate  success,  that  1  will  bear  the  loss  of  the 
three  first  numbers."  Here  again  the  Lord  seemed  determined  to 
rule  and  reign  down  aU  opposition  in  my  mind,  and  show  me  that 
there  was  nothing  too  hard  for  Him,  After  this  the  dear  Lord  so 
encouraged  me  in  Himself,  and  communed  so  blessedly  with  me 
from  the  mercy  seat  respecting  it,  that  1  feared  no  opposition,  I  cared 
for  neither  men  nor  devils.  1  was  walking  at  the  time  near  the 
new  prison,  Holloway,  and  started  home  at  once  to  prepare  the  first 
number  for  the  press.  This  was  ready  without  the  least  trouble ; 
for  when  the  Lord  helps,  there  is  no  difficulty.  It  is  as  Luther 
says : 


"  Who  points  the  clouds  their  course. 
Whom  winds  and  seas  obey, 

He  shall  direct  thy  wandering  feett 
He  shall  prepare  thy  way. 


Then  on  the  Lord  rely, 
So  safe  shalt  thou  go  on; 

Fix  on  His  work  thy  stedfast  eye, 
So  shall  thy  work  be  done.*' 


(To  be  Continued,) 
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A    SERMON. 
The  Thirteenth. 
Preached  by  the  late  Mb.  Abthub  Trigqs. 

{ConHnued  from  page  168.) 

This  appears  to  have  taken  place  about  two  years  after  the  birth 
of  the  Lord,  and  they  said,  ^'  Where  is  He  that  is  bom  King  of  the 
Jews  ?  for  we  have  seen  His  star.''  It  appears  nothing  could  hinder 
them  from  coming,  but  when  they  came  to  Jerusalem  they  must 
go  to  Herod.  Just  like  us  in  our  first  out  set ;  we  had  some  thought 
of  going  to  the  head  man  in  the  parish.  It  was  so  with  us  when 
God  was  working  on  our  mind ;  we  set  out  in  God's  light,  but  we 
seem  to  have  more  to  do  with  man's  works,  ways,  acts,  and  sayings, 
till  God  boms  it  all  up.  lliey  went  to  Herod,  and  diey  might  as 
well  have  gone  to  the  devil-  Herod,  out  of  poHcy,  received  them 
veiy  kindly,  and  he  enquired  veiy  diligently  when  the  star  appeared, 
ana  that  he  might  be  more  certam,  he  called  together  the  Sanhedrin 
and  enquired  of  them  where  Christ  should  be  born ;  and  if  you 
take  notice,  it  appears  they  were  afraid  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  they 
appeared  to  prevaricate  when  quoting  the  scriptures,  if  you  will  re- 
fer to  it,  in  Matt  ii.  and  Micah  v.  There  it  is  written,  "  But  thou, 
Bethlehem  Ephratah,  though  thou  be  little  among  the  thousands  of 
Judah,yet  out  of  thee  shall  He  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to  be  ruler 
in  Israel''  But  they  worded  it  thus  :  <^  And  thou  Bethlehem,  in 
the  land  of  Judah,  art  not  the  least  among  the  princes  of  Judah." 
It  is  not  so  in  the  original ;  there  was  some  end  to  answer  by  it,  and 
if  you  look  into  Psa  cxxxiL,  you  find  David  saying  that  he  would 
not  go  up  into  his  bed  until  he  found  out  a  resting  place  for  the 
Lord ;  for  he  saith,  "  Lo,  we  have  heard  of  it  in  Ephratah,  we  found 
it  in  the  fields  of  the  wood."  What  is  it  ?  The  Incarnation  of  the 
Son  of  God ;  '<  Out  of  thee  shall  He  come  forth  unto  me  that  is  to 
be  ruler  in  Israel ;  whose  goings  forth  have  been  from  of  old,  from 
everlasting,"  or  "  from  my  day  eternity."  That  is  God  the  Father's 
declaration  in  Old  Testament  language ;  but  these  knowing  Herod 
to  be  king  over  them,  if  they  had  said  thousands  instead  of  princes, 
it  might  have  sounded  in  his  ears  something  like  a  warlike  pro* 
clamation;  therefore  princes  did  not  sound  so  offensive.  Well, 
says  he,  go  and  find  out  where  he  is,  and  come  and  tell  me,  that  I 
may  go  and  worship  him.  There  are  thousands  like  Herod  in  our 
day ;  there  are  many  with  fondness  of  heart  and  mind  come  in  to 
worship,  but  they  are  soon  exposed,  as  Paul  saith,  **  They  creep  in 
to  spy  out  our  liberty  which  we  have  in  Christ  Jesus;"  then  they 
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will  tarn  and  rend,  and  despise  you  for  the  truth's  sake,  and  despise 
Christ  and  His  truth.  Goa's  children  should  be  particular  ifvhat 
company  they  keep.  Nevertheless,  we  find  the  wise  men  went, 
and  we  find  two  prophecies  fiilfiUed  in  Psa.  Ixxii.  and  Isaiah  Ix. ; 
that  is,  when  they  brought  Him  gold,  incense,  &c.,  and  presented  it 
to  the  Lord.  And  that  Herod  may  be  disappointed,  the  wise  men 
were  warned  by  God  to  return  another  way.  I  pause  and  notice, 
how  many  times  have  you  and  me  been  warned  of  God  to  eo  an- 
other way,  that  we  might  not  run  into  evil.  Oh,  it  is  precious  to 
watch  God's  hand,  and  to  trace  its  dear  movements;  for  sooner 
than  let  His  children  fall  into  any  evil,  He  will  warn  them  to  go  an- 
other way,  and  our  constant  cry  h 


'*  Guide  me,  0  thou  great  Jehovah, 
Pilgrim,  through  this  barren  land." 

Just  look  at  the  similarity.  When  Moses  fled  firom  Egypt,  it  was 
from  fear,  and  God  would  not  let  him  go  back  again,  until  tney  were 
all  dead  that  sought  his  life.  Joseph  goes  down  into  Egypt  with 
the  young  child :  and  He  would  not  let  him  come  up  a^ain  till  He 
had  told  him  they  were  all  dead  that  sought  the  chila's  life.  They 
were  warned  of  God  to  go  another  way.  See  the  result ;  when 
Herod  saw  that  He  was  mocked,  &c.  There  is  something  in  that 
word  that  demands  our  minutest  attention  in  our  leisure  moments. 
Bid  the  wise  men  mock  him  ?  No ;  but  Herod  thought  when  he 
gave  them  his  orders  to  return,  they  would  have  done  so,  and  have 
told  him  all  about  it ;  but  God  frustrated  his  purposes.  O  I  what 
wonderful  truths  are  set  forth  in  God's  holy  book,  and  yet  how  little 
do  we  understand  of  them !  What  did  Herod  do  ?  He  arose — this 
was  his  intention  before,  but  now  manifested — and  he  sent  forth  and 
slew  all  the  children  from  two  years  and  under ;  so  that  we  may 
judge  from  that  circumstance,  about  the  time  the  wise  men  came 
to  worship  Christ.  Whilst  we  look  at  the  butchery  of  that  blood- 
hound, a  limb  of  the  devil,  we  must  not  forget  there  is  a  scripture 
in  Jeremiah  which  was  fulfilled ;  you  will  find  it  in  the  31st  chapter ; 
nor  must  we  forget  the  promise  to  the  mothers  of  these  chilaren  : 
"Thy  children  shall  come  again  to  their  own  border;"  and  I  be- 
lieve in  my  heart  the  sorrow  of  the  mothers  of  the  Bethlehemitish 
children  that  were  slain,  was  heard  in.Ramah,  as  God  had  said  it  bv 
the  prophet  Therefore,  in  looking  particularly  into  God's  Word, 
and  as  God  gives  us  His  mind  in  His  Word,  what  a  feast  of  fat 
things  there  is  found  in  them  by  the  children.  You  have  no  need 
to  go  to  a  classical  school  or  a  university  to  learn  these  things ;  but 
if  you  know  the  secret,  there  hath  something  like  this  taken  place, 
like  it  was  with  Peter  and  his  companions  when  they  stood  before 
the  Sanhedrin,  they  were  all  struck  with  astoaishment,  and  made 
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these  very  wise  and  learned  men  say^  ^^  that  these  men  had  been 
with  Jesus."  Bless  you,  you  will  confuse  and  confound  the  dsvil, 
if  you  have  been  with  Jesus.  You  will  outstretch  all  the  wisdom  of 
the  world  if  you  have  been  with  Jesus.  Job's  three  friends  could 
not  make  him  out ;  they  thought  themselves  uncommonly  wise : 
but  Job  bad  more  wisdom  than  his  comforters.  What  did  he  say  ? 
**  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,"  If  you  put  a  child  of 
God  into  the  fire,  Christ  is  his  subject  and  object;  you  cannot 
make  him  deny  bis  Lord.  Put  him  into  the  lion's  den,  it  is  his 
God  that  reseueth  and  delivereth.  I  would  not  give  a  rush  for 
your  religion,  if  vou  have  not  some  peculiar  trials  and  deliverances, 
it  is  not  a  smooth  way  to  heaven ;  it  is  a  daily  cross  and  a  tempting 
devil  to  perplex.  Have  you  ever  been  scared  with  dreams,  and 
have  been  led  to  cry  out,  '^  Woe  is  me ;  I  am  undone ;  I  am  a  man 
of  unclean  lips."  Why,  what  is  the  matter ?  "I  have  seen  the 
King,  the  Lord  of  Hosts."  That  sight  turns  all  our  supposed  comeli- 
ness into  corruption,  and  from  that  day  to  the  last  on  earth,  the 
language  will  be,  '^  Li  me,  that  is,  in  my  flesh,  there  dwelleth  no 
good  thing."  I  may  have  been  wandering  a  little  fi:om  the  text, 
but  I  cannot  confine  myself  as  some  ministers  say  I  ought  to,  for  I 
love  liberty  too  well  to  bear  confinement 

But  we  wil]  make  a  remark  in  conjunction  with  what  these  wise 
men  were,  of  whom  it  is  said,  they  came  from  the  East;  and  I  think 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  were  Arabians,  opposite  to 
the  country  of  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  who  is  called  the  Queen  of 
the  South ;  yet  they  both  prefigured  the  Gentile  Church  coming 
to  our  glorious  Christ  The  woman  said  to  Soloman,  ''  One  half 
hath  not  been  told  me  of  all  thy  wibdom."  But  what  was  it  that 
most  attracted  her  ?  When  she  saw  his  ascent  by  the  way  he  went 
up  to  the  house  of  God.  And  if  you  and  me  by  faith  have  been 
to  Bethlehem,  and  have  seen  Him,  walked  with  Him,  and  talked 
with  Him  in  His  journeyings,  and  have  had  fellowship  with  Him  in 
His  sufferings,  and  been  with  Him  at  His  death,  and  have  seen  Him 
rise  and  ascend  into  heaven,  there  hath  remained  no  more  stiength 
in  us*  His  ascent  has  been  glorious,  and  the  declaration  most 
precious,  ^'  The  same  Jesus,  whom  ye  have  seen  ascend,  shall  also 
descend  in  like  manner,  as  ye  have  seen  Him  go  into  heaven«" 
Well,  whilst  Herod  was  frustrated  in  his  purpose,  these  wise  men, 
these  magicians,  these  sinners,  had  full  satisfaction  in  seeing  Jesus ; 
whilst  the  one  was  filled  with  madness  against  God  and  His  truth, 
the  others  were  satisfied  with  God's  meroy,  they  rejoiced  in  Him, 
and  had  no  confidence  in  the  flesh.  Now,  a  word  by  way  of  sup- 
position. Do  you  think  these  wise  men  that  came  from  the  East 
would  have  been  satisfied  with  their  errand's  end^  if  they  had  not 
seen  the  Lord's  Christ  and  worshipped  Him?     Then  just  take  a 
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retrospective  view  of  the  hours,  days,  weeks,  months,  and  years,  that 
have  passed  since  the  light  was  first  made  manifest  in  your  heart 
and  mine.     Has  there  ever  anything  satisfied  us  in  leality,  fully 
and  personally,  till  we  were  brought  into  an  acquaintance  with  the 
Christ  of  God  ?      Saith  Paul,   "  Those  that  receive  Him,  walk  in 
Him,  and  are  rooted  and  built  up  in  Him,  stablished  in  the  &ith, 
abounding  therein    with  thanksgiving."      What  is  it  satisfies   and 
comforts  me  now  ?     A  manifestation  of  His  l©ve.     When  in  dark- 
ness  and   bowed  down  with  grief,  to  experience  the  light  of  His 
countenance:  when  sinking    in  ourselves  a  thousand    fathoms  a 
minute ,  to  find  His  grace    sufiicient  for  us,  His  strength  made 
perfect  in  weakness.     Is  that  all  ?     O  no !  but  to  find  everything 
and  every  one  against  us,  yet  to  know  Him  as  our  firiend.     "  For 
if  God  be  for  us,  who*  can  be  against  us  ?"     Their  enquirv  was, 
"  Where  is  He  that  is  born   King  of  the  Jews  ?"     Take  this  hint. 
Our   Lord  Jesus  was  neither  born  in  Jerusalem  nor  died  in  Jeru- 
salem.    I  believe  these  siprnify  the  death  and  destruction  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  that  the  spiritual   Church    of  Christ  are  of  different 
materials;   so  that  we  may  sing  with  David  (Psalm  Ixxix.  12), 
*'  The  Lord  is  my  King  forever,  working  salvation  in  the  midst  of 
the  earth."    Ah,  say  they,  the  land  of  Judea  is  in  the  midst  of  the 
earth.     Indeed !  learned  men  may  say  so,  but  I  cannot  believe  it. 
Then  say  you  what  do  you  believe  is  the  working  salvation  in  the 
midst  of  the  earth  ?     "  Earth,  earth,  earth,  hear  the  word  of  the 
Lord."      What  is  it  that  works  salvation  in  the  midst  of  the  earth? 
God  in    the  very  flesh  and  blood   that   is   made    of  the   earth: 
and,  saith  He,  "My  soul  cleaveth  to  the  dust."      But  I  find  the 
time  has  gone,  and  I  must  stop,  I  have  only  dropped  a  few  hints  on 
our  text,  but  what  do  you  know  of  the  birth-day  of  Christ?     "  Oh," 
say  some,  ^^  I  have  been  told,  and  I  have  been  very  much  pleased 
with  it,  that  when  Christ  was  born  then  I  was  bom.    Do  you  know 
why  they  are  so  fond  of  such  nice  saymgs  as  that?     "  No.''     Then 
I  will  tell  you.     It  is  to  set  aside  the  five  words  of  Christ,  "  YE 
MUST  BE  BORN  AGAIN ;"   therefore  they  put  forward  the 
birth  of  Christ  for  their  birth.     "  But  except  ye  are  born  of  water 
and  of  ttie  Spirit  ye  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."     An- 
other question  I  will  ask  you.     Have  you  had  any  going  to  Beth- 
lehem by  faith,  and  seeing  Christ  Incarnate  there,  as  the  wise  men 
did  ?  and  hath  it  had  the  same  effect  ?     What  ?     "  They  worshipped 
Him,"      Have  you  worshipped  Him  ?      '*  Oh,"  say  you,  "  those 
questions  are  very  close,"    I  hope  "they  are;  for  you  may  as  well 
worship  a  stone  image  as  a  false  god :    **  For  there  are  gods  many, 
and  there  are  lords  many ;    but  to  us  there  is  but  one  God  the 
Father,  of  whom  are  all  things,  and  we  in  Him;    and  one  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  are  all  things,  and  we  by  Him."     "  Dost 
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thou  believe  in  the  Son  of  God  ?"  ^  Lord,"  saith  he,  «  who  is  He 
that  I  may  believe?  Thou  hast  seen  Him,  and  He  it  is  that 
speaketh  unto  thee.  Lord,  I  believe,  and  he  worshipped  Uim, 
If  the  Holy  Ghost  opens  these  truths  to  our  mmds,  it  will  indeed 
be  a  Christmas  day,  a  day  to  be  kept  in  memory  of  the  birth 
of  Christ.    Amen, 
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How  true  it  is  that  **the  way  of  man  is  not  in  Himself;"  for  "  it  is 
not  in  man  that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps,"  We  thoroughly  be- 
lieve that  what  the  poet  says  is  perfectly  right, 

*'  Life's  miimteBt  eireinnstaiice 
Ifl  ordered  by  the  Lord/' 

"  The  lot  is  cast  into  the  lap,  but  the  whole  disposing  thereof  is  of 
the  Lord." 

Thy  way  in  all  things  most  be  right, 

Thy  counsel  it  must  stand : 
Work  what  is  pleasing  in  thy  sighty 

For  who  can  stay  thy  hand? 

And  we  are  well  assured  that  the  Lord  has  done  whatsoever  pleased 
Him.  It  is  true  that  our  old  nature  kicks  and  rebels ;  but  the 
Lord  says,  ** This  is  the  way:  walk  ye  in  it."  Had  Daniel  con- 
sulted &sh  and  blood  he  never  woula  have  chosen  the  lion's  den 
as  a  fit  and  proper  place  to  meet  the  angel  of  the  everlasting  cov- 
enant :  neither  do  we  suppose  that  the  three  Hebrew  children  would 
have  ever  dreampt  of  selecting  a  fiery  furnace  as  a  suitable  place  for 
communion  and  fellowship  with  One  like  unto  the  Son  of  God. 
But  in  both  of  these  cases  the  Lord  had  His  own  way :  and  are 
things  altered  now  ?  Does  not  the  Lord  lead  the  blind  by  a  way 
they  know  not,  and  by  paths  that  they  have  not  known  hitherto  ? 
To  be  sure  He  does,  ana  what  is  it  for?  That  they  may  learn  of 
Him.    It  is  as  dear  Kent  sings : 

"^  All  to  make  114 
Sick  of  self  and  fond  of  Him*  ^ 

The  Lord  says,  **  Trust  ye  not'in  a  fnend,  put  ye*^  no  confidence 
in  a  guide :  keep  the  door  of  thy  mouth  fi-om  her  that  lieth  in 
thy  bosom.  The  best  of  them  is  as  a  briar ;  the  most  upright  is 
sharper  than  a  thorn  hedge."  But  He  lovingly  says,  "  Trust  in  the 
Lord  for  ever;  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength." 
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^When  creature  and  created  things 

Against  the  saints  withstand* 
The  Lord  will  spread  abroad  His  wings, 

And  hold  them  by  His  hand. 
When  human  props  to  pieces  break, 

When  persecuted  for  His  sake  ; 
Tea,  when  the  heart  is  torn  and  rent. 

The  troubles  are  by  Jesus  Bent.** 

But  does  it  seem  like  love  to  send  troubles  on  every  hand  ?  Does 
it  look  like  love  to  put  us  into  the  furnace  ?  Is  the  poet  right  in 
saying, 

**  All  His  dealings  wise  and  good. 

Uniform,  though  various; 
Though  they  seem,  by  reason  yiew'd. 

Gross  or  quite  contiarious  1" 

The  blood-redeemed  host  before  the  throne  John  was  told  came  up 
out  of  great  tribulation ;  but  they  had  washed  their  robes  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  and  surely  this  more  than 
made  up  for  all  that  they  had  been  called  upon  to  pass  through. 
Did  we  thoroughly  understand  the  Lord's  intention  throughout  nis 
all-wise  dispensations  we  should  see  love  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  every  loss,  cross,  trial,  or  affliction. 

''Since  all  that  I  meet  shall  work  for  my  good» 
The  bitter  is  sweet,  the  medicine  is  food: 
Tho'  painful  at  present,  'twill  cease  before  long. 
And  then,  0  how  pleasant  the  conqueror^s  song  !** 

Could  we  see  in  the  creature's  frown  the  Lord's  smile ;  in  their 
words  of  anger  the  Lord's  words  of/ewe;  in  their cwr^e the  Lord's 
blessing :  how  we  should  bless  aud  praise  Him  for  His  goodness 
and  His  wonderful  works  to  us  unworthy  children  of  men.  We 
should  then  enter  into  the  blessedness  of  what  the  Holy  Ghost 
says  by  Paul :  "  Giving  thanks  for  all  things,"  knowing  "  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good/'  How  often  we  foreet  this  dear 
truth  I  How  often  lose  sight  of  this  glorious  mercy  I  Have  we 
friends?  The  Lord  sends  them.  Have  we  foes?  The  Lord  sends 
them.  Do  we  ffet  2k  frown  where  we  expect  a, smile?  It  is  the 
Lord's  doings,  mough  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 

"  When  those  around  who  vow'd  lo  love, 

With  hatred  cause  your  mind  to  smart, 
0  let  this  raise  your  soul  aboye^ 

Your  Jesus  has  a  tender  he^t 

A  tender  heart  ?    Ah,  yes  indeed  I 
So  tender*  none  can  e'er  exipresg: 
'  A  heart  that  will  with  sorrow  bleed. 

Whenever  you  are  in  distress." 

What  David  said  of  his  brother  Jonathan  our  blessed  Jesus  says  to 
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us :  "I  am  distressed  for  thee,  my  brother  Jonathan."  He  is  a 
sympathising  High  Priest,  and  is  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our 
infirmities ;  and  He  not  only  pours  in  His  sympathy,  but  sends 
needful  help  and  succour.  He  not  only  binds  up  the  broken  in 
heart,  but  pours  in  oil  and  wine.  He  speaks  the  soothing  word 
with  a  still  small  voice :  He  dresses  the  wounded  soul  with  a  gentle 
hand  :  and  He  lovingly  says  to  those  who  find  that  all  on  the  right 
hand  and  on  the  left  fails  them,  "  Prove  me  now  herewith,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven, 
and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to 
receive  it.  And  I  will  rebuke  the  devourer  for  your  sakes,  and 
he  shall  not  destroy  the  fruits  of  your  ground  :  and  all  the  nations 
shall  call  you  blessed :  for  ye  shall  be  a  delightsome  land,  saith 
the  Lord  of  Hosts."  And  when  the  voice  of  the  Turtle  is  heard 
in  this  land,  saying,  •*  Fear  not,  O  land ;  be  glad  and  rejoice  ;  for 
the  Lord  will  do  great  things;"  the  language  of  the  heart  is,  "The 
Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad."  The 
wilderness  then  blossoms  like  Eden,  and  the  desert  like  the  garden 
of  the  Lord,  thanksgiving  and  the  voice  of  melody  is  heard  therein. 
We  then  honor  the  Lord  with  our  substance,  and  with  the  first- 
fi'uits  of  our  increase,  while  our  bams  are  filled  with  plenty,  and  our 
presses  burst  out  with  new  wine.  It  is  then  we  sit  and  sing  in 
heavenly  places,  "  Ihe  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  Rock,  and 
let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  exalted."  Yes,  we  can  join  dear 
Kent  in  singing  with  the  heart  and  understanding, 

**  Heirs  of  God,  joint  heirs  witb  Jesus, 

Long  ere  time  its  race  began : 
To  His  name  eternal  praises, 

0  what  wonders  love  hath  done  ! 
One  with  Jesus : 

By  eternal  union  one." 

Whatever  changes  take  place  in  ourselves,  and  those  around  us, 
we  are  well  aware  that  Jesus  changes  not.  His  love  is  from  ever- 
lasting to  everlasting ;  therefore  many  waters  cannot  quench  it, 
neither  can  the  floods  drown  it ;  for  "  God  is  love,  and  he  that 
loveth  dwelleth  in  God  and  God  in  Him."  Surely  this  is  a  secure 
place  to  dwell  in. 

'*  Not  more  secure  that  favoured  few 

Who  o'er  the  deluge  rode. 
For  what  shall  ever  injure  you, 

Ye  hedg'd  about  by  GodT 

He  is  a  wall  of  fire  around  us,  and  an  arm  of  love  beneath  us. 
We  soon  get  beneath  the  creature's  arm,  and  sink  until  we  reach 
His.  The  arm  of  the  creature  is  too  short  and  weak,  but  the  arm 
of  our  Jesus  is  both  long  and  strong.     What  a  mercy  for  us  that 
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though  we  are  continually  getting  beneath  time  arms,  we  never  can 
get  under  eternal  arms.  We  find  that  time  arms  knock  us  dowrii  but 
eternal  arms  will  hold  us  np.  Time  arms  will  block  up  the  way, 
but  eternal  arms  will  remove  every  hindrance,  take  up  every 
stumblingstone.  Bless  and  praise  our  God  that  "  Underneath  are 
the  EVERLASTING  arms.'* 

Beloved,  unchanging  love,  eternal  life,  and  everlasting  arms  are 
three  glorious  realities,  without  which  we  should  be  of  all  men  the 
most  miserable.  Indeed  we  find  time-creatures  are  too  much  for 
us,  too  many  for  us,  and  too  strong  for  us ;  and  yet  we  know  that 
there  are  more  for  us  than  there  can  possibly  be  against  us ;  and  all 
our  enemies  shall  be  found  liars  unto  us.  Indeed  we  can  sing,  **  In 
all  these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  Him  that 
hath  loved  us."  As  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rock  we  can  sing  and 
shout  fi-om  the  top  of  the  mountain,  "  We  have  redemption  through 
His  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sins,"     And  we  can  join  the  poet 
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"  If  Sin  be  pardon'd  I*m  secure, 
Death  Hath  no  sting  beside : 

The  law  gave  sin  its  damning  pow'r, 
Bat  Christ  my  Ransom  died,** 


And  what  a  royal  mercy  to  know  that  "  in  their  death  they  were 
not  divided."     No  separation  in  life,  no  division  in  death,  beloved ; 

but, 

**  Once  in  Him,  in  Him  for  ever, 
Thus  th'  eternal  coyenant  stands." 


SPIRITUAL  COMMUNINGS. 

My  Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord, — We  are  spared  to  begin 
the  yeai*  1866,  and  we  have  cause  to  bless  and  praise  our  God  who 
IS  always  the  same  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  same  at  all  times  and  und^r  all  circumstances,  showing  the 
greatness  of  His  power  and  the  richness  of  His  grace  in  supporting, 
supplying^  preserving,  keeping,  leading,  and  teaching  us  as  we 
jouniey  to  our  heavenly  home,  where  there  is  no  sickness  or 
sorrow ;  yes,  we  are  another  year  nearer  the  Holy  Land. 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  I  have  been  thinking  about  the  seven  women 
taking  hold  of  one  man,  wanting  to  eat  their  own  bread,  and  wear 
their  own  apparel,  only  they  might  be  called  by  His  name,  to  take 
*way  their  reproach.  I  remember  a  minister  speaking  from  these 
words;  he  said  they  were  false  churches,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
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so  too;  for  if  they  were  true  chuirclies,  their  own' bread  would  not 
satisfy,  nor  their  own  apparel  be  sufficient ;  they  only  just  wanted 
to  bear  His  name,  but  the  Oiurdi  ef  Ohrist  wants  the  bread  of 
Life,  and  the  robe  of  righteousness.  I  think  we  have  professing 
churches  in  the  present  day  that  only  require  His  name  to  take 
away  their  reproach^  and  be  thought  something  while  they  are 
nothing.  We  want  all  that  God  has  promised.  His  Word  toairect 
us :  Bus  arm  to  support  us ;  His  blood  to  P^on :  His  Spirit  to 
quicken  ;  His  love  to  comfort;  and  to  hear  BBs  voice  withio>  and 
to  feel  our  hearts  go  after  Him,  adoring  His  divine  person,  and  to 
hold  communion  with  Him,  having  the  earnest  of  our  heavenly  In- 
heritance, and  a  hop6  fall  of  immortality  and  eternal  life.  Our 
loins  are  girded  with  truth  to  run  the  race  set  before  us,  looking  to 
Jesus ;  our  trust  is  in  Him.  We  want  all  He  is  and  all  He  has, 
that  we  may  rise  above  time-things,  and  forget  our  poverty.  We 
love  to  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  walk  in  Him  our  Life, 
our  Light,  our  all  in  all.  **  Out  of  Zion,  the  perfection  of  beauty, 
God  hath  shined ;''  and  He  hath  shined  in  our  hearts,  and  lighted 
our  candle ;  so  that  we  have  light  within,  and  it  goeth  not  oat  by 
night :  it  is  the  Light  of  Life.  It  is  said  He  will  search  Jerusalem 
with  candles ;  search  the  innermost  parts,  and  the  spirit  of  man 
is  the  candle  of  the  Lord ;  and  it  is  said  the  candle  oi  the  wicked 
shall  be  put  out  When  the  light  is  only  in  the  head ;  but  not  so 
with  the  Church.  To  her  he  says,  "  Arise,  shine ;  for  thy  light  is 
come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee/'  The  chudren 
of  Israel  have  light  in  their  dwellings ;  the  "  Lord  is .  their 
everlasting  Light/' the  true  Light  that  shineth  brighter  and  brighter 
unto  the  perfect  day.  The  lamp  of  mere  profession  will  bum  out, 
having  no  oil  within,  no  grace.  The  wise  virgins  had  vessels  with 
oil,  but  the  foolish  virgins  had  no  oil*  They  that  were  ready  went 
into  the  marriage,  and  the  door  was  shut«  "  Many  are  calle^d,  but 
few  chosen."  Those  who  are  effectually  called  by  grace^  with  a 
special  call,  their  calling  is  sure,  and  their  election  is  sure.  "  Unto 
you,  O  men,  I  call :  and  my  voice  is  to  the  sons  of  men/'  This  is 
a  special  call,  peculiaF  tx>  God's  children*  '^  My  sheep  bear  my 
voice."  None  but  the  sheep  hear  it,  and  they  follow  Hinc^  and  walk 
in  newness  of  life ;  have  t>a88ed  from  death  unto  life ;  but  they  still 
carry  a  body  of  sin  and  death,  and  whjle  we  are  in  the  neafi^  we 
find  it  a  warfare.  **  What  will  yQ  see  in  t\ie  SJhtulamite^  bsJil;  t^s  it 
were  the  companv.of  two  armies,"  nature  and  grace;  >m4  y^ant 
of  discrimination  b^tw^e^n.  the  two  often  brings  a, child  of  ,G;Q;dlinto 
much  perplexity,  and  tbQ-areb  eqemy  of  our  aouk  is  always  ^jr^ady 
to  lift  us  into  doubting  cdistlo.  1  mean  the  feeble  and  foinlrneacted ; 
but  *^  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint,  and  to  them  that  have  no  might 
He  increaseth  strength."    He  knows  our  infirmities,  and  leads  from 
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one  degree  of  grace  to  another,  firom  strength  to  strength,  until  we 
appear  before  the  God  of  gods  in  Zion. 

**  And  thongli  restor*d  by  grae«f 

By  mighty  grace  indeed, 
Tbe  strength  we  in  ourselyes  possess, 

Is  like  a  hniised  reed.** 

I  feel  I  am  nothing ;  as  having  nothing,  and  yet  possessing  all  things. 
The  Lord's  people  may  not  see  eye  to  eye  in  every  particular,  but 
they  will  always  agree  in  essential  things^  and  own  their  glorious 
Lorn  as  the  author  and  finisher  of  their  eternal  salvation,  and  will 
say,  "Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give 
glory  for  thy  mercy  and  for  thy  truth  sake;^ 

*'  Not  unto  VLB,  dear  Lord,  and  why  1 

The  reason  is  so  plain  : 
Thou  didst,  in  mercy,  for  us  die, 

For  us  our  Lord  was  slain." 

Ndw,  my  dear  sister,  we  have  entered  upon  another  year,  and 
we  know  not  what  is  before  us ;  but  we  have  the  same  unchange- 
able God  to  look  to  and  trust  in,  to  commune  with,  and  to  carry  all 
our  hard  causes.  He  says,  "  The  cause  that  is  too  hard  for  thee, 
bring  it  to  me."  May  we,  like  Hezekiah,  spread  our  letter  before 
Him,  with  all  the  troubles,  trials,  crosses,  and  disappointments, 
that  we  meet  with  in  our  time  state ;  and,  falling  at  His  feet, 

f  Let  all  our  petitions  go  up  in  His  name, 
For  the  blessing  comes  always  through  Him.** 

I  remember  about  thirty  years  since  I  received  a  letter,  and  I  had 
reason  to  suspect  it  was  from  an  enemy,  I  at  that  time  opened  it 
and  spread  it  before  the  Lord,  and  asked  His  counsel  before  read- 
ing it.  I  know  the  Lord  answered  the  letter  to  the  confusion  of 
them  that  sent  it.  He  will  not  suffer  the  lions  to  devour  His  chil- 
dren, where  innocency  is  found.  His  Daniels  shall  come  safe  out 
of  the  den  ;  for  the  Lord  will  take  care  of  His  own.  1  have  proved 
that;  yes,  in  more  ways  than  one.  I  have  not  walked  this  earth 
sisty  SIX  years  without  meeting  bad  spirits ;  but  my  God  is  able  to 
deliver  me,  and  will  deliver,  and  has  aelivered. 

Well  now,  my  dear,  in  looking  back  upon  the  past  year,  I  have 
much  to  praise  Him  for.  The  eventful  year  of' 65  brought  me  into 
an  acquaintance  with  you  and  the  dear  children  at  H.  1  look  upon 
it  as  a  wonderful  thing ;  it  is  the  Lord's  doing,  in  the  order  of  His 
providence.  May  He  still  continue  to  comfort  us,  and  bless  our 
comtnttnings  by  the  way.  May  we  live  to  His  praise,  and  glorifjr 
our  Father  which  Is  in  heaven.  With  my  best  love  to  you,  and  all 
the  children  of  God,  ever  believe  me  yours  in  gospel  bonds, 

Mary. 
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*^GO  TO  JOSEPH/' 


«'  Go  to  JosepV  child  of  God, 

He  will  83nnpathy  impart; 
And  He  will,  with  precious  blood. 

Comfort  your  poor  bleeding  heart 

*  Go  to  Joseph  **  when  in  pain, 
Look  to  Him  alone  for  aid  ; 
Other  helpers  do  disdain^ 
When  you  through  the  ocean  wade. 

"  Gh)  to  Joseph  "  when  distress'd; 

Lean  upon  His  Mighty  arm ; 
In  Him  only  you  are  blest, 

He  will  shield  your  soul  from  harm. 

Go  to  Joseph,"  trembling  child, 
Pour  your  heart  into  His  ear ; 
He  will  stem  the  torrent  wild. 
He  will  wipe  the  rolling  tear. 

''  Go  to  Joseph"  when  all  hell 
Seems  to  rise  within  your  heart , 

He  will  all  the  gloom  dispel, 

Blood  shall  quench  the  fiery  dart. 

"  Go  to  Joseph  :**  go,  poor  soul, 

He  wiU  never  say  thee  nay ; 
Though  the  stormy  billows  roll, 

They  shall  quickly  Him  obey. 


".Go  to  Joseph,"  mind  you  do  ; 

Turn  aside  for  none,  dear  saint: 
No  one  else  can  care  for  you. 

When  your  heart  within  is  faint. 

**  Go  to  Joseph  "  when  the  foe 
Gomes  against  you  with  a  flood. 

Hellish  wrath  can  never  flow 
O'er  the  boundary  of  blood. 

"  Go  to  Joseph  " — do  not  think 
You  will  tire  His  patience  out ; 

He  will  never  let  you  sinki 
Though  by  tempest  toss'd  about. 

*'  Go  to  Joseph  *  when  you  feel 
Famine ^sore  throughout  the  land. 

He  will  ffive  you  oil  and  meal. 
With  His  tender,  loving  hand. 

"  Go  to  Joseph/'  loving  bride, . 

Lean  upon  His  bosom  bare ; 
Arms  of  love  are  open  wide, 

You  are  His  especial  care. 

"  Go  to  Joseph  ;*'  why  not  ffo? 

Think  Hell  use  you  rough  and  strange? 
CanHel    WUl  Hel    No,Ono; 

Liove  in  Him  can  never  change. 


<*  Go  to  Joeeph,"  and  you'U  find 
He  will  sympathy  impart : 

You  He  must  for  ever  bind 
Closely  to  His  bleeding  heart 


A.  W, 


RELATIONSHIP. 


Am  I  related  to  a  King? 

Is  Jesus  Christ  my  God? 
I  shall  of  grace  and  glory  sing, 

And  shout  of  covenant  blood. 

Whatever  I  meet  in  this  dark  vale. 
Whatever  sinks  me  down. 

The  Lord's  campassion  cannot  £atil, 
Nor  can  I  lose  my  crown. 

My  daily  pathway  m^y  be  roitgh. 
The  future  hid  from  view. 

My  God  will  ever  grant  enough ; 
For  love  is  always  true. 


Yes,  true  and  faithful  is  my  God, 

Though  I  believe  Him  not ; 
And  when  I  taste  His  precious  blood, 

I  know  I'm  not  forgot 

It  melts  my  soul,  and  cheero  my  hearty 
It  makes  my  face  to  shine ; 

Hell,  sin,  and  Satan  then  depart, 
And  all  Hq  is  is  mine. 

The  flesh  of  Jesus  l^en  I  eat. 
His  blood  flows  sweetly  down^ 

Nor  do  I  wish  for  other  meat 
Than  is  in  Jesus  found. 


A.  W. 
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DIALOGUE  ON  CRETANISM  CONTINUED. 

Thomas. — I  want  you  to  tell  me  now,  John,  if  Cretans  are  fond  of 
criticism  ? 

John. — O  yes,  they  are  continually  criticising  others,  yet  none 
are  more  exposed  to  it  than  themselves.  What  do  you  think  of  the 
following  words,  Thomas?  "The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the 
heart  of  man  has  to  pass  through  such  a  channel  of  depravity  and 
corruption,  that  it  becomes  polluted,  yea,  even  the  graces  of  the 
Spirit  become  polluted  and  have  need  of  washing.** 

T. — Well,  John,  the  words  are  plain  and  clear  enough,  but  they 
surest  abominable  things* 

J. — Yes,  and  I  know  a  dear  christian  man  who  for  a  time  was 
led  away  by  this  God-dishonouring  hefesy.  Our  God  is  a  Rock  of 
immoveable  and  unchangeable  strength,  and  His  work  is  like  Him- 
self, it  is  perfect;  but  if  any  part  of  His  work  can  become  polluted, 
then  there  is  a  change  and  an  imperfection.  Cretanism  is  a  slippery 
thing,  Thomas :  you  cannot  bind  a  true  Cretan  down  to  fixed  prin- 
ciples. I  have  known  a  Cretan  confess  to  errors  on  essential 
questions,  and  then  get  into  the  pulpit  and  complain  of  '*  opposition 
from  highly  experienced  christians ;"  and  after  that  he  cited  those 
words  in  his  own  defence:  "No  weapon  that  is  formed  against  thee 
shall  prosper,  and  every  tongue  that  rises  against  thee  in  judgment 
thou  shalt  condemn.**  Again.  ^  I  have  several  times  heard  these 
unqualified  words :  "  Man  has  a  capacity  to  receive  the  things 
of  6od.** 

T. — Why,  John,  these  words  would  be  considered  good  in  a 
philosophical  lecture,  and  Arminians  would  glory  in  them. 

J. — ^Yes,  but  supposing  we  qualify  his  words  in  this  way ;  "  Man 
has  no 'capacity  to  receive  the  thmgs  of  God  only  as  the  Holy 
Spirit,  m  His  sovereign  pleasure,  gives  him  that  capacity,"  and 
this  would  humble  all  Arminianism  m  the  dust.  Why,  if  a  Cretan 
be  firmly  withstood,  he  will  advocate  the  truths  he  had  just  been 
perverting,  and  in  this  language,  too,  ^^  Faith,  like  an  eagle,  soars 
aloft  with  joy  and  rejoicing,  and  lays  hold  even  of  the  throne  of 
God,  and  calls  God,  Father :"  and  here  is  plainly  implied  the  two 
gospel  truths  of  x^ssurance  and  Adoption. 

T, — Well,  but,  John/  we  should  have  a  little  charity,  and  not 
make  a  man  an  offender  for  a  word ;  might  not  this  change  be  the 
result  of  honest  conviction. 

J. — Judge  for  yourself,  'ITiomas ;  for  in  a  short  time  he  changed 
above  half  way  back  again,  and  said  in  a  cold  nullifying  manner: 
*«  Very  few  know  anything  about  these  doctrines ;  not  one  in  ninety 
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thoosaiid,  atid  Aey  are  generally  miniaten.''  Now  about  charity, 
Thomas;  can  you  tell  me  how  much  charity  Paul  had  for  the 
fafee  teachers  of  the  Galatian  Church  when  he  cursed  them  with  a 
dabble  curse,  and  wished  they  were  cut  off  because  they  troubled 
the  tru^  children  ?  I  thmk  I^aul  had  no  fear  about  makmg  a  man 
an  offender  for  a  woid,  had  he,  Thomas  ?  and  yet  if  the  sharp 
rebukes  he  advised  Htus  to  give  the  Cireta&8  had  made  them  sound 
in  the  faith  I  believe  Paul  would  have  regoioed  greatly,  and  if  an 
unguarded  word  escaped  them  he  would  in  charity  have  instructed 
them«  The  charge  of  making  a  man  an  offender  for  a  w<Nrd  cannot 
apply  to  a  true  believer:  it  is  a  characteristic  mark  of  the  enemies  of 
God,  His  truth,  and  people,  which  you  may  see  in  Isaiah  xxix.  True 
charity  in  the  heart  of  man  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit^  and  re* 
joioes  in  the  truth,  and  not  in  a  lie ;  but  hates  every  fidse  way. 
Mere  human  charity  is  good  in  human  things,  but  when  she  pokes 
her  dirty  nose  into  divine  things,  she  spoils  all ;  for  with  much 
demure  authority  she  exclaims,  ^'  O,  we  must  not  make  a  man  an 
offender  for  a  word ;"  and  this  opens  a  way  for  Cretanism  to  get  in, 
the  teaching  of  which  makes  the  poor  children  weak,  sickly,  and 
stunted  in  growth,  whereas  Paul  would  have  them  be  strong  in  the 
Lord  and  in  the  power  of  Hib  might, 

T, — ^You  talk  about  soundness  of  faith,  John,  I  should  like  to 
hear  judgment  from  you  on  that  question,  as  I  have  heard  much 
said  about  it« 

J — To  be  sound  in  the  faith,  Thomas,  is  to  walk  in  the  teaching 
of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  all  other  teaching  is  Cretanism*  A  preacher 
may  possess  great  natural  gifts  and  acquirements,  but  whatever  his 
knowledge  maybe,  if  his  ministry  is  not  the  special  gift  of  God, 
he  will  not  be  sound  in  the  faith.  His  words  may  sometimes  amose 
the  head,  but  will  never  cheer  the  heart ;  for  no  spiritual  life,  power, 
rain,  or  dew  will  fall  fi-om  his  mouth  to  refresh  and  confirm  me  in- 
heritance of  God  when  it  is  weary ;  and  a  well  exercised  child  will 
soon  discover  this« 

T. — You  will  excuse  me  now,  John,  but  I  think  in  some  of  your 
remarks  there  is  a  tinge  of  bitterness,  and  you  know  that  imt  is 
not  right* 

J* — Well,  Thomas,  I  must  express  my  thoughts  in  my  Jown  way, 
and  as  for  bitterness,  I  have  had  so  much  bitterness  all  my  Hfe,  that 
perhaps  a  little  does  escape  m^e* 

T. — It  is  of  no  use  talking  so,  John  ;  it  is  wrons^ 

J. — I  know  it  is  wrong,  but  if  you  never  did  the  thing  you 
hated,  you  are  a  fine  fellow,  Thomas;  and  yet  I  have  known  the 
time  when  even  Satan  himself  could  not  get  a  iMtter  thing  out 
of  me. 
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T.-*-Ah,  you  talk  large  oiow>  John ;  I  fibould  like  to  liear  about 

that* 

J.^^^WeWy  I  will  tell  you  aa  briefly  as  I  can*  I  once  'Oarried  a 
heavv  burden  of  trouble  thirteen  years,  the  chief  weiebt  of  which 
was  fear  of  eternal  destruction  to  an  immortal  soul;  but  that  aoul 
is  now  in  heaven.  Several  yeara  before  the  burden  was  removed* 
I  one  morning  had  a  ^vere  atru^e  in  prayer :  I  &lt  ready  and 
willing  to  die  tiooner  than  take  a  denial.  In  a  few  minutes  after 
this  I  received  a  very  satisfying  answer,  ^'  There  ahall  come  out  of 
Zion  the  deliverer,  and  shall  turn  away  ungodliness  &om  Jacob«" 
Soon  after  this  a  book  fell  into  my  hands — "  Barry  on  Prayer." 
As  I  was  reading  this  book,  I  came  to  a  certain  page  whi^^  I  saw 
in  thifi  trial  I  had  been  through  all  the  great  things  related  by  the 
autlHH*,  when  a  frame  of  mind  came  over  me  which  I  cannot  well 
describe.  It  was  a  heavenly  glow  of  love,  joy,  gratitude,  adoration, 
and  praise^  so  calm,  so  gentle,  yet  so  powerful,  that  nothing  could 
disturb  it,  I  had  just  o£Pered  up  a  sacrifice  of  praise  on  retiring  to 
rest  at  night,  when  these  words  darted  through  me,  full  of  wrath 
and  bitterness,  ^'  Curse  Him  !"  It  startled  me  for  a  moment,  and 
then  my  heart  went  up  in  blessinss  on  His  dear  name  as  warm  as 
ever.  This  monster  of  the  horrible  pit  could  neither  lodge  a  bitter 
thing  in  me  nor  get  one  out  of  me,  and  I  feared  him  no  more  than 
a  poor  silly  moth;  but,  O  my  friend,  what  would  become  of  us  did 
not  the  Saviour  interpose  His  sovereign  power  in  our  every  time  of 
need ;  we  should  be  crushed  like  a  moth  under  the  iron  heel  of  a 
giant.  It  is  the  knowledge  of  this  by  experience  that  makes  the 
dear  name  of  Jesus  so  exceedingly  precious;  and  now,  Thomas,  I 
ask  you  how  can  I  receive  the  testimony  of  Cretan  when  he  tells 
me  that  ^^  the  devil. never  attacks  a  believer  when  his  Saviour  is 
present  with  him ;  he  is  too  wise  for  that  ?'  If  his  testimony  be 
true,  what  I  have  related  is  a  delusion  and  a  lie. 

T.— Well,  John,  be  moderate ;  this  is  not  a  vital  error. 

J. — ^True,  but  every  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  vital,  and 
sweeps  away  every  error ;  for  they  are  all  deathly,  according  to  their 
measure. 

T. — Well,  John,  I  must  go,  and  I  have  a  parting  word  for  you — , 
alwajs  avoid  bitterness. 

J.^And  I  have  a  parting  word  for  you,  Thomas— put  no  con- 
fidence in  a  guide,  only  as  you  are  enabled  to  trace  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  that  guide ;  ywt  ace  then  <wi  safe  ground. 

T.— Well,  good  bye. 

J.^-Stop,:  Thomas,  I  have  another  parting  word  for  you, 

T.^>yai,whatisit? 

J- — Lies  and  honey  are  worse  companions  than  truth  and  worm- 
wood.    Good  bye.  J,  N. 
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SPARKS  FROM  THE  FURNACE. 

{Continued  from  page  135.) 

All  the  citizens  of  the  wealthy  place  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  all 
that  the  Elder  Brother  is  heir  too  is  theirs  npon  the  ground  of  love 
and  blood,  as  saith  the  Word,  "  AU  are  yours,  ye  are  Christ's,  and 
Christ  is  God*s.*'  Our  near  Kinsman  is  a  man  of  wealth,  yet, 
while  He  dwelt  below,  as  a  wayfaring  man,  He  met  with  a  very 
cold  reception ;  for  they  had  no  room  for  Him  in  the  inn ;  and  the 
natural  house  of  man,  the  unregenerated  heart,  has  no  room  for 
Him  now.  But  when  the  Holy  Ghost  is  pleased  to  reveal'  Christ 
to  the  poor  sinner,  as  the  gift  of  God,  he  feels  so  humbled  and  un- 
worthy, that  he  exclaims,  "  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  that  thou 
shouldest  come  under  my  roof."  He  then  joins  Job  in  saying, 
**  Behold,  I  am  vile ;"  and  agrees  with  Isaiah  in  acknowledging 
himself  to  be  a  man  of  unclean  lips.  Habakkuk's  confession  also 
suits  him,  wherein  he  said,  "  My  beHy  trembled,  my  lips  quivered, 
at  the  voice  rottenness  entered  into  my  bones."  With  Paul  he  will 
likewise  say,  "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  V^  What  but  a  sight  of 
dunghill  self,  under  the  light  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  will  cause  such 
confessions  as  these  ?  But  this  is  our  mercy,  because  the  leprous 
plague  was  in  the  house  the  High  Priest  of  our  profession  looked  in; 
and,  not  only  so,  but  stepped  in,  and  cured  us  of  all  our  leprosy. 
None  but  the  sick  need  the  Great  Physician,  and  none  but  those 
who  feel  the  grip  of  death  ever  ciy  out  for  life,  saying,  "  Lord, 
save,  or  I  perish." 

**  'Tis  the  Bick  man,  not  the  healthy. 
Needs  the  good  Physician's  care.*' 

Such  know  what  it  is  to  be  in  the  land  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and 
feel^  with  Abraham,  a  horror  of  great  darkness  come  over  them  I 
for  **  the  Lord  makes,  darkness,  and  it  is  night :"  and  thot^h  it 
may  endure  for  a  night,  light  sure  to  succeed  it  in  the  marning: 
ana  then  our  sombre  shades  roll  away  before  the  light  of  His  count- 
enance which  shines  like  the  sun  in  his  strength.  This  is  (he  way 
the  Lord  makes  darkness  light  before  them,  by  turning  the  shadow 
of  death  into  the  light  of  the  morning*  This  is  a  morning  without 
clouds,  clear,  bright,  and  serene^  as  the  summer  skies  of  Eden  the 
day  ^fore  the  devil  threw  his  infernal  mantle  of  gloom  over  the 
hearts  of  Adam  and  Eve  as  they  walked  through  the  bowers  of 
Paradise. 

There  are  thousands  in  this  day  of  blazbg  profession  who  never 
knew  what  the  plague  of  the  heart  was,  nor  deaUi,  darkness,  an 
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evil  conscience,  or  wounded  spirit,  misery,  guilt,  nor  bondage ;  but 
all  God's  children,  sooner  or  later,  more  or  less,  know  these  things, 
and  groan  being  burdened.  I  think  the  ancient  land  marks  are  being 
removed  in  our  day ;  for  so  few  seem  to  know  the  way  to  the  city. 
The  parsons,  nine  out  of  ten,  are  like  blank  fingerposts,  showing 
the  road  to  nowhere ;  and  yet  these  dumb  dogs  and  blind  guides, 
like  Job's  asses,  revel  in  the  luxuries  of  this  life,  while  the  oxen, 
ploughing  over  sterile  rocks,  must  labor  on,  and  tread  out  the  com, 
and  be  fed  like  Elijah.  Well,  repine  not.  To  muzzle  the  ox  is  to 
break  the  law ;  for  the  Lord  says  "  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox  that 
treadeth  out  the  corn."  In  the  days  of  famine  the  oxen  shall  be 
"fed  with  meat  that  the  world  knows  not  o£ 

How  few  there  are  who  like  to  become  debtors  to  God's  grace, 
live  upon  His  bounty,  lean  upon  His  arm,  and  trust  alone  to  His 
finished  work,  which  is  both  honorable  and  glorioas.  Most  are 
saying, «« We  will  eat  our  own  bread,  and  wear  our  own  apparel, 
only  let.  us  be  called  by  thy  name  to  take  away  our  reproach,** 
which,  in  their  own  eyes,  was  scarcely  worth  nammg,  as  they  were 
not  so  bad  as  Rahab,  David,  Magdalene,  or  Peter,  for  they  always 
kept  their  outward  cloth  clean,  and  their  coats  were  free  from 
scratch,  hole,  blot,  or  blemish ;  and  sooner  than  these  would  become 
debtors  to  God's  sovereign  grace  they  would  be  damned*  They 
never  intended  to  trouble  God  whe§  they  began  to  be  pious,  as  do 
the  Publicans  who  cry  out,  "  God,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.** 
What  a  sin  for  a  sinner  like  him  to  commit  in  such  a  place  I  He 
might  have  taken  his  vile  confession  somewhere  else,  and  brought  his 
good  deeds  there  to  that  holy  place  as  did  the  Pharisee.  He  always 
took  care  to  have  his  cups,  dishes,  plates,  and  platters  well  washed 
up,  and  his  hands  too,  before  his  company  came,  or  ere  he  went  to 
pay  God  a  compliment ;  but  as  for  these  ofFscouring  poor  sinners, 
they  were  always  at  the  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  undeanness, 
although  in  Christ  they  were  clean  every  whit. 

There  appears  to  me  but  two  sorts  in  the  world — the  Church  of 
God  and  the  church  of  the  devil.  The  latter  are  always  first  in 
their  own  account,  but  the  last  in  God*s.  Cushi  is  generally  last 
in  the  race,  but  his  tidings  are  weighty  when  be  does  arrive.  Light 
weights  run  quick,  are  very  methodic  and  expeditious,  and  always 
big  with  tidings,  but  never  bring  forth  anything  but  wind  and  con- 
fiision.  These  were  always  alive  before  dead,,  clean  before  they 
were  washed  from  their  filthiness,  in  light  before  they  were  in  dark- 
ness, in  the  third  heavens  before  they  were  in  the  belly  of  hell,  and 
saved  before  they  were  lost.  They  never  travelled  further  in  the 
forenoon  than  they  could  comfortably  manage  to  get  back  in  the 
afternoon.  Like  the  elder  brother,  he  always  attended  to  his  duties 
at  the  temple,  and,  in  his  own  estimation,  never  broke  God's  law  at 


192  2tON*S  WITNESS. 

any  time:  and  that  thing  has  just  retnmed  from  a  rebelhous,  ludN 
ful,  riotous  randy,  and  spent  all — I  won't  own  him  for  a  brother. 
Don't  be  so  hasty^  he  is  not  come  for  the  temple  or  utensils,  and 
your  Father  by  creation  and  his  by  election  ana  adoption  will  settle 
the  matter  with  you.'  "  And  he  said  unto  him,  Son,  thou  art  ever 
with  me  *  in  all  thy  duties  and  external  performances;  always  there 
when  the  temple  dfoors  are  open  ;  so  that  "  all  I  have  is  thine  "— 
the  temple,  tub,  timber,  stones,  bricks  and  mortar,  and  every  relic  up* 
on  which  thy  heart  are  fixed,  is  thine ;  and  thou  art  welcome  to  them ; 
but  all  that  I  AM  in  almighty  grace,  everlasting  love,  immortal 
life,  imputed  righteousness,  covenant,  oath,  precious  blood,  election, 
predestmation*  and  salvation^  are  his ;  and  though  he  pass  through 
flood  and  flame  to  his  inheritance,  he  shall  be  brought  safely  throu^, 
being  eternally  found  in  Him,  chosen  in  Uim,  accepted  in  Him, 
built  up  in  Him,  and  complete  in  Him.  Who,  then,  "shall  lay 
anything  to  the  chaise  of  God's  elect?" 

Few  seem  to  understand  Christ  as  the  glorious  Substitute,  the 
one  Sacrifice,  Mediator,  Covenant  Head,  Surety,  Righteousness, 
Redeemer,  Deliverer,  Mighty  God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of 
Peace,  not  omitting  His  infallible  title  as  **  Wonderful  Counsellor," 
whose  infinite  and  boundless  wisdom  is  given  fi:^ely  to  the  poor  and 
ignorant,  and  those  to  all  appearance  who  were  out  of  the  way : 
but  in  due  time  were  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ  This  latter 
day  glory  contains  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles,  which,  in  the  eyes  of 
both  ancient  and  modem  Jews,  **  were  not  a  people,"  and  is  not  now 
according  to  modem  theology  ^'  reckoned  among  the  nations :"  but 
we  bless  God  for  the  power  of  the  gospel,  wielded  by  the  hand  of 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  for  it  binds  the  strong  man  armed,  spoils  his 
ffoods,  destroys  his  patchwork^  sweeps  down  his  cobwebs,  overflows 
nis  hiding-place,  runs  him  out  of  the  bye  paths,  discovers  his  fool- 
ishness, and  consumes  all  his  fancied  faith  and  rags  of  self-right- 
eousness, rends  the  veil  of  brutal  ignorance,  pride,  arrc^ance,  and 
strips  him  of  all  his  golden  gods,  and  wooden  idols,  silver  madonnas, 
ana  tinkling  cymbals. 

When  the  etemal  Spirit  quickens  a  poor  sinner,  and  shows  him 
what  he  is,  and  where  ne  is,  as  regards  his  first  Adam  standing, 
which  is  the  prelude  to  a  revelation  of  the  Second  Adam,  he 
wonders  how  the  God  of  justice  should  spare  the  guilty,  as  none  but 
the  guilty  are  condemned.  There  is  enough  guilt  contracted  in 
every  child  of  God  in  one  minute  to  send  him  to  the  nethermost 
hell,  if  the  whole  mass  of  guilt  and  sin  had  not  been  atoned  for  by 
"  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  What  a 
mercy  that  God  never  saw  iniquity  in  Jacob,  nor  perverseness  in 
Israel ! 

J.   Fl<BTCHEB. 
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It  matters  not  how  mean  and  insufficient  the  instrument)  so  as 
the  Lord  condescends  to  use  It :  and  I  well  knew  my  inability  to 
edit  a  monthly  mafi;azine  for  the  Church's  use;  but  notwithstanding 
my  unfitness,  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  enable  me  to  go  on  to 
the  present  time.  Were  I  to  sit  down  and  write  the  history  of  the 
"  Witness,'*  with  all  particulars,  it  would  fill  a  folio  volume.  Nothing 
b  my  pathway  has  caused  me  so  many  and  varied  troubles,  ana 
nothmg  has  been  so  great  a  source  of  comfort.  Times  and  again 
has  it  been,  according  to  appearance,  within  a  pin's  point  of  closmg ; 
but  the  Lord  has,  in  each  mstance,  in  a  most  signal  manner,  made 
a  way  for  it.  Had  I  from  time  to  time  communicated  the  real 
position  of  the  "  Witness "  to  my  friends,  they  must  have  con- 
scientiously advised  me  to  give  it  up  forthwith.  In  fact,  they  would 
have  pronounced  it  shere  madness  to  have  attempted  its  continu- 
ance. It  has  never  paid  its  way,  and  yet  I  have  never  lost  by  it. 
This  to  some  will  sound  rather  contradictory,  but  it  is  no  less  a 
real  truth.  ^  More  than  this.  I  have  no  fear  of  ever  losing  one 
farthing  by  its  continuance.  It  was  of  the  Lord  that  it  commenced, 
and  proof  upon  proof  have  I  had  that  it  is  of  the  Lord  that  it  con- 
tinue^.  No  aesire  have  I  beyond  His  will  in  goins  on  with  it.  Not 
aiiother  number  should  be  published  did  1  feel  that  the  Lord's 
blessing  was  no  longer  in  it.  But  I  have  received  verbal  and 
written  testimonies  from  all  parts  of  the  country  and  the  Colonies 
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of  its  being  blessed  to  the  hearts  of  the  saints  scattered  abroad  by  the 
Mighty  God  of  Jacob,  which  is  more  to  me  than  thousands  of  gold 
and  silver.  Had  money  been  my  object  in  its  publication,  I  should 
have  taken  advantage  of  many  opportunities  which  have  offered  to 
make  it  pay  me  a  good  profit.  But  I  started  it  without  consulting 
the  creature,  and  have  continued  it  without  being  dictated  to  by 
the  creature.  Helps,  it  is  true,  I  have  had,  but  not  of  my  seeking. 
The  Lord  has  stood  by  me.     To  Him  be  all  the  glory. 

In  starting,  and  in  continuance  of  my  work,  I  have  avoided 
sectarianism  in  every  shape  and  form.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  write 
for  the  sect  which  is  everywhere  spoken  against,  the  mount  Zion 
that  "  no  man  careth  for.-"  To  these  the  Lord  has  blessed  His  truth 
through  the  medium  of  the  "  Witness "  times  and  again,  and  for 
His  rich  blessing  I  now  desire  to  praise  His  name.  Though  the 
work  has  not  paid  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it  has  well  paid  me 
in  a.  spiritual :  therefore  I  have  no  cause  to  complain,  but  abundant 
reason  to  say,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within 
me  bless  His  holy  name  !'* 

In  starting  the  *'  Witness  "  I  felt  that  I  should  much  like  to  meet 
with  some  friend  who  could  aid  me  in  preparing  it  for  the  press. 
To  my  wife  I  communicated  my  thoughts,  and  told  her  how  very 
desirable  it  would  be  to  meet  with  such  a  friend,  when  a  certain 
man  came  to  my  mind  as  being  a  qualified  person  to  assist  me.  I 
then  told  my  wife  that  I  felt  that  Mr.  C.  understood  preparing 
matter  for  the  press,  and  no  doubt  he  would  assist  me.  This  man  I 
had  never  but  once  spoken  to,  but  he  and  his  wife  came  to  my 
chapel,  and  were  formerly  members  with  dear  Triggs.  His  occu- 
pation I  knew  no  more  about  than  an  infant  at  the  breast,  but  1 
felt  a  persuasion  that  he  was  to  assist  me,  and  determined  to  watch 
the  Lord*s  hand  for  an  opportunity  to  speak  with  him.  The  Lord 
sent  him  to  my  house,  when  I  asked  him  if  he  understood  pre- 
paring matter  for  the  press.  •*  Why,"  says  he,  "  I  am  a  compositor 
m  Her  Majesty's  Printing  Office."  At  this  I  was  struck,  for  I 
never  dreamed  that  he  was  a  printer.  He  promised  to  assist  me, 
and  I  do  not  know  how  I  should  have  managed  without  him.  This 
was  the  Lord's  doing.  We  went  on  very  comfortably  for  fifteen 
months,  when  he  left  me.  This  was  one  of  the  greatest  trials  I 
ever  had  in  connection  with  the  '*  Witness."  Indeed  I  thought  my 
heart  would  have  broken  when  he  wrote  me  to  say  that  he  should  retire 
from  the  "  Witness  "  and  cease  from  coming  to  "  Beulah.*'  When  I 
received  his  note,  it  was  like  a  shock  to  my  nerves.  When  I  recovered 
a  little,  I  hastened  out  of  the  house,  wandered  into  the  fields,  and 
was  like  one  distracted.  It  appeared  that  God  had  gone  out  against 
me,  that  all  who  had  denounced  the  "  Witness  "  were  right  in  then: 
denunciations,  that  it  was  now  about  to  be  made  manifest  that  I  was 
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a  presumptive  wretch  in  carrying  on  such  a  work,  that  mj  preaching 
also  was  wrong,  and  that  both  **  Witness  "  and  preaching  were  to 
be  abandoned.  I  could  not  write  a  tithe  of  what  I  endured  for 
some  hours.  The  enemy  of  my  soul  was  cruel  almost  beyond 
endurance.  My  wife  tried  in  vain  to  comfort  my  mind.  No 
sleep  could  I  get  at  night,  and  I  could  feelingly  enter  into  the 
heart  language  of  Christ  wherein  He  said  :  "  For  I  am  poor  and 
needy,  and  my  heart  is  wounded  within  me.  I  am  gone  like  the 
shadow  when  it  declineth :  I  am  tossed  up  and  down  as  the  locust. 
Help  me,  O  Lord  my  God :  O  save  me  according  to  thy  mercy. 
Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  in  the  day  when  I  am  in  trouble; 
incline  thine  ear  unto  me :  in  the  day  when  I  call,  answer  me 
speedily.  For  my  days  are  consumed  like  smoke,  and  my  bones 
are  burned  as  an  hearth.  My  heart  is  smitten,  and  withered  like 
grass  ;  so  that  I  forget  to  eat  my  bread.  Thou  hast  put  away  mine 
acquaintance  far  from  me ;  thou  hast  made  me  an  abomination  unto 
them.  I  am  shut  up,  and  cannot  come  forth.  Will  the  Lord  cast 
off  for  ever  ?  and  will  He  be  favorable  no  more  ?  Is  His  mercy 
clean  gone  for  ever  ?  doth  His  promise  fail  for  evermore  ?  Hath 
God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  Hath  He  in  anger  shut  up  His 
tender  mercies  ?  Reproach  hath  broken  my  heart ;  and  I  am  full 
of  heaviness ;  and  I  looked  for  some  to  take  pity,  but  there  was  none  ; 
and  for  comforters,  but  I  found  none.  It  was  not  an  enemy  that 
reproached  me;  then  I  could  have  borne  it;  neither  was  it  he  that 
hated  me  that  did  magnify  himself  against  me ;  then  would  I  have 
hid  myself  from  him ;  but  it  was  thou,  a  man  mine  equal,  my  guide, 
and  mine  acauaintance.  We  took  sweet  counsel  together,  and 
walked  unto  the  bouse  of  God  in  company." 

Yes,  dear  reader,  the  heart-breathings  of  our  precious  Lord  were 
seasonable  and  suitable ;  but  no  comfort  could  I  realize.  The  Lord 
seemed  to  shut  out  my  prayer ;  and  more  than  that,  I  appeared  to 
be,  with  Jonah,  shut  out  of  His  sight.  For  days  I  went  on  in 
wretchedness,  without  one  whisper  from  the  Lord,  without  one 
"  fear  not "  from  my  best  Friend  and  only  Beloved.  At  last  the 
Word  came  :  **  Ye  now  therefore  have  sorrow ;  but  I  will  see  you 
again,  and  your  heart  shall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man  taketh  from 
you."  This  portion  was  most  opportune ;  but  it  came  without 
bringing  any  joy  or  rejoicing.  It  fitted  exactly,  and  caused  a  solid 
rest  tor  the  soul ;  but  it  did  not  enable  me  to  go  down  in  the  dances 
of  those  that  make  merry.  It  proved  to  me  that  I  had  not  the 
sorrow  without  the  Lord  knowing  all  about  it,  that  He  had  seen 
me  before  and  would  see  me  again,  and  that  in  His  own  blessed 
time  my  heart  should  rejoice.  Bless  His  name.  He  did  not  out- 
promise  Himself,  but  came  again  into  my  sadaened  heart,  to  gladden 
it ;  my  sorrowful  soul,  to  rejoice  it ;  my  down  cast  head,  to  lift  it ;  and 
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my  weaiT  spirits,  to  cheer  them.  Ic  was  dow  all  right  again  between 
the  Lord  and  my  soul,  and  my  enemies  were  found  liars  unto  me, 
I  feared  neither  men  nor  devils.  I  felt  now  I  could  go  on  with 
the  *'  Witness "  without  creature  help,  and  so  it  proved  :  for  the 
Lord  was  all-sufficient.  He  showed  me  where  I  had  bee.i  leaning, 
and  how  lovingly  and  wisely  He  had  removed  the  prop ;  so  that  I 
could  say  "The  Lord  was  my  stay^**  From  that  day  to  this,  which 
is  now  6  years,  I  have  not  had  the  least  editorial  help  from  any  but 
the  Lord ;  and  bless  His  name,  to  His  honor  I  record  it.  He  has 
never  feiled  me  or  forsaken  me.  No,  honors  crown  His  sacred 
brow,  in  six  troubles  He  has  delivered,  and  in  seven  no  evil  has  be- 
fallen me.  He  has  indeed  proved  Himself  **  Godj  all-sufficient." 
"  Whoso  is  wise,  and  will  observe  these  things,  even  they  shall 
understand  the  loving*kindness  of  the  Lot'd." 

The  reason  this  &end  assigned  for  withdrawing  from  me  was 
that  I  denied  the  personality  ot  the  Holy  Ghost  The  fact  was,  I 
did  not  hold  that  rigid  distinctiveness  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost  that  many  do ;  but  was  ever  wont  to  hold  the  Unity  in 
speaking  of  either  Father,  Word,  or  Holy  Ghost;  and  would  always 
speak  against  holding  the  Trinity  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Unity. 
To  attempt  to  explain  in  human  language  that  which  was  in- 
explicable I  had  no  desire  :  and  for  this  I  was  much  censured. 
Holding  the  mystery  of  faith  in  a  pure  conscience  is  the  delight  of 
my  heart,  but  to  destroy  the  mystery  by  reducing  it  to  human 
tangibility  I  have  no  wish.  I  worship  God  in  the  Spirit,  rejoice  in 
Christ  Jesus,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh,  heartily  believing 
in  Scripture  language  that  Christ  is  "  the  only  wise  God  our 
Saviour  "  (Jude  25).  I  can  also  say  of  Christ  as  did  Paul — ^^  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me."  Men's  opinions  of  me  now  I 
care  but  little  about,  but  it  was  not  the  case  one  time.  I  have 
not  preached  God's  Word  ten  years,  and  edited  a  monthly  nearly 
eight,  without  being  pretty  well  inured  to  having  my  name  cast  out 
as  evil.  But  the  Lord  has  told  me  to  "  rejoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad,  for  great  was  my  reward  in  heaven :"  so  that  I  can  well  affi}rd 
to  say,  "  Let  them  curse,  for  the  Lord  has  bidden  them*"  With  the 
poet  1  can  heartily  sing— 


**  Should  earth  against  my  soul  engage, 
^nd  hellish  darts  be  harled. 

Then  I  can  smile  at  Saton^s  rage/ 
And  face  a  frowning  world* 


Let  care,  like  a  wild  deluge,  come» 
And  storms  of  sorrow  fall. 

May  I  but  safely  reach  my  home, 
My  Gbd,  my  he^y^n,  my  all." 


When  the  great  controversy  was  revived  about  the  eternal  Son- 
ship  of  Christ,  I  was  much  urged  upon  to  give  my  views,  but  I 
never  felt  my  mind  free  to  make  a  display  of  my  folly  in  that  par- 
ticular.    I  would  much  rather  sing  with  the  poet, 
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^  I  loTe  th*  incarnate  mytUryy  , 

And  there  I  place  my  trust. " 

Many  so-called  Trinitarians  have  denounced  me  in  London  because 
I  would  make^  what  they  were  pleased  to  term,  too  much  of  Christ ; 
but  I  never  had  any  guilt  on  my  conscience  on  that  account,  neither 
did  my  heart  condemn  me.  There  are  thousands  who  hold  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  five  cardinal  points,  who  are  at 
bitter  enmity  against  Christ  and  His  Church.  I  had  all  sorts  of 
names  heaped  upon  me  by  professors  because  I  would  not  see  with 
their  eyes  and  speak  with  their  words.  It  was  enough  for  me  that 
the  Lord  had  been  my  teacher  and  leader,  and  though  I  would  not 
attempt  to  explain  the  mystery  of  godliness,  I  could  bless  and 
praise  the  L*ord  that  Christ  had  been  revealed  in  my  heart  by  the 
eternal  Spirit,  that  my  faith  did  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  man, 
but  in  the  power  of  God,  and  that  I  could  say  of  Him,  "  But  Christ 
is  all  and  in  all."  My  opinion  is,  that  nine-tenths  of  what  has  been 
written  upon  this  great  controversy  owes  its  origin  to  the  craft  of 
Satan  and  the  wisdom  of  the  flesh.  The  Holy  Ghost  says,  "With- 
out controversy,  great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness."  1  believe  it ; 
and  with  controversy  the  mystery  remains  the  same.  "  The  secret 
of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  Him,  and  He  will  show  them  His 
covenant;'*  but  none  by  searching  can  find  out  God.  He  is  an 
infinite  and  eternal  deep  which  no  creature  or  angelic  mind  can 
fathom ;  and  yet  worms  of  the  earth  have  the  consummate  ignorance 
and  impudence  to  take  upon  themselves  the  task  of  explaining  the 
mysterious  and  inexplicable  depth  of  His  existence.  Be  it  yours 
and  mine,  dear  reader,  lo  rest  assured  of  this  one  thins,  that 
Christ  is  formed  in  our  heart  the  hope  of  glory,  and  is  all 
our  salvation  and  all  our  desire :  and  if  we  have  the 
witness  of  His  own  Spirit  in  our  heart  we  shall  say,  "  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  And  there  is  none  on  earth  that 
1  desire  beside  thee."  "  My  Beloved  is  mine  and  I  am  His.  I  am 
niy  Beloved's,  and  His  desire  is  towards  me."  This,  beloved,  is 
more  to  me  than  being  the  greatest  and  wisest  Theologian  of  the 
day.  The  wayfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  is  not  to  err  in  divine 
realities,  and  yet  "  He  turneth  wise  men  backward,  and  maketh 
their  knowledge  foolishness."     Indeed, 

**  He  takes  the  fool,  and  makes  him  know 

The  mysteries  of  His  grajce, 
To  lay  aspiring  wisdctfn  low, 
And  all  its  pride  abase." 

Tt  is  utterly  impossible  to  know  anything  savingly  of  the  Lord  but 
by  the  communication  of  His  blessed  Spirit,  and  the  mystery  of 
faith  can  only  be  held  in  a  pure  conscience.  Faith  revels  in  mjS" 
tcry>  and  basks  under  the  sunshine  of  mercy ;    but  never  attempts 
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to  explain  the  unfathomable  depths   of  Deity.      Faith  has  to  do 
with  things  not  seen.     While  we  are  shut  up  unto   the  faith,  we 
are  under  tutors  and  governors ;  but  when  faith  is  revealed,  we  enter 
at  once  into  promised  rest,  finding  faith  to  be  the  "  substance  of 
things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen "  by  flesh  and 
sense.      Christ  is  faith's  Alpha  and  Omega,  centre  and  circumfer- 
ance,  object  and  subject.  If  Christ  be  the  author  and  finisher  of  faith, 
in  Him  we  receive  the  end  of  it,  which  is   Christ  the  salvation  of 
our  souls.'   Then  we  can  sing,  "  Behold,  God  is  my  salvation  !     I 
will  trust  and  not  be  afraid ;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength 
and  song:  He  also  is  become  my  salvation."     Christ  is  both  faith's 
Rock  and  hope's  Anchor,      Christ  is  both  faith  and  hope.      "  He 
that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God  and  God  in  Him:"  "  and  of 
Benjamin  He  said.  The  Beloved  of  the  Lord  shall  dwell  in  safety  by 
Him ;  and  the  Lord   shall  cover  Him  all  the  day  long,  and   He 
(Christ)  shall  dwell  between  His  (Jehovah's)  shoulders."      Who 
dwells  in  love?     Christ.     Who  dwells  between  Jehovah's  shoulders 
or  in  His  heart  ?  Christ.  "  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the 
Most  High,  shall  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty."      Does 
Christ  dwell  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father  without  His  body  ?     No ; 
for  He  says,  "  Father,  I  will  that  they  (The  members)  also   whom 
thou  hast  given  me  be  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold 
my  glory ;  that  they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou.  Father,  art  in  me 
and  I  in  thee  ;  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us."     This  mystery  of 
union  oneness  with  the  Lord  is  hidden  from  the  wise  and  pruaent 
of  Adam's  earthly  sons,  and  revealed  unto  babes  "  who  are  born  not 
of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  or  of  man,  or  of  blood,  but  of  God."     These 
are  heaven's  own  offspring,  God's  own  children.      What  they  are, 
they  always  were,  and  ever  shall  remain.    They  were  sons  in  union 
witn    Christ    before    time,    they     are     sons     in    oneness    with 
Jesus  through  time,    and  they  are  children  joined  to  the   Lord 
and  one  Spirit  for  ever  and  for  ever.      As  such  let  me  now  call 
upon  them  to  sing  in  the  language  of  dear  Kent: 

"  Sons  of  peace,  redeem'd  by  blood, 
Raise  your  songs  to  Zion's  God : 
Made  from  condemnation  free,  * 

Grace  triumphant  sing  with  me." 

The  first  appearance  of  the  "  Witness,"  as  may  be  imagined,  caused 
no  small  stir  in  the  religious .  world ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  my 
statement  will  be  beyond  contradiction  when  I  say,  that  there  is 
not  another  publication  advocating  God's  truth  in  existence  that 
meets  with  half  its  opposition.  Readers  and  lovers  of  both  the 
**  Standard  "  and  "  V  essel  "  hate  it  with  a  cruel  hatred ;  and  I 
verily  believe  that  many  of  them  consider  that  both  the  **  Witness  " 
and  its  editor  belong  to  his  very  subtle  and  extremely  sable  majesty 
the  devil.     Pages  I  could  give  of  the  enmity  and  opposition  of  the 
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"  Standard  *'  readers.  But  why  should  they  oppose  a  truthful  work  ? 
Why  should  they  hate  a  periodical  that  the  Lord  has  blessed  to 
many  of  Uis  children  ?  If  they  do  not  feel  inclined  to  take  it  in, 
why  try  to  prevent  those  who  do  ?  If  th^  Lord  blesses  it  to 
His  children^  and  hundreds  can  testify  that  He  has  done  so,  is  it 
safe  to  condemn  it?  Is  the  Lord  divided  against  Himself ?  Are 
not  His  children  one?  Is  not  His  cause  of  truth  one?  I  have 
met  with  many  who  love  the  *'  Standard,"  or  profess  to  do  so,  and 
hate  God's  truth.  I  do  not  intend  to  insinuate  hei^  that  this 
periodical  does  not  send  out  some  precious  truths,  because  if  I  did, 
I  should  belie  my  conscience ;  but  many  who  are  prejudiced  in  its 
favor  know  not  tie  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus ;  therefore  condemn  every 
other  periodical ;  not  because  untruthful,  but  because  they  have  no 
spiritual  discernment  A  reader  of  the  "  Standard  "  was  shown  a 
''Witness"  and  asked  what  he  thought  of  it.  He  read  it  and  said 
that  it  was  the  best  thing  in  the  Utter  of  truth  that  he  had  ever  seen. 
But  nothing  more.  Indeed,  how  clever  !  Why  did  he  say  there 
was  only  the  letter  ?  To  show  his  enmity.  What  does  the  Bible 
contain?  Only  the  truth  in  the  letter.  This  the  living  children 
know  by  daily  experience.  But  when  the  Lord  speaks  the  written 
Word  in  the  heart,  then,  and  then  only,  is  it  spirit  and  life.  Does 
the  ^»  Gospel  Standard  "  contain  more  than  the  truth  in  the  letter  ? 
No,  however  excellent  its  articles.  Does  the  Lord  bless  the  truths 
of  that  periodical  to  His  children  ?  He  does,  and  it  is  only  then 
that  its  pages  are  spirit  and  life.  When  I  read  in  the  Word,  "  I 
have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love,"  it  is  only  letter ;  but 
when  the  Lord  speaks  it  in  my  heart,  it  is  spirit  and  life.  It 
is  arrogance  and  ignorance  in  a  man  to  take  up  a  periodical  ttat  he 
is  prejudiced  against  and  pronounce  it  only  a  Utter  work,  when 
every  one  knows  that  "power  belongeth  unto  God" .  I  do  not  infer 
by  this  that  there  are  not  many  works  written  and  sermons  preached 
truthfully  in  the  letter,  and  are  never  made  spirit  and  life  to  one 
living  soul ;  for  I  fully  believe  that  there  are  scores  of  preachers 
and  writers  who  have  a  clear  but  superficial  knowledge  of  the  Word. 
Such  are  both  sound  in  doctrine  and  sound  in  the  heart,  but  of 
the  afflictions  of  Joseph  they  are  utter  strangers.  No  doubt  many 
think  this  of  me,  but  it  is  a  small  matter  to  me  to  be  judged  of 
man,  seeing  that  I  can  take  my  reader  to  the  spot  of  ground  where 
the  Lord  said,  in  the  almighty  power  of  His  Spirit,  to  my  soul,  "  I 
have  blotted  out  as  a  thick  cloud  thy  transgressions,  and  as  a  cloud 
thy  sins ;  return  unto  me,  for  I  have  redeemed  thee,"  Surely  if  I  had 
never  received  another  portion  from  the  heart  of  my  Beloved  this 
was  quite  enough  to  warrant  my  singing  that  sweet  verse  of  Kent: 

'•  Now  free  from  sin  I  walk  at  large, 
This  Breaker's  blood  s  my  soul's  discharge ; 
Content  at  His  dear  feet  111  lay, 
A  sinner  saved  and  homage  pay." 
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**He  that  believeth  hath  the  witness  in  himself;"  and  by  the  Spirit 
of  adoption  can  cry,  **  Abba,  Father,**  It  is  my  choice  privilege 
to  respond  to  the  sweet  lines  of  Ralph  Erskine,  wherein  he  says, 

'*  Do8t  know  thft  place*  the  spot  of  land, 

Where  Jesus  did  thee  meet  1 
Thy  Hushand  gain'd  thy  heart  and  handi 
Thy  Husband's  loYe  was  sweet " 

Many  places  and  many  spots  of  land  are  endeared  to  me  on  ac- 
count of  the  sweet  and  precious  love-visits  of  my  unchanging 
Friend.  It  is  trjae  that  sometimes  they  are  all  forgotten  and  lost 
sight  of;  but  when  I  get  a  renewal  of  His  favours,  a  fresh  in- 
timation of  His  mercy,  another  manifestation  of  His  love,  afresh 
He  is  pleased  to  bring  to  remembrance  former  visits  and  previous 
blessings.  He  has  promised  that  the  blessed  Comforter  shall  bring 
all  things  to  our  remembrance  whatsoever  He  has  said  unto  us ;  and 
that  blessed  Spirit  is  in  no  way  lax  in  fulfilling  His  covenant  en- 
gagement, but  is  always  faithful  to  the  children  committed  to  His 
care.  Indeed  it  is  His  delight  to  reveal  a  precious  Christ  to  our 
souls ;  therefore  we  will  give  Him  the  glory  due  unto  His  sacred 
name. 

{To  be  continued  in  our  next.) 


A  WOED  OF  COMFORT. 


Trembling  children,  do  not  doubt, 
Jesus  will  not  cast  you  out ; 
For  He  cannot  steel  His  heart. 
But  He  will  His  love  impart. 

Cast  on  Him  your  care  alone, 
Who  did  all  your  sin  atone : 
You  can  never  comfort  gain 
But  in  Jesus  who  was  slain. 

Listen  to  me  when  I  say, 
In  Him  you  did  God  obey, 
In  Him  keep  the  great  command, 
In  Him  pay  the  full  demand. 

Not  a  farthing  do  you  owe, 
Not  a  debt  does  Ueayen  know  ; 
For  He  paid  in  death  and  blood, 
Ratisfied  your  cov*nant  God. 

Cheer  up  then,  desponding  soul. 
On  Him  all  your  burden  roll — 
He  will  smile  you  up  to  heay'n. 
He  will  witness  sins  forgiy'n. 


LoTe  alone  dwells  in  His  heart*  ' 
With  you  He  can  never  part ; 
Lodge  within  His  bleeding  breast. 
Seek  no  other  place  of  rest. 

Slake  your  thirst  at  Jacob's  well, 
Waters  here  will  all  excel :  ' 
Eat  the  &t  and  drink  the  sweet. 
Best  of  oil,  and  finest  wheat. 

Welcome  harlot,  welcome  thief. 
Welcome  to  His  sure  relief ; 
Welcome  leper,  welcome  blind. 
Welcome  every  cast  and  kind. 

Welcome  to  His  bosom  bare. 
Welcome  every  son  and  heir, 
Welcome  Mary,  welcome  Ruth, 
Welcome  saith  the  God  of  truth. 

Welcome  Peter,  welcome  Faul, 
Welcome  John,  and  welcome  all ; 
Welcome  every  heir  of  glore. 
Welcome  now  and  evermore. 


A,  W. 
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(  C<mtinuedfrom  page  140). 

Feelixo  unworthy  of  the  least  mercy,  and  often  veiy  unhappy 
through  my  folly  and  Satan's  strong  temptations,  I  was  like  a 
sparrow  alone  and  speckled  bird ;  for  I  could  find  union  of  soul  to 
but  few  among  the  people  who  attended  our  chapel.  At  the  Lord's 
table  I  perceived  that  nearly  all  the  communicants  were  in  tears, 
while  partaking  of  the  emblems  of  the  Lord's  death,  especially  the 
minister,  when  speaking  of  the  extreme  sufferings  of  Christ;  where- 
as my  poor  frozen  heart  remained  callous  and  unmoved ;  and  not 
only  so,  but  could  indulge  in  all  manner  of  sinful  thoughts*  These 
things  wounded  my  pride,  and  cut  mv  religion  up  root  and  branch ; 
for  1  wanted  to  feel  affected  like  those  contrite  ones,  that  they 
might  think  me  to  be  a  true  lover  of  the  suffering  Saviour.  But  as 
my  tears  would  not  flow  spontaneously,  the  devil  and  my  wicked 
heart  devised  means  to  produce  a  copious  flow  artificially.  In  order 
to  effect  this,  both  snuff  and  smell  ins-bottle  were  resorted  to.  By 
these  diabolical  means  I  became  a  pious  hypocritical  weeper.  O 
the  desperate  wickedness  and  damnable  hypocrisy  of  the  human 
heart  I  Who  but  He  who  searcheth  all  things  can  thoroughly  know 
it  ?    Well  might  one  of  our  spiritual  poets  say, 

"  Can  eyer  God  dwell  here  T 

But  these  smelling-bottle  and  snuff  tears  never  found  their  way  into 
that  bottle  which  the  Lord  keeps  for  the  real  saints.  I  hope  my 
reader  will  not  despise  me  for  this  deep*planned  hypocrisy.  About 
this  time  I  began  to  take  in  books,  and  among  them  were  Huntings 
ton's,  Bunyan's,  and  Brown's  dictionary  and  self-interpreting  Bible ; 
but  many  of  my  books  I  had  to  part  with  on  account  of  poverty. 
Crisp's  works,  too,  I  had  and  highly  valued  them,  which  caused  to 
some  great  offence ;  for  they  said  I  was  getting  much  too  high  in 
doctrine.  They  also  charged  me  with  holding  the  doctrine  of 
fatality ;  and  my  father,  and  a  few  others  with  the  minister,  ex- 
postulated with  me  and  tried  to  convince  me  of  my  error ;  but  I 
remained  obdurate.  I  now  acknowledge  that  I  was  much  to  blame 
in  some  things,  but  I  did  not  care  whether  I  was  in  the  church  or 
out ;  for  I  could  get  no  peace  in  the  way  I  was  going  on,  I  could 
neither  enjoy  the  world,  sin.  nor  religion  ;  therefore  I  cared  not 
what  people  thought  or  said  of  me.  I  was  always  hammering  at 
the  poor  Arminians,  and  yet  I  had  as  much  Arminianisn\  in  my 
own  heart  as  any  twenty  of  them.  I  knew  the  way  of  salvation, 
was  persuaded  that  the  covenant  was  ordered  in  all  things  and 
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sure,  that  Christ  had  made  an  end  of  sin  for  the  Church,  and  that 
all  the  Father  gave  Him  to  do  was  for  ever  done,  and  well  done, 
and  yet  I  could  not  lay  aside  my  working  tools.  Indeed,  in  feeling, 
I  was  a  resolute  workmonger,  looking  within  where  was  to  be  found 
nothing  but  death,  sin,  and  corruption.     To  work  I  went,  at  work 
I  continued,  and  as  fast  as  I  built  up,  the  Lord  in  mercy  threw 
down ;  and  even  now  it  is  not  my  fault  that  I  am  not  still  wrapt  in 
that  delusion.      Work,  work,  I  should.be   working  now,  until  I 
worked  myself  into  hell,  were  it  not  for  sovereign  grace  which  pur- 
posed otherwise.     Now  I  hope  my  fellow  workmongers  will  forgive 
me  this  wrong ;  for  when  I  come  to  consider  things  rightly,  I  well 
know  that  we  are  all  bom  workmongers,  and  the  religion  of  carnal 
nature  is  what  we  cannot  at  times  help  attending  to,  in  order  to 
satisfy  natural  conscience ;  therefore  I  cannot  blame  them>  seeing 
the  very  heathen  cannot  do  without  some  kind  of  religion ;  and  the 
Scriptures  do  not  require  spiritual  faith,  spiritual  repentance,   and 
spiritual  love  from  natural  hearts.      All  this  is  infinitely  beyond 
nature.    No,  Mr.  Arminian,  I  only  blame  you  for  despising  and  per- 
secuting those  whom  God   has  sovereignly  loved  and  graciously 
called  to  be  partakers  of  spiritual  life,      roor  souls,  they  did  not 
want  these  blessings  when,  like  you,  in  a  state  af  nature ;  but  when 
the  Lord  made  them  willing  in  the  day  of  His  power,  and   gave 
them  richly  to  realize  the  blessing,  how  could  they  refrain  from 
speaking  of  those  things  which  they  had  tasted,  handled,  and  felt  ? 
How  could  they  help  believing  and  cease  from  defending  those 
glorious  doctrines  of  the  everlasting  Gospel !     How  could  they  help 
singing  the  high  praises  of  Him  who  loved  them  and  washed  them 
from  their  sins  in  His  own  blood  I      When  the  Lord  attunes  the 
heart,  His  children|are  necessitated  to  sing  to  the  praise  of  the  mercy 
they  have  found.     They  delight  to  make  mention  of  His  righteous- 
ness, and  of  His  only,  without  the  least  reference  to  sinles^  pei^ 
fection.     On  the  otlier  hand,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  speak 
well  of  that  which   has  cost  them  so  much  sorrow  of  heart  and 
grief  of  mind.       No,  they  cannot  love,  relish,  or  defend  those 
fleshly  doctrines  which  are  so  dishonoring  to  God  and  ensnaring 
to  the  saints. 

Well,  then,  Mr.  Free-will,  seeing  you  and  your  party  have  hated, 
persecuted,  and  belied  the  blood-bought  children  of  God,  and  have 
also  filled  the  world  with  lies  and  doctrines  of  devils,  I  must  blame 
you ;  for  you  cannot  feel  the  bitters  that  these  saints  have  jgone 
through,  neither  can  you  partake  of  their  joys.  But  I  don't  won- 
der at  your  opposition  to  them  when  I  look  into  my  own  hearty  for 
it  so  hurts  our  natural  pride  and  sinful  perfection,  commonly  called 
by  mistake  sinless  perfection,  to  think  of  being  saved  wholly  and 
solely  by  sovereign  grace.      I  say  sinful  perfection  because  it  is 
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begun  in  sin,  carried  on  in  sin,  and  ends  in  sin ;  therefore,  my 
Arminian  friends,  let  us  leave  these  men  alone ;  for  if  that  doctrine 
which  they  feel  and  love  be  of  God,  as  I  am  sure  it  is,  we  cannot 
overthrow  it ;  and  woe  be  to  us  if  we  are  found  fightinp;  against 
God  in  these  His  n>embers.  Remember,  these  so-called  high 
doctrines  are  their  meat  and  their  drink,  and  though  they  are 

**  Afflicted,  poor,  despised,  weak, 

"When  they  behold  His  face, 
Thej  cannot  but  rejoice  and  speak 

Of  His  redeeming  grace.' 

Now,  ye  disciples  of  Moses,  my  dear  brethren  in  the  flesh,  there 
is  something  in  spiritual  religion  so  far  above  nature  that  you 
cannot  get  into  the  secret.  You  are  entire  strangers  to  the  Shula- 
mite,  the  struggling  in  Rebecca's  womb,  the  thorn  in  the  flesh,  and 
the  kicking  and  rebelling  of  the  old  man  of  sin.  These  are  things 
that  you  cannot  understand,  never  having  been  cut  off  from  the  old 
stock  and  killed  by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit ;  therefore  you  boast 
and  glory  in  the  creature,  trust  in  your  own  wisdom,  strength,  and 
righteousness.  And  the  Scriptures  explain  it  thus :  *'  The  natural 
man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;"  "  They  are 
foolishness  unto  him ;  neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  are 
spiritually  discerned." 

The  believer  in  Jesus  well  knows  that  such  is  the  blindness, 
bardness,  and  devilishness  of  the  heart,  that  there  is  so  great  a 
cleaving  to  old  Adam,  nothing  but  the  power  of  God  can  break  off; 
for  after  being  hunted  out  of  one  refuge  of  lies,  we  seek  another ; 
after  being  knocked  off  from  one  false  foundation,  we  build  upon 
another,  until  we  are  so  emptied  from  vessel  to  vessel;^  that  we  are 
necessitated  to  bow  to  sovereign  grace  alone,  hang  upon  sovereign 
mercy  only,  look  to  Jesus  exclusively :  and  in  looking  unto  Him 
we  are  lightened,  and  our  faces  are  not  ashamed ;  for  He  is  the 
health  of  our  countenance  and  our  God. 

It  is  often  a  long  and  fiery  process  which  brings  us  round  to 
God's  terms.  I  am  sure  it  was  so  in  my  case  :  but  in  the  Lord's  own 
time  I  was  brought  here,  however  painful  the  ordeal,  not  only  to 
approve  of  God's  way  of  saving  base,  rebellious  wretches,  but  to 
acknowledge  Him  just  in  sending  us  to  bell  for  our  sins.  I  can 
bless  the  Lord  that  He  has  taught  me  a  little  of  both  sides  of  the 
question,  and  enabled  me  through  rich  free  grace  to  praise  Him 
for  all  His  leadings  and  dealings. 

I  now  wished  for  a  wife,  and  was  desirous  of  meeting  with  one 
among  the  daughters  of  Abraham,  well  knowing  that  these  alone 
could  make  real  helpmeets ;  but  I  was  always  the  wrong  man  :  so 
that  I  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  success  from  that  quarter.  Again  I 
neglected  assembling  with  the  saints,  and  for  a  long  time  scarcely 
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ever  entered  a  place  of  worship,  bat  went  after  the  danghters  of 
the  land,  where  I  professed  to  be  a  stranger,  to  seek  a  wifs  ;  so  that 
with  my  eyes  open  I  was  determined  to  be  united  to  one  who  was. 
not  manifestively  a  child  of  God.  I  was  married  on  Christ mafts  day, 
1835,  Hi  the  age  of  29  years,  my  wife  being  7  years  ray  junior. 
We  were  married  from  a  publichouse,  therefore  had  many  carnal 
companions.  On  the  Sunday  after  the  wedding  I  went  to  chapel, 
but  my  wife  did  not  accompany  me.  I  thought  much  of  what  Mn 
Huntington  says  of  the  marriage  of  "  Little  vFaith,"  and  found 
many  particulars  correspond  with  my  case.  Here  I  had  many 
cutting  reflections,  for  I  had  taken  a  wretched  step,  and  the  Lord 
alone  knows  the  sorrow,  guilt,  and  shame  that  I  have  had  to  ex- 
perience on  this  account.  The  words  of  Paul  I  have  found  to  be 
true  with  a  witness,  wherein  he  says,  "  Such  shall  have  sorrow  in 
the  flesh."  I  might  expect  nothing  else,  and  yet  J  believe  that 
this  very  thing,  with  all  its  train  of  circumstances,  was  wrapped 
up  in  the  counsels  of  eternity.  We  have  had  a  large  family — ten 
children — many  troubles,  numerous  enemies,  and  a  few. real  friends. 

About  this  time  I  took  great  interest  and  pride  in  distributing 
tracts  from  house  to  house ;  and  I  was  very  particular  in  choosing 
those  which  were  entirely  free  from  Arminianism ;  but  I  can  now 
see  that  I  had  enough  Arminianism  in  and  about  me  to  fill  all  the 
tracts  that  I  ever  delivered.  I  was  often  invited  into  the  house  to 
have  a  little  empty  chat  on  solemn  subjects,  which  I  could  by  no 
means  allow  now.  On  one  occasion  I  took  Dr.  Hawker's  tract  on 
"Vessels  of  wrath  and  vessels  of  mercy  "  to  an  almighty  (?)  free- 
wilier  of  the  name  of  Adamson ;  but  when  I  went  to  exchange  it 
on  the  following  Sunday,  I  found  written  on  the  cover — "Please  to 
keep  your  predestination  at  home."  He  gave  it  me  with  such  a  look 
of  fleshly  perfection  as  I  shall  not  readily  forget.  I  was  henceforth 
despised  by  the  whole  family,  and  they  were  a  numerous  body  of 
fleshly  perfectionists.  From  these  1  have  suflfered  much  in  tdnporal 
things.  I  call  them  almighty  free-willers,  because  they  profess  to  be 
stronger  than  God,  for  they  can  believe,  repent,  be  saved  or  damned, 
just  when  and  where  they  think  proper,  and  the  unchangeable 
Jehovah,  according  to  their  system,  is  no  better  than  a  weathercock. 

My  reader  must  not  conclude  that  I  am  now  opposed  to  tract 
distributing.  1  believe  that  there  are  many  written  by  gracious 
men,  and  are  made  a  great  blessing  to  the  household  of  faith ;  but 
there  are  thousands  daily  pouring  from  the  press,  the  whole  of 
which  are  not  worth  the  dust  from  off  your  shoes ;  for  they  are  full 
of  lies  and  doctrines  of  devils,  written  by  men  at  war  with  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  **  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  blessed  God.* 
But  though  such  men  swarm  the  country,  and  seem  to  carry  all  be- 
fore them,  their  bounds  are  prescribed  by  God :  so  that  they  caa 
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go  SO  far,  but  no  farther.  Heresy  must  abound,  and  it  falls  into 
the  hands  of  its  own  party,  keeping  them  together.  This  is  a 
mercy  for  Zion,  for  it  rids  the  true  Church  of  so  much  chaff;  and 
the  Lord  says,  "  What  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat  ?" 

Then'  let  them  worship  where  they  please, 

We  would  not  hunt  the  swino' — 
While  we  can  meet  in  twos  and  threes. 

And  feast  on  love  divine. 

My  wife,  though  destitute  of  true  religion,  did  not  at  the  time  I  now 
write,  and  long  after,  offer  the  least  opposition,  which  I  consider  a 
mercy,  and  no  small  mercy  too.  I  might  go  on  in  the  dead  round 
of  family  worship  if  1  chose,  as  well  as  others,  did  circumstances 
favour  such  a  system,  without  any  hindrance  from  her,  and  this 
is  what  many  cannot  say  who  are  placed  in  easier  circumstances 
with  a  religious  help-meet ;  and  I  would  rather  have  such  a  one  as 
I  have,  than  one  wrapped  up  in  an  empty  form,  which  I  believe  is 
the  case  with  very  many  of  the  Lord's  poor  people,  and  many  have 
their  whole  lives  embittered  on  this  account.  We  are  told  in  Prov, 
xix,  14,  '*  A  prudent  wife  is  from  the  Lord>"  and  this  being  the  gift 
of  the  Lord,  he  acts  as  a  sovereign  in  this  matter,  and  gives  it  to 
whom  He  will;  and  none  ever  did  find  a  wife  that  was  truly 
spiritual  except  the  Lord  brought  them  together,  to  fulfil  some 
purpose  of  grace  or  providence.  Such  "find  a  good  thing,  and 
obtain  favour  of  the  Lord,"  But  few  of  the  Lord's  people  are 
favoured  in  this  way,  and  it  is  a  part  of  their  cross  or  lot  in  this 
life,  and  shall  surely  be  overruled  for  their  real  good ;  for  I  must  say 
respecting  such,  whatever  be  their  condition  while  here,  they  are 
the  subjects  of  special  mercy  ;  iand 

Whatever  shall  and  must  take  place 
Springs  from  the  riches  of  His  grace  ; 
And  all  their  sorrows,  trials  too. 
This  grace  alone  shall  bring  them  through. 

For  my  own  part,  I  must  .say,  though  altogether  unworthy  of  a 
wife,  or  any  favour  from  God  or  man,  I  am  peculiarly  blessed  in 
this  matter ;  for  indeed  I  could  not  have  gone  on  in  some  things 
with  any  other  woman.  True,  I  have  found  the  apostle's  words 
in  full  weight,  "  Such  shall  have  trouble  in  the  flesh,'*  notwithstand- 
ing, the  countless  mercies  far  overbalance  the  trouble,  and  this  is 
what  many  of  the  afflicted  children  of  God  overlook.  With  any 
other,  and  especially  with  a  carnal  professor,  I  should  be  as  miserable 
as  possible.  The  Lord  knew  exactly  what  I  needed.  My  temper, 
disposition,  principles,  and  habits,  are  all  took  into  account,  and  J 
have  got  the  woman  eternally  appointed  me.  But  this  doctrine  is 
not  believed  but  by  few,  and  many  beautiful  and  religious  persons 
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are  appointed  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  great  ones  of  the  world, 
tor  a  snare,  a  trap,  and  to  fulfil  the  will  of  heaven  in  providence 
and  grace,  and  the  church  slmll  suffer  no  real  loss  thereby. 

"  Stay,  stay,"  says  master  carnal  wise, 
**  I  think  you  must  be  speaking  lies :" 
Indeed,  indeed,  and  so  you  say, 
To  such  as  you  I  always  may. 

Lord,  in  mercy  deliver  thy  people  from  such  fleshly  entanglements. 
But  do  allow  me  to  turn  to  a  more  lovely,  pleasing,  and  blessed 
subject,  which  ofttimes  comforts  my  mind  when  nothing  else  will : 
I  mean  the  marriage  of  our  Almighty  Samson,  who  came  down 
from  His  Father's  house  to  take  a  wife  for  us  poor  Philistines.  I 
love  to  dwell  on  the  marvellous  grace,  wonderful  condescen  sion  of 
our  adorable  and  eternal  Ishi.  Bless  His  name,  He  well  knew  the 
wretchedness,  poverty,  disgrace,  shame,  and  pollution  in  which  us 
poor  Philistines  lay  :  but  all  mattered  nothing.  He  was  determined 
to  wed  us  to  Himself. 

(  To  he  Continued.) 
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Seventy-fifih  Letter. 

the  reaper  to  the  gleaner. 

Beloved  of  the  Lord,  beloved  in  the  Lord,  beloved  with 
THE  Lord,  His  love,  sister,  and  spouse. — You  have  need  of 
Him,  and  He  of  you.  This  truth  I  have  learned  by  being  the 
wild  ass  loosed,  and  sent  out  free  from  the  place  where  two  ways 
met ;  and  it  was  because  the  Lord  had  need  of  Him ;  and  surely 
there  is  a  reciprocity  between  the  Head  and  members.  Husband 
and  wife.  Head  without  members  cannot  be  ;  therefdre  Christ  the 
Head  given,  needeth  the  members,  and  He  hath  and  will 
have  them,  as  He  lovingly  saith,  ^*  All  the  Father  hath  given  me 
shall  come  unto  me,  and  he  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out;"  and  very  blessed  it  is  to  feel  and  know  our  need  of  Him; 
and,  as  it  is  written,  to  be  a  living  witness  of  the  truth  of  the  same : 
"  Thy  God  shall  supply  all  your  need  according  to  His  riches  in 
glory  by  Christ  Jesus."  We  do  well  at  all  times  to  remember 
however  blessed  and  pleasureful  these  things  are,  even  the  supply 
to  make  our  cup  to  run  over,  yet  thus  it  stands  unalterable,  that  in 
all  things  our  most  glorious   Christ  ig  to  have  the  preeminence. 
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This  to  me  in  its  true  import  is  the  highest  and  greatest,  namely, 
the  preeminent  need  of  Christ  for  each  of  His  members ;  and  the 
need  of  me,  even  now,  day  after  day,  is  more  than  supplying 
ray  need  by  Him ;  and  it  causes  my  need  to  be  lost  for  awhile  in 
His ;  and  the  unalterable  blessedness  of  this  is  also  demonstrated 
most  fully  in  that  Jesus  the  Son  of  God  is  the  Husband,  and  the 
married  wife,  the  Helpmeet  for  Him ;  and  if  any  of  the  members 
could  be  severed  from  Him,*  His  Headship  could  not  be  perfect, 
and  His  preeminence  would  be  lowered;  and,  deprive  Him  of  His 
wife,  He  could  no  longer  be  a  Husband  ;  therefore  the  Lord  hath 
need  of  him,  them,  or  it,  in  whom  is  all  His  delight,  in  whom  He 
set  all  His  love,  and  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life,  and  whom  He 
received  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  that  we  should  be  to  the 
praise  of  His  glory  who  first  trusted  in  Christ,  and  that  He  might 
show  the  exceeding  riches  of  His  glory  on  the  vessels  of  mercy 
which  He  had  afore  prepared  unto  glory,  and  these  are  the  vessels 
made  meet  for  the  Master's  use,  and  not  their  own ;  and  these  pure 
truths  in  their  fulness,  and  the  standing  blessedness  of  each  vessel 
or  member,  in  union  with  Jesus,  is  unchangeably  the  same  in  and 
through  all  their  oppressions,  depressions,  darknesses,  seeming  be- 
reavements, shuttings  up,  castings  down,  and  manifold  temptations ; 
for  nothing  touches  love  standing  and  life  oneness,  in  resurrection 
blessedness,  joined  to  the  Lord  and  one  Spirit.  O  the  depth,  he 
that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him ;  herein  is 
our  love  made  perfect,  that  we  might  have  boldness  in  the  day  of 
judgment ;  •'  Because  as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world."  We  live 
for  the  Lord,  for  His  use,  honour,  and  glory,  which  is  greater 
than  our  benefit  and  pleasure.  In  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  bond  of  peace,  I  again  sialute  you  in  Him  who  is  the  Most  High 
God,  possessor  of  heaven  and  earth,  whom  I  thank  on  your  behalf, 
and  bless  and  praise  Him  with  you :  for  He  only  is  worthy,  and  as 
we  have  but  one  heart  and  mind  concerning  Him ;  and  because  He 
is  ours,  and  we  are  His,  we  cannot  be  put  off  with  anything  short 
of  Himself,  Tehovah  our  everlasting  Light,  our  God,  and  our  glory. 
What  an  unspeakable  mercy  to  have  a  heart  and  mind  for  Jesus 
only.  I  have  no  thoughts  about  going  to  heaven  now,  nor  do  I 
intend  stopping  should  I  alight  on  the  place ;  but  I  am  looking  out 
to  be  where  Jesus  is,  far  above  all  heavens ;  then  and  there  to  be 
like  Him ;  for  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is,  and  know  even  as  we  are 
known.  What  a  poor  beggarly  life  some  appear  to  Uve,  it  being 
m  themselves,  and  only  to  be  happy  when  they  die.  Bless  the 
Lord,  that  will  not  do  for  a  living  heart ;  it  is  not  having  received 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  we  walk  in  Him,  having  been  baptized 
by  the  Holy  Ghost  into  Jesus  Christ,  and  into  His  death,  and  with 
Him  by  baptism  into  death,  that  like  as  Christ  was  raised  up  from 
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the  dead  bj  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also  should  walk  in 
newness  of  life,  health,  and  salvation,  and  in  peace  with  God 
through  Him ;  and  it  is  no  matter  what  our  chequered  scenes  are, 
or  how  numerous  the  crooked  things  may  be,  and  our  Lord  in  wis- 
dom to  set  darkness  in  our  paths,  nothing  shall  hurt  nor  destroy  in 
all  my  holy  mountain,  saith  the  Lord.  As  sure  as  the  Lord  is  ours, 
we  may  assure  our  hearts  before  Him,  that  as  it  hath  pleased  Him 
to  make  us  His  people,  that  He  is  very  much  interested  in  us  and 
about  us ;  and  thus  He  saith,  "  Sing  ye  unto  her,  a  vineyard  of  red 
wine ;  T  the  Lord  do  keep  it ;  I  will  water  it  every  moment,  lest  anv 
hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day  ;"  and  I  say  in  truth  that  thfs 
holy  declaration  far  outmatches  my  heart,  as  Jesus  saith,  *'  I  am 
among  you  as  Him  that  serveth."  I  pause  to  think  and  ponder 
over  such  words  and  meanings,  spoken  by  Him  who  also  said, 
"  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  ray  words  shall  not  pass 
away."  Our  privilege  is,  to  believe  the  word  spoken  by  Him,  and 
how  blessed  this  truth  shines  forth  in  that  record  of  the  eternal 
Spirit  concerning  Jacob  (Gen.  xxxii.) ;  and  although  more  than 
twenty  years  had  passed,  yet  the  word  spoken  was  the  same ;  and 
thus  Jacob  pleaded — "  Thou  saidst  I  will  surely  do  thee  good  ;**  and 
he,  as  Abraham,  being  fully  assured  that  what  the  Lord  had  pro- 
mised He  was  also  able  to  perform,  this  strengthened  Hiis  faith  in 
the  Lord  ;  and  thus  he  said,  "  I  will  not  let  thee  go  except  thou  bless 
me."  Thus  he^ad  power  with  God  and  with  njian  and  prevailed; 
and  as  we  walk  m  the  steps  of  that  faith  we  also  encourage  ourselves 
in  the  Lord. 

I  do  assure  thee,  beloved  of  the  Lord,  that  iff  look  at  the  things 
which  are  seen  they  are  increasing  in  density,  weight,  and  crooked- 
ness ;  but  if  I  look  at  things  that  are  not  seen,  all  is  lights  right,  and 
straight ;  and  because  of  tms,^  I  would  willingly  give  up  all  sight  and 
sense  feelings,  with  creature  thoughts,  desires,  and  comforts,  to  have 
every  faculty  of  the  new  heart  and  spiritual  mind  taken  up  with 
Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  having  realized  the  truth  of  the  words  of  the 
Spirit,  and  so  live  and  walk  in  the  Spirit ;  *'  Whosoever  shall  con- 
fess that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  God  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in 
God."  This  stands  in  unbroken  conjunction  with  the  great  mystery 
of  Godliness,  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh ;  and  as  believers  in  the 
Son  of  God,  how  blessed  to  have  the  conscience  purged  by  His 
blood,  and  so  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chiist  hath  made 
us  free,  holding  the  mystery  of  the  raith  in  a  pure  conscience ;  and 
in  the  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  say, 
"  Truly  our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ."  This  is  wonderful  and  most  blessed,  as  the  word  fellow- 
ship signifies  partnership.  You  can  ponder  this  over:  I  cannot 
step  over  the  threshold  of  the  profound  truth,  nor  is  it  explainable. 


CHRIST    ALONE   BXALTED.  1809 

but  it  18  a  truth  to  be  believed^  and  Ured  in,  inasmuch  as  we  belong 
to  Christ,  and  are  the  travail  of  His  soul,  the  purchased  by  His 
blood,  and  ^aved  in  Himself  with  an  eternal  salvation.  We  are  also 
the  blessed,  chosen,  and  accepted  in  God  the  Father,  and 
bom  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  this,  it  being  demon- 
strated in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit  and  power,  we  understand  without 
doubting,  that  if  children,  then  heirs ;  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs 
with  Christ :  and  conjoined  to  these  we  are  beyond  time,  sin,  death, 
and  the  black  arts  of  l^atan.  Our  untouchable  life^blessings  are 
thus  set  before  us;  and  our  lower  house  valley  of  Achor  mercies; 
that  is,  if  we  suffer  with  Him  (Christ),  we  shall  also  be  glorified  to- 
gether. We  are  not  only  called  to  believe  on  Him,  but  to  suiFer 
lor  His  sake :  and  in  heart  feeling,  as  the  Lord's  witnesses,  we  say, 
*'Who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ?  shall  tribulation? 
n^y ;  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  Him 
that  loved  us/' 

My  sister,  I  have  run  on  thus  far  without  restraint,  though  con- 
strained thereunto ;  but  love's  constraints  produce  holy  fireedom,  if 
even  driven  to  our  wit's  end,  and  then  cry  unto  the  Lord,  and  He 
delivereth  us  out  of  our  distresses.  We  have  not  one  thing"  abiding 
but  what  is  in  love,  by  love,  from  love,  and  through  love :  and 
blessed  be  the  Lord  our  God,  all  that  is  passing,  and  we  passing 
through,  is  because  of  love.  Then  let  us  sing,  <*  Unto  Him  that 
loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  hath 
made  us  kin^  and  priests  unto  God !" 

And  now  1  thank  the  Gleaner  for  the  handfuls  of  purpose  she 
hath  come  to  me  with  ;  yea,  even  her  lap  full ;  and  I  will  with 
her  bless  and  praise  Him  that  hath  married  Ruth,  to  raise  up  the 
name  of  the  dead  upon  His  own  inheritance,  and  so  build  up  His 
Father's  house ;  and  He  hath  not  left  off  His  kindness  to  the  living, 
nor  to  the  dead.  With  all  my  heart  and  soul  I  do  declare  that  He 
is  a  fnend  that  loveth  at  all  times ;  and  He  loved  us,  and  gave 
Himself  for  us  an  offering  and  a  sacrifice  to  God  for  a  sweet-smelling 
savour;  and  God  our  Father  saith,  ""^  I  will  accept  you  with  your 
sweet  savour;"  and  also,  "they  shall  come  up  with  acceptance 
upon  my  altar,  and  I  will  glori^  the  house  of  my  glory;"  and  the 
God  of  all  grace  hath  called  us  unto  His  eternal  glory,  and  praises 
to  the  God  of  Israel,  we  cannot  go  back  from  this  blessed 
position ;  for  the  Lord  hath  also  placed  salvation  in  Zion  for  Israel 
His  glory.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul:  the  good-will  of  the 
dwellers  m  the  bush  came  with  yours,  and  I  was  refreshed :  the 
contents  are  savoury  meat,  such  as  my  soul  loveth.  Let  not  my 
xerydear  Ruth  think  more  highly  of  me  than  I  really  am;  that  is, 
as  empty,  weak,  helpless,  and  as  ignorant  as  a  new-born  babe  can 
be,  yet  l  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word,  that  I  may  grow 
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thereby  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  I  hope  all  scruples  will  cease,  and  selfishness  expire, 
and  we  being  in  Christ  but  one,  let  us,  as  such,  be  ever  ready  to 
say,  "  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord ;  for  He  is  good ;  for  His  mercy 
endureth  forever  :"  and,  **  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my 
Rock,  and  let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  exalted." 

This  comes  in  love,  to  greet  you  in  love's  embrace,  and  with 
favour  encompassed  as  with  a  shield  :  and  it  is  very  blessed  also 
that  no  man  ever  yet  hated  his  own  flesh,  but  nourisheth  and 
cherisheth  it,  even  as  the  Lord  the  Church.  I  am  longing  to  see 
Him,  and  that  for  His  own  sake,  and  the  way  to  it  is  through  much 
tribulation ;  and  know  and  believe  that  what  is  written  in  the  138th 
and  142nd  Psalms  is  true.  I  expect  you  are  like  me  desiring  to 
depart  to  be  with  Christ  which  is  far  better.  All  is  a  blank  that 
is  short  of  Him,  and  I  cannot  in  any  way  or  manner  live  comfort- 
able or  peaceable  with  myself;  and  thousands  of  worlds  and  heavens 
will  not  satisfy  me ;  no,  nothing  but  Jesus  only.  Him  whom  my 
soul  loveth  :  and  I  am  not  desirable  or  fit  for  any  one  but  Himself, 
and  we  live  in  pure  love,  friendship,  and  peace  with  each  other. 
Give  my  love  to  dear  Mary,  and  say  if  the  Lord  takes  away  her 
mother.  Himself  is  her  everlasting  Father  and  unchanging  Husband, 
and  it  shall  be  well  with  her.  My  love  to  the  few  sheep  and  to  my 
own  dear  Ruth. 

Yours  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  Triggs. 


Seventy-sixtk  Letter. 

THE  GLEANER  TO  THE  REAPER. 

Dearly  beloved  in  Jesus,— Once  more  in  the  wilderness  we 
meet  in  spirit  to  "  bless  the  Saviour's  name,"  and  say  **  He  hath 
done  all  things  well,"  for  though  we  be  in  the  the  house  of  affliction, 
"  He  hath  not  left  us  destitute  of  His  mercy  and  His  truth.'*  There  is 
a  blessing  in  it,  and  a  blessing  with  it ;  for  Jesus  is  there.  Disease 
is  but  His  messenger  to  shake  the  walls  of  our  tabernacle,  and  that 
other  messenger  who  has  been  bereft  of  his  sting  will  follow  to  take 
them  down.  These  servants  of  the  King  bear  ho  unfriendly  aspect 
towards  us ;  they  are  like  the  waters  of  Jericho  healed  of  the  curse, 
and  whatever  the  flesh  suffers,  divine  love  is  the  cordial  in  it  all; 
and  the  whole  process  is  managed  by  love.  Love  is  still  working 
and  overruling  the  whole,  to  bring  us  from  the  lower  to  the  higher 
house,  where  such  sort  of  blessings  will  be  needed  no  more ;  though 


.  J 
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there  we  shall  be  learners  still  into  the  beauties,  glories,  and  love 
of  our  precious  Immanuel,  which  will  be  ever  new. 

I  felt  much  sympathy  on  reading  of  your  affiction,  though  I 
know  these  are  the  ste})ping8  towards  home.     Very  precious  com- 
munion have  we  found  in  Jesus  and  with  Jesus,  and  often  has  our 
heart  burned  with  His  love  while  He  talked  to  us  by  the  way,  and 
opened  in  the  scriptures  the  things  concerning  Himself;   so  that 
time  and  the  troubles  have  been  all  forgot.     He  has  been  the  sub- 
stance  of  our  feast,  the  spice  and  sweetness  of  our  communications, 
aud  now  that  we  have  each  received  notice   to  quit  these  clay- 
tenements,  we  want  no  other  subject  than  *•  Jesus  only  ;"  and  which 
ever  shall  see  Him  first,  it  will  be  precious  to  think  of  the  liberated 
spirit  **  present  with  the  Lord."     I  have  often  heard  you  say  there 
can  be  no  separation  to  the  members  of  Christ,  and  I  believe  the 
more  we  are  brought  to  walk  in  Him,  the  more  we  realize  it,  be- 
cause we  do  not  judge  by  the  rule  of  flesh  and  blood,  but  as  quick- 
ened together  with  Him,  and  raised  up  together,  and  made  to  sit 
in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus  who  is  our  one  life,  and  we  in 
union  to  Him,  in  whom  we  are  knit  together  in  love,  and  as  one 
body  fitly  joined  and  compacted  together,  so  that  there  is  no  schism 
or  division  whether  we  be  above  or  below.      I  am  much  enjoying 
Eph.  ii.  1-6,  in  connection  with  five  last  verses  of  chap.  i.     It  is  so 
blessed — quickened  by  the  same  great  power  which  raised  Christ 
from  the  dead,  and  into  the  very  same  glorious  life  which  He  lives: 
"  because  I  live  ye  shall  live  also."     He  has  fulfilled  the  law  in  its 
commands  and  penalty,  and   now  lives  above  it,  crowned  'with 
glory  and  honour ;  and  **  as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world ;"  though, 
alas  I  I  only  feebly  apprehend  it.     '^  Lord,  increase  my  faith ;"  for 
though,  as  you  say,  faith  is  not  the  foundation  of  our  acceptance 
and  blessedness,  yet  surely  it  isiby  faith  we  have  experimental  en- 
trance into  these  things  in  and  by  Christ  Jesus.      "  By  whom  we 
have  access  by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  we  stand,  and  rejoice  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  God."     I  am  wont  to  think  the  low  state  of  the 
living  Church  in  this  day  arises  much  fi-om  walking  and  judging  so 
much  by  sense  and  sight,  so  little  by  faith.     Perhaps  you  will  think 
me  wrong;  but  there  is  an  all-fulness  treasured  up  in  our  precious 
Jesus  just  suited  to  our  every  need,  and  it  looks  to  me  that  [as  we 
live  believing  in  Him,  we  cannot  live  always  complaining,  but  do 
receive  of  that  fulness,  and  praise  His  name :  and  though  I  know 
living  faith  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  creature,  yet  I  cannot  charge 
my  unbelieving  questionings  and  carnal  reasonings  upon  the  Lord, 
but  cry  unto  Him  against  them  as  Esther  did  against  Haman.     To 
the  dear  Author  and  Finisher  and  Oject  of  faith  do  I  cry,  that  He 
^ould  bring  down  all  vain  imaginations,  and  reasonings,  and  every 
bigh  thought  that  exalts  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
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bring  into  cwtivity.  eyery  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ,  that  I 
may  know  Him.  Oh  !  1  do  see  so  plain  how  the  enemy  6triye»  to 
get  one  taken  up  with  something  else — anything  but  Jesus;  but 
my  heart  says,  nothing  but  Jesus ;  and  of  Him  the  blessed  Spirit 
does  testify  to  the  rejoicing  of  my  soul  in  the  midst  of  bodily  weak- 
ness and  wilderness  tribulation,  which  I  suppose  will  continue  unto 
the  end ;  but  our  dear  Lord  says,  **  These  things  say  I  unto  you, 
that  in  me  ye  may  have  peace."  I  am  much  longing  to  grow  in  the 
knowledge  of  Him,  counting  all  things  loss  for  His  sake* 

You  well  know  how  I  have  stood  out  about  the  Gospel  Mag- 
azine. The  Lord  has  been  strangely  breaking  me  down  in  that 
matter,  through  a  letter  which  a  dear  friend  gave  me  to  send.  I 
wrote  with  it  one  to  Mr.  Doudney  to  be  private,  but  he  put  that 
in  also,  and  wrote  me  a  note  of  kind  reproof,  which  the  Lord  made 
to  take  deep  hold,  and  also  caused  me  to  receive  several  requests 
from  unknown  persons  on  the  same  subject.  It  seems  strange  for 
such  a  poor  simple  worm  to  be  thus  called  forth ;  "  but  He  giveth 
none  account  of  His  matters."  None  but  Himself  could  have  made 
me  do  that  which  is  still  most  contrary  to  my  own  feelings,  and 
often  causes  much  fear  and  trembling ;  but  I  dare  no  longer  with- 
hold, though  no  doubt  many  will  find  fault  with  my  poor  scribblings ; 
but  if  a  precious  Jesus  may  be  thereby  exalted,  I  shall  be  glad. 
Yes,  indeed,  however  low  1  ma^?  be  laid.  You  know  if  1  write,  it 
must  be  of  Him,  and  more  about  the  beating  of  His  heart,  and 
sounding  of  His  bowels,  than  mine  or  any  creature.  Oh !  may 
some  heart  be  caused  to  bum  while  He  is  set  forth  ii;i  feeble  strains 
as  the  chiefest  of  all  ten  thousands,  and  the  altogether  lovely* 
Have  been  by  His  power  made  to  feel  grieved  and  ashamed  at  my 
holding  back ;  but  while  I  smite  myself,  He  is  all  tenderness  and 
loving  compassion.  He  knows  whereof  I  be  made,  and  upbraideth 
not;  but  yet  lets  me  know  His  will  by  the  testimony  of  His  Word 
in  my  heart,  and  that  will  be  as  a  fire  burning  its  way  through  all 
the  opposition  of  the  flesh.  Oh  I  may  the  Lord  in  all  these  things 
be  glorified.  When  He  speaks,  it  is  done ;  He  commands,  and  it 
stands  fast,  notwithstanding  all  creature  fluctuations  and  changes* 

It  was  most  kind  of  you  to  write  to  me  in  such  weakness.  I 
was  much  wondering  about  you.  How  I  enjoy  that  rich  truth  in 
your  letter,  "  He  drank  a  saving  health][to  all  His  people  when  He 
wrung  out  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembling."  May  I  realize  it 
more  and  more.  The  complaint  you  speak  of  in  your  body  is  one 
which  I  believe  is  seldom  cured;  but  with  Jehovah  Rophi  all 
things  are  possible ;  and  if  you  have  more  work  to  do  in  His  house, 
you  must  abide,  though  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ  will  be  far 
better.  I  shall  much  like  to  know  how  you  go  on.  Dear  Mary  is 
still  in  Weakness ;  she  and  Miss  Chambers  send  their  love  to  you. 
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Excuse  this  poor  line  of  remembrance.  The  Lord  ever  sustain, 
refresh,  and  comfort  you.  O  what  refreshing  to  the  new  man 
comes  with  every  new  unfolding  of  Jesus  by  the  Spirit  in  the 
scriptures,  and  they  are  full  of  Him.  All  glory  to  His  name,  I  get 
enough  to  long  for  more,  and  to  find  how  httle  I  yet  know  and 
apprehend. 

With  love  to  both  yourself  and  dear  Mrs.  T., 
I  remain  in  our  adorable  Lord,  ever  yours  affectionately, 

Ruth. 


A     SERMON. 
The  Fourteenth* 
Preached  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Triggs. 

"  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  hath  made 
UB  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father,  to  Him  be  glory,  and  dominion,  for  erer  and 
ever.     Amen. " — Rbv.  i.  6,  6. 

**  Unto  Him  that  loved  us."  Not-  "  that  may  love  us ;"  not — 
*«  that  shall ;"  not—  "  that  will ;"  no,  but— <*  unto  Him  that  loved 
US.**  Can  you  enter  into  the  blessedness  of  this  expression  to-night  ? 
I  hope  it  is  more  than  letter  to  us ;  I  hope  it  is  more  than  fallible  . 
words  to  us.  I  do  believe  in  my  soul  there  are  some  here  to-night 
that  have  been  sweetly  made  acquainted  with  its  importance  :  and 
that  amidst  all  that  may  be  goins  on,  within  or  without,  the  devil 
cannot  keep  us  from  saying — "  IJnto  Him  that  loved  us  r*  There 
is  nothing  that  can  keep  me  from  it,  '*  Ah  !'*  say  you,  "  do  not 
talk  so  high."  God  is  my  witness  to  the  truth :  and  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  when  (jrod  settles  you,  in  the  truth  of  His  love  to 
you,  neither  hell,  men,  nor  devils  can  draw  the  secret  out  of  your 
heart.  While  the  Lord's  children  are  going  on  like  Abraham, 
with  their  **  Peradventures,"  as  soon  as  the  Lord  "  leaves  oflF  com- 
muning with  them,"  they  "  return  to  their  place ;"  but  when  God 
settles  His  people  in  eternals,  they  live  in  eternals,  they  live  by 
eternals,  they  are  fixed  in  eternals,  they  are  established  in  eternals, 
and  you  tray  as  well  attempt  to  change  Jesus  Christ  as  to  beat  that 
poor  sinner  out  of  his  experience. 

But  it  is  not  only — "  Unto  Him  that  loved  us ;"  but — "  washed 
us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood."  Now  do  you  understand  this  ? 
Have  you  ever  felt  the  Divine  properties  of  the  expression,  in  your 
own  soul's  experience,  in  its  blessedness  ?     Be  a  little  close  upon 
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this  point.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  flying,  showy  religion  in  our 
day ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  religion  in  talk  ;  I  love  a  feeling  re- 
ligion ;  and  that  is  a  secret  between  God  and  my  soul.  Therefore 
we  will  just  pause  a  moment  longer.  If  the  Lord  the  eternal  Spirit 
has  brought  you  and  me  into  the  experience  of  this,  we  have  it  in 
all  its  latitude ;  it  is  ours  in  all  its  ramifications ;  and  what  is  it  ? 
Why,  that  Jesus  Christ  "  hath  washed  us  from  our  sins."  Now 
what  is  the  glorious  mercy  ?  I  not  only  experience  the  truth  in 
my  heart,  but  the  dear  effects  of  that  truth  in  my  heart  absolutely 
bring  me  into  peace  and  communion  with  God.  What  is  another 
dear  mercy  ?  As  I  am  led  to  believe  and  receive  that  Jesus  Christ 
**  hath  washed  me  from  my  sins,"  I  and  my  sins  are  eternally 
separated :  nor  will  there  be  a  conjunction  between  me  and  my  sins 
any  more  to  all  eternity.  These  are  solid,  lasting,  eternal  verities. 
And  if  the  Lord  is  pleased  sweetly  to  open  these  simple  truths  to 
your  heart  and  mine,  there  is  another  mercy ;  and  what  is  it  ?  It 
will  not  only  "  make  sovereign  mercy  dear  to  me,"  but — 

« JesuflallinaU." 

Nor  must  we  stop  here.  "  Well,  what  more  ?"  The  Lord  keep 
you  and  me  walking  in  humility  of  mind  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord: 
the  Lord  keep  us  in  simple  dependence  upon  Him,  and  the  Lord 
enable  us  to  go  to  Him  day  by  day  in  fi-eedom  of  spirit,  to  ask  for 
those  things  our  covenant  God  hath  promised. 

Here  it  is  that  people  in  general  are  mistaken.  "  Oh  !  say  some 
of  our  religious  folks,  (I  have  not  been  so  long  in  what  is  called 
the  religious  world  without  hearing  some  of  their  gibberish,) — '*  if 
you  believe  that  all  is  so  settled  and  all  so  sure,  what  need  is  there 
of  prayer?"  Do  my  children  come  to  me  to  make  me  their  father, 
or  to  ask  me  to  become  their  father?  No,  surely  not.  Why  do 
they  come  to  me  as  their  father?  Because  they  feel  a  want,  and 
they  think  their  father  can  supply  it.  Why  do  you  and  I  go  to  a 
throne  of  grace?  Because  we  want  blessings,  which  we  believe 
will  be  granted  upon  the  ground  of  dear  relationship.  Saith  the 
Lord — "  Put  me  in  remembrance ;"  not  that  the  Lord  can  ever  for- 
get, *  "  Let  us  then  plead  together ;  declare  thou,  that  thou  mayest 
be  justified,"  "Declare  "what?  What  Christ  hath  done,  what 
Christ  hath  suffered,  and  how  Jesus  by  His  resurrection  hath  justified 
from  all  things,  or  that  we  are  enabled  to  go  to  "  His  Father,  and 
our  Father,"  with  His  love  shed  abroad  in  our  heart,  to  put  Him 
in  remembrance  of  His  promises.  And  I  found  it  very  sweet  to- 
day, quickened  by  one  sweet  promise,  to  plead  it  on  the  ground  of 
dear  relationship.  What  was  it  ?  "  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of 
trouble."  "  Wiiy,"  said  my  soul,  "  O  Lord,  that  is  just  it;  I  am 
'  in  the  day  of  trouble.' "    But  is  that  all '      No ;    "  I  will  deliver 
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thee ;"  what  more  ?  "  and  thou  shalt  glorify  me."  Did  I  go  to 
Him  to  make  Him  my  Father,  or  to  ask  Him  to  become  my  Father  ? 
No ;  bless  Him,  I  went  to  Him  because  He  was  my  Father,  and  I 
knew  I  was  His  child  And  here  is  the  blessedness  of  real  ex- 
perience, because  it  raises  us  out  of  self,  sin  and  misery,  and  brings 
us  into  **  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God^" 

But  we  will  have  a  word  or  two  more  here,  beloved  of  the  Lord. 
"  Washed  us  from  our  sins/*  Here  you  and  I  discover,  (that  is,  it 
we  have  the  life  of  God  and  the  testimony  of  God  in  our  hearts,) 
— here  you  and  I  discover,  or  rather  the  Holy  Ghost  develops 
unto  us,  how  Jesus  Christ  "  hath  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of 
Himself."  **  But,"  some  will  say,  "  are  you  not  troubling  yourself 
about  your  sins  ?"  Oh !  no.  "  Why,  then  you  must  be  what  they 
call  you — an  Antinomian."  I  do  not  care  what  they  call  me ;  I 
know  what  hath  been  dear  to  my  soul — what  brother  Paul  said 
when  he  sent  back  the  run-away  Onesimus  to  his  master,  •'  If  he 
oweth  thee  aught,  put  that  on  mine  account."  And  I  want  you 
to  do  so ;  if  there  is  any  account,  any  charge,  any  bill  filed  against 

{ou,  put  it  to  His  own  account,  who  is  our  Surety,  and  saith,  *'  If 
bring  him  not  unto  Thee,  then  let  me  bear  the  blame  for  ever." 
I  want,  if  it  is  the  Lord's  gracious  will,  that  you  and  I  may  be 
brought  more  simply  to  live  Christ,  walk  by  faith,  and  know  Jesus 
and  the  preciousness  of  God's  Christ,  His  salvation,  His  finished 
work.  His  blood  and  righteousness,  and  then  to  understand  (as  the 
Holy  Ghost  leads  us  on)  what  it  is  to  stand  clearly  justified  before 
God,  and  have  "no  condemnation"  by  being  m  Christ  Jesus. 
Now  no  doubt  there  are  many  poor  sinners  here  to-night,  that 
know  what  it  is  to  have  an  intensity  of  desire  after  a  knowledge 
of  these  mercies,  "  Oh  I  yes."  Can  you  sit  down  contented 
without  it  ?  Can  you  rest  satisfied  without  these  glorious  truths 
being  realized  in  your  heart  ?  "  No,  certainly  not."  Then  there 
is  the  standard ;  and  the  mercy  is  this — 

"  None  but  Jesus 
Can  do  helpless  sinners  good/^' 

And  a  word  more  here :  we  live  free  fi-om  sin ;  that  is,  as  we  live 
in  Christ,  and  are  united  to  Christ,  "  bone  of  His  bone  and  flesh  of 
His  flesh,"  and  (as  Paul  says)  "joined  to  the  Lord  and  one  Spirit ;" 
and  sin  can  no  more  reign  over  me,  than  it  can  over  my  glorious 
Surety.  There  was  a  time,  beloved,  when  I  should  not  have  liked 
such  an  assertion,  and  1  should  have  thought  the  speaker  was 
mad.  And  I  do  not  wonder  at  it ;  because  before  a_poor  sinner  is 
brought  into  the  blessedness  of  this  mercy,  he  is  always  looking^  to 
his  own  state,  and  his  own  deserving,  and  drawing  his  conclusion 
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from  that  But  only  let  the  Lord  the  Spirit  open  the  glory  of  the 
person,  the  blood,  the  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  self 
flies,  death  vani^es,  sin  is  reigned  down,  and  the  Lord  alone  is 
exalted. 

"  Washed  us  from  our  sins."      Now,  you  will  observe,  not  only 
is  there  an  eternal  separation  between  us  and  our  sins  (as  the  re- 
deemed of  the  Lord),  but  this  is  what  the  Lord  saith  to  us  on  this 
very  dear  subject  in  that  precious  chapter,  the  forty-third  of  Isaiah, 
and  a  most  glorious  subject  it  is  to  understand.     He  expostulates 
with  us,  and  tells  you  and  me  how  we  have  "  made  Him  to  serve 
with  our  sins  and  wearied  Him  with  our  iniquities  ** — (look  at  it, 
poor  sinner :  the  Lord  never  tells  us  He  hath  been  wearied  of  us, 
but  we  have  been  weary  of  Him,  and  have  wearied  Him  with  our 
iniquities) ;  yet,  saith  He,  "  I,  even  I,  am  He,  that  b?otteth  out  thy 
transgressions  for  mine  own  sake/'      Eternal  praises  to  His  most 
glorious  name  I     But  doth  He  stop  there  ?     No,     What  doth  He 
say  more  ?     *'  And  1  will  not  remember  thy  sins."      Now  just  go 
into  the  eighth  of  Hebrews,  and  hear  how  sweetly  the  HoIy  Ghost 
brings  before  the  Church  the  statement  (with  a  little  variation)  from 
the  thirty-first  of  Jeremiah,  where  the  Lord  says,  "  I  will  forgive 
their  iniquity,  and  I  will  remember  their  sin  no  more."      So  that, 
you  see,  there  is  an  utter  impossibility  according  to  God's  testimony ; 
and  may  He  preach  it  fully  into  your  heart  and  mine,  that  He  can- 
not— will  not — must  not — remember  our  sins  any  more.      Why  ? 
Because  He  remembered  them  once;    and  if  you  look  into  the 
ninety-ninth  Psalm,  you  have  an  account  how  the  Lord  remembered 
them,  and  the  consequence  in  connection  ;    saith  the  Holy  Ghost, 
"  Thou  wast  a  God  that  forgave th  them,  though  thou  tookest  ven- 
geance of  their  inventions."     Now  where  were  your  "inventions" 
and  mine  laid?  Only  look  into  the  fifty-third  of  Isaiah:  **The  Lord 
laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all."     And  what  do  you  read  in  the 
second  chapter  of   reter's  first  epistle,  the  twenty-fourth  verse  ? 
"  Who  His  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree.** 
Then  just  look  into  the  fifth  chapter  of  the  second  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  the  twenty-first  verse,  and  what  do  you  read  there  ? 
"  He  hath  made  Him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we 
might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in   Him."     Now  this  is 
something  more  than  a  transfer;   it  is  a  complete  putting  away. 
And  you  know  the  Holy  Ghost  plainly  tells  us,  "  There  remaineth 
no  more  sacrifice  for  sin ;"  why?  just  look  into  the  ninth  of  the 
Hebrews :  "  Once  in  the  end  of  the  world  hath  He  appeared  to  put 
away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself/' 

(To  be  continued.) 
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THE  WAY  HE  HATH  LED  ME. 

{Continued  from  page  200)^ 

How  many  times  it  has  appeared  utterly  impossible  to  continue  the 
"  Witness,"  but  the  Lord  has  ever  appeared  just  soon  enough  to 
keep  it  going.  Two  special  instances  I  will  here  name,  though  I 
might  enumerate  many.  I  wanted  six  pounds  (£6)  in  order  to 
meet  a  payment  in  connection  with  it,  but  knew  not  where  to  look 
for  it,  and  could  not  see  how  it  was  possible  to  procure  it  Day 
after  day  I  begged  of  the  Lord  to  appear,  and  send  it  in  His  own 
way,  reminding  His  blessed  Majesty  that  the  gold  and  silver  were 
His,  and  all  men's  hearts  in  His  hands.  I  have  told  the  Lord  this 
story  hundreds  of  times,  and  He  has  neyer  been  offended  at  it ;  but 
hj^s  always  sent  both  gold  and  silver  according  to  my  need.  Where, 
however,  this  six  pounds  was  to  come  from  I  could  not  tell ;  but 
the  Lord  sent  it  in  a  P.  O.  O.  just  at  the  nick  of  time.  It  was  a 
voluntan^  donation  from  a  friend  at  Oxford,  who  was  little  aware  of 
how  well  it  fitted.  Had  he  heard  me  begging  of  the  Lord  for  that 
identical  sum  he  could  not  have  done  it  better.  It  was  the  very 
amount  I  wanted,  and  the  Lord  knew  it  and  inclined  His  child  to 
send  it.  No  doubt  my  readers  are  surprised  that  so  great  a  sum 
should  be  voluntarily  given  by  a  friend  without  any  application 
being  made ;  but  I  can  assure  them  that  it  was  so :  and  the  person 
who  so  kindly  sent  it  is  in  anything  but  affluent  circumstances. 
The  fact  is,  he  and  his  partner  in  life  love  God's  truth,  and  do  all 
that  in  them  lie  to  support  it.     They  need  neither  whip  nor  spur, 
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but  feel  it  a  pleasure  to  contribute  to  the  necessity  of  our  publi- 
cation.    The  Lord  reward  them  a  thousand  fold. 

The  other  instance  referred  to  I  will  now  relate.  The  very  next 
quarter  I  needed  the  same  amount  within  a  few  shillings,  but  knew 
not  how  I  should  get  it,  and  although  the  Lord  had  appeared  in  an 
un-thought-of  way  the  preceding  quarter,  1  was  tempted  to  believe 
that  He  would  not  appear  again.  However,  to  the  confusion  of  Satan 
and  my  unbelief,  the  Lord  sent  me  the  amount  from  Australia, 
Pages  could  I  here  write  of  the  struggles  and  difficulties  connected 
with  our  periodical,  but  I  forbear.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  Lord  has, 
in  mysterious  ways,  brought  it  on  to  the  present  time ;  and  may  He, 
if  His  blessed  pleasure,  continue  it  for  His  Church  down  to  the 
end  of  time.  To  Him  1  look,  on  Him  1  lean,  in  Him  I  trust ;  and 
to  each  reader  I  say.  If  the  Lord  blesses  the  "  Witness  "  to  your 
soul,  give  Him  the  glory  due  unto  His  name,  and  beg  of  His 
sacred  Majesty  to  keep  the  Editor  and  all  contributors  at  Hi^  dear 
feet. 

"  'Tis  joy  enough,  my  all  in  all. 

At  thy  dear  feet  to  lie : 
Thou  wilt  not  let  me  lower  fall, 

And  none  can  higher  fly.** 

It  was  the  generally  received  opinion  at  "  Beulah  "  that  I  had  by 
my  marriage  much  bettered  my  position.  Rumour  said  that  the 
person  to  whom  I  was  united  was  what  is  commonly  termed  "  well- 
off;"  and  this  was  assigned  as  the  reason  of  my  never  troubling  the 
people  about  money  matters.  We  only  had  collections  four  times 
a  year,  and  the  people  were  never  urged  upon  to  be  liberal  to  the 
cause.  This  seemed  to  confirm  the  rumour  that  the  young  minister 
was  well  to  do  in  life.  Once  or  twice  I  told  the  people  from  the 
pulpit  that  it  was  generally  understood  that  1  was  rich,  and  so  I 
was,  and  could  sing  with  Toplady, 

'*  I'm  rich  to  all  the  intents  of  hliss^ 
Since  thou,  0  God,  art  mine." 

I  therefore  never  told  them  that  the  report  was  unfounded,  which 
went  far  to  convince  them  that  1  stood  in  no  need  of  pecuniary 
assistance.  This  quite  pleased  some  who  loved  their  money  more 
than  the  gospel ;  but  others  did  not  slacken  their  hand  however  well 
off  their  minister  might  be.  Many  of  my  friends  urged  upon  me 
the  necessity  of  telling  the  people  plainly  that  1  was  wholly  depend- 
ant upon  their  contributions  for  my  support.  But,  no ;  I  could 
not  feel  it  in  my  heart  to  beg,  1  well  knew  that  the  Lord  was 
aware  of  my  position,  and  that  He  would  supply  my  need  according 
to  the  Word  that  He  had  graciously  given  me.  It  was  also  clear  to 
my  mind  that  those  who  received  the  truth  in  the  power  of  it  would 
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do  all  that  in  them  lied  to  support  it :  and  I  have  generally  foand 
that  the  greatest  talkers  are  the  smallest  doers  in  more  things  than 
one.  Nothing  would  have  delighted  me  more  than  to  have  been 
in  a  position  to  preach  the  truths  without  fee  or  reward ;  but  I  am 
fully  convinced,  from  hundreds  of  proofe,  that  it  is  the  Lord's 
pleasure  that  I  should  live  of  the  gospel  both  providentially  and 
spiritually ;  and  if  it  be  His  good  will  and  pleasure  so  to  keep  me, 
"who  art  thou,  O  man,  that  repliest  against  God?"  Hundreds  of 
times  the  Lord  has  tried  me  severely  in  His  providential  dealingH, 
but  He  has  never  failed  to  supply  all  my  need ;  and  to  His  honor 
1  will  record  it.  He  never  allowed  me  to  go  to  the  creature  for 
assistance.  Many  a  time  when  living  in  Town  I  have  been  so  cir- 
cumstanced that  1  have  known  not  what  to  do  in  order  to  struggle 
oir  and  pay  my  way ;  but,  bless  the  dear  name  of  my  never-failing 
Friend,  He  has  never  deserted  mo  in  the  hour  of  my  need. 
What  the  poet  says  I  can  heartily  subscribe  to  the  truthful- 
ness of: 

"  When  trouble,  like  a  gloomy  cloud* 
Has  gather'd  thick  and  thundered  loud. 
He  near  my  soul  has  always  stood, 
His  lovingkindnessj  0  how  good  !  " 

The  rent  of  my  first  house  was  twenty-five  pounds  per  annum,  and 
the  taxes  about  six.  On  more  than  one  occasion  the  rent  day  has. 
found  me  without  as  many  shillings  as  it  required  pounds  to  pay  it 
with.  I  well  remember  one  rent  day  being  without  a  shilling  to- 
ward it,  and  I  thought  I  would  call,  on  my  way  into  the  city,  upon 
vay  fi-iend  Weston,  and  ask  him  to  lend  the  amount.  But  no,  the 
Lord  would  not  allow  me  to  go  to  the  creature.  Then,  I  thought, 
I  would  ask  my  brother  when  1  reached  his  office.  Here  I  failed 
again,  and  could  not  ask ;  and  each  time  that  I  thought  of  borrow- 
ing, I  felt  an  inward  reproof.  It  was  as  though  something  would 
say,  «  The  Lord  knows  that  you  want  the  money  to  pay  your  rent : 
you  have  begged  of  Him  again  and  again  to  kindly  send  it,  and  you 
have  felt  sure  in  your  mind  that  He  would,  and  yet  you  want  to 
go  to  the  creature  for  it."  This  was  enough,  and  1  was  deter- 
mined to  wait  only  on  the  Lord  for  the  desired  amount ;  and,  bless 
His  dear  name,  He  sent  it  to  my  house  that  very  evening  without 
my  naming  it  to  a  creature.  How  sweet  it  is  to  live  only  upon 
the  Lord  I  No  matter  how  trying  our  position,  the  Lord  knows 
more  about  it  than  we  do,  and  in  His  own  time  will  appear  to  honor 
that  faith  which  He  gives  to  honor  Him.  Well  aware  am  I  that 
many  of  the  Lord's  children  run  to  the  creature,  as  soon  as  ever  they 
are  in  difficulties,  and  when  they  g6t  the  needed  help  from  them, 
the  Lord's  hand  is  not  seen  arid  His  goodness  is  not  acknowledged ; 
but  sometimes  they  meet  with  disappointment  wherever  they  may 
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apply,  and,  as  a  last  resource,  apply  to  the  Lord.  Perhaps  He 
keeps  them  waiting  a  little  while  in  order  to  try  them  to  the  quick, 
but  in  His  own  good  time  He  graciously  appears,  and  proves  to 
them  that 

**  Whenever  His  children  hare  need. 
His  goodness  will  find  out  a  way.'* 

It  is  perfectly  natural  for  us  to  look  to  the  creature  for  aid,  and  this 
we  should  at  all  times  do  in  temporal  matters  were  it  not  that  the 
Lord  was  pleased  to  teach  us,  by  terrible  things  in  righteousness, 
that  "the  best  of  them  is  a  bri^,  and  the  most  upright  sharper  than 
a  thorn  hedge."  He  is  continually  telling  us  in 'His  providential 
leadings  and  dealings,  '*  This  is  not  your  rest,  it  is  polluted ;"  but 
**  Rest  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  Him."  ^  *'  Trust  in  the 
Lord  for  ever ;  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength.'* 
It  is  then  we  can  sing  in  holy  triumph,  "  God  is  our  refuge  and 
strength,  a  very  present  help  in  trouble."  The  Lord's  poor  and 
tried  children  nave  no  need  to  envy  the  rich  and  affluent  their 
position  in  life*  If  they  thoroughly  knew  their  condition  they  would 
not  It  is  one  of  the  rarest  things  to  meet  with  a  living  soul  among 
those  who  possess  much  of  this  world's  goods.  The  Lord  gives  them 
jtheir  portion  in  this  life,  and  a  sorry  portion  it  is.  Envy  them  not, 
child  of  God;  for  although  poverty  is  no  proof  of  sonship,  yet  rhree 
nines  out  of  eveiy  thousand  of  God's  children  are  poor,  and  most 
of  them  extremely  so.  I  have  come  in  contact  with  many  pro- 
fessors of  truth  who  are  well  to  do  in  the  world,  but  have  never 
had  the  least  cause  to  envy  them,  nor  the  slightest  wish  to  change 
places  vnth  them.  Goa  Himself  in  our  nature  became  poorer 
than  any  of  His  poor  brethren ;  for,  said  His  gracious  Majesty, 
"The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests; 
but  the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  His  head :"  and 
when  He  wished,  to  avoid  offence,  to  pay  tribute,  He  had  not 
wherewith  to  meet  the  payment  Indeed  that  blessed  portion  is 
true  in  more  senses  than  one :  "  He  that  was  rich  for  our  sakes  be- 
came poor,  that  we,  through  His  poverty,  might  be  made  rich."  It 
was  our  blessed  Jesus,  that  friend  who  loveth  at  all  times,  who 
*^made  Himself  of  no  reputation;  but  took  upon  Himself  the 
form  of  a  servant ;"  and  who  says,  in  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  **  I 
am  among  you  as  He  that  serveth."  "  Children,  have  ye  any  meat  ? 
No,  Lord.  Come  and  dine.'*  Bless  His  name.  His  "  flesh  is  meat 
indeed,  and  His  blood  is  drink  indeed." 

"  'Tis  oil  and  'tis  honey,  'tis  milk  and  'tis  wine ; 
'Tis  food  all  immortal  *tis  food  all  divine." 

«'  lubte  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  gracious."      Christ  says,  "  He  that 
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eateth  me,  shall  live  by  me  ;'*  and  we  prove  Him  to  be  that  feast  of 
fat  tbinssy  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  well  refined  on  the 
lees.  While  we  feast  on  Him,  we  forget  our  poverty,  and  remem- 
ber our  misery  no  more. 

About  three  months  before  my  wife  was  confined  of  her  first 
child  I  dreamed  three  nights  successively  that  I  saw  her  nursing  a 
boy,  and  at  each  time  this  portion  came  mto  the  mind,  "  His  name 
is  John."  So  certain  was  I  of  the  dream  being  fulfilled,  that  I  told 
her  she  would  have  a  bov,  and  his  name  was  to  be  John  :  and  when 
she  was  delivered  of  -the  child  she  asked  the  doctor  whether 
it  was  a  boy  or  a  girl,  and  when  he  assuicd  her  that  it  was  a  boy, 
she  could  hardly  believe  for  joy.  We  had  no  occasion  to  go  to  our 
brethren  and  kinsfolks  tor  consult  them  about  a  name  for  our  child  ; 
for  we  had  his  name  three  months  before  he  was  born.  At  the  time 
of  my  wife's  confinement  we  were  very  short  of  money,  and  as  far 
as  human  eyes  could  see  it  seemed  impossible  to  get  her  through 
comforiably :  but  we  proved, 'as  we  ever  have,  the  fulnesj^  of  the 
name  of  the  Lord — "  God  All-sufficient."  Supplies  came  pouring 
in  fi:om  all  directions,  so  that  in  less  than  a  week  we  had  nearly 
thirty  pounds  in  money  besides  provisions.  When  my  wife  was 
taken  m  labour  I  knew  what  was  the  matter  with  her  from  this 
portion  flowing  into  the  mind :  ^*  A  woman  when  she  is  in  travail 
hath  sorrow,  because  her  hour  is  come ;  but  as  soon  as  she  is  de- 
livered of  the  child,  she  remembereth  no  more  the  anguish,  for  joy 
that  a  man  is  bom  into  the   world."      Had  it   not  been  for  this 

[)ortion  we  should  not  have  known  that  she  was  about  to  be  de- 
iverd,  for  she  wanted  a  month  of  her  time  according  to  female 
reckoning ;  and  yet  I  believe  it  was  the  right  time,  and  the  Lord's 
time,  seeing  He  gave  me  His  own  Word  for  it.  While  I  was  going 
for  the  doctor  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  stay  my  anxious  mind  upon 
Himself  with  this  blessed  portion  of  His  own  Word :  *'  the  Lord  thy 
God  in  the  midst  of  thee  is  mighty ;  He  will  save."  This  assured 
me  that  my  vnfe  would  be  safely  brought  through  it ;  for  I  was  well 
aware  that 

*'  He  who  whispers  pardon'd  8m» 
"Was  never  known  to  lie.*' 

How  kind  and  condescending  of  our  precious  Lord  Jesus  to  thus 
come  down  and  commune  with  us  at  such  anxious  times !  How 
loving  of  Him  to  meet  with  us  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life,  and  assure 
us,  by  His  own  blessed  Word,  that  He  is  not  only  looking  on,  but 
arranging  and  managing  everything  for  us !  Yes,  beloved  child  of 
my  God, 

'*  Thy  God  is  with  thee  :  yea,  He's  always  near." 
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You  may  lode  sight  of  Him,  forget  His  love,  and  be  possessed  with 
hard  thoughts  against  Him ;  but  He  still  abideth  faithful,  He  can- 
not deny  Himself.  He  will  ever  watch  over  and  take  the  greatest 
care  of  you,  bring  you  through  every  trying  circumstance,  and  con- 
strain you  to  say,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul  !  and  all  that  is 
within  me  bless  His  holy  name."  The  adversary  may  often  tempt 
you  to  fret  against  the  Lord,  and  make  you  believe  that  He  has  no 
love  in  His  heart  toward  you.  He  may  try  hard  to  persuade  you 
that  no  one*s  path  is  so  trying  as  your*s,  no  one^s  lot  half  so  per- 
plexing as  yours,  not  a  child  of  God  so  driven  to  their  wit's  end  as 
are  you ;  but  depend  upon  it,  you  will  have  to  prove  sooner  or 
later  the  fulness  of  this  dear  portion  of  His  Word,  "  Thine  enemies 
shall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  shalt  tread  upon  their  high 

S laces."  The  Lord,  in  His  own  blessed  time,  and  in  His  own  won- 
rous  way,  will  comfort  all  your  waste  places,  making  your  wilder- 
ness blossom  like  Eden,  and  your  desert  like  the  garden  of  the 
Lord.     You  will  then  be  able  to         * 

**  Praise  Him  for  all  that  is  past. 
And  trust  Him  for  all  that^s  to  come." 

One  night  our  little  boy  was  taken  in  a  fit,  which  suddenly  threw 
us  into  a  state  of  alarm,  never  having  witnessed  one  before.  Never 
shall  I  forget  the  cries  of  my  wife,  who  kept  exclaiming,  in  a  most 
piteous  and  lamentable  tone,  "  My  darling  child  will  die  1  O,  he'll 
die,  hell  die  !  I  am  sure  he'll  die  !  What  shall  I  do  I  what  shall 
I  do !"  The  cries  of  my  wife  and  the  perilous  condition  of  my  boy 
caused  me  to  silently  beg  and  pray  of  the  dear  Lord  to  appear.  If 
I  never  sighed  and  groaned  to  my  precious  Jesus  before  I  did  then. 
Indeed,  it  was  a  place  which  might  fairly  be  called  '*  wit's  end." 
What  with  trying  to  pacify  the  mother,  attend  to  the  child,  and 
cry  unto  the  Lord  in  my  trouble,  my  hands,  head,  and  heart  were 
well  filled.  My  wife's  mother  being  with  us,  and  there  being  pro- 
videntially hot  water  in  the  house,  we  soon  got  the  dear  child  into 
a  bath,  when,  in  about  ten  minutes,  he  came  round,  to  the  no  smalt 
joy  of  us  all.  On  the  following  evening  before  retiring  to  rest 
every  preparation  was  made  in  case  of  another  fit  seizing  the  child. 
While  the  bath  was  being  got  ready,  the  fire  made  up,  etc,  I  was 
pacing  the  room  in  such  agony  of  mind  as  I-  cannot  well  describe. 
1  felt  that  I  could  not  go  to  bed.  No  entreaties  would  move  me. 
My  heart  felt  that  it ; would  break.  "Lord,  do  appear!  Blessed 
Jesus,  thou  good  Physician,  do  heal  the  child  I  Give  me  a  word, 
dear  Lord,  for  the  boy  !  There  is  nothing  too  hard  for  thee !  Thou 
canst  prevent  another  fit !  Thou  canst  save  the  darling  child's  life  ! 
Lord,  do  drop  one  word :  do  assure  me  that  the  boy  will  not  have 
another  fit  to  night." 
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Thus  I  went  on  for  some  minutes,  and  thus  I  think  I  should  have 
gone  on  for  hours  had  not  my  beloved  Lord  spoken  in  His  own 
blessed  Word  with  almighty  power  and  blessedness.  These  were 
the  words :  "  Go  thy  way,  thy  son  liveth."  Bless  His  dear  name  ! 
It  was  enough.  My  soul  was  satisfied,  I  knew  then  that  he  would 
not  have  another  fit  I  went  to  my  dear  wife,  and  told  her  that  it 
was  all  right ;  John  would  not  have  a  fit  that  night ;  for  the  Lord 
had  said,  "  Go  thy  way,  thy  son  liveth."  We  blessed  and  praised 
the  Lord  together  for  His  great  goodness,  and  went  our  way  with 
gladness  of  heart  and  joy  of  mind.  We  believed  the  word  that  the 
Lord  had  spoken,  went  to  bed,  and  had  a  good  night's  rest  If  I 
were  to  live  upon  this  earth  a  thousand  years  twice  told,  I  should 
never  forget  that  night.  Both  the  sorrow  and  the  joy  are  fixed 
upon  the  mind,  and  the  portion  that  the  dear  Lord  gave  with  such 
power,  majesty,  and  sweetness,  will  not  be  easily  forgotten.  To 
read  the  portion  and  not  be  taken  back  to  the  spot  and  circum- 
stances were  impossible.  Indeed  it  was  the  Lord's  own  doings — 
bless  His  precious  name  ! — and  marvellous  in  our  sight  "  O  that 
men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  His  goodness,  and  for  His  wonder- 
fill  works  to  the  children  of  men  1"  •  '*  Let  everything  that  hath 
breath  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  I"  Did  Mary  wash  His  dear 
feet  with  her  tears,  and  wipe  them  with  the  hair  of  her  head  ?  It 
was  my  unspeakable  delight  to  do  the  same.  What  shall  we  say  to 
to  these  things,  child  of  God  ?  Why  this:  **  if  God  be  for  us,  who 
can  be  against  us?"  Everything  and  everyone  are  for  us,  though, 
for  the  time  being,  we  see  it  not  It  is  as  Kent  beautifully  ex- 
presses it: 

^'  To  His  Churcb,  His  joy,  His  treasure, 

Sreiy  trial  works  for  good. 
They  are  dealt  in  weight  and  measure, 
Yet  how  little  understood  ! 
Not  in  anger, 
But  from  His  dear  covenant  love." 
* 

No,  child  of  my  God,  "  Not  in  anger,  but  from  His  dear  covenant 
love."  It  is  a  right  way  that  you  are  in,  though  you  cannot  see 
the  necessity  of  so  much  discipline.  The  Lord  may  seem  to  h^ve 
gone  out  against  you,  and  act  more  like  an  adversary  than  a  real 
fiiend;  but  you  are  well  aware  that  you  have  repeatedly  misunder- 
atopd  His  intentions^  not  seeing  the  end  from  the  beginning.  But 
the  event  has  always  proved  that  it  was  the  right  trial,  at  the  right 
time.  Would  you  have  missed  it  ?  Can  you  see  a  better  way  round 
^t  ?    Can  you  not  sing, 

"  All  is  most  needful, 
Not  one  is  in  yain  V* 
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To  be  sure  you  can.  In  every  dispensation,  in  each  trying  path, 
there  is  a  blessing  to  the  children.  We  always  prove  it  to  be  so,  and 
yet  we  invariably  forget  in  every  fresh  strait,  in  each  new  difficulty. 
We  prove  ourselves  to  be  fools,  and  slow  of  heart  to  believe.  The 
Lord  loves  us  too  well  to  lead  us  wrong.  We  are  too  near  and 
dear  to  Him  in  ties  of  love  and  blood  to  lay  more  upon  us  than  He 
will  give  us  strength  to  bear.  He  has  promised  that  as  our  day 
our  strength  shall  be,  and  we  know  that  He  means  all  He  says. 
He  also  tells  us  to  take  no  thought  for  jthe  morrow,  and  yet  we  are 
at  it  every  day  and  nearly  all  day.  Well  might  He  say,  "  Ye  fools, 
be  ye  of  an  understanding  heart"  But  though  we  are  such  fools, 
and  know  it,  and  confess  it,  yet  He  loves  us,  fools  that  we  are, 
worms  of  the  earth  that  we  are. 


^'  Nor  can  He  cease  to  love, 

'Tis  Jesu's  precept  this— 
Te  husbands,  love  your  wives. 
And  will  not  Ctirist  love  Hisi 
Shall  others  cherish  and  refresh. 
And  Jesus  hide  from  His  own  flesh  1 


0  no,  Christ  loves  His  Church, 

*TiB  His  delight  to  bless  ; 
He  cannot  love  her  more, 
Nor  will  He  love  her  less ; 
In  His  sight  fair,  cleansed  by  His  Word, 
A  bride  adorned  for  her  Lord." 


{To  he  continued  in  our  next.) 
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Now  I  must  inform  my  reader  of  a  great  natural  trouble  I  got 
into  about  a  bill  v^hich  1  owed  for  underwood,  to  the  amount  of 
£91.  7s.  6d.  How  to  get  the  money  I  knew  not  1  had  lost  all, 
and  more  than  all.  The  Lord  knew  how  to  take  me  out  of  my 
business,  which  I  had  so  often  asked  Him  to  do.  A  very  pretty 
grocer  I  was,  for  at  one  time  I  had  not  money   enough  by  me  to 

Eay  for  one  pound  of  tea.  I  had  sold  all  I  could  spare  out  of  my 
ouse,  and  paid  my  bills  as  they  came  in,  as  long  as  I  could,  but 
this.billfor  underwood  I  had  no  means  of  paying  at  all.  This 
broke  my  heart.  O,  thought  1,  what  will  become  of  the  cause  of 
God  now  ?  They  will  say,  look  at  his  high  doctrines,  see  what 
he  is  come  to  ?  O  what  a  slander  I  shall  bring  on  the  cause.  O 
Lord,  do  not  let  me  go  to  prison.  Do,  dear  Lord,  deliver  me.  After 
a  short  time  I  was  served  with  a  copy  of  a  writ,  and  had  either  to 
go  to  Lewis  gaol  or  give  bail ;  but  having  no  money,  how  could  I 
give  bail.  Two  of  my  neighbours,  however,  caipe  forward,  and 
entered  into  a  bond  for  my  appearance  at  a  slated  thne  at  the 
Court  of  King*s  Bench,  and  lent  me  the  two  guineas  which  I  had 

*  From  the  Life  of  Mr.  Isaac  Hoadley. 
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to  pay  for  my  bail-bond.  I  think  I  had  about  three  weeks,  and 
during  this  time,  I  made  all  the  inquiry  I  could  how  I  was  to  act 
I  found  there  was  no  way  for  me  to  get  my  liberty,  if  I  went  at 
once  into  the  King's  Bench,  but  I  must  lay  there  ten  or  twelve 
weeks  before  I  could  take  the  benefit  of  the  act.  What,  I  thought, 
must  I  be  shut  up  in  prison  for  ten  or  twelve  weeks,  and  not  see 
my  dear  children  ?  What  will  become  of  them  all  during  that 
time  ?  And  after  I  come  out,  where  shall  I  go  ?  I  shall  never  be 
able  to  come  here  again.  I  cried  to  the  Lora  most  bitterly,  and 
told  Him,  dear  Lord,  I  said,  thou  hast  laid  down  thy  life  for 
my  soul  -  do,  do  .something  for  my  body  and  my  family.  O 
Lord,  thy  cause  is  at  stake ;  do,  dear  Lord  Jesus,  deliver  me. 
I  cannot  see  any  way,  but  thou  can'st  do  everything;  the  hearts 
of  all  men  are  in  thine  hand.  I  could  not  sleep  at  night,  or 
work  at  day.  O  Lord,  I  said,  what  have  I  done  that  all 
this  is  come  upon  me?  I  have  done  all  in  my  power.  Lord,  thou 
knowest,  to  pay  every  one.  I  have  laboured  hard.  Lord,  and 
never  spent  any  money  in  waste.  The  words  of  Cowper  in 
one  of  his  hymns,  afterwards  came  into  my  mind  with  some 
power : 


**  God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way, 
His  wonders  to  perform  ; . 

He  plants  His  footsteps  in  the  sea, 
And  rides  upon  the  storm. 

Deep  in  unfathomable  mines 

Of  never-failing  skill, 
He  treasures  up  His  bright  designs. 

And  works  His  sovereign  wilL 


Ye  fearful  souls,  fresh  courage  take  ; 

The  clouds  ye  so  much  dread, 
Are  big  with  mercy,  and  shall  break 

With  blessings  on  your  head. 

Blind  unbelief  is  sure  to  err, 
And  scan  His  work  in  vain ; 

God  is  His  own  interpreter, 
And  He  will  make  it  plain." 


Some  of  the  old  friends  did  all  they  could  to  comfort  me,  and 
told  me  the  Lord  would  do  that  which  was  best  Oh  1  how  I  did 
cry  to  the  Lord  to  lead  me,  and  not  let  me  rebel  against  Uim ;  for 
some  times  my  old  nature  would  rbe,  and  then  I  thought  the  Lord 
could  have  prevented  all  this  trouble  if  He  would ;  and  what  good 
was  it  for  me  to  try  all  in  my  power  to  live  honest,  and  pay  every 
one,  if  He  let  other  men  break  and  make  off  with  all  my  money, 
which  I  had  laboured  hard  for.  And  to  make  my  burden  tne 
heavier,  my  wife,  instead  of  bearing  part  of  my  trouble,  would  tell 
me  that  it  served  me  right,  for  I  ought  not  to  have  had  anything  to 
do  with  busines  at  all.  But  the  Lord  knew  that  what  I  did,  was 
for  her  and  my  children's  good,  and  to  live, .  if  possible,  without 
being  a  burden  to  anyone^ 

The  week  before  I  had  to  make  mylappearance  to  clear  my  bonds- 
men, 1  was  in  company  with  a  dear  child  of  Ciod,  and  he  and  1 
walked  to  and  fro  in  the  roads  till  about  1 1  o'clock  at  night,  and 
when  we  parted  he  said,  "  Well,  you  shall  have   all  I  can   do  for 
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you."     After  he  was  gone,  I  thought  to  myself,  and  poor  fellow, 
what  can  he  do  for  me ;  he  has  got  a  large  family,  and  can  hardly  do 
for  himself.    But  then,  I  thought,  who  can  tell  what  he  may  do  for  me 
at  a  thnme  of  grace  ?    The  Lord  will  not  turn  away  His  children, 
he  may  do  great  things  for  me  in  prayer.     O  Lord !  I  said,  do  hear 
him ;  for  1  was  quite  satisfied  that  this  was  what  he  meant,  though 
I  did  not  understand  him  at  the  first      I  did  nothing  else  much  all 
the  rest  of  that  week,  night  or  day,  but  cry  to  the  Lord ;    for  at 
night  I  used  to  walk  backwards  and  forwards  in  my  sleeping^room 
^r  hours  together,  begging  of  the  Lord  to  make  a  way  for  me ;  and 
very  often  the  following  words  came  to  my  mind :    "  The  hearts  of 
all  men  are  in  his  hanct."     So  they  are.  Lord,  1  have  said ;  do  turn 
them  by  thy  power,  and  do  not  let  me  go  to  prison ;  it  will  ruin  thy 
cause  in  this  place,  and  shame  thy  dear  people.      Sunday  morning 
came,  and  the  chapel  was  nearly  full.     I  found  the  Lord  to  be  with 
me  in  preaching,  and  He  made  His  Word  a  blessing  to  many  that 
day,  and  I  believe  the  blessed  Holy  Ghost  did  in  very  deed  pour 
into  the  hearts  of  His  people  the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication, 
and  if  ever  a  people  felt  for  a  man,  they  did  for  me.     I  preached 
again  in  the  afternoon,  and  when  I  had  finished,  and  as  I  was 
coming  down  the  pulpit  stairs,  I  turned  myself  round  towards  the 
people,  who  were  all  in  tears,  and  said,  I  have  one  consolation ;  I 
am  going  to  suffer  for  what  other  people  have  done,  and  not  for  my 
own  misconduct     I  had  before  given  out  that  there  would  be  no 
preaching  there  the  following  Sunday,  and  that  I  did  not  know 
when  there  would  be  again.     As  soon  as  I  got  out  of  the  chapel 
into  my  house,  a  boy  knocked  at  my  fi-ont  door,  and  I  went,  when 
he  told  me  that  I  was  wanted  up  at  the  public-house.   "  Who  in  the 
world,"  I  said,  ^*  wants  me  at  the  public-house  on  a  Sunday  night" 
He  said,  *^  two  gentlemen  are  there,  and  they  want  to  speak  to  you, 
Sir."     I  put  on  my  hat,  and  went  to  the  public-house,  and  the 
publican  showed  me  into  a  large  parlor,  where  I  found  two  men 
whom  I  well  knew ;  one  was  an  auctioneer  and  the  other  an  at- 
torney.   They  told  me  that  someone  had  written  to  Lord  Aberga- 
venny (to  whom  I  owed  the  money  )  about  me,  and  he  had  no  wish^ 
they  said,  to  deal  hard  with  me :  and  I  was  to  see  his  steward,  who 
was  a  magistrate,  the  next  day  morning,  at  a  place  they  named, 
and  where  they  promised  to  accompany  me,  and  he  was  to  settle  it 
as  he  thought  proper.      I  returned  home  full  of  gratitude  as  I  could 
well  hold,  for  1  knew  whose  hands,  speaking  after  the  manner  of 
men,  I  had  got  into.  I  went  to  bed,  but  could  not  sleep,  for  praising 
and  blessing  my  dear  Lord,  that  He  had  so  far  made  a  way  for  my 
escape.     In  the  morning  off  I  and  my  two  fiiends  went,  a  distance 
of  about  twelve  miles,  and  when  we  got  to  the  gentleman's  house, 
and  came  before  him,  he  said,  "  Well,  what  do  you  mean  to  do  in 
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this  matter  ?"  I  took  my  coat  partly  off,  and  said  to  him,  "  You 
shall  have  all  I  have  got,  coat  and  all,  and  more  I  cannot  do.'' 
"  You  are  an  honest  man,  Hoadley,'*  he  said.  I  told  him  I  should 
be  glad  to  pay  all,  if  I  could.  He  then  told  me,  that  if  I  could  pay 
£18,  he  would  give  me  a  clear  discharge  from  all  the  debt.  The 
next  day  I  went  and  paid  it,  and  returned  home  thanking  the  Lord 
for  His  love  to  such  an  unworthy  sinner.  The  whole  of  the  money 
1  was  obliged  to  borrow,  and  1  laboured  hard  to  pay  it  back  again, 
which  I  did  in  a  short  time. 


A     SERMON. 
The  Fourteenth. 
Preached  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Triggb. 

{Continued  Jrom  page  216.) 

*'  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  bloody  and  hath  made 
Q8  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His^ Father,  to  Him  be  glory,  and  dominion,  for  ever  and 
«Ter.    Amen.  ** — Bet.  i.  5,  6. 

Bear  with  me  a  moment  longer,  for  this  is  a  glorious  subject, 
and  the  sweet  experience  of  it  gives  us  ''joy  and  peace  in  believing,'* 
and  raises  us  above  all  the  death  and  dying  circumstances  within 
and  without,  knowing  that  not'  the  least  change  nor  changeability 
nor  shadow  of  turning  can  be  attached  to  it.  And  that,  because 
the  removal  of  all  iniquity  from  the  Church  of  God  was  not  with- 
out the  shedding  of  the  bipod  of  Jesus  Christ ;  for "  without 
shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission."  And  what  more  ?  It  is 
of  no  use  for  you  and  me  to  talk  about  the  removal  of  iniquity  by 
Jesus  ChrisU  unless  we  have  felt  something  of  it  in  our  hearls.  I 
have  no  notion  of  standing  up  and  preaching  to  you  merely  what 
Christ  has  done  for. us;  but  I  like  to  tell  out  also  what  the  Holy 
Ghost  brings  into  the  heart  and  makes  us  to  know.  My  mercy, 
and  thine,  poor  sinner,  is  to  **  know  Jesus  Christ  and  the  power  of 
His  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  His  sufferings,  being  made 
conformable  unto  His  death."  A  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  will 
leave  you  when  you  die,  if  you  do  not  die  knowing  Christ.  There 
is  the  glorious  mercy ;  and  this  i^  the  highest  point  of  experience 
of  the  Church  of  God  in  the  wilderness.  It  is  not  merely  the  re- 
moval of  guilt  by  the  blood-shedding  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  the  re- 
moval of  it  from  the  conscience  by  an  application  of  the  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ  there.     Now  do  you  understand  this  ?      I  am   very 
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plain  to-night.      "  Yes,"  say  you,  **  rather   too  plain."     I  cannot 
help  it;  you  may  depend  upon  it,  God's  people  always  like  plain 
speaking  best      Do  you  know  anything  of  the  blood   of  Jesus 
Christ  in  your  conscience  ?     Do  you  know  anything  of  the  peace 
of  God  communicated  by  that  blood  to  your  conscience  ?      Then 
you  understand  a  secret,  that  nothing  can  break.     And  what  is  it? 
To  live  daily,  amidst  all  the  confusion  of  your  soul,  in  peace  with 
God  through  Jesus  Christ  your  Lord.      I  bless   the  Lord  I  have 
lived  sweetly  with  God  for  years.      "  Have  you  ?    what !  have  you 
not  rebelled  ?"     I  am  not  going  to  talk  to  you  about  my  rebellion ; 
the  Lord  knows  all  about  the  tricks  of  the  old  man,  and   I  have 
felt  them  too  often;    nevertheless,    my    mercy,  and   thine,  poor 
sinner,  is  to  know  what  the   Lord  hath    wrought,  and  what  He 
is  **  made  of  God  unto  us  " — "  wisdom  an  d  righteousness,  and 
sanctificatio'h  and  redemption ;"  *^  that  according  as  it  is  written. 
He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord." 

^^  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His 
own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His 
Father ;  to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever .  Amen." 
Now  as  the  Lord  shall  enable  us,  or  lead  us  along,  let  as  go  a  little 
further  into  this  text. 

It  is  a  most  marvellous  secret,  and  a  glorious  truth  to  understand, 
that  we  are  "  kings."  Pause  a  moment,  and  ponder  it  over.  Per- 
haps you  may  be  ready  to  say,  "  Really,  I  think  I  shall  be  cast  down 
to-night"  Wherefore  ?  "  Why,  to  think  that  God's  children  are 
kings :  I  am  sure  I  am  not  one."  Now,  do  you  stop,  poor  sinner : 
as  the  Lord  saith  in  His  Word,  "  Judge  nothing  before  the  time  ;" 
when  the  Lord  enables  nje  to  finish,  then  do  you  draw  your  con- 
clusions. Do  you  groan  under  a  sight  and  sense  and  feeling  of  the 
burden  of  your  sins  day  by  day  ?  ^'Yes,"  says  the  poor  soul,  *'  that 
I  do/'  Can  you  take  pleasure  in  them  as  you  used  to  do  ?  Oh ! 
something  has  taken  place  that  you  hate  them,  and  you  look  back 
upon  your  past  condition  almost  with  dismay ;  and  if  God  should 
mark  iniquity,  you  must  be  damned  to  all  eternity.  **  Why,"  says 
the  poor  soul,  "  how  do  you  know  this  ?"  Because  I  have  travelled 
the  same  road.  "  And  are  such  ^  kings  ?' "  Oh  !  yes,  they  are 
kings.  "But  how  do  you  prove  it: "  You  are  living  witnesses, 
amid  all  your  groanings,  your  cries,  your  griefs,  your  sorrows  on 
account  of  sin  and  sinfulness,  to  this  one  truth ;  what  is  it  ?  That 
sin  hath  not  the  dominion  over  you.  "  But,"  says  the  poor  soul, 
"  I  really  think  it  has,"  Never  did  a  sinner  feel  or  fear  m  reality 
that  sin  had  dominion  over  him,  if  that  sinner  had  not  the  life  of 
God  in  his  soul.  This  is  another  plain  fact ;  and  I  speak  from 
experience. 

But  in  speaking  from  this,  we  must  first  talk  a  little  more   about 
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Jesus  Christ  the  King.  ♦*  What,  have  you  not  done  with  Him  yet  ?' 
No,  nor  ever  shall  to  all  eternity.  "  But  come  when  we  will,  you 
are  always  talking  about  Him."  I  have  got  no  other  subject,  nor 
ever  shall  to  all  eternity.  Therefore  let  us  first  speak  of  Him,  and 
afterwards  how  it  is  that  you  and  I  are  made  **  kings." 

There  is  something  very  remarkable,  in  looking  into  the  Word 
of  God,  that  our  mindb  should  be  constantly  carried  to  Jesus  Christ 
as  King ;  that  He  was  King  before  all  time,  that  He  was  King  be- 
fore the  foundation  of  the  world,  that  He  was  King  before  Adam's 
dust  was  fashioned  to  a  man,  or  any  living  thing  had  its  form. 
Hear  what  God  our  Father  saith  to  us  on  this  very  sweet  subject. 
"  I  have,  (not  may,  not  shall,  not  will,)  set  my  King  upon  Zion, 
my  hill  of  holiness"  When  did  God  the  Father  "set  His 
King"  there?  Why,  saith  our  most  glorious  Christ  in  the 
eighth  chapter  of  the  Proverbs — *'  I  was  set  up  from  everlast- 
ing." What  as  ?  Head  of  His  body,  the  Church.  By  whom  was 
He  set  up  ?  God  our  Father.  How  was  He  set  up  ?  In  purpose  ? 
And  in  something  more  than  that  I  used  to  wonder  (I  was  igno- 
rant, I  could  not  understand  it,  and  I  know  but  little  about  Divine 
things  now),  I  used  to  wonder  to  hear  people  say,  "  Oh  He  was 
chosen  in  purpose,  and  the  Church  was  chosen  in  purpoee ;"  I 
could  not  understand  what  they  were  talking  about ;  it  was  as  if 
there  was  nothing  real  in  it,  only  it  was  purposed  by  the  Lord. 
What  is  it  Christ,  God's  dear  Son,  in  the  unity  and  the  eternity 
of  the  essence,  set  up  by  God  the  Father  in  eternity.  In  the  margin 
it  is,  "  He  was  appointed  Kingin  Zion."  Now  some  people  cannot 
go  further  back,  for  the  anointing  of  Jesus  Christ,  than  when  the 
Holy  Spirit  descended  upon  Him  as  He  came  up  out  of  the 
river  Jordan ;  but  a  child  of  God  loves  to  dwell  on  eternals.  He 
loves  to  have  his  spiritual  mind  carried  back  into  that  vast  eternity 
where  our  most  glorious  Christ  was  set  up  by  God  the  Father, 
annointed,  appointed,  and  consecrated,  and  given  to  the  Church  to 
be  the  Head  of  His  body. 

Now  on  this  ground  you  and  I  shall  understand  one  sweet  testi- 
mony of  the  Holy  Ghost  concerning  Him,  which  hath  often  ravished 
nay  heart,  comforted  my  mind,  and  made  Jesus  very  precious.  It  is 
the  first  of  Timothy,  the  first  chapter ;  and  how  sweetly  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  this  testimony  brings  our  most  glorious  Christ  before  us  as 
King  1  The  apostle  seems,  as  it  were,  to  lose  sight  of  himself,  of 
his  ministry,  and  of  his  sinnership ;  and  what  doth  He  say  ?  '*  Now 
unto  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  invisible,  the  only  wise  God." 
Do  mark  that ;  it  is,  shall  I  say,  worthy  of  attention  ?  it  is  most 
blessed  to  understand  its  import.  Only  look  it  over.  God  drop  it 
into  thy  heart  and  mine  !  "  The  King  eternal ;"  then  He  is  **  the 
eternal  God,  my  Refuge."     "  Immortal :"  then  no  mortality  ever 
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attached  to  Him.  Mortality,  mind  you,  is  an  efFect  of  sin ;  yon  and 
I  were  not  mortal  before  sin,  we  were  not  the  subjects  of  mortality 
before  sin,  nor  'were  we  the  subjects  of  corruption  before  sin. 
Jesus  Christ  took  our  pure  human  nature — .after  **the  children* — He 
partook  of  "  flesh  and  blood ;"  but  sin,  strictly  speaking,  is  no  part 
of  our  nature.  It  dwelleth  in  us,  and  it  made  us  sinners,  and  it 
made  us  mortal,  and  it  made  us  corruption,  and  it  brought  us  under 
the  curse ;  but  mortality  was  never  attached  to  our  glorious  Christ, 
for  He  swallowed  up  mortality  of  life.  Then  what  is  the  glorious 
mercy  ?  Why,  that  He  is  "  the  King  eternal,  immortal."  And 
here  we  discover  a  glorious  truth ;  that  in  consequence  of  my  union 
to  Christ,  being  created  anew  in  Christ,  being  "partaker  of  the 
divine  nature,"  in  oneness  with  Christ,  whatever  is  mortal  of  mine 
and  thine  (if  we  belong  to  Christ)  will  be  "swallowed  up  of  life,'* 
and  "  this  mortal  will  put  on  immortality.'*  And  what  is  it  to  be  ? 
Why,  that  which  is  written — "  Jehovah  thy  everlasting  light,  and 
thy  God  thy  glory."    Cheer  up,  poor  soul. 

But  He  is  not  only  "  the  King  eternal,  immortal,"  but "  invisible." 
And  how  very  precious  it  is,  that  the  Lord  should  have  left  it  on 
record  and  dropped  the  hint — "  Blessed  are  they  that  have  not 
seen  and  yet  have  believed  I"  "  But,"  say  you,  "is  there  not  a  seeing 
Christ  ?*'  Yes ;  and  this  is  another  glorious  secret.  You  and  I  "  en- 
dure as  seeing  Him  who  is  invisible."  This  shows  us  plainly,  that 
we  never  did  nor  ever  shall  see  Jesus  Christ  with  these  bodily  eyes, 
"Oh  !  yes,"  say  some,  **do  you  not  know  what  a  vision  I  have  had 
of  Him."  Do  not  dwell  too  much  upon  visions ;  God  help  thee  to 
dwell  upon  demonstration  and  power,  I  knew  what  it  was,  when 
God  was  working  in  my  mind ;  i  thought  I  never  should  have  peace 
in  my  conscience,  unless  I  saw  Jesus  Christ  plainly  with  my  bodily 
eyes,  and  I  have  sat,  and  I  have  looked,  and  I  have  waited,  bat  I 
was  always  disappointed ;  and  yet,  blessed  be  God,  I  know  a  little 
of  what  it  is  to  have  "  peace  and  joy  in  believing.*'  You  must  look 
out  of  all  corruption,  out  of  all  natural  things,  and  look  higher  than 
the  heavens,  where  our  most  glorious  Christ  is  exalted.  He  is  *'the 
JLing  invisible." 

And  then  He  is  "  the  only  wise  God."  Now  no  Arian  ever 
could  preach  from  that  text.  Why?  Because  he  says,  Jesus 
Christ  IS  not  God ;  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  that  chapter,  declares 
Jesus  Christ  to  be  "the  only  wise  God."  And  what  is  it  for? 
Why,  that  you  and  I  should  understand  the  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  where  He  says,  not  only  that "  it  pleased  the  r  ather  that  in 
Him  should  all  fulness  dwell,"  but  that  ^'in  all  things  He  should 
have  the  pre-eminence ;"  that  you  and  I  should  be  always  brought 
into  an  acquaintance  with  Him.  Why?  Because  "in  Him 
dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily."      What    more  ? 
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^*  And  ye  are  complete  in  Hinu"     How  blessedly  the  Holy  Ghost 
opens  it ! 

Having  just  glanced  at  this,  let  us  look  at  another  dear  mercy 
concerning  Jesus  Christ.  You  and  I,  His  redeemed,  being  created 
anew  unto  spiritual  lite,  we  have  not  only  to  war  against  flesh  and 
blood,  but  against  wicked  spirits  in  high  places,  principalities  and 
powers,  and  we  are  aware,  from  daily  experience,  that  the  least  foe 
we  have  got  will  upset  us,  bring  us  into  bondage,  into  death,  and 
under  the  curse  if  it  were  possible ;  therefore  it  is  for  the  members 
to  observe,  that  as  Jesus  Christ  is  ^^  the  King  eternal,"  and  God 
our  Father  set  Him  up  as  King,  He  hath  triumphed  over  them  all. 
He  was  set  up  as  King.  And  most  striking  it  is  to  observe,  in  the 
second  chapter  of  Matthew  it  is  said,  "  Where  is  He  that  is  bom 
King  of  the  Jews?"  "Bom  King!"  Did  you  ever  know  such  a 
thing  in  nature  ?  "  ^^Jy  really,"  say  you,  "  I  dj  not  know,  but 
1  wiu  think  about  it"  Think  about  Jesus  Christ,  if  you  can,  and 
leave  natural  things.  He  was  ^^  born  King."  And,  why  ?  Ue 
was  ''setup"  Kins:  and  He  was  no  more  Kmg  when  He  was 
born,  than  vrhen  He  was  set  up.  And  viewing  Him  as  our  King« 
He  hath  destroyed  sin.  He  hath  reigned  down  death.  He  hath 
destroyed  him  that  had  the.  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil."  He 
hath  ''  spoiled  principalities  and  powers,  and  made  a  show  of  them 
openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  it-"  This  He  has  done.  Now  can 
you  and  I  rejoice  in  His  triumphs  ?  "  The  Lord  is  a  Man  of  war, 
the  Lord  is  His  name ;"  ''  the  horse  and  his  rider  hath  He  thrown 
into  the  sea." 

Here  we  see  His  triunophs;  here  we  see  the  manifestation  of 
the  glorious  mercy,  that  He  is  King,  and  hath  reigned  down  all 
these. 

Now  mark  here ;  a  king  naturally  may  obtain  victory,  but  his 
enemies  may  multiply  and  invade  his  land  again,  and  at  last  victory 
may  be  theirs,  and  the  victorious  may  be  overcome ;  but  herein  my 
precious  King  Jesus  Christ  reignea  down  the  foe  eternally,  and  He 
reigna  over  it  eternally.  And  look  into  Isaiah,  the  thirty-second 
chapter,  and  then  into  the  first  of  Corinthians,  the  fifteenth  chapter. 
"  Behold  a  King  shall  reign  in  righteousness ;"  "  He  must  reign 
till  He  hath  put  all  enemies  under  His  feet.",  Not  '^  may,"  not 
"shall ;"  He  must  reign.  Mark  the  covenant  engagement  between 
the  Father  and  the  Son ;  note  down  the  eternity  and  unalterable 
nature  of  it  "  He  must  reign  till  He  hath  put  all  enemies  under  His 
feet,"  Now  it  never  was  in  your  power,  or  mine,  to  put  an  enemy 
under  our  feet ;  never.  But  I  must  just  speak  a  word  or  two  bore : 
I  know  what  it  is  to  be  troubled  and  exercised  about  it,  and  to  be 
fearful  about  enemies  when  they  have  risen  up  against  me,  and  it 
used  to  be  a  very  great  trial,  and  when  they  first  broke  out  against 
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me,  saying  all  manner  of  evil,  I  have  been  not  only»  like  Peter, 
ready  to  cut  their  ear  oflf,  but  to  cut  off  their  head ;  I  tried  to  over- 
come them  by  argument,  I  tried  to  convince  them  by  demonstration, 
and  the  more  I  tried  the  more  they  seemed  to  overcome  me.  What 
is  the  mercy  ?  Dear  old  Bunyan's  weapon*  What  is  it  ?  Oh ! 
saith  he,  '^  All — Prayer."  And  1  have  known  the  victory  imparted 
to  my  heart  in  secret  before  my  God,  in  answer  to  the  prayer  of 
my  Christ,  and  been  enabled  to  triumph  in  His  triumphs  over  all 
mine  enemies-  Never  you  take  an  enemy  by  the  throat  and  say, 
"  Pay  me  that  thou»6west ;"  never  attempt  to  still  the  tongue  of  the 
enemy  and  the  avenger,  by  anything  of  thine  own ;  carry  all  thy 
burden,  with  all  thy  supposed  enemies  to  thy  King,  Lord  Jesus, 
who  hath  ^^  made  us  more  than  conquerors  through  Uim  that  loved 
us."  And  if  I  understand  it  arisht,  this  is  connected  with  what  our 
dear  Lord  saith — **  Pray  for  your  enemies."  "  But,"  say  you, 
^^  really,  1  am  obliged  to  pray  against  them."  But  knowing  that 
Jesus  reigns,  and  must  and  will  put  down  every  foe,  how  blessed  it 
is  to  stand  where  Jehoshaphat  and  the  little  army  stood  before  the 
Lord  !  Just  look  into  the  second  of  Chronicles,  twentieth  chapter. 
Here  was  the  land  invaded  by  a  host  of  enemies,  that  could  not  be 
numbered;  what  did  the  dear  man  say  when  praying  to  the  Jiord? 
Oh !  saith  he,  ^^  we  have  no  might  against  this  great  company  that 
Cometh  against  us,  neither  know  we  what  to  do;"  gloiy  be  to  God, 
if  you  and  I  are  brought  simply  there;  but  what  then?  "Our 
eyes  are  upon  thee."  And  what  is  the  matter?  **0  our  God, 
wilt  thou  not  judge  them  ?"  Conquest  is*  sure,  for  **  He  must 
reign  till  He  hath  put  all  enemies  under  His  feet. 

There  is  another  very  dear  word  in  conjunction  with  this,  coming  a 
little  nearer  home,  concerning  our  most  precious  Lord  Jesus  Chnst 
as  King.  And  what  is  it  ?  He  hath  "  power  over  all  flesh."  Now 
I  am  going  to  drop  a  secret  to  s^^^me  of  God's  tempted,  tried,  ex- 
ercised ones ;  that  since  my  soul  has  known  His  love,  if  He  had 
not  had  power  over  my  flesh,  my  tongue,  my  aU,  I  should  have 
blasphemed  Him  to  His  face.  "  What !"  say  some  professors,  "  after 
He  had  shown  you  so  much  love."  Yes,  and  1  never  felt  so  much 
of  the  carnality  of  my  mind  before,  as  I  have  since  He  showed  Him- 
self my  God — 


''Stretch'd  on  His  cross  in  sweat  and  blood. 
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Now  marking  these  glorious  mercies  brings  another  sweet  Scrip- 
ture to  my  mind ;  and  what  is  it  ?  "  The  Lord  is  at  hand ;  be  care- 
ful for  nothing,  but  in  everything  by  prayer  and  supplication  with 
thanksgiving  let  your  requests  be  made  known  unto  God." 

And  one  word  more  ;  after  Jehoshaphat  had  got  up  that  sweet 
petition  I  was  referring  to,  you  find,  as  the  Lord's  ear  is  ever  open 
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to  our  cry,  He  answers  it  in  His  own  time  and  way.  Saith  the  Lord^ 
"  It  is  all  risht  with  yon ;  sit  you  "still ;  I  am  not  only  Captain  of 
hosts,  but  King  in  Israel ;  go  down  against  them,  but  you  shall  not 
need  to  fight  in  this  battle :  Jehovah  shall  fight  for  you,  and  you 
shall  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord  with  you.*'  Bless  Him,  O  my 
soul,  He  reigneth — ^must  reign — whatever  may  be  going  on,  what- 
ever may  be  transpiring,  whatever  may  appal  even  the  Church  of 
God.  jyhatever  abominable  doctrines  may  be^propagated,  von  and 
I  never  need  to  contend  agidnst  them,  except  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  truth  of  the  Lord,  with ''  oar  loins  girt  abont  with 
truth,''  not  preaching  their  damnable  heresies,  but  preaching  the 
truth  of  God  from  the  heart. 

Let  us  look  at  this  a  moment  loneer,  because  it  is  very  encooraging 
to  God's  dear  children,  that  they  nave  got  Jesus  Christ  for  Uieir 
King.  Jehoshaphat  and  the  people  went  down  against  the  great 
army;  and  they  went  forth  sinking.  That  is  the  best  way  to  go 
into  the  field  of  battle.  I  Have  hetra  of  our  ancient  warriors,  diat 
they  used  to  pray  to  the  Lord  and  sing  one  of  David's  psalms, 
before  they  went  into  the  field  of  batde ;  and  depend  upon  it  is  al- 
ways best  for  Qod's  children  to  sing  as  they  go  to  battle.  And 
why  ?  Because  the  Lord  will  fight  for  them,  and  they  shall  ^*  see 
His  salvation  with  them." 

I  had  not  the  slightest  intention,  when  I  entered  the  pulpit  to- 
night, of  touching  upon  this ;  nevertheless,  the  Lord  warmed  my 
heart,  and  you  have  had  it. 

Thus  we  have  Jesus  Christ  for  our  King,  and  we  acknowledge 
Him  as  our  King,  and  feel  a  delight  in  our  soul  to  <<  Crown  Him 
LordofalL" 

There  never  was  a  king  upon  earth  without  being  bom :  he  must 
be  bom  before  he  is  king.  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  Church  of  God. 
We  know  nothing  of  kingship  without  being  born.  How  ?  **  Not 
of  blood;  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man."  How 
then  ?  Whv  "  of  God.**  Now  do  you  know^  anything  of  what  it  is 
to  be  bom  olr  God  ? 

You  know  they  do  not  set  dead  men  upon  thrones  to  be  kings. 
When  one  king  is  dead,  another  is  proc^med,  because  the  dead 
man  is  of  no  use;  and  yet  our  most  glorious  Cfajrist,  when  He  died, 
killed  death,  and  <' brought  life  and  immortality  to  light "  Now  as 
there  is  a  real  necessity  to  be  bom  of  God  and  to  have  spiritual  life, 
in  order  to  have  anytlung  to  do  with  the  kingdom,  d&  you  and  I 
know  anything  about  it  in  our  hearts  ?  I  used  to  hear  of  it  in  the 
Church  of  England,  I  used  to  read  it  in  my  Bible  on  a  Sunday,  I 
used  to  see  what  the  Lord  said  tO  Nicodemus,  though  I  had  no  more 
understanding  or  thought  about  it  than  a  stone ;  but  when  the  Lord 
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quickened  hit  soul,  then  the  new  birth  began  to  be  thought  about 
and  sought  after;  and  strange  as  it  may  appear,  I  did  not  know  it 
was  the  Lord's  work,  nor  believe  it,  but  I  tnonght  God  ^as  about  to 
t>ltinge  me  into  hell  at  once.  Now  mark^  yon  want  not  only  to  be 
Dom^  but  to  haV'O  life,  a  living  Kfe^  and  a  feeling  of  this  life*  And 
bow  is  it  manifested?  I  have  generally  understood  (and  I  have 
had  a  little  acquaintance  with  it  naturally),  diatthe  child  generatly 
ciries ;  it  is  no  soonec^bom^  than  it  b^ins  to  cry.  And  if  Qpd  hath 
put  His  life  in  your  aonl^  you  have  been  crying  out  ever  since  up  to 
this  dOT,  though  perhaps  you  do  not  yet  know  your  sonship  of  God. 
Therefore  ttey  are  not  only  bom,  but  born  alive. 

And  they  are  bom  to  live.  You  know  there  never  was  an  extin- 
guisher in  the  temple^    Yon  may  have  many  dampers  pat  upon 
yoixr  life,  and  many  siMveirs  and  chilk ;  and,  yon  know  there  was 
the  burnmg  ague  that  many  had  in  the  wildevness,  and  perhaps 
some  of  you  have  had  it;  but  you  never  saAxr  a  dead  man  have  it: 
^  Why,  no»  to  be  sure,"  say  yon.     Then  mark  down  the  blessed- 
iwsa  <H  being  a  living  ckild^    What  is  it?   To  tremble  before  God 
on  account  <tf  His  WonL    This  is  God's  mercy  to»  them :   to   be 
tremblers  at  His  Word,  not  trifiers.     I  had  sooner  go  down  to  the 
graflre  trembling  at  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  than  I  would  live  with  a 
trifling  spirit.     And  though  I  know  (and  I  speak  it  fieely  before 
my  G«od)  nothing  oam  separate  me  from  His  love,  yet  I  know  what 
it  is  to  tremble  belbre  His  Word.     Do  not  think  that  I  always  come 
up  in  a  lively  frame  to  speak  to  you ;  oh  I  no    I  base  my  tremblings 
and  my  fears:  but  my  Jesus  newv  deserted  me  yet.     *^  Bat  do  you 
stftody  yonr  sermons?"      No;  I  do  not  like  such  sermons.     ^'Oh  t 
but  there  are  many  great  and  good  men  that  do."      Well^  I  only 
know  that  -^  much  study  is  a  weavinessjoflhe fleshy"  and  I  like  to  come 
before  you^  like  dear  old  Jacob-^^^  Because,  the  LordI  my  God  hatk 
brought  it  to  9ie."    ^  But  hanre  you  not  been  studying  to»<day  ?"  No, 
indeed ;  meet  of  my  time  has  been  taken  up.  with  a  dear  afflicted 
son..    I  have  been  reading  a  chapter  in  the  Bible ;  but  as:  to  study- 
ing, my  mind  has  been  taken  up  with  my  son,  and  thinking  about 
him,,  and  telling  the  Lord  about  himw 

But  to  proeecd.  Kings:  are  proclaimed.  Yesu.  And  are  GodV 
children  proclaimed  ?  Yes;  Clod  proclaims  them:  irom  His.  oiwa 
mouth  in  their  own  heart.  And  how  does  He  do  it?  *^I  am  a. 
Father  to  Israel,  and  Ephnum  is  my  firsthborn»."  What  more  ? 
"Wilt  thou  ilDt  from  this  time  cry  unto  me.  My  Father?'  **  Yes,^ 
says  the  poor  child>  "  it  is  the  desise  of  my  heart  to  cry,  Abba» 
Father."  **  How  shall  I  put  thee  among  the  children,,  and  give  thee 
a  pleasant  land,  a  goodly  heritage?''  Gods  proclamation  comes 
into  the  heart }  and  what  is.  it?  <<Thou  shalt  call  me  Father?" 
Oh!  no,  no.     Is  not  that  enough?     No,  Lord  :   "Thou  shalt  call 


A     SERMON.  235 

me  My  Father  " — "  the  guide  of  my  youth.*  Do  you  know  any- 
thing about  this,  poor  soul?  Do  you  bear  with  me ;  my  heart  is 
warmed  with  the  preciousness  of  the  subject 

"  Well/'  say  you,  *<  but  is  that  all  the  proclamation  ?*•  Oh  I  no ; 
the  devil  will  turn  trumpeter  too,  and  he  will  proclaim  you,  and  he 
will  set  all  hell  in  an  uproar  against  you.  He  will  brand  you  with  the 
vilest  names  he  can  hatch  in  hell;  and  he  will  make  his  Tain  dupes 
believe  what  he  says  of  you.  And  it  will  surprise  me,  if  some  of 
the  children  do  not  believe  it  themselves. 

I  believe  kings  are  always  anointed.  They  used  to  be :  and  I  be- 
lieve the  practice  is  kept  up.  And  I  know  some  people  stand  in 
that  position,  that  they  never  are  kings  till  they  are  anointed ;  and 
they  are  God's  spiritual  kings  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  Now  just 
yon  go  into  the  second  of  Corinthians,  the  first  chapter.  Saith 
brother  Paul — "  Unto  the  Church  of  God  which  is  at  Corinth,  with 
ail  the  saints  "  (and  so  you  and  I  am) ;  *^  He  that  stablishesth  us  with 
yoo  in  Christ,  and  hath  anointed  as  is  God.''  Look  you  into  the 
hundred  and  sixty  third  Psalm,  where  it  fo  said  to  **  run  dowo.** 
IxK>k  into  the  twenty-seventh  verse  of  the  second  chapter  of  John^s 
first,  epistle — ^*  The  anointing  which  ve  have  received  of  Him, 
abideth  in  you."  What  is  the  consequence  ?  ^^  And  even  as  it  hath 
taught  you,  ye  shall  abide  in  Him.**  There  is  the  <<  anointing."  But 
1  can  only  throw  out  hints  now. 

A  worcl  or  two,  however,  upon  crowning.  "  Why,"  say  you,  *•  are 
they  crowned  alrc^ady  ?"  Go  into  the  hundred  $nd  first  Psalm,  ^  He 
crowneth  thee  with  loving^kindness  and  tender  mercies."  1  have 
got  that  crown  every  day,  and  He  is  my  Lord,  and  let  no  man  take 
that  crown.  No,  bieas  His  name,  they  never  shall  nor  the  devil 
either. 

What  more  ?  Kings  have  got  thiones.  And  have  the  Chufch? 
Yes,  blessed  be  God,  we  have.  We  have  *<  a  throne  of  grace ;"  and 
God  ''hath  raised  us  up  together,  and  made  us  sit  together  in 
heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  where  is  Christ?  Upon  a 
throne. 

Kings  reign*  And  in  Christ  we  reign  over  all  our  enemies  ;  we 
feign  over  sm,  we  reign  over  death,  we  reign  over  hell.  We  are 
*^  more  than  conquerors  through  Him  that  loved  us." 

Now  I  must  leave  the  rest  of  the  text,  and  the  whole  of  it,  and  you 
and  me,  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord :  for  it  is  only  by  His  sovereign 
ojperations  in  your  mind  and  mine  in  the  direction  of  our  thoughts, 
that  you  and  I  can  have  holy  communion  and  fellowship  with  Him. 
"  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own 
blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father ; 
to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen«" 
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(  Continued  from  page  209). 

It  often  does  my  sonl  good  to  think  of  the  rich,  free,  unparallelled 
goodness  of  Jesus  in  being  determined  to  face  opposition  from  earth, 
hell,  or  heaven ;  yea,  and  the  stupid  blindess  and  stiflf-necked  op- 
position of  His  eternally  beloved  bride  too.  Lovely  Jesus,  thou 
art  precious  in  all  thy  ways.  Nothing  could  stop  thee ;  the  wedding 
must  and  shall  take  place. 

Grace  was  tbe  first,  grace  is  the  last, 

Of  all  thy  works  and  ways, 
Free  grace  still  holds  thy  people  fast, 

And  grace  shall  have  the  praise. 

B|it  what  is  the  blessed  bottom  of  all  this  ?  For  this  I  love  to  turn 
to  those  everlasting  mines  of  rich  grace  found  in  the  gospel  of  Hosea. 
Do,  beloved,  turn  to  the  first  and  second  chapters.  They  are  indeed, 
very  savoury,  blessed,  and  sweet  After  which  bear  in  mind  ( Hos. 
ii.  1)  that  die  Ammi — my  people — and  the  Ru-hamah — ^having  ob- 
tained mercy — was  the  beloved  wife  of  Jesus  from  eternity  in  the 
everlasting  covenant  of  grace ;  for  it  was  there  and  then  that  she  was 
made  His  people,  and  thtre  and  then  that  she  obtained  mercy ;  and 
this  was  long  before  she  became  the  adulterous,  debased  Lo-ammi — 
not  my  people — and  Lo*ruhamah — not  having  obtained  mercy — ^and 
the  prophet  was  told  to  marry  an  adulterous  woman  in  order  to 
shadow  forth  the  sweet  doctrine  of  electing  erace.  Yes,  my  dear 
brethren,  we  poor  polluted  lumps  of  dust  and  ashes  were  put  away 
in  the  Adam  transgression,  in  justice,  according  to  Deut*  xxiv.  1-4. 
Kindly  refer  to  the  passages,  as  they  are  too  long  to  quote :  and 
then  turn  to  Gal.  iii.  8-17:  ^^  And  the  Scripture  foreseeing  that 
God  would  justif  V  the  heathen  through  faith,  preached  before  the 
gospel  unto  Abraham,  saying.  In  thee  shall  all  nations  be  blessed." 
The  grace,  riches,  and  glory  of  the  gospel  were  preached  and  made 
everlastingly  sure  to  Abraham  and  the  Church  in  him  before  the 
law  had  spoken  one  word  against  her ;  so  that  the  law,  which  was 
430  years  after,  could  not  interfere  with  the  blessing  which  was 
made  eternally  secure  to  the  whole  Church  in  Christ.  The  re- 
covery of  the  Church  from  her  lost  state  in  Adam  was  provided  for 
in  that  covenant  which  is  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure  to  all  the 
seed  of  Christ  Therefore  the  law  with  all  its  denunciations  could 
not  make  the  promise  of  none  eifectj  and  yet  the  curse  entailed 
upon  its  breaches,  must  be  fully  carried  out  upon  the  Church  or 
her  glorious  Head  ;  but  it  is  as  the  poet  sweetly  expresses  it, 
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"  My  breaches  of  the  law  are  His, 
And  His  obedience  mine.'* 

My  soul  rejoices  in  the  mercy  that  the  recovery  of  the  elect  from 
the  Adam  fall  was  as  certain  as  the  blessing  ana  grace  g^ven  them 
in  Christ  in  eternity.  O,  yes,  we  were  named  Ainmi  and  Ru*hamah 
and  blessed  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  Christ  (Eph.  i.  3,  4),  and 
it  was  after  these  sure  mercies  of  our  spiritual  David  were  given  us,  and 
secured  to  us,  that  we  became  through  the  fall  the  polluted  Lo- 
ammi  and  Lo-ruhamah,  without  hope  and  without  God  in  the 
world.  But  O  the  sweet  underbottoming  grace  gone  before ! 
filessed  Jesus,  thou  couldest  not  forget,  thou  couldest  not  forsake 
thy  poor  polluted  and  disgraced,  yet  chosen,  blessed,  and  eternally 
loved,  ones,  with  whom  were  thy  eternal  delights.  Thou  couldest 
not  give  thy  people  up.  No,  thou  hadst  already  betrothed  her  un- 
to thee  ^^in  righteousness  and  in  judgment,  and  in  lovingkindness, 
and  in  mercies ;"  yea,  in  everlasting  faithfulness.  Such  matchless 
love  cannot  be  overcome  by  all  the  floodgates  of  sin,  adultery,  unclean- 
ness,  or  blasphemies ;  nor  can  all  the  floods  of  temptation  drown  it. 
"Many  waters  c^mnot  quench  love,  neither  can  the  floods  drown  it.^' 
0  the  heights  and  depths,  lengths  and  breadths  of  sovereign  grace  ! 
How  sweet  to  consider  that  after  we  have  "  done  evil  things  even  as 
we  could,"  and 'had  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers,  with  sin, 
the  flesh,  the  world,  the  devil,  and  inward  lusts ;  and  would  have 
plunged  both  soul  and  body  into  hell,  yet  He  kindly  says,  ^^  Return 
unto  me ;  for  I  have  redeemed  thee."  Sweet  invitation !  Precious 
mercy.     "  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe  He  is  precious." 

When  the  Spirit  leads  the  mind, 

Holds  Jesus  up  to  view, 
We  trace  His  person,  works,  and  find, 

There's  always  something  new. 

It  is  after  these  sweet  insights  into  the  loving  heart  of  our  most  lovely 
Jesus  that  we  are  enabled  to  draw  near  in  faith  with  some  degree  of 
assurance.  It  is  then  that  our  hearts  are  sprinkled  from  an  evil 
conscience,  and  our  bodies  washed  in  pure  water ;  and  we  are  saved 
from  dead  works,  coming  to  the  throne  of  grace  with  gospel  boldness, 
crying,  «  Abba,  Father,"  "  My  Lord  and  my  God." 

I  feel  what  I  now  write,  and  I  am  sure  that  we  cannot  take  into 
unclean  lips  such  blessed  and  endearing  names  as  these  with  guilt 
on  our  conscience.  I  appeal  to  the  living  children.  Can  you  pro- 
nounce these  sweet,  endearing  names,  such  as.  My  Father,  my  God, 
niy  Saviour,  Rock,  Refuge,  Strength,  and  Salvation,  without  a 
feeling  sense  of  their  blessedness  ?  Nothing  but  a  sight  of  Calvaty , 
a  walk  into  Gethsemane's  garden,  and  a  baptizing  in  love  and  blood, 
^ill  put  into  our  hearts  such  spirit-cheering,  soul-sweetening  terms. 
I  know  it  is  easy  enough  for  natural  professors  to  use   them  how. 
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when,  and  where  they  please ;  but  the  child  of  God  must  have  the 
Spirit  of  adoption  to  cry  Abba,  Father ;  He  must  realize  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  to  say,  ^^  My  Lord  and  my  God ;"  and  he  must  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  the  Holy  One  to  say,  **  My  Beloved  is  mine  ana  1  am 
His:  I. am  my  Beloved's,  and  His  desire  is  toward  me."  It  is  easv 
enough  for  church  goers  to  say  with  the  clerk,  ^'  Our  Father,  whicn 
art  in  heaven,^  but  the  truly  discerning  of  the  living  children  can 
easily  discover  that,  as  a  rule,  it  is  no  better  than  a  pious  lie  irom 
an  impious  heart :  but  for  the  saint  of  God  to  call  God  Father 
without  Christ  i^ows  Himseflf  through  the  lattice,  looking  over  the 
hills  of  guilt,  and  saying,  in  the  almighty  power  of  His  Spirit, 
*^  Fear  not,  I  am  thy  salvation,'*  it  is  simply  impossible.  Such  can- 
not, dare  not«  will  not,  take  such  blessea  words  home  without  the 
witness  within.  Their  cry  is  often  expressed  in  these  words:  '^I 
am  shut  up,  and  cannot  come  forth :  draw  me,  and  I  will  run  after 
thee :  show  me  a  token  for  good.''  I  am  sure  that  when  the  Lord 
shuts  up  a  poor  soul,  no  man  can  open :  and  wheq  He  graciously 
opens,  no  man  can  shut  The  Lord  alone  can  bring  His  children 
out  of  the  prison  house ;  He  only  has  power  to  break  off  their  irons, 
and  let  their  soul  go  free.  They  then  feel  suoh  holy  familiarity 
such  blessed  nearness,  and  such  sweet  access  with  confidence  into 
the  grace  of  adoption,  as  is  indescribable,  unspeakable,  and  full  of 
:lory.  Their  hearts  are  then  all  in  tune,  and  they  enter  into  the 
loiy  of  Holies  with  humble  boldness,  and  can,  by  the  blessed  Spirit 
of  adoption,  claim  every  relationship  with  the  Lord  and  to  the  Ix>rd. 
Indeed  they  find  it  is  not  only  easy,  but  delightfully  pleasant  to 
say,  "  My  dear  Father,  my  precious  Saviour,  my  glorious  Be- 
loved, my  sweetest  Husband,  and  my  nearest  and  dearest  Friend, 
with  such  clear  gospel  tokens,  that  it  is  really  and  truly  heaven  be- 
gun below  with  their  souls.  They  then  cannot  hold  m ;  they  are 
too  full  to  keep  sUent.  I  write  this  fix)m  sweet  experience,  having 
been  many  times  in  this  lonely  place.  It  is  not  enough  at  such 
seasons  to  say,  '^  Our  Father,  our  Saviour,  our  Lord,  and  our  Re- 
deemer," with  the  multitude  of  carnal  professors :  they  must  come 
much  nearer  and  say,  ^^  Afy  Father,  my  Saviour,  my  Lord,  and  my 
God."  The  Lord  takes  out  of  their  mouth  the  common  name  of 
Baalim^  and  enables  them  to  say  most  sweetly  and  most  freely. 

Beloved,  do  you  indeed  know  of  this  blessed  relationship  ?  If  so, 
blessed  art  thou  of  the  Lord ;  and  that  sweet  portion  which  says, 
"Husbands,  lovejyour  wives,"  is  fully  carried  out  by  our  precious  Lord 
Jesus ;  fqr  He  cannot  hate  His  own  flesh,  but  must  both  nourish 
and  cherish  it  (Eph.  v,  29).  For  a  small  moment  He  may  hide  His 
face.;  but  with  everlasting  kindness  He  must  and  will  have  mercy 
on  thee.     There  is  one  place  where  He  will  ever  rest,  and  that 
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place  is  beaulifully  expressed  in  these  words,  ^^  He  will  rest  in  His 
love.'' 


« 


Glory  to  His  sacrtd  nauit; 
Jesu's  Ioto'b  a  constant  flame : 
Hell  may  rsf^  and  sin  conspire, 
All  to  quench  this  heaVitly  fire, 


Still  the  ilamt  Tshement  growSj 
Jesu*s  love  no  measure  knows  ; 
Hills  of  guilt,  like  smoke,  retire, 
Touched  by  this  eternal  fire." 


Now,  I  do  not  expect  any  of  the  poor  hardened^  hypocritical 
Arminians  to  enter  into  or  understand  this  precious  marrow  of  gos- 
pel mercy ;  but  there  are  here  and  there  a  few  of  the  Lord's  scat- 
tered ones  who  will  feelingly  enter  into  and  appreciate  the  things 
^hich  we  are  writing  about.  I  mean  the  Jobs,  Jeremiahs,  Jonahs. 
Peters,  and  Hezekiahs,  not  excluding  that  dear  man  who  penned 
the  7drd  Fsalm,  whose  steps  had  well  nigh  slipped;  who  cleansed 
his  heart  and  washed  bis  hands  in  vain ;  and  who  felt  himself  so 
so  foolish  and  ignorant,  that  he  was  neces^tated  to  confess  that  he 
was  as  a  beast  before  Him.  His  blessed  experience  I  love  to  read. 
These  are  not  bastards,  but  sons.  Their  scoui^d  backs,  sore  feet, 
burdened  shoulders,  and  sorrowful,  yet  cheerful,  countenances,  fully 
show  that  they  have  in  some  measure  had  their  senses  exercised  to 
discern  both  good  and  evil  As  such,  they  are  loved  according  to 
that  sweet  family  portion  which  says,  ^*  whom  the  Lord  loveth,  He 
chasteneth ;"  and  they  are  also  blessed  according  to  another  sweet 
family  portion :  ^^  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chasteneth."  These 
are  my  *'  companions  in  tribulation,"  "  my  fellow  prisoners,"  **  par- 
takers of  my  consolation,"  hope,  joy,  and  peace  of  tne  gospel. 

'^  These  liare  tasted  holy  joy, 

Though  oft  they  have  to  weep : 
These^  too,  haw  scaled  the  mountains  higha 

And  sunk  in  waters  deep." 

These  are  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  whom  no  man  careth 
for,  whom  no  man  aeeketh  after.  These,  with  the  poor  man  who 
fell  among  thieves,  I  truly  love  in  the  Lord.  How  often,  my  dear 
brethren*  do  we  Ifiave  Jerusalepi,  the  city  of  peace,  and  go  down  to 
cursed  Jeridio;  and  O  the  [dunder,  ill-treatment,  aad  wounds  that 
we  get  I  And  here  we  lie  destitute  and  helfdess  until  Jesus  the  good 
Samaritan  and  near  neighbour  comes  to  us,  to  pour  in  the  oil  of 
grace  and  wine  of  consolation,  and  bind  up  our  wounds.  Blessed 
Jesua,  visit  us  again  and  again* 

"  Mere  firequent  let  thy  visits  he. 

Or  let  them  longer  last : 
I  can  do  nothing  without  thee. 

Make  haste,  my  Qod,  make  haste.'* 


{7o  be  continued,) 
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FREE  GRACE  TRIUMPHANT. 


Sons  of  peace,  redeem'd  by  blood, 
Raise  your  songs  to  Zion's  God ; 
Made  from  condemnation  free, 
Grace  triumphant  sing  with  me. 

Caly'ry*s  summit  let  us  trace, 
View  the  heights  and  depths  of  grace , 
Count  the  purple  drops,  and  say, 
Thus  my  sins  were  borne  away, 

Now  no  more  His  wrath  we  dread. 
Vengeance  smote  our  Surety's  head  ; 
Justice  now  demands  no  more, 
He  hath  paid  the  dreadful  score. 

*'  Here  we  saw  the  curse  remov'd, 
Sin  condemned,  and  «inner8  loT*d : 
0  f  how  sweet  to  feel  the  same. 
Passing  tribulation's  flame. 


Sunk  as  in  the  shoreless  flood. 
Lost,  as  in  a  Saviour's  blood, 
Zion,  O  !  how  blest  art  thou. 
Justified  from  all  things  now  ! 

Once  in  yain  this  peace  we  sought 
From  the  law,  but  found  it  not : 
We  at  length  to  Oalv'ry  came, 
Fill'd  with  sorrow,  guilt  and  shame. 

Here  we  stood  at  peace  with  heaTen, 
Found  the  sweets  of  sins  forgiven  ; 
Wept  as  pordon'd  sinners  do, 
Felt  the  blood  of  sprinkling  too. 

Will  our  God  this  peace  rsTeal 
When  our  heart  and  flesh  shall  fail  ? 
Then  well  sing  in  Jordan's  flood. 
Sweet's  the  peace  that's  sealed  by  blood. 

Kebt. 


NO  REAL  GROUND  FOR  FEAR. 


Be  not  fjEUthless,  but  believing. 
Though  the  douds  around  are  dark  : 

By  the  blessed  Spirit's  sealing; 
Thou  art  safe  in  Christ  the  Ark, 

When  the  tempest 
.Makes  thee  tremble  to  embark. 

On  His  covenant  oath  relying. 
Strong  in  spirit  then  you'll  be. 

All  the  powers  of  hell  defying. 
Singing  with  a  holy  glee, 

In  my  Jesus, 
I  am  now  for  ever  free. 

What  He  saith  will  itand  for  ever, 
Although  you  believe  Him  not : 

Cease  to  love  you  1  He  will  never, 
By  Him  cannot  be  forgot ; 

Sins  like  scarlet, 
His«fpning  blood  will  blot. 


Let  not  Satan  keep  you  under, 
When  he  tempts  you  to  believe 

Bonds  of  love  will  snap  asunder, 
Jesus  Christ  will  surely  leave  : 

Our  Bedeemttr 
Never  will  a  soul  deceive. 

Satan  knows,  well  knows;  he's  lost  thee. 
Smile  amidst  his  furious  roar : 

Jesus  Christ  is  round  about  thee^ 
He  will  love  thee  evermore,. 

And  will  safely 
Land  you  on  the  hearenly  shore. 

There  youll  sing  His  matchless  prwses. 
There  youll  shout  aloud  for  joy  ; 

There  youll  bless  the  love  that  raises 
Sinners  to  such  sweet  employ  ; 

And  you'll  crown  Him^ 
Who  did  all  your  foes  destroy. 


A.  W. 
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CHRIST  ALONE  EXALTED. 
Seventy^seventh  Letter, 

THE  REAPER   TO   THE   GLEANER. 

My  DEAR  Ruth, — ^All  health  and  peace  are  yours ;  for  the  God 
of  peace  is  yours  and  you  are  His ;  and  the  knowledge  and  belief  * 
of  this  form  an  unshaken  bulwark  to  the  noble  mind  and  pure 
heart'  The  pure  heart  is  the  cift  of  the  Lord,  that  Christ  may 
dwell  there  by  faith;  and  you  shall  be  instructed  in  the  mystery  of 
Christ,  and  know  Him  as  your  sure  dwelling,  quiet  resting-place, 
and  peaceable  habitation.  This  being  true,  you  are  a  dweller  in 
the  secret-place  of  the  Most  High :  and  it  becomes  you  at  all  times 
to  consider  your  high  standing  m  and  holy  union  to  Him  who  is 
self-existent;  and,  with  the  mind  of  Him,  never  attempt  to  dabble 
with  things  so  far  beneath  your  rank  and  station ;  for  you  are  an 
heir  of  God,  and  joint  heir  with  Christ ;  and  as  you  are  desirous 
of  increasing  manifestations  and  unfoldings  of  His  beauty  and 
glory,  think  how  He  is  most  honoured,  whetlier  it  is  by  pleasing 
you  or  you  pleasing  Him,  by  steadily  living  and  walking  by  faith  in 
Him,  and  trusting  in  Him  at  all  times,  and  that  amidst  all  you  are 
as  a  creature,  and  may  feel  working  in  yourself,  and  the  fiery  darts 
of  the  wicked.  I  know  this  hint  will  not  be  unheeded  by  you.  I 
found  by  your  converse,  as  well  as  by  your  letters,  that  there  is  a 
predominant  desire  reigning  in  your  heart  after  greater  ilnfoldings, 
which  is  a  very  dear  mercy,  and,  as  I  Lave  the  same  desire,  I  go 
on  with  you  desiring,  yet  there  is  one  thing  connected  therewith, 
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and  I  hare  learned  it  by  experienoe,  thatwben  I  seem  to  be 
appointed,  I  haye  been  peevish  and  firetfbl,  and  have  had  evil 
tnoughte  arise  that  my  blessed  Lord  did  not  indulge  me  as  I  needed, 
and  perhaps  yon  have  felt  the  same :  and,  because  <^  our  disap- 
pointment^ we  have  been  sullen ;  bat  I  have  found  this  to  be  seeking 
our  own  pleasure,  and  not  the  glory  of  God;  but  the  blessedness 
appeared  to  be  expressed  by  Paul,  '*  According  to  my  earnest  ex- 
pectation and  my  nope,  that  in  nothing  I  shall  be  ashamed ;  bat 
that  with  all  boldness,  as  always,  so  now  also,  Christ  shall 
be  magnified  in  my  txxiy  whether  it  be  by  life  or  by  death." 
This  is  most  blessed ;  you  can  ponder  it  over,  with  its  connection. 
I  write  in  love  for  edification,  and  as  I  find  a  disposition  to  be 
seeking  ease  and  pleasure  for  myself  and  in  myself,  to  have  in- 
increasing  enjoyment,  instead  of  which  I  have  the  reverse,  I  now 
believe  that  such  proceedings  are  not  in  analogy  with  the  life  and 
walk  of  the  &ith  of  God's  elect ;  for  the  testimony  is,  '*  as  ye  have 
therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  Him." 
Hereby  we  discover  the  simplicity  that  is  in  Christ,  and  so  we  are 
nothing,  and  Christ  is  all  in  alL  Then  follows  the  peculiar  nature 
of  being  believers  in  Him,  with  &ith  and  hope  in  God ;  and,  in 
conjunction  with  these  mercies,  we  by  simple  faith  live  always,  and 
at  all  times  happy  in  the  Lord ;  and  thus  we  honour  the  Lord  with 
our  substance,  which  is  faith,  being  assured  that  He  abideth 
faithful.  He  cannot  deny  Himsel£  As  we  are  joined  to  the  Lord 
'  and  one  Spirit,  He  cannot  deny  us.  This  brings  us  to  notice  the 
blessedness  in  connection  with  receiving  Christ  Jesus,  '^  rooted  and 
built  up  in  Him,  and  stablished  in  the  udth  as  ye  have  been  taught, 
abounding  therein  with  thanksgiving."  Therefore  it  is  most  blessed 
to  understand  this,  and  as  we  live  believing  in  the  Lord,  we  find 
these  truths  as  unalterable  as  their  divine  Author*  Then  what  have 
we  to  trouble  ourselves  about,  seeing  the  whole  is  in  Christ,  and  we 
are  new  creatures  in  Christ,  and  the  eternal  Spirit  declares,  '^Be- 
cause as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world." 

Here  I  pause  with  you  to  adore  and  praise  Him  our  all  in  all. 
It  is  firom  not  recognizing  that  Christ  and  the  Church  are  one,  He 
our  fulness,  and  we  His  fulness,  that  there  are  so  many  sad  mistakes 
made  about  our  warfare,  and  real  experience  arising  fix)m  the 
work  and  ministry  of  the  Spirit,  because  we  belong  to  Christ;  for  I 
believe  that  everything  we  have,  whether  bitter  or  sweet,  is  need- 
ful for  us,  that  God  m  all  things  may  be  glorified  in  the  Church 
by  Christ  Jesus :  therefore  as  we  believe  this,  it  ill  become^  us  to 
murmur,  but  it  is  well  to  ^*  be  content  with  such  things  as  ye  have ; 
for  He  hath  said,  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee."  As  the 
Lord  hath  in  tender  mercy  taught  me  a  little  of  these  things,  I  think 
I  understand  in  pai  t  the  meaning  of  the  Psalmist  who  said,  ^^  If  I  as- 
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cend  up  to  heaven,  thou  art  there ;  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  be- 
hold thou  art  there;"   and  thus   the  Lord  saith,   **I  am  with 
thee  in  all  places  whither  thou  goest."     As  we  receive  these  truths 
in  the  love  of  them,  so  we  find  the  Lord  is  ever  with  us  and  we 
ever  with  Him ;  His  life  is  bound  up  in  us,  and  we  are  bound  up  in 
the  bundle  of  life,  m  and  with  Him,  and  our  privilege  is  to  say,  **  I 
am  persuaded  that  nothing  can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God." 
I  again  say  by  reason  of  this  I  live  happy  in  the  Lord,  who  is  my 
portion,  inheritance  and  possession.     I  can  have  nothing;  more,  1 
seek  nothing  more ;  therefore  what  I  am  in  myself,  what  1  feel,  and 
what  I  experience  in  myself,  are  my  moveable  furniture,  which  in 
bygone  days  were  a  sad  trouble  to  me,  because  I  could  not  make 
them  stable  and  immoveable ;  but  I  now  rest  satisfied  amidst  the 
whole  (though  they  clash  and  make  a  bustle  and  noise)  that  my  Be- 
loved is  mine  and  I  am  His ;  He  cannot  love  me  more,  nor  will 
He  love  me  less.    I  feel  a  pleasure  to  wait  upon  Him,  but  I  am 
more  pleased  that  He  waiteth  to  be  gracious.     I  find  it  blessed  to 
delightmyself  in  Him,  being  assured  He  will  give  me  the  desires 
of  my  heart ;  but  O  the  greatness  of  the  greater  mercy,  that  He 
delighteth  in  me,  and  is  ever  rejoicing  over   me  to  do  me  good, 
with  His  whole  heart  and  whole  soul :  and  I  do  love  to  love  Him, 
but  His  love  to  me  is  the  source,  centre,  and  foundation  of  all  love, 
blessedness,  salvation,  and  glory ;  and,  being  in  Him,  we  live  in  all 
love,  and  "  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in 
him."     <*  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  I"  We  are  rooted  and  grounded 
in  love,  and  by  love ;  for  "  God  is  love ;"  and  there  we  are  separated 
firom  our  first  father  that  sinned,  and  from  sin  and  death,  and  to  us 
there  is  no  condemnation^  being  in  Christ,  who  was  made  the  curse 
of  the  law  for  us,  and  by  whom  we  are   delivered  firom  wrath  to 
come ;  and,  bless  Him,  O  our  souls,  He  will  present  us  faultless 
before  the  presence  of  His  glory  with  exceeding  joy. 

Thus,  my  beloved,  I  have  set  before  you  a  few  truths  that  are 
precious  to  me ;  but  I  do  not  take  them  in  abstractedness  from  Him 
of  whom  we  spoke  when  face  to  face,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  re- 
corded, **  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe  He  is  precious  ;*'  and 
I  still  say,  that  if  the  heart  and  mind,  thoughts  and  afiections, 
were  more  taken  up  with  the  person,  fulness,  suitability,  and  pre- 
ciousness  of  our  most  glorious  Christ,  then  there  would  not  be 
that  murmuring,  bickering,  and  dry  talk  there  is  now!  but  our 
language  in  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God  would  be, 
**  Other  lords  besides  thee  have  had  dominion  over  us,  but  by  thee 
only  will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name  '/*  and  not  only  so ;  but, 
"  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  Rock,  and  let  the  God  of 
my  salvation  be  exalted."  I  add,  that  there  is  a  mistake  made  by 
the  children  about  freedom  and  liberty ;  they  are  striving  to  attain 
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to  it  in  themselves,  and  because  they  cannot  find  it  there,  they  are 
disquieted ;  but  it  is  in  Christ  we  are  free,  and  live  in  liberty ;  and 
I  add  one  word  more,  that  as  our  most  glorious  Lord  is  the  author 
and  finisher  of  faith,  so  all  the  life  and  walk  by  faith  is  the  operation 
of  God,  and  it  worketh  by  love,  and  the  extent  of  faith  is  just  like 
this,  "  Being  fully  assured  that  what  the  Lord  hath  promised.  He 
is  able  also  to  perform."  This  is  a  blessed  position,  and  because  of 
this  I  always  live  happy  in  the  Lord,  and  whatever  is  going  on 
within  or  without,  it  cannot  alter  any  one  blessing,  neither  deprive 
me  of  the  liberty  and  freedom  that  1  have  in  Christ  Jesus,  in  whom 
I  live  in  all  the  fulness  of  eternal  life,  salvation,  and  all  blessedness; 
and  my  unencumbered  desire  is  to  know  more  of  Him. 

Beloved,  I  desire  you  to  join  me  to  praise  and  bless  our  most 
glorious  Lord  and  God  for  His  goodness  and  mercy  toward  me. 
I  had  a  pleasant  journey,  and  reached  my  habitation  at  half-past 
six,  which  was  later  than  expected ;  but  all  was  well.  Bless  the 
Lord,  ()  my  soul,  the  Lord  was  with  me  by  the  way,  and  I  am 
still  well  in  body.  I  hope  the  dear  friends  are  all  well  and  happy 
in  Jesus.  You  will  thank  them  personally  for  me,  and  may  the 
Lord  bless  you  all  for  your  great  kindnesses  unto  me  :  and  I  do 
and  will  bless  the  Lord  on  your  behalf,  and  for  His  mercy  for 
bringing  me  unto  you  to  see  you  once  more  in  the  flesh,  and  also 
for  His  great  mercy  in  giving  me  a  door  of  utterance  to  preach  His 
holy  Word.  I  pray  that  peace,  prosperity,  love,  and  unanimity 
may  reign  in  your  hearts  in  Zion,  and  that  Jesus  may  be  in- 
creasingly precious  unto  you  all.  My  paper  is  too  short  to  mention 
friends  by  name,  you  know  them,  not  forgetting  your  minister. 
Love  to  them  all,  dear  mother,  and  yourself. 

Yours  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  Triggs. 


THE  GLEANER  TO  THE  REAPER. 

Seventy^ghth  Letter, 

Dearly  beloved  in  our  precious  Christ, — My  heart  has  been 
much  longing  to  communicate  with  you,  but  I  feel  such  a  poor  ig- 
norant worm,  and  you  are  so  blessedly  kept  up  in  the  triumph  of 
faith,  amidst  your  many  trials,  that  I  am  not  fit  to  talk  to  you.  But 
yet  I  have  great  cause  to  speak  well  of  my  dear  Lord,  and  testify 
of  His  faithfulness  through  the  many  changing  scenes  of  this  wilder- 
ness life,  and  I  much  long  to  know  more  of  Him  in  the  glories  of 
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His  person,  and  the  love  of  His  heart  Here  I  would  be  contiauall j 
feasting,  and  meditating,  even  while  the  stormy  billows  of  tribu- 
lation roll  over  me ;  but,  alas !  my  heart  is  verv  weak  and  some  - 
times  overwhelmed  within  me.  For  some  while  past  my  bodily 
affliction  has  been  checked  for  a  time,  and  ever  since  that  was 
better,  and  home  has  looked  more  in  the  distance,  my  outward 
matters  have  been  very  trying,  and  one  rough  wind  followed  another 
like  the  messengers  of  Job's  stripping  dispensation.  I  wonder  at 
times  what  it  means,  and  why  it  is.  I  do  not  at  all  question  the 
love  of  my  precious  Lord ;  but  a  great  fear  comes  over  me  lest  I 
am  in  some  way  walking  contrary  to  Him,  and  that  makes  Him 
walk  contrary  to  me ;  and  I  can  heartily  say  with  David,  *'  Search 
me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart ;  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts ; 
and  see  if  any  wicked  way  is  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  ever- 
lasting." It  is  very  bitter  when  I  fear  that  in  some  unknown  way 
I  am  dishonouring  Him  who  has  purchased  me  with  His  own  blood, 
and  who  did  1  know  bear  all  my  sins  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree. 
Am  sure  there  is  for  me  no  rod  of  His  wrath,  my  precious  Husband 
endured  all  the  penal  punishment  for  my  sins ;  but  may  not  out- 
ward trials  be  sent  in  the  way  of  reproof  and  rebuke  ?  Many  such 
thoughts  come  at  times  when  I  see  others  get  on  so  smoothly. 
And  then,  again,  I  think  perhaps  these  very  thoughts  are  more 
walking  in  the  flesh  than  in  the  spirit,  and  that  these  contrary  things 
are  for  the  trial  of  faith,  and  to  keep  me  from  nestling  anywhere 
but  in  the  bosom  of  Jesus ;  and  I  would  rather  walk  in  a  rough 
way,  and  have  sweet  communion  with  Him,  than  have  a  full  out* 
ward  cup,  and  follow  Him  afar  off,  or  feel  strangeness  between  us. 
I  do  want  to  have  my  heart  and  thoughts  wholly  taken  up  with 
Him,  and  often  thint  of  your  unchanging  joy  in  the  Lord.  How 
truly  you  speak  of  its  being  the  highest  act  of  a  believer  to  stand 
still  and  see  the  salvation  of  God.  How  contrary  that  is  to  flesh 
and  blood;  but  it  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  neither  can 
corruption  inherit  incorruption ;  only  that  which  is  born  of  God 
can  receive  the  things  of  God,  and  the  hidden  wisdom  is  revealed 
to  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart ;  but,  really,  the  reasonings  of  the 
flesh  seem  at  times  to  confuse  and  bewilder  the  mind.  I  cannot 
think  how  you  are  always  deaf  to  it,  and  live  in  that  pure  region 
of  health  and  peace  where  the  flesh  is  made  no  account  of,  and 
the  perplexities  of  the  wilderness  disturb  not  the  tranquility.  Do 
write  to  me  about  it  for  the  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith.  And 
how  is  it  so  few  can  receive  the  preaching  of  Christ,  even  the 
living  ones  many  of  them  are  soon  tired,  and  want  to  hear  more  of 
creaturely  feelings  ?  It  often  puzzles  me,  though  I  know  there  is 
a  difference  between  bondage  and  liberty.  I  can  receive  many 
things  now  which  I  could  not  before  Christ  was  revealed  in  me ; 
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but  now  His  exaltation  is  the  promotion  of  my  soul  (Prov  ix.  8), 
and  to  inhale  His  frs^rance  revives  my  weary  spirit.  Surely  His 
precious  body  was  like  the  alabaster  box  of  very  precious  ointment, 
it  was  broken  on  Calvary,  and,  O,  what  odours,  what  sweet  smelling 
savour  has  therefrom  filled  the  house  of  God,  and  perfumed  each 
living  vessel  there  ;  so  that  they  are  unto  God  a  sweet  savour  of 
Christ,  He  being  unto  them  an  odour  of  a  sweet  smell.  The  smell 
of  our  Beloved  is  as  the  smell  of  a  field,  which  the  Lord  hath 
blessed.  Oh !  I  want  it  more  and  more ;  it  is  this  helps  us  on 
through  this  dreary  waste-  His  fragrance.  His  beauty,  His  voice. 
His  love.  His  work,  His  whole  self — ^He  is  the  chiefest  of  all  ten 
thousands,  He  is  altogether  lovely.  I  find  no  fault  at  all  in  Him, 
and,  in  adoring  wonder,  say,  ^^  This  is  my  Beloved,  and  this  is  my 
Friend,  O  ye  daughters  of  Jerusalem." 

How  are  you  going  on  now  ?  Was  grieved  to  hear  of  your  con- 
fusions by  your  last;  the  Lord  send  peace.  Peace  be  within  her 
walls  and  prosperity  within  her  palaces :  and  yet  through  all  the 
turmoils  you  are  not  moved  from  Christ  your  excellency,  or  from 
your  rejoicing  in  Him.  How  I  marvel.  You  see  how  muddy  I 
am,  but  I  have  no  wish  to  cloak  or  dissemble,  though  I  am  ashamed 
of  this  poor  confused  letter,  but  I  may  perhaps  get  a  benefit.  I  shall 
if  the  Lord  bids  you  speak  something  to  clear  my  dim  sight.  How 
is  Mrs.  T.  ?  Does  she,  like  you,  hold  fast  her  confidence  while 
winds  are  contrary  and  waves  run  high  ?  "  He  esalteth  by  His 
power,  none  teacheth  like  Him ;"  **  He  setteth  the  poor  on  hieh 
from  affliction,  and  maketh  him  families  like  a  flock;"  yea,  "for 
the  oppression  of  the  poor,  and  the  sighing  of  the  nee^,"  doth  the 
Lord  arise  and  set  him  in  safety  from  him  that  pu£&th  at  him. 
**  This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  Him,  and  saved  Him 
out  of  all  His  troubles."  He  who  said,  "  I  am  a  worm  and  no  man,'* 
is  now  highly  exalted  at  the  Father's  right  hand;  He  drinketh  of 
the  cup  of  sorrow  and  suffering  no  more ;  He  dieth  no  more ;  death 
hath  no  more  dominion  over  Him ;  and  because  He  liveth,  we  shall 
live  also ;  and  because  the  Head  is  lifled  up  above  His  enemies 
round  about,  the  members  shall  prove  their  enemies  liars,  and  in 
Him  tread  upon  their  high  places.  I  would  be  glad  to  write  to 
you  to  speak  well  of  His  name ;  for  He  hath  known  my  soul  in 
many  adversities ;  but  He  needeth  not  my  poor  service,  or  He 
would  not  lay  His  hand  upon  me  that  I  should  be  thus  dumb  unto 
you,  which  is  not  according  to  my  mind. 

Must  just  send  this  line  of  explanation,  that  you  may  see  how 
it  is,  and  perhaps  the  Lord  may  give  you  a  word  concerning  it. 
My  bodily  health  has  been  much  broken  this  summer  past,  it  is 
better  now ;  but  I  must  shortly  put  off  this  tabernacle,  and  then  I 
shall  be  no  longer  dumb  or  straitened.  Your  sermon  on  justification 
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has  been  mach  blessed  to  me  several  times.  For  that  and  the  othem 
accept  my  sincere  thanks.  Shall  gladly  write  when  the  Lord  of 
the  house  gives  enlargement  that  way ;  but  He  doeth  as  it  seemeth 
good  unto  Him,  giving  none  account  of  His  matters.  I  desire  to 
rest  in  His  will  and  wait  patiently  for  Him,  though  perhaps  this 
very  line  itself  doth  prove  me  perverse  in  the  matter ;  for  why 
Bhould  I  thus  be  meddling  ?  <^  Wherefore  wilt  thou  run,  seeing 
thou  hast  no  tidings  ready  ?"  I  pray  you  to  excuse,  and  my  Lord 
to  forgive  this  wilfulness,  and  if  He  is  pleased  not  again  to  renew  our 
^communications,  or  set  before  me  an  open  door,  it  is  sweet  to  know 
there  is  no  separation ;  for  when  the  Holy  Ghost  knits  together  in 
the  life  and  love  of  Jesus,  union  will  ever  remain,  if  communion 
be  sui^nded.  I  doubt  not  it  is  well  with  you,  because  you  are 
brought  to  dwell  where  the  Lord  hath  commanded  the  blessing, 
even  life  for  evermore ;  and  ^^  whether  Paul,  or  ApoUos,  or  Cephas, 
or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  present,  or  things  to  come, 
all  are  your's,  and  ye  are  Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's."  ^^  The  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  be  with  thy  spirit."    Peace  be  with  you.     Amen* 

I  am  as  having  nothing,  and  yet  possessing  all  things,  and  in  our 
glorious  Immanuel  and  His  precious  love  rest  ever  yours  very 
affectionately, 

Ruth. 


A  FELLOW  LABOURER. 

Mt  dear  brother, — I  was  truly  pleased  to  hear  from  you  once 
again :  but  wish  you  had  told  me  whether  you  are  likely  to  re- 
main in  London ;  lor,  if  so,  I  may  see  you  this  summer.  I  should 
like  you  to  come  down  and  preach  at  my  chapel  by  our  paying 
your  expenses.  I  have  been  very  poorly  smce  I  last  wrote  to  you, 
hardly  able  to  keep  about,  yet  have  fulfilled  my  daily  tasks  with 
the  Lord's  help,  and  have  been  busily  engaged  in  compiling  my 
**  Life  of  Thirty  Years  combined  with  the  Ministry,"  in  which  many 
remarkable  providences  occur,  and  which,  I  trust,  if  brought  out, 
will  be  blessed  to  numbers.  I  have  only  one  *«  Vineyard  "  by  me ; 
but  a  Baptist  minister  in  the  'shires  sent  for  a  dozen  over  two  years 
ago,  and  though  1  have  written  to  him  twice,  I  can  neither  get  the 
books  nor  the  money.  *      I  have  written  to  him  again  to  day, 

♦  This  puts  us  in  mind  of  another  Baptist  minister  to  whom  we  sent  a  dozen  of  your 
"  Vineyards,"  and  many  Volumes  of  the  "  Witness/*  but  he  has  neither  sent  us  the  money 
nor  returned  us  the  books  ;  and,  what  is  even  worse,  he  takes  no  notice  of  a  letter  upon  the 
subject.  He  has  been  written  to  several  times,  but  treats  all  communications  with  silent 
contempt  This  is  the  man  that  we  wrote  and  told  you  was  selling  160  copies  of  the 
"  Witness  "  per  month,  which  when  you  heard,  you  felt  much  cast  down  to  think  that  you 
could  only  diipose  of  about  a  scoie ;  after  which  your  nind  was  eased  with  this  portion  flowing 
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and  hope  if  he  has  any  books  in  hand,  he  will  send  them  immedi* 
ately.  I  also  sent  a  dozen  to  my  cousin  at  Hingham,  all  two  years 
a^o^  and  have  never  heard  from  him.  I  write  to  him  this  day,  pressing 
him  to  send  me  all  the  books  he  has  got,  if  any  remain.  Sorely 
between  the  two  I  shall  not  come  to  the  ground.  Expect  the 
parcel  by  post  in  a  day  or  two.  With  many  thanks  I  acknowledge 
the  6s.  in  stamps.  If  I  should  not  succeed,  will  return  the  stamps* 
I  mean,  if  I  should  not  obtain  another  **  Vineyard,"  but  I  have  no 
doubts  about  this« 

Last  Good  Friday  I  preached  at  Crowfield,  in  Suffolk,  forenoon 
and  afternoon.  I  was  so  poorly  that  I  told  the  good  brother  who 
preaches  there,  I  should  be  no  use  to  him  and  his  people.  He 
said,  **  We  shall  have  a  good  day ;  the  Lord  will  be  among  us;  you 
will  preach  and  be  at  home  in  the  work."  I  thought  with  myself, 
impossible.  In  the  forenoon  the  word  was  much  blessed,  I  felt  a 
union  with  the  friends,  and  in  reading  John  xxi.  my  heart  got 
warmed  up.  In  the  afternoon  I  felt  much  worse,  and  dreaded  the 
time  for  preaching.  I  had  hard  work  to  pass  through  the  crowd 
into  the  pulpit,  and  when  I  got  there,  I  trembled,  and  was  afraid 
to  look  at  the  people.  I  sat  down  and  said,  ^^  Lord,  thou  knowest 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  preach,  I  am  so  unwell."  That  passage 
instantly  dropped  into  my  mind  with  some  sweetness :  **  With  men 
this  is  impossible ;  but  with  God  all  things  are  possible."  Be  it 
spoken  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  our  faithful,  covenant  keeping 
God,  I  was  strengthened  amazingly,  and  we  all  had  ^^  a  feast  of  fat 
things,  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined."  When  I  came  down 
from  the  pulpit,  many  declared  that  it  was  to  them  a  **  time  of  re- 
freshing from  the  presence  of  the  Lojrd."  A  woman  told  me  it  was 
about  14  years  ago  since  I  preached  in  that  pulpit,  that  she  had 
been  in  bondage  for  a  long  time,  that  it  was  under  my  preaching 
her  soul  was  set  at  liberty,  and  that  ever  since  that  time  the  Lord 

into  it :  **  The  last  shall  be  first,  and  the  first  last"  (This  has  proved  true,  well  knowiDg 
that 

"  He  who  whispers  pardoned  sin 
Was  never  known  to  lie." 

If  he  could  not  dispose  of  the  Volumes,  he  might  send  them  back  ;  or,  if  he  did  not  wish  to 
return  them,  he  might  write  to  that  effect  We  expect  better  treatment  than  this  from  the 
world  :  and,  as  a  rule,  we  get  it  The  dozen  "  Vineyards"  that  we  sent  him  we  paid  you 
for  at  the  time,  and,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  neither  the  books  nor  the  money  ^n  ever  be 
forthcoming.  Well,  this  we  would  gladly  overlook,  and  forgive  him  the  debt,  if  he  would 
write  a  line  and  acknowledge  his  inability  to  pay  :  for  we  would  be  the  last  to  press  a 

{>oor  brother.     At  all  times  we  would  rather  ^t»e  than  take  of  the  brethren :  and  we  be* 
ieve  that  the  grace  of  God  inculcates  this  principle. 

We  have  heard  indirectly  that  the  books  are  not  sold ;  therefore  a  friend  has  written 
twice,  and  another  friend  twice,  requesting  him  to  return  them  to  oar  o0ce,  but  neitheir 
of  the  letters  have  been  noticed. — E]>. 
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Jesus  had  been  precious  to  hen  Thus  I  was  helped  again.  O 
how  sweet  is  that  promise,  "My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee,  and 
my  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness,"  Last  Lord's  day  I 
preached  at  Lowestoft,  and  there  I  heard  of  one  that  was  blessed 
under  a  sermon  I  preached  from  the  words,  "  The  trial  of  your 
faith."  God  gives  me  these  encouragements  to  support  me  under 
my  afflictions.  My  dear  wife  is  much  worse  than  ever,  and  can 
hardly  sit  up  at  all  now.  Last  night  I  felt  greatly  cast  down  at 
seeing  her  so  unwell,  but  this  morning  I  feel  a  little  better,  and  I 
trust  she  ib,  though  we  can  hardly  tell.  We  rejoice  to  hear  that 
your  dear  partner  is  much  better.  What  a  mercy  I  To  our  cov- 
enant God  be  all  the  glory.  How  hard  to  believe  "  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good." 

O  that  I  had  the  faith  to  always  lean  upon  the  Lord  be^ 
fore  speaking  as  you  have  done.  Although  I  study,  and  use  every 
means  I  can  to  understand  what  I  announce  from  the  pulpit,  yet  I 
always  find  that  the  more  1  trust  to  God,  and  feel  my  dependance 
upon  Him,  the  better  I  succeed,  both  as  it  respects  myself  and 

hearers. 

When  we  lived  at  Wymondham,  several  years  ago,  we  had  just 
sufh  a  man  at  our  house  as  you  describe.  He  could  talk,  and  no 
mistake !  He  told  us  he  knew  Gadsby,  had  been  a  men^ber  of 
the  church  of  which  he  was  the  pastor,  had  heard  Warburton,  and 
some  others,  all  men  of  truth.  We  entertained  him  at  our  expense 
a  few  days,  though  we  had  hardly  enough  for  ourselves.  At  last  a 
gentlemen  wrote  to  me  to  say  he  had  been  in  prison,  that  he  was 
an  impostor,  and  a  very  bad  sort  of  man.  My  wife  sent  him  off 
immediately,  and  a  few  days  after  we  heard  he  was  in  Norwich 
Castle.  How  much  your  '^  pathway  "  is  like  mine.  My  wife  says 
she  will  not  believe  but  what  this  must  be  the  same  man.  How 
strange !  She  had  a  suspicion  of  this  fellow  a  day  or  two  before  we 
heard  about  him,  and  told  me  she  did  not  fancy  his  manner.  We 
had  also  been  greatly  taken  in  by  anothe  r  during  our  stay  in 
Wymondham.     This  must  be  24  or  26  years  ago. 

May  our  covenant  God  bless  you  and  yours,  and  may  you  be 
very  successful    in    your  great   Master's   work.      So  prays  your 

affectionate  brother, 

B.  Taylor* 


To  me  how  wondrous  kind  ! 

On  me  what  blessings  fall ! 
His  cross  delights  my  mind, 

His  love  transports  my  soul : 
While  on  His  bosom  I  recline, 
He  telLi  me  all  He  has  is  mine' 


Mine,  His  atoning  blood  ! 

And  mine,  His  righteousness  ! 
Mine,  all  the  grace  of  God  I 

And  mine,  the  gospel  peace  ! 
Mine,  every  promise  in  the  word  ! 
And  mine,  the  fulnesfl  of  the  Lord. 
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THE  PATHWAY  OF  "TRUE  LIGHT." 

(  Continued  from  page  239). 

It  was  soon  noticed  that  my  wife  was  in  the  £unily  way,  and  that 
early  in  the  Spring,  and  only  married  the  Christmas  before!  Well, 
to  be  sure,  what  a  shame !     What  a  scandal  and  disgrace !      Now, 
there  was  some   pleasant  talk  and  whispering  among  my  kind 
friends  and  neighbours,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malice  had  come  to  the 
pleasing  conclusion,  that  surely  he  must  have  had  criminal  dealings 
with  her  before  marriage,  and  some  had  told  my  wife  so.      Now, 
this  was  just  what  many  wanted  to  see.     O  what  a  pleasant  fleshly 
feast  was-'coming,  .ad  L  a  short  time  what  rejoicing  ^  the  taberl 
nacles  of  the  unrighteous,     O  this  just  looks  like  what  they  all 
are  !     But  when  gleaning  time  came  in  July,  my  wife  was  expected 
to  be  lightened  every  day  in  the  field,  and  she  told  me  what  was 
said  about  it ;  but  I  knew  more  about  the  matter  than  either  she 
or  they,  and  though  I  said  little,  I  saw  a  deal,  and  could  often  read 
their  nearts  in  their  faces.    Notwithsanding  she  continued  gleaning 
day  after  day,  and  a  nice  bit  of  com  she  got,  which  seemed  to 
nettle  some  in  a  tender  place.    This  gleaned  com  we  found  useful 
when  the  winter  months  came  roun£     Here  I  saw  the  bountiful 
hand  of  kind  providence  with   an  unthankful   heart :  for  I  will 
assure  you  a  thankful  heart  is  His  own  gift.    *^  Of  thine  own  have 
we  given  thee."     **  Every  good  gift  and  e  very  perfect  gift  is  from 
above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights :"  and  He  ofttimes 
bestows  them  upon  the  unthankful;  for  He  maketh  His  sun  to  rise 
on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on 
the  unjust    An  unthankful  heart  is  what  the  people  of  God  often 
feel ;  yes,  they  are  unworthy  of  less  than  the  least  of  His  mercies. 
I  am  sure  it  is  so  with  me ;  and  yet,  though  so  unworthy  in  them- 
selves, they  are  the  objects  and  subjects  of  His  love  and  tender  care. 
He  watches  over  them  for  good;  His  ear  is  open  unto  their  ciy; 
His  eye  is   upon  them  ;    His  hand  is    stretched  out   for  their 
defence :  and   His  language  to  their  persecutors  is,  <^  Touch  not 
mine  anointed,  and  do  my  prophets  no  harm."    Every  step  in  pro- 
vidence or  grace  is  in  covenant  mercy.   He  may  seem  to  favour  the 
wicked,  and  shine  upon  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly,  and  give  them 
**  more  than  heart   could  wish,"  but  they  are  expressly  styled  the 
**  ungodly  who  prosper  in  the  world :"  "  m  the  world,"  only  "  in  the 
world."     No  matter  whether  they  roll  in  filth  with  the  swine,  or 
are  wrapped  up  in  the  garb  of  sanctified  hypocrisy,  it  is  only  '^in 
the  world*"  I  have  ofttimes  found  comfort  in  reading  the  78th  Psa., 
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when  wading  through  poverty,  and  seeing  the  prosperity  of  the  rich 
worldling,  and  mj  poor  motner  would  often  let  this  trouble  her, 
and  my  poor  heart  too  has  felt  all  her  complaints,  and  many  hard 
thoughts  about  my  heavenly  Father's  dealings.  Like  her,  I  have  gone 
through  years  of  poverty  and  privations,  trouble  and  cruel  disappoint* 
ments,  with  that  almost  unbearable  yoke  of  being  continually  in  debt, 
together  with  the  tender  mercies  and  scofis  of  an  unfeeling  world.  I 
write  not  this  in  hopes  of  moving  the  compassionate  bowels  of  mine 
enemies,  but  because  I  believe  there  are  some  of  the  Lord's  hidden 
ones  who  bury  their  lives  on  this  very  account,  and  I  wish  to  tell 
these  poor  and  afflicted  ofthe  Lord's  people  that  they  have  a  fellow- 
traveller  in  their  tribulated  path,  and  not  to  think  it  strange  when 
led  in  paths  not  known.  I  can  truly  feel  for,  and  sympathize  with 
thiem ;  in  my  eyes  they  are  highly  favoured,  have  one  of  the  sweet- 
est marks  of  sonship-— chastizement."  I  can  see  the  difference  between 
the  good  gift  He  gives  unto  the  evil,  and  the  perfect  gifts  He  gives 
His  own  children*  The  one  is  the  '^  Blessing  of  the  Lord  which 
maketh  rich.'*  **  Rich  in  faith :"  the  other  leaves  the  soul  poor, 
naked,  and  eternally  undone ;  and,  in  each  case,  He  acts  as  a  sover- 
eign, and  gives  when  and  where  He  pleases. 

Good  gifts  He  to  the  eril  sends. 

And  ofttimes  gives  them  more ; 
But  perfect  gifts  are  for  His  friends. 

The  hnmble  gospel  poor. 

Well,  time  rolled  on,  week  after  week ;  yea,  and  month  after  month ; 
and  what  then  ?  Why,  in  the  month  of  October  James  Bee  had 
his  first-bom  son  brought  into  the  world,  about  ten  months  after 
marriage.  Dear  me,  what  a  thing  it  is  I  What  a  damper  upon  all 
their  damal  joy!  Well,  of  course,  it  was  a  sad  disappointment  thus 
to  deprive  them  of  such  a  lovely  feast  So  it  happened  that  the 
high  Calvinistical  fornicator  was  once  more  raised  up  in  honourable 
society,  and  could  walk  the  streets  without  shame.  Now,  many  of 
my  hollow-hearted  ftiends  and  neighbours  were  ready  to  give  me 
the  right  hand  of  friendship,  and  I  was  considered  as  good  as  my 
neighbours ;  but,  bless  their  sweet  deceitful  hearts,  they  had  opened 
my  eyes,  and  some  have  not  been  able  to  blind  me  again  to  this 
day.  I  was  now  a  father,  and  my  son  being  a  fine  and  Uvely 
child,  was  admired  by  many,  and  he  took  seven«eights  of  his  poor 
father^s  heart,  much  of  his  time,  and  helped  in  a  measure  to  chase 
my  gloomy  thoughts,  and  what  is  called  religious  melancholy ;  for 
many  clouds  were  gathering  round  my  path^  and  new  enemies  kept 
rising  up ;  and  my  soul  being  mostly  dark  and  barren,  I  was  &r 
from  ^*  the  joys  of  salvation,"  and  did  many  times  call  in  question 
the  salvation  itself.  Here  1  wish  the  people  of  God  to  note,  they 
may  often  lose  the  sensiUe  enjoyment  of  salvation^  but  never  can 
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lose  the  salvation,  which  is  all  found  in  Jesus ;  and  He  alone  in  and 
of  Himself  is  the  salvation ;  but  I  now  believe  much  of  the  ^loom 
and  melancholy  of  religion,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  irreligion, 
comes  from  the  gloomy  regions  of  hell,  throuorh  the  gloomy  heads 
of  legal  preachers,  which  may  often  be  seen  in  the  long  hypocritical 
face,  and  gloomy  visage  when  engaged  in  solemn  mockery  (some- 
times called  prayer) ;  but  real  religion,  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ, 
has  nothing  to  do  with  melancholy.  I  have  since  found  her  ways, 
**  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace."  And  notwith- 
standing nr:y  cursed  propensity,  and  natural  inclination,  to  look  with- 
in, to  consult  flesh  and  blood,  to  lean  upon  an  arm  of  flesh,  groping 
among  shadows,  and  continuously  falling  into  the  beggarly  elements, 
when  by  grace  I  am  a  little  sober-minded,  and  am  enabled  to  view 
these  "things  from  the  right  point,  I  am  Constrained  to  say,  *^  The 
lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleasant  places,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage :" 
and  then  experimental  and  saving  knowledge  is  indeed  pleasant  to 
my  soul ;  and  a  blessed  thing  it  is  to  my  spiritual  eyes  to  behold  our 
all-glorious  Sun  of  Righteousness  in  His  goings  forth  in  love,  in  all 
the  steps  of  grace,  from  the  eternal  settlement,  through  all  the 
"  gracious  words  "  and  meritorious  works  and  deeds  in  time — His 
matchless  beauty,  perfect  work,  and  every  branch  of  His  all-glorious, 
finished  and  eternal  salvation,  all  are  pleasant  to  look  into,  and  to 
meditate  upon.  Spiritual  religion  is  founded  by,  and  in  "  the  good 
pleasure  of  His  will "  (Eph.  i.5),  and  this  good  pleasure  He  will 
surely  fulfil  (2  Thess.  i.  11) ;  yea.  He  will  perform  it  at  His  pleasure 
(Isa.  xliv.  18) ;  and  note,  beloved,  as  it  was,  and  is  "the  Father's  good 
pleasure  to  give  us  the  kingdom  "  (Luke  xii.  32),  this  pleasure  did 
"  prosper  in  the  Saviour's  hand  "  (Isa.  xxxii.  10) ;  and  now  the  good 
w jrk  of  eternal  redemption  being  for  ever  done,  according  to  the 
Father's  good  pleasure,  and  eternal  purpose  of  mercy,  and  the  Son's 
accomplishment  of  that  purpose,  the  eternal  Spirit  will,  according  to 
covenant  engagement,  perform  His  work  or  good  pleasure  in  the 
hearts  of  each  of  the  election  of  grace,  in  the  set  time, "  both  to  will, 
and  do  of  His  good  pleasure  "  (Phil.  ii.  13) :  and  then  being  made 
by  the  grace  of  election,  redemption,  and  efiectual  calling,  what 
we  were  predestinated  unto,  we  become  "  His  blessed  ones,"  being 
made  comely  by  *^  His  comeliness  which  He  has  put  upon  us " 
(Ejpek.  xvi.  14),  and  inwardly  beautiful  by  His  gracious  indwelling 
and  operation  in  our  hearts,  by  virtue  of  which  imputed  and  im- 
parted grace.  He  says  in  tones  of  sweetest  love,  "  Behold,  thou  art 
fair,  my  beloved ;  yea,  pleasant ;"  and  being  found  blessed  and  "  ac- 
cepted in  the  Beloved"  (Eph.  i.  6),  both  person  and  also  the  ofiering. 
He  is  sure  to  "do  good  in  His  good  pleasure  unto  Zion,  and  build 
up  the  walls  of  Jerusalem."  This  house  of  mercy  thus  built  up  with 
lively  stones,  fitted  and  squared  by  the  Spirit's  effectual  teachings 
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and  blessed  with  outward  ornaments  and  inward  beautj,  and  enrich* 
ings  of  grace,  is  the  reason  why  ^'  His  servants  take  pleasure  in  the 
stones,  and  favour  the  dust  thereof."    After  I  have  drunk  freely  of 
the  '^rivers  of  pleasure  at  His  right  hand,"  and  bathed  in  the  sea  of 
eternal  love,  and  agiin  and  again  found  delight  and  pleasure  in 
holy  worship  and  praise,  I  have  again  and  again  fallen  through 
temptation  into  sin  and  uncleanness,  which  have  brought  darkness;, 
deadness,  and  barrenness  into  my  soul,  which  often  causes  my  poor 
heart  to  fret  and  break  out  in  open  rebellion,  when  I  have  found 
myself  shut  up,  robbed  and  wounded,  chastized,  and  filled  with  my 
own  ways,  none  of  which  come  from  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ; 
but  from  the  old  Adam  nature,  the  old  man  of  sin,  the  flesh,  which 
are  all  in  league  with  the  devil.      I  say,  after  this,  to  find  unsought 
for,  unexpectedly  to  feel  a  holy  lift,  a  sweet  drawing  of  heart  unto 
Jesus,  and  to  hear  Him  say,  in  sweet  and  loving  tones,  in  covenant 
mercy,  notwithstanding  all  my  folly,  **  Is  Ephraim  my  d«ar  son  ?  Is 
he  a  pleasant  child  ?  fur  since  I  spake  against  him,   1  do  earnestly 
remember  him  still ;  therefore  my  bowels  are  troubled  for  him ;  I 
will  surely  have  mercy  on  him,  saith  the  Lord  "  (Jer,  xxxi,  20),  how 
lovely  pleasant  it  all  is.      So  you  see,  beloved,  it  is  all  pleasure, 
pleasant^  and  pleasantness,  both  in  the  eternal  planning  of  the  Father, 
according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  His  will ;    the  work  of  the  Son, 
which  pleasiu-e  prospered  in  His  hand ;  and  the  Spirit  who  worketh 
in  the  hearts  of  the  elect,  both  "to  will  and  to  do  of  His  own  good 
pleasure,"  all  His  pleasure.      This   knowledge  is  peculiar  to  the 
chosen  son  and  daughter  of  the   Almighty,  and  "  strangers  cannot 
intermeddle  with  their  joys."    It  is  true,  "The  heart  knoweth  its 
own  bitterness,"  and  this  they  oft;en  feel ;  but  then  it  is  all  its  own, 
all  the  bitterness,  pain,  sorrow,  and  trouble  is  from  ourselves,  the 
flesh,  the  world,  and  the  devil ;  and  it  is  a  sweet  mercy  they  can 
onlv  vex,  harrass,  and  perplex,  at  the  exact  time,  in  the  same  place, 
and  manner,  our  heavenly  Father  hath  appointed,  and  not  one 
moment  sooner,  one  inch  nirther,  or  one  dram  heavier  than  shall 
agree  with  His  good  pleasive.     But  this,  like  many  more  precious 
truths,  is  set  down  for  a  lie  by  all  the  Arminians  and  moderate  Cal- 
vinists,  though  we  are  expressly  told  in  the  Word  that   "  Fire,  and 
hail,  snow  and  vapour,  stormy  wind  fulfilling  His  Word ;"  and  no 
child  of  God  need  wonder  at  this ;  for  such  have  never  been  in  the 
devil's  sieve,  having  no  experience  of  the  fiery  trial,  which  is  to  try 
the  children:  of  "  walking  through  the  fire ;"  of  God's  "contending 
by  fire;"  the  "refiner's  fire;"  the  "revelation by  fire;"  of  "the  fire 
burning  while  musing  on    the  goodness  of  God;"    of  "the    hail 
sweeping  away  the  refuge  of  lies;"  "the  storm;"   and  the  winds  of 
temptation.      As  they  know  nothing  spiritually,  savingly,  or  ex- 
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perimentally  of  these  things,  it  is  no  manrel  they  pnt  them  down  for 
a  lie.  The  Spirit  taught  children  of  God  wonder  not,  because  they 
know  and  feel, 

If  sovereign  grace  did  not  uphold 

Their  feet  in  wisdom's  way, 
Onepuff  from  hell,  I  must  be  bold. 

Would  sweep  them  a!l  away. 

The  pleasure,  peace,  comfort,  and  joy,  are  all  found  in  Jesus,  and  in 
Jesus  only ;  and  our  heavenly  Father,  who  is  called  *'  the  God  of 
consolation,"  has  determined  to  conquer  His  people  by  goodness  and 
mercy.  He  tells  His  beloved  ones  they  have  **done  evil  things 
even  as  they  could,"  only  to  make  the  expression  sweeter,  **yet  re- 
turn unto  me."  Why,  what  melting,  softening,  humbling  heart- 
sweetening,  and  soul-overwhelming  words  they  are  !  This  is  grace, 
*•  and  grace  unto  it,"  grace  aboundmg,  "  where  sin  abounded,  grace 
did  much  more  abound  I"  This  is  "  great  grace,"  "  reigning  grace," 
••  sufficient  grace,"  the  ^^  exceeding  riches  of  grace,"  "  £e  true  grace 
of  God."    Yes,  beloved, 

This  is  grace  o'er  sin  aboundingi 

Who  its  breadth  and  length  can  knowl 
Who  can  find  its  depths  by  sounding. 

Beaching  to  the  deepest  woel 

.  0  what  pleasure, 

Just  to  sip  the  streams  below ! 

Having  now,  with  my  wife  and  child,  a  little  truce  or  cessation  from 
hostilities  withmyneighbours,Iwas  in  worldly  matters  more  happy;  but 
with  regard  to  religion,  I  was  by  no  means  setded,  either  in  judgment, 
conduct,  or  comfort ;  and  I  wish  my  reader  to  know  from  this  time 
to  long  after  I  was  as  unstable  in  most  things  as  water;  sometimes 
bold  as  a  lion,  strong  as  Samson,  and  tall  as  a  cedar ;  then  as  fool- 
ish, weak,  and  unsettled  as  the  wind.  I  found  no  heart,  inclination, 
or  power  to  act,  live,  or  walk  according  to  what  I  knew  to  be  right: 
and  though  I  was  constantly  leaning  on  every  arm  of  flesh,  I  was 
deeply  concerned  in,  and  experimentally  acquainted  with,  these 
portions,  "  The  race  is  not  to  the  swift ;  nor  the  batde  to  the 
strong ;"  "  O  Lord,  1  know  that  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  him- 
self: it  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps :"  "  it  is  not 
of  him  that  willeth  nor  of  him  that  runneth ;  but  of  God  that 
showeth  mercy :"  "  Not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor 
of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God,"  This  I  well  knew,  and  yet  was 
continually  walking,  acting,  and  living  contrary  thereunto,  so 
deep  rooted  were  the  principles  of  Arminianism  in  my  poor  Phari- 
saical nature,  and  very  sure  I  am  that  nothing  short  of  Almighty 
power  can  lifl;  up  a  poor  sinner  from  the  dunghill  of  filth  and 
damnable  lies,  and  make  him  sit  with    the  princes  of  His  people. 
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Nothing  will  bring  back  the  poor  prodigal  until  he  is  starved  out, 
and  come  to  himself,  and  no  one  gives  unto  him,  and  a  desire  is 

Eut  into  his  heart  to  return ;  and  yet,  O  what  a  great  way  off  in 
is  apprehensions,  feelings,  and  expectations  I  No,  nothing  yet 
until  that  loving  look,  soft  compassion,  the  running,  and  falling  on 
the  neck,  and  kissing  of  the  &ther  (Luke  xv.).  Nothing  but  that 
sweet  look  of  Jesus  unto  Peter  would  have  brought  him  back 
weeping  bitterly  (Luke  xxiL  61,  62):  nothing  could  reach  the  poor 
man  who  fell  at  Jericho  until  the  Samaritan  came  near.  But  since 
those  days,  beloved,  I  have  tasted,  telu  known,  and  enjoyed  something 
of  the  power  and  sweetness  of  the  gospel ;  and  now  I  wish  the  living 
in  gospel  Zion  to  notice  what  I  am  about  to  say,  on  two  or  three 
points,  as  it  is  my  recent  experience,  and  I  beheve  the  experience 
more  or  less  of  the  Lord's  people,  as  they  grow  up  into  Cnrist,  or 
as  Peter  expresses  it,  ^^  Grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ'' 

It  is  the  nature  of  true  faith,  to  look  out  of,  or  away,  from,  sin, 
self,  the  flesh,  and  all  its  concomitants  unto  Christ,  ana  to  confide 
and  centre  in  what  Christ  is  made  of  God  unto  us  (see  1  Cor.  L  30). 
This  is  the  true  nature  of  gospel  faith,  whatever  is  felt  of  weakness, 
sinfulness,  or  darkness,  faith  will  have  nothing  to  do  with.  Sarah's 
barren  womb,  Abraham's  old  age,  Isaac's  being  offered  up,  or  a 
thousand  natural  impossibilities,  ai^e  no  impediments  to  faith :  the 
promise,  and  a  ^Uhus  saith  the  Lord,"  is  all  the  ground  fkith  needs 
to  rest  on ;  and  it  is  only  in  proportion  as  we  are  enabled  to  rest 
on  and  in  Christ,  the  substance  of  the  Word  and  promise,  that  we 
have  *^  joy  and  peace  in  believing :"  and  what  faith  sees  in,  and 
fetches  out  of,  Christ,  is  true  and  pure  gospel  obedience,  and  to  this 
obedience  alone  is  the  blessine  promised,  and  all  other  obedience  is 
fleshy,  selfish,  and  devilish.  In  this  sphere  moves  all  the  Arminian 
woikmongers,  firee-willers,  Pharisees,  and  every  shade  of  fleshly 
perfectionists.  The  faith  of  God's  elect  can  only  act  as  the  Lora, 
who  is  the  author  and  finisher,  is  pleased  to  act  upon  it  and  draw 
it  out.  He  alone  gives  the  measure,  strength,  and  exercise  of  faith ; 
and  that  in  a  sovereign  way,  when,  how,  and  where  He  pleases, 
and  at  all  limes  to  the  praise  of  His  glorv.  We  daily  prove  that 
we  cannot  make  one  hair  white  or  blacK,  or  add  a  cubit  to  our 
stature;  neither  can  we  walk  one  inch  in  the  way  of  Christ 
without  help  from  on  high.  The  people  of  God  are  well  assured 
that  all  their  springs  are  in  the  Lord  their  Righteousness. 

When  they  would  mottnt  and  soar  on  high, 

The  Sayiour's  face  to  see, 
8in  holds  them  down»  which  makes  them  ciy, 

"  My  springs  are  all  in  thee." 

{To  be  Continued,) 
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TO  AN  AUSTRALIAN  SISTER. 

My  DEAR  SISTER,  BELOVFD  OF  THE    LoRD, — Gtace,  fflcrcy,  and 

Seace  be  multiplied  unto  you,  from  God  our  Father,  and  our  Lord 
esus  Christ,  m  whom  are  bid  all  the  treasurps  of  wisdom  and 
knowledge,  and  in  whom  we  live  and  have  our  being,  and  in  whom 
we  are  complete,  and  who  hath  presented  us  unto  Himself  a 
glorious  Church,  without  spot  or  blemisL  He,  our  Jesus,  is  the 
Holy  One  of  God ;  yes,  and  He  also  is  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  as 
it  is  written,  "  Thy  Maker  is  thy  Husband,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is 
His  name,  and  thy  Redeemer  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  the  God 
of  the  whole  earth  shall  He  be  called."  He  is  the  high  and  lofity 
One,  who  inhabiteth  eternity,  whose  "  Name  is  Holy.**  **  I  dwell  in 
the  high  and  lofty  place,  with  him  also  that  is  of  a  contrite  and 
humble  spirit,  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive 
the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones. 

Having  received  your  letter  of  of  the  25th  of  July,  I  find  that 
the  same  Lord  Jehovah,  our  God  in  covenant,  is  with  you  the 
same  as  when  in  England  20  years  since ;  no  chan^  with  Him, 
nor  in  Him,  He  is  the  same  Almighty,  who  hath  said  for  the  com- 
fort of  His  people,  "I  am  the  Lord,  I  change  not;  therefore  ye 
sons  of  Jacob  arc  not  consumed;"  "it  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that 
we  are  not  consumed ;"  it  is  because  "  His  compassions  fail  not ; 
they  are  new  every  morning ;  great  is  thy  faithfulnes."  This  is  our 
mercy,  that  our  God  is  faithful  to  His  promises.  "  He  is  in  one 
mind  (saith  Job),  and  none  can  turn  Him ;  and  what  His  soul  de- 
sireth,  even  that  He  doeth ;  for  He  performeth  the  thing  that  is 
appointed  for  me,  and  many  such  things  are  with  Him."  The  Holy 
Ghost  is  very  precious  by  David,  37th  Psalm  :  "  For  such  as  be 
blessed  of  Him  shall  inherit  the  earth,  and  they  that  are  cursed  of 
Him  shall  be  cut  off;  the  steps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the 
Lord,  and  He  delighteth  in  His  way ;  though  he  fall ,  he  shall  not 
utterly  be  cast  down :  for  the  Lord  upholdetb  him  yniti  His  hand  : 
I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old,  yet  have  I  not  seen  the  right- 
eous forsaken,  nor  His  (Christ's)  seed  begging  bread."  Again  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  most  blessed  by  Paul  to  his  son  Timothy :  **  It  is  a 
faithful  saying ;  for  if  we  be  dead  with  Him  (Christ),  we  shall  also 
live  with  Him ;  if  we  suffer,  we  shall  also  reign  with  Him ;  if  we 
deny  Him,  He  also  will  deny  us ;  if  we  believe  not,  yet  (what  a 
mercy  for  usj  He  abideth  faithful.  He  cannot  deny  Himsel£" 
What  a  mercy,  my  sister,  to  be  brought  out  of  death  into  life,  and 
to  be  delivered  from  the  power  of  darkness,  as  the  Holy  Ghost 
saith,  "  Who  hath  delivered  us  from  the  power  of  darkness,  and  hath 
translated  us  into  the  kingdom  of  His  dear  Son,  in  whom  we  (mark) 
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have  redemption  through  His  blood  (the  blood  of  "  Emmanuel, 
God  with  us  "]^  the  forgiveness  of  sins.**    Take  particular  notice  of 
the  following  language :    "  Who  is  the  image  of  the  invisible  God, 
the  first-bom  of  every  creature ;  for  by  Him  were  all  things  created 
(mark),  that  are  in  neaven,  and  that  are  in  earthy  visible  or  in-* 
visible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or 
powers,  all  things  were  created  by  Him,  and  for  Him,  and  He  is 
before  all  things,  and  by  Him  all  things  consist,  and  He  (Jesus 
Christ)  is  the  Head  of  the  body,   the  Church,  who  is  the  be- 
ginning, the  first-born  firom  the  dead,  that  in  all  things  He  might 
nave  the  preeminence ;   for  it  pleased  the  Father,  that  in  mm 
should  all  fiilness  dwell;    and  having  made  peace   through  the 
blood  of  His  cross,  by  Him,  to  reconcile  all  things  unto  Himself; 
by  Him,  I  say,  whether  they  be  things  in  earth,  or  things  in  heaven, 
and  you  (and  what  a  mercy  to  know  ourselves  included  in  the  word 
you)  that  were  some  time  alienated  and  enemies  in  your  mind  by 
wicked  works,  yet  now  hath  He  reconciled,  in  the  body  of  His 
flesh  through  death,  to  present  you  holy  and  unreproveable  in  His 
sight"    We  could  not  appear  before  our  God  in  any  other  way  or 
place,  but  in  Himself^  who  is  the  Lord  our  righteousnes ;    and  by 
this  our  union  with  Himself,  we  stand  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
Him,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  saith  by  Paul,  "  He  (Christ)  was  made  sin 
(not  made  a  sinner)  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin  (what  a  mystery,  but 
so  it  is),  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him ; 
and  our  God  and  Father  saith,  "  I  am  well  pleased  with  you  for 
His  righteousness  sake;"  yea.  He  our  God  hath  said  for  our  comfort, 
**  They  shall  be  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  that  day  when  I 
make  up  my  jewels :  and  I  will  spare  them  as  a  man  spareth  his 
own  son  that  serveth  him."     Again  our  dear  Lord  Jesus  Himself 
saith  to  His  God  and  Father,  and  to  our  God  and  Father,  "  Father, 
I  will  (He  doth  not  come  saying,  "  Father,  shall  I  have  them,  or 
will  it  please  thee  to  let  me  have  them?"  No,  but  sakh,  "  Father,  I 
will"  )    that  they   also  whom  thou  hast  given  me  be  with  me 
where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory,  which  thou  hast  given 
me ;  for  thou  lovedst  me  before  the  foundation  [of  the  world:    and 
in  the  four  foregoing  verses  He  saith,  **  neither  pray  I  for  these 
alone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall  believe  on  me  through  their 
word ;  that  they  all  may  be  one  (take  notice)  as  thou.  Father,  art 
in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  ^mark)  may  be  one  in  us  (all 
one  in  God),  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me, 
and  the  glory  which  thou  gavest  me  I  have  given  them,  that  they 
may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one :  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that 
they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one  (in  Himself,  *  Emmanuel,  God 
with  us  J,  that  the  world  may  know  that  thou  hast  sent  me,  and  hast 
loved  them  as  thou  hast  loved  me."    What  a  mercy,  my  sister,  to 
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be  brought  to  know  our  oneness  of  union  with  our  glorious  Head 
^nd  Husband^  Jesus  Christ  The  Holy  Ghost  enabled  Paul  to 
bow  at  the  footstool  of  God^s  mercyy  to  ask  that  the  &mily  of  God 
might  know  their  standing  in  love  in  union  with  their  Head  Jesus 
Christ,  and  therefore  he  saith,  ^^  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees 
unto  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  the 
whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named,  that  He  would  grant 
you»  according  to  the  riches  of  His  glory,  to  be  strengthened  with 
might  by  His  Spirit  in  the  inner  man  (what  for?),  that  Christ  may 
dwell  (where  ?)  in  your  hearts  by  faith,  that  ye  beins  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehena  with  sJIsaintS)  what 
IS  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height,  and  to  know  the 
love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled  with 
all  the  fulness  of  God/*  What  a  thought,  my  sister,  to  be  filled  with 
all  the  fulness  of  God !  I  am  lost  in  the  thought,  while  I  am 
thus  wrilinff  to  you,  to  think  of  the  lovingkindness  of  the  Lord 
to  me,  sucn  a  poor  worthless  sinner  as  me,  in  delivering  me 
firom  sin,  death,  and  hell,  and  from  the  power  of  darkness,  and 
translating  me  into  the  kingdom  of  His  dear  Son,  and  why 
thus  to  me  ?  Because  the  Lord  loved  me,  as  the  Holy  Ghost 
saith  by  Moses,  '*  For  ye  are  an  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  thy 
God ;  the  Loi:d  thy  God  hath  chosen  you  to  be  a  special  psople 
unto  Himself,  above  all  people  that  are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth ; 
the  Lord  did  not  set  His  love  upon  you,  nor  choose  you  because 
ye  were  more  in  number  than  any  other  people;  for  ye  are  the  fewest 
of  all  people ;  but  because  the  Lord  loved  you,  and  because  He  would 
keep  the  oath  which  He  had  sworn  unto  your  fathers^  hath  the  Lord 
brought  you  out  with  a  mighty  hand,  and  redeemed  you  out  of  the 
house  of  bondage,  from  the  hand  of  Pharoah  king  of  Egypt"  The 
Holy  Ghost  is  very  precious  by  Paul  in  telling  His  famdy  of  their 
deliverance  firom  sm  and  Satan :  '^  But  when  the  fulness  of  the  time 
was  come,  God  sent  forth  His  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the 
law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  law,  that  we  might  receive 
the  adoption  of  sons ;  and  because  ye  are  sons  (not  to  make  you 
sons))  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  His  Son  into  your  hearts, 
crying,  Abba,  Father :  wherefore  thou  art  no  more  a  servant,  but 
a  son,  and  if  a  son,  then  an  heir  of  God,  through  Christ''  God  our 
Father  **ffave  Him  (Christ)  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church, 
which  is  His  body,  the  fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all ;"  and 
what  a  mercy,  my  sister,  to  know  our  adoption  of  God,  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,  witnessing  with  our  spirits  that  we  are  the  children 
of  God;,  and,  with  Paul,  bless  our  God  and  Father  for  all  He  hath 
done  for  us  according  to  His  covenant  love  to  us  in  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ  **  Blessed,"  saith  Paul,  "  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings 
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in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesns,  according  as  He  (oar  God 
and  Father)  nath  chosen  us  in  Him  (Christ)^  befinre  the  foundation 
of  the  world,  that  we  should  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  Him 
in  love,  having  predestinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by 
Jesus  Christ  to  Himself,  accordinff  to  the  good  pleasure  of  His 
will ;  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace  wherem  He  hath  made 
us  accepted  in  the  Beloved." 

The  LfOrd  bless  you  with  the  increase  of  God,  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Jesus  Christy  and  I  hope  these  few  lines  may  be  made  a 
comfort  to  you  in  reading  them,  as  they  have  been  to  me  in  writing 
them ;  then  He  our  God  will  be  glorified  by  us  both,  who  com- 
forteth  His  family  in  all  their  tribulations.  What  a  mercy  to  be 
witnesses  of  His  tender  mercy  from  day  to  day^  as  we  pass  a- 
long  through  this  dreary  wilderness.  The  Holy  Ghost  is  very 
precious  by  Moses,  wherein  He  saith,  <<  For  the  Ix)rd*s  portion  is 
His  people,  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  His  Inheritance :  He  found  him  in 
a  desert  land,  in  the  waste  howling  wilderness ;  He  led  him  about, 
He  instructed  him,  and  kept  him  as  the  apple  of  His  eye."  What 
a  mercy,  my  sister,  our  God  and  Father  saitn  for  our  comfort,  **  He 
that  toucheth  you,  toucheth  the  apple  of  mine  eye.**  The  eye  is 
a  tender  part  of  our  body,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  brings  it  forth  to  His 
family  to  show  how  near  allied  they  are  to  Himself,  the  children  of 
His  love,  in  their  eternal  union  with  His  Beloved  Son,  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ :  and  He  our  Jesus  said  to  His  Father,  **  Thou  hast 
loved  them  as  thou  hast  loved  me ;  and  thou  lovedst  me  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world." 

The  Lord  bless  you,  my  sister,  with  all  knowledge  in  the  mys- 
tery of  Christ,  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal.     Amen. 

Jacob  Tarring. 


»    ■»<! 


A  REVIEW. 

The  Life  and  Estperience  of  the  late  Mr.  Gad  Southall,  Minister 
of  ihe  Gospel^  together  with  an  aceount  of  the  Pamfvl  Illness 
and  Triumphant  Death  of  John,  the  Son  of  Mr.  SouthalL  By 
Henry  Parker%  London :  James  Paul,  Chapter  House  Courts 
Saint  Paul's. 

Wb  are  very  pleased  to  find  that  our  firiend  and  brother  Parker 
has  been  constrained  to  publish  a  MemcHr  of  our  late  brother  South- 
alU  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  tbe  first  edition  has  met  with  a 
rapid  sale ;  for  we  can  assure  those  of  our  readers  who  did  not  know 
Mt«  Southall,  that  this  pamphlet  contains  two  livmg  testimonies 
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from  two  children  of  the  living  God.  The  iltoess  and  triumphant 
death  of  John  Southall  is  very  aflecting.  But  it  is  another  living 
proof  of  what  Almighty  grace  can  do. 

To  each  of  our  readers  we  would  say,  send  for  this  book ;  for 
you  will  not  only  get  refreshment  for  your  soul,  but  will  be  the 
means  of  administering  to  the  necessity  of  the  widow  and  family 
of  our  late  brother,  for  whose  exclusive  benefit  the  work  is 
published. 

Those  of  our  readers  to  whom  we  send  our  periodical  through 
the^  post,  can  have  one  or  more  copies  of  the  work  enclosed  in 
their  next  month's  packet,  if  they  will  kmdly  drop  us  a  line. 


SPIRITUAL  TUITION. 

The  Lord  has  promised  that  all  His  children  shall  be  taught  His 
truth  by  His  own  Spirit,  and  He  has  not  out-promised  Himself; 
for  even  in  this  day  of  religious  light,  which  may  truthfully  be 
termed  gross  darkness,  there  are  a  few  to  be  found  who  know  God's 
truth  by  spiritual  tuition.  But  they  are  few  indeed.  There  are 
thousands  in  Christendom  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the  Word  in 
tibe  letter  of  it,  who  are  perfectly  ignorant  of  its  spiritual  meaning. 
They  build  upon  a  letter  basis,  which  is  only  a  sand-band. 
There  is  nothing  that  they  are  so  ensnared  by  as  the  scriptures  of 
truth,  and  nothing  that  they  stumble  at  so  much  as  the  Bible.  Why 
IS  this  ?  They  are  not  taught  of  the  Lord.  The  same  Lord  who  in- 
spired Apostles  and  Prophets  to  write  must  inspire  the  children  to 
read  what  is  written.  The  bare  grain  of  the  Word  is  not  enough, 
it  must  be  quickened,  and  it  is  the  Spirit  that  quickeneth,  the 
Spirit  who  gives  life.  Whatever  the  Lord  teaches  His  children  is 
according  to  the  Word  written,  but  the  Word  written  never  reaches 
Ac  heart  unless  it  be  spoken  by  tbe  Master  of  assemblies.  His 
Word  is  with  power,  and  as  much  power  now  as  it  was  in  the  days 
of  the  Anostles.  '<  Power  belongeth  unto  God :"  "  all  power  is  in 
my  hand;"  and  "the  words  ^ich  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are 
spirit  and  they  are  life."  None  but  inspured  men  can  read  and 
understand  the  Scriptures :  none  but  blood-bought  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  Lord  know  their  need  of  spiritual  tuition.  These 
lack  wisdom,  and  are  constrained  to  ask  of  God  to  give  them 
spiritual  wisdom,  which  He  will  do  liberally  and  upbraid  not.  The 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  confined  to  the  household  of  feith. 
These  He  le^  into  all  truth,  and   yet  there  is  much  truth  that 
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He  has  not  led  them  inta  He  does  not  merely  inform  their  judg- 
ment, but  drops  the  truth  with  living  power  in  their  hearts.  He 
does  not  allow  them  to  rest  satisfied  with  a  knowledge  of  the  Word 
in  its  literality,  but  He  gives  them  living  desires  to  know  it  ii^  its 
spirituality.  Doctrinal  statements  are  not  enough  for  an  awakened 
child;  for  His  doctrine  must  drop  like  rain^  and  His  speech  distil 
like  dew,  ere  the  spiritual  mind  can  be  satisfied.  The  Word  must 
be  sealed  upon  the  mind,  revealed  in  the  heart,  inspired  in  the 
spirit,  or  there  can  be  no  real  satisfaction  to  the  child  bom  of  God. 
We  are  aware  that  many  say  that  the  written  Word  is  to  be  enough 
for  us,  that  we  are  to  believe  the  Scriptures,  and  that  inspiration 
and  revelation  have  ceased  with  the  Apostles.  This  is  easily  said, 
and  easily  believed  by  natural  men  who  never  knew  their  lost  and 
condemned  state  in  union  to  Adam,  and  their  need  of  an  appli- 
cation of  the  Word  in  the  power  of  God's  Spirit.  These  go  to  the 
bare  letter  of  the  Word,  and  derive  all  their  comfort — if  it  may  be 
called  comfort— from  what  is  therein  stated ;  but  the  child  of  God 
is  well  aware  that  he  can  get  no  comfort,  no  lift  by  the  way,  no 
light  into  the  Scriptures,  no  knowledge  of  the  heart  and  mind  of 
the  Lord  toward  him,  only  as  the  blesssed  Spirit  is  pleased  to  take 
of  the  things  of  Christ  and  show  unto  him.  He  is  well  aware  b^ 
daily  experience  that  all  his  springs  are  in  the  Lord  and  all  his 
fruit  is  from  the  Lord.  He  knows  that  it  is  in  Him  he  lives,  moves, 
and  has  his  spiritual  being.  He  is  well  convinced  that  Christ  is 
not  only  his  life,  but  his  sustenance.  He  is  assured  of  his  entire 
dependance  on  the  Lord  for  everything ;  and  he  is  certain  that 

"  Life's  minutest  circumstance 
Is  order'd  by  the  Lord.*' 

The  diflFerence  between  going  to  the  Word  and  the  Word  coming 
to  him  he  well  knows.  He  is  well  versed  in  the  difference  be- 
tween building  upon  a  letter  basis  and  a  spiritual  foundation. 
Cause  indeed  has  he  to  bless  God  for  not  letting  him  rest  satisfied 
without  realizing  Christ  as  all  his  salvation  and  all  his  desire.  He 
proves  Christ  to  be,  by  spiritual  teaching,  the  Rock  and  his  Rock, 
and  His  work  perfect. 

Job  once  said,  ^^  Who  teacheth  like  Him  T*  and  the  children  in 
our  day  are  necessitated  to  answer.  None ;  for  they  are  well  as- 
sured that  He  alone  caa  teach  to  profit  Many  lessons  are  hard 
to  learn,  very  puzzling,  teasing,  and  perplexing ;  but  when  learnt, 
when  thoroughly  understood,  ^*they  are  all  plain  to  Him  that 
understandeth,  and  right  to  (hem  who  find  knowledge.''  Flesh 
and  blood  meet  with  (£dly  crucifixion  under  the  teaching  of  the 
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Lord,  and  w«  are  necessitated  to  often  say,  ''Not  so,  my 
Father.'* 

«'  Not  so,  my  Father,  oft  we  say. 

This  pain,  this  grief  remove. 
Too  blind  to  fathom  wisdom's  way, 

Or  think  'tis  sent  in  loye/' 

But  the  Lord  still  goes,  on  according  to  His  eternally  arran^d  plan^ 
bringing  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  knew  not,  and  leading  them 
in  paths  that  they  have  not  known,  and  yet  He  makes  darkness  light 
before  them,  and  crooked  things  straight;  and  never  leaves  or  for- 
sakes them.  They  may  often  say  that  the  Lord  has  forsaken  them, 
and  their  God  forgotten  them :  but  they  speak  unadvisedly  with 
their  lips ;  for  He  says,  ^<  O  Israel,  thou  shalt  not  be  for^tten 
of  me.'* 

The  Lord  is  pleased  to  teach  us  that  this  is  not  our  rest,  and  He 
brings  us  to  rest  in  Him  our  glorious  high  Tower  of  strength.  He 
privileges  us  to  lean  all  our  weight  on  Him  our  fieloved,  to  pour 
out  our  heart  before  Him,  to  tell  Him  all  our  bitter  woe,  ana  to 
leave  all  our  concerns  in  His  blessed  hands. 

'*  Therefore  commit  to  Him  thy  way. 

Thy  whole  concerns  before  Him  lay, 

And  He  will  g;aide  thee  right." 

Yes,  child  of  God,  He  will  guide  you  right  The  pathway  may 
assume  a  gloomy  aspect ;  all  may  look  cheerless  to  tne  eye  :  but, 
rest  assured,  your  God  knows  the  way  that  you  take,  and  when  He 
has  tried  you,  He  will  bring  you  forth  as  gold. 

'*  As  gold  firom  the  flame  Hell  bring  thee  at  last 
To  praise  Him  for  all  throngh  which  thou  hast  past; 
Then  love  eyerlasting  thy  grief  shall  repay, 
And  God  from  thine  eyes  wipe  all  sorrows  away.*' 

The  furnace  and  the  flood  are  necessary  for  you  to  pass  throu(rh : 
for  it  is  there  you  prove  the,  heart-love  of  your  best  friend :  it  is 
there  His  bowels  oi  compassion  move  towards  you ;  and  you  prove 
that 

"  Compassion  roDs  from  Him  alone 
Who  no  compassion  found." 

<*  We  have  not  a  High  Priest  who  cannot  be  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  infirmity ;''  but  we  have  one  who  can.  We  have 
one  who  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  unto  His  brethren.  He  was 
made  perfect  through  suffering,  and 

"  He  knows  what  sore  temptations  mean^ 
For  He  has  felt  the  same.** 

His  name  is  still  called  Jesus,  and  He  is  stiU  the  Friend  of  publi- 
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cans  and  sinners.  With  these  He  loves  to  associate ;  from  these 
He  gets  the  glory  due  unto  His  name.  Precious  in  their  hearts 
He  is,  lovely  in  their  sight  He  must  be.  '^  Unto  you,  therefore, 
which  believe  He  is  precious."  To  such  He  is  near  m  the  bond  of 
love  and  ties  of  blood,  and  from  such  He  can  never  turn  away.  He 
may  often  hide  Himself  from  their  view,  but  He  waiteth  that  He 
may  be  gracious.     And 


"  If  frowns  appear  to  veil  His  face, 
And  clonds  surronnd  His  throne* 

He  hides  tiie  purpose  of  His  grace 
To  make  it  better  known. 


And  if  our  dearest  comforts  fidl. 
Before  His  sovereign  will, 

He  never  takes  away  our  all, 
Himself  He  gives  us  still.*' 


This  is  the  blessedness,  child  of  my  God,  '^  Himself  He  gi^es  us 
still."  And  if  He  bestows  Himself,  what  more  can  He  bestow? 
Surely  with  Him  and  in  Him  you  possess  all  things.  And  does 
He  not  say,  and  mean  it  all  too,  '^  All  are  your's  S^  I'o  be  sure  He 
does.  Can  you  have  more  than  all?  Will  He  withhold  one 
good  thing  from  you?  Was  not  the  poet  right  when  he 
wrote — 


Yes,  glory  to  the  name 
Of  our  sin-pardoning  Ood, 

E'en  sin  that  kindled  Tophet's  flame. 
Has  often  work'd  for  good. 

That  thou  dost  nothing  wrong, 

Give  me  the  same  to  see, 
That  I  may  raise  a  sweeter  song 
I        To  thee,  my  Q-od,  to  thee.'* 


"  All  things  shall  work  for  good 

To  those  the  Lord  shall  call. 
Who  stand  redeemed  hy  Jesu's  blood. 

Selected  from  the  £Edl. 

Thousands  this  truth  deny. 

And  thousands  will  object: 
Gan  mortal  evil  e'er,  say  they. 

Prove  good  to  God's  elect  ? 

No,  child  of  God,  He  can  do  nothing  wrong.  You  may  not  see 
the  end  that  your  God  has  in  view,  and  there  is  no  need  that  you 
should ;  for  He  says,  •*  What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now,  but  thou 
shalt  know  hereafter."  It  is  enough  for  you  to  know  that  Christ 
is  your  Lord  and  Master,  that  He  will  lead  you  by  ff  right  way, 
and  that  He  will  see  to  !it  that  no  evil  shall  befall  you,  and  no 
plague  come  nigh  your  dwelling.     Rest  assiured  that 

'*  All  must  come,  and  last,  and  end, 
As  shall  please  your  heavenly  Friend/* 

And  sooner  or  later  you  shall  say,  **  Not  one  thing  has  failed  of  all 
that  the  Lord  God  has  promised."  It  is  indeed  a  right  way  that 
you  are  now  in,  and  no  pathway  would  be  so  suitable.  Give  the 
Lord  credit  for  knowing  better  than  you  what  is  good  for  you. 
Cheer  up,  beloved,  thy  God  is  with  thee ;  He  will  never,  no, 
never,  no,  never  forsake  thee. 

But  is  the  path  Vm  called  to  tread 

The  one  which  all  our  fathers  trod  ? 
Would  not  another  do  instead? 
'*  Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God." 

Indeed  it  is  the  good  old  beaten  path  of  much  tribulation  in  which 
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our  fore-fathers  walked*  They  have  ended  their  long  cu'cuitous 
journey,  and  now  prove  theur  God  their  glory ;  and  so  shall  you, 
beloved.  No  matter  how  many  hindrances  you  meet,  what  obstacles 
stand  in  your  way,  you  can  well  afford  to  take  up  the  language  of 
Paul,  and  say,  **  Nay,  in  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  con- 
querors through  Him  that  loved  us."  Yes,  you  can  indeed  shoat 
"Victory  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb/' 

*'  A  few  more  days,  and  we  shall  rise 
To  take  our  portion  in  the  skies, 
And  sing,  without  a  throbbing  breast, 
All  things  were  order'd  for  the  best/' 

Even  now  we  are  constrained  to  acknowledge  that  He  hath  led 
us  by  a  right  way.  If  we  were  led  in  a  smooth  pathway,  though 
pleasing  to  our  old  carnal  nature,  our  souls  would  not  be  half  so 
much  blest  and  comforted.  The  companionship  of  Jesus  would  not 
be  needed :  the  sympathy  of  Christ  our  High  Priest  w«uld  not  be 
appreciated :  the  heart-love  of  our  best  Beloved  could  not  be  half 
so  highly  prized.     Therefore, 

'*  'Tis  a  right  way,  though  dark  and  rough. 
Mysterious,  yet  'tis  plain  enough." 

Christ  has  not  promised  us  possessions  here,  affluence  in  this 
world,  human  honors  among  dying  mortals,  nor  the  smile  of 
approbation  from  the  false  church.  ^  He  has  lovingly  and  graciously 
promised  us  peace  in  Himself;  but  in  the  world  He  tells  us  we  are 
to  have  tribulation.  The  Holy  Ghost  also  tells  us  by  Paul,  that 
those  who  will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  suffer  persecution; 
but  though  we  are  persecuted  by  men  and  devils,  we  are  not  forsaken 
of  our  God.  Though  cast  down,  by  the  innumerable  evils  that 
compass  us  about,  we  are  not  distroyed  of  the  Lord.  No  ye  blood- 
bought  and  Spirit-taught  children,  ye  are  not  destroyed  of  the  Lord. 
You  are  His  portion,  whatever  mean  views  you  may  have  of  your- 
selves. You  are  His  own  inheritance,  however  insignificant  you 
may  appear  in  your  own  eyes,  and  in  the  eyes  of  others.  Indeed 
you  are  His  purchased  possession,  to  the  praise  of  His  Glory,  how- 
ever tried  in  this  dreary  waste  by  false  friends  and  subtle  foes. 
Cheer  up,  ye  blood-royal  sons  and  daughters  1  "  No  weapon  formed 
against  thee  shall  prosper,  and  every  tonsue  that  riseth  against  thee 
in  judgment,  thou  shalt  condemn."     Well,  then, 

"  Oast  your  eyes  up  to  the  sky. 
Tour  redemption  draweth  nigh." 

The  Lord  is  always  watching  over  you,  and  carefully  attending  to 
you ;  so  that 

*'  What  profit  canst  thou  gain 

By  self-consuming  care  t 
To  Him  commit  thy  cause ;  His  ear 

Attends  the  softest  prayer." 
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THE  WAY  HE  HATH  LED  ME. 

(Continued  from  pag*  224.) 

However  desirable  it  may  be  to  the  fleshly  mind  of  the  Lord's 
children  to  be  in  a  position  to  pay  all  demands  made  upon  them, 
and  at  all  times  to  have  money  to  so  to  market  with,  the  Lord  is 
not  pleased,  as  a  rule,  to  allow  the  old  nature  to  revel  in  so  sreat  a 
luxury,  but  very  wisely  brings  them  into  such  straitened  curcum- 
stancesy  that  they  know  not  what  to  do.  Often  when  I  was  living 
in  Town,  and  was  hard  put  to  it  for  money,  the  Lord  would 
lovingly  and  timely  send  me  the  hand-basket  portion,  which  always 
proved  a  very  seasonable,  suitable,  and  valuable  portion.  One 
night  I  wantea  a  piece  of  meat  for  the  next  day's  dinner,  and  while 
in  Camden  Town  there  were  two  butchers  competing  with  each 
other,  and  selling  their  meat  at  rediculously  low  prices,  when  I 
thought  I  should  like  to  take  advantage  of  the  low  price,  and  take 
a  joint  home  with  me ;  but  not  having  any  money,  I  thought  I 
would  run  into  a  friend's  shop  and  borrow  a  few  snillings  for  the 
purpose,  but  I  was  prevented  by  a  then  unseen  hand.     When  I 

fot  home  my  wife  asked  me  if  I  nad  procured  any  nxeat,  to  which 
answered  no,  not  telling  her  the  cause ;  for  I  rarely  made  known 
my  circumstances  even  to  my  own  wife,  until  the  Lord  appeared, 
and  then  I  felt  a  delight  oi  speaking  of  His  timely  deliverance. 
I  had  been  in  but  a  few  moments  ere  a  basket  came  from  some 
friend  with  poultry,  eggs,  bacon,, 4c.  The  reader  may  understand 
what  a  valuable  basket  it  proved  to  be.     It  was  the  hand-basket 
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portion  from  my  God,  who  did  not  allow  me  to  borrow  money  of  a 
fiiend  to  buy  what  I  really  should  not  need,  well  knowing  that  a 
basket  full  of  provisions  was  on  the  way.  This  is  one  instance 
among  hundreds  that  I  might  enumerate  of  the  mindfulness  of  Him 
who  never  slumbers  or  sleeps. 

On  another  occasion  I  was  similarly  situated,  and  was  prevented 
from  purchasing,  when  a  large  leg  of  mutton  was  sent  to  prove  that 
our  own  covenant  God  has  to  do  with  what  are  called  the  smaller 
affairs  of  life.  One  more  instance  I  will  here  give  of  the  goodness 
of  ray  God  in  supplying  my  need  when  I  had  neither  money  nor 
provision.  Tw/o  pieces  of  meat  were  sent,  with  two  sovereigns 
between  them.  'ITiese  were  most  opportune,  and  called  forth 
gratitude  of  heart  to  the  God  of  all  my  mercies.  One  morning  I 
went  out  much  cast  down  on  account  of  having  no  money,  when 
I  met  a  friend  who  put  a  piece  of  paper  into  my  hands  containing 
two  sovereigns,  s:iymg  that  he  had  carried  them  in  his  pocket  for 
some  time,  but  they  were  not  his,  therefore  I  must  have  them ;  and 
he  seemed  as  pleased  to  get  rid  of  them  as  I  was  to  get  possession 
of  them.  This  fiiend,  when  reading  this,  will  well  remember  it ; 
but  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  so  fi*esh  upon  his  mind  as  it  is  on 
mine.  "  Whoso  is  wise  and  will  observe  these  things,  even  they 
shall  understand  the  lovingkindness  of  the  Lord."  He  who  has 
numbered  the  hairs  of  our  head  in  wisdom,  will  see  to  it  that  all 
our  need  shall  be  supplied ;  and  He  is  not  slack  concerning  His 
promises  as  some  men  count  slackness.  It  is  true  that  He  often 
sees  fit  to  keep  us  waiting,  but  it  is  to  keep  us  watching;  so  that 
His  goodness  is  better  seen,  and  His  love  more  feelingly  acknow- 
ledged. The  Lord  is  determined  to  keep  his  children  dependant 
upon  Himself.  He  will  not  allow  them  to  go  to  the  creature,  and 
lean  upon  the  creature,  without  giving  them  to  prove  that  "  the 
best  of  them  is  a  briar,  and  the  most  upright  sharper  than  a  thorn 
hedge."  He  therefore  says,  "  Trust  in  the  Lord  for  ever ;  for  in 
the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength*" 

1  have  ever  proved  that  when  my  God  has  not  given  me  money 
to  go  to  shop  wiih.  He  has  kindly  sent  me  the  necessary  articles 
without  purchasing,  and  generally  I  have  been  better  off  with  His 
purchases  than  mine  own.  For  instance,  sometimes  a  pair  of  fowls, 
at  other  times  a  pair  of  ducks,  on  other  occasions  a  goose,  and 
occasionally  it  has  been  my  lot  to  have  a  turkey;  whereas  had  the 
Lord  sent  me  money  instead  of  food,  I  should  not  have  indolged 
in  such  luxuries.  So  that  the  Lord  is  the  best  housekeeper  after 
all.  Child  of  God,  trust  Him;  for  He  is  worth  trusting.  Depend 
upcn  it  you  will  never  have  cause  to  regret  placing  implicit  con- 
fidence in  Him  who  "feeds  the  young  ravens  when  they  cry," 
and  who  loves  His  children  far  too  well  to  allow  them  to  starve. 
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I  have  ever  proved  that  when  money   has   been  abundant,   the 
hand-basket  portion  has  been  suspended ;  and  when  the  gold  and 
silver  have  been  lacking,  the  Lord  has  made  it  up  with  the  hand* 
basket:  and  it  seems  somewhat  remarkable,  that  at  this  moment, 
while  writing  upon  the  hand-basket  portion,    the  Lord   has  just 
sent  some  friends  from  the  country  with  a  basketful  of  the  good 
things  of  this  life.    This  puts  us  in  mind  of  a  circumstance  when 
living  in  Town.     We  were  writing  upon  this  Portion:  "Lacked 
ye  anything?  and  they  said,  Nothinff,"    When  insisting  upon  the 
faithfulness  of  God   in  supplying  His  children's  need,  we  were 
called  from  our  writing  desk  to  see  a  friend  who  had  dropped  in, 
when  he  put  a  sovereign  into  our  hand.     Had  he  known  our  posi- 
tion, and  been  looking  over  our  shoulder  while  writing,  he  could 
not  have  made  the  money  fit  better.     But  what  a  mercy  it  is  to 
know  that  our  beloved  Lord,  our  blessed  Jesus,  sends  by  whom  He 
will  send  to  supply  the  need  of  His  children.    Could  we  remember 
the  many  timely  interpositions  of  Hs  kind  hand  that  we  have  ex- 
perienced, we  might  fill    a  folio   volume;    but  we   are   entirely 
dependant  upon  the  Lord  in  bringing  to  our  remembrance  those 
things  which  shall  glorify  Him  and  be  of  benefit  to  His  children. 
^'o  one  knows  the  backwardness  we  feel  in  writing  our  pathway, 
and  yet  whenever  we  sit  down  to  write  things  are  brought  rapidly 
to  the  mind,  and  we  feel  a  great  sweetness  in  recording  the  tender 
mercies  of  our  God  ;  so  that  if  we  were  to  hold  our  peace,  the  very 
stones  would  cry  out     We  often  tell  the  Lord,  in  the  simplicity  of 
our  heart,  that  no  one  upon  this  earth  has  such  a  wonder-working 
God  as  liave  we ;  that  there  is  not  another  of  His  children  who  has 
so  great  cause  to  speak  well  of  His  name  as  we  have;  that  if  we  had 
ten  thousand  tongues  they  should  be  all  used  to  bless  and  praise 
His  great  and  glorious  name;   and  that  when  He   has   lovingly 
brought  us  through  all  the  trying  things  of  time,  and  landed  us  safe 
in  glory,  we  will  sing  His   matchless  praises  to   a  never-ending 
eternity.     Nor  does  He  seem  at  all  ofiended  at  our  simple  breath- 
ings, but  puts  even  more  love  in  our  heart,  shines  even  more  glori- 
ously upon  our  spirit,  draws  even  more  powerfully  with  the  cords 
of  His  tender  mercy,  and  causes  even  more  pleasing  and  delightful 
sensations  to  arise  in  our  mind.     Indeed  we  find  it  good  to  wait 
upon  the  Lord  when  He  lovingly  waits  upon  us :  we  find  it  blessed 
employment  to  speak  well  of  Him  and  to  Him  when  He  speaks  so 
sweetly  to  us.     In  fact,  we  ever  prove  that  our  springs  are  in  Him 
and*  our  fruit  is  from   Him.      But  what   the  poet  says   is  right 
after  all : 

**  Communion  with  our  God  how  sweet ! 
But,  0;  the  hours,  how  few, 
When  wc  can  sit  at  Jesu*s  feet, 
And  foxes  not  pursue  ! ' 
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Ten  thousand  things  will  often  teaze  and  perplex  the  mind  when 
the  soil  would  be  busily  emploj^ed  with  communion  and  fellowship 
with  the  Lord.  "  When  I  would  do  good,"  saith  Paul,  "  evil  is 
present  with  me:"  to  the  truth  of  which  all  the  living  can  subscribe. 
Indeed  each  and  all  have  to  prove,  sooner  or  later,  that  "in  their 
flesh  dwelleth  no  good  thing."  Our  life  and  living  are  entirely  in 
another,  even  in  Jesus  who  is  risen  from  the  dead.  Our  Husband 
is  our  Kinsman  and  Redeemer,  and  our  Father  is  our  Resurrection 
and  Life  (Luke  xx.  36).  Being  "the  children  of  the  Resurrec- 
tion," we  partake  of  the  same  life  and  love  as  our  Parent ;  and  as 
Christ  our  Resurrection  is  beyond  death  and  the  grave,  we  in  Him 
one,  and  with  Him  blest,  and  to  Him  joined,  partake  of  "  the  sure 
mercies  of  David."  Christ  has  triumphed  gloriously  over  all  His 
and  our  enemies ;  so  that  we  in  Him  prove  all  our  enemies  to  be 
found  liars  unto  us.  By  faith  in  Him  we  tread  upon  their  high 
places,  and  by  power  from  Him  we  sing  in  holy  triumph,  **  The 
Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  Rock,  and  let  the  God  of  my  salva- 
tion be  exalted."  No  matter  what  changing  scenes  we  are  called 
to  witness,  what  rough  paths  we  are  brought  to  walk  in,  what 
crooked  things  we  daily  meet  with,  and  what  darkness  of  mind  we 
frequently  experience,  our  God  ever  abides  faithful,  He  cannot 
deny  Himself.  It  is  sweet  and  blessed  to  be  brought  into  the  ex- 
perience of  what  Toplady  wrote  in  the  followiug  verse : 

"  Yet  learn  in  eveiy  state 

To  make  His  will  your  own, 
And  when  the  joys  of  sense  depart, 
To  walk  by  faith  alone.*" 

In  August,  1859,  I  was  called  upon  in  the  Providence  of  God  to 
visit  "Trinity"  Chapel,  Plymouth,  for  four  Sundays,  to  preach  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  in  that  piilpit  occupied  by  the  late 
highly-favoured  servant  of  God  Arthur  Triggs.  *  The  very  day  that 
I  went  down  to  preach  in  his  chapel,  the  Lord  saw  fit  to  take  him 
home  to  glory,  to  see  that  precious  Lord  Jesus  face-to-face  who  had 
been  the  object  and  subject  of  his  ministrations  for  so  many  years. 
Without  limiting  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  1  never  expect  another 
Arthur  Triggs  to  occupy  Trinity  pulpit.  The  history  of  Trinity 
since  his  dry  would  fill  a  folio  volume  of  anything  but  honourable 
proceedings.  It  has  indeed  been  the  scene  of  bitter  contention  and 
unholy  strife.  But  I  forbear  to  enlarge  until  I  come  to  my  removal 
from  London  to  Plymouth. 

The  Lord  gave  me  great  liberty  in  preaching  His  glorious  gospel 
to  His  saints  during  the  month's  visit  to  Plymouth,  and  I  believe 
that  many  of  the  children  had  a  time  of  refreshing  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lord.     It  was  much  impressed  upon  my  mind  that 
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I  should  one  day  occupy  the  pulpit,  although  it  was  upwards  of  two 
years  before  it  was  brought  about.  But  the  Lord's  time  often 
varies  very  much  from  ours.  My  Town  friends  did  not  at  all 
approve  of  my  visiting  the  West;  and  there  was  much  unpleasant 
talt  about  it.  This  is  generally  the  case,  but  why  should  it  be  ? 
Surely  a  servant  of  God  is  to  be  at  His  Lord's  command  and  not 
the  people's.  Wherever  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  send  him  he  must 
go,  and  preach  the  preaching  that  the  Lord  bids  him.  He  cannot 
go  whore  he  pleases,  but  is  entirely  at  the  Lord's  disposal ;  and 
what  the  poet  says  is  strictly  right,  however  wrong  it  may  appear 
to  many  who  judge  according  to  the  appearance,  instead  of  judging 
righteous  judgment : 

*'  If  the  Lord  our  leader  be, 

We  may  follow  without  fear, 
•East  or  west,  by  laud  or  sea, 

Home  with  Him  is  everywhere/' 

How  often  it  is  that  a  servant  of  God  is  much  condemned  by 
those  who  profess  to  believe  that  *'it  is  not  in  man  that  walketh 
to  direct  his  steps,"  on  account  of  his  going  hither  and  thither  to 
preach  the  gospel,  as  though  a  servant  of  God  was  his  own  roaster, 
and  could  go  here  and  there  as  he  thought  proper.  Frequently  are 
the  servants  of  God  censured  for  their  so-called  rambling  dis- 
position, Paul  and  Peter  were  noted  for  roaming.  The  Lord  saw 
fit  to  call  them  here,  send  them  there,  without  consulting  flesh  and 
blood  in  the  matter.  But  He  is  not  allowed  in  our  day  to  be  in 
authority,  saying  to  this  servant  do  this,  and  to  that  do  the  other. 
No,  a  minister  of  God  now  must  not  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Lord, 
but  obey  the  voice  of  the  people.  What  they  say  is  law,  what  the 
Lord  says  is  of  no  consequence  whatever.  Thus  they  make  the 
will  and  way  of  the  Lord  of  none  effect  by  their  perverseness  and 
folly.  None  can  counsel  a  servant  of  God  but  the  Lord  Himself, 
lie  who  anoints  and  appoints  him  to  preach  alone  can  direct  him 
where  to  go  and  when  to  stay.  "  He  must  needs  go  through 
Samaria"  has  had  its  meaning  fully  developed  more  than  once. 
"  He  must  needs  go  through  Samaria"  then^  "  He  must  needs  go 
through  Samaria"  now :  and  He  giveth  no  account  of  His  matters. 
<*  None  can  stay  His  hand,  or  say.  What  doest  thou  ?"  Has  He  a 
vessel  of  mercy  to  bless  through  the  instrmentality  of  one  of  His 
servants,  that  vessel  of  mercy  shall  be  blest  by  that  servant,  and 
that  servant  alone,  though  they  are  at  present  hundreds  of  miles 
apart  The  usefulness  of  each  servant  is  fixed  by  God.  One 
cannot  do  another's  work,  Paul  has  his  hearers,  reter  his,  and 
Timothy  his.  Each  has  a  special  appointment.  Huntington  had 
his  work  assigned  him,  Toplady  his,  and  dear  Triggs  hij?.     Origi- 
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nality  was  stamped  upon  each.  An  imitator  is  no  better  than  an 
ape;  a  chatterer,  not  a  whit  before  a  parrot.  The  husbandman  that 
laboureth  must  first  be  a  partaker  of  the  fruits.  Out  of  the  abun- 
dance of  the  heart  the  mouth  must  speak.  A  messenger  must 
deliver  the  message  that  the  Lord  sends  him  with,  not  with  the 
wisdom  of  words,  but  with  the  ability  that  the  Lord  bestows  upon 
him.  Paul  said  that  if  he  sought  to  please  man  he  should  not  be 
the  servant  of  God,  plainly  showing  that  a  minister  of  the  Lord 
will  have  to  act  just  contrary  to  flesh  and  blood's  dictation.  The 
Lord  says,  "  He  that  hath  my  Word,  let  him  speak  my  Word  faith- 
fully; for  what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat?"  It  becomes  the  stewards 
of  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  to  be  faithful  unlo  death,  arid  the 
Lord  has  promised  them  a  crown  of  life.  They  dare  not  keep  back 
a  part  of  truth  to  please  flesh  and  blood  professors,  but  must  deliver 
it  without  guile  or  garnish,  paint  or  polish.  But  we  live  in  a  day 
when  it  may  be  said  that  truth  is  fallen  hi  our  streets,  and 
equity  cannot  enter.  But  here  and  there  are  to  be  found  faithful 
men  of  God.  Deceived  and  being  deceived  is  the  order  of  the 
times :  ever  learning,  and  never  able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  is  a  true  description  of  modern  Theologians.  The  letter 
of  truth  is  held  by  hundreds,  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Word  is  known  to 
few.  Every  day's  experience  convinces  us  that  "  strait  is  the  gate 
and  narrow  the  way  that  leadcth  into  life,  and  few  there  are  who 
find  it."  But  unto  those  who  fear  His  name  will  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  arise  with  healing  in  His  wings :  and  to  each  of  these 
He  says,  in  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  "  Arise,  shine ;  for  thy  light  is 
come,  and  the  glory  Jehovah  is  risen  upon  thee,:"  *^  Arise,  my  love, 
my  fair  one,  and  come  away." 

"  Should  earthy  with  her  ten-thousand  charms^ 
Invite  thy  soul  to  stay, 
To  thy  Redeemer*8  bleedin;;  arms, 
My  &ir  one,  come  away." 

I  found  on  my  visit  to  Plymouth  that  there  were  many  who  held 
the  name  of  our  late  brother  Triggs  dear.  They  had  heard  the 
Word  from  his  mouth  with  power,  and  had  received  it  not  as  the 
word  of  man,  but  as  the  Word  of  God.  But  on  the  other  hand 
there  were  evidently  very  many  who  had  received  the  man  and  not 
his  Master,  These  could  hear  men  who  were  avowed  enemies  to 
God's  truth.  Had  they  received  the  Word  in  the  power  of  God's 
Spirit,  they  would  have  still  contended  earnestly  for  the  faith  once 
delivered  to  the  saints.  After  walking  in  the  truth,  they  would  not 
have  turned  aside  to  Satan's  lies.  It  has  been  our  lot  to  meet  with 
many  who  have  received  the  messenger,  but  not  his  message ;  the 
servant,  but  not  His  Lord ;  the  letter  of  truth,  but  not  the  spirit. 
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Such  endure  for  awhile  in  a  profession,  and  prove  to  be  Zion's 

worst  foes,  the  Church's  greatest  enemies.    Many  instances  could  I 

give  of  such  characters,  but  I  forbear.     It  is  a  great  mercy  to  be 

taught  the  truth  by  the  Spirit  of  truth,  and  not  be  left  to  the  wisdom 

of  the  flesh,  and  rest  satisfied  with  the  letter  of  the  Word.     "  All 

thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord,"  is  promised  in  God's 

Word,  and  performed  by  His  Spirit,  in  every  elect  vessel  of  mercy. 

To  be  left  to  creature  wisdom  and  natural  understanding  is  one  of 

the  worst  things  that  can  happen  to  Adam's  children ;  for  they  are 

dark  li&;hts  which  have  led  thousands  to  stumble  over  the  simplicity 

of  the  Word  of  truth.     The  Spirit  of  Christ  is  a  light  in  the  Word 

of  the  Lord  and  a  light  in  the  heart  of  the  saint  which  shines 

brighter  and  brighter  unto  Himself  the  perfect  Day,    '*  In  Thy  light 

we  see  light;"  and  Christ  is  our  everlasting  Lignt,  our  God,  and 

our  Glory.     In  looking  unto  Him  we  are  lightened,  and  our  faces 

are  not  ashamed.     We  lift  up  our  head  with  joy,  and  behold  our 

redemption  drawing  nigh.     Like  the  children  of  Israel,  we  have 

light  in  our  dwellings ;  and  we  walk  in  the  light  as  He  is  in  the 

light,  and  have  fellowship  one  with  another.     We  also  enter  into 

the  blessedness  and  sweetness  of  this  dear  portion,  ^'  Light  is  sown 

for  the  righteous,  and  gladness  for  the  upright  in  heart."    The  joy 

of  the  Lord  is  then  our  strength,  and  we  prove  that  "  the  strength 

of  Israel  will  not  lie :"  and  "  though  we  believe  not.  He  abideth 

faithful — He  cannot  deny  Himself." 

Although,  as  I  before  said,  some  found  fault  with  me  for  visiting 
Plymouth,  I  have  no  cause  to  regret  it ;  for  it  was  a  nice  change, 
ancl  I  had  the  presence  of  the  Lord  with  me.  This  is  everything 
to  me  :  and  what  the  poet  sings  is  right : 

**  The  way  I  walk  cannot  be  wrong, 
If  Jesus  be  but  there." 

The  Lord  took  me  there^  together  with  my  wife  and  second  child, 
in  safety ;  blessed  us  while  there,  and  brought  us  back  free  from  all 
harm.  He  that  keepeth  Israel  did  not  slumber  or  sleep.  We  then 
little  thought  what  two  short  years  would  unfold.     But  no  more 

of  this. 

"  My  "  Beulah"  friends  were  glad  to  receive  me  back  safe  and 
sound,  and  hoped  that  my  mind  would  not  be  unsettled  with  my 
visit  to  the  West.  Before  them  I  again  stood,  "preaching  peace 
by  Jesus  Christ — He  is  Lord  of  all."  The  Lord  was  still  very 
gracious  unto  us,  and  "  added  unto  the  Church  daily  such  as  should 
be  saved ;"  some  believed  the  things  that  were  spoken,  and  some 
believed  them  not :"  but  **  as  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal  life 
believed,"  Thus  it  has  ever  been,  and  thus  it  ever  wuU  be,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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A     SERMON. 

The  Fifteenth. 

Preached  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Triggs. 

Beloved,  it  is  no  small  mercy  to  be  worshippers  of  God ;  but  we 
can  never  worship  God  aright,  if  we  do  not  know  something  about 
Him ;  for  all  spiritual  worship  is  out  of  old  Adam.  However  devout 
you  may  appear,  nice  and  pious  you  may  appear,  by  your  coun- 
tenance, it  is  of  no  use ;  spiritual  worship  originates  with  God,  and 
spiritual  worship  in  its  blessedness  is  only  carried  on  by  God; 
spiritual  worship  In  its  consummation  is  to  have  communion  with 
God ;  in  spiritual  worship  every  object  and  subject  sinks,  self  is  out 
of  sight,  sm,  death,  and  the  devil  are  out  of  sight;  aye,  out  of  mind 
and  thought  too ;  for  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  you  to  think  of  two 
subjects  at  once :  and  the  spiritual  mind  is  of  that  nature,  that  it  can 
only  look  at  or  think  of  God  Himself:  not  God  absolute,  but  God 
in  our  nature,  "  Emmanuel,  God  with  us,"  "  in  whom  dwelleth  all 
the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily."  Why,  beloved,  whether  you 
believe  it  or  no,  matters  not ;  but  I  know  in  a  moment  when  I  wor- 
ship God ;  and  I  doubt  not,  many  of  you  know  it  also.  Then  how 
sweet  is  the  language  in  the  hymn  you  have  just  been  singing, 

**  That  in  the  wounds  of  Jesus  slain 
*Ti8  sweet  to  read  the  law.*' 

That  is  not  to  have  a  law  work  in  the  heart.  Will  not  that  do  ? 
No ;  for  the  work  of  the  law  in  a  sinner's  heart  will  almost  drive  him 
mad,  and  it  is  much  to  me,  when  you  had  the  law  working  in  your 
heart,  you  did  not  continually  hear  the  word,  cursed.  But  to  see 
it«  and  read  it  in  the  wounds  of  Jesus  slain,  it  is  to  read  it  in  its 
fulfilment  and  completion,  in  all  its  ramifications,  by  His  obedience, 
and  by  His  blood  shedding ;  so  that  there  is  nothing  now  in  that 
law  but  peace,  and  you  see  nothing  in  the  law,  as  you  read  it  in 
Christ,  but  pardon ;  and  you  see  nothing  in  the  law  as  it  is  in  Christ 
but  the  fiilness  of  the  riches  of  Jehovah's  grace  in  His  kindness 
towards  us  through  Jesus  Christ  It  appears  to  me  that  most  people 
have  no  eyes  to  read  the  law ;  for  if  we  have  the  eye  of  the  under- 
standing enlightened  to  read  the  law,  we  read  the  glory  of  Jehovah 
in  our  salvation ;  yea,  we  read  therein  eveiy  thing  that  is  blessed  ; 
for  all  the  negatives  in  God's  law  are  turnea  into  absolute  positives 
to  God's  people  in  Christ.  If  you  understand  this,  you  will  never 
get  tired  of  reading  the  law,  as  you  read  it  in  Christ,  and  if  you  feel 
inclined  to  stop  reading  your  lesson,  you  will   always  find  at  the 
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end :  "  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness,  to  every  one 
that  believeth."  People  are  uncommonly  afraid,  that  if  they  do  not 
take  care  to  raise  some  restrictions  and  set  up  battlements  about  the 
law,  that  sinners  will  violate  the  law,  and  break  the  law.  But  I 
never  shall  be  a  law  breaker  to  all  eternity.  Why  ?  I  stand  in  the 
law  fulfilling  righteousness  of  our  most  glorious  Christ,  the  law- 
giver, the  law  fulfiller,  **  without  spot,  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing." 
Do  you  understand  this  glorious  gospel?  for  God's  children  read 
gospel  in  the  law,  and  law  in  the  gospel.  How  ?  Because  it  is  in 
Him,  it  is  of  Him,  it  is  through  Him,  and  of  Him  are  all  things,  to 
whom  be  glory  for  ever.  I  now  shall  read  a  text  that  hath  been 
brought  to  my  mind,  and  you  will  find  it  in  the  8th  chapter  of 
Acts,  35  vrs. :  "  Then  Phiup  opened  his  mouth,  and  began  at  the 
same  scripture  and  preached  unto  him,  Jesus."  I  nave  often 
thought,  to  call  it  the  "  Acts  of  the  Apostles"  is  too  low ;  for  if  we 
call  it  that,  it  would  be  only  the  Acts  of  the  creature;  but  if  we  read 
it  according  to  the  original,  it  will  be  quite  different,  for  thus  it 
reads :  "  The  acts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  the  Apostles."  If  we  leave 
out  the  personal  acts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  depend  upon  it,  there  will 
be  nothing  but  death.  If  we  are  not  witnesses  of  His  acts  and  deeds. 
His  operations  and  demonstrations,  our  religion  is  circumscribed  by 
two  words ;  they  are,  the  *'  old  man." 

But  a  few  remarks  before  we  come  to  the  text,  and  I  hope  you 
will  watch  me  a  little  narrowly,  as  I  expect  what  I  shall  say  will 
cause  a  little  uproar  by  those  that  have  nothing  but  experience. 
When  the  apostles  were  scattered  abroad,  they  went  every  where 
preaching  the  Word.  Then  whoever  comes  to  you,  or  whoever  you 
may  hear,  if  he  does  not  preach  the  Word,  God  never  sent  that  man 
to  preach.  This  may  be  considered  a  little  trite  by  some ;  but  I 
speak  as  I  believe,  and  I  speak  as  one  to  whom  Christ  is  precious. 
If  they  don't  preach  Christ,  God  never  sent  them  to  preach. 

Well,  then,  Philip  went  down  to  the  city  of  Samaria,  and  he 
preached  Christ.  Did  he  enquire  after  the  pious  people  ?  No ; 
but  he  preached  Christ,  he  preached  the  Word,  being  sent  and 
anointed  by  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  same  God  that  anointed  all 
the  apostles  and  ministers.  Therefore  the  effects  were  presently 
manifested,  it  was  known  to  be  the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Gnost,  and 
**  there  was  great  joy  in  that  city,"  This  in  one  moment  prompts  a 
question  to  my  heart,  have  I  ever  had  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  by 
His  communicating  God's  Word  in  its  importance  to  my  mind?  If 
I  have,  I  have  no  need  to  ask  my  neighbours  what  they  think  of  it, 
or  what  they  think  of  our  religion ;  for  we  become  living  witnesses 
of  what  God  hath  said  in  His  holy  promise,  "  They  shall  not  teach 
every  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  brother,  saying, 
know  ye  the  Lord  ;*'  but  it  is  as  Paul  blessedly  saith  in  Koms.  viii. : 
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"  For  as  many  ab  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  are  the  sons  of 
God,"  God  always  effects  a  settlement  in  the  mind,  wherever  He 
demonstrates  His  word,  and  He  never  realises  His  Word  but  in  the 
spiritual  mind.  Now  I  would  just  drop  you  a  hiot  Many  will  be 
heard  to  say,  I  was  convinced  under  such  a  man,  under  such  a  ser- 
mon. It  might  be  right,  because  none  but  living  creatures  can  be 
convinced  of  any  thing,  and  if  the  sinner  had  not  been  made  alive 
by  God,  the  Spirit  w juld  never  have  convinced  hiir.  God  is  always 
beforehand  with  His  children ;  He  prepares  the  heart,  and  then  He 
drops  His  Word  into  the  heart;  therefore  do  not  put  it  down  to 
man's  doing.  They  went  everywhere  preaching  the  Word,  preach- 
ing Christ.  I  have  been  travelling  this  week  among  religious  folks, 
who  could  wonderfully  talk  about  their  experience,  and  they  went 
on  at  a  pretty  rate ;  it  was  all  about  w^hat  I  feel,  what  I  believe, 
what  I  think,  what  I  profess,  and  what  sect  I  belong  to ;  it  was 
nothing  but  great  !•  Now  a  man  or  woman  may  have  experience ; 
but  they  must  have  something  above  and  beyond  that :  for  I  have 
often  found  my  experience  to  fail  me.  Mind,  I  am  not  speaking 
s^ainst  experience ;  for  there  can  be  no  vital  godliness  without  ex- 
perience ;  but  I  mean  to  say  this,  if  I  have  nothing  more  to  look  to 
than  my  experience,  nothing  above,  beyond,  or  more  to  me  than 
my  experience,  I  should  be  like  Samson  bereft  of  his  strength. 
What  is  the  mercy  to  have  beyond  experience  ?  To  have  Christ. 
What  more  ?  "  For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ"  Then  whatever  I  may 
experience,  Christ  is  always  the  same  to  me,  and  I  am  always  the 
same  in  Christ  Blessed  be  the  Lord  my  God ;  if  I  had  not  this 
unutterable  mercy  that  endureth,  I  should  not  have  been  here 
this  morning :  the  mind  dark,  God's  Bible  shut,  and  trying,  fool- 
like, to  get  a  text,  last  night  I  read  myself  to  sleep.  The  Lord 
would  not  gratify  my  nonsense,  so  He  would  not  let  me  have  a  text 
until  His  own  time,  and  I  can  now  say  that  the  text  I  have  read 
was  worth  waiting  for ;  but  it  is  no  pleasant  thing  to  flesh  and  blood, 
for  the  Lord  to  have  His  own  wav,  and  to  do  just  as  He  pleases. 
I  would  just  drop  this  hint  It  liath  often  struck  my  mind  with 
astonishment,  that  in  less  than  three  years  after  our  precious  Christ 
met  the  woman  at  the  well,  and  when  so  many  Samaritans  believed, 
that  they  should  have  so  soon  gone  over  to  be  witchery;  yet  when 
we  come  to  analyze  it  by  God's  divine  sovereignty  and  purpose,  we 
then  shall  know  that  had  they  not  been  bewitched,  they  would  not 
have  received  PhiUp's  ministry.  Had  they  not  been  in  that  state, 
under  the  dominion  of  Simon,  a  limb  of  the  devil,  they  never  would 
have  received  precious  deliverance  by  the  ministry  of  the  Word  in 
their  hearts;  so,  instead  of  finding  fault  with  them,  we  see  the 
wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery  manifeeted ;  we  see  the  sovereignty  of 
our  glorious  God  developed;  we  see  how  He  carries  out  His  purpose 
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in  the  accomplishment  of  His  own  glory,  "That  no  flesh  might 
glory  in  His  presence."  Therefore  I  will  not  follow  the  maxim  of 
men,  when  there  hath  been  a  little  warmth  of  heart  and  mind,  and 
a  little  zeal  in  the  conversation,  to  find  fault  with  a  child  of  God, 
because  his  mouth  has  been  stopped,  his  heart  has  grown  cold  and 
indifferent,  and  he  has  staid  away  from  chapel  and  God's  ordinance ; 
or  to  put  in  force  church  order  against  such. 

"Oh,  we  must  look  after  him ;  he  is  walking  very  disorderly;  we 
will  go  and  reprove  him  ;  and  if  he  will  not  behave  better,  we  will 
cut  him  off  from  church  membership,  and  strike  his  name  out  of 
the  book." 

Ah,  beloved,  it  is  not  for  us  to  do  such  things  as  that ;  the  Lord 
only  knows  where  we  should  sink  in  the  flesh,  did  not  God  keep  the 
fire  of  life  burning  by  the  communication  of  the  oil  of  His  Word  to 
our  heart.  **  But,"  say  some,  "  they  ought  to  be  better ;  they  ought 
to  attend."  Well,  I  will  tell  you  what  you  shall  do  by  them,  instead 
of  cutting  them  off,  say  to  them  as  Paul  did  to  the  church  at 
Ephesus  (Acts  xx),  "I  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  Word  of 
His  grace."  Not  cmnmit  you.  Paul  could  not  do  that ;  for  there 
was  only  one  that  could  commit  Himself  to  God,  and  that  was  our 
most  glorious  Christ,  and  He  commits  all  His  members  into  His 
hands.  As  I  am  getting  old,  I  find  it  necessary  from  time  to  time 
to  be  a  little  more  particular  with  God's  Word.  Now  it  never  struck 
my  mind  before,  that  Simon  never  asked  the  apostle  to  communicate 
the  Holy  Ghost  to  him,  he  only  asked  him  to  give  him  power,  that 
he  might  do  as  he  did.  You  here  see  the  man  did  not  feel  his  need 
for  a  reception  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  ministry  of  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  he  only  wanted  power  to  compete  with  God,  and  to  make 
merchandize  of  God's  grace.  "  But,"  saith  Peterj  "  Thou  hast 
neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter."  Do  observe  how  particular  the 
Holy  Ghost  words  it — "in  this  matter."  It  was  very  evident,  he 
was  neither  quickened  of  God,  nor  had  received  the  Holy  Ghost. 

We  will  come  a  little  nearer  the  text.  Philip  was  going  on 
preaching  Christ,  and  John  and  Peter  were  sent  down  from  Jeru- 
salem to  join  him  to  preach  Christ ;  but  observe,  John  and  Peter 
could  do  what  Philip  could  not;  for  you  never  hear  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  given  to  any  one  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  but  by  the 
apostles  themselves.  Timothy  or  Titus  never  did  it,  nor  do  you  read 
that  any  of  the  ministers  that  followed  after  had  that  power  given 
them.  The  apostles  were  the  only  men,  and  when  they  died  and 
were  taken  home,  the  power  ceased  for  ever,  as  did  the  apostolic 
succession ;  for  the  Gentiles  have  not  had  an  apostle  since  the  days 
of  Paul ;  but  we  are  blessed  with  the  mercy  of  knowing  the  truth ; 
for  by  the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  heart,  we  receive  these 
testimonies,  and  we  live  in  and  upon  the  same  subject  that  the  pro- 
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phets  and  the  apostles  did ;  but  we  are  not  anointed  as  they  were, 
nor  have  we  received  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  measure  that  they  did ; 
but  we  receive  Him,  He  instructs  us,  and  He  guides  us  into  all 
truth.  Now,  in  reading  of  the  Apostles,  we  find  they  were  infallible ; 
but  there  is  not  a  minister  of  Christ  now,  but  what  he  is  as  fallible 
as  his  hearers;  and  as  God  instructs  us  in  this,  we  shall  bear  with 
one  another,  the  strong  will  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak. 

We  now>8ee  the  mystery  of  God  about  to  be  opened)  the  eunuch 
had  been  to  Jerusalem  to  worship,  and  ^he  went  up  according  to 
God's  promise;  ^^ Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  their  hand  to 
thee."  He  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  worship,  and  he  did  not  appear 
to  know  what  he  worshipped;  and  he  returned  as  he  went ;  but  it 
altered  nothing  of  the  blessedness  of  his  standing  in  Christ  Jesus; 
and  there  was  something  in  his  mind,  that  he  wanted  to  know  what 
the  prophet  meant ;  and  have  you  not  often  been  brought  to  a  stand 
like  that,  when  looking  into  God's  Word,  what  does  this  mean? 
What  is  God's  mind  on  this  word  ?  I  want  to  know ;  I  want  to  have 
it  developed.  Then  what  is  the  prayer?  "Lord,  teach  me." 
Observe,  that  Philip  never  would  have  thought  to  have  went  to  the 
man,  if  he  had  not  been  bid.  God's  children  are  not  presumptuous, 
they  are  taught  modesty  and  good  behaviour;  they  must  know 
something  about  people  before  they  associate  with  them.  But  saith 
the  angel  Jehovan  to  Philip,  "  Go,  and  join  thyself  to  this  chariot." 
"  This  chariot  f^  God's  heart  and  finger  fixed  on  the  chariot :  it  was 
not  go  join  thyself  to  a  chariot;  but  "  to  this  chariot."  He  specified 
the  very  chariot.  He  went  and  heard  the  man  reading,  and  it  is 
very  evident  he  could  read  the  Hebrew  Scripture ;  or,  if  not,  he 
very  likely  had  the  Septu^^int ;  for  it  was  soon  afterwards  the  lan- 
guage that  God's  glorious  gospel  was  preached  in,  in  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  man  was  reading  in  Esaias  the  prophet,  and  Philip 
said  unto  him,  "  Understandest  thou  what  thou  readest  ?"  It  ar- 
rested the  man  in  a  moment.  "  How  can  I  except  some  man  teach 
me  ?"  What  does  this  carry  out  ?  **  Except  you  be  converted,  and 
become  as  little  children,  you  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven."  Then  observe  the  sweet  effect  of  longing  after  God's  grace 
and  mercy:  "Come  up  and  sit  with  me,"  There  God  brought 
the  eunuch  down  to  Philip,  and  brought  Philip  up  to  the  eunuch ; 
and  the  place  of  scripture  that  he  was  reading,  was  this :  "  He  was 
led  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and,  like  a  sheep  dumb  before  His 
shearers,  so  He  opened  not  His  mouth."  Hath  the  Holy  Ghost 
instructed  you  on  this  important  truth  concerning  Christ  in  His 
humiliation,  and  His  judgment  taken  fiom  Him?  For  you  will 
find  in  the  mock  trial  of  our  most  glorious  Christ,  before  the  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  that  He  never  had  any  judgment  passed  upon  Him ; 
it  was  taken  away,    lie  was  not  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  nation; 
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that  He  might  sink  lower  than  the  lowest  of  His  brethren :  He  was 
not  to  be  heard  in  His  own  cause,  and  they  wondered  that  He  did 
not  speak.  That  was  God's  way:  He  was  not  allowed  even  the  pri- 
vilege granted  to  a  common  felon ;  for  we  never  rea<l  they  stripped 
another  of  his  robe,  nor  do  we  ever  hear  they  made  another  bear  his 
own  cross;  none  but  God  in  our  nature  had  that  dignity  and 
honour  in  the  depths  of  His  humiliation ;  nor  do  we  find  one  that 
was  ever  tried  by  the  Sanhedrim,  or  before  the  Romon  governor, 
was  ever  scourged,  that  ever  had  their  hands  tied,  that  ever  were 
spat  upon,  that  ever  were  mocked,  that  ever  had  a  reed  put  in  their 
hands,  or  ever  had  a  crown  of  thorns  platted  apd  a  purple  robe  put 
on.  No,  none  but  God  in  our  nature*  Beloved,  it  outmatches 
the  feelings  of  my  heart,  when  God  enables  me  to  think  about  my 

Erecious  Lord  Jesus.     If  you  did  really  know  these  things  in  your 
eart,  you  would  be  more  for  Christ  than  you  are  for  your  expe- 
rience. 

"  He  came  forth  from  the  bar  of.  Pilate,  wearing  the  crown  of 
thorns,  and  the  purple  robe,  and  he  saith  to  them,  Behold  the  man." 
Bless  Him,  the  man,  "  Tlie  man  who  is  the  peace,  when  the  Assyrian 
Cometh  into  the  land,'*  and  of  whom  the  prophet  wrote  in  Isa.  xiii.  13 : 
**  I  will  make  a  man  more  precious  than  fine  gold,  even  a  man  than 
the  golden  wedge  of  Ophir."  If  you  have  the  ministry  of  God  the 
Holy  Spirit,  it  is  sure  to  make  Christ  precious  to  you.  There  is 
another  thing  I  must  notice,  you  have  it  just  as  God  turns  it  open 
to  the  mind :  that  there  was  not  a  Roman  soldier  would  have  served 
another  as  he  did  Christ :  and  it  was  intended  that  no  other  should 
have  it ;  for  when  they  came  to  break  His  legs,  they  found  He  was 
dead  already;  but  a  soldier  pierced  His  side,  and  forthwith  came 
blood  and  water.  Now,  that  is  quite  contrary  to  nature,  for  blood 
to  precede  water;  for  according  to  the  knowledge  of  those  who  know 
the  human  frame,  and  whom  I  have  asked,  which  would  be  the 
first  to  come  forth,  they  have  said  water*  How  then  came  blood 
first  ?  It  is  a  mystery ;  but  John  in  writing  tells  us  that  "  This  is  He 
that  came  by  water  and  blood ;  not  by  water  only,  but  by  water  and 
blood."  Now,  just  take  this  hint:  "Forthwith  came  blood  and 
water.**  Here  blood  touched  blood ;  here  is  eternal  redemption  for 
the  Church,  and  "Blood  touched  blood"  in  the  incarnation  and 
death  of  the  Son  of  God :  blood  touched  blood,  and  eternal  redemp- 
tion is  obtained.  I  do  like  for  God  to  read  His  own  Word,  and  to 
give  me  an  understanding  in  it ;  for  there  is  always  a  mystery  in 
Christ;  and  there  is  always  blessedness  in  the  mystery  of  faitn  in 
receiving  Christ,  and  believing  in  Him.  There  is  nothing  notional, 
natural,  or  intellectual  concerning  Him.  Christ  is  the  great  mys- 
tery of  godliness.  All  you  have  received  of  Him  is  a  mystery,  all 
you  know  of  Him  is  a  mystery,  all  your  experience  of  Him  is  a 
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mystery :  so  we  go  on  in  the  mystery  of  Christ,  by  the  mystery  of 
Christ,  in  a  mysterious  union  between  Christ  and  the  Church, 
**  Blood  touched  blood,"  and  thus  we  are  made  nigh  unto  Grod. 

We  now  come  to  notice  another  dear  mercy,  and  that  is  the 
readiness  of  God's  ministers  to  preach  Christ  at  any  time,  and  in  any 
place.  I  have  not  a  doubt  but  thousaods  of  parsons  shut  themselves 
up  yesterday  1o  study  their  sermons  for  to-day,  and  they  bring  them 
before  tieir  people  in  complete  order,  and  all  goes  out  of  the  ceiling 
above,  or  at  the  open  door.  Why  ?  Because  God  never  developed 
it  in  their  hearts,  they  had  it  all  in  their  head.  There  is  that 
readiness  with  God's  taught  children,  that  no  matter  what  they  are 
about,  whether  just  waking  up  out  of  sleep,  or  in  the  dark,  or  in  any 
other  position,  it  matters  not,  as  Paul  wrote  to  Timothy,  **to  be 
instant  in  season  and  out  of  season."  "  O,"  saith  the  parsons,  "  I 
am  out  of  season."  "Be  instant  in  season  and  out  of  season."  I  used 
to  think  when  God  was  working  in  my  mind,  I  had  an  eye  to  what 
they  call  the  sacrament  in  the  Church  of  England,  that  if  I  could 
get  through  the  week's  preparation,  I  should  befit  to  receive  it;  but 
before  I  could  get  to  the  end  of  the  week  the  devil  threw  some 
ol)stacle  in  the  way,  yet  I  was  as  devout  as  any  Pharisee,  and  as 
proud  as  the  devil  and  the  old  man  could  make  me ;  but  when  my 
God  shewed  me  the  difference,  when  I  truly  received  the  bread  and 

Fartook  of  the  cup,  all  hell  was  in  an  uproar,  and  I  really  thought 
was  just  going  into  it;  but,  blessed  be  God,  I  know  I  never 
shall. 

But  to  return,  "  Philip  opened  his  mouth,  and  he  began  at  the 
same  scripture  and  preached  to  him  Jesus."  All  scripture  is  folded 
up  in  that  name,  and  that  name  is  the  fulness  of  all  scripture.  And 
I  never  shall  forget  when  Jesus  was  preached  to  me  the  first  time, 
by  God  the  Holy  Spirit.  A  thought  has  just  arisen  in  the  mind, 
and  that  is  concerning  the  blessedness  of  God's  most  Holy  Word 
concerning  Jesus,  that  when  He  was  talking  to  the  Jews  (John  v.  39) 
He  saith,  "  Search  the  scriptures :"  that  was  the  Old  Testament, 
because  the  New  was  not  then  written.  "  In  them  ye  think  ye  have 
eternel  life,  and  thfey  are  they  which  testify  of  me."  Now,  there  is 
always  a  peculiar  feature  of  blessedness  to  my  mind,  that  read 
where  T  may  in  God's  book,  if  T  cannot  see  the  import  of  it  I  know 
it  testifies  of  Jesus,  and  I  feel  satisfied  I  am  reading  about  Uim ;  for 
if  you  observe  concf^rning  the  Old  Testament,  Jesus  begins  and 
Jesus  ends  it;  Jesus  runs  through  the  whole  of  it;  for  observe, 
Moses  writes  of  Him :  "In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth."  He  here  speaks  of  Jesus,  the  Creator.  Then  look 
at  the  last  chapter  of  Malacbi,  and  at  the  2nd  verse  we  have  Him 
sweetly  testified  of  as  the  Mediator,  and  such  a  glorious  promise  in 
conjunction  with  Him,  that   I  am    sure  we   cannot  overtook  it; 
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namely,  "  Unto  you  therefore  that  fear  (or  love)  my  name,  shall  the 
Sun  of  Righteousness  arise  with  healing  in  His  wings,  and  ye  shall 
f^o  forth  and  grow  up  as  calvos  of  the  stall."  Now,  take  the  last 
verse  but  one,  concerning  the  Messenger  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
pointing  to  John  that  was  to  come,  to  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers 
to  the  children,  and  the  children  to  their  fathers.  There  John  the 
messenger  was  testified  of,  and  where  the  prophet  Malachi  ended, 
there  Jolin  begaii ;  and  where  John  ended,  there  Christ  began;  and 
where  Christ  ended,  theVe  the  Holy  Ghost  began,  and  his  people,  the 
Church,  are  by  Him  taught  the  glorious  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
And  if  we  look  into  the  New  Testament,  it  is  exactly  the  same^ 
Christ  the  Alpha  and  Omega ;  yet  the  dear  children  of  God  puzzle 
and  perplex  themselves,  saying,  I  cannot  understand  this  and  that. 
Ask  the  Lord  to  make  it  plain,  and  He  \a  ill  do  it.  Matthew  in  his 
book  begins — "The  book  of  the  generation  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son 
of  David,  the  Son  of  Abraham/'  And  when  the  angel  spoke  to 
Joseph  about  this  Mighty  Him,  he  was  astonished  at  the  message, 
for  the  angel  told  him — "  Thou  shalt  call  His  name  Jesus ;  for  He 
shall  save  His  people  from  their  sins,"  No,  saith  the  parscms,  it  is 
not  done  yet  But  Jesus  said,  "  It  is  finished."  Who  are  we  to 
believe,  God  or  men  ?  Why,  God,  say  you.  Some  may  say  how  can 
it  be?  God's  children  are  believers  in  what  God  has  said,  no 
matter  how  foreign  it  may  appear  to  our  natural  conceptions,  we 
believe  it,  because  God  hath  spoken  it,  and  He  never  tells  lies. 
"He  shall  save  His  people  from  their  sins."  Hath  He  done  it? 
He  has :  then  there  is  no  more  sin  to  save  them  from ;  for  He  hath 
either  saved  us  from  our  sins,  or  we  are  still  in  our  sins;  and  there 
is  no  n:ore  sacrifice  for  sin.  We  believe  in  Christ  to  the  saving  of 
the  soul,  and  we  are  as  much  saved  from  sin  now  as  we  shall  be  to 
all  eternity;  but  we  are  not  saved  from  the  feeling  of  it  in  the  flesh. 
Ah,  say  you,  it  makes  me  so  unhappy  what  I  feel  in  the  flesh. 
Bless  Goa  for  it.  I  would  make  this  remark^  it  is  here  you  make 
such  mistakes  about  matters.  How  ?  From  your  feelings,  you  begin 
to  think  yon  are  in  a  state  of  condemnation,  instead  of  it  being  the 
motions  of  sin  bringing  you  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin,  which 
is  in  your  members,  whefeby  you  cry  from  your  hearts,  "  O  wretched 
man  that  I  am  I"  "  J  Jut  there  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation:" 
there  is  no  sin  to  a  child  of  God,  sin  is  a  complete  nonentity  :  we 
are  saved  from  sm.  And  let  me  tell  you,  you  will  never  live  nappy 
until  you  really  believte  it,  from  God  communicating  it  to  your  heart. 
Although  we  live  in  the  midst  of  evil,  (as  said  Solomon)  yet  no  evil 
can  befal  us ;  for  we  live  every  day  in  ourselves,  sinners ;  yet  we  live 
free  from  sin  before  God.  We  were  once  dead  in  trespasses  and  in 
sin,  but  being  quickened,  we  have  the  feeling  as  if  subject  to  it,  as 
every  man  and  woman  by  nature  is ;  but  we  live  in  a  new  life  vrith 
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God;  we  live  not  in  the  flesh,  but  out  of  it ;  we  live  in  tlie  Spirif, 
so  we  live  in  God  and  God  in  us.     When  God  opens  this  secret  to 
you,  you  will  talk  well,  walk  well,  and  preach  well.     Beloved,  here 
stamis  the  glorious  mercy,   "In  nie;  that  is,  in  my  flesh,  there 
dwelleth  no  good  thing."     I  would  not  have  it  altered  if  1  could, 
and  God  never  intended  it  should  be ;  but  we  dwell  in  God,  in 
oneness  with  Christ.     Then  no  sin,  guilt,  wrath,  or  death  can  touch 
us  there.    Why  ?     "  Because  I  live  (saith  Christ)  ye  shall  live  also." 
I  want  your  heart  and  mind  to  be  taken  up  with  Christ,  and  what 
it  is  to  be  in  Him,  and  how  we  stand  in  Him,  believers  in  Him  and 
members  of  Him ;  for  as  such  we  have  no  more  sin  belonging  to  us 
than  Christ  hath.     He  put  it  away  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself. 
"And  thou  shalt  call  His  name  Jesus;  for  He  shall  save  His  people 
from  their  sins."   This  was  the  first  text  God  preached  in  my  heart, 
and  it  made  eternal  election  dear  to  me.     How?     "His  people." 
I  had  been  quarrelling  about  it  before ;  but  I  will  not  stop  to  talk 
of  that  now ;  but  I  can  assure  you  that  ever  since  I  have  loved  it, 
although  I  always  find  it  humbles  me,  yet  I  always  live  and  walk  in 
the  fulness  of  it,  and  which  God  intended  1  should  walk  in ;  there- 
fore how  blessed  it  is — His  people,  and  they  are  saved  from  their 
sins.    How  could  you  go  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  if  you  thought 
you  had  sin  standing  between  you  and  your  God  ?    I  must  be  a  little 
particular  here.     Look  at  the  prodigal,  and  that  poor  man,  who  was 
a  sinner,  and  he  smote  upcn  his  breast,  and  said,  "  God,  be  merciful 
to  me  a  sinner."     The  poor  prodigal,  according  to  his  calculation, 
thought  there  was  something  between  him  and  his  father,  yet  he 
resolved,  at  last,  to  "Arise  and  go  to  my  father."    That  was  a  good 
resolution.     "And  I  will  say  to  him  (here  comes  the  particular 
thins  that  he  raised  up,  and  what  he  thought  existed  bet\veen  him 
and  his  father)  "I  have  sinned."     Ah,  poor  sinner,  there  you  are. 
Yes,  says  one,  that  is  the  very  thing.     I  thought  we  should  meet 
here.     "  I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  in  my  sight."     God  al- 
ways makes  a  man  honest  in  a  moment.    Do  you  know  anything  of 
this  heart  exercise  ?     But  not  to  stop  there ;  but  to  have  a  counter- 
balancing mercy.     What  is  it  ?     "  He  fell  upon  his  neck,  and  He 
kissed  him."     Know  ye  anvthing  about  being  taken  up  in  the  em- 
braces of  your  covenant  6od?     Do  you  know  what  it  is  to  be 
wrapped  and  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  your 
God  ?     *<  This  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again,  was  lost,  and  is 
found ;  and  they  began  to  be  merry."     The  fether  and  the  child 
were  so  merry,  that  the  elder  son's  hatred  was  called  forth.     And 
whatever  people  may  say,  I  know  a  little  of  what  it  is  for  God  and 
my  soul  to  sing  together  in  union  and  communion,  "  Though  once 
afar  ofi;  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ." ''. 

Well,  you  have  not  had  a  very  orderly  sermon ;  but  what  hath 
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just  turned  up  to  the  tniud,  so  I  have  spoken  it  out :  and  I  cannot 
enlarge,  because  we  have  to  sit  before  the  Lord  at  His  table.  But 
what  are  all  ordinances  without  Christ  ?  There  is  no  real  liberty 
without  Christ ;  there  is  no  real  peace  without  Christ ;  there  is  no 
j[pv  in  God  through  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  in  the  person  and  fiilness 
of  Christ  Then  you  that  know  Christ,  love  Christ,  and  find  you 
have  no  life,  livi^,  nor  blessedness  but  in  Christ,  be  sure  to  make 
much  of  it,  give  Him  all  the  glory,  and  speak  as  many  good  words 
as  you  can  for  Him ;  but  never  speak  a  good  word  on  your  own 
behdf.  God  hath  said  all  good  thmgs  unto  us  concerning  Himself, 
His  love  and  mercy  towards  us,  and  He  saith,  "  Because  thou  wast 
precious  in  my  sight,  thou  hast  been  honourablie,  and  I  have  loved 
thee/'  God  never  intended  we  should  love  ourselves.  If  you  go 
on  just  like  this,  «  We  Idve  Him  because  He  first  loved  us,"  you 
will  never  quarrel  with  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  will  never  frown 
oh  you.     Amen. 
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• 

Beloved  in  the  Lord,—"  The  spirit  truly  is  willing,  but  the  flesh 
is  weak."  So  said  our  blessed  Lord,  and  so  we  daily  prove  it ;  but 
how  great  the  mercy.  He  hath  also  said,  **  Ye  are  not  in  the  flesh, 
but  in  the  Spirit."  Encompassed  indeed  we  are  with  infirmities, 
but  not  more  so  than  with  songs  of  deliverance.  We  find  the  enemies 
in 'the  lland  to  be  strong  and  numerous,  and  the  Lord  takes  care  thiat 
they  shall  not  all  be  driven  out  at  once  for  fear  the  beiasts  of  the 
field  should  creep  forth ;  and  we  must  acknowledge  that,  although 
we  are  so  much  pressed  and  oppressed  by  their  rage  and  fury,  and 
say  with  Paul,  "1  would  they  were  cut  off^  that  trouble"  us,  it  is 
much  better  for  us  that  our  foes  remain.  It  is  very  evident  that  if 
they  were  totally  destroyed,  the  iigly  beast  pride  would  soon  creep 
forth,  and  we  should  be  exalted  above  measure ;  but  the  Lord  is  de- 
termined to  hide  pride  from  man.  Paul  did  not  much  approve  of 
the  thorn  in  the  flesh,  but  Paul's  God  was  not  disposed  to  extract 
it;  therefore  in  love  told  Him,  **My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee;" 
and,  beloved.  His  grace  is  sufiicient  for  u& 

*'  His  grace  shall  to.  the  end, 
Stronger  and  brighter  shine, 
Nor  present  things,  nor  things  to  come. 
Shall  quench  the  spark  diyine." 

When  dear  David  was  up  to  his  eyes  in  trouble,  so  that  the  people 
talked  of  stoning  him,  we  read  that  he  encouraged  himself  in  the 
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Lord  bis  God ;  and,  beloved,  have  not  you  and  I  been  compelled  to 
do  the  same  ? 

"  To  whom,  de^r  Jesus,  0  to  whom, 
Should  needy  sinners  flee, 
Bnt  to  thyself  who  bid'st  us  come  ? 
Our  springs  are  all  in  thee.**  , 

There  in  nothing  in  creatures  or  circumstances  to  encourage  us  as 
we  journey  through  this  dreary  waste,  but  to  be  encouraged  in  the 
Lord  our  God  is  consoling  beyond  description  or  expression.  The 
Lord  says,  and  He  really  means  it,  "  Turn  to  the  stronghold,  ye 
prisoners  of  hope :  even  to  day  do  I  declare  that  I  will  render  double 
unto  thee :"  and  we  well  know  that  our  blessed  Christ  is  a  strong- 
hold in  the  day  of  trouble ;  and  though  we  find  ourselves  prisoners, 
we  are  prisoners  of  hope,  and  hope  maketh  not  ashamed ;  for 

He  is  our  Hope  and  only  Friend, 

Who  tells  His  heart  and  mind, 
In  sweetest  whispers  to  the  end 

1*11  prove  myself  most  kind. 

It  is  true  he  sees  it  good  and  necessary  to  put  us  into  certain  posi- 
tions which  we  do  not  approve  of,  but  what  is  it  for?  Is  it  because 
His  love  has  cooled  and  His  care  declined  ?  In  no  wise  :  is  it  not 
rather  as  Kent  expresses  it  ? 

'*  And  all  this  to  prove  thee,  to  stain  thy  cursed  pride, 
For  grace,  though  He  bless  thee,  shall  surely  be  tried.'* 

We  well  know,  amidst  all  our  chequered  scenes,  everything  is 
working  together  for  our  good  and  His  glory;  but  it  is  now  as  it  was 
in  the  days  of  yore — "  Only  Jonathan  and  David  knew  the  matter : 
the  lad  knew  not  anything."  No,  the  natural  lad  which  our  spiritual 
Jonathan  uses  knows  not  anything  of  the  secret  communications 
carried  on  between  Christ  and  our  souls.  Jonathan  and  David  know 
the  matter,  and  they  can  joyfully  sing  together. 


"  What  cheering  words  are  these  ! 
Their  sweetness  who  can  tell ! 
In  time  and  to  eternal  days 
'Tis  with  the  righteous  well. 


In  every  state  secure, 

Kept  as  Jehovah's  eye, 
'Tis  well  with  them  while  life  endure, 

And  well  when  calFd  to  die." 


Yes,  it  is  at  all  times  well,  whether  we  see  it  so  or  not;  for  He  rests 
in  His  love,  and  hateth  putting  away. 

"  Although  the  Lord  of  earth  and  sky 
Knew  what  we  all  should  prove, 
He  on  the  Saviour  kept  His  eye, 
And  rested  in  His  love." 

And  He  is  our  rest,  and  is  determined  that  we  shall  have  no  other. 
Do  we  need  another?  Flesh  and  blood  is  continually  scekinji;  after 
some  new  thing ;  and  "  there  is  no  peace,  saith  my  God,  with  the 
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wicked"  old  man  of  sin ;  but  says  Jesus  to  His  dove,  "  In  me  ye 
shall  have  peace."  When  ?  At  all  times.  Why  ?  "  Jesus  Christ 
the  same  yesterday,  to-day.  and  for  ever."   He  is  our  peace  and  pros- 

Eerity,     We  have  often  said,  "  Send  now,  Lord,  prosperity?     How 
as  He  done  it  ?     By  a  gale  of  adversity.    He  strips  us  of  creatures 
and  clothes  us  with  Himself.     He  sends  adversity  in  the  flesh  and 

frosperity  in  Himself.     '^  In  His  days  shall  the  righteous  flourish." 
le  will  have  His  own  way,  and  we  are  constrained  to  sing, 

**  'Tis  the  right  way;  though  dark  and  rough. 
MysteriouB,  yet  'tis  plain  enough." 

Well,  beloved,  how  are  you  getting  on  ?  No  doubt  you  find  plenty 
of  room  for  faith,  if  you  can  find  faith  to  occupy  the  room. 

**  Could  we  see  how  all  was  right, 
Where  were  room  for  credence  ? 
Tis  by  £Euth,  and  not  by  sight. 
Christians  yield  obedience." 

**  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it."  But,  Lord,  it  is  a  way  that  I  did 
not  bargain  for.  "  I  know  it,  my  son."  "  Be  still  and  know  that 
I  am  God." 

"Choose  thou  the  way»  but  still  lead  on, 
Nor  leave  us  '  till  we  say, 
Father,  thy  will  be  done." 

Beloved,  do  not  think  that  we  have  forgotten  you,  or  are  unmindful 
of  your  much  care,  and  many  and  repeated  kindnesses ;  for  we  can 
assure  you  that  it  is  not  so :  and  had  it  been  the  Lord's  pleasure  to 

I)rosper  His  work  by  us  among  you,  we  never  should  have  had  the 
east  desire  to  leave  you ;  but  now  it  is  pleasant  to  remember  that 
though  we  are  absent  in  the  flesh,  we  are  present  in  spirit,  living  in 
sweetest  union  in  Christ  above  all  the  toils  and  turmoils  of  this  pre- 
sent life.  In  Him  we  ever  dwell  together  in  undisturbed  repose ; 
and  He  lovingly  and  graciously  says  for  our  comfort,  ^*  There  shall 
no  evil  befall  thee ;  neither  shall  any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwel- 
ling." Why  ?  "  O  Loi*d,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling-*place  in  all 
generations." 


'*  0,  sweet  Pavillion,  there  I  hide ; 
Blest  Befiige,  there  I  flee  ! 
And  shelter  in  Thy  bleeding  side 
To  all  eternity. 


Thou  art  my  God,  nor  earth,  nor  sin, 
Shall  rend  my  soul  from  Thee : 

Nor  death,  nor  hell,  shall  intervene 
To  break  the  ilrm  decree." 


There  is  no  doubt  that  you  all,  among  whom  I  have  gone  labouring 
effectually,  feel  much  cast  down  on  account  of  being  debared  from 
hearing  the  Word.  May  the  Lord  of  all  lords  and  God  of  all  com- 
fort make  up  to  you  abundantly  this  lack  of  service ;  and,  if  His 
blessed  pleasure,  send  you  a  man  with  a  double  portion  of  His  Spirit, 
and  then  you  will  have  no  cause  to  mourn  our  absence.     But  if  it 
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is  not  consistent  with  His  dear  will  to  raise  up  a  Joshua  to  take 
Moses'  place,  may  He  grant  you  special  showers  of  blessing  in  your 
own  habitations.  **  There  is  nothing  too  hard  for  the  Lord."  The 
covenant  remains  unmoved  amid  all  life's  vicissitudes ;  and  whatever 
changes  you  are  brought  to  pass  through,  may  you  be  privileged  to 
swee^  remember  that 

"  Nothing  cbangeB  His  affections, 
Abba's  love  is  still  the  same." 

Rest  assured,  that  whenever  the  Lord  in  His  providence  makes  a 
'way  for  us  to  run  down  and  see  how  you  do,  it  will  be  a  joy  of  heart 
to  us  to  asain  see  you  face-to-face.  ^^  And  I  am  sure  that,  when  I 
come,  I  snail  come  in  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ"  Beloved,  farewell;  "  Mav  the  God  of  hope  fill  you  with 
all  joy  and  peace  in  believing."  We  need  not  say  how  pleased  we 
shall  be  at  all  times  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  and  receive  a  line  from 
any  of  our  dear  brethren  in  the  Lord.  My  wife  joins  me  in  best 
love,  wishing  you  all  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  "  Knowing,  brethren 
•beloved,  your  election  of  God." 

Yours  in  unchanging  bonds, 

A.  WILCOGKSON. 


NO  WHERE  ELSE  BUT  THERE. 


-In  Jesns  Christ  I  all  possess. 
And  in  Hhn  glory  share  : 

'To  Him  I  look  when  in  distress, 
And  no  where  else  but  there. 

'He  is  my  shady  tree  of  life, 
Which  all  my  fruit  must  bear : 

^Ve  peace  in  Him»  amid  the  strife, 
And  no  where  else  but  there. 

^e  is  my  garden,  walfd  around, 
In  whom  I'm  nurs'd  with  care  ; 

'In  Him  I'ye  all  things  and  abound* 
And  no  where  else  but  there. 


'"See  Fharoah's  hostile  band. 
With  Word  in  hand,  pursue, 
And  tow'ring  mountains  stand 

On  either  hand  in  view, 
•As  Israel  did,  the  same  do  ye, 
'^tand,  and  His  great  salvation  see. 


He  is  my  heaven  of  sacred  rest, 

The  &irest  of  the  fair : 
I've  health  in  Him  the  very  best, 

And  no  where  else  bnt  ^ere. 

He  is  my  only  peace  of  mind, 
When^fill'd  with  anxious  care : 

Friendship  in  Him  I  then  can  find, 
And  no  where  else  but  there. 

H«  is  my  fiiith,  and  hope,  and  love, 
I  am  His  charge  and  care : 

I'm  safe  in  Him  my  God  above. 
And  no  where  else  but  there. 

A.  W. 


The  cloudy  pillar  mark. 
Lift  up  thine  eyes  and  see. 

To  Fharoah's  host  all  dark, 
All  brightness  unto  thee  : 

Triumphant  sing,  nor  fear  the  foe. 

Still  eye  the  cloud,  and  forward  go.' 
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Vol.  IX.  OCTOBER,  1866.  No.  97. 


TO  THE  ONE  CHUllCH. 

May  the  Lord  enable  us,  in  this  our  annual  address,  to  write  for 
His  glory  and  the  sood  of  His  own  children  scattered  abroad ;  for 
He  alone  knows  the  needs  and  necessities  of  His  blood-bought 
saints.  He  can  speak  a  word  in  season ;  He  can  suit  the  blessing 
to  the  need  of  His  weary  and  heavy-laden  sons  and  daughters.  To 
Him  exclusively  we  would  now  look  for  matter  and  wisdom,  for 
counsel  and  guidance.  If  He  condescends  to  lead  the  pen  in  writ- 
ing, and  blesses  His  family  in  reading,  we  shall  then  be  furtherers 
of  each  others  joy  in  the  Lord.  We  shall  then  heartily  and  mutu- 
ally ascribe  all  "praise,  honour  and  glory  to  Him  that  sitteth  on 
the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever." 

"Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing,"  is  a  truth  that  the  Lord's 
children  are  daily  and  hourly  learning.  There  are  many  things 
that  we  think  are  within  our  power  of  carrying  out,  and  we  do  not 
so  much  as  acknowledge  the  Lord  in  them ;  but  when  He  is  pleased 
lovingly  and  wisely  to  frustrate  our  creature  designs,  to  thwart  our 
fleshly  purposes,  and  hedge  up  our  way  with  hewn  stone,  then,  and 
not  often  till  then,  we  are  constrained  to  bow  before  Him,  confess 
our  folly,  and  feelingly  say,  "  O,  Lord,  I  am  oppressed ;  undertake 
for  me. 

"  Take  me,  0  Lord,  and  work  thy  wondroui  way : 
Make  me  in  future  know  no  wiU  but  thine^ 
And  while  below,  by  grace,  a  Christian  shine.'* 

As  natural  creatures  we  at  all  time  desire  our  own  will  and  way, 
and  do  not  like  the  least  opposition  thereto ;  but  the  Lord,  for  most 
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wise  purposes,  sees  fit  to  lead  us  in  a  pathway  exactly  opposite  to 
that  which  flesh  and  blood  would  choose.  Again  and  again  is  He 
pleased  to  entirely  overturn  all  our  fleshly  plans  and  schemes,  and 
we  find  it  often  a  hard  matter  to  reconcile  His  dealings  with  the 
love  of  His  heart.     Indeed  we  are,  as  the  poet  says, 

*i  Too  blind  to  fathom  wisdom's  ways, 
Or  think  'tis  sent  in  loye.'* 

The  Lord  frequently  in  His  providential  leadings  and  dealings 
says,  "What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now;  but  thou  shalt  know 
hereafter."  In  fact,  He  has  promised  to  **lead  the  blind  by  a  way 
that  they  knew  not,  and  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known;"  there- 
fore why  should  the  living  children  be  astonished  to  find  themselves 
in  strange  places,  surrounded  by  strange  circumstances? 

^  Gould  we  see  how  all  was  right, 
Where  were  room  for  credence? 
'Tis  hj  faith,  and  not  hy  sight. 
Christians  yield  obedience." 

1  he  Lord  well  knows  what  He  has  appointed  us ;  and  He  deals  in 
weight  and  measure  according  to  eternal  and  unalterable  arrange- 
ments. "  The  lot,"  we  read,  "  is  cast  into  the  lap,  and  the  whole 
disposal  thereof  is  of  the  Lord."  We,  therefore,  canoot  add  one 
cupit  to  our  stature  in  any  sense^.or  make  one  hair  white  or  black. 
Times  of  sorrow,  times  of  affliction,  times  of  temptation^  times  of 
persecution,  times  of  darkness,  times  of  deadness,  times  of  barren- 
ness, times  of  weakness,  and  times  of  unprofitableness^  all  are  fixed 
in  love,  settled  in*  purpose,  and  carried  out  according  to  the  good 
pleasure  oi  Him  who  arranged  everything  for  His  Church,  and 
performs  everything  in  His  Church  upon  the  solid  and  immoveable 
ground  of  eternal  relation  with  Jesus.     Keat  sings, 

*'  Well  now  the  sacred  song  begin 
Where  (g^odbcgaft  with  v»*- 

And  we  are  well  assured  that  our  God  and  Father  began  with  us 
in  Christ,  deals  with  us  in  Christ,  talks  to  us  in  Christ,  watches 
over  us  in  Christ,  supplies  all  our  need  in  Christ,  washes  us  fi*om 
our  sins  in  Christ,  feeds  us  with  food  convenient  for  us  in  Christ 
We  were  loved  in  Christ,  blest  in  Christ,  secured  in  Christ,  pre- 
served in  Christ,  saved  in  Christ,  called  in  Christ,  justifiea  in 
Christ,  and  glorified  in  Christ,  In  fact,  the  Lord  never  intended 
to  deal  with  us  only  in  Clirist,  and  as  we  are  the  body  of  Christ, 
we  are  lo^  ed  as  Christ,  blest  as>  Qirist,  and  taken  care  of  as  Christ 
The  poet  says,  and  we  join  him, 

**  Thy  thoughts,.  0  Lord,  are  Ux^d  on  Christ, 
There  let  mine  settle  too." 
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He  is  a  glorious  object;  He  b  a  delightful  subject.  We  should  not 
be  thinking  of  what  we  are  as  Adam's  sons,  but  what  we  are  as 
the  sons  of  God.  We  should  not  be  looking  at  ourselves,  as  bear- 
ing the  natural  image  of  the  earthly  Adam,  but  as  bearing  the 
spiritual  image  of  the  heavenly  Adam.  In  looking  unto  Him  we 
are  lightened,  and  our  faces  are  not  ashamed:  but  in  looking  to  our- 
selves, we  are  darkened,  and  hang  down  our  head  like  a  Dulrush. 
The  Lord  has  told  us  that  we  are  not  to  remember  the  shame  of  our 
youth  or  the  reproach  of  our  widowhood  any  longer,  and  a  good  solid 
reason  He  assigns  for  so  glorious  a  mercy,  saying,  ^^  Thy  Maker  is  thy 
Husband,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  His  name."  He  has  also  saiu, 
"And  my  people  shall  never  be  ashamed.*'  Why?  He  is  the 
health  of  our  countenance,  and  our  God;  and  what  He  is  now  ta 
us  and  for  Ub  He  will  ever  remain.  He  is  <^  Jesus  Christ  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever." 

Beloved,  in  commencing  another  volume  of  our  periodical,  we 
would  acknowledge  before  the  Lord  that  without  Him  we  can  do 
nothing  for  the  benefit  of  His  own  children;  for  we  are  well  assured 
that  though  each  page  may  contain  the  truth  as  clearly  as  it  can 
possibly  be  written,  it  must  be  made  spirit  and  life  to  the  reader, 
or  it  will  do  him  or  her  no  real  good,  rower  belongeth  unto  God, 
and  when  He  is  pleased  to  put  it  forth  there  must  be  the  sweet 
effects  experienced  in  the  heart  When  the  Lord  spoke  to  dead 
Lazarus  in  the  grave,  what  power  had  he  to  obey  the  royal  com- 
mand? He  said,  ^^  Lazarus,  come  forth;  and  he  that  was  dead 
came  forth."  He  who  gave  the  command  fulfilled  the  command 
that  He  gave..  Had  He  lefl  Lazarus  to  himself,  he  would  have  re- 
mained there  long  enough.  And  as  it  was  literally  with  Lazarus, 
so  it  is  spiritually  with  all  God's  living  children. '  If  the  Lord  com^ 
mands  in  the  letter  of  His  Word,  He  fulfils  those  commands  in  the 
spirit  of  His  Word  in  all  the  elect  vessels  of  mercy.  There  are 
thousands  of  commands  in  the  scriptures,  and  the  whole  of  them 
are  kept  by  the  Spirit  in  the  body  of  Christ :  and  yet  these  very 
commands  in  the  letter  are  killing.  The  Lord  says  in  His  Word, 
'^  Be  careful  for  nothing  f  but  the  child  of  God  finds  that  with 
Martha  he  is  careful  and  troubled  about  many  things,  therefbre  the 
commandment  comes  home,  sin  revives,  and  the  child  of  God,  in 
himself  considered,  dies ;  but  the  Spirit  gives  life :  and  he  is  joined 
to  the  Lord  and  one  spirit.  When  a  saint  of  God  reads  in  the 
Word  the  portion — "  Be  careful  for  nothing,''  and  he  finds  himself 
full  of  anxious  care,  he  condemns  himsell^  and  calls  himself  any- 
thing and  everything  but  an  obedient  child«  How  is  this  ?  He 
forgets  that  the  Lord  must  work  in  him  to  will  and  to  do  of  His 
own  good  pleasure.  He  cannot  obey  the  Word ;  for  he  finds  him- 
self bound  hand  and  foot.    He  looses  sight  of  the  glorious  fact  con- 
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tained  in  this  dear  portion :  "  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fe, 
there  is  liberty."  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the  Spirit  of  truth,  and 
the  Spirit  of  truth  is  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  he  that  is  joined  to 
the  Lord  is  one  Spirir.  The  Spirit  alone  gives  life.  If  the  child 
of  God  is  filled  with  care,  overwhelmed  with  perplexing  diflSculties, 
and  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  say,  in  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  "  Be 
careful  for  nothing,"  the  whole  burden  would  in  a  moment  be 
removed,  and  the  living  child  would  at  unce  be  the  subject  of  real 
obedience  to  the  WoiS  of  the  Lord.  He  who  commands  His 
children,  obeys  in  His  children.  If  a  saint  of  God  is  brought  into 
a  certain  position  by  the  I^ord  in  His  providential  leadings,  and  he 
feels  much  agitated  by  surrounding  circumstances;  so  much  so,  that 
he  is  ready  to  call  the  Lord  to  an  account  for  dealing  hardly  with 
him,  and  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  say  with  Almighty  power,  "  Be 
still,  and  know  that  I  am  God ;"  what  effect  would  it  have  on  his 
mind  ?  He  would  be  as  still  as  a  stone.  The  language  of  his  heart 
would  at  once  be,  "  It  is  the  Lord,  lei  hi  u  do  what  seemeth  Him 
jcood."  Why  this  wondrous  change?  "  Where  the  Word  of  a  Kinfr 
IS  there  is  power."  We  are  aware  that  there  are  thousands  in  our 
day  who  talk  much  about  precept  and  practice,  and  boast  of  their 
love  to  the  preceptive  part  of  God's  Word,  whereas  they  never 
fulfilled  one  precept  in  their  life.  The  Lord  says,  "  Love  your 
enemies."  Is  there  to  be  found  a  man  or  woman  in  Christendom 
who  obeys  that  precept?  Not  one.  Many  say  they  do,  but  saying 
is  not  domg.  The  Lord  not  only  commands  us  to  love  our  enemiies, 
but  says,  "  If  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him ;  if  he  thirst,  give  him 
drink."  Who  obeys  that  noble  command?  Not  one.  But  per^ 
haps  some  are  ready  to  say  that  there  are  numerous  instances  on 
record  where  persons  have  manifested  acts  of  love  and  kindness  to 
their  most  inveterate  enemies.  We  do  not  doubt  but  there  are  in- 
stances of  this  kind,  but  from  whit  motives  did  they  arise?  This 
is  the  thing.  We  believe  that  there  is  not  a  drop  of  pure  love  in 
old  Adam.  We  are  compelled  to  confess  that  the  whole  constitu- 
tion is  impure.  If  so,  "  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an 
unclean?  Not  one."  All  that  we  do  as  creatures  is  to  be  seen  and 
admired  of  men.  And  all  that  we  do  in  a  religious  point  of  view 
is  to  be  seen  and  admired  not  only  of  man,  but  God  Himself.  Is  it 
possible?  It  is  true;  and  those  who  know  their  own  heart  must 
acknowledge  that  what  we  are  now  saying  cannot  be  controverted. 
Fleshly  religion  belongs  to  Adam  the  first,  but  spiritual  to  Adam 
the  second :  and  the  children  of  God  often  find  themselves  perform^ 
ing  religious  exercises  in  the  flesh.  This  may  be  known  by  the 
slavery  and  bondage  it  produces ;  but  the  service  of  the  Lord  is  per^ 
feet  freedom;  *'for  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  there  is. liberty, 

*'  And  no  where  else  bat  there." 
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Religious  exercises  and  spiritual  operations  axe  vastly  different. 
One  is  performed  by  the  creature,  the  other  by  the  Lord  Himself. 
How  often  we  say  prayers,  but  how  rarely  we  pray  1  How  often 
we  compliment  the  Lord,  but  how  seldom  we  praise  the  Lord  I 
Lip  utterances  and  heart  breathings  are  very  different  things.  The 
flesh  often  talks  fast  when  the  spirit  is  silent.  Adam  the  first  covers 
the  ground,  when  the  second  Adam  is  out  of  sight  The  prayers 
of  Christ  in  the  Church,  are  as  pure  as  His  prayers  ^r  the  Church: 
and  as  Christ  alone  prevailed /or  us.  He  only  prevails  in  us.  "  Ye 
are  complete  in  Him,  and  accepted  in  the  Beloved,"  is  the  grand 
secret  revealed  alone  to  living  sons  and  daughters.  May  the  Lord 
give  us  to  understand  more  of  the  following  portion :  "  Then  shall 
ye  be  brought  to  discern  between  the  righteous  [Christ]  and  the 
wicked  [Flesh] ;  between  Him  [Christ]  that  serveth  God,  and  him 
[the  fleshly  Adam]  that  serveth  Him  not."  The  Lord  has  pro- 
mised that  a  seed  should  serve  Him;  "but  not  seeds  as  of  many,  but 
of  one;  and  to  thy  seed,  which  is  Christ:**  and  "if  any  man  be  in 
Christ  a  new  creature,  old  things  are  passed  away,  and,  behold,  all 
things  are  become  new." 

But,  beloved,  we  must  here  refrain  from  this  line  of  things  in 
this  our  yearly  address,  although  we  feel  that  "  it  is  good  to  be 
here," 

Beloved,  we  would  now  acknowledge  the  Lord's  goodness  in 
bringing  us  through  another  volume  of  our  Magazine.  We  feel 
sure  that  had  the  Lord  left  us  to  ourselves,  we  had  not  been  able 
to  struggle  on  to  the  present  time.  Give  up,  has  often  arisen  in 
our  mind,  and  spread  like  a  dark  cloud  over  our  spirit.  Why  go 
on  with  a  work  that  neither  gives  God  glory  nor  His  Church  benefit? 
Why  persist  in  publishing  a  book  that  nearly  every  sect  dislikes  ? 
Why  continue  to  labour  with  a  publication  that  does  not  realise 
one  penny  profit  ?  Look  at  other  religious  publications,  see  what 
a  wide  spread  and  a  thick  spread  they  have,  whereas  the  Witness 
is  welcome  but  here  and  there.  By  all  means  give  it  up:  and 
shall  we  give  it  up?  Beloved  readers,  shall  we  discontinue  the 
"  Witness  ?"  Is  it  true  that  you  never  realise  any  benefit  in  pefr- 
using  its  pages?  Are  you  never  refireshed  in  reading  the  truths  it 
contains?  If  it  is  made  a  blessing  to  your  souls,  need  we  say  do 
all  that  in  you  lies  to  spread  it  far  and  wide.  Our  friends  are  few, 
our  enemies  numerous.  Will  you  try  to  augment  the  former  and 
diminish  the  latter?  Will  you  prevail  upon  those  who  love  the 
truth  and  are  prejudiced  against  us  to  read  for  themselves?  See 
what  you  can  do  for  us  during  the  coming  volume.  We  live  in  a 
day  in  which  eiTor  abounds  to  an  almost  overwhelming  extent  and 
the  Lord's  real  children  appear  to  be  very  thinly  scattered  up  and 
down  the  earth ;  and  even  some  of  these  seem  to  be  nearly  hid 
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among  the  rubbish  of  a  fair  show  in  the  flesh.  Respectability  is  the 
order  of  the  day  in  the  professing  world.  The  true  worshippers, 
which  are  to  be  found  among  the  poor,  as  a  rule,  are  despised  and 
set  at  nought,  and  Zion  is  less  cared  for  than  ever.  Well,  the 
Lord  knows  His  own,  loves  His  own,  takes  care  of  His  own,  and 
will  bring  all  E[is  own  to  hear  His  voice,  fear  His  name,  love  His 
truth,  see  His  face,  sing  His  praise,  and  dwell  in  His  blessed  pre- 
sence for  ever  and  ever.  Tried  they  may  be  while  here,  tempest- 
tossed  they  must  be  sailing  through  the  stormy  sea  of  life,  and 
often  faint  and  weary ;  but  the  dear  Lord,  whose  they  are,  will  at 
all  times  appear  for  them  at  the  needed  moment,  and  will  always 
give  them  strength  eyial  to  their  day.  Each  and  all  shall  be  able 
to  say  again  and  again  to  His  praise, 

"  When  trouble,  like  a  gloomy  cloudy 
Has  gathered  thick,  and  thunder'd  load. 
He  near  my  soul  has  always  stood, 
His  loring  kindness^  0  how  good  !" 

Yes,  beloved,  near  to  your  soul  He  has  always  stood.  Though 
you  have  seen  Him  not,  He  has  been  there,  faithful  to  His  love, 
oath,  and  blood.  Not  one  thing  has  failed,  not  one  promise  has 
been  broken,  not  one  word  of  His  has  fallen  to  the  ground :  and  if 
He  has  proved  Himself  faithful  in  the  past,  is  He  not  the  same  now, 
and  will  He  not  be  the  same  for  ever?  Indeed  He  will.  "Wait 
on  the  Lord,  be  of  good  courage,  and  He  shall  strengthen  thine 
heart :  wait,  I  say,  on  the  Lord.** 

"  Trust  not  to  the  creature,  howerer  allied. 
Lean  not  to  the  fondest  for  aid.** 

For  "  the  best  of  them  is  as  a  briar,  and  the  most  upright  sharper 
than  a  thorn  hedge.**  Therefore  "  commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord : 
trust  also  in  Him,  and  He  shall  bring  it  to  pass ;"  "  for  faithful  is 
He  who  has  promised.*' 

Beloved,  we  must  now  say  farewell,  and  acknowledge  that  we 
have  not  written  hardly  a  word  of  what  we  intended.  May  the 
Lord,  however,  make  up  any  lack  of  service,  and  pour  His  own  love 
into  your  heart ;  may  the  Beloved  Bridegroom  of  your  soul  shower 
down  His  choicest  blessings  upon  you ;  and  may  the  blessed  Spirit 
the  Comforter  take  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  show  them  unto 
you:  and  then 

"  The  earnest  grace,  so  rich  and  free, 
Will  make  you  long  His  £Eu:e  to  see/' 

We  know  not,  beloved,  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.  Time-things 
are  changing,  earthly  things  are  fading,  and  natural  persons  are 
failing;  but,  amid  aU  and  through  all,  beloved,  be  of  good  cheer; 
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for  ^^  there  shall  no  evil  befall  thee,  neither  shall  any  plague  come 
niph  thy  dwelling." 

We  now  commence  the  Ninth  Volume  of  our  work,  but  know  not 
that  we  shall  live  to  finish  it.  Reader,  you  are  now  reading  the 
first  number  of  the  twelve,  and  know  not  that  you  will  live  to  read 
the  last;  but  if  you  can  join  the  poet,  and  say, 

''  My  hope  if  fix'd  on  nothing  less 
Than  Jeiu's  blood  and  righteoainess," 

it  will  be  all  right  with  you,  whether  living  or  dying ;  for  you  are 
His  and  He  is  yours.  Fear  not  then,  trembling  chad  of  God,  it  is 
at  all  times  well  with  you.  Your  Lord  is  watching  you  with  the 
tenderest  solicitude,  and  will  see  to  it  that  your  enemies  shall  not 
oppress  you  beyond  their  prescribed  limits.  "  So  far  shalt  thou  go,*' 
is  the  word  of  your  best  Friend;  but  an  inch  beyond  He  will  in 
nowise  allow.  TTie  name  of  the  Lord  is  your  Tower  of  safety. 
Shelter  in  Him,  lean  upon  Him.  Leave  you  He  will  not,  forsake 
you  He  cannot 

Near  to  His  heart  you  ever  Uqi 
Dear  as  the  apple  of  His  eye : 
Then  fear  not  heil,  though  hell  molest, 
All  things  are  order'd  for  the  best. 

The  Editor. 

8,  Kirby  Place,  North  Boad,  Plymouth,  8,  9,  1866. 
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( Continued  from  page  271)  vol.  viii. ) 

I  WILL  now  inform  my  readers  how  I  got  into  the  printing  busi- 
ness, and  what  a  source  of  trouble  it  has  been  to  me  hundreds  of 
times.  But  I  have  nroved  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  instance 
of  the  Lord's  proviaential  leadings,  that  I  could  not  alter  one  thing 
in  time  which  was  fixed  in  eternity,  that  to  enter  into  business, 
though  a  crooked  path»  was  a  right  one,  and  that  I  could  not  do 
without  the  business,  although  it  has  never  realised  me  a  penny 

fiece.  What  I  mean  about  not  being  able  to  do  without  it  is  this : 
t  has  caused  me  more  trouble  and  exercise  of  mind  than  anything 
else  that  I  ever  had  to  do  with,  and  has  been  a  means  in  the  Lord's 
hands  of  causing  me  to  preach  many  a  good  sermon,  pray  many  a 
good  prayer,  compose  many  a  good  hymn,  and  write  many  a  good 
article  for  the  comfort  and  consolation  of  God's  children  scattered 
abroad,  Paul  could  not  do  without  the  thorn  in  the  flesh,  and  Peter 
could  not  get  on  without  Satan's  sieve,  and  I  could  not  manage 
without  the  printing  business.  Will  the  reader  charge  me  with  egotism 
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in  Bayine  that  I  have  preached  good  sermons,  prayed  good  prayers^ 
&(%  ?  n  so,  Paul  is  liable  to  the  same  chaige ;  for  he  said  that  he 
was  chief  of  the  Apostles,  and  yet  he  acknowledged  that  he  was 
^^  nothing."  In  another  place  he  said  that  he  laboured  more  abun- 
dantly than  they  all,  and  then  nobly  adds,  "  Yet  not  I,  but  the  grace 
of  God  in  me."  "  Where  is  boasting,  then  ?  It  is  excluded."  Bless 
God  it  is,  and  we  feel  no  disposition  in  our  heart  at  this  moment 
to  say  one  word  to  our  own  praise,  but  acknowledge  before  Him 
that  K>r  our  best  action  in  the  flesh  and  brightest  thought  in  nature 
hell  is  our  desert ;  but,  blessings  for  ever  rest  upon  His  hoiy  name, 
we  have  the  full  assurance,  by  the  infallible  testimony  of  His  own 
Spirit,  that  heaven  is  our  portion.  If  the  words  that  the  children 
sometimes  use  seem  to  savor  of  a  fleshly  or  creature  boasting,  their 
heart  does  not  mean  it;  for  the  Lord  says,  ^^  A  new  heart  wilt  I  give 
them ;"  and  I  am  sure  that  they  mean — 

"  All  the  glory. 
All  the  glory,  Lord^  be  thine." 

We  are  told  not  to  take  notice  of  every  word  which  is  spoken. 
This  is  the  thing — Is  the  heart  right  ?  Yes,  child  of  God,  the  heart 
is  right,  and  why?  It  is  God's  gift,  and  it  is  a  good  one,  depend 
upon  it :  it  is  a  perfect  one,  rest  assured.  It  is  in  this  new  heart 
Christ  dwells,  and  He  often  makes  it  bum  within  you  while  He 
lovingly  communes  with  you  by  the  way.  When  His  voice  is  heard. 
His  power  felt,  whatever  the  storm,  however  great  the  tempest,  all  is 
hushed,  all  is  peace  and  quietude.     How  true  it  is  that 


*'  No  other  voice  can  calm  my  breast, 
Or  BtiU  the  raging  sea: 
Bat  when  He  whispers, '  In  me  rest,' 
I'm  lost  in  Deity. 

0  how  His  voice  draws  ont  my  heart 

In  burning  hot  desire  1 
And,  0,  such  love  He  doth  impart, 

My  soul  is  all  on  Are  I 


1  bum  with  love  intensely  warm, 

I  feel  a  heaven  below  ; 
Am  not  afraid  of  wind  and  storm 

When  He  His  face  doth  show. 

And  if  His  voice  be  now  so  sweet, 
Whilst  in  this  mortal  vale. 

What  will  it  be  when  we  all  meet. 
And  nought  but  love  inhale  ?*' 


The  printing  business  belonged  to  my  brother,  but  the  plant  was 
the  property  of  mv  uncle,  who  had  for  some  years  retired  from  it, 
and  was  living  at  Weybridee*  My  brother  hired  the  plant  cf  him 
at  the  nominal  sum  of  fiitv  pounds  (£)  per  year.  One  morning 
when  I  was  at  his  office  on  business  connected  with  the  **  Witness,** 
which  he  printed,  he  told  me  that  our  uncle  wanted  him  to  pur- 
chase the  plant,  as  he  wished  to  put  one  of  his  sons  into  business  in 
the  country,  but  did  not  want  to  touch  his  funded  monies.  He 
offered  my  brother  the  plant  at  the  low  sum  of  £500,  but  my  brother 
could  not  spare  the  money  out  of  his  other  business,  or  he  would 
purchase  it. 
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The  first  thing  that  my  brother  said  to  me  that  morning  was, 
"  I  shall  have  to  leave  the  business,"  assigning  the  above  as  the  rea- 
son; but  he  added,  "I  shall  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  give  it  up." 
He  then  suggested  that  I  should  purchase  it,  he  supply  money  to 
carry  it  on  and  manage  it,  and  we  mutually  and  equally  share  the 
proms.     He,  of  course,  knew  that  I  had  no  money;  but  my  wife's 
mother,  who  was  living  with  us,   had.     Would  she  advance  it? 
I  promised  him  to  think  it  over,  and  let  him  know.    .  I  need  not  tell 
my  reader  what  a  source  of  anxiety  it  at  once  became.     It  was  an 
important  matter  which  required  much  consideration  and  special 
direction.     At  times  I  felt  the  Lord  would  make  a  way  for  me  to 
have  it,  at  others  it  seemed  impossible.     One  thing  especially  in- 
clined me  favourably  toward  it,  and  that  was  the  "  Witness."     I 
knew  the  "Witness    was  not  paying  its  way,  and  felt  sure  that  if 
the  business  was  disposed  of,  our  periodical  would  cease  to  exist. 
What  shall  I  do  ?  how  shall  I  act  ?  were  the  daily  and  hourly  ques- 
tions on  the  mind.     Many  prayers,  with  sighs  and  cries,  it  caused 
to  the  Lord  to  direct,  to  show  His  mind  and  will ;  for  I  had  no 
desire  to  entertain  a  thought  of  it  were  it  not  His  blessed  pleasure. 
One  portion  especially  would  rest  upon  the  mmd — "Whatsoever 
thine  hand  fiudcth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might."    When  this  portion 
was  fresh  on  the  mind,  then  I  felt  sure  of  having  it;  but  when  it  passed 
away,  I  felt  afraid  of  entertaining  the  thought.    But  time  and  space 
would  fail  to  enter  into  all  the  pros  and  cons^  which  passed  and  re- 
passed.    Suffice  it  to  say,  that  after  wailing  a  few  weeks  for  my 
decision,  my  brother  told  me  that  uncle  had  again  been  and  he 
wished  to  know  without  further  delay  if  he  intended  to  purchase 
the  plant.     Eventually  the  Lord  made  a  way  in  His  Providence, 
and  the  plant  was  purchased.     It  appeared  a  doubly  safe  invest- 
ment, inasmuch  as  the  business  was  paying  a  good  profit,  and  there 
was  a  prospect  of  its  being  required  by  Government  to  make  room 
for  the  completion  of  the  Record  Office  then  and  still  in  course  of 
erection.     However,  I  soon  had  to  prove  that  to  go  into  business 
was  to  launch  out  into  a  deep  ocean  of  trouble,  and  could  I  have 
foreseen  one  thousandth  part  of  the  sore  burden  that  it  would  cost 
me,  I  had  never  entertained  a  moment's  thought  of  it.    But  this  was 
wisely  wrapt  in  the  secret  of  the  future.     The  Word  of  God  says, 
and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  true,  that  "  it  is  not  in  man 
that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps:'  and  the  prophet  once  said,  "I  know, 
O  Lord,  that  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  nimself."     I  believe  that  it 
was  as  ranch  settled  by  the  Lord  that  I  should  have  that  business  as 
my  call  by  grace;  and  I  have  proved  scores  of  times,  and  the  Lord's 
children  too,  that  it  was  most  needful  for  me.     How  many  times 
have  I  gone  before  the  children  in  my  public  ministrations  bowed 
down  to  the  ground  under  the  heavy  weight  of  business  troubles, 
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and  how  frequently  has  the  Lord  used  it  as  a  means  of  comforting 
His  own  blood-bought  children. 

I  had  been  in  the  business  but  a  yer  j  short  time  when  my  brother 
wanted  me  to  sign  my  name  to  a  guarantee  that  he  paid  Two  Pounds 
er  week  to  clear  a  debt  of  over  a  hundred  pounds.  This  was  the 
rst  time  that  I  became  surety  for  another,  and  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  it  will  be  the  last.  Times  and  again  it  seemed  as 
though  I  should  have  it  to  meet^  but  in  each  instance  my  God,  my 
own  covenant  God,  made  a  way  for  my  escape.  I  think  it  was  a 
Rource  of  deep  trial  to  me  nearly  three  years.  But  at  last  the  Lord 
lovingly  delivered  me,  for  which  I  desire  to  bless  and  praise  His 
name.  £very  little  while  during  that  time  I  was  receiving  a  letter 
from  the  creditors  to  say  that  they  were  compelled,  though  reluc- 
tantbfy  to  apply  to  me  to  fulfil  my  engagement  in  meeting  the  pay- 
ment whicn  my  brother  had  failed  to  meet  As  the  reader  may 
imagine,  these  were  letters  that  required  to  be  spread  before  the 
Lord:  and,  bless  His  dear  and  holy  name,  He  appeared  for  me,  and 
never  suffered  me  to  pay  one  farthing  of  the  amount.  Surely  God 
is  good  to  Israel.  If  He  is  good  to  no  one  else,  I  know  He  is  to  me; 
therefore  I  find  it  a  joy  of  heart  to  speak  well  of  Him.  It  has 
seemed  to  me  sometimes  as  though  I  engaged  all  His  heart  and 
mind,  as  though  He  had  no  one  else  to  attend  to,  watch  over,  and 
take  care  of:  and  yet  we  know  that  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand 
bow  before  Him,  that  He  is  the  God  and  Father  and  Kinsman 
Redeemer  of  a  number  that  no  man  can  number,  that  all  beings  and 
things  were  created  by  Him  and  for  Him,  that  He  is  before  all 
things,  and  that  He  upholds  all  things  by  the  Word  of  His  power : 
and  we  know  that  what  the  poet  says  of  Him  is  strictly  true : 

"  No  less  Almighty  at  His  birth. 
Than  on  His  throne  supreme : 
His  shoulders  held  up  heaven  and  earth 
When  Mary  upheld  Him. 

See.  then,  from  what  beginnings  small 

Our  great  salyation  rose  I 
The  strength  of  God  is  own*d  by  all, 

But  who  His  weakness  knows  ]** 

One  morning  when  I  reached  the  ofiice  there  was  a  note  on  the 
desk  for  me  from  my  brother,  saying  that  he  had  heavy  liabilities  to 
meet,  and  he  must  have  a  hundred  pounds  before  night — could  I 
borrow  it  for  him  for  one  week  ?  I  at  once  went  to  a  friend,  who 
willingly  lent  it  me  for  the  time  specified ;  but  the  week  passed  over, 
and  another,  and  another,  yet  my  brother  could  not  pay  me  back« 
Next  week  he  would  pay  without  fail,  but  it  came  and  went,  and 
fail  to  pay  it  he  did.    No  one  but  my  God  can  know  a  tenth  pari  of 
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the  trouble  this  caused  me.  Days  and  nights  of  bitter  anguish  have 
I  experienced  concerning  that  hundred  poui^ds.  My  friend  who 
had  kindly  lent  it,  though  it  proved  no  kindness  to  nie,  was  very 
patient,  although  it  caused  him  great  inconvenience.  As  my  brother 
promised  me,  I  promised  him,  until  I  was  sick  and  tired  of  promises. 
Were  the  promises  of  our  God  like  these,  I  know  not  what  would 
become  of  us  worms  of  the  earth ;  but  I  am  a  living  witness  to  His 
faithfulness  in  every  promise  that  He  has  made  me ;  and  many 
times  I  have  been  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the  full  confidence  of  faith 
that  the  Lord  would  accomplish  this  and  perform  that  when  there 
has  not  been  the  slightest  ground  for  it  from  the  appearance  of  things; 
but  He  says,  "  Judge  not  according  to  the  appearance,  but  judge 
righteous  judgment."  The  Lord  says,  and  He  means  every  word 
in  its  fullest  lattitude,  '*  Blessed  is  she  that  believed,  for  there  shall 
be  a  performance  of  those  things  which  were  told  her  firom  the  Lord." 
**  The  strength  of  Israel  will  not  lie :"  and, 

**  He  who  whispers  pardon*d  sin 
Was  never  Known  to  lie." 

Another  of  our  poets  says,  and  that  most  truthfully, 

<*  The  voice  that  rolls  the  stars  along, 
Speaks  all  the  promises.** 

When  He  speaks  a  promise  in  the  heart  of  His  children,  they 
believe  the  words  that  Jesus  has  spoken.  They  sav,  '*  It  is  the  voice 
of  my  Beloved."  They  can  then  sweetly  respond  to  the  following 
blessed  verse : 

"  Enough,  my  gracious  God, 
Let  &ith  triumphant  cry, 
My  soul  can  on  this  promise  live. 
Can  on  this  promise  die." 

Having  occasion  to  go  into  the  country  to  preach  for  a  few  weeks, 
I  begged  of  my  brother  to  call  and  pay  my  friend  in  the  mean  time, 
which  he  once  more  faithfully  promised  to  do.  I  now  felt  sure  that 
ere  I  came  back  the  money  would  be  paid,  and  told  my  friend  that 
he  might  confidently  expect  it.  But,  alas!  when  I  returned  I  found 
it  was  still  owing,  and  my  heart  wa^  ready  to  break  with  disappoint- 
ment. What  to  do  I  knew  not.  Would  the  Lord  deliver  as  He 
had  ever  done  ?  In  His  own  time  He  appeared,  and  it  was  done  in 
this  way.  I  found  it  quite  necessary  to  take  all  money  transactions 
into  my  own  hands,  and  for  the  future  to  receive  all  and  pay  all. 
For  this  purpose  I  borrowed  two  hundred  pounds,  paid  my  friend 
the  hundred  that  I  had  borrowed,  and  thus  my  mind  was  eased  of 
that  long  and  heavy  burden.  Things  now  went  on  more  smoothly, 
and  I  was  glad  at  heart ;  for  it  was  indeed  a  great  treat  to  get  a 
little  breathii^  time.     But  I  have  ever  found  that  when  it  is  easier 
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and  smoother  in  one  direction,  it  is  harder  and  rougher  in  another. 
Therefore  to  say  that  I  have  ever  gone  a  week  since  I  have  known 
the  Lord  without  either  passing  through  the  furnace  or  flood,  would 
be  wrong;  and  yet  I  can  in  all  confidence  say  that  I  would  not  have 
walked  in  any  other  way.  Why  not?  Because  I  have  proved,  over 
and  over  again,  that  my  troubles  have  been  as  needfiil  as  my  joys, 
my  difficulties  as  necessary  as  my  deliverances.  Reckon  in  this 
way,  child  of  God,  and  then  you  will  not  be  &r  out.  When  they 
told  the  Lord  that  one  whom  He  loved  was  sick,  the  Lord  was 
pleased  to  stay  away  until  the  loved  one  was  dead.  Why  was  this  ? 
Could  it  be  a  proof  of  love  to  let  Lazarus  die  ?  No,  says  Nature, 
love  would  have  immediately  restored  him.  Not  so,  says  Grace  ; 
for  if  there  b  no  death,  there  can  be  no  resurrection :  and  it  seems 
more  glorious  to  raise  from  death  than  to  prevent  death.  There- 
fore Lazarus  must  die,  and  death  and  resurrection  were  both  cer- 
tainties. Christ  said,  *^  The  time  cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the 
dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear 
shall  live :''  and  He  also  declares,  *<  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the 
life :  he  that  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die."  Hence 
the  life  of  Christ  is  the  life  of  the  Church,  and  each  member  is 

**  Say'd  in  the  Lord,  for  ever  sav'd, 
And  in  life's  bundle  bound." 

I  thoroughly  believe  that  every  event  connected  with  the  children 
of  God  is  fixed  by  a  covenant  God:  and  however  much  ihey  may 
complain,  or  whatever  reasons  they  may  assign  for  finding  fault,  it 
is  all  firuitless  and  futile ;  for  the  Lord  will  not  vary  in  His  purpose, 
or  alter  the  thing  which  He  has  most  wisely  fixed  upon.  May  He 
again  and  again  say  to  our  souls,  <^  Be  still  and  know  that  I  am 
God." 

*'  And  is  the  path  Tm  call'd  to  tread 
The  one  that  all  our  fathers  trod? 
Would  not  another  do  instead  ? 
'Be  still  and  know  that  I  am  God.' " 

I  soon  expended  the  hundred  pounds,  and  knew  not  how  I  should 
struggle  on  until  I  received  the  quarter's  accounts.  I  well  knew 
that  if  I  could  manage  until  then  I  should  be  all  right  again.  But  as 
man  is  born  unto  trouble  as  the  sparks  fly  upward,  1  was  doomed  to 
another  tremendous  knock  down ;  for  when  1  sent  to  a  Company, 
whose  bill  amounted  to  about  £70,  to  know  if  they  would  kindly 
pay  it,  as  I  was  pressed  for  money,  judge  of  my  great  disappoint- 
ment at  hearing  that  the  bill  had  already  been  paid  to  my  brother 
and  receipted  by  him.  I  cannot  convey  in  woras  a  tithe  of  what  I 
passed  through  on  account  of  so  severe  a  reverse.  My  heart  was 
too  full  for  utterance*    Eeally,  it  was  too  bad.     After  getting  two 
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hundred  pounds  and  putting  in  the  business,  spen'liog  the  whole 
of  it  on  wages,  paper,  &c ,  and  then  to  be  served  in  that  cruel 
manner !  Well,  <*  He  giveth  no  account  of  His  matters :"  and  He 
says,  "  What  1  do  thou  knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  here- 
after.'* Days  and  nights  I  carried  this  heavy  burden ;  but  the  Lord 
brought  me  through  in  His  own  way  and  time,  and  enabled  me  to 
manage  much  better  than  it  appeared  possible  to  do*  I  need  not 
enumerate  the  many  things  which  the  enemy  suggested  to  my  mind 
under  these  severe  and  painful  trials ;  but  my  reader  may  imagine 
that  he  was  not  backward  in  adding  to  my  trouble.  Had  not  the 
Lord  given  me  special  grace  I  should  sometimes  have  been  distracted 
under  the  pressing  weights.  These  troubles  were  unknown  to  the 
children  among  whom  I  laboured;  for  I  found  no  pleasure  in 
bringing  them  into  the  pulpit.  When  there,  I  wanted  the  Lord  to 
enable  me  to  speak  of  Him,  and  not  weary  the  people  with  my 
complaints :  and  blessings  for  ever  rest  upon  His  precious  name. 
He  was  specially  good  to  me  while  there ;  for  I  generally  lost  my 
burden  while  preaching 

"  Sovereign  grace  o'er  sin  abounding.*' 
{To  be  continued,) 
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(  Continued  from  page  266,  vol.  yiii.). 

This  being  the  experience  of  the  Lord's  family,  every  religious  fool 
must  be  answered  according  to  his  folly  ( Prov.  xxvi.  5).  As  for 
human  accountability  and  man'9  responsibility,  I  find  inyself,  from 
sheer  necessity,  compelled  to  leave  it  all  in  the  hands  of  Him  who 
stood  surety  for  a  stranger,  took  my  cause  in  hand,  and  smarted 
bitterly  on  account  of  it  Christ  alone  is  accountable  for  my  well- 
being  here,  and  hereafter  too,  as  my  Surety,  Husband*  Friend,  and 
**  Brother  born  for  adversity."  He  must  and  will  provide  strength, 
help,  deliverance,  food,  raiment,  and  every  other  blessins,  both 
temporal  and  spiritual ;  yes,  our  Beloved  and  Almighty  Judah  has 
lovingly  engaged  to  bnng  all  His  little  brother  fienjamins  safe 
through  every  evil,  trouble,  trial,  and  danser,  right  home  to  His 
Father's  house;  for  of  His  hand  are  they  all  required.  How  sweet 
the  thought  I 

So,  little  Benjamin,  cheer  up, 
Why  thus  disheartened  hd  ? 
Through  eyery  trial,  hellish  troop, 

Thy  Jesus  sure  will  see 
That  all  thy  needs  are  here  supplied, 
,,  And  see  thy  Father's  face  beside. 
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It  is  a  sweet  mercy  for  the  children  to  ponder  over  and  meditate 
upon,  that  their  great  account,  their  immense  debt,  was  brought  in 
to  Christ  and  settled  by  Him ;  so  that  He  who  is  their  wonderful 
Counsellor,  Advocate  with  the  Father,  kind  Intercessor,  Lawgiver, 
King,  and  Judge,  has  eternally  delivered  them  from  all  blame,  and 
everlastingly  purified  them  from  every  blemish.  "  Thanks  be  unto 
God  for  His  unspeakable  gift." 

When  I  am  on  the  mount,  feel  joyful,  happy,  in  prosperity  of 
soul,  and  peace  flows  as  a  river,  I  can  do  no  other  than  sing,  take 
down  my  liarp  firom  the  willows,  and  say,  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  bless  His  holy  name.*'  The  time  of 
singing  of  birds  is  then  come,  the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  over  and 
gone,  the  clouds,  mist,  wind  and  tempest  are  removed,  and  on  this 
sunny  hill,  this  elevated  mountain  top, 

1  love  to  sit,  I  long  to  stay, 
And  sing  delightful  all  the  day. 

There  is  nothing  of  man  here ;  it  is  all  the  Lord's  doinss.  He  com- 
mands us  to  rejoice  in  the  day  of  prosperity;  and  here  Be  is  glorified 
with  praise ;  but  He  also  says  that  the  days  of  darkness  shall  be 
many.  There  are  to  be  the  days  of  adversity,  the  times  of  war, 
and  the  number  of  months  of  vanity ;  so  that  I  have  to  descend  the 
mount,  return  to  my  own  place,  grope  again  in  darkness,  wade 
through  trouble,  and  fall  before  every  temptation.  Here  the  Lord 
will  be  "  glorified  in  the  fire ;"  and  here  I  am  necessitated  to  wait 
the  return  of  spring,  when  I  again  realise  joy  and  comfort  This 
is  the  spot  where  the  late  Arthur  Tnggs  and  I  have  to  part  com- 
pany ;  for  here  he  gets  far  before  me.  I  find  no  fault  vnth  him  in 
this  matter ;  for  if  the  Lord  appointed  him  many  sunny  days,  all  is 
right,  and  this  is  the  secret  of  it  The  Lord  sovereignly  bestowed 
upon  him  the  **  joy  of  faith,"  the  "  comfort  of  the  Spirit,"  and  much 
permanent  peace ;  whereas  it  is  my  appointed  lot  to  grope  in  the 
dark,  sink  in  the  mire,  be  tossed  on  the  waves,  and,  at  times,  to 
feel  a  thousand  hells  within.  Because  Mr.  Triggs  was  so  highly 
Sivoured  of  the  Lord,  and  his  writings  have  been  made  a  blessing 
to  my  soul,  I  like  to  make  honourable  mention  of  his  name.  He 
was  indeed  specially  blessed  of  the  Lord,  and  was  peculiarly  led 
into  the  mysterious  union  and  grace-relationship  of  the  Church  to 
her  glorious  Head  and  Husband.  While  Arthur  Tri^s  was  blest 
with  the  company  of  Messrs.  Great-heart,  Great-grace,  and  Valliant, 
together  with  young  men  and  fathers,  who  are  strong  as  oaks  and 
taU  as  cedars,  I  am  most  in  company  with  the  little  ones,  such  as 
the  weakly  (Psa,  vi.  2),  the  sick  (1  Co.  xL  30),  those  that  halt 
(Psa.  xxxviii.  17),  mourn  sore  like  doves  (Isai.  Ixi.  13),  the  faint 
(Prov.  xxiv.  10),  feeble  and  sore  broken  (Psa.  xxxviii.  8),  and  the 
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fearful  among  the  children  (Isai.  xxxv.  4).  I  am  nothing  but  a 
poor  weathercock,  full  of  changes,  full  of  sin,  full  of  lust  and  un* 
cleanness  in  all  its  forms.  I  start  at  a  shadow,  run  before  a  flea, 
fall  over  a  straw,  and  am  as  unstable  as  water,  which  is  one  reason 
why  I  do  not  excel.  Indeed  I  find  myself  as  poor,  weak,  in-and- 
out,  crooked,  and  rickety,  a  thing  as  ever  entered  the  spiritual  door 
of  gospel  Zion :  and  yet,  to  show  the  gospel  of  grace,  there  are 
blessed  seasons  when  this  dead  lump  is  drawn  out  and  acted  upon  by 
the  powerful  constrainings,  bright  shinings,  and  spiritual  quicken- 
ings,  of  the  blessed  Spirit;  so  that  ray  poor  heart  is  truly  astonished, 
my  soul  is  captivated,  and  my  spirit  is  cheered.  It  is  then  I  leap 
and  run,  mount  and  fly,  with  the  foremost ;  for  I  feel  as  strong* 
lively,  and  happy  as  any  little  busy  bee  in  gathering  honev  from 
every  opening  gospel  flower.  At  such  times  I  cheenully  tate  my 
harp  from  the  willows,  and  joyfully  play  the  highest  note  to  the 
praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace  who  hath  made  me  acceptable  in 
the  Beloved.  It  is  then  that  I  can  sing  and  make  melody  in  my 
heart  to  the  Lord. 

The  Bom  of  Shaion  now  ig  found, 
To  shed  its  fragianee  all  aronnd, 
The  Lily  of  the  Valey  sweet, 
Where  all  the  charm&  of  beauty  meet. 

But  methinks  I  can  hear  some  one  say,  ^^  If  you  can  move  only  as 
you  are  acted  upon,  what  is  the  use  of  the  command,  precepts,  and 
exhortations  of  the  Word  ?"  Whv,  they  are  just  like  the  rest  of  the 
Word,  only  a  dead  letter,  and  of  no  saving  use  until  made  spirit 
and  life  by  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory.  ^^  The  words  that  I  speak 
unto  you,"  says  Christ,  "  they  are  Spirit  and  they  are  life."  When 
the  Church  says  "  Draw  me,  and  we  will  run  after  thee :"  and,  "  I  will 
run  the  way  of  thy  commandments  when  thou  shalt  enlarge  my 
heart ;"  do  you  imagine  that  she  was  so  foolish  as  to  think  that  she 
could  run  without  His  drawing  and  enlargement  of  heart  ?  What 
caused  Job  to  say,  **  Though  Ue  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  Him  ?" 
Because  his  faith  was  drawn  out  and  acted  upon.  What  caused 
David  to  pen  the  46tb  Psalm?  The  Lord  had  enlarged  his  steps^ 
warmed  his  heart,  strengthened  and  drawn  out  his  fidtb,  and  blessed 
his  souL  What  was  it  that  made  the  Prophet  so  confident  as  to 
elicit  the  following  noble  determination  ?  ^^  Although  the  fig<-tree 
shall  not  blossom,  neither  shall  be  fruit  in  the  vine,  the  labour  of 
the  olive  shall  fail,  and  the  field  shall  yield  no  meat :  the  flock  shall 
be  cut  ofi^  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  herd  in  the  stall,  yet 
I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord  ;  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  salvation." 
Because  his  faith  was  encouraged,  drawn  out,  and  acted  upon« 

What  made  Peter  the  Arminian  say,  **  Though  all  men  forsake 
thee,  yet  will  not  I?"     His  little  faith  was  not  in  exercise  for  want 
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of  being  drawn  out  and  acted  upon.  Poor  fellow!  But  what  made 
Peter  the  Calvinisl  sav,  "  To  whom  shall  we  go  ?  for  thou  hast  the 
words  of  eternal  life.'*^  How  came  his  epistles  to  be  so  full  of  free 
grace,  so  that  he  was  enabled  to  feed  the  lambs  and  sheep^  comfort 
the  afflicted,  give  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word  to  babes,  and  strong 
meat  to  the  joung  men  ?  He  was  drawn  out  of  his  Arminian  self 
into  Christ,  where  he  was  lost  in  wonder,  love,  and  jM^ise,  at  the 
fulness,  freeness,  richness,  and  glory  of  gospel  grace.  This  made 
him  what  some  would  term  an  Hyper-Calvinist  and  Rank  Antino- 
mian.  You  hear  no  more  of  Peter's  bragging  and  boasting  after 
this  sifting.  He  found  to  his  cost  that  there  was  no  more  de- 
pendence to  be  placed  in  the  so-called  inherent  grace  than  in  Satan 
himself:  and  yet  I  believe  that  there  was  more  inherent  grace  in 
Peter  at  his  lowest  ebb  than  in  thousands  of  the  most  polite  Armi- 
nians  of  the  present  day. 

Poor  Peter  went  to  Jericho, 

But  what  befel  him  there  \ 
They  knock'd  him  down  and  beat  him  so. 

And  stript  him  ahnost  hare  ! 
They  broke  his  bones  and  danb'd  his  fine. 

And  robbed  him  oat  of  all  his  grace. 

This  severe  sifting  or  schooling  did  poor  Peter  good.  He  was 
thereby  necessitated  to  look  for  grace  where  alone  it  was  to  be 
found :  and  it  does  my  poor  backsliding  heart  good  when  1  think 
how  he  was  saved  from  his  weakness,  folly,  and  shame ;  for  I  know 
what  it  is  to  experimentally  follow  afar  off,  fall  before  a  maid,  and 
creep^into  the  hall :  and  I  know  a  little  of  the  sweetness  and  melt- 
ings caused  by  the  all-powerful  look  of  Jesus.  It  was  this  which 
prevented  Peter  fix)m  going  through  the  devil's  sieve.  Blessed 
schooling !  Profitable  teaching  I  And  bless  and  praise  the  Almighty 
Jesus  who  caused  it  to  work  together  for  his  good  and  the  Lord's 
glory. 

After  the  good  Samaritan  had  found  poor  Peter^  raised  aim  up, 
healed  his  wounds,  set  his  bones,  cheered  his  heart  with  gospel 
wine,  paid  his  fare,  and  took  care  of  him.  He  ordained  him  a  bishop 
and  preacher  of  "the  glorious  gospel"  of  fi^e  grace.  He  was  ap- 
pointed and  anointed  by  the  Archbishop  of  our  spiritual  Jerusalem. 
In  reading  his  epistles  we  find  him  all  for  grace,  sound  and  clear, 
without  a  shade  of  Arminianism.  Yes,  the  sieve  of  Satan  did  him 
good ;  for  there  he  found  that 

His  jewels  of  inherent  grace 

He  could  not  keep  one  day ; 
In  Jericho,  that  cursed  place. 

They  all  got  stole  away : 
This  treatment  led  him  to  the  spot 
Where  '*  God  is  love  '  and  changeth  not. 
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The  childreo  of  God  know  and  feel  after  they  have  had  a  few 
plunges  into  Job's  ditch>  that  grace  is  not  in  their  keeping ;  and 
they  are  thereby  led  to  look  more  unto  Him  in  whom  dwelleth  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge :  and  by  seeing  the  fulfil- 
ment^  perfection,  and  beauty  of  the  commandments  and  precepts  in 
Christ  alone,  they,  by  faith,  take  hold  of  them  as  their  own ;  and 
bless  and  praise  toe  Lord  for  the  rich  mercy.  This  is  rendering  the 
obedience  of  faith,  which  alone  can  bear  the  scrutiny  of  heaven. 
All  other  obedience  is  esteemed  as  dung  and  dross.  Faith  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  anything  but  Christ.  Faith  is  the  victory 
that  overcometh  the  world,  sin,  flesh,  and  satan,  death  and  hell; 
and  this  conquest  alone  is  found  in  Christ.  By  faith  we  live,  move, 
i^alk,  run,  fight,  rejoice,  and  sing,  and  all  is  in,  by,  and  durough 
Christ.  In  &ct,  ihe  whole  of  religion  in  doctrine,  practice  and  en- 
joyment is  in  Christ ;  and  all  the  rest  belongs  to  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the  devil :  and  the  devil  and  his  agents  do  all  that  in  them 
lie  to  make  the  best  of  it.  Christ  substantiates  every  promise, 
blessine,  doctrine,  and  precept ;  and  every  grace  of  the  Spirit ;  for 
the  Holy  Ghost  takes  of  His  and  shows  unto  us.  Is  &ith  the  vic- 
tcxry  that  overcometh  the  world?  Then  Christ  is  faith.  Says  He, 
"  Be  of  good  cheer,  for  I  have  overcome  the  world,"  What  is  our 
hope?  It  is  Christ  "Christ  in  you  the  hojie  of  glory;*'  "the 
hope  of  Israel;"  the  hope  of  His  people;"  "Jesus  Christ  which  is 
our  hope :"  "looking  for  that  blessed  hope."  What  is  love?  f*God 
is  love,"  and  Christ  is  God.  Indeed  there  is  no  grace,  or  spiritual 
gift  of  grace,  but  Christ  is  the  substance  of,  the  marrow  and  fulness 
o£  ^^  But  Christ  is  all  and  in  all."  To  know,  feel,  and  enjoy  Him 
as  such  is  indeed  life  eternal.     These  mercies  tune  my  heart  to  d»ig : 

Jesus,  storehouse  of  all  blessing, 

Thou  unto  thy  people  be : 
In  thyself  all  grace  possesalngy 

What  a  ftilness  dwells  in  uiee  I 
Precious  Jesus ! 

Thou  art  all  in  all  to  me. 

(7\>  be  Continued,) 
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HtJNTiNOTON,  somewhere  in  his  writings,  says  that  those  who  have 
an  independency  among  the  Lord's  children  know  but  one  side  of 
God.  They  may  know  Him  as  a  God  of  grace,  but  not  as  a  God 
of  Providence.  This  to  a  certain  extent  is  true ;  for  those  who 
have  an  abundance  of  this  world's  goods,  know  little  if  anything  ot 
the  marvellous  ways  in  which  the  Lord  supplies  His  providentially 
tried  people.     The  man  who  can  always  Keep  a  surplus  at  tlte 
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bank,  and  has  merely  to  write  a  cheque  to  answer  any  demand 
made  upon  his  purse^  has  no  opportunity  of  sympathising  with  a 
fellow  heir  to  the  kingdom  of  God  who  has  to  live,  as  it  is  com- 
monly termed,  "  from  hand  to  mouth,"     I  believe  that  the  child  of 
God  who  has  the  most  trying  pathway  to  walk  in  Providence — ^as  a 
rule— ^is  the  most  deeply  taught  in  the  spiritual  mysteries  of  God's 
kingdom.     There  is  such  a  deep-rooted  independence  '^bout  us  as 
creatures,  that  we  should  scarcely,  if  ever,  go  to  the  Lord  con- 
cerning things  needful  for  the  body  were  it  not  that  He  was  pleased 
to  bring  us  into  positions  most  trying  in  flis  unerring  providence. 
Have  we  health  and  strength  ?     Instead  of  praising  the  Lord  daily 
for  so  great  a  blessing,  we  are  apt  to  abuse  the  health  so  signally 
given  us.     Have  we  all  that  heart  can  wish  of  temporal  things? 
Rather  than  feelingly  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in 
bestowing  upon  us  unworthy  creatures  such  favours,  we  are  too  apt 
to  be  most  dissatisfied  with  our  lot,  and  crave  something  that  we 
suppose  would  much  enhance  our  comfort  that  we  do  not  possess. 
Can  this  be  right  ?    The  Lord  says,  "  If  riches  increase,  set  not 
your  heart  upon  them."     As  a  rule,  and  one  with  solitary  excep- 
tions, very  few  of  the  blood-bought  family  of  heaven  have  riches  to 
set  their  heart  upon.     Here  and  there  one,  we  were  going  to  say, 
is  blest  with  an  abundance  of  this  world's  goods ;  but  how  often  it 
proves  a  snare  to  them.     "  How  hardly,"  says  the  man  of  sorrows, 
"  shall  they  who  have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."     We 
read  of  one  praying  to  the  Lord  for  neither  poverty  nor  riches,  and 
he  assigns  a  very  good  reason  for  so  desirable  a  position.    Though 
no  man  would  choose  the  pathway  of  poverty,  it  being  so  repugnant 
to  nature,  yet  the  Lord's  children  must  acknowledge  that  their 
souls  are  far  more  prosperous  in  the  pathway  of  poverty  than  the 
pathway  of  prosperity.     That  is,  those  of  the  Lord's  children  who 
have  experienced  both  dispensations.     Say,  ye  tried  children  of 
God,  when  have  you  been  brought  most  in  contact  with  a  precious 
Jesus?     Has  it  been  when  your  pathway  has  been  strewn  with 
roses  or  hedged  uj)  with  thorns  ?     Tell  me  now  honestly  if  the  old 
beaten  path  of  much  tribulation  has  not  been  the  most  prosperous 
as  far  as  soul-matters  are  concerned  ?     When  you  have  a  certain 
payment  to  meet  at  a  certain  time,  and  you  know  that  you  can  put 
your  hand  upon  the  money  at  any  moment,  is  there  not  a  kind  of 
independent  feeling  about  you ;  and,  more  than  that,  is  there  not 
too  frequently  a  boosting  in  your  fleshy  mind  on  account  of  being 
able  to  pay  everybody?     At  such  seasons  you  forget  that  your 
principal  creditor  goes  r.npaid.     The  Lord  who  gives  you  gold  and 
silver  to  meet  your  payments  is  entirely  forgotten ;  so  that  you  do 
•not  give  Him  the  praise  and  glory  due  unto  His  name.     But,  on 
the  other  band,  if  you  have  a  payment  to  meet  at  a  certain  time, 
and,  if  not  met,  your  credit,  honesty,  and  position  in  life  are  at 
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stake — ^nay  more,  if  not  honourably  met,  you  and  your  family  are 
ruined ;  and  you  have  not  a  friend  in  the  world  to  whom  you  can 
apply,  and  have  no  resources  of  your  own ;  how  about  it  then  ? 
Here  is  a  lawful  demand  upon  you,  and  nothing,  literally  nothing, 
to  meet  it.  1  his  is  a  case  of  real  necessity,  where  flesh  and  blood 
fail.  What  is  to  be  done  under  the  circumstances?  The  I-ord  now 
is  resorted  to.  That  Lord  you  have  so  often  abused  and  slighted ; 
that  God  who  has  so  repeatedly  been  discarded;  that  precious 
Christ  whose  counsel  has  so  frequently  been  set  at  nougat;  He 
alone  now  is  sought  after.  He  is  now  implored,  with  many  sighs, 
cries,  and  groans,  vnth,  "  Lord,  do  appear :  thou  knowest  mytrying 
position :  thou  art  well  aware,  dear  Lord,  if  I  do  not  meet  this 
payment,  my  family  is  ruined.  Thou  are  well  aware,  precious 
Jesus,  how  my  enemies  would  exult  over  me  were  I  thus  cast  down. 
Dear  Lord,  do  deliver  me.  Enable  me  to  meet  the  demand  with 
honour.  Sufier  not  thy  cause  of  truth  to  be  reproached  on  my 
account.  I  have  none  to  look  to  but  thee :  no  one  to  lean  upon 
but  thyself.     My  expectation  is  exclusively  from  thee." 

The  foregoing  are  specimens  of  the  heart -breathings  and  soul- 
utterances  of  a  living  child  in  so  painful  a  position ;  and  perhaps 
the  Lord  keeps  the  child  there  to  within  a  few  moments  of  the  im- 
portant time ;  and,  at  last,  when  all  seemed  the  most  gloomy,  with 
every  way  shut  up,  and  certain  ruin  the  inevitable  consequence, 
the  Lord  lovingly  appears.  Perhaps  first  by  a  blessed  promise,  to 
support  the  mind  until  the  moment  of  deliverance,  and  afterwards 
with  the  needed  amount  to  meet  the  payment.  Very  likely  it  has 
come  from  a  quarter  never  dreampt  of.  Perhaps  from  a  party  who 
has  ever  been  quite  hostile.  The  money  has  come,  may  be  in  the 
hand  of  a  raven ;  but  come  it  has,  and  at  the  right  time  too.  Well, 
the  Lord  has  appeared.  His  hand  has  been  seen,  and  His  goodness 
has  been  acknowledged.  The  child  of  God  has  had  what  he  calls 
a  wonderful  deliverance.  Why  wonderful?  Because  he  had  no 
independency,  no  resources,  no  money  at  all  to  meet  the  legal 
claim  made  upon  him ;  therefore,  from  shere  necessity,  he  has  been 
compelled  to  go  to  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  has  granted  him  a 
signal  deliverance.  It  is,  therefore,  called  a  wonderful  deliverance. 
The  Lord's  goodness  in  thus  appearing  so  timely  causes  the  re- 
cipient of  such  unmerited  mercy  to  bless  and  praise  the  Lord  with 
all  their  heart  and  souL  It  makes  them  feel  that  if  they  possessed 
ten  thousand  tongues  they  should  all  be  freely  employed  in 
praising  their  precious  Lord  for  so  kind  an  interposition.  Thus 
the  providential  favour  becomes  a  spiritual  blessing  to  the  living 
child* 

Hence,  after  all,  this  is  a  happier  child  of  God  than  the  one 

rolling  in  luxury's  lap. 

Benjamin. 
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The  Sixteenth. 

Prbacued  by  ths  late  Mil  A&thur  Triqqs. 

What  a  noble  expression  ! 

"  He  freely  took  our  lowest  place :" 

and  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  if  the  Church  had  fallen  ten  million 
times  lower,  and  had  been  ten  million  times  more  filthy  and  guilty, 
and  had  their  hatred  and  rebellion  extended  ten  million  degrees 
higher.  He  never  would  have  disowned  them^  He  never  would 
cease  to  love  her,  nor  can  she  ever  alter  from  what  she  really  is  and 
ever  will  be,  not  only  in  His  sight,  but  in  oneness  of  nature,  of  life, 
and  oneness  of  Spirit ;  for  Christ  and  the  Church  are  one.     Here 
it  is  that  God's  children  frequently  raise  up  disquietude  in  their 
minds  concerning  the  awful  nature  of  their  &11,  making  calculations 
from  their  fleshlv  feelings  and  saying,  '^  Oh,  if  I  was  not  such  a 
great  sinner,  I  think  it  would  be  better."    Beloved,  there  cannot  be 
a  sinner  too  great,  too  filthy,  or  too  guilty,  for  our  most  glorious 
Christ;  and  those  that  have  followed  Christ  in  the  regeneration  are 
as  much  out  of  sin,  death,  dying  and  damnation,  as  our  most  glorious 
Christ  is ;  and  we  are  as  free  &om  law,  curse,  and  wrath,  as  He 
Himself  is ;  but  if  we  measure  ourselves  by  ourselves,  it  will  be  very 
scant  measure.    Here  is  our  mercy,  the  Church  are  like  a  parcel  of 
ciphers ;  but,  it  is  that  Great  and  Mighty  One  that  gives  life  and 
blessedness,  salvation  and  righteousness,  to  the  Church :  yea.  He  is 
our  all  in  all«     You  that  are  led  by  God  the  Eternal  Spirit  in  con- 
templation of  Him,  in  the  knowledge  of  Him,  have  no  need  to 
trouble  yourself  at  anything  that  you  are,  but  rejoice  in  what  Jesus 
Christ  is.     "  Ah,"  says  a  poor  soul,  "  you  don't  know  how  I  am 
troubled."    And  you  will  be  as  long  as  you  are  pondering  over 
what  you  are :  you  will  never  have  peace  nor  happiness  in  me  old 
tabernacle  as  long  as  you  look  at  yourself.     God  never  gave  you 
eyes  to  look  at  yourself.    What  a  parcel  of  fools  God's  children  are, 
they  will  look  at  themselves,  when  our  mercy  is  to  be  looking  autf 
looking  off,  and  looking  up,  to  "  behold  the  Lamb  of  God  which 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world." 

But  now  for  the  text,  and  as  the  Lord  shall  open  it,  shall  say  a 
few  words  on  it.  "  I  press  toward  the  mark  for~  the  prize  of  the 
high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Phill.  iii.  14).  Look  at  it 
and  mind,  it  is  all  in  Christ  and  not  in  ourselves.  We  have  spoken 
a  little  ohoiit  the  premnff,  and  don't  you  think  you  will  go  to  heaven 
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without  it;  if  you  do^  you  will  be  mistaken.  I  know  what  it  is  to 
desire  to  live  what  is  called  an  easy  life,  but  we  never  shall  have  it. 
Some  of  you  have  praved  hard  for  it  many  times.  Have  you  got 
it  ?  No.  Well,  I  will  tell  you  how  it  happened  with  me.  The 
more  I  prayed  for  ease,  the  more  troublesome  everything  became ; 
the  more  I  prayed  to  go  on  quietly,  the  more  everything  was  in  an 
uproar;  ana  the  more  I  prayed  the  Lord  to  keep  the  devil  at  a 
distance,  the  more  he  was  let  loose,  and  came  in  like  a  flood  Well, 
say  you,  was  not  that  disheartening?  It  was  all  right  Why? 
Because  it  is  a  right  way.     Why  ?     That  no  flesh  may  glory  in  His 

Presence,  and  that  him  that  glorieth,  may  glory  only  in  the  Lord, 
^hat  is  the  general  religion  of  the  day  ?  Going  on  so  smooth,  so 
harpy,  so  lovmg,  trying  what  they  can  do  for  the  Lord.  The  devil 
will  never  oppose  such ;  but  as  sure  as  you  belong  to  Christ,  you 
must  be  stript  of  everything :  the  Lord  will  put  death  on  every- 
thing, but  Himself  You  will  then  learn  a  little  what  it  is  to  love 
Christ,  and  you  will  also  begin  to  think  a  little  about  God's  testi- 
monies; having  a  single  eye,  you  will  only  have  a  single  object,  and 
a  single  subject;  and  that  is,  Jesus  only.     Then, 

"  Through  fire  and  flood  she  goes, 
A  weakling  more  than  strong ; 
Tents  in  His  bosom  all  her  woes, 
Andf  leaning,  laoveB  along/' 

0  what  vitality,  there  is  in  this  eternid  mercy !     "  I  press."    Now 

1  have  been  thinking  a  little  this  week,  and  I  cannot  find  one  day 
but  what  Ipressy  and  it  is  toward.  You  that  know  this  secret  will 
agree  with  me,  that  it  is  always  going  forward,  though  everything 
in  ourselves  may  be  going  to  wreck  and  ruin ;  and  as  it  is  going 
forward,  nothing  can  retard  us  or  keep  us  from  the  mark  we  press 
toward ;  and  as  sure  as  we  are  brought  into  that  position,  ere  long 
we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is,  without  a  veil  between.  Beloved, 
there  is  no  man  or  woman  can  make  a  right  estimation  of  a 
believer's  life ;  they  may  talk  about  it,  and  say  a  great  deal  about 
experience,  but  there  is  more  wrapped  up  in  these  two  words  than 
all  the  men  in  the  world  can  say  about  it — ^^  I  press."  Now  take 
the  context :  "I  press  toward ;"  then  the  glorious  subject  set  before 
us~**  T1i£  mark.  No  one  can  press  towards  a  mark,  if  there  is 
none ;  no  one  can  press  toward  a  mark,  if  he  has  not  that  mark  in 
view  and  some  knowledge  of  it.  "  Well,"  say  you,  "  I  think  that 
mark  is  heaven."  Then  I  don't ;  I  believe  it  is  something  more 
than  heaven.  <<  Ah,"  says  another,  *^  I  think  the  mark  is  our  happi- 
ness." It  is  something  more  than  that.  What  is  it,  then  ?  Himself, 
that  is  the  only  mark  we  press  toward.  God  the  Father  hath  but 
one  Christ.      God  the  Eternal  Spirit  testifies  of  but  one  Christ, 
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and  every  living  child  of  God  hath  the  same*  Who  is  it  ?  Jesus 
only^  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man^  the  Man  Christ  Jesus; 
and  He  saith,  "  No  man  can  come  to  theJFather,  but  by  me."  And 
as  we  believe  it  is  Jesus  only^  and  as  there  is  no  coming  to  the 
Father,  nor  knowing  the  Father,  but  by  and  in  Christ ;  so  there  is 
no  peace  with  God  but  in  Christ ;  there  is  no  salvation  and  eternal 

f;lory  but  in  Christ ;  and  as  we  are  brought  to  this  glorious  way  of 
iving,  we  have  but  one  object  and  one  subject,  and  that  is  Christ 
Himself*  How  blessed  it  is  to  have  that  Mighty  Him  for  the  mark 
we  are  pressing  toward  for  the  prize ;  and  He  is  "  Jesus  Christ  the 
same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever."  **  But,"  says  a  poor  child  of 
God,  "  I  change  so  in  myself."  Not  a  bit  of  it"  I  have  never 
changed  from  being  a  sinner  in  my  life.  People  say,  Oh  my 
changes,  my  changes !  Let  me  tell  you,  if  any  change  could  take 
place,  it  would  just  unfit  you  for  Christ  '*  Why,"  say  some,  "where 
IS  the  parson  getting  to  ?''  Just  where  l^e  desirea ;  that  is,  to  be 
with  Jesus  only.  I  never  change.  I  have  revolution  and  fluctu- 
ation in  feeling,  and  thoughts;  but  I  am  always  the  same,  a  poor 
sinner,  and  Jesus  Christ  is  always  the  same,  my  Saviour.  Such  a 
match  was  never  known  but  by  God  Himself.     Then  I  say,  bless- 

Ton  His  glorious  name ! 
will  now  notice  a  few  things  that  present  themselves  to  the 
mind,  relative  to  Christ,  the  mark,  that  we  are  pressing  toward, 
and  we  shall  begin  at  Prov.  viii;  23.  Here  we  read,  "  I  was  set  up 
firom  everlasting.'^  A  glorious  mark  that  "Jehovah  possessed 
me  in  the  beginning  of  His  way."  Here  is  Jehovah  possessing 
Christ,  and  Christ  possessing  Jehovah.  How?  "For  in  Him 
dwells  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily."  Men  with  specu- 
lative minds  cannot  make  this  out,  they  want  to  form  in  their 
notions,  a  pre-existing  human  soul,  that  the  Lord  possessed  and 
brought  forth  :  but  if  they  were  to  read  that  dear  scripture  accord- 
ing to  the  Hebrew,  it  sweetly  preaches  of  Christ,  and  I  often  wonder 
the  translators  did  not  translate  it  according  to  the  simplicity  of  the 
Hebrew  text ;  for  thus  it  reads :  "  Jehovah  possessed  me,  the  be- 
ginning. His  way."  "  Jehovah  possessed  me,"  Christ  the  wisdom 
of  God  in  a  mystery.  "  Jehovah  possessed  me,  the  beginning.  His 
way."  God's  way  is  our  way,  and  He  hath  but  one  way;  the 
Church  hath  but  one  way,  and  Christ  saith,  "  I  am  the  way.**  Then 
He  saith,  "I  was  set  up  from  everlasting."  Who  ?  The  person  of 
Christ  No,  says  some,  it  is  a  prcexistent  soul  man.  But  it  is  the 
person  of  Christ  that  was  set  up  from  everlasting,  or  ever  the  earth 
was.  **  Then  was  I  by  Him,  as  one  brought  up  with  Him,  and  was 
daily  His  delight,  rejoicing  always  before  Him,  rejoicing  in  the 
habitable  part  of  His  earth,  and  my  delights  were  with  the  sons  of 
men."    Take  notice  of  that  mysterious  expression,  because  there 
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was  no  time,  no  days,  and  no  world,  then  created ;  for  God  bad  not 
as  yet  entered  into  acts  of  creation,  and  yet  lie  was  daily  rejoicing 
in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth :  here  we  behold  the  Church 
brought  up  in  union  with  Christ,  as  they  stood  according  to  the 
eternal  purpose  of  God,  in  their  eternal  election  standing  in  union 
and  blessedness  with  Christ,  and  thus  they  are  called  the  habitable 
part  of  His  earth,  and  they  are  also  called  the  highest  part  of  the 
dust  of  the  world,  although  when  the  Church  fell  they  became  the 
lowest  part;  and  our  most  glorious  Christ  saith,  ^^Thou  hast  brought 
me  into  the  dust  of  death."  But  "  my  delights  were  with  the  sons 
of  men,"  when  there  was  not  one  ,  yet  bom.  If  you  look  into 
Psa.  cxxxix.  we  have  the  same  truth  unfolded :  "  Thine  eyes  did 
see  my  substance,  yet  being  unperfect,  and  in  thy  book  all  my  mem- 
bers were  written,  which  in  continuance  were  fashioned,  when  as 
yet  there  was  none  of  them."  A  very  similar  expression  to  that, 
called  the  habitable  part  of  His  earth,  and  His  delights  were  with 
the  sons  of  men.  Has  His  delight  altered  since  he  was  set  up  ? 
No.  Did  not  the  fall  and  rebellion  of  the  Church  alter  His  delight 
and  lessen  His  love  I  No.  "  He  cannot  love  her  more,  nor  will 
He  love  her  less."  Well,  then,  what  was  He  set  up  for  ?  As  the 
Head  of  His  body,  the  Church.  Now  look  into  Psa.  ii.,  and  what 
we  find  there  is  very  blessed*  God  the  Father  speaking  of  Christ, 
saith,  "  I  have  set  my  King  on  Zion,  the  hill  of  my  holmess." 

{To  be  Continued.) 
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"  A  friend  loveth  at  all  times,  and  a  brother  is  born  Sw  adversity." — Faoy.  xvii.  17. 

How-  sweet,  bow  blessed ;  yea,  how  precious,  is  Jesus  to  all  His 
tried,  afflicted,  and  tempted  people  I  He  is  precious  in  the  un- 
changeability  of  His  person.  He  is  "  the  same  yesterday,  to-day, 
and  for  ever."  He  resteth  in  His  love,  and  hateth  putting  away. 
Arid  we  read,  "  Having  loved  His  own  which  were  in  the  world. 
He  loved  them  unto  the  end."  Yes,  and  the  final  triumph  of  every 
saint  depends  upon  the  unchangeability  of  the  love  of  Christ. 
*^  God  is  love,"  and  He  must  change  before  one  of  His  little  ones 
can  perish;  but  He  is  in  one  mind,  and  none  can  turn  Him. 
Christ  is  the  glorious  person  that  aware  to  His  own  hurt,  and 
changeth  not.  He,  then,  that  hath  fi'iends,  will  show  Himself 
friendly.  And  when  does  Jesus  show  Himself  friendly  to  His  peo- 
ple ?  When  they  are  brought  to  prove  by  painful  experience  the 
fallacy  of  all  eartnly  friendship :  when  lover  and  friena  stand  aloof, 
trouble  abounds  on  every  hand :  when  neither  sun  nor  stars  appear 
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for  many  days ;  and  when  they  have  a  tempting  devil  to  contend 
with.  It  is  when  in  these  adverse  circumstances  that  Jesus  endears 
Himself  as  the  friend  that  loveth  at  all  times,  and  the  brother 
bom  for  adversity.  Here  is  dear  relationship,  and  when  led  by  the 
Spirit  to  drink  a  little  into  the  glorious  mystery^^we  rise  above  all 
trouble,  creatures,  and  created  things,  and  sing  with  a  holy  zest,  as 
we  pass  along, 

'*  Though  painfnl  at  present,  'twill  cease  before  long, 
And  then,  0  how  pleasant  the  conqueror's  soi^  !" 

Yes,  my  beloved,  a  few  more  trials,  a  little  more  sorrow,  a  few 
more  silent  groans  and  sighs,  and  all  will  be  over;  and  that  sweet 
promise  shall  be  fulfilled  in  our  experience,  **  I  will  come  again, 
and  receive  you  unto  myself,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be 
also."  O  to  have  a  good  hope  through  grace;  to  have  Jesus  formed 
in  the  heart  the  hope  of  glory ;  it  will  enable  us  to  "  fight  the  ffood 
fight  of  faith,"  and  to  endure  hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  tiesus 
Christ  Jesus  is  a  finiend  that  lovisth  at  all  times,  under  all  circum- 
stances. When  I  am  murmuring  and  repining,  He  loves  me  still 
the  same :  when  unbelief  is  rampant,  **  He  abideth  faithful.  He 
cannot  deny  Himself."  O  with  what  tender  care  and  compassion 
does  Jehovah  Jesus  watch  over  His  people.  He  is  a  sympathising 
High  Priest,  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities.  "In  all 
their  afflictions  He  was  afflicted :"  and, 

"  He  knows  what  sore  temptations  mean ; 
For  He  has  felt  the  same." 

Jesus  is  a  Brother  born  to  minister  unto  His  brethren  in  their 
necessities,  to  feed  them  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat,  and  cause 
them  to  drink  of  the  good  old  wine  of  the  kingdom.  But  ofttimes 
when  His  hand  is  thus  ministering  to  them,  and  His  arm 
is  made  bare  for  their  deliverance,  are  they  ignorant  who  He  is, 
until  He  makes  Himself  known  with  the  heart-cheering,  and  soul- 
melting  words,  "  I  am  Joseph  your  Brother."  O  then  what  tears 
of  joy  flow  forth,  and  how  we  cast  ourselves  at  His  dear  feet,  and 
cry  out  in  extatic  joy,  *^  Let  Him  kiss  me  with  the  kisses  of  His 
mouth :  His  mouth  is  most  sweet." 

Beloved,  are  you  not  witnesses  to  the  faithfulness  of  your  pre- 
cious Lord  ?  and  has  He  not  stood  by  you  when  all  other  help  has 
failed  ?  and  though  He  has  been  pleased  to  bring  you  into  adverse 
circumstances.  His  object  has  been  to  endear  Himself  as  ^  the 
Friend  that  loveth  at  all  times,  and  the  Brother  bom  for  adver- 
sities." 

An  earthly  brother  drops  his  holdi 
Is  sometimes  hot,  and  sometimes  coM, 
But  Jesus  is  the  same.** 
London.  H.  P. 
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fCondudedfiom  our  last  J 

As  He  is  set  up  as  King  and  Head»  there  must  be  a  body  also. 
Now  hear  how  sweetly  the  Holy  Ghost  speaks  about  it  by  Paul: 
"  Who  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  Christ  Jesus, 
liefore  the  foundation  of  the  world."  How  sweetly  the  Holy  Ghost 
opens  it.  We  have  Christ  set  up,  the  Church  chosen  in  Him,  and 
the  end  the  Lord  had  in  view,  and  the  assurance  given  of  the  im- 
possibility of  any  alteration  of  the  truth,  <^  that  we  should  be  holy 
and  without  blame  before  Him  in  love."  We  must  look  at  another 
testimony  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  for  it  is  most  blessed  in  the  contem- 
plation of  it,  and  we  find  it  in  the  closing  up  of  Ephs.  i. :  *^  That 
we  should  be  to  dbe  praise  of  His  glory."  If  the  Lord  enables  you 
to  take  this  testimony  into  consideration,  being  confirmed  by  Him 
in  the  unalterable  blessedness  of  the  Church  in  Christ  Jesus,  as  well 
as  the  union  subsisting  between  Christ  and  the  Church,  you  will 
believe,  that  as  Christ  was  set  up  the  Head,  so  you  and  I  were 
chosen  in  Him,  the  body ;  and  as  Christ  was  set  up  bv  God  the 
Father  a  King,  so  you  and  I  arc  subjects  of  Christ.  What  then 
can  alter  it  ?  Nothing.  What  is  the  consequence  ?  ^^  That  we 
should  be  to  the  praise  of  His  glory  who  first  trusted  in  Christ.'' 
To  have  the  mind  taken  up  with  this  dear  truth,  causes  me  to  look 
forward,  '^that  my  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified"  above  and 
beyond  all  my  blessedness.  This  I  find  very  blessed  day  by  day,  it 
produ6il^ranquility  of  mind,  and  it  gives  comfort  to  the  heart ;  for 
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the  blessedness  of  the  Church  and  God's  glory  are  inseparably 
united,  and  the  blessedness  of  the  Church  will  run  coeval  witn  God's 
glory.  Are  these  the  mercies  the  Lord  communicates  to  you  day 
by  day;  or  are  you  more  taken  up  with  your  happiness  and  comfort 
than  you  are  with  the  glory  of  God  ?  I[recollect  well  a  saying  of 
a  child  of  God  just  leaving  time.  "  Oh,'*  said  he,  "let  my  Lord  be 
glorified,  and  it  matters  not  what  becomes  of  me."  Some  of  you 
may  not  as  yet  have  been  brought  to  that  point,  but  it  is  most  pre- 
cious, it  is  glorious.  Depend  upon  it,  such  a  declaration  goes  far 
beyond  all  creature  feelings,  and  far  beyond  things  people  are  always 
puzzling  themselves  about;  that  is^  their  own  interest.  But  we 
proceed  to  make  another  remark,  and  you  will  find  it  very  blessed, 
as  the  mind  is  led  out  in  contemplation  of  Christ,  being  set  up  as 
the  Head;  all  nourishment,  all  life,  and  all  blessedness  the 
Church  hath  in  time  and  to  all  eternity  flow  to  her  as  being  in 
union   with    Himself;    and   as   He  was  set  up  a  King,    all  the 

fovemment  and  dominion;  yea,  and  everything  which  is  in 
eaven  or  upon  the  earth,  is  under  His  rule  and  control.  "  And 
the  government  shall  be  upon  His  shoulder;"  and  He  will 
reign  until  He  puts  down  all  enemies  under  His  feet.  Therefore 
in  the  contemplation  of  this,  amidst  all  we  feel,  amidst  all  we 
are  the  subjects  of,  and  amidst  all  that  Satan  raises  in  the  mind ; 
here  is  the  mercy,  in  oneness  with  Christ,  "I  press  toward  the 
mark."  Then,  beloved,  as  1  press  toward  the  mark,  the  King  set 
upon  Zion,  wherever  Zion  the  hill  of  His  holiness  is,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  tells  us,  it  is  far  above  all  heavens,  there  shall  I  appear  with 
Him,  and  by  and  bye  be  exalted  with  Him.  Now,  the  general 
talk  of  professors  is  about  going  to  heaven.  "  Oh,  I  hope  I  shall  go 
to  heaven."  Heaven  will  not  do  for  me.  I  should  not  like  to  go 
there  absolutely,  and  be  in  happiness  there  abstractedly.  I  do  not 
now  think  about  going  to  heaven,  but  there  was  a  time  I  was  un- 
commonly troubled  about  it  But  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think 
about,  and  am  looking  forward  to ;  and  that  is,  to  be  with  my  most 
glorious  Christ,  far  above  all, heavens.  A  few  days  m(»re,  beloved^ 
and  it  will  be  accomplished.  I  tell  you,  beloved,  heaven  itself  is 
too  low  a  place  for  the  Church  of  God,  she  must  be  exalted  and 
glorified  in  Him,  who  is  our  God,  our  glory.  Bless  His  glorious, 
dear,  and  precious  name,  how  sweet  it  is  to  have  holy  longings, 
and  a  heart  full  of  hungry  desires  after  this  day  by  osyi  and  I 
would  drop  a  hint  here,  as  some  of  the  little  ones  may  be  thinking 
only  about  their  interest.  Very  good  and  very  right ;  desire  and 
think  on ;  but  desire  and  cry  unto  thj?  Lord  for  a  knowledge  of  your 
interest  in  the  person,  fulness,  blood,  and  righteousness  of  Jesus 
Christ :  then,  when  He  gives  you  an  indulgence  of  it  by  communi- 
cation in  your  hearts,  you  will  think  you  are  in  heaven  and  happi- 
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ness,  and  that  it  will  never  be  altered ;  but  your  faith  must  be  tried, 
the  Lord  will  put  death  on  all  your  enjoyments,  that  you  may  find 
nothing  to  look  to  or  trust  in,  but  to  be  brought  simply  to  love 
Christ,  and  brought  to  experience  that  His  delights  constitute  our 
blessedness,  that  His  delights  in  us  are  unalterable  and  unchanse^ 
able;  for  we  do  not  find  even  our  great  apostle  Paul  setting  up  his 
experience  as  a  standard,  or  a  foundation  to  rest  on.  Ah,  he  was 
pressing  on,  going  away  from  it ;  and  every  child  of  God  has  some- 
thing before  him,  something  higher  than  mmself  that  he  is  looking 
and  panting  after.  Thus  he  is  always  pressing  toward  the  mark. 
This  shows  us  the  blessedness  of  living  m  the  Spirit,  and  walking 
in  the  Spirit;  living  by  faith  and  walking  by  faith ;  looking  out  and 
looking  up;  and  the  dear  Lord'saith  in  His  promise,  *' Thine  eyes 
shall  see  the  King  in  His  beauty." 

We  now  come  to  another  truth  that  is  connected  with  the  setting 
up  of  our  precious  Lord  Jesus;  and  that  is,  God  the  Father  giving 
Christ  to  us.  Have  you  received  it  into  your  heart  ?  Hath  the 
Holy  Ghost  confirmed  your  souls  in  it,  so  that  you  can  sa^  from 
your  hearts,  whatever  may  be  going  on,  **  Thanks  be  unto  God  for 
His  unspeakable  gift"  Take  this  hint ;  it  is  not  the  receiving  it 
that  enriches  you ;  but  it  is  the  gift  that  God  the  Father  gives  you 
that  enriches  vou. 

**  Why  so  particular,"  say  you,  "  for  if  I  had  not  received  Him  I 
could  not  be  enriched  ?" 

That  is  truth :  if  you  have  not  received  Him,  you  never  would 
have  known  anything  of  the  mercy ;  but  my  hand  when  it  receives 
a  gift  does  not  enrich  me ;  but  the  gift  given  does.  I  want  you  to 
learn  a  little  of  the  particular  and  precious  way  and  manner  of  living 
in  Jesus  only ;  you  will  then  live  happy  and  comfortable,  and  you 
will  delight  yourself  in  the  Lord,  ana  will  rejoice  in  Jesus  only. 

"  But,'*  say  you,  "  why  do  you  make  these  nice  distinctions ;  can 
you  separate  the  gift  from  the  receiver  ?" 

No,  not  at  all ;  but  you  remember  Paul  had  received  Christ,  and 
he  had  seen  Christ;  but  his  delight  was  to  preach  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ,  and  not  to  preach  of  his  receiving  Him  to  set  it  up 
as  a  standard  of  blessedness.  Now,  do  you  understand  this  simple 
way  ?  and  "  as  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord, 
so  walk  ye  in  Him."  There  is  an  utter  impossibility  of  walking  in 
Him  unless  we  have  received  Him ;  but  Himself  is  our  glory, 
riches,  life,  preciousness ;  yea,  our  all  in  all.  And  as  I  have  received 
Christ,  and  Christ  hath  received  me,  "who  can  separate  me  from 
the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  ?" 

We  will  now  see  how  God  our  Father  gave  Christ.  When  did 
He  give  Him  ?  Before  we  received  Him ;  but  He  did  not  become 
known   to  us  until  we  had  received  Him ;  and  who  would  have 
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thought  that  such  hell-deserving  sinners  as  we  were  should  have 
ever  been  the  receivers  of  God's  great  gift?  Yet  it  is  so.  And  in 
looking  into  the  closing  up  of  Ephs.  i.,  after  Paul  had  been  speak- 
ing to  the  Church  about  their  regeneration;  he  saith,  "What  is 
the  exceeding  greatness  of  His  power  to  us-ward  who  believe,  ac- 
cording to  the  working  of  His  mighty  power,  which  He  wrought  in 
Christ  Jesus,  when  He  r^^ised  Him  from  the  dead,  and  gave  Him 
to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  Church."  I  must  confess  I 
can  never  get  over  the  threshold  of  that  text:  it  hath  been  precious 
to  me  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  I  could  tell  to  a  foot  of  land 
where  God  dropped  it  into  my  heart. 

Do  observe  the  beauty,  fulness,  eternity,  and  unalterable  nature 
of  the  truth.  God  the  Father  gave  Christ  to  you  and  me  over  all 
things ;  and  whatever  we  are  in  ourselves,  as  the  Church,  we  are 
the  fulness  of  Christ ;  and  you  that  know  it  will  prove  it,  and  you 
will  see  the  utter  impossibility  for  that  fulness  to  be  complete  if 
you  are  left  out. 

Do  think  it  over  if  you  can,  beloved ;  for  even  a  knowledge  of 
this  is  more  than  heaven.  And  as  the  Church  are  His  fulness.  He 
fills  every  member,  and  He  is  the  fulness  of  every  member.  Tien 
how  blessed  to  be  going  on  daily,  using  the  language  in  holy 
boldness,  "  I  press  toward  the  mark."  But  I  must  make  another 
remark  concerning  the  greatness  of  the  gift  of  God  the  Father. 
He  gave  us  His  only  begotten  Son.  There  is  a  little  word  in 
John  iii.  1 6,  which  is  greater  than  all  time  and  all  fulness  of  time ; 
and  it  is  the  word  sn — "  God  so  loved  the  world,"  &c.  What  is 
your  language  ?  "  Lord,  I  believe ;  help  thou  my  unbelief."  Then 
go  on,  poor  soul ;  it  is  all  right ;  fi.r  Christ  is  yours 

"  Ah,  but  is  there  not  a  possibility  of  forfeiting  this  gift?** 

No ;  for  God  must  change  before  you  can.  "  But,"  says  another, 
'* cannot  we  sin  it  away?"  God  does  not  give  it  in  such  a  foolish 
way  as  that ;  *'  for  what  God  doeth,  standeth  forever."  For  when 
He  gave  Christ  the  Head  of  His  body,  the  Church,  He  gave  Him 
to  redeem  that  Church  from  sin,  and  all  the  consequences  of  it; 
and  "  He  hath  removed  the  iniquity  of  that  land."  He  hath  re- 
moved every  thing  that  was  obnoxious  to  God;  and  He  hath  mag- 
nified the  law  and  made  it  honourable;  He  hath  brought  in 
everlasting  righteousness  to  all  them  that  believe ;  and  He  saith, 
"  My  dove,  my  undefiled,  is  but  one."  O  the  depths  of  the 
riches  ! 

Beloved,  God  the  Father  deals  wonderfully  in  mercies  with  the 
Church,  but  He  poured  on  Christ  the  fury  of  His  anger,  and  the 
strength  of  battle,  and  it  set  Him  on  fire  round  about,  yet  He  laid 
it  not  to  heart,  neither  acknowledged  it.  Such  was  His  love. 
When  God  laid  on  Him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,  the  full  fury  of  His 
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wrath  alighted  on  the  devoted  Head  of  God  and  Man^  Christ  Jesus^ 
the  sinner's  Surety,  Daysoaan,  and  Advocate,  and  there  it  spent 
itself,  and  all  the  children  are  free.  I  want  you  to  read  oiit  your 
freedom,  and  live  according  to  God's  great  gift  to  you. 

We  must  notice  another  thing :  He  gave  us  all  things  in  Him 
which  pertain  to  life  and  godliness.  Now,  you  have  nothing  that 
pertains  unto  real  life  and  godliness  but  what  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 
"  Well,"  but  say  you,  "  I  like  to  have  it  in  myself."  Now,  listen, 
and  I  will  tell  you  a  truth.  You  and  I  have  hunger  and  thirst ; 
our  Lord  saith,  that  such  shall  be  filled. .  Where  is  the  feeling  ? 
Not  merely  in  myself  as  a  creature,  but  as  I  stand  in  super-creation 
in  union  with  my  glorious  Christ. 

We  will  notice  another  of  God  the  Father's  love  acts,  testified 
of  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  it  is  a  most  precious  mark  to  be 
pressing  towards,  and  to  have  the  soul  confirmed  in  it,  is  of  more 
worth  than  ten  million  worlds.  What  is  it?  How  God  the  Father 
sent  Christ.  Is  your  mind  taken  up  with  this,  more  than  with 
your  troubles  or  yourself?  In  Gal.  iv.  you  find  this  truth,  "  When 
the  fulness  of  the  time  was  come,  God  sent  His  Son."  Ah,  say  the 
Preexistarians,  it  cannot  be,  it  was  a  human  soul  set  up  and 
brought  into  sonship.  Let  them  say  what  they  will.  Do  you 
believe  God  the  Father. to  be  eternal?  Yes.  Tnen  He  could  not 
be  an  eternal  Faflier  if  He  had  not  an  eternal  Son ;  for  there  is  no 
father  in  existence  without  a  son  or  child,  and  there  can  be  no 
child  born  without  a  father ;  therefore  this  dear  relation  runs  coeval 
with  the  unity  of  the  self-existing  essence,  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit 
Do  not  get  exercising  thyself  about  this  mystery  with  thy  reason 
on  the  speculative  conclusions  of  men :  to  the  law  and  testimony, 
there  we  find  God  the  Father  sent  His  Son.  Then  He  was  a  Son 
before  He  was  sent      The  incarnation  which  we  shall  speak  of 

!)re8ently  is  too  dense  a  mystery  for  man's  mind  to  enter  into  i  but 
et  me  tell  you,  if  He  had  not  been  God's  Son,  in  oneness  of  nature, 
essence,  and  etetnity,  by  taking  our  nature  into  union  with  Him- 
self, it  would  not  have  lifted  us  up  into  relation  with  God  the 
Father ;  but  it  would  have  been  a  secondary  sort  of  relationship, 
and  Consequently,  we  should  have  no  communion  with  God  the 
Father.  But  "  He  sent  His  Son,  made  of  a  woman."  And  there  is 
something  blessed  in  that  expression  of  Paul's :  **  The  woman  was 
in  the  transgression,  and  the  man  was  not  deceived."  It  does  not 
say  he  was  not  in  the  transgression ;  but  the  man  was  not  deceived. 
No,  nor  was  ever  Christ  deceived  by  you  or  me:  but  we  have  tried 
hard  at  it.  The  woman  being  in  the  transgression,  Adam,  the  figure 
of  Christ,  went  into  it  with  his  eyes  open  on  the  ground  of  dear 
relation.  And  if  you  ask  why  ?  Because  she  was  "  bone  of  His 
bone,  and  flesh  ot  His  flesh."     So  in  the  contemplation  of  this 
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glorious  mercy  He  was  made  of  a  womati.  This  John  speaks  of  in 
his  1st  chapter :  "  The  Word  was  made  flesh :"  and  or  this  Paul 
blessedly  speaks,  in  Heb.  ii.  17 :  ^  In  all  thines  it  behoved  Him  to 
be  made  like  unto  His  brethren:^  and  we  discover  Hitn  in  His 
incarnation,  ^*  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  in  the  form  of  a  servant," 
and  yet  the  most  High  God,  possessor  of  heaven  and  earth*  I  do 
not  wonder  at  Paul's  language  to  Timothy:  "  Without  controversy, 
great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness,  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh." 
The  more  the  mind  is  led  into  contemplations  of  this  great  mys- 
tery, the  more  we  shall  be  delighted  with  Christ,  and  the  more 
precious  Christ  will  be  to  you.  Some  have  said  the  Holy  Ghost 
sanctified  the  womb  and  sanctified  the  human  nature.  Away  with 
such  rubbish.  If  that  womb  was  difierent  firom  another.  He  coidd 
not  have  taken  our  nature.  Christ  is  the  finiit  of  the  womb ;  but 
not  the  fruit  of  the  loins.  He  was  made  of  a  woman,  and  we  see 
Him  in  our  very  nature,  and  what  was  in  conjunction  with  our 
nature,  He  put  it  away  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself.  Did  you  ever 
take  notice  of  that  sweet  declaration  of  the  angel  to  Mary  in 
Luke  i.  ?  "  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the  power 
of  the  Hiffhest  shall  overshadow  thee."  i  have  looked  at  it  many 
times,  and  have  read  a  few  remarks  that  men  have  made  on  it ;  but 
they  appear  to  diverge  firom  the  blessedness  of  the  testimony;  they 

Elace  the  conception  to  be  the  impregnation  of  the  Holy  Ghost; 
ut  notice :  *^  therefore  also  that  holy  thing  which  shall  be  bom  of 
thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  the  Highest"  He  is  not  called  the 
Son  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  I  have  often  said  it,  and  still  believe  it, 
that  commentators  ofi;en  darken  counsel  with  words  without  know- 
ledge. We  will  now  look  to  the  un&thomable  testimony  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  by  Paul,  in  Phill.  ii,,  concerning  this  very  dear  mercy ; 
see  the  beauty  of  it,  and  also  the  standing  of  the  Church,  whatever 
religious  people  may  say  to  the  contrary :  ^^  Let  this  mmd  be  in 
you."  The  grand  point  is.  Have  I  the  mind  of  Christ?  Paul  saith, 
*•  With  the  mind  1  myself  serve  the  law  of  God."  Stop,  Paul,  is  it 
not  your  mind  ?  "  With  the  mind ;"  and,  saith  he,  **  we  have  the 
mind  of  Christ,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  being  in  the 
form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God;  but 
made  Himself  of  no  reputation,  took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a  ser- 
vant, and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  man."  '^He  humbled 
Himself."  I  must  drop  a  hint  here,  as  in  by-gone  days  I  wae  much 
exercised  about  it,  and  I  used  to  work  hard  to  keep  under  the  old 
man,  and  I  tried  to  humble  him ;  but  he  always  outwitted  me.  I 
have  tried  to  be  as  humble  before  God  as  possible,  but  I  never 
could  get  it  to  the  thing  exactly,  and  at  every  fiiilure  I  have  endea- 
voured to  be  more  diligent  to  do  it ;  but  Jesus  humbled  Himself, 
and  none  but  that  Mighty  One  could  do  it,  and  He  became  obedient 
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unto  death*  And  as  the  members  of  His  body,  we  go  down  into 
the  depths  of  His  humility  by  precious  faith,  and  come  up  yi  resur- 
rection blessedness,  exalted  far  above  all  heavens  in  Him.  I 
thought  last  ni^ht  I  should  not  have  spoken  to  you  ten  minutes ; 
but  amidst  all  my  foolishness,  God  abidcth  faithful. 

But,  again,  it  is  said,  ^^  He  descended  first  into  the  lower  parts 
of  the  eart  h :"  and  I  believe  that  to  be  the  mercy  for  a  child  to 
understand,  first,  the  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God,  before  he  will 
have  a  right  apprehension  of  the  exaltation  of  Christ  I  bless  my 
God,  He  keeps  me  thinking  more  about  His  humiliation  and  con- 
descension, than  He  doth  about  His  exaltation ;  for  it  is  in  these 
depths  God  shews  me  how  everything  is  put  away,  and  how  Christ 
dia  everything  for  me,  and  it  is  in  these  depths,  the  Holy  Ghost 
instructs  me,  what  Christ  did,  and  that  I  stand  eternally  free  before 
my  God;  for  He  underbottomed  all.  Moses  and  Jacob  both  preach 
the  same  thing ;  ^<  The  deep  that  lieth  under.''  And,  depena  upon 
it,  the  depths  of  the  humiliation  of  Christ  is  the  foundation  of  the 
exaltation  of  the  Church ;  and,  depend  upon  it^  when  God  hath 
settled  you  there,  and  you  have  taken  root  in  the  infinite  depths  of 
the  humiliation  of  Christ,  you  will  spring  upwards,  and  as  the  Holy 
Ghost  saitb,  and  bear  fruit  upwards.  There  is  another  mercy  in 
connection  with  this,  as  God  the  Father  sent  forth  His  Son,  it  wa9 
not  only  to  take  our  nature  into  union^  but  to  stand  in  our  room 
and  stead  and  take  all  the  consequences  of  our  sins  upon  Himself, 
so  that  the  Church  is  answerable  for  nothing.  Oh,  say  some,  this 
is  really  too  bad ;  what  I  responsible  for  nothing?  No,  for  the  doc- 
trine of  creature  responsibility  is  an  insult  to  our  Surety  and  is  sure 
to  bring  the  children  into  bondage. 

**But,"  say  you,  "if  you  go  on  like  this,  all  the  people  will 
turn  wild." 

This  is  the  very  thing  to  m^ke  them  happy.  What?  The 
whole  responsibility  on  Christ :  if  you  have  not  seen  Christ  stand- 
ing in  your  place,  you  have  not  had  any  peace  yet  I  do  not  say 
you  don't  know  Christ,  that  is  not  my  province ;  but  whilst  you 
have  a  disposition  to  take  part  to  yourself  and  give  part  to  Christ, 
you  are  no  better  than  Christ  despisers,  and  know  not  what  it  is  to 
stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wl^erewith  Christ  hath  made  you  firee. 

As  I  am  a  dying  man,  1  like  to  speak  of  God's  truths  as  1  believe 
them,  and  have  received  them  into  my  heart ;  it  must  be  Jesus  only. 
For  as  He  hath  stood  in  my  room  and  stead,  I  am  not  under  the 
law.  Indeed  I  No,  bless  God,  there  is  no  law  can  touch  me. 
Why  ?  "  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness,  to  every 
one  that  believeth ;"  and  as  we  are  in  Christ,  we  have  got  the  other 
side  of  the  law,  we  have  on  the  law's  honours,  and  stand  without 
spot  or  wrinkle,  in  the  sight  of  our  God.     "  Thou  art  all  fair,  my 
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love ;  there  is  no  spot  in  thee."  God  the  Father  did  not  send 
Christ  to  do  part  and  leave  part  for  you  and  I  to  do;  but  in 
John  xix.  He  saith,  "  It  is  finished  :'*  and  "  He  bowed  His  head 
and  dismissed  the  Spirit"  Who  ?  God  in  our  Bi$iture«  "  Emma- 
nuel, God  with  us."  O  my , soul,  my  hearers !  what  an  everlasting, 
eternal,  and  unalterable  subject  this  is,  to  have  the  heart  and  mind 
taken  up  with — **  Made  of  a  woman  f*  so  that  whatever  sin  brought 
in,  and  death  by  sin;  whatever  the  consequences  of  it  were,  and  we 
have  the  feeling  of  it  as  sinners,  yet  it  is  well  for  us  to  know,  that 
only  our  most  glorious  Christ  bad  the  substance.  Yet  our  feeling 
of  the  working  of  sin  is  always  of  an  aggravating  nature,  that  seems 
to  rend  the  caul  of  the  heart,  and  fill  the  mind  with  dismay,  with 
the  thought  of  wrath  to  come ;  but  when  God  opens  the  subject 
and  brings  us  into  a  knowledge  of  Christ's  humiliation,  and  in- 
structs and  gives  us  an  understanding  of  it,  we  receive,  know, 
believe,  and  rejoice  in  the  mercy,  that  He  put  away  sin  by  the 
sacrifice  of  Himself,  and  we  hesitate  not  t6  say,  there  is  no  sin 
standing  agaznst  the  Church  of  God ;  for  sin  is  a  complete  nonentity. 
1  know  that  word  has  made  a  sad  bustle  amjngst  the  parsons  and 
professors ;  but  it  does  not  alter  the  truth.  Beloved,  if  I  were  per- 
mitted to  think  that  I  had  one  sin  standing  against  me,  of  all  men 
I  should  be  the  most  miserable. 

"  But,"  say  you,  "  do  you  not  feel  sin  ?" 

My  feelings  are  just  like  yours ;  but  I  don't  live  by  my  feelings, 
1  live  above  them ;  my  feelings  are  not  my  life,  my  life  is  in  Christ, 
and  Christ  is  my  life.  I  don't  live  by  my  feelings,  yet  I  cannot 
live  without  them.  If  you  were  just  to  ponder  these  things  over, 
you  would  go  on  daily  as  happy  as  I  am. 

^^  But,"  say  some,  '^  how  is  it  you  are  so  happy  in  your  trials  and 
troubles,  what  is  the  reason  of  it?" 

I  live  in  the  Lord ;  I  do  not  live  happier  in  myself  than  you  do» 
my  happiness  is  in  the  Lord. 

"  Ah,"  saith  another,  "  you  have  no  troubles." 

My  troubles  are  in  myself,  my  peace  is  in  Christ  Well,  then,  I 
*•  press  toward  the  mark."  Christ  set  up,  Christ  given,  Christ  sent, 
and  Christ  all  in  alU  And  He  saith,  ^*  I  came  forth  from  the 
Father."  What  for  ?  To  carry  up  our  nature  with  Him,  in  union 
with  His  Godhead,  which  never  was  in  heaven  before*  yet  He  was 
the  Son  of  the  Father  and  the  same  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  He  will 
be  to  all  eternity. 

"  Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and  to 
present  you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  His  glory  with  exceed- 
ing joy :  To  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majesty, 
dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever.     Amen." 
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Dearly  beloi^d  in  the  Lord^ — Though  time  and  space  separate 
the  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  as  thej  stand  joined  to  Adam 
earthy,  and  dwell  in  tents  of  clay,  yet  it  is  a  consoling  thought  to 
know  that  neither  time  nor  space  can  interfere  with  tnem  as  they 
stand  joined  to  the  Lord  and  one  spirit.  Paul  once  said,  and  we 
join  him  in  saying,  **  Though  absent  in  body,  yet  present  in  spirit." 
This  is  a  dear  privilege  common  to  all  the  saints*  In  Christ  we  all 
meet,  in  Him  we  all  commune,  in  Him  we  all  worship,  and  in  Him 
jwe  sit  and  sing — "  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  rock,  and 
let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  exalted.''  There  is  no  meeting-place 
like  Christ;  there  is  no  such  elevated  position  as  Jesus.  In  Him 
we  live  above  all  that  we  are  in  the  flesh ;  and  not  only  do  we  live 
mHim,  but  live  upon  Him;  so  that  He  is  life,  and  life's  sustenance. 
He  is  the  life  of  God,  and  the  bread  of  God.  He  is  the  Spirit  of 
life,  the  water  of  life,  the  light  of  life,  and  the  love  of  life.  He  is 
the  bond  of  love,  the  seal  of  blood,  and  the  royal  robe  of  spotless 
righteousness.  He .  is  the  house  of  banquet  where  we  feed,  the 
food  upon  which  we  feed,  the  royal  host  who  invites  us  to  feed,  the 
servant  who  waits  upon  us  when  we  feed,  and  the  Spirit  who  in- 
spires us  to  say  after  the  rich  repast,  "He  brought  me  to  the 
banqueting  house,  and  His  banner  over  me  was  love."  Christ  is 
the  altar  that  sanctifies  the  gifl,  and  He  is  the  gift  that  the  altar 
sanctifies.  Christ  is  the  Priest  who  offers  the  burnt  ofiering,  and 
He  is  the  burnt  ofiering  that  the  Priest  offers.  Christ  is  the  object 
of  our  worship,  the  subject  of  our  praises,  and  the  Spirit  who  inspires 
both  praise  and  worship  in  our  nearts.  What  dear  Hart  says  in 
one  of  his  hymns  is  perfectly  true : 

"  AH  our  prayers  and  all  our  praises. 
BighUy  offered  in  His  name, 
He  who  dictates  them  is  Jesus, 
*  He  who  answers  is  the  same." 

The  Word  of  God  declares  that  ''  Christ  is  all  and  in  all."  This 
we  heartily  believe,  thoush  we  too  often  forget  it.  We  never  can 
make  too  much  of  Him,  but  we  can  make  infinitely  too  little.  He 
is  the  theme  of  our  song,  the  joy  of  our  heart,  the  strength  of  our 
mind,  and  the  girdle  of  our  loins.  He  is  the  love  of  God  to  us^ 
the  love  of  God  in  us,  and  the  love  of  God  for  us*  He  is  the 
blessing  of  God,  the  mercy  of  God,  the  promise  of  God,  the  coyep* 
nant  of  God,  the  Word  of  God,  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  Spirit 
of  God.     He  is  the  anchor  of  the  soul,  the  stay  of  the  mind,  the 
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support  of  the  spirit,  and  the  staflF  of  the  hand.  He  is  the  bread  of 
heaven,  the  water  of  life,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  the  shield  of  faith, 
and  our  faithful  God.  He  is  the  peace  of  God,  the  rock  of  ages, 
the  tower  of  strength,  the  tree  of  life,  and  the  plant  of  renown- 
He  is  the  woman's  promised  seed,  the  Church's  righteous  head,  the 
children's  elder  Brother,  and  the  sinner's  only  friend.  He  is  the 
city  of  refnge,  the  harbour  of  safety,  and  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock 
in  a  weary  mnd.  He  is  the  milk  of  the  Word,  the  strong  meat  of 
the  Gospel,  and  the  good  old  wine  of  the  Kingdom.  In  a  word, 
<<  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega."  Indeed,  beloved,  the  time  would  fail 
us  to  tell  out  a  millionth  part  of  what  Christ  is  to  us,  for  us^  and  in 
us;  and  when  He  lovingly  makes  himself  known,  through  the 
Word,  to  our  souls,  how  we  rejoice  in  Him  as  one  having  found 
great  spoils.  How  we  sit  and  sing  in  Him !  How  we  say,  from 
the  very  bottom  of  our  heart,  ^^  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul  I  and  all 
that  is  within  me  bless  and  praise  His  holy  name  T  It  is  then  we 
triumph  in  Him,  lean  upon  Him,  and  yet  fall  at  His  dear  feet, 
singing, 

'*  'Tis  joy  enough,  my  all  in  all, 
At  thy  dear  feet  to  lie ; 
Thou  wilt  not  let  me  lower  hS^ 
And  none  can  higher  fly." 

We  wish  no  other  position,  we  want  no  other  condition.  We 
know  that  we  are  loved  in  Him  eternally,  blessed  in  Him  perpetu- 
ally, and  saved  in  Him  everlastingly.  We  are  well  aware  that 
nothing  can  interfere  with  relationship,  touch  childship,  or  cause  a 
dissolution  in  membership.  What  the  poet  says  we  can  heartilj 
respond  to :  . 

"  Heirs  of  God,  joint  heirs  with  Jesus, 
Long  ere  time  its  race  begun ; 
To  His  name  eternal  praises, 

0  what  wonders  loye  hath  done  t 
One  with  Jesus, 
By  eternal  union  one." 

There  was  a  time,  beloved,  when  all  of  us  were  entire  strangers 
to  this  eternal  grace  relationship,  but  oiu:  ignorance  could  not  dter 
the  thing  which  was  gone  out  of  His  lips.  As  we  were  loved  in 
Christ,  chosen  in  Christ,  blessed  in  Christ,  saved  in  Christ,  pre* 
served  in  Christ,  and  called  in  Christ,  nothing  in  time  or  etemi^ 
can  interfere  with  us.  He  is  all  to  us,  all  for  us,  all  in  us,  and  ECe 
lovingly  says,  *'  O  Israel,  thou  shalt  not  be  forgotten  of  me."  All 
our  natur^  relations  may  forsake  us,  all  our  fleshy  friends  may 
turn  their  back  upon  us,  but  what  of  that  when  He  has  said,  '^I 
will  never  leave  thee,  and  never  forsake  thee." 
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''  And  if  our  dearest  comforts  fiUl 
Before  His  soTereign  will. 
He  never  takes  away  oar  all, 
Himself  He  gives  us  still.** 

"  This  is  all  our  salvation  and  all  our  desire ;"  **  for  whom  have  I 
in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  I  desire  beside 
thee."  Yes,  Himself  He  gives  us  still.  He  may  blast  our  gourds, 
spoil  our  fleshly  schemes,  and  take  away  our  idols,  but  what  is  it  for  ? 

*'  All  to  make  us 
Sick  of  self  and  fond  of  Him.** 

He  may  deal  out  affliction,  lead  us  to  walk  in  a  rough  pathway, 
take  us  through  fire  and  through  water,  and  spread  a  cloud  over 
the  face  of  His  throne;  so  that,  like  Jonah,  we  snail  cry  out,  *^  I  am 
cast  o.ut  of  thy  sight :"  but  by  and  bye  we  shall  hear  Him  say, 
"  Fear  thou  not ;  for  I  am  with  thee :  be  not  dismayed ;  for  I  am 
thy  God.** 

"  Then  we  hold  such  sweet  communion 
With  our  Saviour,  Brother,  Friend  ; 
Sing  His  love,  the  bond  of  union. 
Matchless  loye,  without  an  end ; 

Hallelujah ! 
Hallelujahs  no#  ascend." 

Beloved  in  the  Lord,  do  not  think  that  we  have  yet  forgotten 
you ;  for  that  were  impossible.  We  often  think  of  you,  and  desire 
the  Lord  to  cause  the  best  of  blessings  to  rest  upon  you.  May  the 
chief  Shepherd  feed  you  Himself  upon  Himself;  for  you  know 
that  He  has  said,  *^  Tney  shall  not  be  ashamed  in  the  evil  time ; 
and  in  the  days  of  famine  they  shall  be  satisfied."  And  He  has 
also  said,  ^^  And  my  people  shall  be  satisfied  with  my  goodness ;" 
and  those  who  are  satisfied  with  His  goodness  are  very  dissatisfied 
with  their  own.  Yes,  and  they  all  acknowledge  that  they  are  un- 
worthy that  He  should  come  under  their  roof;  and  yet  He  is 
pleased  to  consider  them  worthy  to  come  under  His.  There  He 
treats  them  as  real  firiends,  although  they  have  done  everything  to 
provoke  Him  to  be  wrath  with  them.  In  fact.  He  tells  them  that 
He  will  not  be  wrath  with  them,  nor  rebuke  them.  Surely  this  is 
wondrous  love,  boundless  compassion  I 

'*  He  takes  the  rebel  to  His  breast, 
And  treats  him  as  a  son, 
*       And  says  as  far  as  east  from  west 
His  sins  are  eyer  gone." 

Well,  then,  surely  we  may  join  dear  Kent  in  singing, 

**  If  sin  be  pardon'd,  I'm  secure. 
Death  hath  no  sting  beside  : 
The  law  gave  sin  its  damning  power, 
But  Christ  my  Ransom  died." 
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And  now,  most  dearly  beloved  and  longed  for,  my  joy  and  crown, 
I  must  say  farewell.  The  Lord  bless  you,  the  Lord  keep  you, 
and  the  Lord  cause  His  face  to  shine  upon  you.     Amen« 

My  dear  wife,  who  is  now  upon  the  bed  of  affliction,  joins  me  in 
the  very  best  love  of  our  heart,  wishing  you  peace  and  prosperity ; 
health  and  wealth  in  Jesus,  that 


**. 


friend  who  sticketh  fiist, 


And  keeps  His  love  from  first  to  last.** 

Believe  me  affectionately  and  for  ever,  yours  in  Him, 

•    A.    WlLCOCKSON. 

London,  March  17th,- 1866. 


THE  TWO  POSITIONS  AND  CONDITIONS. 

Belovbd  OF  God, — I  duly  received  your  warm  epistle,  and  I  hope 
it  is  the  forerunner  of  many  more  of  like  nature. 

There  are  two  natures  in  a  child  of  God,  one  is  human  the 
other  divine  ;  one  is  earthly,  the  other  heavenly ;  one  is  carnal,  the 
other^ spiritual.  "That  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh,  and  that 
which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit/'  **  These  are  contrary  the  one 
to  the  other,"  and  can  never  assimilate  in  the  slightest  degree  ;  for 
"  he  that  is  filthy  let  him  be  filthy  still,  and  he  that  is  righteous  let 
him  be  righteous  still."  This  is  God's  unerring  decree.  He  has 
declared  it,  and  His  Word  endureth  for  ever.  Here  are  the  two 
seeds,  the  one  is  Agar,  which  gendereth  to  bondage ;  the  other  is 
Jerusalem  above,  which  is  gloriously  free :  the  one  is  the  seed  of 
the  serpent,  the  other  the  seed  of  the  woman  which  has  bruised  the 
serpent's  head :  the  first  is  the  life  of  the  flesh,  with  all  its  sinful- 
ness, the  other  is  the  life  of  Jesus,  with  all  its  dignity,  beauty,  and 
perfection.  The  first  leads  on  the  broad  road  to  destruction,  the 
other  is  the  way  to  life,  and,  says  Christ,  "  I  am  the  way."  "  He 
that  liveth  and  oelieveth  in  me  shall  never  die,  and  he  tnat  eateth 
me  shall  live  by  me."  This  is  the  only  life  worth  living ;  but  the 
flesh  cannot  live  it.  The  carnal  nature  would  be  godly  and  pious, 
but  it  is  offensive  in  God's  sight  '  It  is  Cain's  burnt  offering  'void 
of  blood;  it  is  fi-ee-willism  ignoring  the  one  great  theme  of  un- 
merited grace ;  it  is  Arminianism  worming  its  way  to  Jesus  by 
certain  comings  of  its  own  manufacture.  It  is  the  idolatry  of  the 
vast  multitude  who  worship  gods  of  their  own  device,  from  self  to 
blocks  of  wood,  stone,  and  metal.  But  this  is  far  from  sufficient 
for  God's  redeemed  flock.  It  is  the  way  they  walked  in  the  foolish- 
ness of  their  minds,  being  blinded  and  dead  with  sin's  foul  corrup- 
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tion.  It  is  the  way  the  carnal  nature  revels  in,  because  it  knows 
not  God.  But  the  Lord's  people  walk  in  newness  of  life.  They 
walk  and  breathe  and  talk  in  Onrist  their  living  Head  in  all  things. 

**  And  while  he  lives  they  ne*er  can  die ; 
For  they  are  His  by  Oovenant  tie.** 

And  Christ  declares^  **  I  am  He  that  liveth  and  was  dead,  and, 
behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.  Amen."  This  is  cause  for  great 
rejoicings  of  heart.  The  indestructibleness  of  Christ's  life  applies 
equally  to  all  the  children  of  God,  because  they  are  partakers  of 
the  Divine  nature.  What  a  gracious  privilege  I  What  a  sovereign 
bounty  I  That  the  dear  Lord  should  so  humble  Himself  to  redeem 
His  own  Israel,  and  give  them  His  own  life  to  live,  seems  incre- 
dible to  flesh  and  sense.  Reason  rebels  at  this  glorious  act  of 
matchless  love.  Sight  and  sense  declare  the  finished  work  of  Jesus 
to  be  foolishness ;  but  the  people  of  His  care  know  that 

**  Whom  once  He  lores  He  never  leaves, 
But  loves  him  to  the  end." 

They  also  know  that  Jesus  is  the  good  Shepherd,  that  He  has 
given  all  His  sheep  eternal  life,  and  none  shall  be  able  to  pluck 
tliem  from  His  firm  embrace  of  love.  Nothing  shall  separate  them 
from  the  love  of  Christ ;  for  they  are  dear  to  Him  as  the  apple  of 
His  eye :  they  are  bone  of  His  bone,  and  flesh  of  His  flesh ;  they  are 
bound  to  Him  by  the  everlasting  bands  of  the  new  Covenant ;  they 
live  in  Him,  move  in  Him,  and  in  Him  have  their  being — yea, 
their  sole  existence.  They  must  abide  for  ever,  because  that  which 
is  bom  of  God,  sinneth  not,  and  that  wicked  one  toucheth  them 
not ;  neither  can  they  sin,  because  they  are  born  of  God.  Now  the 
soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die,  and  the  soul  that  doeth  righteousness 
it  shall  live.  Therefore  the  children  of  God  cannot  die,  because 
in  their  union  oneness  with  the  Lamb  of  God  they  cannot  sin;  but 
inasmuch  as  they  do  righteously  in  their  righteous  Head,  they  live 
for  evermore.  Death  and  hell  have  no  more  sting  for  them. 
Earthly  remorse  and  pangs  of  sorrow  interfere  not  with  their 
eternal  security  in  the  glorious  Rock  of  Ages.  The  strife  of 
tongues  is  not  heard  in  this  pavilion  of  love,  blood,  and  salvation. 
The  din  of  war  has  no  place  in  this  repose  of  unutterable  peace. 
The  ranklings  of  sin  doth  no  more  perplex  and  annoy  the  soul  in 
this  state  of  heavenly  perfection  and  freedom  from  eviL  But  here 
in  the  bleeding  heart  of  a  precious  Saviour  the  soul  sings  her  songs 
of  triumph,  shouts  her  eternal  anthems  of  never-ending  gratitude  to 
the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  all  lords,  for  His  unspeakable  gift, 
praises  the  Lamb  who  is  worthy ;  for  He  has  washed  the  robes  of 
the  saints,  and  just  men  made  perfect,  in  His  own  blood,  and 
made  them  white  as  snow.     He  has  brought  them  up  out  of  great 
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tribulation,  and  set  them  up  upon  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than 
themselves.  This-  is  the  hope  set  before  us  whose  eyes  are  opened, 
and  w^Qse  understandings  are  enlightened.  This  is  the  consola- 
tion of  Israel  which  dear  old  Simeon  saw,  and  when  he  beheld  the 
siffht  was  enough,  and  his  soul  was  released  from  the  mortal  coil 
which  had  bound  him  so  long. 

I  was  thinking  of  Paul  and  Silas  singing  in  prison.  Though 
the  rudo^hands  of  man  had  scourged  them  with  thongs,  and  made 
their  feet  fast  in  the  stocks ;  though  all  around  them  was  dismal 
and  dark ;  their  souls  were  lit  up  with  heavenly  fire,  and  they  acta* 
ally  sang  praises  to  God  for  His  goodness  ana  His  mighty  deliver- 
ances. Although  men  could  (by  God's  direction)  cripple  and 
torture  and  bind  the  body-r-the  natural  man — they  could  not 
control  the  divine  life ;  they  could  not  alter  its  breathings,  unless 
to  incite  to  a  greater  fulness.  No.  Paul  and  Silas  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  forgot  the  pinions  and  the  bands,  and  in  their  sweet  inter- 
course with  Jesus  they  lost  sight  of  the  trying  time-things,  and 
Christ  exalted  was  their  song*  He  was  the  only  subject  of  their 
uplifted  praises.  He  it  was  who  had  lifted  them  up  above  the  mire 
and  clay,  and  had  put  a  new  song  both  in  their  hearts  and  mouths, 
and  they  then  made  melody  to  the  Lord. 

Here  we  find  a  sweet  mercy.  In  the  midst  of  the  tribulatory 
pathway,  when  winds  of  tempest  and  temptation  whistle  around 
you ;  when  the  clouds  of  natural  life  are  black  and  threatening,  so 
as  to  obscure  the  light  beyond ;  when  the  present  life  is  a  thick  mist, 
and  the  future  is  an  unknown  quantity,  the  dear  Lord  is  sure  to 
appear  to  His  own,  in  His  good  time  af  love,  and  give  them  a 
glimpse  of  His  glory,  lliis  contrasts  with  the  dimness  of  earth, 
and  the  soul  delights  in  the  dazzling  lustre  of  the  beauty  of  Christ* 
This  is  truly  bread  to  the  hungry  soul,  and  water — ^yea,  the  waters 
of  life  to  the  thirsty  This  is  lignt  to  the  dark,  and  gladness  to  tte 
mourners.  Jesus  is  then  a  sweet  resting-place  to  His  own ;  He  is 
a  shadow  from  the  heat  of  men  and  devils :  He  is  a  covert  from  the 
storm  of  the  natural  elements  of  carnality  and  selfishness.  He  is 
a  rock  into  which  the  righteous  run  and  are  safe.  He  is  a  shield 
of  fire  to  protect  them  against  the  terrible  blasts  which  issue  from 
the  bottomless  pit ;  and,  though  the  storm  rages  without.  He  says, 
"  In  me  ye  shall  have  peace :  and,  "  No  man  shall  set  on  thee  to 
hurt  thee ;"  and,  *^  With  me  thou  shalt  be  in  safeguard."  These  are 
cheering  words,  full  of  sweetness  and  love ;  fragrant  with  comfort 
and  protection ;  and  issuing  from  the  mouth  of  Jesus,  with  a  divine 
power,  they  melt  down  the  poor  soul  in  deep  contrition  at  the 
throne  of  mercy. 

I  have  said  far  nore  than  I  expected.  I  was  short  of  letter  paper 
and  so  took  this;  but  had  no  idea  of  filling  more  than  half. 
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I  have  not  been  from  home  to-dajy  as  oar  children  are  not  well- 
There  is  no  one  here  now  to  lift  up  the  standard  of  the  Gross  of 
Christ  in  its  integrity.  True,  many  attempt  to  speak  out  the  truth,  * 
but  they  only  utter  lies  of  their  own  invention,  coupled  with  tra- 
ditionaiy  doctrine.  The  fulness  of  the  body  of  Christ;  the  entiret7 
of  the  Church  of  God;  the  eternal  salvation  of  the  election  of 
grace ;  the  finished  work  of  J^sus  ;  the  banishment  of  the  sin  of  the 
Church  in  the  Adam  head ;  the  perfection  of  the  Church  in  her 
glorious  Head  and  Husband;  these  are  things  not  dwelt  upon, 
because  they  are  represented  as  dangerous  ground  by  modem 
parsons.  Is  it  so  ?  This  excuse  stamps  their  own  ignorance.  If 
they  knew  **  the  gift  of  God,"  they  would  not  hesitate  to  declare  the 
full  counsel  of  God,  they  would  not  cut  and  carve  and  deal  out 
indifferent  messes  of  raw  meat  as  they  now  do,  but  would  send  out 
Benjamin's  lot  with  a  plentiful  hand.  We  cannot  alter  things* 
This  is  God's  province  ;  all  things  are  ordained  for  the  good  of  the 
Church,  and  that  is  equivalent  to  the  glory  of  Christ.  We  can  only 
exclaim, 

"  'Tis  the  right  way.  Lord,  lead  me  on 
From  this  tain  world  up  to  thy  throne  ; 
Where  reason  fiiils,  may  fiiith  approTOt 
And  wait  till  all's  explained  above  " 

**  Stand  and  see  the  salvation  of  God "  is  a  wonderful  command. 
*^  Though  He  tarry,  wait  for  it,'*  is  no  less  astonishing  to  him  that 
will  be  doing;  but  it  is  God's  way  with  His  own  people,  and  they 
stand  and  look  on  while  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  does  wondrously. 
My  wife  joins  me  in  the  best  of  wishes  for  yourself  and  yours. 

Very  affectionately  youra, 

G.  Stephenson. 

HnlL 
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Seventy-ninth  Letter, 

THE  REAPER  TO  THE  GLEANER. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord, — We  are  the  children  of  the  Everlasting 
Father,  bound  up  in  the  bundle  of  life  with  the  Lord  our  God, 
joined  to  Him  and  one  Spirit,  and  passed  from  death  unto  life,  and 
shall  never  come  into  condemnation.  Soon  the  *^  Reaper"  and 
•*  Gleaner"  shall  sing  "harvest  home"  in  meridian  sunshine,  all 
darkness,  death,  dying,  affictions,  sorrow  and  sighing,  will  for  ever 
flee  away  and  be  eternally  forgotten.  We  shall  then  fully  enter  into 
the  joy  of  the  Lord,  see  our  most  glorious  Christ  as  He  is,  and 
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be  everlastingly  like  Him :  and  then,  with  open  face  view, 
without  a  veil,  it  will  be  Jehovah  thy  everlasting  Light,  thv  God, 
and  thy  Glory.  It  is  now  very  blessea,  in  the  assurance  of  tne  love 
and  faithfulness  of  our  Lord  and  God,  to  walk  and  live  by  faith  in 
Him,  through  all  darkness  and  crooked  things,  knowing  and  believ- 
ing that  the  eternal  God  is  our  refuge,  and  that  underneath  are 
the  everlasting  arms.  It  is  a  truth  but  little  known  and  acknow- 
ledged, that  we,  the  children  of  God,  are  not  so  much  living  for 
our  happiness  and  blessedness  as  for  the  Lord  and  His  glory.  He 
has  chosen  us  for  Himself,  to  lay  out  Himself  upon  us,  to  e:spend 
His  love  and  mercy  for  us,  that  we  should  be  to  the  praise  of  His 
glory.  In  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  these  truths  we  trust  in 
Christ  Jehovah,  not  by  fits  and  starts,  but  at  all  times,  pour  out  our 
heart  before  Him,  and  freely  say,  "  ^fhough  He  slay  me,  yet  will  I 
trust  in  Him."  Thus  our  faith  and  hope  are  in  God,  who  is  the 
author  and  finisher  of  faith,  and  the  God  of  hope  who  fiUeth  us  with 
all  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 

I  find,  but  few  companions  who  live  and  walk  in  this  sure  and 
livine  way.  You  may  hear  rivers  of  words  ahout  *^  my  experience, 
my  thoughts,  my  sufferings,  and  my  temptations  ;^  but  I  leave  them 
to  talk  on,  without  condemning  them,  and  with  you  go  on  in  one- 
ness of  heart,  in  the  unity  of  the  spirit  and  bond  of  peace,  saying, 
**  For  to  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain ;  I  live,  yet  not  I, 
but  Christ  liveth  in  me.'*  The  Lord  says,  "I  give  unto  thera 
eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never  perish,  neither  shall  any  pluck 
them  out  of  my  hands.  Because  I  live,  ya  shall  live  also.  Our 
precious  Lord  Jesus  is  our  eternal  life,  and  it  is  in  Him  we  have 
eternal  salvation,  eternal  redemption,  and  He  Himself  is  our  eternal 
inheritance,  and  eternal  glory.  As  we  receive  Him,  Christ  Jesus 
the  Lord,  the  Father's  unspeakable  gift  to  us,  so  we  walk  in  Him 
at  all  times,  in  peace  with  God  through  Him  who  is  our  peace,  and 
who  has  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  His  cross.  In  inseparable 
union  with  the  foregoing  truths  there  Is  another  of  unspeakable 
blessedness,  namely,  ^^  Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make 
no  provision  for  the  flesh."  My  troubles  and  afflictions  are  in,  o^ 
and  concerning  the  flesh ;  but  above  and  beyond  this  I  live  happy 
in  the  Lord,  as  said  Moses  in  his  closing  words  in  the  wilderness  : 
**  fciappy  art  thou,  O  Israel;  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people,  saved 
by  the  Lord  !  the  shield  of  thine  help,  who  is  the  sword  of  thine 
excellency,  and  thine  enemies  shall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  tread  upon  their  high  places."  Bless  the  Lord,  O  our 
souls  I 

As  the  children  of  God,  being  heirs  of  God  and  joint  heirs  with 
Christ,  there  is  not  anything  but  goodness  and  mercy  for  us,  and 
nothing  against  us  j  for  "  if  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us  ?** 
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As  this  is  true,  and  the  true  God  and  eternal  life  is  our  portion  and 
inheritance,  yie  may  freely  say,  without  let  or  hindrance,  in  the 
dark  or  light,  in  life  or  death,  "  But  God  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for 
His  great  love  wherewith  He  loved  us,  even  when  we  were  dead 
in  sm,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Christ  (By  srace  ye  are 
saved)^  and  hath  raised  us  up  tc^ether  with  Christ."  x  believe  that 
the  word  together  implies  something  that  is  real  and  unutterable 
in  life,  without  death,  and  declares  that  we  are  partakers  of  the 
first  resurrection ;  that  is,  partakers  of  Christ  the  resurrection  and 
life,  and  cannot  die  any  more ;  for  we  are  the  children  of  God, 
being  the^  children  of  the  resurrection.  Thus  we  are  raised  up 
together  with  Christ,  and  made  to  sit  together  with  Him  in  hea* 
venly  places.     O  the  depth  of  the  riches  I 

Dearly  beloved,  in  addition  to  the  former  truths,  being  members 
of  Christ,  we  shall  at  all  times  abide  in  Him,  as  He  Himself  saith,  ^^As 
thou.  Father,  art  in  me  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in 
U8 :  1  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in 
one."  If  we  do  believe  this  with  the  heart,  and  so  live  and  walk 
by  faith,  surely  we  have  no  need  to  trouble  and  perplex  ourselves 
about  the  changeability  of  the  feelings  of  tho  flesh  ana  the  things  of 
time  and  sense.  We  are  dead,  and  our  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in 
God ;  but  it  will  be  as  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Paul  expresses  it,  **  We 
know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God, 
and  are  the  called  according  to  His  purpose."  And  it  is  on  this 
wise  we  find  it  good  while  we  look  not  on  the  things  which  are 
seen,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen ;  and  so  we  endure  as 
seeing  Him  who  is  invisible. 

All  that  is  called  religion,  and  stops  short  of  these  divine  realities, 
will  not  avail  us  anything  in  death.  As  I  am  nearing  that  important 
time,  I  hail  it  with  pleasure,  that  as  the  Lord  is  my  life,  so  I  only 
live  in  Him,  and  that  when  I  close  my  eyes  on  time  and  time 
thin^,  it  will  be  with  me,  ^*  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the 
Lord."  The  thought  of  this  warms  my  heart  and  animates  my 
mind  as  I  now  write  to  my  sister  Ruth  who  is  the  married  wife  of 
Boaz,  the  Mighty  Man  of  wealth,  who  hath  redeemed  her  and  raised 
up  the  name  of  the  dead.  I  will  join  her  in  all  the  freedom  and 
fulness  of  reconciliation  to  God  by  the  death  of  His  Son,  as  saith 
the  Apostle,  "  Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father  who  hath  made  us 
^neet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light, 
having  delivered  us  firom  the  power  of  darkness,  and  translated  us 
into  the  kingdom  of  His  dear  Son,  in  whom  we  have  redemption 
through  His  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  according  to  the  riches 
of  His  grace." 

Time  is  too  short  to  give  a  full  detail  of  things  that  are  eternal ; 
but  we  will' say  as  one  in  olden  days  said,  "  My  meditation  of  Him 


42  zion's  witness. 

shall  be  sweets  I  will  be  glad  in  the  Lord.^'  This  I  will  say,  I  am 
fit  for  nothing  and  no  one  but  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  and  Jesus  only 
is  fit  for  me :  and  He  knoweth  that  I  say  the  truths  that  heaven 
without  Himself  would  not,  yea,  could  not,  satisfy  my  soul.  I  thank 
and  bless  Him  daily  for  His  gifts  and  love  acts%  but  it  is  Himself 
^^  Immanuel,  God  with  us,"  who  is  our  all  and  in  all.  He  is  Jehovah 
our  righteousness,  the  great  God  and  Saviour,  our  Jesus  Christ,  the 
King  eternal,  the  Eang  of  glory,  and  Alpha  and  Omega. 

I  often  think  of  the  way  and  manner  the  Lord  brought  us  face  to 
face  to  speak  of  Him  who  loved  us  and  gave  Himself  for  us ;  and  I 
frequently  speak  of  the  time  I  spent  with  you,  and  how  our  heaot 
burned  within  us:  more  especially 4hat  day  when  a  man  was  hung 
at  the  jail.  As  I  passed  by  the  place  of  execution  to  come  to  you, 
the  Lord  spake  in  His  Word,  saying,  "I  have  eaten  ashes  like 
bread:  I  have  mingled  my  drink  with  my  weeping."  Bless  Him, 
O  my  soul,  I  shall  not  forget  it  whilst  I  remain  in  the  wilderness; 
for  my  Bethel  visits  cannot  be  forgotten.  The  God  of  Bethel  says 
to  us,  "  O,  Israel,  thou  shalt  not  be  forgotten  of  me." 

In  the  remembrance  of  the  love  and  mercy  of  our  own  God 
toward  us,  I  now  come  to  you  in  love  to  enquire  after  your  health 
and  peace,  believing  that  you  will  say,  with  one  of  your  sisters,  **  It 
is  well."  I  would  also  enquire  after  the  few  sheep  that  are,  with 
us,  of  the  house  and  lineage  of  David,  our  own  brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  Lord. 

I  am  glad  that  the  Lord  inclines  the  heart  of  lady  Lucy  Smith 
to  be  kind  to  you.     The  Lord  bless  her. 

I  have  been  down  to  Plymouth  on  a  visit  to  the  children  there, 
but  was  shut  out  from  my  former  Bethel  on  account  of  a  water  wall 
being  raised  which  I  could  not  set  over  or  go  through ;  therefore  I 
preached  in  Mr.  Bulteel's  chapeL  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you 
and  others  of  the  children. 

Yours  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  Trigg& 


Etghtktk  Letter. 

THE  GLEANER  TO  THE  REAPER* 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord, — It  was  very  kind  of  you  to  write 
to  me  again  so  soon.  I  am  grieved  to  hear  that  you  are  sufieriug 
so  much  pain.  All  things  are  pobsible  to  Jehovah  Rophi.  "  Thy 
God  whom  thou  servest  continually  He  will  deliver  thee.*'  If  He 
has  more  work  for  you  to  do  in  His  vineyard  below,  you  shall  again 
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be  made  strong  to  labour :  and  if  not  you  will  have  a  final  deliver- 
ance firom  all  mortification  and  corruption  within  or  without ;  for 
there  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying, 
neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain ;  for  the  former  things  are  for- 
gotten, and  God  Himself  shall  wipe  away  all  tears*  The  great  point 
of  anticipation  is,  we  shall  see  our  precious  Jesus  face  to  face,  and 
ever  more  be  drinking  in  bliss  from  His  lovely,  life-renewing  coun- 
tenance. Even  now  in  the  desert  He  is  our  refuge  and  strength, 
and  very  present  help  in  time  of  trouble.  Sometimes  the  heart  is 
overwhelmed  within  me,  but  then  I  am  led  to  the  rock  that  is  higher 
than  I.  And  O  what  a  safe  covert,  what  a  blessed  hiding-place  is 
He!  He  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge.  He  is  tne  Man 
that  stood  in  the  gap,  and  on  Him  was  poured  out  the  indignation 
against  our  sin.  In  Ezekiel  xx.  30 — I,  there  was  no  man  found  to 
stand  in  the  gap,  and  therefore  the  judgment  fell  upon  the  guilty ; 
for  our  God  is  righteous  that  taketh  vengeance,  and  He  will  by  no 
means  clear  the  guilty.  Most  preciously  did  my  glorious  Surety 
show  Himself  through  that  lattice  to  my  soul,  as  standing  in  the  gap 
for  me,  and  enduring  all  the  fiery  punishment,  being  taken  and 
dealt  with  as  the  guilty  party.  Thus  He  was  not  cleared  till 
every  stripe  had  been  inflicted,  and  every  farthing  paid.  He 
the  holy  Jesus  was  made  a  curse  that  I  the  guilty  Barabbas  might 
be  released  ;  for  judgement  must  fall  upon  one  of  the  twain.  He 
was  taken  under  my  guilt,  I  was  released  in  His  innocence;  and  in 
Hiid  am  most  completely  and  honourably  justified.  Praises  for  ever 
to  His  precious  name  I  I  see  it  is  thus  He  is  our  covert,  having  Him- 
self borne  the  horrible  storm  and  tempest.  It  now  cannot  reach  us ; 
for  we  are  safely  hidden  in  the  cleft  of  this  precious  living  rock,  in 
which  we  have  living  bread,  and  from  which  flow  living  streams  to 
refi'esh  us  when  faint  and  weary  in  the  wilderness.  Again  spring  up, 
O  living  well,  and  we  will  sing  unto  thee  I  In  thee  are  all  our 
springs,  and  thou  art  all  our  joy.  Cisterns  must  break,  creatures 
must  fail,  the  grass  must  wither,  and  the  flower  thereof  fade ;  all 
beside  thee  must  be  proved  a  very  vanity ;  but  thou  art  the  same, 
thy  years  fail  not,  and  thy  love  knows  no  fluctuation ;  and  thine 
own  word  is,  **  Continue  ye  in  my  love."  So  be  it  experimentally 
unto  me  a  feeble  worm,  while  my  heart  sings,  and  my  lips  re-echo, 
*'  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 

•'  Worthy  to  sit  enthroned  above, 
Worthy  of  all  our  praise  and  love : 
Worthy  for  ever  there  to  reign, 
Worthy  the  Lamb  that  once  was  slain." 

Dearly  beloved  in  our  changeless  Friend,  as  we  have  commenced 
another  year,  we  may  well  set  up  a  new  Ebenezer  in  His  name 
who  has  helped  us  hitherto.      V  ery  eventful  to  me  was  the  last ; 
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foas  at  Its  commencement  I  seemed  near  home ;  but  since  then  deep 
bave  been  the  waters  and  sharp  the  trials,  but  rich  the  consolations, 
and  sweet  the  Paschal  Lamb,  though  with  bitter  herbs  it  has  been 
eatem  At  times  the  Word  with  powei  has  been  "Stand  still," 
just  when  to  my  feelings  I  ought  to  move.  At  other  times  the  same 
well  known  voice  has  said  **  Go  forward,**  just  when  it  looked  to 
me  that  I  should  be  stilL  But  my  blessed  Guide  knew  what  He 
was  doing,  and  foolish  and  willful  as  I  have  often  been,  I  must  say 
to  His  praise,  "  He  hath  done  all  things  well.*'  '^  The  ways  of  the 
Ix)rd  are  right  ways;"  but  they  are  as  much  above  my  waysas  the 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth. 

All  prdise  for  the  past;  yea,  and  for  the  future  too ;  for  however 
dark  may  be  the  lines  to  tne  eye  of  sense,  all  will  be  in  covenant 
love ;  and  these  deep  waters  will  flow  sure,  and  never  fail,  however 
low  may  run  the  outward  stream.  Many  of  the  royal  seed  have  proved 
that  ealthly  store  bred  worms,  took  rust,  and  made  wings,  and  fled 
away  to  other  hands ;  but  their  treasure  remained  the  same,  and 
they  could  still  rejoice  in  their  better  and  enduring  substance. 
**  Happy  art  thou,  O  Israel  (whatever  be  thy  outi?fara  condition), 
who  is  like  unto  the,  O  people,  saved  by  the  Lord,  the  shield  of 
thy  help,  and  who  is  the  sword  of  thine  excellency,  and  thine 
enemies  shall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  shait  tread  upon 
their  high  places."  O,  the  wonders  that  unworthy  I  should  be  one 
of  this  favored  people,  and  inherit  the  lot  of  love  through  all  the 
changing  scenes  of  the  wilderness !  I  would  praise  my  King  and 
my  God,  and  trust  Him  without  a  waver  as  you  seem  to  do;  but,  alas! 

*'  Whene'er  my  &ith  is  sharply  tried^ 
I  find  myself  a  learner  still  ;'* 

yet  through  all  He  abideth  faithful.  Hence,  one  of  my  wilderness 
songs  is,  '*  He  restoreth  my  soul."  Truly  He  is  the  Bock  of  my 
heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever.  The  heart  of  David  is  sometimes 
moved  as  the  trees  of  the  wood  are  moved  by  the  wind ;  but  still 
covenant  securities  remain  unshaken ;  and  however  shaken  in  we 
cannot  be  shaken  aiU  of  them.    Tours  in  our  best  Beloved, 

BuTH. 
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My  Brother  in  union  with  Him,  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  the  "  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  ending,  saith  the  Lord,  which 
is  (mark),  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty,^'  our 
Brother,  the  seed  of  the  woman,  the  Son  of  the  virgin,  whose  name 
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is  HoIy»  and  who  is  EmmAnuel  (or  God)  with  us;  and  the  mercy 
Is  for  the  family  of  God,  as  he  hath  said,  for  their  comfort,  ^*  I  am 
with  you al way,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world; "  apd  ^the  Holy 
Ghost  saith,  "  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  knew  not ; 
I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known ;  I  will  make 
darkness  iieht  before  them,  and  crooked  things  stnught;  these 
ihiTigs  will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  forsake  them.''  Again  the 
Holy  Ghost  saith,  for  the  comfort  of  His  family,  **  Thou  shalt  be  a 
crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  ^of  the  Lord,  and  a  ropil  diadem  in  the 
hand  of  thy  God :  thou  shalt  no  more  be  termed  Forsaken,  neiliier 
shall  thy  land  any  more  be  termed  Desolate ;  but  thou  shalt  be 
called  Hphhzibah,  and  thy  land  Beulah  ;  for  the  Lord  delighteth  in 
thee,  aba  thy  land  shall  be  married."  This  marriage  union  between 
Jesus  Christ  and  His  Bride  was  all  settled  in  covenant  love  from 
everlasting,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  saith  by  Micah :  ^  But  thou  Bethle* 
hem  Ephratah,  thot^h  thou  be  little  amons  the  thousands  of  Judah, 
yet  out  of  thee  shall  He  (Jesus)  come  forth  unto  me  (the  God  of 
Israel),  that  is  to  be  ruler  in  Israel,  whose  goings  have  been  of  old, 
from  everlasting."  Our  dear  Jesus  tells  us  Himself  of  goings  &rth 
in  covenant  love  from  everlasting,  as  the  head  and  Husband  of  His 
people,  his  espoused  Bride  :  "  The  Lord  (saith  our  Jesus)  possessed 
me,  in  the  beginning  of  His  way,  before  His  works  of  old ;  I  was 
set  up  (the  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery)  from  everlasting,  from  the 
beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was ;  when  there  were  no  depths,  I  was 
brought  forth ;  when  there  were  no  fountains  abounding  with  water, 
before  the  mountains  were  settled,  before  the  hills  was  I  brought 
forth,  while  as  yet  He  had  not  made  the  earth,  nor  the  fields,  nor 
the  highest  part  of  the  dust  of  the  world ;  when  He  (God)  prepared 
the  heavens  I  was  there ;  when  He  set  a  compass  upon  the  face  of 
the  depth:  when  He  established  the  clouds  above;  when  He 
strengthened  the  fountains  of  the  deep;  when  He  gave  to  the  sea 
his  decree,  that  the  waters  should  not  pass  His  commandment ; 
when  He  appointed  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  then  (mark)  I  was 
by  Him,  as  one  brought  up  with  Him,  and  I  was  daily  His  delight, 
rejoicing  always  before  him  (our  God  and  Father),  rejoicing  in  the 
habitable  part  of  His  earth  (the  Church),  and  my  delights  were  (not 
shall  be^  with  the  sons  of  men.  Now,  therefore,  hearken  unto  me, 
O  ye  cnildren :  for  blessed  are  they  that  keep  my  ways ;  hear 
instruction  and  be  wise."  What  a  mercy  to  have  an  ear  to  hear 
the  voice  of  wisdom  (Jesus),  **who  is  made  of  God  unto  us  (poor 
fools)  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption, 
that  according  as  it  is  written,  he  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the 
Lord."  "  Blessed  (saith  Jesus)  is  the  man  (not  blessed  shall  be 
the  man)  that  heareth  me,  watching  daily  at  my  gales,  waiting  at 
the  posts  of  my  doors :  for  whoso  findeth  me  findeth  life,  and  shall 
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obtain  favour  of  the  Lord."  But  on  the  other  hand  He  saith, 
**  But  he  that  sinneth  against  me  wronseth  his  own  soul ;  all  that 
hate  me  love  death ; ''  and  hence  it  is  that  the  Holy  Ghost  saith  for 
the  comfort  of  His  family,  while  here  in  this  world  of  sin  and  death, 
**  If  ye  then  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which  are  above, 
where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God;  set  your  affections 
on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth :  for  ye  are  dead,  and 
your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God ;  when  Christ,  who  is  our  life, 
shall  appear,  th«:i  shall  ye  also  appear  with  Flim  (and  be  like  Him) 
in  Glory.'*  The  Church,  the  body  of  Christ,  the  beloved  family  of 
God,  eternally  appeared  with  Christ  in  Glory,  and  the  mercy  is  for 
them,  that  they  ever  will  appear  with  Him  (Christ)  in  Glory; 
for  neither  sin  nor  the  author  of  it,  that  is,  the  devil,  can  ever  make 
any  change  in  or  alter  the  standing  of  the  family  of  God,  the 
subjects  oi  their  Father's  love  in  Jesus  Christ ;  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
saith  that  they  are  sanctified  by  God  the  Father,  and  preserved  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  called.  Again  the  Holy  Ghost  saith,  by  Paul, 
<^  Blessed  b«  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in 
Christ  Jesus,  according  as  He  (God  our  Father)  hath  chosen  us, 
in  Christ,  before  the  world  began,  that  we  should  be  Holy  and 
without  blame  before  Him  (God  our  Father)  in  love.**  Here  the 
family  of  God  have  their  sure  dwelling,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  saith  by 
John,  ^<  God  is  love,  and  He  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God, 
and  God  in  him."  **  There  is  none  like  the  God  of  Jeshurun," 
saith  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Moses,  *^  who  rideth  upon  the  heavens  in 
thy  help,  and  in  His  excellency  on  the  sky :  tne  Eternal  God  is 
thy  refuge,  and  underneath  are  the  everlasting  arms ;  and  He  shall 
thrust  out  the  enemy  before  thee,  and  shall  destroy  them.  Israel 
then  shall  dwell  in  safety  alone,  the  fountain  of  Jacob  shall  be  upon 
a  land  of  corn  and  wine,  also  His  heavens  shall  drop  down  dew. 
Happy  art  thou,  O  Israel ;  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people  saved 
by  the  Lord,  the  shield  of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the  sword  of  thy 
excellency,  and  thine  enemies  shall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  tread  upon  their  high  places."  It  was  eternally  settled 
by  Jehovah  in  counsel  of  old,  fi'om  everlasting,  that  His  beloved 
ones,  who  were  taken  captive  by  the  devil  at  his  will,  should  be 
delivered  from  the  captivity  of  sin  and  death,  and  translated  into 
the  kingdom  of  His  (God  our  Father's)  dear  Son.  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God,  our  Brother,  the  Word  made  flesh,  had  covenanted 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost  that  He  would  come  down 
into  this  world  and  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil  for  His  brethren, 
as  the  Holy  Ghost  saith  by  John,  "  He  that  committeth  sin  is  the 
devil ;  for  the  devil  sinnetn  from  the  beginning :  for  this  purpose 
the  Son  of  God  was  manifested,  that  He  might  destroy  the  works 
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of  the  devil."  The  Holy  Ghost  is  very  blessed  by  Paul,  and  saitjiy 
^*  Forasmuch,  then,  as  the  children  are  partakers  of  flesh'  and  b|opd, 
He  (Jesus  the  Word  made  flesh)  also  Himself  took  part  of  the  same, 
that  through  death  He  might  destroy  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death,  that  is,  the  d«vil,  and  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of 
death  w»re  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage."  What  a  mercy 
for  the  family  of  God,  that  although  they  are  subject  to  bondage, 
yet  they  are  not  subjects  of  bondage ;  for  their  glorious  Jesus  hath 
made  them  free  from  the  bondage  of  sin,  corruption,  and  death, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  translates  them  into  his  kingdom,  where  He 
reigns  King,  and  where  princes  shall  rule  in  judgment,  and  a  man 
(the  Man  of  sorrows)  shall  be  as  an  hiding-place  from  the  wind  (of 
Ood's  fiery  wrath  gainst  sin),  and  a  covert  from  the  tempest  (of 
destruction),  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place  (take  notice),  as  tne 
shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land.  Our  Jesus,  King  in  Zion, 
invites  His  family  who  are  weary  with  the  world  of  sin  and  misery 
from  day  to  day,  ^^  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  £eavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest ;  take  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn 
of  me ;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  of  heart,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  to 
your  souls ;  for  my  yoke  is  easy  and  my  burden  is  light"  Yes,  the 
yoke  of  Jesus  is  easy,  and  His  burden  is  light,  and  every  child  of 
God,  taught  by  God  the  Spirit,  is  brought  to  know  and  to  realize 
the  truth  of  it  in  their  own  soul,  with  Paul,  "  Stand  fast,  therefore, 
in  the  liberty  (saith  Paul)  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us  fi'ee, 
and  be  not  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage."  Our 
glorious  Christ  hath  delivered  his  family  firom  the  bondage  of  sin 
and  death,  and  made  them  free  from  the  law  of  sin,  and  so  ^^  there 
is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk  not 
after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit  (take  noticed ;  for  the  spirit  of 
life  in  Christ  Jesus  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and 
death ;  for  what  the  law  could  not  do,  being  weak  through  the  flesh, 
God  sending  His  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh  (not  sinful 
flesh),  and  for  sin  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh  (of  His  body,  the 
Church),  that  the  righteousness  of  the  law  mignt  be  fulfilled  (by 
us  ?  No.)  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit." 
Therefore  the  Holy  Ghost  saith,  "  To  be  carnally  minded  is  death 
(and  the  living  children  of  God  know  it),  but  to  be  spiritually 
minded  is  life  and  peace."  The  Holy  Ghost  is  very  precious  by 
Paul  to  the  Church  of  God  at  Rome.  *'  Now  (saith  Paul)  the  God 
of  hope  fill  you  with  all  joy,  and  peace  (not  by,  but)  in  believing, 
that  ye  may  abound  in  hope,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
Our  God  in  covenant,  for  the  comfort  of  His  family,  saith  that 
when  God  made  promise  to  Abraham,  because  He  could  swear  by 
no  greater.  He  sware  by  Himself,  saying,  surely  (mark)  blessing  I 
will  bless  thee,  and  multiplying  I  will  multiply  tnee :  "  and  so,  after 
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he  had  patiently  endured,  he  obtained  the  promise.  For  men 
verily  swear  by  the  greater,  and  an  oath  for  confirmation  is  to  them 
an  end  of  aU  strife,  wherein  (take  notice)  God  willing  more 
abundantly  to  show  unto  the  heirs  of  promise  the  immutability  of 
His  counsel,  confirmed  it  by  an  oath,  that  by  two  immutable  things 
in  which  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  strong 
consolation  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope 
set  before  us,  wkich  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  both 
sure  and  steadfast  (no  foundering  of  the  vessel  of  mercy  with  this 
anchor  Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of  Glory),  which  entereth  into 
that  within  the  veil  (God  Himself),  whither  the  forerunner  is  for 
us  entered,  even  Jesus,  made  an  High  Priest  for  ever  after  the 
order  of  Melchisedec." — Adieu  for  the  present, 

X  Tarring. 


THE  GLORIFIED  THRONG. 


On  Zion's  glorious  summit  stood 
A  num'rous  host,  redeemed  by  blood : 
They  hymn'd  their  King  in  strains  divine  f 
I  heard  the  song)  and  strove  to  join. 

Here  all  who  suffer*d  sword  or  flame, 
For  trolhi  or  Jesu's  lovely  name. 
Shout  victory  now,  and  hail  the  Lamb, 
And  bow  before  the  great  I  am. 

While  everlasting  ages  roll, 
Btemal  love  shall  feast  their  soul ; 
And  scenes  of  bliss,  for  ever  new, 
Bise  in  suocession  to  their  yiew. 


Here  Mary  and  Manasseh  view, 
The  dying  thief,  aad  Abraham  too ; 
With  equal  love  their  spirits  flame, 
The  same  their  joy,  their  song  the  same. 

O,  sweet  employ  to  sing  and  trace 
Th'  amazing  heights  and  depths  of  grace: 
And  spend,  from  sin  and  sorrow  free, 
A  blissful,  vast  eternity  t 

0,  what  h  sweet,  exalted  song. 
When  ev*ry  tribe  and  ev'ry  tongue, 
Redeem'd  by  blood,  with  Christ  appear, 
And  join  in  one  full  chorus  there. 


GROUNDLESS  FEARS. 


Why,  drooping  saint,  dismay'dl 
Doth  sorrow  press  thee  down  1 

Hath  GK>d  Mfiised  to  give  thee  aid, 
Or  does  He  seem  to  frown  ? 

What  groundless  fears  are  these. 
That  make  thee  mourning  go  ) 

Here's  precious  blood  and  promises. 
And  full  salvation  too. 

In  darkness  or  distress. 
His  lovers  the  same  to  thee ; 

Without  declension,  more  or  less, 
Immutable  and  free. 


Should  guilt  disturb  thy  peace. 

Or  Satan  harass  thee. 
Behold  the  Saviour's  rigfateousnesa, 

That  sets  the  guilty  free. 

Though  He  afflicts  thy  mind, 
'Tis  not  that  He'll  destroy ; 

Eternal  wisdom  ne'er  designed 
To  give  thee  always  joy. 

Your  days  of  trial  then 
Are  all  ordain'd  by  heav'n ; 

If  He  appoints  their  number  ten, 
Tou  ne'er  shall  have  eleven* 
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PRAYER  AND  SERMON  OF  MBL  ARTHUR  TRIGGS. 

DELIVSBED  AFTER  HIS  PARTIAL  REOOVERT  FROM  A  SEVERE  ILLNESS. 

Most  kindy  gracious,  and  indulgent  Lord  our  God,  the  faithful 
God,  Thou  hast  made  us  witnesses  of  Thy  truth,  that  Thou  keepest 
covenant  and  mercy  with  them  that  love  Thee;  and  with  our  heart, 
whilst  we  bow  before  Thee  in  the  dust  of  our  nothingness,  we  can 
freely  declare  before  Thee,  that  it  is  of  Thy  mercies  we  are  not 
consumed:  and  because  thou  changest  not,  we  are  before  Thee 
again  in  this  Thine  house  of  prayer,  the  same  poor,  needy,  help- 
less, and  empty  sinners  that  Thou  hast  brought  together  many 
times  before;  and  still  find  the  blessedness  and  truth  of  Thy  Word — 
"  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.''    But  is  it  not  our  mercy  also,   • 
most  gracious  God  our  Lord,  that  we  are  exactly  fit  for  Thee,  and 
suitable  to  Thee?      Whatever  may  be  going  on,  there   can  be 
nothing  wrong,  and  nothing  can  unfit  us  for  Thee ;  therefore  will  it 
not  bie  for  Thine  honour  and  glory  to  come  forth  in  Thy  wonted 
loving  kindness  and  tender  mercy  in  the  fulfilment  of  Thy  Word, 
in  glorifying  Thyself,  in  magnifying  Thy  mercy,  and  in  extending 
mercy  unto  us :  not  only  to  teach  us  how  to  pray,  and  what  to  pray 
for ;  but  to  supply  all  our  need  according  to  Thy  riches  in  glory  by 
Christ  Jesus?     Thou  hast  said,  ^'In  all  places  where  I  record  my 
name  I  will  come  unto  thee,  and  1  will  bless  thee."     Men  may 
inscribe  it  on  places,  and  they  may  record  it  in  places,  and  may  talL 
about  it ;  but  it  is  Thy  almighty  record^  and  the  blessedness  of  the 
same  by  demonstration,  that  our  souls  are  longing  after  again  at 
this  time :  and  being  fully  persuaded  that  we  cannot  ask  too  much 
of  Thee,  we  desire  in  holy  freedom,  as  Thy  children,  by  the  Spirit 
of  adoption,  to  cry,  "  Abba,  Father,"  in  the  name  of  I'hy  beloved 
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Son,  in  whom  Thy  soul  delighteth,  to  ask  of  Thee  for  a  Father's 
blessing,  and  for  a  child's  portion.  Ihou  art,  precious  Lord  Jesus, 
the  bread  of  life;  Thou  hast  said,  **  He  that  eateth  Me,  even  he  shall 
live  by  Me."  May  we  know,  precious  Lord  Jesus,  by  the  demon- 
stration of  Thy  Spirit,  what  it  is  to  eat  of  that  bread  of  life,  and 
what  it  is  to  drink  of  the  streams  of  that  river  that  maketh  slad  the 
city  of  God ;  *^  that  we  may  eat  and  drink  and  be  abundantly  satis- 
fied with  the  fatness  of  Thy  house."  Yea,  Lord,  that  our  souls  may 
delight  in  fatness,  and  so  sit  before  Thee  as  little  children,  in  the 
simplicity  of  our  hearts,  and  receive  the  words  firom  Thy  mouth. 

Precious  Lord,  do  Thou  increase  our  faith  in  Thee,  and  do 
Thou  help  us  at  all  times^  believing  in  Thee,  whatever  may  be 
passing  or  repassing,  whether  in  the  furnace,  whether  in  the  flood, 
whether  in  darkness,  or  in  the  midst  of  crooked  things,  that  Thy 
love  to  us  and  Thy  delight  in  us  is  such,  that  to  us  and  for  us  Thou 
att  ever  fulfillifig  Thy  Word,  watering  us  every  momenti  O  how 
very  precious  it  is,  Lord ;  and  we  woul4  bless  and  praise  Thee  for 
it ;  that  nothing  can  injure  Thy  Church,  nothing  can  be  an  evil  to 
Thy  children ;  for  Thou  hast  not  only  said,  "  I  will  preserve  you 
from  all  evil;"  but  Thou  hast  said,  "There  shall  no  evil  be&U 
thee :"  and  Thou  hast  also  said,  **  I  will  surely  do  Thee  good  :^  and 
we  believe  it,  Lord ;  for  everything  is  good  to  Thy  children,  and 
how  Can  it  be  Otherwise,  Lord,  whether  it  is  life,  or  death^  or  any 
other  thing  ?  Therefore  how  sweet,  by  the  demonstration- of  it,  by 
making  us  witnesses  of  Thy  Word,  according  to  Thy  mind  and  will, 
we  can  in  oneness  of  heart,  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  the 
bond  of  peace,  declare  before  Xh«e,  "  We  know  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  and  are  the  called 
according  to  His  purpose."  As  Thou  art  interested  in  every  one 
of  Thine  before  Thee,  may  we  be  so  taken  up  in  heart  and  mind 
with  that  mercy  in  its  unchanging  natucc  whilst  we  are  before  Thee, 
that  we  may  even  lose  sight  and  sense  of  our  interest  in  Thee,  and 
have  the  heart,  mind,  thoughts,  and  a£Pections  taken  up  with  Thy 
interest  in  us.  Do  Thou  enlarge  our  hearts  and  minds  to  take  in 
a  little  of  the  fulness  of  Thy  Word  concerning  us,  being  joined  to 
Thee  and  one  Spirit.  Thou  hast  said,  "  He  that  toucheth  you, 
toucheth  the  apple  of  His  eye.'*  There  is  another  mercy.  Lord, 
we  would  have  an  understanding  of^  and  that  is,  we  neither  live  for 
ourselves,  nor  die  for  ourselves ;  so  that  "  whether  we  live,  we  live 
unto  the  Lord ;  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord ;  there- 
foi^e  whether  living  or  dying  we  are  the  Lord's."     O  let  this  reign 

Eredominant  in  our  hearts  and  minds,  amidst  all  the  things  Thou 
ast  fixed  for  us,  even  afflictions  and  chequered  scenes,  mat  oar 
mind  nwiy  be  stayed  on  Thee,  that  the  peace  of  God  may  rule  in 
our  hearts,  and  the  Word  of  Christ  may  dwell  in  us  richly.     It  hath 
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clieered  Thy  servant  many  times  since  Thou  hast  laid  him  down 
in  a  little  affliction;  that  is,  the  assurance  of  the  truth  of  it,  *^  Good- 
ness aTid  mercy  shall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life,  and  I  will 
dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  forever :"  and  according  to  Thy 
will  and  mercy  we  are  before  Thee  in  Thy  house  of  prayer,  and 
Thou  knowest  there  has  been  a  word  uppermost  in  the  mind  this 
morning,  which  Thy  servant  asks  to  be  manifested — "  Out  of  weak- 
ness made  strong ;"  so  that  Thy  strength,  Thy  mercy.  Thy  love, 
Thy  goodness,  and  Thy  truth  maybe  made  manifest  in  each  of  our 
hearts;  so  that  Thou  wilt  sive  him  strength  and  ability,  the  arti($u- 
latioii  of  the  tongue,  and  the  opening  of  the  mouth  to  speak  a  few 
words  to  Thy  children,  according  to  Thy  truth.  Give  him.  Lord, 
what  to  say  and  whereof  to  affirm ;  be  Thou  honoured,  be  Thou 
glorified,  be  Thou  exalted,  and  be  Thou  extolled,  and  do  Thou 
make  it  a  tifiae  of  refreshing  froto  Thy  dear  presence.  We  pray 
Thee,  to  hide  pride  from  us ;  we  pray  Thee,  to  Keep  Satan  at  a  dis- 
tance from  teiii^ptit^;  tiS)  molesting  and  disturbing  us.  Do  Thou 
give  the  hearing  ear  and  the  open  heart ;  and  do  Thou  make  a  de&r 
communication  of  Thine  own  Word  to  comforteachof  Thy  children, 
that  the  joy  of  the  Lord  may  be  our  strength,  and  that  Jesus  and 
fiRalvation  may  be  increasingly  precious.  There  are  a  few  words, 
Lord,  in  thy  book  which  are  precious  and  unalterable,  and  the 
desire  of  our  hearts  is  that  we  may  have  an  understanding  of  tbemt 
**  Ye  must  be  born  again ;"  and  **  Christ  is  all  and  in  all.'^  Make 
them  sweet,  precious,  salutary,  comforting,  and  edifying.  May  out* 
heart  and  mind  be  so  taken  up  with  Jesus,  that  we  Inay  forget  oaf 
weakness^  emptiness,  affliction,  and  chequered  scenes;  and  do 
Thou  so  blesB  us,  O  Ijotd^  for  Thy  gneat  natM's  ^ake,  that  we  may 
rejoice  together  in  Thee*  We  would  beseech  of  l^e,  O  Lord,  to 
bfess  Thy  own  ministers,  bkss  Thy  own  Church,  and  blessThy  own 
Word.  Send  Thy  Zion  prosperity,  confirm  the  sinking  knees,  lift 
up  the  hands  that  hang  down,  lift  upon  us  the  light  of  Thy  coun- 
tenance, and  make  Thy  children  joyful  in  Thy  house  of  prayer. 
We  ask  all  blessings,  Abba,  Father,  in  holy  fi-eedom,  as  Thy 
children,  at  Thy  heart  and  hand,  in  the  name  of  Jesus.     Amen* 
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"  Sin-bnrdMi'd  loul,  with  tempest  toss'd. 
Thy  bark  shall  ev'ry  storm  outride ; 
Grace  once  receiv'd  can  ne'er  be  lost, 
Nor  hell  (torn.  Christ  thy  soul  divide.*' 

And  the  Holy  Qhost  declares  that   "  Nothing  shall  be  able  to 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  opr 
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Lord.'*  It  is  unspeakably  precious  to  have  the  love  of  God  shed 
abroad  in  the  heart,  but  remember  where  our  security  and  blessed- 
ness is,  it  is  in  Jesus  Christ.  There  God  our  Father  put  us,  and 
there  Jesus  keeps  us,  and  because  we  are  in  Christ,  we  know  Him ; 
and  how  sweet  the  poet  writes — 

"  Jesus,  Thy  Godhead,  blood  and  name, 
0,  tis  eternal  life  to  know  !" 

It  is  right  and  proper  for  us  to  know  our  sinnership,  and  to  feel 
our  need  daily;  but  the  real  happiness  of  a  child  of  God,  with  the 
peace  of  God  ruling  in  the  heart,  is  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  the  Eternal  God,  a  receiving  of  Christ,  being  in  Christ,  living 
in  Christ,  and  walking  in  Christ ;  and  as  the  Holy  Ghost  confirms 
you  in  these  glorious  realities,  and  you  can  say  with  Paul,  "  I  knew 
a  Man  in  Christ,"  whatever  may  be  going  on  outside  Christ,  hath 
nothing  to  do  with  you  in  Christ. 

**  Come,"  say  some,  "  do  not  talk  like  that,  you  are  getting  on 
your  high  places  again." 

O  no,  I  live  there,  in  Christ,  the  High  and  Lofty  One,  that  in- 
habiteth  eternity.  It  is  a  mercy,  and  I  do  esteem  it  a  peculiar 
blessing,  that  I  have  no  one  in  heaven,  no  one  on  earth,  but  God 
the  Father's  All.  I  have  thought  that  the  work  and  ministry  and 
testimony  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  of  that  nature,  that  He  will  never 
let  a  quickened  soul  of  His  sit  down  satisfied  in  anything  short  of 
Christ ;  and  as  He  opens  to  the  heart,  the  fulness,  preciousness,  and 
suitability  of  Christ,  He  also  confirms  us  by  love,  power,  and 
unction,  that  **  All  are  your's,  ye  are  Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's." 
You  must  bear  patiently  with  me ;  for  I  find  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
get  on  fast;  and  I  would  observe,  by  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Lord, 
and  in  His  love  both  to  you  and  me,  He  hath  brought  me  nigh 
unto  death  since  I  last  saw  you.     No  doiibt  the  enquiry  will  be, 

**  How  was  your  mind?'* 

All  right. 

"But  how  was  the  state  of  your  mind?" 

Perfection, 

"How  is  that?" 

■ 

Because  we  have  no  mind,  but  the  mind  of  Christ  What  poor 
and  vague  expressions  God's  children  use,  makins  our  remark  on 
things  that  are  eternal  and  unchangeable,  and  talking  of  them  as 
if  they  were  like  ourselves,  changing  every  moment.  I  have  found 
happiness,  peace  and  tranquility,  without  the  least  disturbance; 
yea,  I  have  been  as  happy  in  the  Lord  as  I  possibly  can  be  on 
the  earth ;  no  doubts,  no  fears ;  bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  nothing 
came  between  me  and  my  precious  Lord  Jesus  I  So  that  come 
death,  ot  life,  it  was  all  right     In  that  state  the  Lord  hath  kept 
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me  from  my  leaving  you  until  now^  and  here  I  am«  through  God's 
mercy,  "  In  peace  with  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.**  I 
have  been  aware  for  years  that  it  does  not  depend  upon  me  what 
I  shall  preach ;  but  upon  the  work,  power,  and  ministry  of  God  the 
Eternal  Spirit ;  and  if  He  demonstrates  in  our  heart  what  we  read 
just  now,  *•  I  will  water  it  every  moment,  lest  any  hurt  it,  I  will 
keep  it  night  and  day,"  I  believe  come  what  may,  if  I  am  in  Christ, 
which,  bless  God,  I  am,  there  is  no  nn,  no  devil,  no  death,  nor 
anything  can  add  one  grain  of  anything  to  me,  nor  take  anything 
from  me;  and  I  do  love  that  expression,  "Ye  are  complete  in 
Him,'*  A  few  minutes  at  times  the  Lord  left  me  to  consult  with 
ray  feelings,  and  I  felt  what  a  pocr  and  worse  than  broken  reed  I 
was,  yet  the  thought  was  sweet,  **  I  knew  a  Man  in  Christ,"  And 
again,  "  A  new  creature  in  Christ,"  and  the  sweet  mercy,  **  Joined 
to  the  Lord  and  one  Spirit,"  and  "Christ  is  all  and  in  all." 
A^  hat  can  we  want  or  have  more  ?  Before  I  read  you  a  text,  I 
would  thank  you  with  all  my  heart  for  your  kindness  towards  me, 
manifested  in  enquiries  after  me ;  and  I  have  also  to  thank  secret 
friends  for  communicating  to  my  necessities,  and  as  no  doubt  some 
of  them  are  within  the  hearing  of  my  voice,  and  as  they  have  done 
it  secretly,  may  God  reward  them  openly.  Then  I  desire  to  bless 
God  with  you  as  His  Church  for  His  tender  mercy,  and  His  bound- 
less compassion  to  each  of  us,  and  for  His  goodness  and  mercy  in 
restoring  and  bringing  me  here  in  this  place,  that  I  would  sooner 
stand  in  as  a  beggar,  than  I  would  have  a  mitre  or  be  a  crowned 
head  and  know  nothing  of  a  precious  Lord  Jesus.  The  highest 
honour  I  aspire  to  is  **  Preaching  peace  by  Jesus  Christ,  He  is 
Lord  of  alL"  All  fleshly  honour,  with  the  gratification  of  pride  and 
vanity  of  the  mind,  will  be  of  no  avail  when  the  Lord  saith,  "Come 
up  higher."  There  is  one  word  in  God's  Bible  I  am  not  exactly 
perfect  in ;  and  that  is,  "  to  be  content  with  such  things  as  ye  have, 
(for  there  are  many  things  I  have,  I  should  like  to  get  rid  of)  for 
He  hath  said,  I  will  never  leave  thee,  I  will  never  forsake  thee." 
Do  you  believe  it  ?  "Ah,"  saith  a  poor  soul,  "  I  c  .nnot  help  believ- 
ing it."  And  neither  can  I ;  for  we  are  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus^ 
and  believers  of  the  Word  of  God.  And  there  is  another  mercy  I 
would  just  hint  at;  for  I  know  I  have  liberty  to  speak  to  my 
friends ;  that  is,  as  the  Lord  leads  us  on  day  by  day,  to  be  living 
witnesses  of  His  Word,  not  because  it  is  written  in  the  Bible,  but 
because  the  Holy  Spirit  hath  demonstrated  it  in  our  hearts  and 
minds,  and  hath  made  us  witnesses  of  the  truth  and  blessedness  of 
it,  that  He  hath  given  us  to  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  hath  made 
us  frse. 

1  shall  now  read  you  the  text,  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  re- 
corded, and  it  is  a  complete  testimony  concerning  Jesus  Christ. 


54  3I0n's  witness. 

^  Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  firom  Mlii^j  aad  to 
presexit  you  feuldess  before  the  presence  of  His  glory  with  exceeding 
joy,  to,  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviowr  be  glory  and  migesty^  domi- 
nion and  po^er,  both  now   and  ever.     Amen."  —  Jude  24 — 23. 
And  what  child  of  God  can  refrain  from  putting  has  bea^  Amen 
to  it,  whether  he  is  in  the  dark  or  in  the  light ;  whether  in  the  fire 
or  whether  in  the  flood?     And  aawe  are  enabled  to  put  oar  Amen 
to  it,  it  is  more  than  assent  or  consent ;  and  tiien  how  blessed,  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  samej  and  the  confiideration  of  it,  that  Himself 
Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  is  the  Amen.     I  have  often  found,  when 
looking  at  or  when  thinking  of  anything  short  of  the  person,  fulness, 
and  suitabUity  of  Christ,  what  a  bewildered  state  I  get  into ;  but 
vrhen  He  is  the  only  object  and  subject,  what  an  ocean  of  eternsl 
fulness  opens  to  the  mind  in  the  person  of  our  most  gl<^ous  Christ. 
If  the  prophets  were  now  present,  they  would  tell  us  that  Christ  was 
their  object  and  subject     ^'For  unto  Him  gave  all  the  prophets 
witness.     Go  round  about  this  land,  and  search  out  what  are  called 
places  of  worship,  and  hear  preachers  by  the  thousand,  is  it  Chnst  ? 
Nay,  anything  but  Christ    You  will  get  doetifine,  you  will  get 
discipline,   you  wiU  get  church  order,   and  many   pretty   things 
beside ;  but  where  will  you  find  a  man  that  stands  before  the  people, 
with  two  words  only  lor  his  subject  firom  time  to  time ;  that  is, 
^^  Jesus  only  ?"     Scarce  no  where.     God  having  made  us  witnesses 
of  His  truths  we  bless  God  for  His  Bible„  and  we  love  it;  but  the 
Lord  has  shut  me  up  this  last  fortnight,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
see  to  read ;  but  there  has  been  a  secret  correspondence  kept  up 
between  God  and  the  heart,  and  by  it  the  Lora's  Word  has  been 
fulfilled;  that  ^^  when  He  the  Comforter  is  come*  He  shall  bring  all 
things^  to  your  remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said  uato  you." 
Therefore  I  have  freely  told  my  precious  Lord,  that  althougn  He 
has  shut  me  up  from  reading  His  Word,  yet  He  would  enable  me 
to  speak  to  you  if  I  was  blind;  and  in  that  way  the  Lord  halh 
brought  me  before  you ;  for  if  my  salvation  depended  upon  reading 
a  chapter  to  you,  I  could  not  do  it     But  our-  salvation  is  in  Christ 
What  is  salvation  ?     Christ.     How  is  salvation  manifested  ?    **  Ye 
are  saved  in  the  Lord  with  an  eternal  salvation."    These  things  are 
among  some  of  the  precious,  glorious^  dear,  and  unchanging  mercies 
that  have  been  very  familiar  with  me  in  their  blessedness,  that  the 
same  Jesus,  the  same  salvation,  and  the  same  dear  and  precious 
friend  of  publicans  and  sinners,  would  be  the  same  to  me  in  death 
as  He  is  to  me  in  life,  and  will  be  the  same  to  all  eternity.     There 
is  another  mercy  I  would  notice,  and  it  is  no  small  mercy  to  know, 
that  as  the  members  of  Christ,  we  have  nothing  to  do  about  living 
or  dying,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do  to  make  or  mar  our  blessed- 
ness ;  it  is  all  in  Christ ;  and  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  given  us  a  word 
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or  two,  which  endears  Ood  the  Father's  Christ  to  us  —  ^^  There 
Jehovah  Qommanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore/'  Then 
let  us  add  another  word,  and  it  is  most  precious,  ^*  Because  I  live, 
ye  shall  Kve  also."  What  can  we  have  more?  Nothing;  for  '^Christ 
is  all  and  in  all."  What  poor,  perplexed  creatures  we  are,  when  it 
is  Christ  and  self,  self  and  Christ;  how  we  then  cut  and  contrive^ 
and  how  we  endeavour  to  perform  what  is  called  the  practice  of 
piety,  and  how  diligent  we  are  in  what  is  called  duty*  until  we  are 
brought  where  the  dear  man  was  found,  **  Sitting  at  the  feet  of 
Jesus,  clothed  and  in  His  right  mind."  Let  me  add  a  remark 
more,  and  it  is  sweet  and  precious:     A  sister  of  our's  was  very  dili- 

gent  in  what  is  called  using  the  means ;  for  she  had  spent  all  her 
ving,  and  it  is  a  sweet  mercy  when  our's  is  all  gone.  ^' Ah,"  saith 
she,  ^^  if  1  may  but  touch  the  hem  of  His  garment,  I  shall  be  made 
whole."  She  had  a  heart  for  Christ,  and  she  had  a  mind  for 
Christ.  How  was  it  with  her  ?  ^<  The  issue  of  blood  was  staunched, 
and  she  was  made  whole  from  that  moment."  May  the  Lord  open 
this  sweet  subject :  and  He  said,  <^  Daughter,  be  of  good  cheer ; 
thy  faith  hath  saved  thee,  go  in  peace."  Now,  if  we  look  at  the 
epistle  of  Jude,  and  compare  it  with  Paul's,  Peter's,  James',  or 
John's,  we  find  a  consistency  in  their  expressions,  and  we  find  one 
and  the  same  subject  in  view ;  and  if  they  had  only  written  their 
epistles  in  the  past  week  they  could  not  have  written  more  to  the 

Eoint,  concerning  things  that  are  taking  place  in  our  day,  than  they 
ave,  although  so  many  years  since  they  wrote  them.  Solomon  in 
his  day  said  there  was  nothing  new  under  the  sun,  yet  what  new 
doctrines,  forms,  shapes,  patterns,  &c«  are  brought  forward  and 
presented  to  the  people  by  our  knowing  ministers  who  are  enemies 
to  God  and  Christ ;  but  who  are  doing  the  work  of  the  devil. 
Then  what  a  mercy,  though  we  have  natural  ears  to  hear  their 
statements,  and  eyes  to  see  their  mode  of  performing  their  religious 
service,  we  have  no  heart  to  receive,  and  no  mind  to  believe  it ; 
for  having  a  new  heart,  and  faith  given  unto  us,  we  believe  God's 
Word ;  and  having  the  mind  of  Cborist,  nothing  can  contaminate  it, 
and  nothing  of  these  things  which  are  called  ^^  damnable  heresies," 
can  ama^amate  with  the  pure  hearts  and  minds  of  God's  children^ 
Beloved,  we  have  not  an  apprehension  yet  of  the  fulness  and 
greatness  of  God's  mercy  towards  us,  but  being  kept  in  the  simpli* 
city  of  our  hearts,  we  are  constrained  to  reject  everything  that  God 
dislikes,  and  to  love  nothing  but  what  God  loves,  and  to  receive 
nothing  but  what  comes  from  God.  Herein  and  hereby  are  dis- 
tinguished the  living  children  of  God,  from  those  in  a  state  of 
nature,  whose  propensity  is  to  drink  in  every  damnable  heresy; 
but  what  a  mercy  to  be  "  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  and  preserved 
in  Christ  Jesus  !      Think  over  these  truths ;  for  we  have  no  power 
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to  keep  ourselves  or  preserve  ourselves ;  for  even  now,  if  not  kept, 
we  should  try  hard  to  run  awav  from  the  Lord  our  God.  Such  is 
sinful  flesh ;  anything  but  Christ ;  but  for  a  believer,  nothing  but 
Christ.  Let  me  make  a  remark  here  to  some  that  have  a  heart  full 
of  longing  desires,  that  sometimes  think,  *^  Well,  it  is  near  now,  I 
shall  soon  be  set  at  liberty,  and  I  then  shall  walk  in  the  full  assu- 
rance of  fitith."  Should  a  cloud  seem  to  come  and  hide  Him  from 
sight,  remember,  it  is  as  safe  under  the  cloud  as  in  the  light  of  the 
sun.  "  But,"  say  you,  "  I  do  not  like  it."  Perhaps  not ;  but  you 
are  to  like  what  God  the  Father  likes.  Some  of  you  may  not  be 
able  to  see  anything  on  the  right  hand  or  on  the  left,  you  are  cast 
down,  and  are  meditating  things  against  yourself,  and  wonder 
where  the  scene  will  end.  But  here  is  the  mercy:  ^^  Lo,  I  am  with 
you,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  I"  This  truth  hath  been  very 
sweet  to  me  during  m^  illness :  **  Did  not  we  cast  three  men  bound 
into  the  midst  of  the  fire  ?  True,  O  King ;  live  for  ever.  I  see 
four,  and  the  form  of  the  fourth  is  like  the  Son  of  God."  Mind« 
wherever  you  may  be^  as  living  children,  and  as  livins  members,  the 
living  Head  is  with  you.  Some  may  be  so  hedged  up,  that  you 
can  see  no  way  of  deliverance ;  but  thus  it  stands, .  '*  He  spake,  and 
it  was  done ;  He  commanded,  and  it  stood  fast."  You  may  be  in 
something  similar  to  Daniel  in  the  lion's  den ;  but  he  was  God's 
Daniel  there,  as  he  was  when  under  the  King  in  command.  Who 
was  with  Daniel  ?  His  God.  Who  is  with  you  and  me  ?  The  Lord 
our  life  and  light,  the  Lord  our  righteousness.  What  said  Daniel  ? 
*^My  God  hath  sent  His  angel  and  bath  shut  the  lion's  mouths^ 
that  they  have  not  hurt  me,  forasmuch  as  before  Him  innocency  was 
found  in  me."  And  if  you  have  Christ  in  you  the  hope  of  glory, 
you  have  innocency  in  you.  Let  me  say  another  word.  Whatever 
^atan  or  your  carnal  mind  may  say  against  it,  such  and  such  only 
stand  innocent  before  God  with  Christ,  free  from  condemnation ; 
*^  For  who  shall  lay  anything  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect  ?" 

This  apostle  ( Jude)  addresses  the  Church  as  all  the  other  apostles 
did ;  that  is,  in  Chript,  and  their  epistles  are  of  that  nature,  that  a 
person  must  be  in  Christ  to  have  an  undsrstanding  of  them.  You 
may  have  your  Bibles  engraved  with  your  coat  of  arms  in  gold  or 
silver;  and  once  I  thought  a  fine  Bible  was  a  necessaiy  thing; 
therefore,  with  the  few  pence  I  could  gather  together  (i  had  no 
bank  to  go  to,  only  Huntingdon's  "  Bank  of  Faith,"  that  is,  in 
Christ,)  I  purchased  a  large  Bible,  I  took  it  up  in  numbers,  and  had 
it  bound  very  nicely,  it  looked  very  pretty  to  natural  eyes,  I  tried 
to  feed  myself  with  the  comments,  knd  the  more  I  tried  to  feed 
myself  with  them,  the  more  I  found  leanness  in  myself,  and  strange 
as  it  may  appear  to  some,  yet  the  Lord  put  me  completely  out  of 
love  with  THAT  fine  Bible.     Therefore  let  me  now  have  my  little 
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Bible,  or  a  Bible  without  notes  and  comments,  and  let  God  give 
me  my  eyesight  again,  I  would  sooner  sit  all  day  to  read  it,  than  I 
would  have  all  the  self-interpreting  Bibles  in  the  world,  or  all  com- 
mentaries written  upon  it  Not  that  I  despise  such;  for  there  are 
many  that  can  walk  with  crutches  that  cannot  walk  alone.  But 
to  this  sweet  epistle  of  Jude,  the  brother  of  James,  who  spoke 
a  word  very  true  to  the  Lonl  Jesus  after  lie  had  said,  "  Let  not 
your  heart  oe  troubled,  ye  believe  in  (iod,  believe  also  in  Me.  In 
my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions,  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would 
have  told  you,  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  whither  I  go 
ye  know,  and  the  way  ye  know.  Lord,  we  know  not  whither  thou 
goest,  and  how  can  we  know  the  way?"  What  fulness  there  is 
in  that  expression,  and  what  blessedness  that  the  Lord  should 
constrain  the  man  to  ask  the  question,  and  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
should  record  it  and  hand  it  down  for  our  comfort ;  and  it  is  so 
suitable  to  God's  children  in  all  ages,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  circum- 
stances; for  the  Lord  will  assuredly  bring  us  to  know  our  igno-* 
ranee,  and,,  in  the  knowledge  of  it,  say,  "  how  can  we  know  the 
vray  ?"  and  then  also  will  be  expressed,  **  Lord,  teach  me ;  Lord, 
direct  me ;  Lord,  guide  me :  Lord,  uphold  my  goings  in  Thy 
path,  and  direct  my  steps."  You  thus  see  the  fitness  of  a  child 
of  God  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  the  Lord :  for  the  blessed- 
ness of  the  opening  of  the  heart  of  the  Lord,  when  He  saith,  '^  I  am 
the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life :  no  man  cometh  unto  the 
Father  but  by  me."  It  is  a  great  mercy  to  be  divested  of  all  self- 
sufficiency,  and  from  all  self-dependance,  to  be  coming  up  from 
the  wilderness  leaning  on  Him  the  Beloved,  finding  His  grace 
sufficient  for  me,  and  His  strength  made  perfect  in  weakness.  The 
Holy  Ghost  by  Jude  hath  given  us  some  very  particular  things, 
and  they  are  especially  addressed  to  the  Church  :  **  Sanctified  by 
God  the  Father,  and  preserved  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  called."  That 
is  the  opening,  then  ne  comes  to  a  dear  testimony ;  but  it  is  too 
low  for  the  religionist  of  the  day,  because  it  is  not  fashionable. 
What  is  it  ?  *'  The  common  salvation."  Beloved,  ponder  over 
these  sweet  truths;  for  a  knowledge  of  them  is  of  more  worth  than 
heaven,  and  it  is .  recorded  that  it  was  *^  the  common  people  that 
heard  Him  gladly."  Just  look  at  a  common  sinner,  worse  than 
broken  to  pieces ;  yea,  absolute  nothingness,  yet  he  has  a  common 
salvation,  and  that  common  salvation  is  God's  salvation.  I  do  not 
intend  to  say  anything  contrary  to  God's  truth,  sooner  the  Lord 
stop  my  tongue ;  but  as  it  is  a  common  salvation,  il  is  so  common 
ana  so  low,  that  the  rich,  the  opulent,  the  proud,  and  the  Christ 
despiser,  have  no  desire  to  bow  before  God,  to  receive  God's  com- 
mon salvation ;  but  if  they  can  do  anything  that  would  recommend 
them,  they  are  pleased;  and  if  they  suppose  God  accepts  their  acts 
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they  then  consider  they  have  done  their  duty ;  but  I  never  read  in 
my  Bible  that  ever  God  accepted  the  acts  of  any  one  but  Christ ; 
and  He  accepts  the  persons  of  all  the  elect  in  Christ  Jesus. 

I  now  desire  to  bless  the  Lord  that  He  has  enabled  me  to  speak 
these  few  words,  and  I  hope  and  trust  the  Lord  will  open  more 
and  more  the  hearts  of  the  children  to  receive  His  Word,  that  we 
may  live  and  walk  in  a  growing  familiarity  with  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God.  A  few  days  more  at  least,  or  it  may  be  only  a  few  hours,  this 
life  will  end  with  me ;  then,  'what  a  mercy,  to  be  living  daily  ready 
to  depart  to  be  with  Christ  which  is  far  better.      Amen. 
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"  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God.'* 

And  was  there  ever  a  time  when  we  were  not  sous  of  God? 
Never.  We  were  the  sons  of  Him  in  eternity.  We  are  the  sons 
of  God  through  time,  and  shall  remain  sons  to  an  eternal  day. 
Nothing  can  interfere  with  sonship;  no  one  thing  can  destroy 
eternal  relationship.  Christ  told  His  Father  and  our  Father,  His 
God  and  our  God,  in  the  17th  of  John,  that  He  was  loved  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  and  blessedly  adds,  *^  Thou  hast 
loved  them  as  thou  hast  loved  me."  Ihis  is  an  eternal  strong- 
hold for  every  living  child,  an  everlasting  foundation  for  each 
blood-bought  son  or  daughter.  Can  we  question  the  Father's 
love  to  the  Son  of  His  love?  Not  for  a  moment.  Why 
then  should  we  ever  doubt  His  love  to  us?  If  we  are  loved  as 
Christ,  blest  as  Christ,  cared  for  as  Christ,  why  should  we  for  a 
moment  be  disquieted  concerning  our  eternal  safety  and  everlasting 
well-being  ?  The  love  of  the  Father  to  His  Son  is  the  foundation 
of  our  hope,  the  staff  of  our  mind,  the  stay  cf  our  soul,  and  the 
note  of  our  song.  Christ  is  loved.  We  are  loved  no  less.  Why  ? 
Because  we  belong  to  Christ.  Christ  is  blest.  We  are  blest  no 
less.  Why?  Because  we  form  the  body  of  Christ  Christ 
appeared  to  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself,  and  in  HLim 
is  no  sin<  We  are  as  firee  from  sin  as  He  is.  Why  ?  We  are 
**the  members  of  His  body,  of  His  flesh,  and  of  His  bones." 
Christ  our  life  died  unto  sin,  Christ  our  life  lives  unto  righteous- 
ness. What  is  the  blessed  effect  ?  **  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live 
also."  "  Likewise  reckon  ye  yourselves  to  be  dead  indeed  unto 
sin,  but  alive  unto  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  Christ 
did  nothing  without  His  Church.  Indeed  He  cannot  be  named 
without  His  people  being  included ;  for 
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^  Christ  aad  His  Church  ace  on« 

In  love's  eternal  tie : 
The  work  for  her  is  done. 

Nor  can  she  ever  die : 
He  holds  her  up  with  arms  of  Iove» 
And  calls  her  His  pare,  spotless  dove.** 

"  Beloved,  NOW  are  we  the  sons  of  God,"  We  well  know  what 
it  is  to  be  a  son  of  Adain^  but  we  as  yet  know  but  little  of  our 
spiritual  sonsbip.  We  bear  the  [image  of  the  earthj,  as  natural 
creatures,  and  mourn  on  account  of  our  wretched  deformity  \  and 
we  bear  the  image  of  the  heairenly  as  spiritual  creatures,  and 
rejoice  on  account  of  so  blest  a  condition.  But  we  know  more  of 
the  earthly  than  the  heavenly  while  in  the  timenstate ;  and  yet 
we  can  hear  Him  say,  **  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God." 
Suppose  we  look  upon  it  as  the  language  of  Jesus  the  Son  of  God, 
spewng  to  His  own  brethren,  how  sweet  and  precious  the  con- 
sideration I  He  is  the  Son  of  God,  we  are  no  less  the  sons  of 
God.  He  is  the  heir  of  God,  we  are  no  less  heirs  of  God. 
He  is  the  Beloved  of  God,  we  are  equally  loved  of  God.  "  1  hou 
hast  loved  them  as  thou  hast  loved  me,"  is  the  foundation  upon 
which  we  build.  This  alone  is  our  refuge  and  strength.  No 
gates  of  hell  can  prevail  against  us  here.  Neither  flood  nor  flame 
can  move  us  here.  Here  we  have  solid  footing.  Here  we  have 
blessed  standing.  We  may  be  termed  presumptuous,  but  the 
Word  of  God  and  the  witness  of  the  blessed  Spirit  in  our  heart 
warrant  the  presumption,  if  it  may  be  termed  such.  The  17  th 
of  John  is  quite  enough  for  us  if  there  were  no  other  por- 
tions in  God's  Word.  But  we  well  know  that  the  Scriptures 
abound  with  most  precious  portions  to  show  how  united  are  the 
children  to  their  Parent,  the  members  to  their  Head,  the  sheep 
to  their  Shepherd,^  the  branches  to  their  living  Vine,  and  sin- 
ners to  their  glorious  and  precious  Saviour.  What  the  poet  says 
is  perfectly  true : — 

"  What  from  Christ  that  soul  shall  sever, 

Bound  hy  everlasting  bands  1 
Once  in  Him,  in  Him  for  ever, 

Thus  th' eternal  covenant  stands : 
None  shall  pluck  thee 

From  the  Strength  of  Israel's  hands.*' 

How  many  there  are  among  the  living  children  who  do  not  know 
that  they  are  "  the  sons  of  God."  How  is  this  ?  The  Spirit  has 
not  witnessed  sonship  in  their  heart.  When  He  the  Spirit  of 
Truth  is  come,  in  the  power  and  blessedness  of  adoption  privi- 
leges, then  these  living  members  will  be  able  to  realize  Christ 
their  living  Head ;  these  living  children  will  be  able  to  say,  widi- 
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out  the  shadow  of  a  doubt,  *«  Abba,  Father.'*  But  until  then  thev 
cannot  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord,  they  cannot  sit  down  with 
Christ  in  His  Father's  kingdom,  they  cannot  eat,  drink,  and  be 
merry.  However,  these  are  equally  safe  with  the  more  advanced 
of  the  Lord's  children.  Just  aa  secure  are  they,  but  they  do  not 
know  it.  In  God's  own  time  they  shall;  in  His  ow^n  time  they 
must  How  is  this?  **  Because  ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  for 
the  Spirit  of  His  ?on  into  your  heart,  crying,  Abba,  Father."  The 
Holy  Ghost  is  not  sent  forth  to  make  us  sons,  but  is  sent  to  simply 
make  known  the  fact,  declare  the  blessed  reality.  He  is  the  Spirit 
of  adoption  by  whom  we  are  enabled  to  say,  **  My  Lord  ana  ray 
God."  He  is  the  Spirit  of  truth  by  whom  we  realise  the  truth,  love 
the  truth,  rejoice  in  the  truth,  and  feel  that  we  would  rather  part 
with  our  earthly  all  than  give  up  one  particle  of  truth.  If  He  is 
the  Spirit  of  truth.  He  must  be  the  Spirit  of  Christ ;  for,  says  Christ, 
"  I  am  the  Way,  the  Truth,'  and  the  Life."  Therefore  to  have  the 
Spirit  of  truth,  is  to  have  Christ :  and  to  possess  Christ,  is  to  inherit 
substance ;  and  all  is  shade  beside.  Hence  we  read,  ^^  If  any  man 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of  His."  **  Now  the  Lord 
is  that  Spirit,  and  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty." 
This  tionour  have  all  the  sons  of  God. 

"  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God."  Yes,  even  now,  though 
all  time-things  seem  out  of  order.  Though  everything  of  an  earthly 
nature  seems  all  bustle  and  confusion,  all  stormy  wind  and  tempest, 
all  like  the  din  of  war  and  clash  of  arms.  Christ  said  the  foxes  had 
holes,  the  birds  of  the  air  nests,  but  He  had  nowhere  to  lay  His 
holy  head.  Do  not  the  children  in  their  measure  tread  in  the  self- 
same pathway  ?  Are  they  not  often  like  Noah's  dove,  without  rest 
for  the  sole  of  their  foot?  They  are  crucified  to  the  world,  dead  to 
sin,  strangers  and  foreigners  here ;  but  alive  unto  God,  and  love  to 
hold  sweet  communion  and  fellowship  with  the  Man  of  Sorrows. 
They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  He^was  not  of  the  world.  They 
can  join  the  poet  in  singing : — 

**  There^s  nothing  here  deserves  my  joy, 
There's  nothing  like  my  God.** 

Sometimes  these  sons  of  God,  these  heirs  of  bliss,  these  blood- 
bought  children,  seek  rest  outside  the  Ark ;  but  they  find  nothing 
but  angry  waters  there,  nothing  but  trouble  and  confusion  there. 
Indeed  they  prove  that  the  Canaanites  are  still  in  the  land.  The 
Lord  could  drive  them  all  out  if  His  will,  disperse  the  whole  band 
if  His  blessed  pleasure ;  but  He  sees  fit  and  sees  it  good  to  let  them 
remain.  Hence  He  says,  "  As  the  lily  among  thorns,  so  is  my  love 
among  the  daughters."     And  though  the  thorns  of  the  wilderness 
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surround  her,  and  the  briars  scratch  her,  yet  she  is  siill  His  love, 
His  dove,    and   undefilcd.      She   loses  nothing  but    odour    and 
fragrance  by  her  close  proximity  to  the  thorns  and  briars.  This  her 
Beloved  feeds  upon.     Every  sigh  and  cry  arising  from  the  Bride  is 
like  so  much  fragrance  to  the  Bridegroom.     It  all  bespeaks  union, 
it  proves  relationship.     She  finds  that  she  cannot  do  without  her 
Lord ;  and  He  intends  that  she  should  not     When  all  is  calm  and 
quiet,  Christ  may  sleep  in  the  ship's  hold,  but   when   the  storm 
arises,  by  reason  of  a  great  wind  that  blows,  then   it  is,  "  Master, 
carest  thou  not  that  we  perish  ?"     We  live  independently  as  much 
as  possible ;  but  the  Lord  will  have  us  bankrupts — ^nay,  paupers. 
Child  of  God,  is  this  the  truth  ?  or  is  it  a  vision  out  of  our  own  heart  ? 
Do  you  not  manage  as  well  as  you  can  ?  do  you  not  go  on  as  long 
as  you  can,  without  going  to  the  Lord,   without  looking  to  the 
Lord  ?     Come,  now.  are  w  e  not  near  the  mark  here  ?     Hence, 
are  not  the  trials,  the  losses,  the  crosses,  and  daily  besetments,  dealt 
out  to  you  in  weight  and  measure  by  your  best  Friend  ?     Are  they 
not  most  needful  for  you  ?     Could  you  go  on  without  them  ?     We 
think  not     The  Lord  well  knows  where  to  raise  an  enemy,  and 
He  equally  knows  where  to  send  a  friend.     Our  blessed  Jesus  did 
not  travel  far  without  meeting  foes  as  thick  as  leaves  in  Autumn. 
Shall  we  expect  to  pass  on  without  coming  in  contact  with  a  few  ? 
Are  they  not  called  happy  who  endure?   '  Are  we  not  told   to 
"  endure  hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ  ?"     Shall  we 
marvel,  need  we  be  surprised,  when  we  meet  with  opposition  ?     Is 
not  the  trial  of  our  faith  precious?     Can  the  fires  be  heated  and 
Jesus  not  know  all  about  it  ?     Can  the  lion  roar  for  his  prey,  can 
the  dog  bark  at  the  sheep,  or  can  the  enemy  come  in  like  a  flood, 
and  the  Lord  be  indifferent  ?    Child  of  God,  will  the  Lord  allow 
you  to  be  oppressed,  driven,  and  tossed  about,  and  not  appear  to 
the  rescue  ?     Certainly  not     Is  it  not  true  that 

**  When  the  heart  is  torn  and  rent. 
The  troubles  are  bj  Jesus  sent  ?'* 

Why  does  He  send  them  ?  Need  we  answer  this  question  ?  Will 
not  every  child  of  God  answer,  Because  I  cannot  do  without  them  ? 
Flesh  and  blood  would  do  without  them.  But  the  Lord  never 
studies  the  wishe&  of  our  old  nature ;  does  not  undertake  to  please 
old  Adam.  At  all  times  He  seeks  His  own  glory  and  His  child's 
good.  Shall  we  wish  Him  to  swerve  from  this  rule?  Do  we 
want  Him  to  alter  His  all-wise  and  all-loving  arrangements  ?  In 
looking  back  at  the  past,  have  we  not  had  repeated  cause  to  bless 
Him  for  doing  that  which  seemed  good  in  His  sight?  Indeed  we 
have.     Has  He  ever  upset  one  of  our  fleshly  schemes  too  many  ? 
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Not  He.     Has  He  taken  away  one  thing  that  woiiM  have  been 
better  retained  ?    Can  we  not  heartily  sing, 


"  I  know  in  all  that  has  befell, 
Mj  Jesus  has  done  aU  things  well*" 

*<  Beloved,  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God ;"  therefore  never  mind 
the  few  troubles  of  the  wilderness;  be  not  discouraged  by  reason  of 
the  roughness  of  the  way.  CSieer  up ;  for  all  roughness,  darkness, 
sorrow,  sighing,  and  crymgf  shall  soon  be  done  away.  All  shall  be 
left  finally  behind.^  There  will  be  no  night  there,  no  tempting 
devil  there,  no  lying  tongue  there,  and  no  lion  shall  be  found 
there;  for 

"  A  few  more  days  and  we  shall  rise 
^0  take  OUT  portion  in  the  skies, 
And  sin^,  witbont  a  throbbing  bfeast. 
All  things  wen  ordered  lor  the  best.** 

We  sometimes  long  for  the  hallowed  moment ;  look  forward  with 
joy  to  the  blessed  time ;.  when  it  will  be  **  Absent  from  the  body, 

E resent  with  the  Lord.**  We  shall  then  know  in  its  fulness  the 
lessedness  wrapt  in  these  glorious  words,  »*The  Lord  shall  be 
thine  everlasting  Light,  thy  God,  and  thy  Glory.**  But,  beloved, 
even  now  are  we  the  sons  of  God ;  therefore  have  good  cause  to 
lift  up  our  head  with  joy.  How  many  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  Adam^s  Sons  and  daughters  are  living  without  hope  and 
without  God  in  the  world,  and  why  not  you  and  I  ?  Say,  why  not 
you  and  I  ?      Beloved,  ferewell, 

-  Editor* 

Plymoutb,  Sunday,  14th  October,  1866. 


A  FAITHFUL  EPISTLE  TO  A  DYING  MAN. 

My  dear  Sir, — 1  hope  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken 

in  addressing  a  line  to  you.    Yesterday,  Mrs.  B ,  with  grief^ 

told  me  of  your  illness,  and  of  your  dissolution,  to  all  appearance^ 
being  at  hand.  From  the  knowledge  I  have  of  you,  from  past 
kindness  to  me,  and  remembering  our  once  speaking  a  few  words 
together  upon  the  best  things,  I  felt  in  my  heart  sympathy  towards 
you.     I  do  hope,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  know  the  Lord  Jesusy  my 

Seat  Master,  he  having  firat  known  you ;  I  do  hope  you  love  the 
3rd  and  Savious  Jesus  Christ,  he  having  first  loved  yotu  I  trust 
you  have  received  the  sentence  of  death  in  yourself  that  yoa 
should  not  trust  in  yourself^  hut  in  the  living  God.  What  a  mercy 
it  is  to  be  saved  from  all  fleshly  dependances,  from  trusting  to  mere 
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empty  forms,  and  to  have  all  false  refuges  of  lies  swept  away ! 
O  the  blessedness  of  being  founded  on  the  rock  of  eternal  ages ;  to 
have  the  witness  within,  that  we  have  been  stripped  by  the  law, 
and  clothed  by  the  gospel !  We  must  be  taneht  by  the  Hol^  Spirit 
to  look  to  Jesus  for  everything,  and  then  He  will  be  precious  to 
our  souls :  in  a  word,  we  must  be  nothing  at  all,  and  then  Jesus 
Christ  will  be  to  us  all  in  alL  Bless  His  noly  name.  He  will  not 
break  the  bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax.  They  that 
hope  in  His  mercy  shall  prove  that  He  is  plenteous  in  redemption ; 
they  that  earnestly  seek  pardon,  justification,  and  santification^ 
through  His  atoning  blood,  shall  never  be  put  to  shame  ;  and  they 
that  depend  entirely  on  saving  grace,  shall  prove  that  the  everlasting 
arms  are  underneath  them,  and  that  the  eternal  God  is  their  refuge. 
What  a  mercy  if  you  can  say, 

**  Other  refuge  have  I  none, 
Hangs  my  nelpless  soul  on  thee." 

To  human  appearence  family  bonds  and  fraternal  ties  will  soon 
be  snapped  asunder ;  and  the  spirit  must  appear  before  Jehovah's 
awful  throne.  But  what  a  happy  change,  if  my  dear  friend  is 
about  to  sleep  in  Jesus  I  It  shall  be  well  with  thy  precious  soul ; 
it  shall  also  be  well  with  thy  sorrowing  partner,  ana  it  shall  be  well 
with  thy  offspring ;  for  these  shall  never  want  for  a  kind  Providence 
to  watcn  over  them.  You  may  confidently  leave  them  in  the  kind 
hands  of  yo^ir  heavenly  Father ;  and  while  glancing,  by  the  eye  of 
faith,  at  the  happiness  which  awaits  you,  you  may  even  say  in  the 
arms  of  death, 

**  There  shall  I  bathe  my  weary  soul 
In  seas  of  heayenly  rest* 
And  not  a  wave  of  trouble  roll 
Across  my  peaceful  breast." 

May  the  God  of  all  grace  comfort  you,  give  you  clear  views  of 
your  interest  in  all  that  Jesus  has  done,  and  make  you  "  meet  for 
the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light."  And  O  may  temporal  and 
spiritual  blessings  descend  from  God  upon  all  that  are  near  and  dear 
to  you  by  the  tender  ties  of  nature.  My  earnest  prayer  is,  that 
light,  joy,  and  peace  may  now  burst  in  upon  your  soul,  and  that 
the  glories  of  the  Lamb  may  overwhelm  you  in  holy  extacy.  I 
fancy  I  can  see  the  poor  tabernacle  almost  imperceptibly  withering 
away ;  and  also  that  I  hear  my  respected  friend  saymg, 

"  A  mortal  paleness  on  my  cheek, 
But  glory  in  my  soul.* 

Bear  with  me  another  minute,  my  friend.  Is  thy  soul  really  safe  ? 
Art  thou  clinging  to  a  precious  Christ,  and  entirely  looking  to 
Him  to  fit  and  prepare  thee  for  thy  future  state  ?     I  will  not  ask 
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thee  in  the  dehisive  language  of  some,  '*  l|ast  thou  made  thy  peace 
with  God?"  but,  1  will  ask  thee  if  Jesus  has  made  thy  peace?  for 
^^  He  is  our  peace,  who  hath  made  both  one,  and  hath  broken  down 
the  middle  wall  of  partition  between  us*"  If  you  are  resting  upon 
anytliing  of  TOur  own,  I  t(*ll  you  honestly,  as  a  servant  of  Jesus 
Christ,  that  you  will  not  be  able  to  IooIl  my  Lord  and  Master  in 
the  face  either  with  the  least  confidence  or  joy  ;  but  if  you  loathe 
yourself,  your  good  works,  and  bad  works,  and  will  have  nothing 
short  of  Jesus  in  His  fulness  and  completeness,  then  yoa  shall 
reign  with  Him  in  His  presence  where  there  is  fulness  of  joy ;  and 
dwell  at  His  right  hand  where  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore. 
May  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  with  yoir,  and  all  that  pertain  to 
you.  So  prays  a  hrll-deserving  sinner,  and  one  of  the  unworthiest 
of  the  servants  of  Jesus  Christ, 

Bjenjamik  Taylor. 


TO  MIRIAM. 


My  dear  young  Friend,— You  have  left  your  album,  requesting 
me  to  write  a  few  lines  in  it ;  what  shall  I  Vrite  ?  I  fain  would 
write  some  very  consoling  truth  to  you,  suggest  some  sweet  and 
cheering  thought ;  for  indeed  your  pathway  of  late  has  not  been 
strewn  with  flowers  of  pleasant  odors,  there  have  been  but  few 
sounds  of  sweet  music  and  the  cheer  of  youth.  No  bells  have 
rung  in  for  you  the  happy  dance  of  matrimonial  bliss ;  as  yet  no 
bride  and  bridegroom  tripping  through  fields  of  living  green ;  and 
scaling  hand  in  hand  the  mountain  path  strewn  with  wild  flowers 
and  rippling  streams, 

**  Where  the  forest's  warbler  chants  his  lay, 
And  the  eagle's  shriek  bespeaks  his  chase  for  prey : 
As  yet  no  linking  heart  to  heart  in  bonds  of  love. 
And  looking  through  the  future  as  some  sweet  flowery  grove.** 

But  cheer  up,  my  young  maiden  firiend,  all  these  things  are  only 
sublunary,  transient:  jes,  verv  evanessant,  like  fleeting  shadows, 
when  touched  by  mortal  hana,  seem  to  have  no  substance. .  Our 
whole  life,  however  joyous,  is  but  as  a  tale  that  is  told ;  aye,  even 
but  as  a  vapour  that  appeareth  for  a  moinent,  then  vanisheth  away 
for  ever. 

Amidst  such  a  changing,  dying  world,  where  shall  the  spirit  rest? 
In  precious  Jesus  I 

In  Him  who  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  throi^h 
the  Gospel.     In  Ilim  who  says,  ^'Because  I  live, ye  sh^l  live  also." 
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Im  Bim  wIm^  cMmad  Hto  life  notdMar  twto  Hitmel^biicftecty  nt« 
it  up  lor  fifs  people*  in  Him  wIm>  iiMiif^Bified  Ch^  law  ttid  made  it 
honoarttbie,  and  went  to  the  end  of  it  for  rti^teoiiBiiess  sake.  la 
Him  who  flroffdMd  die  jost  for  the  unjust,  that  He  ml{rht  Mne  os 
to  Cfod.  In  Hkn  the  beloted  in  "vriliom  we  are  accepteo.  In  Him 
io  whoai  we  have  no  spot,  wrinkle,  or  any  ao^  thing*  In  Him  in 
whom  we  etand  complete,  liuiMn^  nothing.  In  Him  by  whom  we 
bate  aeeem  by  one  Spirit  tmto  Sie  Father.  In  Bim  who  is  made 
unta  OS  wisdbm,  righteoiisnetn^  aanctifieatioti,  and  vedemplion.  M 
Htm  in  whooK  there  is  bo  condemnation.  In  Him  who  declaiM' 
iUmseif  to  be  dxe  Way,  the  Troth,  and  Life. 

Yee^  my  dear  young  friend^  1  reoMnmend  this  |(lorlou8  (3od« 
Man,  CSiriit  JeBw^  to  yoa ;  for  He  is  a  most  preeioQa  Hoeband, 
Brother,  Friend,  atid  all  that  tnch  an  one  as  you  and  i  can  poeidbit 
need  in  time  and  dmMighont  Eternity ;  fer  possessing  Him  we  afr 
possess;  we  walk  with  Him  in  whitei  in  tnat  wedding  gamientf 
which  gives  as  right  to  sit  at  the  marriage  feast  Fear  not,  fhen^ 
the  dinolvlnr  of  your  earthly  house ;  m  we  have  a  building  of 
God,  not  mam  with  bands,  eSemal  in  the  heavens,  where  onr  eVer^ 
hwtmg  song  shall  be,  Jesus  is  mine,  and  I  am  His  I 

"JeBii8»  thyUood  ancl  rigliteousness, 
Ity  beauti«i  are,  my  ^Awtt  Anu*, 
'Midst  torinc  wtrldi  in  tliMB  ttngr*^ 

With  JAjahaUX  lift  op  8\j  bead.   . 

• 

Hhk  ii^Ms  mbe  tke  atte^a^pein. 
When  ni«*d  natvw  wake  411  fean  i 
Ko  age  can  change  iu  glorioui  hae» 
Tfis  ereriasting,  ever  new.** 

Then  how  sood  it  is  to  be  lost  in  Him  I  We  are  nothing,  He  i$ 
the  first  and  last,  and  all  in  all  to  the  soul ,  so  that  we  know  when 
He,  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  then  shall  we  also  appear 
lyith  Him  in  Glory,  where  sorrow,  pain,  and  death  are  dfone  away» 
vhere  the  inhabitants  never  say  they  are  sick* 

Youis  in  Him, 

E«  WAUC&m 

FiUton  Staee^  New  Torb 


^old  shall  1  stand  in  that  great  d^y, 
9or  who  aught  to  my  charge  shall  layt 
FUUy  thl«i«h  Tliee  aheetv^  I  tm 
Siem  sin,  and  few»  fftaa  guilli  «ad  rttie 


iwm  <t  I   »■      iiw^  I 


THB  WAY  HE  HATH  LED  ME. 

{  Continued  from  page  1 1» ) 

Our  chapel  being  much  out  of  repair,  it  was  suogested  by  the  friends 
that  it  be  closed  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  m  the  purpose  of  He- 
pairing.  A  meeting  respecting  it  was  held  one  week  night  after  the 
service^  when  it  was  decided  by  those  present  that  it  be  painted, 
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cleaned,  &c«  This  meeting  was  limited  to  a  few  of  those  friends 
who  were  in  a  position  to  do  something  considerable  towards  the 
expense,  A  friend  being  there  who  was  a  builder,  he  was  asked 
what  he  thought  the  expense  would  be,  when  he  told  them  that  he 
thought  about  £30*  He,  with  each  of  the  others,  with  one  excep- 
tion, put  down  his  name  for  £5.  This  exception  was  a  man  who 
was  first  and  foremost  with  his  tongue,  but  he  could  use  his  tongue 
better  than  his  hand*  When  the  others  had  given  down  their 
names,  he  confusedly  excused  himaelf  by  saying  that  he  would 
consult  with  his  wife*  .  The  result  was  that  he  gave  nothinffs 
and  yet  to  hear  him  talk  about  a  precious  Jesus,  ^ou  would  have 
thought  that  he  would  have  done  anything  widun  his  power,  to 
further  the  preaching  of  His  glorious  Gospel.  No  matter  when  or 
where  you  met  this  man,  it  was  always  **  oless  His  dear  name,  pre- 
cious Lord  Jesus;"  but  I  have  often  questioned  whether  he  ever 
knew  experimentally  the  sweetness  of  the  name  of  Jesus.  In 
prayer,  he  was  one  of  the  most  free  and  fluent  I  ever  knew;  but, 
alas!  there  are  thousands  who  can  chatter  like  parrots,  and  are 
ignorant  of  the  name  and  fame  of  Jesus.  At  a  collection,  and  we 
only  had  four  in  a  year,  he  would  ransack  his  pockets  for  a  four" 
penny  pieccy  when  a  poor  widow  woman  who  earned  her  livelihood 
and  supported  her  family  by  bard  work  would  give  a  half  crown. 
This  man  lives  in  independent  circumstances.  So  the  reader  will 
see  that  the  rich  are  not  always  the  greatest  supporters  of  the  cause 
of  truth.  We  believe  that  Zion's  best  friends  are  found  among  the 
poor.  Here  and  there  we  meet  with  an  honorable  exception ;  but 
they  are  few  and  far  between.  These  rich  professors  think  that 
they  are  most  useful  to  the  cause  of  truth,  but  I  am  too  short-sighted 
to  see  it.  It  is  true  they  are  thought  much  more  of  by  the  people; 
but  not  by  the  parson,  in  my  case.  They  think  that  if  they  give  a 
shilling  or  two  towards  the  support  of  truth,  something  very 
wonderful  is  done  by  them.  They  hope  the  Lord  will  appear,  and 
enable  the  place  to  be  carried  on ;  but  He  must  not  insist  upon 
doing  it  at  their  expense.  No,  no.  They  have  Zion's  welfare  at 
heart,  but  they  take  good  care  to  keep  their  money  in  their  pocket. 
They  love  a  precious  Lord  Jesus,  and  speak  well  of  His  dear 
name,  but  they  would  keep  His  servants  as  poor  as  Himself  when 
He  said,  "  Foxes  have  holes,  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but 
the  Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  His  head.*'  The  Word  of 
God  says,  and  we  are  constrained  to  believe  it,  "  The  love  of  money 
is  the  root  of  all  evil"  Such  characters  believe  it  is  a  great  virtue 
to  keep  the  dear  pastor  poor;  for  it  makes  him  preach  better. 
Does  it  ?  It  may  in  some  cases,  but  it  acts  differently  with  me. 
My  opinion  is,  that  those  who  really  love  God's  truth,  will  do  all 
that  in  them  lie  to  support  it,  and  keep  their  minister  comfortable. 


THE   WAT  HX  BATH   LSD   ME.  67 

This  I  have  proved  nil  through ;  and  these  very  misers,  or  covetous 

}>rofessorB,  cannot  conscientiously  disprove  what  I  say.  They  pro- 
ess  to  love  the  Lord  Jesus  very  much,  but  I  have  lived  long  enough 
to  prove  that  they  love  their  ffold  infinitely  more.  "  How  hardly,** 
says  the  man  of  sorrows,  **  shall  they  that  have  riches  enter  into 
the  Kinffdom  of  God  P  I  once  very  much  offended  one  of  these 
rich  pro^ssors,  and  have  no  doubt  1  shall  now  offend  a  few  more 
in  relating  the  circumstance*  It  was  collection  Sunday,  and  I  was 
speaking  of  how  much  more  the  poor  contributed  to  the  cause  of 
truth  than  those  who  were  in  affluent  circumstances,  naming  as  an 
instance  the  poor  widow  who  would  give  her  half-a-crown  to  the 
rich  professor's  fourpenny  piece.  I  little  thought  that  I  was  doine 
myself  an  injury;  but  it  appears  that  I  was ;  for  there  was  a  friend  (?) 
who  was  well  to  do  in  the  things  of  this  life  who  intended  to  give  a 
sovereign,  but  was  so  annoyed  with  my  remarks,  that  he  gave  only 
a  shilling :  and  he  was  very  proud  of  what  he  did ;  for  to  my  certain 
knowledge  he  told  several  oi  his  worthy  deed.  **  Verily  they  have 
their  reward." 

Like  all  old  buildings,  the  chapel  was  found  to  require  a  much 
greater  outlay  than  was  first  thought  necessary ;  so  that  instead  of 
thirty  pounds,  it  cost  between  ninety  and  a  hundred.  The  firiends 
subscrioed  about  half  of  the  amount,  and  the  other  part  I  had  to 
pay  myself  Legally,  no  demand  could  have  been  made  upon  me, 
oecause  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  matter;  but  the  firiend 
who  did  the  work  was  very  kind  in  waiting  until  the  Lord  enabled 
me  to  pay*  I  do  not  here  insinuate  that  the  chapel  could  have 
been  done  up  cheaper;  for  I  think  it  was  done  most  reasonably. 
But  those  who  ordered  it  to  be  done,  ouffht  to  have  seen  all  the 
expences  paid,  and  they  would  have  spared  me  many  a  sigh  and  cry 
under  my  burden.  However,  the  Lord  was  very  good,  and  His 
arm  did  not  fail,  though  the  creature's  gave  way.  He  sent  the 
money  in  His  own  way,  after  keeping  me  waiting  about  two  years. 
I  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  the  Lord ;  &r  I  always  found 
Him  a  real  Friend  when  I  had  no  other.  He  never  &iled  me,  and 
I  am  not  now  disposed  to  think  that  He  ever  wilL 

We  were  all  very  much  pleased  with  the  chapel  after  it  was 
done,  and  often  found  it  a  very  precious  spot  to  our  souls.  The 
Lord  was  there,  and  that  was  enough.  We  had  nothing  exciting 
to  keep  the  people  together.  There  were  no  lectures,  tea^meetings, 
church  meetings,  or  dissolving  views,  to  please  flesh  and  blood  pro- 
fessors.  There  was  living  food  for  living  children.  There  was  the 
glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God  without  money  and  without 
price :  and  we  could  say, 

•*  *Ti9  roilk,  and  'tis  honey,  'tis  oil,  and  'tis  wine/ 
'Ti«  food  all  immortal,  'tis  food  all  divine." 


ip^.  fye^  g^w%  to  tbos^  who  h%i  hivifftj  acHih  to  fej^  TW 
^  WiljQ^  "  WM  Wdi  cirjbuUildl  inpp^  iii^  i^d  moBt  «f  tbe  friendly 
tptik^^  |lli^Beto.#diwencopiiQftQ9lc^ 

^ifsir  firiendi»  Tha^  wiis  4  giEe«l  h|tl(r  t»  mcu.  Oae  911111  who  wm  ift 
bodom  frieod  iqf  lluS  lat^  m^eA  ffm  fighter*,  Tom  Saji^nl^  but  wfao 
|)f:«]£ssis4  |o  bcrtuli^  »n^  ojdf  miilistcy,  fw^tefdi^d  ib>  selfiag.  fiMa 
l&O  ta  200  c€fii^  iQOiltUj!*  We  do  n(4  «ay  that  be  wti^  nol  called 
hj  gr^^y  but  subtf^tifsiit  cic«iiinsta»09»  ha^  made  iifl  questiao  h. 
We  ooly  botpe  tba4  be  ib)  a  child  of  (iod^  The  Locd  used  him  lo 
circulate  onv  periodical  in  a*  special  way^  If  i^  few  would  do  half 
wb^  thia  v^9fk  iid  foe  the  «^  Wiine^"  il  would  pa^  us  a  good  pio0l 
iler  cuir  labour.  Bui  Ihene  1*^  bul  iew  who  eaise  &K  t\m  ^smn 
biioiNi^l  fertbiift  ei4!  OftOBtbly;  for  fiiee  gcaee  profebseis  gftn^saUj  w 
9&  tbat  ]»  theul  lie  lo  8Pppre$a  ita  eale  inatead  of  increaee  iita 
(Nidation.  They  ace  eaotiBUBllji  finding  •cMote  ^  damadbh  ehm  " 
bdd  by  119 10  Its  pagaa  whieb  the j  ire  wi^  aariduooa  i»  diMriog 
the  attention  of  our  friends  to ;  but  we  are  only  treading  tbe  fiMh 
9lffit  of  QM  blessed  Loia4  They  tided  tl9  catdi  him  i^]£a  9ipMi\ 
but  He  atwiv)fA  foiled  tbe»  \  and  He  i«<  ^  the  aameyestecdajf^  tord«f|. 
and  for  ttver."  I  leaye  them  ia  His  baada»  and  I  hai?e  q4>  domb 
that  He  wall  kuewa  bow  to  manage  them*  Cbriat  tella  aa  that^ 
(^n«ea aoiiBl^  eomi^  and  He  adda Ibe  ^^  ^ae  l»^  le  thos^ by  whenr 
ffa^  ecaoa.  If  we  ihinb  la  go  on  withont  aieeling  with  }n4aivii^ 
tieiii  we  afaait  he  knneh  mistedsaai  If  we:  e^qpect  nniinersal  fdmiftitioii^ 
use  $hall.  miich  deceiine  emsaliiteift  It  ie  eliou^  lor  tiie  a^EYant  %» 
be  aa  Hia  MaaHnr.  If  tfaey  called  Hfm  Beelaebab).  we  mutt  nel; 
emni  it  ateatige  ta  bQ  oaltUd  by  tbt  aame  i^rnaL  nama^  Tbe 
werhl  lar?a  its  owms,  Empty  profeilsom'  betexig.  to^  tbe  wmUi 
beaca  tibey  bafee  God's  tmith^  aad  CSod'9  Imth^loving:  ehildren  arast 
espeait  meifii  froiwas  tfaaia  Mailea^  meite  halared  tban  kwa»  more 
biwiaf  than,  praise^  fix^m  all  flucb«  If  Qhrist  b«  foUewedi  die  Groaa 
viMak.  be  eartied.  If  ChciJBt  ba  loiiiDa4  the  fl«Bb  meat  be  emie^ad  s 
$od  9m  it  was  whb  Christy,  so  it  ia  with  w^  it  ia  net  peofedsaA 
enemies  who  oppose,  maligii)  a*d  flaoder  |  but  tboaa  whp'  pro- 
fessedly belong  to  &e  aame  fimulyf  love  tbe  aame  glorieea  tviifh» 
bwQd  oa  the  saiDae  solid  sock),  hope  in  tha  9ltme  blesa^d  flee  jgKaoa 
sahatian.  These  are  the  characters  who  pse^e  themfebras  Zioa's 
wQist  ik  €%  God's  diiUnen'a  greatest  enemies*  A  fnend'ajpeicb'  tfiey 
weaT)  bia  aa  enemy's  heairt  they  possess^  A  brother'a  tongue  thejjt 
use  &r  a  whUa^  but  sabsequently  display  the  serpent's  stiiti^.  Thetr 
wonda  tux  a.  tinm  ase  aofier  than  oil  and  sweatee  thaa  boney^  bat 
by  and  bye  are  superceded  by  drawn  sworda 

Never  mind,  ye  children  of  God,,  they  have  their  reward,  and 
you  have  yours,    Thi^y  are  rewarded  according  to  their  works,  and 
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$m  «ie  mvNusded  Hotocdli^  td  (ftmit'fi  Bad  |^  gK)lar  fbfiev*^ 
jF€^  poidd'shiire  Ho  t>e(let  &le  tbna  do  (tej;  ihweCdrd  Afsct  is  iao 
f oom  fer  crM;i)re  s^C^b^g^  but  mocli  canee  to  bfeto  ttd  praite 
the  l46tr4  that 

One  of  the  most  bteffijed  mstances  of  the  t^rd^s  carmng  Lome 
with  power  fiiB  own  Word  among  us  t  will  now  relate^  Om 
Sunday  morning^  about  ii  pV^iock,  T  was  Hwpke  witjbi  tlie  foUowixig 
portion :  <<  Sliw  not  the  j'udge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  T^  I  UM 
in.y  wife  that  the  Lord  had  given,  me  a  word  to  preaoh  from  fur 
some  one.  I  felt  as  assured  of  taking  the  portion  i&r  my  text^  and 
of  it  bein^  blest  to  a  child  of  God»  as  of  mj  own  existence^  t 
jpreached  &om  the  poi^n  in  the  morning  with  g^at  sweetnesa  and 
olessedness,  and  felt  confirmed  that  it  was  a  ^cial  sermon  ^bi: 
some  one*  In  the  evening  a  man  came  up  to  me  aa  I  was^^  with,  nijr 
wifib^  leaving  the  chapel,  and  sweetlv  testified  of  the  Lord  i^cialhir 
blessine  the  Word  to  his  soul  in  toe  morning.  He  came  nearly 
200  vSes  ta  hear  that  sermon^  and  assured  me  that  if  I  had  been 
in  his  company  as  he  travelled  by  rail  the  day  before,  and  cpiildt 
have  heard  him  pourihffout  his  soul  to  the  Lord»  I  ccMild  not  hava 
spoken  more  suitably*  £[e  said  it  appeared  as  though  the  Lord  had 
told  me  all  about  him.  and  He  carried  the  Word  home  with  sucL 
almig,hty  power,  that  he  was  lost  in  wonder,  tove,^^  and  praise.  I 
felt  a  sweet  union  of  soul  to  himj  which  I  befieve  no  natusal  deat^ 
will  disscjve.  Little  did  I  think  theaj^  and  little  did  he  imag^iie 
t£en,  what  a  short  time  would  disclose*  Li  the  prime  oflife,  in  the 
fall  bloom  of  health,  a  thought  was  not  entertained  that  he  waasoi 
soon  to  succomb  to  the  cold  embrace  of  death.  But  so  it  wasp  't^he 
l^t  time  but  one  1  saw  him  at  the  chapel  he  came  in  the-  vestry 
just  to  say  how  happy  he  felt  under  the  Word  that  night,  and  lefi  a 
parcel  in  iny  hand,  which  on  opening  I  found  to  contain  j^m 
sovere^ns.  This,  was  an  expression  of  his  love  to  me  aa  a.  servant  ot 
God  bj  whom  he  had  received  the  Word  with  power.  He  neededl 
none  to  tell  hint  tvhat  he  oughf  to  do  for  the  cause  of  truth ;  fi>t 
love  constrained  him  to  be  liberat  . 

The  next  and  last  time  he  heard  me  he  Was  blest  to  that  degree 
that  he  knew  not  whether  in  the  body  or  out ;  and  1  shall  ae^er 
^rget  the  text  and  sermon  to  the  dav  of  my  deaths  If  ever  the 
Gospel  was  preached  with  the  Holy  dThost  sent  down  from  heaven,, 
it  was  on  thiit  dieotiorable  occasion.  The  words  of  the  text  were 
these:  *•  All  my  bon^s  shall  say,  Jl<or4  who  is.  Kke  unto  thee?'** 
la  a  day  or  two  1  teceivedf  ^  tkot&  to  caH  and  see  the  defur  man  upon 
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the  bed  of  affliction,  which  proved  his  death  bed  in  abotit  a  week. 
Never  can  I  forget  entering  the  room.  I  could  hardly  believe  that 
the  wreck  which  I  saw  before  me  was  the  man  of  whose  life  one 
would  almost  take  a  lease  but  a  day  or  two  before.  He  had  suffered 
extremely  in  his  body,  and  the  day  before  he  was  tempted  bv  the 
great  adversary  almost  to  his  wits  end.  But  when  1  entered  the 
room  hb  countenance  lit  up  and  beamed  with  holy  delight.  He 
msped  me  by  the  hand,  and  the  blessing  that  poured  from  his 
lips  broke  me  down  at  the  feet  of  our  precious  Lord.  He  preached 
most  gloriously  from  the  sermon  that  ne  had  heard  on  the  Sunday. 
He  went  on  to  show  how  the  Lord  had  blest  the  Word  to  his  soul, 
and  how  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ 
which  was  fer  better.  His  pain  of  body  was  forgotten,  hid  natural 
weakness  and  exhaustion  were  lost  sight  of,  while  his  mouth  was 
opened  to  show  forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  had  called  him  out 
of  darkness  into  His  marvellous  light.  He  did  indeed  speak  sweetly 
of  the  glory  of  His  kingdom,  and  blessedly  talk  of  His  power.  The 
love  of  Christ  constrained  him  to  utter  forth  the  memory  of  His  great 

foodness  and  testify  of  His  faithfulness.  Instead  of  finding  it  the 
ouse  of  mourning,  it  was  the  house  of  rejoicing.  He  could  and 
did  sing  aloud  upon  his  bed  of  the  triumphs  of  His  God,  of  the 
victories  of  His  precious  Lord.  Great  cause  indeed  had  he,  as  an 
inhabitant  of  the  rock,  to  sing  and  shout  from  the  top  of  the 
mountains.  He  found  himself  the  dove  in  the  cleft  of  the  rock, 
sweetly  hid  in  the  secret  of  the  stairs.  There  was  no  occasion  for 
me  to  offer  him  consolation  upon  his  dying  bed ;  for  he  was  frdl  as 
immortal  soul  could  be  of  the  love  of  Cnrist,  of  the  joy  of  the  Lord, 
of  the  peace  of  God.  His  peace  flowed  as  a  river,  and  his 
righteousness  covered  him  as  the  waves  of  the  sea.  The  joy  of  the 
Lord  was  his  strength,  and  with  joy  he  could  draw  water  out  of 
the  wells  of  salvation;  for  Christ  was  in  him  a  well  of  living  water, 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life.     He  needed  none  to  tell  him  to 

£  raise  the  Lord,  to  give  Him  the  glory  due  unto  His  name ;  for  his 
eart  was  full  of  love,  and  love  makes  everything  right ;  and  causes 
the  soul  to  sing  aloud  of  His  mercy.  It  was  good  to  be  there,  and 
I  should  like  to  witness  just  such  another  dissolving  view.  Indeed 
it  was  a  dissolving  view,  one  that  time  and  old  acre  will  fail  to  erase 
from  the  mind. 

.  It  is  cheering  to  a  servant  of  God,  amid  all  the  discouragements 
of  ihe  way,  to  now  and  then  receive  living  testimonies  of  the  Word 
being  blest  to  the  Lord's  children.  It  makes  up  for  all  the  hatred 
and  bitter  enmity  that  they  have  to  endure  from  false  friends  and 
sworn  enemies.  Among  the  many  who  profess  to  hear  the  Word 
with  power,  it  is  sweet  to  now  and  then  meet  with  those  who  really 
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possesb  the  Word  with  power.  Amonff  the  much  Mae  fire,  it  is 
encouraging  to  here  and  there  meet  wiUi  a  flame  of  real  fire*  The 
Lord  increase  the  latter,  and  diminish  the  former,  if  His  blessed 

pleasure. 

Other  proofs  I  could  give  of  the  Holy  Ghost  putting  the  broad 
seal  of  heaven  upon  my  ministry  were  it  needful :  but  I  have  a 
ffreater  witness  still  of  oemg  sent  of  God  with  His  Word  in  my 
heart,  as  well  as  on  my  tongue ;  and  that  is,  <<  the  witness 
within."  The  witness  of  man  is  great,  but  the  witness  of  God  is 
greater.  Last  Sunday  week  I  had  a  special  proof  of  the  Lord  being 
with  m*e.  As  the  congregation  were  singing  the  last  verse  pre- 
vious to  reading  the  text,  1  felt  that  I  should  have  nothing  to  say 
to  the  people.  So  dead  and  dark  did  I  feel,  that  it  seemea  impos- 
sible to  preach.  It  was  no  consolation  to  the  mind  to  see  a  larffe 
congregation  assembled  to  hear  the  Words  of  this  life;  for  tne 
Wora  of  God  was  sealed,  the  heart  was  riiut  up,  and  the  mind  was 
dark.  Presently  the  Word  came  so  sweetly  and  so  timely-^'^  I  will 
be  with  thy  mouth."  It  was  enough.  I  could  then  preach  out  my 
heart  and  soul  to  the  people.  The  Lord  was  with  me  in  speaking^ 
and  with  His  children  in  hearings  and  it  was  good  to  be  tnere. '  I 
needed  no  one  to  say  that  the  Lord  had  sent  me  to  preach,  for  I  felt 
the  holy  anointing  in  my  own  soul.  The  unction  fiiom  the  Holy. 
One  caused  me  to  have  aii  and  abound. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Such  was  the  reply  of  the  officers  who  were  sent  to  take  Jesus  to 
the  chief  priests  and  Pharisees.  And  such  is  the  language  of  every 
heaven-bom,  spirit-taught  child  of  God.  ^<  Marvel^ not,''  saith 
Jesus,  **  the  hour  cometh ;  yea,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  shall  live. 
My  sheep  hear  my  voice,  and  they  follow  me."  It  is  a  precious, 
unalterable  truth,  that  the  soul  that  has  once  heard  the  voice  dP 
Jesus  is  passed  from  death  unto  life,  and  shall  never  come  into 
condemnation.  O  what  majesty,  what  power,  and  what  sweetness 
is  there  in  His  voice,  when  He  speaks  pardon  to  the  guilty,  self- 
condemned  sinner !  What  power  there  was  in  His  voice  when  He 
spake  a  dead  Lazarus  into  life ;  for  **  he  that  was  dead  came  forth, 
bound  hand  and  foot."  <<  Loose  him,**  saith  Jesus,  ^<and  let  him 
go."    It  matters  not  how  fast  a  poor  sinner  may  be  bound  with  the 
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chahi  oS^i  kl  ■atlcra  net  ham  bw  he  iBi|jr  iMnre  Bank  ialti  the  pk 
of  dorruplioQt  ol^  uitok  vkat  a  ^ate  of  degradatmi  W  mi»  fae  is 
fay  Bttlare^if  JefOftflpcBke:.  m  Loose  liim,  and  let  bka  go»^  mt  seal 
is  free  in  a  moment,  and  ^*  if  the  Son  shall  make  you  free^  ]pe.  ahatt 
be.  free  indeedi*'  ^  The  voice  of  the  Leid  is  pomrer&l  $  ihe^  vieice 
of  dus  Lord  ie  fiiU  of  majeetj;  the  voice  of  the  Lord  bi^eftbed^  the 
cedarB;  yccs  the  Locd  Weaketh  the  cedars  of  ljd\ummJ^  YaSf 
Ueee  His  dear  naaie#  whether  ^  be  a  pocNE^sianer  waUovioK  in  his 
fkoBt  or  a  taH,  pvea^  reli^ovn  Pharisee,  He  oea  ooDquer  au  b]F  the 
y^joA  of  His  power.  Bia  aknghty  Word  nveitt  ferth  ia  creatiofi^ 
**  Let  there  be  lighty  aiod  these  was  light:  He  spafcct  and  k,  vtaa- 
done;  He  eoiamandedy  aad  it  stood  Jast^^  It  lequurea  the  same 
poii!eff  to  VMdce  a  belieym*.  Indeed,  the  apostle  speaker  of  ^  the 
esiQreedtng  (Rainess  of  His  power  to  uswttd  who  believe ;"  aad 
fd^n^  tbeee  he  some  that  say  maa  turns  a  deaf  ear  te  Hia  call, 
we  beliene  theminot ;  fov  dMit  woald  be  exaltkig:  the  creature  above 
thor  Greatoi^  who  ia  bkased  fee  evermoEe* 

Beloved  of  the  Loid»  are  you  not  witBCBses  of  fiia  eternal  power 
a|i4  (Godhead  t  Is  it  set  stttt  fresh  in  youFrecoHeotion  when  you 
heard  the  ficist  whispexa  of  His  love,  wnen  the  first  rays  of  li^oit 
broke  in  spim-  thy  soul,  ndien.  the  blood  of  sprinldiBg  wee  eaqpe* 
rien^d^  wheo.  yon  as  a  wandering  pvodini  was  braught.  home  to* 
your  fisither's  house,  received  the  pledge  <^  the  fedier'a  love,  when 
he  put  the  ring  on  your  hand,  ana  you  went  forth  in  the  dances  of 
those  that  made  merry  ?  O  what  heart-cheering  words  were  these 
that  came  forth  from  the  loving  heart  of  the  Father,  ''This  my 
Son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  agiun ;  was  lost,  and  is  found  I"  And 
how  often  since  that  day  have  we  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus ;  some- 
times when  wall^ixig  the  crowded  streets,  or  amidst  the  bustle 
and  confusion  of  the  railway  station ;  or  when  pursuing  our  daily 
avocation,  we  have^  Ibund  ourselves  holding  sweet  eoDverse  witn 
Jesus  the  Beloved  of  Our  souls;  and  we  have  been  constrained* 
to  exclaim, ''  Nev^  man  spake  Uke  this  man."  Nodung  can  come 
between  Jeaua  and  the  soul  when  He  is  plpased  to  wpear  aad 
commune  with  us  by  the  wayw  Not  all  tae  powers  of  earth  or 
heU ;  hut  when  He  withdraws  His  manifest  presence,  we  then,  like 
Abiaham,  reitum  to  oor  owdi  sad  place ;  but  whether  we  wsJk  in 
darkness^  or  ia  the  light  of  His  couateaaace,  it  shall  sur^  be  well 
wtdi  ua;  for  the  daikaese  and  the  light  are  both  alike  to  Qjsk 

^  *Tis  well  when  on  the  moimt^ 
We  feast  on  dying  loYOy 
And  'ti»  ae  well,  in  &od'i  aecoimty 
Whm  ve  the  iarnaM  pKore." 

tondnft>  H«  P. 


ZION'S   WITNESS. 


VoL.TX.  JA.NUARY,  1867.  No.  100. 


A  RILL  FROM  THE  RIVER. 

Beloved  in  the  Lord. — Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  multiplied 
from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  "How 
good  and  how  pleasant  a  thing  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity !"  We  know  that  there  is  no  unity  like  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit,  and  no  bond  to  equal  the  bond  of  peace.  The  bond  of 
peace  is  the  bond  of  perfectness;  and  those  who  can  realise  so  sacred 
a  tie,  so  perfed  an  union,  so  divine  a  relationship,  have  good  cause 
to  say,  however  depressed  in  mind,  shut  up  m  soul,  or  oppressed  in 
spirit,  **  Return  unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul ;  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
bountifully  with  thee."  "His  mercies  are  new  every  morning ;** 
and  when  His  mercies  are  enjoyed,  they  are  sure  to  be  new  to  the 
mind,  and  it  is  certain  to  be  morning  with  the  soul.  The  Angel 
Christ  once  said  to  dear  Jacob,  "  Let  me  go;  for  the  day  breaketh ;" 
but  the  Patriarch  could  not  find  it  in  his  heart  to  yield  his  hold  of 
the  skirt  of  Him  who  was  a  Jew,  but  was  constramed  to  say,  "  I 
will  not  let  thee  go  except  thou  bless  me.*'  Was  the  Lord  angry 
with  him  for  such  determined  language,  for  such  holy  importunity '' 
Indeed  He  was  not;  for  we  read,  "  And  He  blessed  him  there.. 
Where  ?  In  the  peaceable  habitation,  in  the  quiet  resting-place 
in  the  sure  dwellmg.  You  and  I,  beloved,  know  what  it  is  to  be 
partakers  of  the  like  benefit,  to  enjoy  the  same  mercy,  to  realise  the 
same  blessing ;  and  we  can  feelingly  say,  "  Bless  die  Lord,  O  my 
soul,  and  forget  not  all  His  benefits."  We  forget  many  of  them, 
and  sometimes  it  seems  as  though  they  had  all  taken  wing  and  had 

Sone  to  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth.  We  then  mourn  sore  like 
oves;  but,  like  doves,  we  still  dwell  in  the  clefl  of  the  Rock,  hide 
in  the  secret  of  the  stairs.  Indeed  we  find  ourselves,  like  the 
conies,  a  feeble  folk ;  but  with  them,  we  are  compelled  to  make  our 
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nest  in  the  Rock:  and,  as  the  inhabitants  of  so  impregnable  a 
dwelling,  we  sing,  "The  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  Rock, 
and  let  the  God  of  my  salvation  be  exalted ;  for  He  that  is  mighty 
hath  done  to  me  great  things,  and  holy  is  His  name."     Why  should 
we  feeble  conies  wish  to  be  strong  in  ourselves  when  we  have  so 
strong  a  fortress  to  inhabit,  so  impregnable  a  Rock  to  dwell  in  ? 
What  if  we  are  feeble  ?     Christ  is  strong.     What  if  we  have  no 
wisdom?     Christ  is  made  of  God  unto  us  wisdom.     What  if  we  are 
poor  ?   In  Him  we  possess  endurable  riches  in  righteousness.    Good 
cause  have  we  to  rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad ;  for  in  Him  we 
inherit  substance,  and  can  claim  unfpld  wealth  and  treasure.     We 
may  present  a  despicable  appearance  to  the  world's  eye ;  be  base 
ana  vile  in  our  own  eye :  but  He  says,   "  O  m}'  dove,  that  art  in 
the  clefts  of  the  Rock,  in  the  secret  of  the  stairs,  let  me  see  thy 
countenance,  let  me  hear  thy  voice ;  for  sweet  is  thy  voice,  and 
thy  countenance  is  comely."     This  is  Love's  own  description  of 
His  own  bride ;  and  He  means,  in  its  fullest  latitude,  every  word 
that  He  says.     K  we  are  all  fair,  if  we  have  a  lovely  countenance, 
if  our  voice  is  sweet,  if  we  are  all-glorious  within,  and  if  our  clothing 
is  of  wrought  gold,  why*  should  we  not  rejoice  in  the  fact,  be  de- 
lighted with  the  glorious  mercy?     There  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad.     It  is  true,  we  often  feel 
our  barrenness,  and  mourn  on  accotmt  of  our  leanness,  and  deplore 
our  baseness  and  ungratefulness,  but  at  such  timesi  our  eye  is  not 
single.     The  Lord  never  intended  that  we  should  be  fruitful  in 
ourselves ;  for  from  Him  our  fruit  is  found.     He  never  intended 
that  we  should  be  anything  in  ourselves  but  sinners;  and  if  we  were 
anything  short  of  sinners  of  the  deepest  dye.  He  never  would  pay 
us  a  visit.  He  never  would  hold  intercourse  with  our  souls.    Simon 
the  Pharisee  was  not  a  sinner,  but  Mary  was.     To  her  He  devoted 
all  His  blest  attention.     If  He  directed  His  conversation  to  the 
good  man,  it  was  to  condem  him ;  but  if  to  Mary  the  sinner,  it  was 
to  justify  her.     So  that  Simon's  goodness  was  against  him,  but 
Mary  had  no  goodness  to  be  against  her.     Her  sinnership  was  no 
barrier  to  love,  her  vileness  was  no   impediment  to  blood,   her 
nakedness  was  no  hindrance  to  righteousness ;  but  her  sinnership 
commended  the  love  of  her  Saviour,  her  vileness  heightened  the 
blood  of  her  Redeemer,  and  her  nakedness  sweetly  adapted  her  for 
the  spotless  robe  of  Jesu's  righteousness.     Hence,  to  be  a  sinner, 
is  to  be  qualified  for  the  Saviour ;  to  be  lost,  is  to  be  in  a  proper 
condition  to  be  saved.     Why,  then,  mourn  on  account  of  knowing 
that  we  are  lost,  ruined,  and  undone  in  ourselves  ?     Thousands  are 
equally  lost,  and  do  not  know  it.    Why  do  we  ?    Why  are  we  made 
to  feel  the  leprosy  ?     Is  it  that  we  might  pine  away  in  despair  of 
a  cure  ?     No,  bless  God.     Christ  says,  "  I  will  bring  it  health  and 
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cure."  But  iif  we  have  health,  He  has  nothing  to  bring  us.  He 
healeth  all  our  diseases ;  and,  bless  Him,  He  forgiveth  all  our  ini- 
quities. He  tells  us  that  He  has  blotted  out,  as  a  thick  cloud,  our 
transgressions,  and,  as  a  cloud,  our  sins ;  so  that  we  can  join  the 
poet  in  saying  of  them, 

''Sunk,  as  in  a  Bhoreless  flood ; 
Lost,  as  id  a  Sayiour's  blood : 
Zion,  0  how  blest  art  thou, 
Justified  from  all  things  now  !" 

Christ  died  fur  the  ungodly,  and  our  unrighteousness  commends 
His  righteousness.  If  we  wish  to  think  highly  of  Christi  let  us 
believe  that  He  could  not  do  more  for  us  than  He  has  already 
done.  If  we  wish  rightly  to  estimate  His  blood,  let  us  firmly 
believe  that  our  sins  are  nothing  to  it.  Do  not  let  us  imagine  for 
a  moment  that  sin  has  half  the  power  to  defile  that  His  blood  has 
to  cleanse.  Do  not  let  us  thinjc  that  ^in  can  impoverish  near  to  the 
extent  that  His  blood  can  enrich.  Why  should  we  wish  to  be 
l>etter  than  we  are  ?  "  They  that  be  whole  need  not  a  Physician, 
but  they  that  be  sick."  The  Lord  told  me  this  once,  and  it  fitted 
me  exactly.  Why  ?  Because  I  was  sick  as  sinner  could  be,  and 
He  was  as  skilful  as  physician  could  be*  We  therefore  could  walk 
together,  being  agreed.  If  Christ  wants  us  to  walk  with  Him,  and 
we  are  too  lame  to  walk,  He  cures  us  of  our  lameness,  and  then  we 
walk  well  enough.  If  He  wishes  us  to  see — and,  bless  God,  He 
does — He  gives  us  spiritual  eyesight  to  behold  Ae  King  in  His 
beauty,  and  the  land  that  is  very  far  offi  If  He  wishes  us  to  sit 
with  Him  at  His  table.  He  washes  us  from  all  our  filthiness,  and 
clothes  us  with  a  robe  at  His  own  expense,  and  feeds  us  with  the 
finest  of  the  wheat.  If  He  intends  to  endue  us  with  His  blessed 
Spirit,  and  endow  us  with  endurable  riches  in  righteousness.  He 
says,  "  What  is  thy  petition,  and  what  is  thy  request  ?  It  shall  be 
given  thee,  even  to  all  of  my  kingdom." 

Be  not  cast  down  then,  ye  children  of  our  God,  for 

*•  Why  should  the  children  of  a  King 
Go  mourning  all  their  days  ?" 

No  doubt  that  as  we  probecute  our  journey  homeward,  we  shall 
meet  with  much  that  seems  against  us ;  but  whatever  opposes  us  in 
this  dreary. waste,  and  causes  us  to  exclaim,  ^'  All  these  things  are 
against  me,"  it  is  sweet  to  remember  that  all  things  are  working 
together  for  the  best,  that  the  Lord  will  see  to  it  that  one  hair  of 
our  head  shall  nr^t  perish,  that  the  smell  of  fire  shall  not  pass  upon 
us,  and  that  the  teeth  of  the  roaring  lion  shall  never  make  the  least 
impression  upon  our  precious  flesh ;  for  ^^  we  are  members  of  His 
body,  of  His  flesh,  and  of  His  bones."     He  will  take  care  of  His 
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own  body,  He  will  shield  His  own  flesh.  With  Him  at  all  times 
we  are  in  precious  safeguard.  In  Him,  under  all  circumstances,  we 
are  hid  from  the  r^e  and  fury  of  the  foe.  Cheer  up,  then,  ye 
children  of  God,  and  fear  no  evil.  The  Lord  is  with  you.  He  may 
hide  His  face  for  a  time,  appear  to  deal  roughly  with  you  for  a  while ; 
but,  depend  upon  it,  Hart  was  not  far  out  when  he  said, 

"  Our  Joseph  tarns  aside  to  weep. 
And  cannot  long  refrain." 

He  will  Foon  tell  you  all  about  it ;  for  He  says,  ''  What  1  do  thou 
knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter.''  Sing  then, 
beloved,  with  another  of  our  poets : 

"  Enough,  my  gracious  Qod, 
Let  £iith  triumphant  cry. 
My  soul  can  on  this  promise  live* 
Can  on  this  promise  die. " 

Pardon  me«  beloved,  for  keeping  you  so  long  without  a  letter. 
"The  spirit  truly  was  willing,  but  the  flesh  was  weak."  The 
be^arly  elements  have  often  beclouded  the  mind,  the  moveables 
of  this  life  have  frequently  blocked  up  the  way;  but,  thanks  be 
uuto  God,  we  can  say,  with  our  dear  brother  Jonah,  notwithstand- 
ing, ^^  I  am  an  Hebrew,  and  fear  the  Lord."  We  may  sink  fathoms 
deep,  but  we  find  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  in  our  heart ;  for  '*  the 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  His  treasure,"  and  "  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  a 
fountain  of  life/'  However  much  this  fountain  may  appear  to  be 
shut  up,  we  possess  it  still ;  and  none  can  rob  us  of  our  eternal  in- 
heritance in  Christ 

I  must  now  conclude,  with  the  joint  love  of  myself  and  wife,  and 
believe  me  very  affectionately, 

A.   WiLCOCKSON. 

10,  Eirkby  Place,  Plymouth,  24th  November,  1366. 
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Dearly  beloved  in  our  qlorioiJs  St  ad, — I  rejoiced  to  hear  by 
your  last  ihat  you  are  better,  and  Able  to  go  up  to  the  House  of 
the  Lord.  Our  times  are  in  Hts  hands,  and  covenant  love  runs 
through  all  His  dispensations  towards  us,  though  they  often  puzzle 
our  finite  minds,  and  seem  for  the  present  not  joyous  but  grievous; 
yet,  looking  unto  Jesus,  we  are  sweetly  borne  up,  and  He  is  our 
joy  in  all  our  tribulatic  n. 
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I  have  been  for  some  few  weeks  in  extreme  weakness,  but  He  is 
the  strength  of  my  heart  and  my  portion  for  ever ;  and  though  the 
outer  man  perisheth  and  wasteth  away,  He  reneweth  the  inner 
man  day  by  day.  Oh  I  the  wonder,  the  miracle,  that  I  have  such 
a  hope,  such  a  glorious  prospect ;  and,  at  times,  sweet  foretastes  of 
the  joy.  Eternal  praises  to  the  Lamb  who  bought  such  a  poor, 
vile  worm  with  such  a  rich  price,  even  His  own  heart's  blood.  Oh  I 
what  can  I  render?  What  can  I  say?  That  from  vast  eternity 
the  Holy  Three  had  thoughts  of  love  and  peace  to  me ;  so  that 
though  double  dyed  in  the  Adam  fall,  by  original  sin,  and  actual 
transgression,  yet  the  precious  blood  of  the  precious  Lamb  takes  it 
all  away ;  and  ere  long  He  will  present  me  with  all  the  Church  of 
the  First-born  to  Himself  without  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such 
thing,  conformed  to  that  glorious  pattern  which  was  shewed  to  the 
disciples  in  "the  holy  mount,"  where  they  beheld  His  glory:  and 
we  shall  be  like  Him ;  for  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  is. 

"  0  blissful  dawn  of  endless  day, 

When  sin  shall  cease  and  death  shall  die» 
"    And  Christ  His  glories  shall  display, 
And  beam  upon  my  longing  eye. 

Then  wrap*t  in  eycrlasting  joy, 

*Midst  heaven's  innumerable  throng. 
Thy  love  shall  all  my  powers  employ. 

And  be  the  theme  of  every  song." 

Oh  1  Thou  Divine  Judah,  Thou  art  He  whom  Thy  brethren  shall 
praise,  both  above  and  below.  The  more  we  know  Thee,  the  more 
we  must  praise  Thee.  Thou  art  so  wonderful,  so  glorious,  so 
loving,  and  so  miehty  in  working,  often  bringing  deep  things  out 
of  darkness,  and  giving  us  the  hidden  riches  of  secret  places ;  so  that 
however  outward  things  become,  tribulated  or  straitened,  we  have 
enlai^ement  in  Thee,  fulness  in  Thee,  and  peace  in  Thee,  which 
passeth  all  understanding.  I  find  all  our  blessings  and  blessedness 
are  in  Christ,  and  as  we  walk  in  Him,  we  have  all  things  and  abound; 
and  I  really  think  He  dries  up  brooks  and  streams  that  we  may  come 
to  live  more  at  the  fountain*  We  talk  how  that  in  Him  we  have 
all  we  need  for  time  and  eternity:  He  will  have  us  receive  it 
directly  from  Himself,  We  talk  how  blessed  it  is  to  trust  Him  :  He 
will  have  us  know  it  practically,  and  therefore  lessen  stock  and 
store  to  bring  us  to  it.  We  often  say  that  in  Himself  is  all  our 
happiness :  to  try  whether  we  mean  it  and  feel  it.  He  will  remove 
some  of  the  nearest  and  dearest  whose  hearts  have  beat  in  sympathy 
with  ours.  However,  thus  He  deals  with  some  who  are  very 
pressing  to  enjoy  much  of  Himself,  and  such  are  constrained  to  con- 
fess that  He  has  done  them  no  wrong,  but  they  have  been  blessed 
gainers  by  things  most  contrary  to  nesh  and  sense.     In  the  place 
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of  trial,  the  path  of  tribulation,  the  hour  of  affliction,  and  "  the 
valley  of  humiliation,"  many  of  Zion's  pilgrims  have  had  to  say, 
**  but  we  see  Jesus ;"  and  to  tell  how  sweetly  He  was  known  of 
them  while  fed  with  the  bread  of  adversity  and  the  water  of  afflic- 
tion, the  heavenly  Teacher  not  being  hid  m  a  corner,  but  opening 
the  ear  to  disciphne,  sealing  instruction  upon  the  heart,  and  speak* 
ing  wisdom  among  them  whom  He  hath  for  ever  perfected  by  His 
own  offering.  All  this  lays  lower  and  lower  in  the  dust,  while  the 
heart  still  cries  out  with  holy  longing,  "  That  I  may  know  Him^ 
and  the  power  of  His  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  His 
sufferings,  being  made  conformable  unto  ]Q[is  death." 

My  body  is  ^  little  strengthening,  and  may  do  so  for  a  season  ; 
but  the  Lord  has  sent  into  it  that  disease  which  will  not  cease  its 
operations  till  it  has  brought  this  tabernacle  to  the  dust ;  but  t"  we 
know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we 
have  a  building  of  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  Heavens ;"  and  He  who  redeemed  us  from  all  evil,  and  has  fed 
us  all  our  life  long,  has  said,  ^^  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you 
unto  myself."    Even  so  come,  Lord  Jesus. 

Are  you  still  better  and  able  to  preach?  Trust  also  you  have 
more  peace  and  prosperity  in  the  Church ;  but  all  our  times  are  in 
Thy  hands,  dear  Loid,  and  we  are  in  Thy  heart,  and  Thou  wilt 
water  us  every  moment,  and  watch  over  us  night  and  day,  lest  any 
hurt  us.  Indeed,  beloved,  as  I  travel  on  through  the  changes  of 
the  wilderness,  I  find  fresh  cause  to  praise  and  bless  my  Covenant 
God,  and  to  abhor  mvself ;  for  in  my  flesh  dwelleth  no  good  thing, 
but  we  triumph  in  Christ  who  is  our  perfection,  and  in  whom  we 
are  complete  in  the  midst  of  all  we  feel.  Feelings  do  not  alter 
facts. 

Excuse  more  from  a  poor  weakling.    I  am  very  weary,  but  He  is 
my  rest  and  refreshing;  in  whom,  with  kind  love  to  you  both, 

I  remain  yours  very  affectionately, 

Ruth. 


A  FEAST  AT  THE  LORD'S  TABLE. 

Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord, — "  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the 
heart  the  mouth  speaketh,"  and  when  the  dear  Lord  was  on  the 
earth  he  said  of  His  disciples,  *\lf  these  should  hold  their  peace 
the  very  stones  would  cry  out."  We  cannot  hold  our  peace  when 
the  dear  Lord  draws  near,  and  reveals  His  lovely  face,  saying, 
"  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love  ;  there  is  no  spot  in  thee."     At  such 
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times  we  say,  "  Come,  all  ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  I  will  declare 
what  He  hath  done  for  my  soul." 

One  night  last  week  I  dreamed  that  I  was  invited  out  to  supper, 
and  you  were  one  of  the  guests.  The  table  was  spread,  and  no 
one  invited  any  of  us  to  partake  of  the  food.  After  sitting  awhile, 
you  began  without  being  asked.  No  one  else  partook  of  anything ; 
but  we  all  sat  looking  at  you,  and  a  little  did  not  serve  you. 
Well,  after  you  had  taken  enough,  we  all  went  away.  I  awoke 
with  the  dream  fresh  upon  the  mind,  and  wished  it  was  Sunday, 
hoping  that  as  you  had  had  a  good  feast,  you  would  be  enabled  to 
hand  out  some  of  the  things  that  you  had  tasted  to  me. 

Before  I  left  home  on  Sunday  morning  I  wondered  if  there 
would  be  anything  for  me,  or  if  I  were  only  to  be  a  looker  on.  In 
the  morning  I  got  nothing,  and  felt  very  much  disappointed ;  but 
these  words  came  into  the  mind,  "  Your  time  is  always,  but  my 
time  is  not  yet  come."  Well,  I  thought,  it  may  be  that  I  shall  get 
on  better  in  the  evening ;  and  sure  enough  1  did ;  for  after  you 
commenced  reading  that  blessed  chapter,  and  was  led  out  to  speak 
upon  it,  1  felt  sure  that  you  had  had  a  feast,  or  you  would  never 
have  said  what  you  did.  It  was  indeed  a  time  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord  to  my  soul.  Indeed  I  had  a  feast  of  fat 
things,  of  wines  well  refined  on  the  lees.  I  saw,  by  precious  faith, 
**  the  King  in  His  beauty,  and  the  land  that  was  very  far  off."  I 
felt  as  though  I  could  fly  away  to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord,  to 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil ; 
but  to  be  eternally  singing,  "  Unto  Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed 
us  irom  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and 
priests  unto  God  and  His  Father :  to  Him  be  glory,  dominion,  and 
power,  now  and  ever.    Amen."    I  could  sing, 

**  Lord,  'tis  enough,  my  soul  is  blest, 
No  will  have  I  but  thine : 
Thou  art  my  everlasting  Best, 
Thy  love  is  more  than  wine." 

That  dear  text,  which  was  nothing  to  me  in  the  morning,  was 
everything  to  me  in  the  evening;  and  I  am  sure  that  you  "preached 
the  gospel  \«ith  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven."  To  be 
able  to  enter  into  a  little  of  the  blessedness  of  that  dear  text  is 
more  than  ten  thousaiiid*  worlds — Christ  made  sin  and  we  made 
His  righteousness.  It  seemed  almost  too  good  to  be  true.  I  was 
lost  in  wonder  at  such  gr&tk  love. to  one  so  unworthy  as  myself. 

'*  On  such  love,  my  soul,  still  ponder  : 
Love  so  great,  so  rich,  so  free  ! 
Say,  whilst  lost  in  holy  wonder, 
Why,  0  Lord,  such  love  to  me  ? 

Hallelujah  ! 
Grace  shall  reign  eternally." 


80  zion's  witness. 

The  Lord  again  proved  Himself  to  me  better  than  all  my  fears ; 
and  I  can  now  joyfiiHy  say,  *"  Not  one  thing  hath  failed  of  all 
He  hath  promised.  N05  blessed  be  His  dear  name,  '^  Not  unto 
us,  not  unto  us,"  but  unto  Him  be  all  the  praise  now  and  ever. 

Yours  in  a  precious  Jesus, 

Ann. 

Plymouth,  November  8th,  1866. 


SECRETS  WORTH  KNOWING. 

To  Paul,  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  sent  of  God  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  Jews  and  Gentiles. 

May  peace  and  love  reign  in  your  heart,  and  may  you  be  filled 
more  and  more  with  the  everflowing  well-spring  of  eternal  life 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  It  must  be  an  honorable  office 
in  the  Church,  to  be  the  mouthpiece  of  divine  wisdom.  Some 
vc&sels  are  more  prominent  than  others,  but  God  who  is  rich  in 
mercy  hath  given  all  grace  sufficient.  He  never  sends  His  servants, 
but  He  equips  them  with  all  the  accoutrements  of  war.  He  never 
sends  them  to  expound  the  Scriptures  without  giving  them  the 
two-edged  sword  of  the  Spirit  which  is  the  Word  of  God.  This  is 
their  great  weapon,  and  m  the  hands  of  God  it  divides  between 
flesh  and  spirit.  And  it  is  this  which  so  irritates  the  people  of  the 
world ;  and  it  is  the  selfeame  truth  which  is  eagerly  heard  by  the 

Seople  of  His  choice.  It  is  to  one  party  a  savor  of  death  unto 
eath,  and  to  the  other  highly  privileged  party  a  savor  of  life  unto 
life.  This  latter  party  is  an  undivided  whole.  It  is  a  complete 
structure.  It  is  a  temple  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens.  It  is  the  body  of  Christ,  the  glory  of  Christ,  the  crown 
of  Christ,  the  wealth  of  Christ,  the  fulness  of  Him  who  fiUeth  all 
in  all.  We  shall  never  get  to  the  depth,  the  height,  the  length 
and  breadth,  of  this  glorious  mystery.  We  only  exclaim  exuUingly, 
"Who  can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Chtist 
Jesus  our  Lord  ?"  Can  the  devil  ?  No,  Can  the  flesh  do  it,  or 
man  with  his  hellish  subtlety  accomplish  it  ?  No.  For  none  of 
them  have  any  power  over  the  spirit  to  retain  it,  or  to  injure  it  in 
any  form.  It  is  in  the  glorious  keeping  of  our  eternal  Covenant 
God,  who  waters  it  every  momenta  and  shields  it  with  the  walls  of 
salvation.  There  is  no  dividing  or  separating  in  the  body  of  Christ. 
The  union  is  most  complete.  It  is  thoroughly  cemented  by  the 
living  prayer  of  Jesus  when  He  said,  "  That  they  may  be  one,  even 
as  we  are  one ;  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made 
perfect  in  one."     This   one  pruycr  of  itselK  uttered  by  the  God 
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of  the  whole  earth,  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  bind  the  whole 
Church  of  God  into  oneness  with  Himself:  and  yet  we  find  thou- 
sands declaring  openly  that  the  prayer  of  Jesus  is  not  answered  ; 
that  the  oneness  of  the  election  of  grace  is  set  aside  by  the  wilful- 
ness of  man;  that  the  power  oi  God  to  save  is  not  sufficient 
without  creature  doings;  that  the  arm  of  God  cannot  save  unless 
man  does  his  part;  and  therefore  that  the  eternal  unity  of  the 
Church  is  a  matter  of  man's  speculation.  Ihese  are  not  the 
bright  truths  of  the  Gospel,  but  infernal  deductions  drawn  from  the 
law  of  Moses. 

Not  long  ago  I  heard  a  big  minister  preaching  up  man's  repent- 
ance,  good  works,  and  responsibility,  which  was  equivalent  to  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  deviL  It  is  the  sweet  consolation  of  God's 
people  that  their  repentance  is  of  God,  not  a  Judas  performance 
which  leads  on  the  broad  road  of  perdition,  but  a  work  of  the  glo- 
rious Lord,  who  brings  them  out  of  darkness  into  His  marvellous 
light ;  who  opens  their  blind  eyes,  and  gives  them  spiritual  sight  to 
behold  the  great  treasures  of  love,  blood,  and  righteousness,  in  the 
heart  of  Jesus,  The  good  works  they  walk  in,  are  the  fruits  of  the 
husbandman;  for  He  saysj  "From  me  thy  fruit  is  found."  "Eat, 
O  friends,  drink;  yea,  drink  abondantly,  O  beloved!"  "for  my 
flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed  ;  and  he  that 
eateth  me  shall  live  by  me."  This  is  the  excellent  fruit  upon  which 
tjie  members  of  Christ  live.  He  id  the  glorious  Head  in  whom 
they  walk  and  are  perfect.  In  Him  they  do  all  tilings ;  for  He 
strengthenetli  them.  Then  they  perform  those  works  pleasing  in 
His  sight,  and  run  with  ever  fresh  delight  the  race  set  before  them, 
well  knowing  that  the  prize,  the  Crown  of  Glory,  is  laid  up  for 
them  in  heaven  ;  therefore  they  press  towards  the  mark  of  this  high 
calling,  and  their  sole  cry  is  "  to  know  Him,"  and  "  to  be  found  in 
Him."  These  works  are  different  from  the  farthing  performances 
to  poor  beggars  who  crowd  our  streets.  They  are  the  evolutions 
of  the  armies  of  heaven. 

Then  as  to  this  question  of  responsibility  of  man.  Why  need  I 
say  question  ?  It  is  not  a  mere  matter  of  opinion  with  those  who 
know  the  truth;  for  they  are  well  assured  that  if  one  atom  of 
responsibility  rested  upon  them,  they  would  utterly  fail  of  salvation, 
for  all  their  righteousness  is  filthy  rags,  and  nothing  unclean  can 
enter  God's  kingdom.  Unless  Jesus  is  responsible  for  you  and  me, 
we  shall  be  eternally  undone  ;  but  if  our  names  are  enrolled  in  the 
Lamb's  Book  of  Life,  from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  all 
our  responsibility  and  care  rest  upon  the  shoulders  of  our  precious 
Lord;  for  He  laid  down  His  life  for  the  sheep,  and  it  is  impossible 
for  the  devil  to  substantiate  one  charge  against  any  member  of  this 
highly  favoured  flock.     And  if  the  devil  cannot  do  it,  then  God 
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will  not :  for  He  has  cast  all  their  sins  behind  His  back ;  so  that 
there  is  now  no  condemnation  to  them,  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus, 
who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  aft;er  the  Spirit,  who  by  union  with 
the  eternal  Lamb  of  God,  walk  in  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
blameless.  Where  is  then  their  responsibility  ?  Does  their  salva- 
tion rest  upon  a  fleshly  action  ?  No.  It  was  secured  in  the  eternal 
purpose  of  Jehovah  Jesus.  It  was  wrought  out  fully  and  ficrfectly 
upon  the  Cross  by  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace ;  and 
it  is  beins  manifested  now  to  the  children  of  God  living  in  the 
world.  The  salvation  of  the  Church  is  a  settled  matter ;  for  what 
God  doeth,  is  done  for  ever.  The  Church  is  eternally  free ;  for 
her  fetters  have  been  destroyed,  and  she  now  can  walk  in  the  glo- 
rious liberty  of  the  Sons  of  God.  Nothing  she  does  in  the  flesh 
can  alter  her  standing  in  Jesus,  and  nothing  she  performs  can 
further  her  salvation.  'Tis  true,  she  grows  in  knowledge  of  the  love 
of  God.  Each  member  is  taught  new  lessons  in  this  excellent 
school;  the  dear  Lord  keeps  opening  our  understandings,  and 
shews  us  more  and  more  of  His  mind  and  will.  Some  of  these 
lessons  are  taught  and  learnt  when  the  poor  soul  is  under  great 
trials.  The  dear  Lord  leads  us  into  the  wilderness,  and  there 
suffers  us  to  undergo  great  tribulation — -yes,  He  appoints  all  our 
trials.  Not  one  can  appear  that  He  hath  not  decreed.  Not  one 
enemy  can  confront  us  whom  He  hath  not  raised  up.  Not  one 
domineering^  Pharoah  can  oppress  us  without  God  has  specially 
raised  him  up,  and  not  one  hour  longer  than  God's  purpose  can  he 
harass  and  punish  us.  In  the  sel&ame  day  and  hour  tlie  children 
of  God  find  deliverance  from  their  troubles,  and  see  their  enemies 
cast  down  in  the  dust.  Jesus  never  suffers  His  people  to  be  tempted 
above  that  they  are  able  to  bear;  but  with  the  temptation  He 
makes  a  way  for  escape.  This  always  strikes  me  as  most  remark- 
able. The  temptation  itself  is  the  means  for  escape.  The  trial 
itself  brings  the  promissed  blessing.  The  greatest  fear  carries  with 
it  the  sweetest  confidence.  The  despair  of  Jacob  brings  with  it 
the  blessings  of  plenty  and  peace. 

You,  dear  friend,  "^have  sailed  through  the  tempest  sea  of  life. 
You  have  been  wrecked  in  the  flesh,  and  lost  every  rag.  Then 
you  were  sweetly  prepared  for  Him  who  clothed  you  with  His 
spotless  robe  of  righteousness,  and  who,  instead  of  natural  wealth, 
gave  you  eternal  riches,  wine,  milk,  and  honey.  You  have  known 
what  it  is  to  be  under  the  cloud  of  darkness ;  to  have  the  glorious 
sun  of  righteousness  eclipsed ;  to  lose  sight  of  both  sun,  moon,  and 
stars,  and  to  sink  into  despair ;  but  you  also  full  well  know  the 
sweet  shininffs  after  the  cloud  has  spent  itself;  you  have  seen  the 
glorious  Lord  shine  again  with  additional  grandeur ;  and  you  were 
then,  enabled  to  identify  yourself  with  that  innumerable  host  which 
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is  gathered  out  of  everj^  kindred,  tongne,  and  people,  to  sing  the 
song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb.  In  the  midst  of  distress  of  soul,  of 
the  tormentings  of  the  flesh,  and  the  spite  of  enemies,  you  have  a 
glorious  rock  of  safety.  He  is  a  sweet  consolation ;  He  is  a  place 
of  refuge  into  which  the  righteous  run  and  are  safe.  He  is  a  strong 
tower,  and  bids  defiance  to  all  your  enemies  round  about.  They 
may  swarm  like  bees  (rather  wasps),  but  they  cannot  enter  the 
enclosure  of  God,  the  mountain  of  His  holiness,  the  beautiful  Zion 
He  hath  blessed,  the  city  of  our  God.  Nothing  that  defileth  can 
enter  there.  The  devil  would  like  to  break  down  the  strong 
battlements  of  this  impregnable  city,  but  he  has  never  made  one 
inch  of  success,  and  I  am  quite  sure  he  never  will ;  for  our  God  is 
a  strong  God.  His  power  cannot  be  shaken.  His  will  cannot  be 
altered ;  and  His  will  is  that  the  whole  election  of  grace  shall  be 
gathered  manifestively  into  His  glorious  city,  and  there  reign 
eternally,  drinking  full  draughts  of  love,  and  adoring  and  praising 
for  ever  the  alone  Lamb  who  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  On !  who 
shall  count  the  mercies  of  our  God?  Who  shall  measure  the 
exceeding  greatness  of  His  power  to  us  ward  who  believe?  Who 
shall  set  forth  the  wonders  He  hath  done  for  His  people,  the  sweet 
deliverances  He  has  given  them  when  they  were  at  tiieir  wits  end, 
the  innumerable  tokens  of  His  gracious  love  in  redeeming  unto 
Himself  a  spotless  Church,  not  having  blemish  or  any  such  things — 
a  Church  loved  as  Jesus  is  loved,  blessed  as  He  is  blessed,  perfect 
a9  He  is  perfect,  sinless  as  He  is  sinless?  for  as  He  is,  so  are  we  in 
this  world  ? 

My  wife  joins  me  in  best  love  to  you  and  yours. 

Yours  very  affectionately, 

G.  Stephenson. 

Hull,  December  2nd,  1866. 


THE  PATHWAY  OF  "TRUE  LIGHT." 

( Continued  from  page  13.) 

A  FEW  more  changes,  both  of  troubles  and  mercies;  unthankfuUy 
received,  brought  Christmas  round  again ;  but  this  first  anniversary 
of  our  wedding-day  found  a  striking  change  in  temporal  things.  1 
looked  over  the  past  year,  and  truly  it  was  one  of  countless  mercies, 
all  spent  upon  an  ungrateful  heart.  The  living  in  Zion  know  and 
feel  what  I  mean.  This  Christmas  Day  we  actually  had  no  food, 
and  none  of  our  old  friends  came  near  us ;  and  my  poor  wife  did 
not  know  what  to  make  of  it ;  but  I  was  enabled  to  look  up,  while 
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she  did  nothing  but  look  down.  We  had  our  gleaned  com  by  us, 
but  it  was  not  thrashed  out.  What  particular  circumstances  led  to 
this  state  of  poverty  I  cannot  now  remember ;  but  sure  I  am  thai  it 
was  not  by  chance.  What  I  have  experienced  since  of  changes  of 
circumstances,  and  what  1  have  seen  in  the  religious  world,  plainly 
prove  to  me  that  all  things  are  for  the  very  l)est.  Whether  by  fire, 
storms,  hail,  wind,  snow^  or  vapour,  all  was  right  and  fulfilled  His 
V^'ord  (Psa.  cxlviii.  8),  I  was  now  learning  a  little  of  the  emptiness 
of  the  world's  friendship,  both  profane  and  religious.  This  is  needful 
for  every  child  of  God  to  know ;  and  if  any  poor  soul  wishes  to 
know  what  kind  of  treatment  to  expect  firom  the  world,  and  par- 
ticularly from  the  pious  world,  I  would  refer  them  to  11  Cor.  xi. 
23 — 33.  There  they  will  find  a  little  of  their  tender  mercies ;  and 
if  they  want  to  learn  a  little  more,  I  would  direct  their  attention  to 
Paul's  book  of  martyrs —  Heb.  xi. 

I  now  took  notice  that  old  Mrs.  Envy  and  her  friends,  who  were 
so  much  cast  down  the  year  before,  when  we  were  surrounded  with 
prosperity,  now  seemed  joyful  and  happy  to  think  that  I  was  no 
better  ofl^"  than  I  should  be.  I  have  seen  and  felt  much  of  this. 
There  are  some ;  yea,  and  pious  people  too,  who  cannot  bear  to 
see  you  do  well;  for  at  such  times  their  pious,  tender,  envious 
hearts  are  fit  to  break  with  grie£  O  how  pleasant  it  is  to  them  to 
see  yon  come  down !  What  a  sweet,  diabolical  feast  they  then 
enjoy  !  Cannot  the  poor  and  needy  of  the  Lord's  children  join 
with  me  here?  Surely  they  cannot  travel  far  in  the  wilderness 
without  being  discouraged  on  account  of  the  roughness  of  the  way ; 
without  knowing  what  it  is  to  have  their  hearts  saddened,  their 
n^mes  cast  out  as  evil,  their  bread  taken  out  of  their  mouths,  their 
characters  assailed,  and  nothing  but  poverty  and  the  workhouse 
staring  them  in  the  face.  Their  pious  friends  and  neighbours 
rejoice  to  see  them  come  down.  Bless  their  tender  hearts,  they 
can  show  a  deal  of  hypocritical  pity  before  your  face,  but  inwardly 
how  full  their  cup  of  joy  I  Yes,  ye  poor  of  "  the  flock  of  slaughter," 
I  do  believe  you  know  some  little  of  the  path,  and  grace  can  make 
you  praise  the  Lord  for  it  Why  ?  Because  they  cannot  toucli 
your  inward  peace,  your  sacred  springs  of  joy. 

'^  Tea,  do,  beloyed,  bear  in  mind. 
One  precious  drop  they  cannot  find  : 
'Midst  all  our  sorrows,  mix'd  with  gall, 
There  is  a  something  sweetens  all." 

And  that  something  you  know  a  little  of.  Come,  beloved,  is  it  not 
Mary's  "better  part?  "  Is  it  not  the  "  new  name  "  in  the  "  white 
stone  ? "  Is  it  not  "  the  secret  of  the  Lord  with  them  that  fear 
Him  ?  "  Is  it  not  the  witness  within  ?  And  is  not  all  this  found 
in  that  holy  joy,  that  sweet  peace,  that  good  hope  which  makcth 
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not  ashamed  ?     Are  not  these  things,  and  thousands  more,  to  be 
found  in  our  all-lovely  Jesus?     To  know  Him  is  indeed  eternal 
life.     Is  not  Jesus  in  His  all-glorious  person  and  perfect  work  the 
bundle  of  myrrh  (Songs  i.  13).''    What  a  cluster  of  eternal  and  inex- 
pressible beauties  I     What  a  sweet   and  fragrant  smell  of  myrrh, 
aloes,  and  cassia  from  His  righteousness,  the  beautiful  garment  of 
salvation  I     Yes,  beloved,  I  do  think   that  you  know  a  little  of  this 
**  something  sweelens  all:^     Surely  you  have  been  to  the  "  mountains 
of  myrrh,"  and  the   "hill   of  frankincense?'*     Yes,  methinks,  by 
your  calm  and  sweet  countenance  while  there,  you  felt  the  day 
break,  the  sun  rise,  and  the  clouds  and  ^gloomy  shadows  of  every 
description  to  flee  away ;  and  Jesus  the  only  salvation,  the  alone 
object,  to  captivate,  take  hold  of,  and  hold  fast  your  heart,  and  kill 
you  to   all  but   Himself^     At  such  times  you  have  found  your 
affections  drawn  out  like  the  "  chariots  of  Ammi-nadib,"  sweetly 
drawn  into  the  chamber  of  love,  to   hold  sweet  solace  with  your 
best  Beloved,  and  joys  that  the  world  knows  nothing  of.     How 
abundantly   this  makes   up  for  the   hardships,  trials,  crosses,  and 
afflictions  by  the  way.     Here   we  learn   something  of  the  secret 
which  He  reveals  to  His  beloved  ones.     How  lovely  thus  to  be  led, 
step  by  step,  through  the  Book  of  Psalms,    Proverbs,  and  Eccle- 
siastes,  into  Canticles,  or  the  famous  "song  of  songs'*  of  our  glorious 
Solomon,  then  to  enter  into  the  secret  bliss  and  enjoyments  of 
unquenchable,  undying,  and  unchangeable  love.     Beloved,  thus  to 
know,  to  love;  and  enjoy  Jesus  is  the  "  one  thing  needful ;  ^  and  I 
am  sure — 

This  to  experience,  feel,  and  know, 
Will  smoothen  all  our  path  below. 

These  things  dead  professors  know  nothing  of,  cannot  understand, 
will  not,  cannot  receive ;  and  you  will  find  nothing  of  this  in  any 
of  our  modern  spiritual  workhouses.  You  may  hear  the  cracking 
of  the  whip,  see  the  shaking  of  the  rod,  and  feel  a  little,  if  not  a 
deal,  of  the  bondage  engendered  thereby,  should  you  be  induced  to 
enter  them:  and  I  can  tell  you  by  experience,  and  painful  expe- 
rience too,  the  best  thing  you  can  get  there,  in  the  long  run,  will 
be  an  hungry  belly,  an  aching  heart,  a  barren  soul,  a  dry  breast,  a 
guilty  conscience,  broken  bones,  and  leanness  in  your  face,  with  a 
good  knock  or  two  for  coming ;  for  you  never  will  get  any  real 
good  there.     I  mean — 

Amongst  the  men  who  preach  by  notes,  I    Tour  empty  vessel  there  to  fill* 

Lean  on  their  paper  criltch  ;  With  all  the  sweets  of  grace. 

These  starve  the  sheep,  bat  feed  the  goats ; 

For  I  have  found  it  such.  'Tis  here  they  do  not  preach  by  notes, 

They  do  not  need  the  crutch  ; 

But  stay,  dear  soul,  at  Z:6n's  hill.  These  feed  the  sheep,  but  starve  the  goats  ; 

That  sacred,  lovely  place,  For  I  have  found  it  such. 
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You  will  always  find  it  best  to  keep  within  the  fold,  to  glean  in 
the  same  field  with  Ruth,  and  always  **  to  come  at  meal  times,^  to 
dwell  with  the  people  of  God»  ana  willingly  cast  in  your  lot  with 
them,  ^'not  forgetting  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together,  as  the 
manner  of  some  is;"  looking  for  and  expecting  troubles;  for  it  is 
the  appointed  lot,  and  it  is  ^^  the  wicked  who  have  no  changes," 
neither  are  they  in  trouble  like  other  men;  but  we,  beloved, 
may 

Be  feeding  on  the  mount  to-daj, 
And  sing,  rejoice,  and  long  to  stay. 
To-morrow  may  come  down  below. 
Where  strong  temptations  plague  us  so  ! 

In  the  midst  of  destitution  before  described,  I  and  my  wife  kept 
things  to  ourselves,  being  ashamed  to  let  it  be  known  we  could  not 
afford  a  supper  at  Christmas,  and  we  did  not  like  to  borrow ;  for 
who  would  lend  in  such  a  case?  Yes,  I  do  believe  Mrs.  Envy 
would,  with  pleasure ;  but  we  did  not  like  to  ask  her ;  *'  for  who 
can  stand  before  envy  ?  "  The  wheel  of  time  kept  turning  up  new 
changes,  trials,  sorrows,  privations,  and  enemies  of  all  sorts,  not  only 
of  the  world,  but  of  the  professing  Church ;  but  I  had  generally  a 
good  nose  to  smell  the  difference  between  a  goat  and  a  sheep, 
which  is  a  needful  blessing  in  my  case.  We  found  the  appointed 
number  of  cloudy  days  and  dark  nights,  both  in  temporals  and 
spirituals,  with  some  of  Job's  **  months  of  vanity  and  wearisome 
nights ; ''  and,  I  must  add,  many  pleasant  helps,  mercies,  and  dis- 
coveries of  gospel  grace.  In  short,  I  was  now  learning  two  lessons 
at  once :  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  "  the  vain  help  of  man,"  the 
folly  of  leaning  upon  an  arm  of  flesh,  of  looking  within  ;  and  the 
all-suitability,  glory,  riches,  and  fulness  of  gospel  grace.  Notwith- 
standing being  thus  taught  and  grounded  in  these  truths,  I  feel 
such  a  stupid,  dull,  and  almost  unteachable  dunce ;  for  I  am  always 
acting  contrary  thereto  in  my  feelings ;  so  that  I  am  an  Arminian 
in  feeling  and  a  Calvinist  in  sentiment;  but  one  thing  I  will  say, 
that  is,  I  have  in  some  measure  learned  where  my  strength  lies ; 
and  that  is  a  sweet  mercy ;  and  I  have  also  learned  some  little  of 
my  weakness,  and  that  is  another  sweet  mercy,  and  a  great  mercy 
too.  Ihe  Great  Teacher  •* sent  from  God"  knows  how  to  deal 
with  me,  and  His  teaching,  and  His  only,  ^^  makes  wise  unto  sal- 
vation;" and  what  a  deal  is  found  in  that  word  **  sa/vation ;  *^  or, 
more  properly  speaking,  "  salvation  of  the  Word."  What  countless 
mines  of  eternal  riches  I  None  teach  like  Him.  Letter  teaching, 
letter  reading,  letter  preaching,  and  letter  meetings,  are  of  no  use, 
savingly,  without  Him.  You  and  I,  dear  reader,  must  have  it 
direct  from  the  spiritual  teacher  sent  from  God.  I  do  not  despise 
reading  and  preaching  in  the  letter,  for  if  sound,  it  does  good  ;  but 
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we  want  the  power  of  the  Word,  or  to  hear  the  teacher's  voice  in 
and  with  the  Word.  Letter  reading  or  preaching  may  inform  the 
judgment,  and  make  a  man  wise  in  the  letter  of  the  Word,  Much 
may  be  and  is  done  in  this  i^ay,  and  Providence  has  the  chief  hand 
in  this  for  the  outward  good  of  the  Church.  I  derived  much  infor- 
mation about  this  time  in  reading  Elisha  Coles  on  ^<  God's 
Sovereignty/'  which  book  1  much  liked  at  that  time ;  but  I  have 
not  seen  it  since.  The  works  of  Gill,  Hawker,  Toplady,  Bunyan, 
and  Huntington,  have  done  much  to  enlighten  the  head ;  but  we 
want  the  Word  made  life  and  spirit.  **The  wjrds  which  I 
speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit,  ana  they  are  life,"  said  Jesus.  I 
bless  the  Lord  for  the  light  1  have  received  from  many  good  men's 
works ;  but  I  desire  to  praise  Him  more,  and  love  Him  too,  for 
condescending  to  teach  me  Himself,  without  the  teaching  of  man ; 
though  had  I  known  the  way  before  which  He  meant  to  teach  me, 
my  poor  cowardly  flesh  would  have  cried  out,  "  Not  this  way, 
Lord ;  any  way  but  this ;  Thou  knowcst  I  cannot  bear  this :  do 
bring  me  some  other  way."  But  now,  having  gone  through  much 
that  the  Lord  saw  good  to  bring  me,  1  do  not,  1  cannot,  find  fault ; 
and  I  do  believe  that 

AH  has  been  ordered  for  the  best. 

And  for  His  glory  too ; 
I  wish  to  trust  Him  with  the  rest, 

I  know  Hell  bring  me  through. 

Why  ?  Because  He  has  engaged,  in  everlasting  faithfulness,  so  to 
do ;  and  it  is  the  right  way,  the  safest  way,  the  best  way,  and  the 
appointed  way :  as  such,  it  is  the  way  that  is  sure  to  humble  the 
creature,  and  bring  down  to  the  dust  all  boasting  in  the  flesh,  on 
*the  one  hand,  and  exalt  the  sovereign  grace  of  God  on  the  other : 
therefore, 

I  do  expect  at  times  to  fall, 

And  feel  forsaken  quite, 
Tet  hope  to  find;  yea,  after  all, 

Rejoice  that  all  was  righL 

I  can  truly  say  for  myself  that,  "  I  neither  received  the  gospel 
from  man,  nor  was  I  taught  it  by  man ;  but  by  the  revelation  of 
Jesus  Christ"  (Gal.  i.  12) ;  for  it  is  seldom  I  can  hear,  on  account 
of  my  deafness  >  and  the  way  He  has  been  pleased  to  lead  and 
instruct  me  has  been  mostly  by  contraries.  He  has,  blessed  be  His 
name,  taught  me  light  by  darkness ;  strength  by  weakness ;  wisdom 
by  folly ;  riches  by  poverty ;  salvation  by  misery ;  and  holiness 
and  sanctification  by  pollution,  sin,  and  uncleanness ;  but  I  don't 
expect  any  of  the  worldly-wise  fools  to  believe  this. 

Now,  1  beg  a  little  indulgence,  and  mark  what  I  am  about  to 
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say.  The  five  points,  so  much  talked  about  in  all  our  so-called 
gospel  churches,  which  are  the  glory  of  our  land,  which  many 
can  believe,  disbelieve,  put  on,  take  off,  like  their  Sunday  coat, 
when  occasion  requires;  which  thousands  of  carnal  critics  have 
spent  their  time  and  wisdom  in  to  no  purpose ;  which  thousands 
profess  to  love,  and  thousands  more  hate,  ridicule,  and  blaspheme  ; 
which  so  many  can  alter,  soften  down,  and  modernize,  to  make 
them  square  with  the  views,  tastes,  and  feelings  of  Mr.  Muddy 
Pate,  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Tender  Flesh,  alias  Charity,  and 
this  to  the  dishonour  of  the  Saviour,  and  discredil;  of  the 
gospel;  I  did  not  learn  in  their  suitableness  in  the  school 
of  nature ;  for  my  old  Adam  nature  kicked  against  them  with 
all  the  vehemence  of  an  Arminian  Pope,  and .  so  infernal  has 
been  the  rage  or  hatred  in  my  feelings  against  these  funda- 
mental doctrines,  I  have  wished  that  I  could  kick  the  Almighty 
from  His  throne  for  His  partiality :  at  the  same  time  I  was  a  letter 
Calvinist  from  my  youth,  and  contended  in  the  letter  for  these 
very  doctrines  my  flesh  hated.  My  religion  wap  all  head  work, 
being  a  sound  Calvinist  long  before  I  became  an  experimental 
Antinomian.  The  Lord  Himself  has  in  mercy  taught  tne  in  the 
best  way ;  that  is.  He  has  made  me  feel  the  importance  of  them, 
and  graciously  knocked  them  into  me.  Nothing  else  will  stand ; 
and  not  only  so.  He  has  made  me,  contrary  to  my  feelings,  to  love, 
delight  in,  and  live  upon  them*  I  cannot  lay  them  down,  cannot 
soften,  cannot — ^neither  do  I  desire — alter  them;  so  that  I  not 
only  believe  them,  I  feel  them,  enter  into  them,  and  cannot  do 
without  them.  I  shall  not  speak  of  them  as  they  are  arranged  in 
our  covenant  books ;  but  speak  of  them  in  the  order  1  was  taught 
them  in  experience. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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My  unknown  Friend, — And  yet  well-known,  I  trust,  in  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  cannot  offer  an  apology 
for  my  presuming  to  address  you,  separated  as  we  are  in  the 
flesh,  other  than  what  is  contained  in  the  few  remarks  I  may  be 
inspirited  to  make.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  you  in  the  pages 
of  the  "  Witness,"  I  recognize  you  as  a  dear  child  of  God,  and 
one  of  the  order  of  the  glorious  Christian  priesthood,  common  to 


A    LINK   FROM    AMERICA.  89 

all  of  God's  [dear  children.  So  the  Apostle  Peter  denominated 
the  scattered  tribes  of  Israel  "  a  royal  priesthood ;  an  holy  nation  ; 
a  peculiar  people."  And  this  happy  condition  is  brought  about  by 
the  manifestation  or  development  of  ancient  love  in  the  heart  of 
the  sheep  of  Christ,  and  who  are  thereby  drawn  into  the  gospel 
fold  of  the  true  Shepherd.  Here  they  are  made  one ;  and  by  this 
manifestation  they  are  made  known  to  be  one.  And  as  God  is 
love,  so  this  love  is  a  ruling  principle  in  their  hearts.  It  is  also  a 
standing  rule  in  the  family  of  God  that  if  we  love  Him  who  begat, 
we  love  him  also  that  is  begotten  of  Him.  This  cannot  fail,  where 
the  children  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord  and  Master.  And 
the  union  produced  hereby,  being  a  spiritual  one,  being  produced 
by  the  Father  of  spirits,  the  same  principle  must  of  necessi^ 
actuate  all  the  members,  which  moves  in  the  fountain  Head,  it 
is  not  so  much  seen  in  this  corrupt  age,  in  outward  church  order, 
or  denominational  association,  as  it  is  inwardly  experienced  by 
the  subjects  thereof,  when  this  holy  flame  warms  our  hearts,  making 
our  dear  Lord  more  attractive  in  the  holiness  and  divinity  of  His 
character.  And  is  it  not  indeed  heart-cheering,  spirit-invigorating, 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  heaven-revealed  truth  that  our  Father 
loves  all  His  dear  children  alike,  that  they  are  all  very  near  and 
very  dear  to  Him  ?  And  even  when  in  their  greatest  extremity 
they  feel  as  if  they  were  far  away  from  Him,  He  always  loves 
them  the  same.  He  knew  what  tney  were  in  their  Adam  nature 
before  He  manifested  His  love  to  them.  And  if  their  fall  in  Adam 
did  not  prevent  His  coming  to  bless  them  with  all  spiritual  blessinss 
in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  He  certainly  will  not  hide 
Himself  from  them  afterward,  and  forsake  the  work  of  His  own 
hands.  No,  no  1  He  never  leaves.  Blessed  be  our  covenant  God  I 
He  viewed  them  with  reference  to  Christ  in  eternity,  and  He  blesses 
them  along  this  life's  journey  for  His  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of 
nothing  else.  And,  my  friend,  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  we  do  of  necessity  rejoice  that  we  have  no  personality  but  in 
Christ.  He  is  of  God  all  to  us,  and  He  is  our  all  to  God.  Then, 
again.  He  is  our  dwelling-place  throughout  all  generations.  He  is 
our  building  of  God,  that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens.  I  go  a  step  further,  and  say,  that  just  so  sure  as  we 
are  made  members  of  this  family,  citizens  of  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
salem, just  so  sure  shall  we  observe  the  rule  of  holy  living  in  this 
house.  For  God's,  people  are  an  orderly  people ;  and  the  more 
perfect  they  become  in  their  tuition,  the  more  will  they  honour 
the  Master,  and  esteem  Him  as  the  chief  among  ten  thousand,  the 
one  altogether  lovely.  And  then  you  know  there  need  be  no 
grumbUng  here ;  for  we  have  tjie  best  of  fare  ;  need  be^  careful  for 
nothing,  but  by  prayer  and  supplication,  with  thanksgiving,  make 
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our  requests  known  unto  God.  Then  there  is  another  beauty  in 
this  house:  there  is  no  housework  to  do ;  no  servile  labour  to  per- 
form. True,  there  was  once  something  to  do ;  yea,  more  tnaa 
a  mere  creature  could  perform.  But  our  dear  liord  set  all  to 
rights;  and  when  he  cried  out,  *<it  is  finished.'*  and  bowed  His 
head  and  gave  up  the  Ghost,  tell  me,  ye  who  live  by  day  work, 
what  more  was  there  to  do  ?  Blessed  be  God  for  ^us  Christ ! 
And  not  again,  since  the  heavens  thundered  forth  the  acceptance 
of  the  righteousness  of  the  Son  of  God  for  our  justification  before 
the  throne,  in  the  declaration,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleased,**  will  any  more  be  done.  It  is  no  longer, 
^•Do,  and  live,"  "but  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believeth  on 
Him  who  justifieth  the  ungodly,  his  &ith  is  [accounted  to  him 
for  righteousness*'' 

"  Now  no  mora  His  wrath  we  draad. 
Vengeance  smote  our  Surety's  head : 
Justice  now  demands  no  more, 
He  has  paid  the  dreadful  score-" 

And  what  shall  I  say  more,  since  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  open 
to  all  believers,  and  death  is  destroyed,  and  him  that  had  the 
power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil ;  and  hell  is  non-plussed  ?  Let 
us  go  on,  if  our  Father^s  will,  blessing  and  praising  "  Him  who 
hath  loved  us,  and  washed  us  fi*om  our  sins  in  His  own  blood, 
and  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and.  His  Father.*  There 
is  no  end  to  the  blessing;  there  will  be  no  end  to  the  praise 
and  adoration.     Amen. — Yours  in  true  regard, 

A.  W.  Haring. 

Tappan  Town,  New  York  Staie^ 
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"  Ye  are  complete  iq  Qim. — Coiu  ii.  10. 

WjS  shall  never  fathom  the  depths  contaii^ed  in  this  one  sentence ; 
and  how  precioujsly  does  the  Holy  Ghost  connect  it  with  the  pre- 
ceding passage--*^^^  In  Him  dwelleth  all  the  fqlness  of  the  Godhead 
bodily :  and  ye  ai:e  complete  in  Him."  "We  also  read»  "  He  hath 
put  all  thiugsi  under  His  feet,  and  gave  Him  to  be  the  Head  over 
all  things  tp  the  Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fulness  of  Him 
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who  filleth  all  in'alL"  We  have  no  fulness  without  Christ  our 
Head ;  and  He  is  our  Life :  and  we,  the  Church,  constitute  His 
fulness :  and  if  we  arc  the  members  of  His  body,  of  His  flesh,  and 
of  Hisbones^  we  shall  sing  eternally  around  His  throne,  and  crown 
our  Jesus  Lord  of  alL 

We  cannot  express  one  millionth  part  of  the  blessedness  that 
this  verse  contains;  and  if  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  enable  us  to  realise 
a  little  of  the  glory  in  our  own  souls,  we  shall  sing  one  of  Zion's 
songs,  and  ''long  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ  whicn  is  fiir  better," 
'*  knowing  that  whilst  we  are  at  home  in  the  body,  we  are  absent 
from  the  Lord;*'  but  when  we  can  forget  time->things,  and  lose  sight 
of  ourselves,  we  long  to  wave  the  palra-branch  of  victory  beforo 
Him,  and  adore  Him  eternally  without  any  intermission* 

Will  our  text  apply  to  all  here?  One  thing  we  may  say  is»  if 
you  are  complete,  it  must  be  in  Him ;  for  there  can  be  no  com« 
pleteness  anywhere  else.  If  you  are  accepted,  it  must  be  in  the 
jBeloved;  and  if  you  are  in  living-cHieness  ¥rith  our  glorious  Christ, 
nothing  can  interfere  with  your  eternal  standing.  Speak  of  dig- 
nity, we  are  the  sons  of  God  I 

**  Be  this  my  >mig  through  all  the  road» 
Tliat  bom  I  am,  and  l^m  of  GKmL." 

Talk  of  pedigree,  we  are  sons  of  God,  heirs  of  God,  and  joints 
heirs  with  Jesus  Christ 

**  Hflin  of  God,  joint  Bein  with  Jetiu^ 
Long  en  time  its  race  begnu  : 
To  His  name  eternal  praises^ 
Oh  what  wonders  love  haUi  done! 

One  with  Jesus, 
By  eternal  won  one.** 

No  condemnation  I  No  separation  I  **  Where  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  is,  there  is  liberty,^  freedom  from  bondage  of  every  kind. 
His  dignity.  His  righteousness,  His  glory,  belong  to  the  Church ; 
yea,  the  Holy  Ghost  says,  "  All  are  yours."  He  gives  unto  His 
children  '*  beauty  for  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment 
of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness."  Abraham  said,  "  Behold  now 
I  have  taken  upon  me  to  speak  unto  the  Lord,  which  am  but  dust 
and  ashes."  In  the  vision  of  the  resurrection  of  dry  bones,  which 
Elzekiel  sttw,  the  Lord  said,  "  Prophesy  unto  the  wind,  prophesy, 
and  say  unto  the  wind.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  Come  from  the 
four  winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe  upon  these  slain  that  they^  may 
live :"  and  Jesus,  when  speaking  to  Nicodemus  of  the  necessity  of 
being  bom  again  (from  above),  used  this  simile,  "The  wind 
bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but 
canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth :  so  is  every 
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one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit."  We  also  read,  •^^  The  bones  came 
together,  bone  to  His  bone."  Again.  Our  Lord  says,  ^^  All  my 
bones  shall  say,  Lord,  who  is  like  unto  thee  I"  These  bones  were 
**the  whole  house  of  Israel,"  •*  whose  house  are  we" — ^bone  of  His 
bone,  and  flesh  of  His  flesh;  complete  in  Him;  and  what  the 
Christ  of  God  is,  such  are  we,  in  living  oneness  with  Him. 

How  wonderful  are  His  words — "And  other  sheep  I  have, 
which  are  not  of  this  fold  (that  is,  the  Gentile  Churcti),  them  also 
I  must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear  my  voice :"  as  though  He  had 
said,  They  shall  know  the  exceeding  riches  of  my  grace.  We 
know  that  there  is  a  time  when  the  sheep  do  not  know  the  voice  of 
the  good  Shepherd :  but,  "  Behold,  saith  the  Lord  God,  I,  even  I 
will  both  search  my  sheep,  and  seek  them  out,"  at  the  fixed  fixed 
moment,  at  the  settled  time ;  for  *^  there  is  a  set  time  to  favour 
Zion :"  and  He  did  not  return  to  the  bosom  of  His  Father  until  He 
had  vanquished  all  Zion's  foes.  When  His  voice  is  heard  we  cry 
out,  "  It  is  the  voice  of  my  Beloved." 

How  is  it  that  we  are  brought  to  be  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  realise  the  riches  of  His  grace,  but  because  our  names 
are  enrolled  in  "the  Lamb's  book  of  life" — ^because  we  have  an 
interest  in  Him  ?  "  Ye  believe  not,"  our  Lord  said  to  the  Jews, 
"because  ye  are  not  my  sheep,  as  I  said  unto  you."  "  Yes,"  says 
a  child  of  God,  "but  I  fear  that  1  am  not  one  of  His  sheep ;  for 
I  have  so  many  doubts  and  fears.  Did  I  but  know  my  interest  in 
Christ,  I  feel  that  I  could  bound  into  eternity  and  ^'  sing  more 
sweet,  more  loud,  and  Christ  should  be  my  song."  You  shall  yet 
feast  at  the  Lord's  table ;  for  you  are  His.  You  have  a  right  —a 
portion — a  memorial  in  Jerusalem.  May  the  glorious  Lord  put 
His  hand  the  second  time  upon  your  eyes,  and  give  you  to  see  tnat 
you  are  loved  and  cared  for  by  the  good  Shepherd.  He  hath 
said,  **  I  give  unto  my  sheep  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never 
perish."  This  is  worth  ten  thousand  times  more  than  the  riches  of 
the  Indies.  Had  He  said  that  He  had  given  them  life  for  a 
thousand  years  it  would  have  been  but  as  a  drop  in  the  mighty 
ocean.  Millions  of  years  shall  roll  on,  and  yet  it  will  be  "  eternal 
life."  Some  speak  of  the  possibility  of  falling  from  grace ;  but  He 
says,  •*  I  give  unto  my  sheep  eternal  life ;"  and  if  He  has  given  you 
this  life,  no  old  age  can  wrinkle  your  brow :  for  you  are  now  living 
in  eternal  dignity,  in  eternal  glory.  "  He  that  hveth  and  believeth 
in  me,"  saith  Christ,  "shall  never  die."  How  can  you  perish, 
while  your  precious  Lord  lives  ?  None  shall  pluck  you  out  of  His 
hands  f  What  a  guarantee  for  your  safety  I  Do  you  believe  that 
Christ  is  the  eternal  God  ?  Do  you  believe  that  He  doeth  accord- 
ing to  His  will  in  the  arm^  of  heaven  and  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earthy  that  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  His 
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Church  is  safe  in  His  hand?  None  can  believe  in  the  eternal 
Godhead  of  our  glorious  Christ  but  those  who  are  His  living  chil- 
dren ;  for  ^^  He  is  a  stone  of  stumbling  and  rock  of  offence"  to  the 
natural  professor. 

"  There  shall  be  one  fold  and  one  Shepherd."  We  have  but 
one  Shepherd — Christ;  one  Bishop — Jesns;  and  we  love  the 
broth<*rhood  because  they  are  all  **  complete  in  Him."  Their 
names  are  enrolled  in  the  same  book  ;  they  are  loved  with  the  same 
love ;  and  they  are  redeemed  by  the  same  blood.  Shall  we  know 
each  other  above  ?  Yes,  the  disciples  on  the  mount  of  transfigur- 
ation knew  Moses  and  Elias.  Peter  said,  ^'  Lord,  it  is  good  to  be 
here:  if  thou  wilt,  let  us  make  three  tabernacles;  one  for  thee, 
and  one  for  Moses,  and  one  for  Elias."  It  was  good  to  be  there ; 
for  the  Lord  was  there,  and  they  could  sing  in  blissful  harmony. 
We  read  that  Moses  said  unto  the  Lord,  *'I  beseech  thee,  show 
me  thy  glory^'^  And  the  Lord  said,  '^  Behold,  there  is  a  place  by 
me,  and  thou  shalt  stand  upon  a  rock :  and  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
while  my  glory  passeth  by,  that  I  will  put  thee  in  the  cleft  of  the 
rock."  He  was  thus  pleased  to  preach  to  him  Jesus,  who  magni- 
fied the  law  and  made  it  honourable.  Moses  died  upon  the  mouth 
of  God,  as  it  reads  in  the  original.  His  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  his 
natural  force  abated,  to  show  that  the  law  was  as  piercing  as 
ever — no  alteration  in  its  requirements.  Moses  truly  said,  "  A 
prophet  shall  the- Lord  your  God  raise  up  unto  you,  of  your 
brethren,  like  unto  me."  When  Jesus  appeared  on  the  mount  of 
transfiguration,  it  was  as  though  He  would  say, 

**  All  the  prophecies  centered  in  me :  the  old  covenant  has 
nearly  passed  away,  and  I,  the  new  covenant,  am  come." 

We  believe  that  Moses,  and  the  Old  Testament  saints,  were  just 
as  sinful  in  the  sight  of  God,  in  Adam  the  first,  as  we  are ;  but 
what  a  mercy  it  is  to  have  an  "  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus 
Christ  the  righteous  I'*  We  sin  every  moment :  yes,  and  can  do 
nothing  but  sin,  but  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  clcansetb  from 
all  sin. 

"  Sunk,  as  in  a  shoreless  flood. 
Lost)  as  in  a  Saviour's  blood, 
Zion,  0  how  blest  art  thou, 
Justified  from  all  things  now  !" 

There  never  was  a  time  when  the  Church  was  not  "complete 
in  Him,"  and  there  never  will  be  a  time  when  she  will  be  other- 
wise than  "  complete  in  Him :"  and  although  you  may  fear  and 
tremble,  you  are  at  all  times  loved  and  blessed  in  Him.  "  Oh," 
says  some  poor  child  of  God,  "  could  I  but  know  it,  and  realise  it, 
and  apply  it  to  my  own  soul,  how  should  I  praise  the  name  of  the 
Lord  I     1  see  that  it  is  a  glorious  truth,  but  O  that  the  Lord  would 
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tell  me  that  I  was  interested  in  it  I  I  think  sometimes  the  blessinp; 
is  coming;  but  again  it  recedes,  and  1  fear  that  I  have  neither 
part  nor  Tot  in  the  matter." 

Wait  on ;  for  if  you  have  these  longing  desires  after  a  knowledge 
of  your  interest  in  Christ,  you  shall  realise  it  in  His  own  set  time. 
^<  Wait  on  the  Lord ;  be  of  good  courage,  and  He  shall  strengthen 
thine  heart*  '^  Wait,  I  say,  on  the  Lord."  When  He  puts  a  new 
song  in  your  mouth,  you  will  ^*  sing  unto  her  a  vineyard  of  red 
wine«"  ^'  Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her :  tell  the 
towers  thereof:  mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  consider  her  palaces." 

Were  you  complete  in  yourself,  you  would  not  desire  the  spot- 
less righteousness  of  Him  of  whom  Isaiah  wrote  when  he  said, 
^'  Who  is  this  that  is  glorious  in  His  apparel,  travelling  ia  the  great- 
ness of  His  strength  ?"  However  high  your  sins  may  rise.  His 
blood  rises  higher  still,  and  is  sufficient  to  annihilate  the  whole  of 
them.  All  the  time  that  you  are  seeking  completeness  in  yourself 
you  are  turning  your  back  upon  His  precious  blood;  but  He 
declare^  '^Thou  art  all  fair,  there  is  no  spot  in  thee" — '^ye  are 
complete  in  Him."  Is  He  complete?  So  ^e  we.  Is  the  first- 
fruit  holy  ?  The  lumpis also  holy.  Christ  is  the  wavesheaf  before 
the  throne;  and  '^as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this /world."  If  you  are 
not  as  spotless  and  pure  in  Jehovah's  sight  as  Christ  Himself,  there 
will  be  no  heaven  for  you ;  for  God  will  have  nothing  but  perfection 
of  purity  there.  Child  of  God,  **  ye  are  complete  in  Him."  May 
this  be  your  stronghold ;  for  there  is  nothing  but  imperfection  in 
the  creature ;  but  He  ^^  hath  made  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light  :'*  and, 

''  Afew  more  days  and  we  shall  rise 
To  take  our  portion  in  tbe  skies, 
And  singt  without  a  throbbing  iNreast. 
AU  things  were  order*d  for  the  best. 

A  few  more  rolling  suns,  at  most, 
Will  land  us  on  fair  Canaan*8  coast, 
Where  we  shall  sing  the  song  of  grace, 
And  see  our  glorious  hiding-place." 

"  This  people  (saith  Jehovah)  have  I  formed  for  myself:  they 
shall  show  forth  my  praise."  Do  not  misunderstand  us.  Our 
completeness  is  entirely  in  Christ :  our  righteousnesses  are  but  as 
filthy  rags — loss,  dross — ^but 

*'  With  His  spotless  vesture  on, 
Holy  as  the  Holy  One." 

This  glorious  standing  in  Christ,  and  these  blessed  realities,  belong 
as  much  to  those  of  the  Lord's  children  who  cannot  realise  their 
acceptance  in  the  Beloved,  as  to  those  who  can ;  but  if  the  Lord 
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seal  the  Word  with  power  in  your  heart,  you  will  have  a  blessed 
entrance  into  this  grace  wherein  ye  stand.  You  will  then  long  to 
bid  farewell  to  all  connections  here  below,  and,  a-^  pinioned  on 
Angel's  wings,  to  soar  aloft ;  for  **  in  the  light  of  the  King's  counte- 
nance is  life :  and  His  favour  is  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain.*' 
May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing.     Amen. 

■ 

[Thete  ^^  gleanbgti*'  our  nadwi  will  obtenrei  are  not  coimeeted;  thenfore  n««d  a 
remark  or  two. 

The  lady  who  writes  them  down  at  the  tiae  of  delivery  had  no  inteation  of  allowing 
them  to  pass  from  her  own  immediate  eirele  of  friends;  hut  at  our  request  she  has  consented 
to  lend  OS  the  MSS.  to  transciiba.  We  could  much  wish  that  our  sister  wrote  short-hand 
and  then  we  should  get  them  entire.  As  usual,  when  we  get  one  fiwour  we  want  another* 
Our  object  in  publishing  these  '*  crumbs  "  is  for  the  benefit  of  our  friends  in  the  North, 
who  have  not  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  preached  Word. 

We  woiildt  however,  for  onrselvee  and  oar  friends,  thank  our  tiater  for  her  lahonr  of  love. 
The  Lord  reward  her  in  her  own  soul."^Ep.} 


BLESSED  IN  CHRIST. 


Washed  in  blood,  my  soul  is  pure. 
Blest  in  Christ,  I  mast  endure ; 
Naught  can  reach  ray  standing  there, 
Heir  of  God,  with  Christ  joint  heir. 

What  He  is.  X  am  the  same, 
Free  in  Him  from  every  stain ; 
Pure  aa  angels  round  the  throne, 
Nearer  ftr,  I  am  Hia  bone. 

Close  to  Him  I  am  allied, 
Dwelling  in  His  wounded  side. 
Resting  in  His  arm's  embrace, 
Ghusing  on  His  smiling  face. 

Since  IVe  known  Him,  have  I  heard 
From  His  lips  an  angry  word  ? 
Since  He's  blest  me,  could  I  trace 
Frowns  upon  His  glorious  face. 


No,  indeed.  His  heart  is  love. 
He  delights  to  bless  His  dove, 
Keep  her  cleaving  to  His  side, 
Galling  her  His  spotless  bride. 

Sharing  with  Him  all  His  bliss. 
He  is  mine,  and  I  am  His ; 
Heart  to  heart  we  now  entwine. 
In  His  glory  ever  shine. 

With  Him  now  1  ever  dwell, 
la  Him  fear  not  rage  of  heQ ; 
Foes  around  and  fiends  below» 
Cannot  harm  my  soul  I  know. 

Oh  what  blessings  He  bestows  ! 
How  His  love  towards  me  glows  1 
Bless  and  praise  His  precious  name, 
None  can  quench  that  quenchless  flame. 

A.W. 


A    SERMON. 

Tlie  Seventeenth* 

Preached  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Triggs. 

The  weakest  belieyer  b  as  much  a  believer  as  the  greatest,-  Am 
I  a  beUever  ?  that  is  the  point  to  know.  If  the  Lord  hath  been 
graciously  pleased  to  confirm  my  soul  in  it,  then  it  is  the  work 
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of  God  that  ye  believe.  It  is  as  much  the  work  of  God  whether 
you  are  a  weak  believer  or  a  strong  believer;  weakness  and  strength, 
appacently,  appear  to  be  in  the  believer,  yet  it  is  God's  sole  work 
to  make  a  man  or  woman  a  believer,  you  know ;  and  it  is  most 
blessed  to  be  witnesses  of  it  <^As  many  as  were  ordained  to  eternal 
life  believed."  And  if  we  had  not  been  ordained  unto  eternal  life 
we  should  never  have  believed  in  the  Lord,  to  the  saving  of  our 
souL  And  whatever  your  state,  circumstances,  or  feelings  may  be, 
as  sure  as  you  are  a  believer,  God  cannot  love  you  more,  nor 
will  He  love  you  less.  Nor  is  that  all,  being  thus  singularly 
cut  off,  separated  from  what  we  once  were,  by  being  made  a 
believer,  there  is  an  everlasting  distinction  made,  and  an  un- 
alterable separation  completed,  that  a  believer  can  never  go  back 
into  his  old  state  again ;  it  is  utterly  impossible ;  for  our  Lord 
Jesus  may  as  soon  change,  as  for  a  believer  in  Christ  to  go  back 
into  his  old  position  again.  Now  a  child  of  God  has  always  the 
privilege  to  have  Christ  always  in  view,  whatever  his  need  may  be, 
whatever  he  may  desire,  and  whatever  he  feels  necessary  to  cry 
unto  God  for.  rrayer  only  reaches  the  Father  in  Christ,  and  it 
only  goes  up  to  the  Father  by  Christ,  and  the  answer  only  comes 
to  us  through  Christ  You  that  are  instructed  in  these  dear 
secrets  will  prize  Christ ;  for  you  find  by  daily  experience  there  is 
not  the  slighest  access  to  or  intercourse  with  God  the  Father 
but  in,  by,  and  through  Him,  who  is  our  glorious  Mediator.  A 
knowledge  of  this  will  make  us  sound  Trinitarians,  because  we 
pray  in  the  Spirit,  we  pray  with  the  Spirit,  and  Christ  is  the 
glorious  channel  of  communication  to  offer  up  our  prayers  to  God 
with  much' incense.  Do  mark  down  another  mercy,  which  has 
just  risen  to  the  mind  whilst  you  were  singing  that  sweet  hymn, 
and  you  will  find  it  unspeakably  precious  if  the  Lord  develops  the 
mercy ;  that  at  all  times,  whatever  your  feelings  may  be,  to  rejoice 
you  are  identified  with  Christ,  you  are  always  in  union  with  Christ 
^rhen,  beloved,  on  the  other  hand,  whatever  depths  we  may  be 
called  to  pass  through,  whatever  trials,  exercises,  or  temptations, 
ren  ember  this  simple  truth — well,  my  Christ  is  with  me,  my  Christ 
hath  identified  Himself  with  me ;  not  a  state  or  circumstance  but 
what  He  is  with  me,  my  strong  deliverer,  my  support,  my  help, 
my  helper,  refuge,  high  tower,  foundation,  and  hiding-place ;  and 
He  hath  told  me  again  and  again,  *'  Lo,  I  am  with  you  always, 
even  to  the  end  of  the  world." 

(  To  be  continued.) 

[Our  hte  brother's  sermon  coming  late,  we  had  but  very  little 
space  left.  We  regret  it  5  but  there  will  be  all  the  more  next 
month. — Ed."] 
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A     SERMON. 

The  Seventeenth. 

Preached  bt  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Triogs. 

(  Continued  from  page  90.) 

It  may  be  that  some  of  you  are  in  circumstances  which  greatly 
distress  you,  perplex  and  vex  you,  and  which  cause  you  to  have 
many  sleepless  nights  and  wearisome  days ;  but  it  is  only  for  the 
mind  to  be  led  here,  in  the  midst  of  the  whole  ot  it,  my 
Christ  is  with  me.  He  is  m^  Christ,  I  am  interested  in  all 
He  is,  and  He  is  interested  m  all  I  am;  and  if  there  b  any 
discouragement,  or  any  failure,  it  will  certainly  fall  on  Him, 
and  I  shall  neyer  be  a  loser  in  time  nor  to  all  eternity.  Is  the 
mind  led  out  like  this,  or  are  you  looking  beneath  it,  at  your 
troubles,  trials,  exercises,  and  temptations,  and  saying,  never 
was  any  person  troubled  like  me?  Ah,  beloved,  rejoice  with  me 
in  this  glbricus  mercy,  that  all  our  afflictions  are  the  afflictions 
of  Christ.  This  has  been  very  sweet  to  ms  for  some  time  past, 
that  our  afflictions  are  the  afflictions  of  Christ.  If  you  with  me 
can  view  it  in  this  way,  we  shall  find  a  happiness  in  the  hidden 
man  of  the  heart,  that  nothing  can  touch,  ana  we  shall  be  enabled 
to  say,  "  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done,** 

Now  for  the  text,  ^^  I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of 
the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Je&us." — PhilL  iii.,  14. 

Here  Paul  speaks  of  things  that  the  Church  of  God  in 
all  as^p  shall  be  brought  into  an  acquaintance  with — <'  I  press/* 
But  It  is  much  easier  to  quote  the  words  than  it  is  to  live  in  the 
experience  of  them.  I  have  heard  many  professors  talk  about 
pressing,  but  they  are  generally  pressing  against  the  world,  self^ 
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and  the  devil ;  but  a  believer  presses  "  toward  the  mark."  How  ? 
**  More  than  conquerors  through  Him  that  loved  us." 

Beloved,  I  find  in  tny  decnning  days,  that  the  truths  of  God 
are  more  simple  and  precious;  for  there  was  a  time  when  I  was 
much  taken  up  with  what  is  called  a  pressing  experience ;  but  not 
so  much  now;  fori  love  to  '^  press  toward  the  mark."  And  it 
appears  utterly  impossible  to  go  on  according  to  the  word  in  the 
text,  unless  1  have  that  mark  in  view;  and  unless  that  mark  is  in 
view,  all  the  pressing  is  in  the  flesh;  for  if  it  is  in  the  flesh,  I  am 
pressmg  after  an  uncertainty,  with  a  supposition  that  I  may  attain 
to  heaven  at  last.  But  I  press  toward  the  mark,  being  raised  up 
together  with  Christ,  and  made  to  sit  together  with  Him  in  hea- 
venly places. 

But  I  propose  to  speak  a  little  about  the  ^^  high  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus :"  ana  I  hope  to  be  very  particular  on  this  subject. 
I  do  not  intend  to  set  aside  your  fleshly  feelings ;  for  I  experience 
corruption  as  well  as  you  do;  but  it  hath  no  connexion  with  God's 
**  high  calling,"  for  these  things  are  in  the  flesh ;  but  God's  **  high 
calling  "  of  us  is  **  in  Christ  Jesus."  Do  you  see  the  glorious  dis- 
tinction ?  You  will,  if  you  are  recipients  of  the  "  high  calling  of 
God ;"  for  we  are  called  out  of  darkness,  corruption,  and  bondage, 
into  the  "  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesns." 

Now,  mark  another  mercy.  Although  we  were  called  of  God, 
we  had  no  apprehension  at  first  it  was  the  **  high  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus ;"  for  how  long  did  we  dwell,  according  to  our 
imagination  and  sup{)osition,  in  the  thought  that  we  were  merely 
called  to  make  a  profession ;  but  since  then  we  have  been  brought 
to  discover  by  heart-felt  experience  that  the  calling  of  God  is  to  be 
in  Christ  if  you  will  ponder  these  glorious  mercies  over,  and 
will  mark  down  what  transpires  within  during  the  day,  you  will 
find  everything  in  and  of  yourself  far  beneath  that  spiritual  stand- 
ing in  eternal  life,  which  we  have  by  the  efiectual  '^calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus." 

Then  again,  being  thus  called,  with  God's  high  calling  we 
come  into  union  with  Christ  Jesus,  and  are  in  oneness  with  Christ 
Jesus,  and  always  suitable  for  Him  ;  and  not  only  so,  but  we  live 
and  stand  in  oneness  of  nature,  life  and  spirit,  with  Christ  Jesus. 
Then  we  may  well  take  up  the  language  of  Paul,  **  Nothing  can 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  God."  Where  is  it?  '*  Which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus."  Bear  with  me  a  moment,  it  is  an  unspeakable 
mercy  "to  have  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  the  heart;"  and 
it  is  a  glorious  demonstration  of  God's  love  to  ns  and  for  us ;  but 
how  many  an  hour,  and  day,  and  may  I  not  say,  how  many  a  week 
since  God  called  us,  and  caused  us  to  feci  His  love,  have  we  gone 
on  as  if  we  were  dead,  and  had  nevjer  felt  the  love  of  God  in  the 
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heart!  Well,  is  that  our  rule  to  live  by?  Oh  no;  but  bleas 
God  for  the  mercy,  that  our  rule  of  life  and  walk  is  in  Christ  If 
Christ  is  ours,  and  we  stand  in  Him,  He  then  is  our  all  in  all;  and 
here  it  is,  and  here  only:  We  "  walk  in  peace  and  equity  with  God.** 
Yet  how  little  you  hear  of  these  glorious  truths  in  this  our  day  I 
Many  will  preach  about  their  experience.  I  love  experience  to 
my  very  heart,  but  my  experience  is  not  Christ ;  and  my  experience 
is  not  my  security.  Christ  is  that ;  for  it  is  in  Him  we  dwell ;  in 
Him  we  live,  in  Him  we  are  preserved,  and  in  Him  we  are  kept ; 
who  is  our  everlasting  life,  our  God,  our  glory.  I  cannot  preach 
my  experience  for  Christ ;  nor  can  I  preach  experience  without 
Christ  We  may  have  the  feelings,  and  know  something  of  the 
working  of  the  corruption  of  human  nature :  we  may  feel  the  ful- 
ness of  the  condemnation  there  is  written  down  in  the  law  of  God  I 
we  may  be  terrified  about  hereafters :  we  may  know  all  this,  and 
yet  die  without  being  partakers  of  the  "  high  calling  of  God."  But 
if  we  are  brought  into  an  experimental  knowledge  of  that  truth, 
we  know  no  death  can  touch  it ;  no  sin  can  come  near  it ;  no  devil 
can  reach  it;  no  changes  can  alter  it;  for  we  are  all  one  in  Christ 
I  must  add,  as  the  mind  is  taken  up  with  Christ,  and  you  live  in 
the  knowledge  of  Christ,  what  He  is  to  us  and  hath  done  for  us, 
we  can  well  say  as  David  does  in  Ps.  xL  and  xli. :  ^*  Lord,  thou 
hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all  generations."  What  more  ? 
<^  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High,  shall,** 
not  may,  "  shall  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty." 

O,  my  soul,  my  hearers,  what  a  glorious  and  eternal  mercv  to 
have  an  understanding  of  these  truths,  and  to  be  confirmed  in  them 
by  the  Lord  our  God !  If  I  were  for  a  short  time  to  speak  of 
the  affliction,  and  the  changes  in  feeling  in  my  mind  and  thoughts 
since  I  left  you  this  morning,  why,  beloved,  it  would  fill  you  with 
misery,  and  might  be  calculated  to  raise  mistrust  in  3^ou ;  but 
let  it  be  what  it  may,  take  place  when  it  may,  wave  upon  wave  be 
rolling,  here  is  the  mercy :  "  I  am  my  Beloved's,  and  my  Beloved 
is  mine."  This  calms  the  troubled  breast ;  this  draws  up  the  noble 
mind  above  all  that  is  passing ;  this  endears  a  precious  Christ ;  so 
that  we  rejoice  in  Him  who  hath  said,  "  Where  i  am,  there  ye  may 
be  also.*' 

Let  us,  however,  look  again  to  the  sweet  truth,  the  "high 
calling  of  God."  The  called,  calling,  and  the  caller,  can  never  be 
separated  the  one  from  the  other.  Only  think  about  it:  am  I 
called  of  God?  Yes.  What  is  the  calling?  A  "high  calling." 
Who  called  me  ?  God  Himself.  "  If  I  go  up  to  heaven.  Thou  art 
there,  and  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold,  Thou  art  there.  If  I 
take  the  wings  of  the  morning  and  dwell  in  the  uttermost  part  of 
the  sea,  even  there  shall  Thy  hand  lead  me,  and  Thy  right  hand 
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shall  hold  me.'.'  Yes,  saith  the  Lord,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee, 
nor  forsake  thee."  Yea,  depend  upon  it,  if  you  are  a  little  more 
particular  about  the  words  of  the  Lord,  and  leave  the  words  of 
men  to  pass  by,  and  not  make  your  calculations  on  the  around  of 
creature-feelings,  and  are  more  taken  up  with  what  the  Lord  hath 
wrought  and  done,  the  mind  will  be  blessedly  enriched,,  and  we 
shall  **  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the 
flesh."  When  Paul  was  writing  his  epistle  to  the  Church  at  Rome, 
he  breaks  out  so  sweetly,  by  saying,  ^<  We  know  that  all  things 
w6rk  together  for  good!"  Do  you,  Paul?  O,  yes!  And  why 
do  you  know  it  ?  Oh,  saith  he,  it  is  unto  all  "  them  that  love 
God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  His  purpose."  This 
you  will  find  goes  point  blank  against  the  general  notions  of  men 
u\  our  day ;  for  they  are  trusting  to  luck,  chance,  and  fortune ; 
but  every  one  that  is  called  of  God,  it  is  according  to  His  purpose. 
Ephs«  iii.  1 1 .  Paul  had  been  speaking  of  redemption,  salvation, 
and  acceptance  of  the  Church  of  God,  which  he  saith  is  according 
to  the  eternal  purpose  which  He  purposed  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord.  Then  my  calling  stands  inseparably  united  to  the  eternal 
purpose  of  God  m  Christ  Jesus.  This  realized  in  the  heart,  con- 
strains us  to  love  God,  because  He  first  loved  us.  So  that  what- 
ever takes  place  with  a  child  of  God,  it  is  working  together  for 
good.  Some  of  you  may  have  many  things  that  are  opposing  you, 
which  are  very  trying,  and  they  exercise  you  very  much,  and  you 
wish  that  it  was  otherwise :  you  pray  hard  against  it,  and  the  more 
you  pray,  the  heavier  the  thing  becomes ;  but  at  the  end,  when  the 
set  time  is  come  to  favour  Zion,  you  will  be  ready  to  put  your 
Amen  to  it,  and  bless  God  that  it  has  worked  together  for  your 
good. 

In  looking  into  God's  Bible,  we  read  thus  of  one:  **They 
intended  it  for  evil ;  but  the  Lord  intended  it  for  good."  Having 
learnt  a  little  of  this  mercy,  I  would  just  drop  this  hint,  as  I  sup- 
pose you,  like  me,  have  plenty  of  calumniators.  I  cannot  go  many 
days  without  being  evil  spoken  of;  for  Christ  saith,  **  Ye  shall  be 
hated  of  all  men  for  my  name  sake."  Then  are  we  to  raise  up  any- 
thing against  these  things,  to  try  to  defend  ourselves  or  to  preserve 
our  supposed  reputation  ?  Oh,  no  !  for  this  is  the  privilege  of 
God's  children,  in  all  things,  and  at  all  times,  *^  To  stand  still  and 
see  the  salvation  of  God  with  you :"  and,  remember,  as  we  are 
hedged  about  by  God,  they  cannot  come  near  to  destroy,  and 
should  they  touch  you,  He  hath  said,  "  He  that  toucheth  you, 
toucheth  the  apple  of  His  eye." 

1  hink  of  these  things.  I  would  rather  be  like  Mary,  sit  still  in 
the  houscj  than  take  up  weapons  against  a  supposed  enemy;" 
"  for  if  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  again?  t  us."     I  do  believe  if 
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those  that  are  so  zealous  for  the  truth,  so  pressinf;  in  their  wai^, 
setting  up  many  things  as  a  standard,  if  they  did  but  know  tnis 
secret,  we  should  not  have  that  fighting,  devouring,  evil  speaking, 
back-bitiiig,  and  slandering  there  is  now;  but  it  would  be  as 
Paul  writes  to  the  Church,  "  Each  one  esteeming  others  better 
than  themselves,"  1  have  no  notion  of  professors  hving  contrary 
to  God's  Word ;  for  we  are  told  to  be  *'  careful  for  nothing ;  but 
in  everything,  by  prayer  and  supplication,  with  thanksgiving,  let 
your  request  be  made  known  unto  God."  **  But,"  say  you,  **  1 
nate  them  for  it."  I  bless  God  I  hate  no  man :  I  love  Christ  I 
have  no  hatred  against  any  man;  and,  depend  upon  it,  there  is 
nothing  said  in  God's  Bible,  that  we  should  nate  one  another;  btit 
knowing  that  He  loves  me,  that  quiets  me. 

Well,  then,  we  are  called  according  to  His  purpose :  and  in  the 
30th  verse  we  find,  **  moreover,  whom  He  did  predestinate,  them 
He  also  called."  Then  if  1  am  called  of  God,  I  am  predestinated 
of  God ;  and  I  was  predestinated  of  God  before  I  was  called  of 
God ;  and  being  predestinated  of  God,  I  was  sure  of  being  called. 
God's  predestination  was  not  precious  to  me  before  God  opened 
my  childship,  I  have  given  sad  offence  to  one  whom  I  believe  is 
a  brother,  because  I  said  1  could  not  believe  God  predestinated 
man  to  damnation.  He  almost  quarrelled  with  me ;  but  it  mattered 
not,  it  altered  not  my  belief  of  God's  predestination ;  that  it  had 
nothing  to  do  but  with  God's  own  Church  in  Christ.  What!  hath 
God  delight  in  predestinating  man  to  be  damned,  when  He  saith, 
^*  He  hath  no  pleasure  in  their  death?"  May  God  open  His  mind 
to  you,  that  we  may  live  and  act  accordingly.  "  We  were  pre- 
destinated to  be  conformed  to  the  itnage  of  His  Son."  1  bless  my 
God  it  is  a  peculiar  mercy  to  koow  and  believe;  it  produces 
humility  of  mind,  and 

"  Makes  sov'jeign  mercy  dear  to  me, 
And  JesuB  all  in  all.*' 

And  we  are  predestinated  to  the  adoption  of  children.  This 
is  another  dear  mercy  to  have  an  understanding  of;  for  if  we 
know  it  not,  as  yet  we  are  not  able  to  call  God,  **  Abba,  Father ;" 
but  if  we  have  received  the  adoption  of  children,  we  can  call  God 
Father. 

**Yes/'  say  you,  "when  I  am  comfortable,  I  can  call  Him 
Father." 

My  children  make  no  such  distinction ;  for  whether  they  are 
comfortable  or  in  trouble,  they  call  me  father,  and  I  am  sure,  if 
you  are  in  trouble,  and  one  of  God's  children,  you  can  say  Father. 
Some  persons  would  measure  childship  by  feelings.  That  is  scant 
measure ;  but  my  saying  Father  is  not  a  proof  of  my  childbbip ;  for 
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chilcUhip  and  relationship  are  in  oneness  of  nature,  adopted  into 
the  family  of  God,  and  ^^  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  His 
Son  into  our  hearty,  crying,  Abba,  Father."  Take  notice  of  that. 
It  is  not  left  to  our  own  discretion  to  call  God  Father:  just  look  at 
the  simplicity  of  the  words,  "  He  sends  forth  the  Spirit  of  His  Son 
into  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father ;"  or,  as  it  reads  in  my  old 
.  Bible,  *^  Abba,  dear  Father."  It  is  so  precious,  I  can  call  Him 
so,  and  I  love  to  call  Him  so. 

^  But  have  you  no  doubts  about  it?" 

There  was  a  time  when  I  had,  when  I  was  endeavouring  to  live 
by  my  feelings  and  changes;  when  I  thought  one  day  I. was  a 
child  of  God,  and  another,  a  child  of  some  one  else ;  and  when  I 
thought  it  was  not  all  right,  when  sometimes  I  was  a  little  troubled, 
sad  things  going  on  within,  I  used  to  question  whether  it  was  pos- 
sible God  could  be  my  Father,  or  that  I  could  be  a  child  of  God ; 
but,  blessed  be  God,  our  childship  is  in  union  with  Christ,  and 
we  stand  in  relationship  with  Him,  God's  dear  Son,  in  whom  His 
soul  delighteth.  Moreover,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  He 
also  called.  Now,  if  you  are  called,  your  calling  and  predesti- 
nation are  inseparable.  Predestination  being  the  love  act  of  God, 
it  brings  us  up  into  union  with  the  love  of  God.  Then  who  shall 
separate  us  from  that  love  ?  But  observe,  how  the  apostle  goes 
on:  '*and  whom  He  called,  them  He  also  justified."  You,  there- 
fore, see  whatever  may  be  said  about  justification,  we  have  no 
right  knowledge  of  it,  unless  we  are  effectually  called  of  God. 
There  was  a  time  I  could  argue  about  justification  ;  but  really  did 
not  know  anything  of  its  blessedness  in  my  heart.  Then  why 
did  you  argue  about  it?  Because  I  saw  it  in  God's  Bible,  and  I 
believed  it.  At  that  time  I  was  uncommonly  fond  of  what  they 
call  eternal  justification  ;  that  is,  I  saw  clearly  the  eternal  justifi- 
cation of  the  Church  before  the  fall. 

*'  But  are  you  not  so  zealous  now  ?* 

No ;  for  God  will  maintain  His  own  truth. 

*'  Well,  but  are  you  going  to  give  up  eternal  justification  ?" 

Oh,  no,  that  I  never  can ;  but  look  into  Rom.  iii. ;  and  if  God 
hath  made  you  recipients  of  that  truth,  it  will  make  you  sit  quiet 
at  His  feet,  and  bless  and  praise  Him  to  all  eternity.  How  does 
it  read?  "Being  justifiea  freely  by  His  grace  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Christ  Jesus."  Away  with  your  justification 
in  abstractedness  from  redemption  by  Christ  Jesus.  I  pause  a 
moment,  as  I  know  these  things  are  not  palatable  to  doctrinal 
people,  that  are  living  on  doctrine  in  the  abstract;  but  we  are 
justified  freely  by  His  grace.  I  shall  never  forget  when  my  God 
realized  it  in  my  heart,  through  redemption  that  is  in  Christ 
Jesus:  and  even  when  everything  is  in  an  uproar,  being  justified. 
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1  have  always  <*  peace  with  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord*" 
Nor  is  this  all;  but  I  believe  that  at  all  times,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  God,  in  Heb.  x.  I89  that  being  justified  nom  all 
things,  that  there  is  no  more  sacrifice  for  sin;  and  as  the  Lord 
communicates  the  mercy  to  the  heart,  of  the  redemption  that  is  in 
Christ,  I  shall  never  be  more  justified  to  all  eternity  before  God 
than  I  am  now,  whether  I  live  ten  or  twenty  years  longer.  No- 
thing can  be  added  to  God's  justification ;  and,  blessed  be  God, 
nothing  can  be  taken  fi*om  it 

**  Whom  He  called,  them  He  justified,  and  whom  He  justified, 
them  He  also  glorified."  Sweet  is  the  mercy,  and  blessed  to  be 
led  on  daily  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  of  whom  Isaiah  speaks 
in  the  60th  chapter ;  **  Jehovah  shall  be  thy  everlasting  light,  and 
thy  God  thy  glory.*'  This  is  just  the  position  of  the  called  of  the 
Lord  in  Christ.  *«  Thy  everlasting  light,"  Do  mark  down  another 
mercy  in  connexion  with  this.  I  find  I  cannot  be  too  particular 
on  it  Some  of  jou  may  be  saying,  *'  If  this  be  true,  how  is  it  I 
have  so  much  darkness?"  Now  remember  there  is  no  darkness 
in  Christ,  all  the  darkness  is  in  us.  It  is  said  that  the  moon  is  a 
dark  body,  and  the  Church  is  represented  by  the  moon :  the  moon 
hath  no  light  of  its  own,  it  gets  all  by  communication ;  so  that 
were  the  sun  to  cease  its  light,  there  would  be  no  light  firom  the 
moon :  and  mark  you,  the  moon  has  its  changes,  that  is,  as  it 
appears  to  us ;  ana  it  also  is  the  subject  of  eclipse  now  and  then : 
it  bath  its  waxings  and  wanings  as  we  see  it  from  the  earth ;  but 
there  is  no  change  in  the  moon  since  God  made  it.  The  moon 
hath  traversed  in  its  own  sphere  ever  since  it  was  made,  and  I 
believe  it  is  the  earth  coming  between  the  sun  and  moon  that 
makes  an  eclipse.  Well,  then,  you  may  be  eclipsed,  you  may  feel 
darkness,  you  may  be  the  subject  of  changes,  but  remember  Christ 
the  true  light  now  shineth,  and  He  is  our  everlasting  light.  There 
is  another  thing  I  would  notice,  that  although  the  moon  being 
eclipsed,  and  being  subject  to  what  we  call  changes,  yet  it  never 
unfits  the  moon  for  the  light  of  the  sun.  So  our  feelings  do  not 
unfit  us  for  Christ ;  all  the  experience,  as  the  called  of  the  Lord, 
never  militates  against  us  or  brings  accusation  against  us,  or  brings 
us  into  condemnation  before  God. 
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The  Lord  says — may  He  speak  it  to  the  reader  in  the  jjower  of 
His  Spkit — «  He  shall  deliver  thee  in  six  troubles ;  yea,  in  seven 
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there  shall  no  evil  touch  thee."  This  is  the  faithful  promise  of  a 
performing  God ;  and  there  is  not  a  living  child  upon  the  face  of 
this  earth  who  has  the  least  ground  for  saying  that  in  their  indi- 
vidual case  He  has  not  been  faithful  to  His  Word  during  the  past 
year.     Surely  each  and  all  of  our  readers  can  join  us  in  saying, 

'^  When  trouble,  like  a  gloomy  cloudf 

Has  gathered  thick  and  thundered  loud, 
He  near  my  sonl  has  always  stood» 
His  loving  kindness,  0  how  good  V* 

Troubles  we  may  all  expect,  and  neither  of  us  shall  have  one  too 
many*  or  one  too  heavy.  They  are  all  alloted  us  in  weight  and 
measure  by  a  faithful  covenant  God;  and  He  has  promised  us 
strength  equal  to  oiur  day.  We  often  look  forward  and  fancy  that 
we  can  see  impassable  difficulties  in  our  pathway,  and  shrink  from 
the  future  as  though  we  should  not  be  able  to  bear  up  under  what 
we  can  see  will  be  put  upon  us.  How  often  have  we  proved,  even 
during  the  past  year,  that  our  fears  for  the  future  have  been  void 
of  foundation,  that  there  has  been  no  real  ground  for  fear,  no  real 
cause  to  be  dismayed.  The  Lord  tells  us  to  take  no  thought  for 
the  morrow,  which  He  never  would  have  done  had  there  been  the 
least  occasion  for  it  It  is,  therefore,  very  blessed  to  be  able  to 
commit  all  into  His  hands,  knowing  that  what  Luther  says  is 
nght, 

'*  Who  points  the  clouds  their  course, 
Whom  winds  and  seas  obey, 
He  shall  direct  thy  wanderins  feet. 
He  shall  prepare  thy  way. 

Christ  once  said  unto  His  disciples,  "  When  I  sent  you  out  without 
purse  or  scrip,  lacked  ye  anything  ?  And  they  said,  Nothing, 
Lord."  If  the  same  question  were  put  to  you,  would  not  the  same 
answer  be  elicited?  Would  you  ilot  be  constrained  to  acknow- 
led^  that  not  one  thing  had  failed  of  all  He  had  promised?  We 
feelassured  thb  moment  that  you  would  be  necessitated  to  say, 

'*  I  know  in  all  that  has  befel, 
My  Jesus  has  done  all  things  well." 

Flesh  and  blood  cannot  approve  of  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  is 
pleased  to  lead  His  children ;  but  the  Lord  never  studies  to  please 
our  old  nature.  He  just  carries  out  His  own  purpose  of  love.  He 
ever  seeks  His  own  glory,  and  our  spiritual  welfare ;  and  in  order 
to  accomplish  this  the  old  man  is  dailv  crucified.  We  must  follow 
the  Lord  wherever  He  leads.  If  it  be  in  the  furnace,  there  we 
are  bound  to  go ;  but  no  smell  of  fire  shall  pass  upon  us.  If  it  be 
in  the  lion's  den,  there  also  we  must  of  sheer  necessity  go ;  but 
He  will  send  the  Angel  of  the  everlasting  covenant  ana  shut  the 
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lions'  mouths,  so  that  they  shall  hurt  as  not.  At  all  times  Yfe  are 
safe^  though  often  we  feel  as  though  all  was  going  to  wreck  and 
ruin ;  for  ^'  He  that  keepeth  Israel  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps." 
He  also  says,  "  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it."  Yes,  He  ever  keeps  it. 
Child  of  God,  He  keeps  you.  He  can  just  as  soon  cease  to  exist 
as  to  leave  oflF  caring  for  you.  He  cared  for  you  when  you  cared 
not  for  yourself:  and  you  have  good  cause  to  join  the  poet  in 
saying, 

*'  Deteimined  to  sare,  He  watch*d  o*er  my  path. 
When,  Satan'g  blind  slave,  I  sported  with  death.** 

Why  did  He  not  allow  you  to  pursue  the  downward  course  which 
leads  to  destructon  ?  why  did  He  stop  you  and  put  His  fear  in 
your  heart  ?  Why  did  He  make  you  willing  in  the  day  of  His 
power  ?  Why  are  you  privileged  tojoin  the  Apostle  in  saying  of 
Him — "  Who  lovedf  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me?"  Was  it  be- 
cause you  were  better  than  others  not  alike  favoured?  Was  it 
because  He  saw  that  you  would  be  more  holy  and  devout  than 
others  ?  In  nowise.  Well,  then,  what  was  the  cause  of  all  the 
love  of  His  heart  toward  you  ?  What  was  the  cause  of  paying  so 
great  ajprice  for  your  ransom  as  His  own  blood  ?  Say,  why 
should  He  suffer,  bleed,  and  die  on  your  account?  Can  you  assign 
a  reason  in  yourself?  Are  you  better  than  the  ungodly  sons  and 
daughters  of  Adam  who  perish  in  their  own  corruption?  Are  you 
a  whit  better  than  the  seed  of  the  serpent  that  have  no  more 
interest  in  Christ  than  devils?  In  taking  a  review  of  your  con- 
duct during  the  past  year,  as  a  child  of  Adam  the  first,  have  you 
any  room  to  boast  or  glory  over  the  vilest  apostate  ?  We  think  not. 
Have  you  not  oftener  appeared  more  like  a  devil  than  a  saint  ? 
Have  you  not  exemplified  more  of  the  character  of  the  earthly 
than  the  heavenly  ?  Can  you  boast  of  progressing  in  holiness-r- 
improving  in  santification  ?  Would  your  best  natural  thought  bear 
heaven's  scrutity?  Would  your  most  charitable  action  bear  inves- 
tigation? Has  your  corrupt  fountain  sent  forth  any  sweet  water 
at  all  ?  Has  your  evil  tree  yielded  any  good  fruit?  Has  the  Lord 
ever  found  a  cluster  of  grapes  upon  yonr  fleshly  thorn-bush?  Has 
He  gathered  one  fig  from  your  thistle  of  nature  ?  Can  you  look 
back  with  satisfaction  upon  anything  of  your  own?  We  think 
not.  At  least,  if  you  can,  we  cannot.  Indeed  we  must  join  dear 
Toplady  in  singing, 

**  A  debtor  to  mercy  alone, 
Of  covenant  mercy  I  sing." 

Yes,  it  is  as  another  of  our  poets  expresses  it, 

**  Thy  mercy,  my  God,  is  the  theme  of  my  song." 

In  fact,  we  must  of  real  necessity  say,  with  Paul,  "  In  me ;  that  is. 
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in  my  flesh,  dwelleth  no  good  thing."  And  our  God  is  not  so 
foolisn  as  to  expect  it.  At  least,  the  Lord  says  Himself,  that  men 
do  not  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles ;  and  surely  We 
must  giye  our  God  credit  for  being  quite  as  \vise  as  man.  vVhat 
the  poet  says  is  quite  right: 

•*  When  He  beheld  the  chosen  race 
All  weltering  in  their  gore. 
Terrific  frowns  ne'er  oloth*d  His  facet 
Nor  did  His  vengeance  roar.** 

Is  this  going  too  far  ?  In  no  wise.  Hear  how  beautifully  clear 
the  same  poet  explains  this  blessed  truth — 

'*  He  tnm'd  His  eyes  to  Jesus  then, 
And  in  His  bosom  saw 
His  dear  delights,  the  sons  of  men. 
Complete  without  a  flaw." 

This  is  the  secret,  beloyed ;  and  what  Kent  says  in  one  of  his 
hymns  is  gloriouly  true : 

*'  'Twas  all  of  grace,  from  first  to  last, 
The  deed  was  done,  the  pardon  past*; 
Secure  in  Christ  were  all  its  heirs. 

The  eurte  was  HiSf  Bnd  pardon  theirs.** 

Can  it  be  possible  ?  It  is  blessedly  true.  The  curse  was  Hisj  and 
pardon  ours.  Ohild  of  God,  surely  you  can  say,  "  Wonder,  O  hea- 
vens, and  be  joyful,  O  earth !  for  the  Lord  hath  done  it"  Yes,  His 
own  arm  brought  salvation.  He  trod  the  winepress  alone.  The 
great  Jehovah  said,  "  Let  His  hands  be  sufficient  for  Him  :"  and 
we  know  that  they  were  equal  to  the  work  assigned  Him,  and  we 
can  joyfully  sing,  '*  His  work  is  honorable  and  glorious  I"  We 
^  want  no  better  work  for  the  ground  of  our  hope.  We  wish  not 
to  add  to  perfection.  Christ  has  completed  everything  for  us,  and 
when  He  reveals  the  blessed  reality  in  our  heart  by  His  Spirit,  we 
are  satisfied  with  substance,  and  filled  with  the  blessing  of  the 
Lord.  We  then  deny  ourselves,  in  all  the  works  of  the  flesh ; 
forsake  ourselves,  in  oil  our  creature  performances,  and  are  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  "Jesus  only."  We  have  nothing  to  plead 
before  our  Father  but  Jesus ;  and  we  are  well  assured  that  we  shall 
never  need  another  plea.  "This  is  my  belo^ed  Son,"  saith 
Jehovah,  "  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased*"  It  is  more  than  pleasing 
to  us  at  this  time  to  believe  that  our  covenant  God  and  Father  is 
ten  thousand  times  more  pleased  with  what  our  Lord  has  done 
than  He  was  ever  displeased  with  our  sin.  Our  sin  called  down 
His  curse,  His  blood  more  loudly  called  down  His  blesising. 

'*  Our  sin  awoke  His  Father's  ire. 
His  hlood  destroy'd  etem^  Are.** 
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Cheer  up,  beloved,  all  is  well.  You  have  no  real  cause  to  fear. 
All  is  right  between  you  and  your  God,  whatever  misgivings  you 
may  have.     What  Irons  sings  is  blessedly  right : 

*'  One  with  Cbristt  for  eyer  one  ! 

De'bts  are  paid*  and  work  is  done : 
Grace  and  glory  now  are  given, 
We  are  on  our  way  to  heaveh.* 

'^  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us."  And  He  who  has  helped 
us  to  the  present  moment,  will  not  fail  us  in  the  future.  He  will 
ever  prove  Himself  to  be  without  variableness  or  shadow  of  turn- 
ing; and  though  *^we  believe  not.  He  abideth  faithful;  He  cannot 
deny  Himself.''  And  He  never  denies  His  children  one  thing 
which  shall  be  for  their  good.  Many  things,  the  Lord  refuses  to 
grant  us,  because  He  knows  that  the  possession  of  them  would 
prove  a  real  injury  to  us ;  therefore  it  is  veiy  sweet  and  blessed  to 
remember  that  He  will  supply  all  our  neea.  Our  needs  are  real 
blessings  to  us,  and  why  ?  They  adapt  us  for  the  supply.  Our 
needs  would  not  be  blessings  if  there  was  a  question  about  the 
supply.  But  as  the  supply  is  as  much  fixed  as  the  need,  the  need 
is  a  real  blessing.  Christ  said,  ^^  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteoumess ;  for  they  shall  be  filled."  But  what  shall 
be  said  of  those  who  do  not  hunger  ?  They  have  no  reason  to 
conclude  that  they  are  blessed ;  but  have  just  cause  to  infer  that 
fhey  are  out  of  the  secret  of  His  covenant.  The  Lord  never  gave 
life  without  hunger;  and  He  never  gave  hunger  without  food. 
Hence,  child  of  God,  though  you  feel  that  you  cannot  feed  at  His 
table,  you  cannot  help  hungering  for  the  oread  of  life ;  and  you 
cannot  help  thirsting  for  the  water  of  life:  and  you  know  that 
nothing  but  food  can  satisfy  hunger,  and  nothing  but  drink  will 
slake  thirst.  Well,  then,  although  you  know  it  not,  you  are  already 
blest ;  and  you  have  real  cause  to  praise  the  Lord  for  qujpkening 
you  into  life.  Remember  also  that  the  life  which  you  now  possess 
IS  Christ,  and  He  will  sustain  His  own  life  in  you.  Paul  once  said, 
"  I  live,  and  vet  not  I,  Christ  liveth  in  me.*'  Job  once  said,  "  I  know 
that  my  Redeemer  liveth ;"  and  we  read,  *'  The  Lord  liveth,  and 
blessed  be  my  Rock,  and  let  the  God  of  m^  salvation  be  exalted." 
Thus  they  gloried  in  the  fact  of  the  Lord  hving :  and  while  they 
thought  of  His  living,  the  life-blood  glowed  in  them  as  members  of 
Him  who  lives.  Can  the  Lord  die?  four  life  is  just  as  secure. 
Why  ?    He  is  your  life.     The  poet  says,  and  you  join  him, 

**  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives. 
What  comfort  this  sweet  sentence  gives  !'* 

Hence  our  comfort  flows  from  the  fact  of  knowing  that  He  lives. 
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He  not  only  lives  for  His  Church,  but  lives  in  His  Church. 
What  did  He  say  to  His  disciples  ?  **  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live 
also."  What  did  He  say  to  John  in  the  Isle  of  Patmos  ?  « I  am 
He  that  liveth,  and  was  dead ;  and,  behold,  I  am  alive  for  ever- 
more." He  also  further  says,  "  He  that  eateth  me,  even  he  shall 
live  by  me;"  ''for  my  flesh  is  meet  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink 
indeed."  He  alone  is  the  feast  of  fat  things:  and  those  who  live 
on  Him,  feed  on  royal  dainties,  and  can  say,  "  He  brought  me  into 
the  banquetine  house,  and  His  banner  over  me  was  love."  He  is 
the  house  of  banquet ;  and  He  alone  is  the  Pavilion  above  the 
strife  of  tongues.     And  how  sweetly  the  poet  writes  of  Him : 


"Oh,  sweet  Panlion,  there  I  hide  I 
Blest  refhge,  there  I  flee  ! 
And  shelter  in  thy  bleeding  side 
To  all  eternity. 


Thou  art  my  Gh>d,  nor  earth,  nor  sin» 
Shall  rend  my  sonl  from  diee  ; 

Nor  death,  nor  hell,  shall  interrene 
To  break  the  firm  decree." 


This  is  all  gloriously  tnie ;  and,  beloved,  why  shooM  you  be  so 
anxious  about  the  future  pathway  ?  You  well  know  that  the  lot  is 
cast  into  the  lap;  that  your  times  are  in  the  Hands  of  Him  who  is 
Love ;  that  He  will  see  to  it  that  you  shall  be  continuously  cared 
for;  and  that,  however  dark  and  rough  the  road,  you  shall  be  led 
by  a  right  way  to  a  city  of  habitation.  He  says  in  His  Word — 
may  He  speak  it  in  your  heart — "  Oast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord :" 
and  He  also  says,  *^  Casting  all  your  care  upon  Him  ;  for  He  careth 
for  you."  Yes,  as  much  for  you,  as  though  you  were  the  only 
subject  of  His  care.**  Fret  not  thyself  because  of  evildoers:"  leave 
them  in  the  hand  of  your  God. 


*'  Commit  thou  all  thy  grieis, 
And  ways  into  His  hands, 
To  His  sure  tmth  and  tender  care. 
Who  heaven  and  earth  commands. 


What  profit  canst  thou  gain 

By  selfconsaming  care  ? 
To  Him  commit  thy  cause ;  His  ear 

Attends  the  softest  prayer." 


Yes,  and  what  another  of  our  poets  says  is  blessedly  true-^— 


"  He  hears  the  groans  of  His  elect, 
And  hates  to  put  away.** 


You  cannot  make  one  hair  white  or  black :  you  cannot  alter  His 
all-wise  arrangement:  you  could  not  choose  so  good  a  pathway 
as  the  one  that  you  are  now  walking  in.  Rest  assured  that  all  is 
ordered,  and  well  ordered ;  that  all  is  arranged,  and  wisely  arranged  ; 
that  all  is  fixed,  and  lovingly  fixed. 


**  To  His  Church,  His  joy,  His  treasure, 
Byery  trial  works  for  good : 
They  are  dealt  in  weight  and  measure, 
Yet  how  little  understood — 

Not  in  anger, 
But  from  His  dear  cov'nant  love." 
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The  Lord  give  you  to  believe  it,  beloved,  and  stay  your  anxious 
mind  upon  Himself.     May  you 

"  Roll  all  your  care  on  Israers  God ; 
And  trast  to  Christ's  redeemmf^  blood.'* 

We  must  now  say  farewell,  wishing  you  an  increased  knowledge 
of  Him  who  is  all  your  salvation  and  all  your  desire. 

A.    WlLCOCKSON. 

Kirkby  Place,  Plymouth,  January  3rd,  1867. 
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"  Unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints  is  this  grace  giyen.'* — Eph.  iii.  8. 

Of  all  the  apostles,  there  was  not  one  who  preached  so  blessedly 
and  gloriously  as  did  the  Apostle  Paul,  and  yet,  under  the  tuition 
of  the  Eternal  Spirit,  he  was  contented  to  say  he  was  ^'less  than 
the  least  of  all  saints ;"  nevertheless,  when  writing  to  the  Church 
at  Corinth,  he  says,  "  In  nothing  am  I  behind  the  very  chiefest 
apostles,  though  1  be  nothing;"  and  a^ain  he  writes,  "I  am  the 
least  of  the  apostles^  that  am  not  meet  to  be  called  an  apostle,  be- 
cause I  persecuted  the  Church  of  God.  But  by  the  grace  of  God 
lam  what  I  am."  I  believe  this  is  the  acknowledgment  of  every 
elect  vessel  of  mercy  ;  I  believe  all  the  children  of  God  join  in  this 
declaration,  and  confess  they  are  "  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints." 
They  feel  they  are  not  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
but  the  least  among  the  living  members  of  the  living  Head.  I 
think  this  is  the  sure  effect  of  grace.  It  is  "  not  by  works  of 
righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  according  to  His  mercy  He 
saved  us."  Feeling  his  own  nothingness,  the  child  of  God  can 
sing— 

"  Grace  has  put  me  in  the  num'ber 
Of  the  Saviour's  family  :*' 

and  if  the  Lord  enable  you  to  realise  the  sweetness  of  these  two 
lines,  you  will  sit  and  sing  in  heavenly  places;  you  will  forget 
terrestrial  things,  and  long  to  bask  in  his  immediate  presence  I 

**  Less  than  the  least  of  all  saints."  Noble  expression  !  In  the 
dust  of  self-abasement,  the  apostle  could  say  this,  and  yet  he  could 
glory  that  he  possessed  all  things.     *^  I  have  all  and  abound ;"  and 


110  zion's  witness. 

he  addfi,  **nly  God  shall  supply  all  your  need,  according  to  His 
riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus."  The  Lord  manifested  His  grace 
to  Paul,  because  He  loved  him  with  an  everlasting  love,  and  blessed 
him  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  Christ  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world.     He  was 

"  Saved  in  the  Lord,  for  ever  saved. 
And  in  life's  handle  hound.*' 

And,  had  he  not  been  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  one  Spirit,  he  would 
not  have  been  willing  in  the  day  of  His  power :  had  he  not  been 

"  One  with  Jesns, 
By  eternal  union  one,*' 

the  Lord  would  not  have  made  known  to  him  by  revelation  the 
mystery  of  Christ.  How  many  here  know  experimentally  this 
mystery?  We  cannot  understand  spiritual  realities  but  by  the 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Ohost  **  If  any  man  be  in  Christ  a  new 
creature,  old  thin^  are  passed  away,  behold  all  things  are  become 
new."  The  mere  professor  of  religion  can  read  the  letter  of  God's 
Word,  and  he  can  understand  the  historical  parts,  and  the  narra- 
tives contained  therein,  but  he  cannot  perceive  their  spiritual 
import :  but  all  God's  blood-bought  family,  under  the  teaching  of 
the  eternal  Spirit,  say  unto  Him,  as  did  the  disciples  of  old,  '*  De- 
clare unto  us  this  parable."  It  is  not  enough  to  say — the  Church 
is  blessed,  the  Church  is  saved,  and  not  an  hoof  shall  be  left  behind. 
The  child  of  God  knows  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth — 
the  one  household — is  secure ;  he  knows  this  glorious  host,  which 
no  man  can  number,  shall  shout  '^  Victory  through  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb,"  and  shall  sing  His  high  praises  round  the  throne,  and 
join  together  in  the  song  of  triumph — "  Unto  Him  that  has  loved 
us,*'  &c.  (Rev.  i.  5,  6) ;  but  he  feels  this  knowledge  is  not  sufficient. 
He  wants  to  know  he  is  included  in  that  blessed  number,  and  that, 
b^  and  bye,  he  shall  be  among  that  happy,  glorious  band. 

"And  is  my  nume  enrolI*d1 
Do  Thou  my  soul  assure : 
Am  I  within  that  fold. 

Which  Jesus  keeps  secure  ? 
Then  hold  my  feet  in  Zion's  way. 
Till  Thee  I  meet  in  endless  day." 

Ah  !  this  is  the  language  of  his  heart — the  very  breathing  of  his 
soul.  He  longs  to  know  that  he  is  a  trophy  of  His  grace,  a  jewel  in 
His  crown.  What  profit  would  it  be  to  me  personally  if  I  knew 
every  one  in  this  town  were  saved,  if  I  were  not  assurea  of  my  own 
individual  security.  Like  the  good  king  in  former  days,  I  should 
be  constrained  to  turn  my  face  towards  the  wall,  and  entreat  the 
Lord  to  hear  my  prayer,  and  to  tell  me  that  He  had  delivered  my 
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soul  from  the  pit  of  corruption,  and  had  cast  all  my  sins  behind  His 
back.  There  are  doubtless  many  here  who  know  their  interest  in 
Christ,  and  can  take  up  the  language  of  the  poet,  and  say — 


<*  This  be  mj  song  thro*  all  the  road. 
That  bom  I  am,  and  bom  of  Qod.* 


(He  that  beiieveth  on  the  Son  of  God  hath  the  witness,  in  himself.") 
They  know  they  have  never  purchased  or  merited  this  grace; 
tiey  feel,  with  tne  centurion,  they  are  not  worthy  that  the  Lord 
should  come  under  their  roof;  they  know  the  sand-bank  of  creature- 
merit  must  give  way ;  but  Christ  is  a  sure  foundation — ^a  founda- 
tion that  will  never  give  way,  and  he  who  builds  thereon  may  sing, 


^  On  Christ  the  solid  rock  I  standi 
All  other  ground  is  sinking  sand." 

"Upon  this  rock,**  saith  our  glorious  Lord,'*  will  I  build  my 
church,  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it"  He  did 
not  say  that  Satan  should  not  come  in  like  a  flood,  but  he  shall  not 
prevail.  "  1  the  Jehovah  do  keep  it'^  (the  Church).  His  Church 
IS  no  section  or  party  of  any  visible  Church;  but  this  Church  is 
the  "  Church  of  the  firstborn  which  are  written  in  heaven,*'  and 
He  will  instruct  all  who  are  within  the  pale  of  this  Church,  and  as 
He  is  pleased  to  make  known  His  manifold  wisdom,  as  He  gra- 
ciously opens  up  fold  after  fold,  how  do  His  living  children  stand 
astonished  and  beliold  the  salvation  of  God !  He  (Christ)  is  "  Head 
over  all  things  to  the  Church,  which  is  His  body,  the  fulness  of 
Him  that  filleth  all  in  all."  He  never  had  but  this  one  body,  and 
He  never  will.  It  is  "  One  glorious  Head,  one  body  there,  which 
shall  at  last  one  glory  share."  There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Gentile, 
Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond,  nor  free,  but, "  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ 
Jesus."  '*  God  hath  set  the  members  every  one  of  them  in  the 
body,  as  it  hath  pleased  Him."  He  set  them  there  in  eternity, 
and  **  Ye  are  the  Dody  of  Christ,  and  members  in  particular."  *0 
glorious  truth  I  If  in  Christ  before  time,  you  are  in  Christ  in 
time,  and  you  shall  be  in  Him  throughout  eternal  day ;  and  if  the 
Lord  is  pleased  to  realise  in  your  heart  that  you  are  one  of  His 
members,  you  will  magnify  His  name,  and  smg  praises  to  your 
glorious  King.  "  The  ransomed  of  the  Lord  shall  return,  and  come 
to  Zion  with  songs,  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their  heads ;  they  shall 
obtain  joy  and  gladness,  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away." 

**  Christ  exalted  is  our  song, 
HymnM  by  all  the  blood-bought  throng, 
0  To  His  throne  our  shouts  shall  rise, 

God  with  us  by  sacred  ties." 
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How  secure  is  every  member  of  this  one  Church !  every  sheep  of 
this  fold!  "  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation  I" 

*'  Long  as  the  covenant  shall  endure. 
Made  by  the  Great  Three  One, 
Salyation  U  for  ever  sure 
To  eY*y  blood-bought  son." 

<'  Unto  me  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,  is  this  grace 

S'ven."  Ah,  child  of  God,  can  you  realise  it?  Can  you  say  it,  in 
e  sight  of  a  heart-searching  God  ?  We  love  personal  matters. 
The  Apostle  says,  **  The  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,"  (not  a  creature-faith,  but  His  Kins- 
man-Redeemer's faith — His  beloved  Lord's  faith,)  "who  loved 
me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me."  The  Lord  bestowed  His  grace 
upon  Paul,  he  deserved  it  not,  and  did  we  ?  No  I  We  deserved 
eternal  banishment  from  His  presence,  and  nothing  but  His  pre- 
cious blood  oduld  atone  for  our  sins.  Inestimabfe  blood  I  The 
Holy  Ghost  said  by  Paul,  "  Feed  the  Church  of  God,  which  He 
hath  purchased  witn  His  own  blood."  None  but  the  mighty  God 
could  redeem  His  Church. 

"  In  ties  of  blood,  and  nothing  less. 
We  daim  Thee  as  our  own, 
And  God  th'  eternal  Spirit  bless. 
Who  makes  the  kindred  known.* 

Yes  I  the  child  of  God  can  claim  his  glorious  Lord,  and  say, 
**  This  is  my  Beloved,  and  this  is  my  Friend.  He  is  the  chiefest 
among  ten  thousand;  yea,  He  is  altogether  lovely «"  I  know,  says 
a  living  child  of  God,  that  I  never  merited  His  favour.  I  should 
have  lived  and  died  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  in  the  bond  of 
iniquity — without  hope ;  and  to  hell  I  should  have  gone,  had  it  not 
been  for  His  sovereign  grace,  but,  "  He  brought  me  up  also  out  of 
an  horrible  pit,  out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  set  my  feet  upon  a  rock, 
and  established  my  goings.  And  He  hath  put  a  new  song  in  my 
mouth,  even  praise  unto  our  God." 

<<  Unto  me  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints."  We  know 
many  cavil  at  God's  Word,  and  say,  how  is  it  possible  Paul  could 
be  less  than  the  least?  but  we  understand  the  Apostle  meant  it  by 
comparison.  Our  Lord  said,  "  There  hath  not  risen  a  greater  than 
John  the  Baptist :  notwithstanding  He  that  is  least  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  greater  than  he."  Did  this  imply  that  John  was  not  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  By  no  means.  Jesus  also  said,  '^  He  that  is 
greatest  among  you,  let  him  be  as  the  younger,  and  he  that  is 
chiefest,  as  he  that  doth  serve.  I  am  amongyou  as  He  that  serveth." 
Extremes  meet  in  our  glorious  Christ.  He  was  the  greatest,  and 
yet  the  least  —the  Highest,  and  yet  "  He  humbled  Himself,"  and 
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^^made  Himself  of  no  reputation" — ^the  glorious  Jehovah — King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lord — God  over  all,  blessed  for  evermore,  and 
yet  He  says,  **Our  fathers  trusted  in  Thee:  they  trusted,  and. 

Thou  didst  deliver  them But  I  am  a  worm  and  no  man : 

a  reproach  of  men,  and  despised  of  the  people."  How  wondrous 
it  seeins  that  the  Omnipotent  Jehovah,  tne  Creator  of  all  things, 
should  thus  condescend  and  be  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death 
of  the  erosal  Who,  by  searching,  can  find  out  God?  Who  can 
fathom  the  Almightiness  of  His  power — the  wonders  of  His  love— 
the  riches  of  His  grace !  Our  glorious  Christ  came  down  to  raise 
His  Church  up  from  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  that  she  might  live  in  one 
life  with  Him,  sing  one  song,  and  enjoy  oim  glory.  Oh,  the  exceed- 
ing riches  of  His  grace  I 

'<  Unto  me^  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saipts,  is  this  grace, 
giren*^  We  know  there  was  a  time  when  we  could  not  say  these 
words:  we  were  afraid  to  utter  them,  because  we  had  not  the 
witness  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts,  bearing  witness  that  we  were  the 
children  of  Goa.  Did  we  fear,  because  we  were  not  blessed  in 
Jesus?  No  I  Was  it  because  we  were  not  saved  in  the  Lord? 
No  I  in  no  wise ;  but,  when  the  Holy  Spirit  was  pleased  to  witness 
adoption  in  our  hearts — when  God  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  His  Son 
into  our  hearts,  crying  ^' Abba,  Father,"  we  could  rejoice  that  this 
grace  was  bestowed  upon  us,  and  sing,  ^^  Thou  shalt  guide  me  with 
thy  counsel,  and  afterward  receive  me  to  glory."  Jesus  said  to  one 
in  the  days  of  old,  *<This  dav  is  salvation  come  to  this  house, 
forasmuch  as  he  also  is  a  son  or  Abraham;"  not  after  the  flesh,  but 
in  the  fiuth,  being  bound  up  in  the  same  bundle  of  life,  blessed  in 
the  same  covenant;  and  in  His  own  time,  the  Lord  will  show  unto 
all  His  blood-bought  family  His  covenant ;  He  will  make  known  to 
them  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  mystery,  which  is  ^'  Christ  in 
you,  the  hope  of  glory."  We  know  if  God  is  pleased  to  hide  a  mys- 
tery in  Himself,  we  cannot  unravel  it.  .  He  Himself  must  open  and 
unfold  it  ''I  am"  (saith  Jesus)  *^the  root  and  the  ofiispring  of 
David,  the  bright  and  morning  star."  How  did  the  eyes  ofthe 
wise  men  glisten — how  were  their  hearts  cheered — ^when  they  saw 
the  star  I  It  shone  into  their  hearts,  directing  them  to  Immanuel. 
We  read,  **  When  they  saw  the  star,  they  rejoiced  with  ezceedinff 
great  joy."  It  led  them  to  Jesus,  who  came  down  to  ransom  and 
redeem  His  people.  How  often,  child  of  God,  has  it  gladdened 
your  heart  when,  by  the  Spirit's  teaching,  the  Lord  has  taught  you 
llis  own  truth  I  Ah  I  say  you,  I  long  to  know  that  His  merc^  is 
manifested  to  me :  I  desire  to  know  Him  and  to  know  His  love 
which  passeth  knowledge :  I  long  to  forget  all  things  else,  and  to 
lose  myself  in  this  ocean  of  love ;  but  I  am  tempest-tossed :  ''  I  am 
for  peace,'  but  when  I  speak  they  are  for  war."      Nevertheless, 
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"  Comfort  je,  comfort  ye,  my  people/'  saith  yoqr  God.  •*  Speak  jre 
comfortably  to  Jerugafem,  and  cry  unto  her,  tKat  her  warfare  is 
accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned*"  Let  Him  bnt  qpeak 
HI  the  power  of  His  own  Spirit,  and  say,  "  Peace  he  unto  you," 

irour  pefu^e  will  flow  like  a  river.  If  He  but  drop  His  Word  with 
iving  power,  you  will  be  instantly  carried  above  time  things ;  you 
will  "  tsike  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit  upward;"  for  from  Christ 
is  your  fruit  found. 

The  Apostle  says,  **  Unto  me  is  this  ^ce  given*"  He-  was 
enabled  blessedly  to  trace  all  to  the  fountain.  *'  Every  good  gift, 
and  every  perfect  ^ft,  is  from  above."  It  ia  all  rich,,  free-f^race, 
from  first  to  last.     We  know  it  is 

"  Soy'reign  grace  o*er  sin  abonndiag  ;** 

but  have  you  realised  it?  have  you  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious? 
It  is  "to  whom  coming,"  Are  you  feUowiuff  your  Forerunner? 
Are  you  pressing  toward  Him  through  every  dostacle  ?  His  living 
children  are  bpt  passengers  here,  they  are  passing  through  the 
world,  but  they  do  not^  beloae  to  it.  They  are  strangeiB  and 
sojourners  here  as  all  their  famers  were;  and  if  there ^  were  do 
samts  of  God  on  the  earth,,  it  would  not  stand  one  hour.  But,  say 
you,  are  you  justified  in  ths^t  stalemeht?  Yes%  What  says  tbe. 
Lord,  "  Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth."  K  salt  were  extractea  firom 
everything  on  this  earth,  all  must  go  to  ruin;  for  salt  is  the  hi^nd, 
the  tie,  the  preservation,  I  am  Hot  surprised  that  Paul  dsligiited 
to  dwell  on  the  rich,  free,  discriminating  grace  of  God.  ^  Grace 
plucked  him  as  a  brand  from  the  burning:  Grace  took  his  sins: 
Grace  justified  him  freely. 

**  Grace !  'tis  a  ebanning  sound, 
Harmoafunins  1)0  llio  miw* 

^*  Blessed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful  sound."  If  you  do  not 
know  this  joyfrii  sound,  you  cannot  adopt  this  language;*  but  if 
the  L<»d  has  indeed  spoken  peace  to  your  troubled  conscience,  you 
will  rejoice  that  not  only  has  He  saved  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob, 
and  the  blood-redeemed  host  now  before  the  throne,  but  that  He 
has  rfso  saved  you.  <*  But,"  says  one — under  a  feeling  sense  of  his 
(Am  nothingness  and  unworthmess — ^'^has  He  saved  me?  has  He 
raised  me  up?  and  shall  I  be  with  Him  in  heaven  ere  long?  Gin 
it  be  possible  that  I,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,  ishall 
see  Him  fece  to  face?"  Child  of  God !  why  should  you  doubt  it? 
Why  should  fears  arise  in  your  mind?  If  grace  saved  Saul  of 
Tarsus,  is  it  not  equally  powerful  to  save  you?  True,  we  can 
scarcely  realise  it ;  wnen  we  look  into  ourselves,  we  exclaim,  **  Can 
ever  God  dwell  here  ?"  and  what  must  be  our  only  reply  ? — **  Even 
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8O9  F^her ;  for  so  it  seamed  good  in  Thy  ^ight**  fiaift  He  giTeti 
you  the  earnest  ?  Has  He  eter  ennobled  yoiir  soul  P  It  is  wntten, 
^*  When  tbej  had  nothing  to  pay^  He  frankly  forgave  them  both:** 
and  another  portion  strikes  the  mind,  and  one  we  shall  never 
fathom — '*  Thanks  be  anto  God  for  His  unspeakable  gift.''  The 
men,  which  journeyed  with  the  Apostle,  heard  a  voice,  but  they 
saw  no  man — ^they  did  not  realise  ine  same  pardoning  love*  How 
was  it  Paul  did  ?  Because  he  belonged  to  Christ — beoaufie  he  waa 
a  jewel  in  His  crown — ^because  his  name  was  enrolled  in  the  Lamb's 
book  of  life,  and  the  set  time  to  fisivour  this  elect  vessel  of  mercy 
had  fullv  come.  Some  say — it  is  but  for  you  just  to  believe,  and 
all  is  right«  Ah  I  true  faith  is  not  a  mere  assent  and  consent  to  the 
doctrines  contained  in  the  Scriptures ;  but  we  have  <*  boldness  and 
access  with  confidence  by  the  raith  of  Him,"  and  we  know 

«  He  makes  tin  belSevvt, 
And  giyea  hkn  hif  crown** 

Had  it  not  been  for  God's  free-grace,  Paul  would  have  gone  on 
persecuting  Hi»  saintii ;  for  he  says,  ^  I  verily  thought  with  myself, 
that  I  oi^ht  to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth ;''  but  God  had  eternal  thougnts  of  peace  toward  him, 
and  He  directed  Ananias  to  arise  and  go  into  the  street  called 
Straight^  and  to  enquire  for  him,  for,  saiSi  the  Lord,  **  Behold  he 
prayedi  I"  But  Ananias  answered,  **  Lord,  I  have  heard  by  many 
of  this  man,  how  mtich  evil  heh>ithdone  to  Thy  saints  at  Jerusalem, 
and  how  he  hath  authority  from  llhe  chief  priests  to  bind  all  that 
call  on  Thy  Name.**  How  quickly,  however,  did  the  Lord  remove 
these  disputations  from  his  mind,  by  replying,  ^*  Go  thy  way;  for 
he  is  a  chosen  vessel  unto  me."  Ananias  no  longer  hesitated,  he 
went  his  way,  and  entered  into  the  house,  and  putting  his  hands  on 
him  said,  *<]3rodier  Saul,"  (thus  he  daimed  relationship  with  him) 
*<the  Lord|  even  Jesus,  that  appeared  unto  thee  in  the  wa^  as 
thon  camest,  hath  sent  me,  that  thou  mightest  receive  thy  sight; 
and  be-  filled  wi&  the  Holy  Ghost''  Rich,  sovereign  fiivour !  We 
shall  have  an  eternity  in  which  to  bless  Him  for  His  grace  in 
having  met  us.  lam  constkttined  to  say — ^'  Unto  me,  who  am  less 
than  die  least  of  all  saints,  is  this  grace  given,"  when  I  look  round 
upon  thousands  in  this  waste  howling  wilderness*  who  are  stran^rs 
to  God,  who  are  in  the  gaM  of  bitterness,  in  the  bond  of  iniquny  I 
How  blessed  **to  know  the  love  of  Christ" — to  be  filled  with  all- 
die  fblness  of  God,  which  is  to  be  filled  with  God's  Christ  I  Uow 
grand  and  glorious !  How  simple,  and  yet  how  sublime !  Surely 
this  is  ^*the  manifokl  wisdom  of  Goal"  How  many  here  can 
take  up  this  language  ?  I  know,  if  the  Lord  enable  you  to  adopt  it, 
you  will  acknowledge  you  are  utterly  unworthy  of  His  favour,  and 
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you  will  put  the  crown  on  the  head  of  your  Kinsman- Redeemer, 
and.  ascribe  all  the  glory  to  Him — ^^  To  the  praise  of  the  glory  of 
His  grsice,  wherein  He  hath  made  you  accepted  in  the  Beloved/' 


*'  A  few  more  roDing  sodi  at  mof t» 
Will  Umd  HI  on  fiiir  Ganasn*!  eoaBt, 


Where  we  ehall  mug  the  soi^  of  tpnce, 
And  see  our  glorious  Hiding  Place  1*' 

May  the  Lotd  add  His  blessing.    Amen. 

Tuesday,  KoTemb^  27tfa,  1866. 


THE  KEY  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DAVID. 

Isaiah,  zxil.  22. 

If  we  attend  to  the  literal  meaning  of  the  history  before  us,  we 
shall  see  that  the  prophet  refers  us  to  Eliakim.  This  Eliakim  was. 
one  of  the  chief  treasurers  of  King  Hezekiab,  a  minister  of  the  state, 
and  master  of  the  household.  He  was  one  of  Hezekiah's  ambas- 
sadors that  was  abused  by  Rabshakah,  the  ambassador  of  Senna- 
cherib, king  of  Babylon.  Doubtless,  Eliakim  was  a  type  pf  Christ, 
who  is  the  chief  minister  of  the  Sanctuarvi  the  treasurer  of  the 
church,  havinff  the  care  of  all  her  riches»  is  iaithful  to  hb  trust,  and, 
however  much  abused  by  self-righteous  pharisees,  will  defend-  his 
Father's  household,  and  take  care  of  his  property.  We  shall 
briefljnotiU  f   i^  :f 

1.  The  house  of  David* 

2.  The  key  and  its  use. 

first,  the  house  of  David.  The  word  David  means  beloved, 
pointing  us  at  once  to  Christ,  the  beloved  Son  of  God ;  and  the 
nouse  of  David  here  means  the  Church  pf  Christ,  which  is  a  choice 
dwellins^  desired  above  every  other  habitation,  an  everlasting  rest 
for  Go^and  abuAdantly  blessed  with  the  cl^icest  provision.  The 
nature  of  this  house  is  beautifully  described  by  Solotnon,  who  says, 
''  The  beams  of  our  house  are  cedar,  and  our  raftera  of  &r."  It  is 
a  beautifijl  and  glorious  house ,  it  has  a  golden  foundation,  silver 
^ides,  a  purple  covering,  and  is  paved  with  love  for  the  daughters 
of  Jerusalem.  Ah,  say  God's  fearing  and  trembling  ones,  we 
admire  the  form,  beauty,  and  riches  of  this  house ;  we  love  to  see  it 
and  hear  about  it,  because  of  its  wise  Master  builder;  but  do  we 
belong  to  its  inhabitants  ?  Do  we  form  a  part  of  its  distinguished 
family?  Why,  beloved  brethren,  you  remind  me  of  a  certain 
people  spoken  of  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles:  ^^  And  of  the  rest 
durst  no  man  join  himself  to  them,  but  the  people  magnified  them." 
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You  cannot  help  admiring  Uiq  house ;  it  mes  you  pleasure  to  speak 
of  its  inmates ;  and  you  find  such  a  feelinff  in  your  heart  towards 
them  as  you  have  towards  no  others ;  and  that  you  would  give  a 
world  to  have  a  clear  evidence  you  are  bone  of  their  bone,  and 
flesh  of  their  flesh.  Now,  this  is  absolutelv  one  of  the  marks  of 
those  children ;  for  they  are  a  little  flock,  subject  to  fears^  liable  to 
many  changes,  call  themselves  drv  trees«  and  cannot  believe  but 
what  they  are  separated  from  the  Lord's  people.  Notwithstanding 
all  this,  these  poor  down-cast,  tried  ones,  love  the  brethren,  choose 
the  things  that  are  right,  take  bold  of  God's  covenant,  an^  really 
have  an  everlasting  name  that  shall  not  be  cut  ofi. 

Ah,  says  poor  little  Faith,  but  these  things  do  not  belong  to  me, 
I  am  not  satisfied  that  I  have  a  real  work  of  grace  in  my  heart  I 
cannot  say  1  have  those  evidences  I  want :  how  little  do  I  know  and 
feel  of  the  piercings  and  terrors  ^f  a  righteous  and  holy  law  !  And 
what  do  I  know  of  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God  ?  Since 
I  first  professed  to  believe  in  Jesus,  and  thought  my  sins  might  be 
forgiven,  and  I  might  be  justified  through  grace,  alas,  how  dark, 
hard-hearted,  and  barren,  have  1  been  I  How  worldly-minded  I 
And  O  how  dull  and  stupid  concerning  the  greatest  and  best  things* 
What  are  my  prayejrs,  oesires  and  thouahts  ?  And  what  are  my 
ends  and  motives  m  all  I  say  and  do?  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to 
search  me,  and  neither  let  me  deceive  myself  nor  others. 

Oh,  my  fiiend,  Pavid  knows  all  about  us,  what  kind  of  house 
he  owns,  and  what  is  the  state  and  condition  of  all  his  children. 
He  knows  they  are  crooked  and  perverse,-  stubborn  and  self-willed, 
and  that  they  are  more  liable  to  do  evil  than  good.  Hear  his 
Complaint,  **  Although  my  house  be  not  so  with  God ;  yet  He  hath 
made  with  me  an  everlasting  covenant,  ordered  in  all  thiogs,  and 
sure ;  for  this  is  all  my  salvation  and  all  my  desire,  although  He 
make  it  not  to  grow.'* 

Sndly.  We  shall  now  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  key  of  this 
house,  and  its  use.    Permit  me  to  remind  you  of  the  fact  that  the 


key  of  David's  house  does  not  belong 
house  ol  Pharaoh,  nor  Caleb's  house,  nor  Said's  house,  nor  Joab's 
house.  The  church  is  God's  house ;  the  Master  of  that  house  is 
Christ,  and  He  has  a  key,  a  certain  key,  belonging  to  this  house, 
fitted  to  every  door  of  it,  and  will  readily  unlock  every  door  when 
applied.  The  key,  uiind  vou,  cannot  unlock  the  door  of  itself;  no, 
it  must  have  an  agent  I  know  my  heart  was  locked  and  barred 
against  holy  things ;  I  know  what  key  opened  it ;  and  I  know  also 
who  used  this  key.  The  key  is  the  Word  of  life;  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  the  divine  agent,  who  makes  use  of  this  key  to  unlock  the 
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doors  of  flM  thoBO  who  ootnpdts^  tihe  hoosebold  of  D^vid  With  this 
key  th^  H<>ly  9jMl  ublocked  the  doons  of  three  thousand  hearts  all 
at  one  time.  The  momeht  they  key  tths  thrust  into  the  lock, 
there  Wfts  a  'eredcing  noise  heaM  iil  tne  owning  of  the  doors,  and 
Hm  BMlid  ^ds  this:  ^Men  and  brethren,  what  shall  we  do?** 
Yoa  kno^r  abo  the  creaking  noise  diat  was  heard  when  the  Holy 
Ghost  pat  in  His  key  and  unlocked  th^  door  of  the  jailor's  heart : 
^  Sim,  wliat  most  I  do  to  be  toved?^  And  when  the  heart  of  the 
pQldioatf  mm  unloeked,  he  cried  out,  saying,  ''  Ood,  be  merciful 
iinto  ine  n  siifinen''  NoW|  if  the  Holy  Spirit  has  opened  the  door 
intojjroor  soul«  you  know  what  it  is  to  hope  in  G<kI,  long  for  the 
Sphit^  teachings  the  oondolktibn  of  the  gospet,  and  communion 
with  your  God. 

Again,  the  Lord  Jesus  also,  being  Master  of  the  household,  has 
the  key,  atid  knoW^  when  and  how  to  ns6  it  He  opens  eye^oor, 
etr^door,  ttnd  month-door ;  and  when  He  opensj  none  can  shut ; 
ttdwhen  He  tfhuts^  none  can  open.  Ouir  Lord  Jesus  has  the  key 
G^  die  Hdhr  Scfriptutes,  and  can  open  them  when  He  pleases,  and 
to  whomHib  pleases.  When  He  opens  the  Scriptuiies  to  His  saints^ 
flhid  l^6fi^^ies  their  souls  by  this  means,  they  know  who  is  the  agent^ 
And  what  is  the  key  He  mak^  use  of,  and  they  say,  ^  Did  not  our 
heart  bum  within  us,  while  He  talked  with  us  by  the  way,  and 
while  He  opened  to  ns  the  Scriptures?^  Christ,  then,  has  a  Bible- 
key  to  open  its  sacred  mysteries ;  He  has  also  the  church-Jtey  to  fix 
ordinances,  bestow  gifts,  .and  grant  blessings.  Christ  has  aiso  the 
key  of  heay^n  to  opeh  a  way  into  that  by  His  blood  and  righteods- 
fiess ;  and  He  has  also  the  key  of  hell,  to  open  the  door  of  the 
pit,  and  put  in  those  whose  names  are  not  in  the  book  of  life,  but 
who  worship  the  beast,  and  bear  his  mark  in'  'their  foreheads. 
Hear  the  words  of  the  great  God  and  our  Sayiour  Jesu6  Christy 
^'  I  am  He  that  liyeth  and  was  dead,  and  behold,  I  am  aliye  for 
evermore,  and  haye  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.'* 

B.  Tayloiu 

Palham  8t  Huy,  Janiiary  Srd,  18S7* 


A  CHILD  m  THE  FAltH. 

Mt  dbar  BitoTnEii«*^  haye  not  been  able  to  do  anything  since 
Wednesday  last  On  Friday  by  appointment  Miss  >—**^<^alled« 
and  I  went  with  her  to  hear  Mr.  ^«-^;  but  tfaeimense  weariness 
ttnder  which  I  laboured,  tooetber  with  the  heat  pf  the  place,  caused 
me  6ome  fear  lest  I  should  be  taken  ill;  for,  in  truths  I  ought  not 
to  haye  left  my  room.  Howeyer,  the  Lord  was^  as  He  eyer  i?, 
better  to  me  thaa  ail  my  feaia. 


A  CHILD  IN  THB  FAITH.  119 

Wine  and  wheat  were  tempt^ly  pl^ood  on  tbe  tajblei  but  aa  I 
could  not  feelingly  realise  the  aweet  and  enlivening  preeenoe  of 
the  Master,  I  coafd  neither  eat  nor  drink;  and»  therefore^  came 
away  much  cast  down ;  but  what  a  mercy !  not  destroy^  Qbi  90 1 
my  Jesus  lives ;  and  He  has  l^ving^  told  me.  thaA  beoanse  He  live% 
I  shall  live  also*  ... 

It  seems  to  me  strange  th^t  Miss  — -^-«  should  SAPgle  me  out  for 
a  companion.  I  feel  very  unfit,  and  fear  lest  I  should  not  be  aa 
gentle  with  the  timid  little  oae  as  you,  my  d^ar  ftOher,  ejrer  wave 
with  me. 

If  I  make  a  remark  about  her  dqubts  and  fears,  she  at  on«e 
exclaims,  '<  Ah,  yes  \  but  you  have  been  so  blessed  T  I  do  believe 
that  many  with  whom  I  con^  in  contact  think  that  I  am  alwaya 
on  the  mount;  but,  O.  how  mistaken!  £vcn  whilst  they  are 
talking  with  met,  it  may  be»  that  I,  am  ca^t  down,  wretched  md 
miserable,  walking  in  darkness,  doing  business  in  deep  waterSf  and 
inwardly  cryinff-r-^*  Oh  that  xt.w^re  with  me  as  in  daya.floue.by  I** 
But  though  sudbi  be  my  experience,  I  keep  it  to  myself;  Ki^  I  have; 
no  pleasure  in  speaking  of  self;  but  do  Qarn^stlv  deaire  that.  I  mar 
have  a  single  eye  for  a  single  object,  and  a  single  heart  for.a  ain^fe. 
subject;  and  know  noting  among  men  but  Jesus  Ghriat  and  Him 
crucified. 

Yesterdav  morning  I  oould  not  get  out ;  but  feeling  somewhat 

better  in  the  evening,  I  vvent  and  heard  Mr.  preach*     He 

preached  firom  Jer.  xxxL  12.  He  seems  very  fond  of  a  long  text. 
\Vhy,  there  seemed  to  my  mind  enough  in  the  three  words — ^^  they 
shall  come,**  to  preach  firom  for  hours  together ;  and  even  then  I 
do  believe  that  there  would  have  been  the  twelve  baskets  of  frag- 
ments left  to  gather  up  firom  so  riorious  a  ^'  shall''  of  our  covenant 
Ood.  <<They  shall  come;**  for  I  have  redeemed  Jacob,  and 
ransomed  him  firom  the  band  that  was  stronger  than  he. 

•<  Tia  Jem's  Uo^  which  makM  HU  Chnicli 
From  spot  and  blemish  free ; 
And.  O,  du  riehas  of  His  grace  I 
He  poured  it  oat  for  me. 


M 


I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  are  still  sailing  on  life's  tempestuous 
main,  breasting  unflinchingly  wind  and  tide,  fearing  neither  the 
fiiry  of  the  one,  nor  the  lashing  of  the  other,  relying  simply  on  the 
9  strength  of  your  Anchor,  which,  blessed  be  Ood,  will  never  fail 
you,  nor  the  frail  child  who  pens  these  few  lines.  Here,  beloved 
friendf  thy  little  one  rests, 

"  Nor  would  I  change  my  hiest  estate 
Por  all  the  world  calls  good  or  great" 

I  have  proved,  and  am  daily  proving,  the  strength  of  my  Anchor ; 
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for  it  is  ciist  withiil  the  veil,  sure  and  steadlast  Often  in  feeling 
I  am  driven  against  quicksands,  which,  but  for  mj  anchor,  would 
impede  mj  coiurse.  Though  the  adverse  winds  of  trouble  and 
dismay  dnve  me  to  and  fro,  yet  hope — a  good    hope   through 

gace — ^bears  me  up  and  carries  me  tnrough.     ^  Thanks  be  unto 
od  for  His  unspeakable  gift  I" 

I  know  not  why  1  am  writing.  That  I  must  leave,  I  think  I 
need  not  say  that  a  line  will  always  be  acceptable.  But  even 
that  I  leave  with  Him  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of 
His  own  will.  Oh,  it  is  very  sweet  to  know  that  you  cannot  forget 
me — cannot  put  me  on  a  shelf  and  say,  **  Lie  there  till  I  want 
you."  No,  no;  but  in  the  arms  of  faitli  you  must  bear  m^  before 
the  throne  of  grace,  and  there  plead  that  the  seed  pown  under 
your  instrumentality  may  take  deep  root  downward,  and  bear  fruit 
upward,  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace  who  hath  made  me 
accepted  in  the  Beloved. 

Mrs. is  still  on  the  bed  of  affliction.     I  am  too  weary  now 

to  tell  you  my  thoughts  and  feelings  respecting  her ;  and  perhaps 
it  is  better  not.  She  often  speaks  of  you  with  Christian  love  and 
affection,  and  never  seems  tired  of  speaking  of  the  way  that  the 
Lord  led  her  to  ^^  Beulah  "^  Chapel  the  first  time  you  ever  preached 
there.     Your  text  was,  '*  And  such  wiere  some  of  you.** 

Wishing  you  every  covenant  blessing,  believe  me,  as  ever,  your . 
affectionate  little  one,  BscLuisB. 


BLISSFUL  ANTICIPATIONS. 


When  nations  wreck*d  and  ruin'd  finll, 
J«suB  shall  be  my  all  in  all : 
In  Him  111  stand,  feel  no  dismajj 
Though  rocks  and  mountains  melt  away. 

Fair  in  His  righteousness  will  stand, 
On  Canaan*s  shore,  that  glorious  land. 
Above  the  reach  of  all  my  foes, 
Where  milk  and  honey  freely  flows. ' 

Where  minds  eternal  will  expand, 
Keoeiving  knowledge  from  His  hand  : 
-  That  1  may  know  Him,  still  'twill  be, 
Whilst  lost  in  loye*s  unfathom'd  sea. 

ThoQghts  upon  thoughts  will  fill  the  soul, 
Keep  rolling  in,  jet  not  the  whole ; 
Eternity  would  mil  to  prove 
The  vast  immensity  of  love. 


A  taste  we  have  while  in  the  vale. 
But  there,  the  breath  that  we  inhale, 
Will  all  be  love,  and  nought  beside. 
Streaming  thro'  Jesus'  pierced  side. 

*  Acts  XX.  28. 


Yea,  thro*  this  highway  all  have  trod, 
Being  wash'd  in  blood,  the  blood  of  Qod  */ 
For  ever  clean,  nought  can  de&ce 
The  beauty  of  the  ransom'd  race. 

There  Jesus  will  upon  His  throne 
Have  His  fiur  bride.  His  ?ery  bone. 
To  share  a  heaven's  eternal  store. 
Containing  all,  can  have  no  more. 

Yea,  her  immensity  of  bliss 
Is  He  is  mine,  and  I  am  His; 
For  ever  one,  nought  can  untie. 
Nor  can  eternal  life  ere  die. 

No  time  to  live  In  glory,  nay  i 
*Tis  time  that  keeps  me  now  away ; 
Haste  on  fair  time  and  run  your  race, 
That  keeps  me  from  my  Lord's  embrace. 


0,  glorious  Church,  0,  lovely  bride ! 
And  much  more  lovely  love  that  tied 
The  knot  that  cannot  be  undone, 
Which  made  thecharch  and  Christ  but  one. 

A.  W. 
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A     SERMON. 

The  Seventeenth, 

Preached  bt  the  late  Mb.  Abthub  Tbiggb. 

f  Condudedfiom  our  huLJ 

Well,  then,  as  the  Lord  leads  us  to  think  over  our  high  calling, 
and  the  exceeding  riches  of  God's  srace  manifested,  let  me  be  in 
the  dark  or  let  me  be  sweetly  enjoymg  the  light ;  let  me  be  doing 
business  in  deep  waters,  or  on  the  mount  of  enjoyment,  it  is  all 
one,  *<  Christ  is  mine  and  I  am  His.''  O,  beloved,  it  is  sweet'  to 
be  looking  forth  to  the  prospect  of  soon  passing  fix>m  all  things 
terrene,  to  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord ;  for  we  uve  in  the  sweet 
assurance  of  the  faithfulness  of  God,  that  nothing  can  pluck  us  out 
of  His  hand.  I  would  just  add,  that  no  one  hs3i  any  nand  in  the 
calling  of  a  sinner  but  God  Himself;  for  He  always  quickens  a 
sinner  before  he  ever  hears  God's  voice  in  His  calling.  And  there 
is  a  very  blessed  expression  which  God  speaks  to  His  children 
after  they  are  quickened. 

"What  is  it  r 

*' Forget,  or  forsake,  also  thy  father's  house,  and  thine  own 
people."  What  more  ?  2  Cor,  vL  :  "  Come  out  from  among 
them,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing."  And  to  show  you  the 
difference  there  is  between  God's  calling  and  those  that  are  called 
by  man,  that  I  have  known  many  called  into  a  profession,  and 
many  that  have  received  sentiments,  and  that  have  appeared  verv 
zealous  for  the  letter  of  the  Word,  «nd  I  have  seen  them  go  back 
and  walk  no  more  with  God's  people ;  but  this  was  not  pleasant  to 
me,  and  many  sleepless  nights  have  I  had  from  such  professors ; 
from  Satan  tempting,  and  saying,  there  you  are,  what  you  profess 
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will  not  last  much  longer,  you  will  be  like  them,  you  will  turn  your 
back  on  God's  truth,  and  you  will  live  and  die  a  hypocrite ;  but 
my  God  has  kept  me  to  the  present  moment,  and  He  shall  never 
hear  the  last  of  it ;  and  He  ooth  so  endear  Himself  from  a  know- 
lege  of  the  truth,  that  we  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God :  and  if  I 
had  not  been  kept  by  God,  ever  since  I  have  known  His  love,  I 
should  have  run  away  from  Him  scores  of  times:  tod  if  the  Lord 
had  not  power  over  all  flesh,  and  even  over  this  tongue  of  mine,  I 
should  have  blasphemed  His  holy  name. 


"  SeT'reigD  gmoe  o'er  sin  aboundinff 
BanBom'd  bouIb  the  tidings  swdl. 


Are  you  witnesses  of  the  mystery  of  iniquity  within?  If  you  are 
you  will  bless  God  that  He  keeps  you  night  and  day. 

We  now  come  to  the  first  part  of  the  text :  **  I  press  toward.** 
"  Well,"  say  you,  **  I  suppose  mis  is  something  like  the  dear  woman 
that  pressed  through  the  crowd,  to  touch  the  hem  of  the  garment 
of  Jesus." 

<<  Was  there  sudb  a  creature  as  that,  and  did  she  do  as  you  say  ? 
I  do  not  find  any  one  is  mentioned  in  God's  Word  doing  according 
to  your  statement." 

*^  What,  did  she  not  press  through  the  crowd?" 

1  never  read  she  did. 

^*  WeU,  that  is  strange ;  I  always  read  it  so.* 

Read  it  again ;  you  will  find  it  in  Matt  ix.  and  Mark  v. 

<^  But  I  thbught  she  pressed  through  the  crowd." 

There  is  not  the  woitl  crowd  in  all  God's  Bible* 

«  Well,  really,  I  shall  look  at  it." 

So  do  ^  don't  believe  what  I  say. 

*'  But  how  did  she  get  to  Him?" 

^^  She  caiPote  in  the  press  behind,  ftnd  touched  His  garment,  and 
the  fountain  of  her  blood  was  dried  up."  ^  And  Jesus  turned  Him- 
self about  in  the  press."  Jesus  was  in  the  press,  and  the  dear 
wqman  was  behind  Him,  she  touched;  the  press  inclosed  Him, 
but  could  not  keep  her  from  Him ;  but  she  did  not  piess  through 
the. crowd.  I  have  heard  many  nice,  and  what  they  called  expe- 
rimental discourses  about  Dressing  through  the  crowd.  But  let  us 
come  to  God's  Book  of  Words  and  meanings.  He  turned  about 
in  the  press,  and  He  said,  who  touched  me?  ^<  Why,"  saith  the 
discijdes,  '^the  multitude  throng  thee,  and  sayest  thou.  Who 
touched  me?"  But  Jesus  knew.dtat  virtue  had  gone  out  of  Him, 
Now,  do  you  know  anything  of  this  sweet  contact  with  Jesus,  this 
precious  mmiliarity  ?  The  issue  of  blood  was  dried  up,  and  she 
rwas  made  whole.  I  have  not  a  doubt  some  of  you  will  quarrel 
with  the  parson>  because  he  will  not  let  you  have  these  things  of 
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pressing  through  the  crowd,  but  he  will  tell  you  the  trath|  and 
freely  say,  let  creature  and  creature  actions  sink,  and  let  the  God 
of  my  salvation  be  exalted.  I  do  love  to  be  particular  with  Godls 
Word ;  but  here  is  an  apparent  analogy  between  the  expression  of 
Paul  and  what  is  said  of  the  woman ;  for  the  expression  of  Paul 
carries  out  this  idea  of  health*  activity,  strength,  earnestness,  and 
intensity  of  desire,  that  nothine  could  prevent  his  obtaining  the 
object  in  view,  *^  I  press  toward  tie  mark.''  Perhaps  some  ipay 
be  ready  to  say» 

'*  Then,  according  to  your  account,  there  is  no  war&re** 

I  don't  mean  anything  of  the  kind. 

**  But  are  we  to  believe  there  is  no  let  or  hindrance  in  the  way  P 

I  am  ready  to  believe  that ;  for  the  Lord  suth,  <<  Thou  shiJt  not 
go  out  in  haste,  nor  by  flight ;  the  Lord  shall  go  before  thee,  and 
me  God  of  Israel  shall  be  thy  re-reward."  But  if  we  lose  sight  of 
Christ,  heins  our  forerunner,  in  every  state  and  circumstance, 
then  we  sbaU  be  making  calculations  concerning  the  flesh  and  the 
devi^  and  think  them  so  formidable,  as  to  say  with  Davidi  "  I  shall 
fall  pne  day  by  the  hand  of  SauL" 

But  observe  the  nature  of  the  expressioun  ''  I  press*"  That  is  a 
continual  action:  it  is  not  said,  I  will  press,  t  have  pressed,  or  I 
intend  to  press ;  but  it  is  always  in  the  present  tense,  Ipress.  This 
also  demonstrates  the  unalterable  continuatioQ  of  that  living  action^ 
in  pressing  toward  the  mark. 

•*  Well,"  say  you,  "I  do  wish  you  would  talk  to  us  about  our 
exercises:  I  tnink  an  experimental  subject  ought  to  be  preached 
from  that  texf 

I  do  not  doubt  some  of  you  would  be  uncommonly  glad  if  I 
were  to  tell  you  some  pretty  stories  about  the  devil,  what  he  tempts 
you  with,  and  what  he  brings  up  to  your  mind,  and  you  would  say 
what  a  gospel  sermon ;  and  not  a  bit  of  gospel  in  it.  It  would  be 
the  truth ;  but  there  is  no  gospel  in  connection  with  the  devil ; 
and  I  am  sure  the  acts  of  the  devil  are  not  consonant  with  the 
truths  of  God.  As  creatures  we  know  something  of  him ;  and, 
bless  God,  we  are  not  ignorant  of  his  devices ;  but  he  will  never 
have  power  or  dominion  over  us.  Be  particular*  you  may  attempt 
to  correct  me;  but  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  devjl  to  retard  the 
steps  of  God's  children,  while  they  pre&s  toward  the  mark.  Some 
may  be  ready  to  say, 

*<  I  cannot  agree  with  it." 

I  cannot  make  you;  but  I  have  had  thirty  years'  experience, 
and  I  speak  what  I  know  by  the  demonstration  of  God  the  Eternal 
Spirit  Satan  hath  tried  to  hinder  me  many  times,  and  hath  tried 
to  turn  me  back ;  but  he  never  could  prevail :  aUhough  at  one  time 
he  almost  did  prevail ;  and  that  was,  when  this  hand  was  about  to 
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take  my  life ;  but  he  could  not  prevail ;  almost,  but  not  altogether ; 
blessed  be  my  God.  Oh,  how  many  a  wild  goose  chaise  has  he  led 
you,  according  to  your  apprehension;  and  hath  told  you  after- 
wards you  were  the  biggest  fool  in  existence.  But  he  never  turned 
you  back  from  pressing  toward  your  eternal  habitation.  Only 
hear:  **He  led  them  about;  He  instructed  them;  He  kept  them 
as  the  apple  of  His  eye."  He  called  Abraham,  and  he  went  for 
the  land  of  Canaan,  and  into  the  land  of  Canaan  he  came. 

Just  pause  and  ponder  over  these  glorious  and  straight  forward 
mercies.     Saith  Jeremiah  in  his  10th  chapter,  "O  Lord,  I  know 
that  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  himself."     That  I  have  found  to  le 
true.     What  is  the  meaning?     "A  good  man's  step  are  ordered 
of  the  Lord."     Now  do  not  put  it  down  to  the  devil.    Although  it 
appears  a  zig-zag  sort  of  a  way  that  God  led  His  children  about, 
yet  it  was  a  right  way.     Step  by  step  must  be  taken  to  the  city  of 
habitation.     How  tranquil  this  keeps  the  mind  of  a  child  of  God, 
who  is  a  living  witness  of  this  eternal  truth ;  and  what  happiness  it 
raises  in  the  mind  to  be  daily  living  in  a  sweet  dependance  on  the 
Lord  for  all  things,  who  hath  numbered  the  very  hairs  of  our  head. 
Well,  then,  amicSt  all  this,  Paul  had  "  a  thorn  in  the  flesh,  and  the 
messenger  Satan  sent  to  buffet  him ;"  but  neither  that  nor  the 
'*  wind  liuroclydon"  could  keep  Paul  back  from  seeing  Rome;  for 
he  had  said,  **I  must  see  Rome  also."     <*  Yes,"  saith  God,  **and 
you  must  he  brought  before  Caesar."     Some  have  blamed  Paul  for 
doing  as  he  did.     But,  really,  I  cannot  find  fault,  because  all  bis 
goings  were  ordered  of  the  Lord ;  and  although  he  was  kept  bound 
under  Felix  for  two  years,  yet  God  had  fixed  the  time,  that  he 
should  preach  salvation  that  should  be  rejected  of  the  Jews,  and 
that  should  be  turned  over  to  you  and  1  poor  Gentiles.     **  He 
abode  two  full  years  in  his  own  hired  house,  preaching  the  king- 
dom of  God,  and   teaching   those  things   which  concern  Jesus 
Christ*"     Did  you  ever   receive    that   word   into    your  heart? 
*' Things  which  concern  Christ,"  not  things  concemmg  Christ; 
but  "  things  which  concern  Christ."     When  you  apprehend  that, 
you  will  rejoice  that  you  and  yours  are  things  which  concern  Jesus 
Christ:  you  will  wilhngly  put  it  all  into  His  hand,  and  say,  ^*  Lord, 
do  as  seemeth  good  unto  Thee."     These  things  which  concern 
Jesus  Christ  are  developed,  and  His  eternal  interest  in  you;  and  as 
surely  as  He  hath  spoken  it,  so  sure  shall  we  partake  of  it — **  Where 
I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also." 

1  shall  just  drop  this  hint  before  I  stop,  that  as  we  are  led  to 
ponder  over  these  glorious  mercies,  we  shall  see  how  the  saints  in  days 
of  old  were  led,  supported,  kept,  guided,  lived,  and  died ;  and  what 
a  dear  encouragement  arises  in  the  mind,  that,  as  it  was  with  the.n, 
so  it  is  with  us  ilay  and  night;  what  the  Lord  said  to  them,  and  of 
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theniy  He  hath  said  to  us  and  of  us.  What  is  it?  .^'.Sing  ye  unto 
her — A  vineyard  of  red  wine :  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it :  I  will  water 
it  every  moment:  lest  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day,*' 
Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  souL  And  "  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever 
and  ever,  and  He  will  be  our  guide  over  death." 

Beloved,  may  God  open  these  dear  truths  to  vour  heart ;  and  be 
of  good  cheer.  He  will  never  leave  us,  nor  forsake  us-  "  And 
where  I  am,"  saith  Jesus,  "  there  ye  may  be  also."     Amen. 


TO  THE  SAINTS  IN  THE  NORTH, 

Beloved  in  the  Lord,-  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace;  love,  blood, 
and  salvation,  abound  in  vou  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 

The  Lord  has  never  left  Himself  without  a  witness,  however 
crooked  the  generation,  however  vile  the  nation,  and  He  never 
will.  He  has  ever  had  a  seed  to  serve  Him,  which  are  accounted 
as  a  generation,  and  it  is  called  *^  the  generation  of  the  upright;" 
and  we  read,  **  the  upright  love  Thee."  Then  this  cannot  be  the 
crooked  generation,  which  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  but  never 
washed  from  their  filthiness ;  but  the  people  spoken  of  in  the  Word 
by  the  Lord  himself—"  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself; 
tney  shall  show  forth  my  praise :  they  shall  speak  of  the  glory  of 
His  kingdom,  and  talk  of  His  power"  But  this  people  are  not 
considered  without  their  King;  they  are  not  reckoned  without 
their  Head  and  Lord.  This  seed  to  serve  Uim  is  **  not  seeds  as  of 
many,  but  of  one:  and  to  thv  seed,  which  is  Christ."  The 
acknowledgment  of  each  living  c&ild  before  the  Father  is,  "  If  the 
Lord  had  not  left  us  a  seed,  we  had  been  as  Sodom ;  and  been  made 
like  unto  Gomorrah;"  therefore  the  only  diflFerence  between  us 
and  the  world  lying  in  the  wicked  one  is,  that  the  Lord  has  left  us 
a  seed:  and  we  read  that  <^in  Isaac  shall  thy  seed  be  called." 
Isaac  is  the  promised  seed,  "  the  seed  of  the  woman,"  which  has 
bruised  the  serpent's  head.  Hence  "  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  Him  that  loved  us :"  and  we  can  join  dear  Paul  in  saying, 
**  Who  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me."  "  This  honour  have 
all  the  saints:  praise  ye  the  Lord."     Hallelujah! 

These  people  are  called  "  a  people  near  unto  Him,"  How  near  ? 
And  of  Benjamin  He  said,  "  The  Beloved  of  the  Lord  shall  dwell 
in  safety  by  Him  :  Jehovah  shall  cover  him  all  the  day  long,'  and 
He  shall  dwell  between  His  shoulders."  Who  is  this  Benjamin  ? 
Christ ;  for,  says  He,  "  I  was  by  Him  as  one  brought  up  with  llim ; 
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and  I  was  daily  His  delight,  rejoicins  always  before  Him/,  So 
that  Christ  dwells  between  the  ehoulaers,  or  in  the  heart,  of  His 
Father,  as  the  Head  of  His  body  the  Church ;  and  we  read^  '<  He 
that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the  Most  High,  shall  abide 
under. the  shadow  of  the  Almighty.  He  shall  cover  rhee  with  Hb 
feathers,  and  under  His  wings  shalt  Thou  trust :  His  truth  shall  be 
Hiy  sbield  and  buckler.**  **  !^e  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in 
God ;  and  God  dwelleth  in  Him  ;**  and,  says  Christ,  ^  As  Thou, 
Father,  art  in  Me,  and  I  in  Thee,  that  they  may  be  one  in  us." 
Hence  we  see  how  securely  our  glorious  Head  dwells  in  His  Father, 
His  Father  in  Him,  and  we  in  the  Father  and  the  Son.  This  is 
that  Pavillion  beyond  the  strife  of  that  unruly  evil  the  tongue, 
which  often  cuts  us  to  the  quick,  and  makes  us  silently  writhe 
under  its  rankling  venom.  But  our  Beloved  steps  in,  and  gives  us 
beauty  for  ashe&i,  and  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning.  We  then  say^ 
**  My  Beloved  is  mine  and  I  am  His :  I  am  my  Beloved's,  and  His 
desire  is  toward  me."  Thus  the  King  greatly  desires  our  beauty, 
and  says,  ''Thou  hast  ravished  my  heart,  my  sister  spouse;  thou 
hast  ravished  my  heart,  with  one  of  thine  eyes,  with  one  chain  of 
thy  neck." 

**  then  we  liold  Bwck  sweet  communion 
With  our  Savhrnr,  Brother,  Frioid : 
flfitig  His  love^  the  iMnd  ef  noiont 
Maldhleas  loTe  without  an  end ; 
Hallelajah  ! 
flallelnjaht  now  aaoend." 

The  Lord  takes  precious  advanta^  of  the  creature  blows  which 
we  receive.  It  is  His  way  of  endearing  Himself  to  oar  souls.  Then 
we  must  acknowle(^  that  all  is  ordeiW  by  Him, 

**  And  when  we^ee  shook,  we  deepos  xoet. 
And  heUer  stand  the  storm." 

Would  we  be  without  the  ups  and  downs,  ms  and  outs,  of  this 
wilderness  journey  ?  No ;  and  why  ?  **  By  these  things  men  live, 
and  in  all  these  things  is  the  life  of  my  spirit"  Yes,  beloved,  the 
life  of  your  spirit  is  in  all  these  things ;  and  these  many  waters 
cannot  quench  the  fire  of  love,  neither  can  these  floods  drown  the 
life  of  love.  Indeed,  you  can  well  afford  to  join  dear  Paul  in 
saying,  *^  Nay,  in  all  tnese  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  Him  that  loved  us :  for  I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death, 
nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  pre- 
sent, nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other 
creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is 
in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  What  confidence  1  What  a  noble  con- 
fession!    You  see,  beloved,  that  Paul  apprehended  tibe  love  of 
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God  in  Christ  Jesua  our  LiOid,  He  well  knew  (hat. there  was  no 
love  of  God  anywhere  else.  You  and  I  well  know  (hat  there  is  no 
lore  anywhere  else :  and  had  we  not  an  interest  in  Him,  an  union 
to  Him^  a  salvation  by  Him,  we  never  should  have  known  anything 
about  love;  we  never  should  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  graoious; 
and  we  never  should  be  privileged  to  say^  ^^  My  Beloved  is  min^, 
and "  ..    -      - 

«  Thanks 

God  is  eternal  me ;"  ana,  sayt 

life,  and  they  shall  never  pensh,  neither  shall  any  pluck  them  out 

of  my  hands.**    This  is  the  handful  of  com  in  the  earth  upon  the 

top  of  the  mountains ;  and  the  Lord  says,  ''  All  His  saints  are  in 

thy  hands*''    Well,  then,  let  us  join  Toplady  in  singing : 


"ICjr  naoM  hen.  the  polnia  of  Hitf  hands 
Btemity  will  npt  enwe : 
Impress'd  on  Hit  lieart  it  remains, 
In  marks  of  indelUble  grace. 


Tm»  I  to  the  end  shjUl  cntos, 
As  8ur«  as  the  earnest  is  giyen ; 

llore  happy,  hut  not  more  secure, 
The  gk^fied  spirits  in  hfaren." 


Our  enduring  depends  entirely  upon  His  faithfuli^es^  and  not 
upon  cnr  beueving.  Our  doubts  and  fears  alter  npthing.  Our 
standing  in  (Jhrist  was  settled  before  the  world  began ;  our  blessed- 
ness in  Christ  was  secured  before  the  mountains  were  fixed  in 
their  sockets;  our  everlasting  well-being  in  Christ  was  an  act  of 
our  God  as  ancient  as  eternity,  as  duraole  as  His  own  existence. 
Hence, 


''Bejoice,  ye  saints,  in  every  state^ 
Diyine  decrees  remain  unmoved, 
No  turns  of  Providence  ahate 

Qod's  eare  for  those  He  omoe  has  Ipv'd, 


Firmer  than  heav*n  His  covenant  stands ; 

Though  earth  should  shake  and  skies  depart, 
You're  safe  in  your  Bedeemer's  hands. 

Who  hears  your  names  upon  His  heart." 


The  things  which  are  shaken  must  be  removed ;  but  eternal  things 
cannot  be  shaken ;  hence  they  must  remain.  We  are  fixed  upon  a 
solid  Rock,  and  never  shall  be  shaken  fi:om  our  basis,  Christ  says, 
and  He  means  it  all,  **  Upon  this  Rock  I  build  my  Church,  and 
the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it :"  and  we  well  know 
that  He  is  "a  sure  foundation ;"  and  His  "place  of  defence  is  the 
munition  of  rocks,"  and  "  as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world."  Well, 
then,  "  Let  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rock  sing:  let  them  shout  from 
the  tops  of  the  mountains."  What  shall  their  song  be  ?  "  The 
Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  Rock^  and  let  the  God  of  my  sal- 
vation be  exalted.* 


'*To  shake  this  Rock,  Thy  s&ints  are  in, 
Tempest  or  storm  shall  ne'er  prevail : 
Twill  stand  ibe  Uast  of  hell  and  sin, 
AAd  Wf^oj  sure  within  th«  veil. 


I  Within  the  lefts  of  His  dear  side, 
There  all  His  saints  in  sa£9ty  d^ell ; 
And  vh^t  from  Jesus  sha}l  4iv^  9 
Not  all  the  rage  of  earth  or  hell. 


us 
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Bless'd  with  the  pardon  of  ber  sin. 
My  aool  benoath  Thy  shade  woold  lie, 

And  nng  the  lore  that  took  me  in. 
And  othen  left  in  sin  to  die. 


0  saered  covert  from  the  beams 
That  on  the  weary  traydler  beat. 

How  welcome  are  thy  shade  and  streams. 
How  bless'd,  how  sacred*  and  how  sweet  V 


Christ  says,  and  may  He  speak  it  to  you  as  He  has  to  me,  ^*  O  my 
dove,  m  the  clefts  of  the  rock!"  Yes,  m  the  riven  side  of  onr 
bleeding  Jesus;  in  the  wounded  heart  of  our  best  Beloved; 
between  the  shoulders  of  onr  dear  ImmanueU 

'*  0  loTe^  how  high  Thy  glories  swdl ! 
How  great,  immntable,  and  free  I 
Ten  thousand  sins,  as  black  as  heU, 
Are  swallowed  up,  0  Ioto,  in  Thee  !** 

The  heart  warms,  beloved,  as  the  pen  moves  to  write  of  the  things 
touching  the  King ;  the  things  concerning  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the 
Mighty  God,  our  Brother  bom  for  adversity.  It  is  delightful  to 
write  or  spea^  when  He  breathes  upon  us  dry  bones,  saying  unto 
us,  **  Live."  We  then  sit  and  sin^  in  heavenly  places  in  Him, 
forget  ourselves  as  creatures,  lose  sight  of  ourselves  as  dust  and 
ashes^  and  tread  upon  the  mountain  tops.  Poverty,  wretchedness, 
and  miseiy  are  gone.    Indeed  we  can  join  the  poet  in  singing. 


**  Now  no  more  His  wrath  we  dread. 
Vengeance  smote  our  Surety's  head  : 
Justice  now  demands  no  more, 
He  hath  paid  the  dreadful  score. 


Sunk,  as  in  the  shoreless  flood; 

Lost,  as  in  the  Sayiour's  blood  ; 
Zion,  0  how  blest  art  thou. 

Justified  from  all  things  now  1" 


Beloved,  have  we  been  singing  songs  to  a  heavy  heart?  May 
the  Lord  speak  in  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  and  say,  *^  Cast  thy 
burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  He  shall  sustain  thee."  In  a  moment 
you  will  feel  as  light  as  magnesia,  and  as  bright  ^  the  sparkling 
diamond ;  for  when  He  drops  His  Word  in  the  saddened  heart, 
how  it  gladdens  it  I  When  He  says,  **  Arise,  my  love,  my  fair  one, 
and  come  away ;"  you  are  off  in  tne  twinkling  of  an  eye« 


away;   you 

^  Should  earth,  with  her  ten  thousand 
chaimSy 
luTite  thy  soul  to  stay. 
Yet  still  to  thy  Bedeemer's  arms. 
If y  fiur  one,  come  away. 


twinkling  of  an  eye< 

The  sacred  Turtle's  Toice  within 
Proclaims  the  same  tt-day : 

It  sweetly  whispers  pardon'd  sin. 
My  fiur  one,  came  away. 


Let  nothing  felt,  or  fear'd  within, 

Thy  trembling  soul  dismay : 
From  self,  from  slavish  fear,  and  sin. 

My  fiur  one,  come  away." 

I  must  now  close,  hoping  that  our  blessed  Jesus  may  cause  His 
doctrine  to  drop  as  the  rain,  and  His  speech  to  distil  as  the  dew^ 
and  then  you  will  say  with  dear  Peter,  ^^  It  is  good  to  be  here.'' 


SHORT    AND    SWEET,  1^9 

My  wife  joins  me  in  best  love  to  each  sheep  of  the  <<  flock  of 
slaugnter,"  who  have  no  place  of  refii^  but  in  the  bleeding  heart 
and  wounded  side  of  their  smitten  Shepherd. 

Beloved,  farewell.     Very  afiectionately  yours, 

A.  WiLCOCKSON. 


SHORT  AND  SWEET. 

Bei^qved  in  the  Lord, — When  your  kind  packet  arrived  I  was 
from  home,  and  on  my  return  found  it  waiting  me ;  therefore  just 
write  this  hasty  line  of  acknowledgment  and  thanks,  lest  you  should 
think  from  the  delay  that  I  have  not  received  it.  Have  be^n 
nearly  three  weeks  at  Great  Malvern,  in  Worcestershire,  and  must 
recora  the  Lord's  great  mercies  to  unworthy  me.  He  has  taken 
out  and  brought  in  safely,  preserved  my  Bethel  Cottaffe  during 
absence,  permitted  me  to  benold  with  delight  the  beauties  of  His 
Creation  m  such  majestic  hills,  and  lovely  vales,  as  I  never  saw 
before ;  and,  moreover,  so  sweetly  communed  with  me,  that  I  must 
say,  <<  He  blessed  me  there."  Ah !  He  has  put  me  in  that  place 
wnere  He  has  commanded  the  blessing,  ana  where  the  dew  de- 
scends more  refreshingly  than  it  did  upon  Hermon  and  upon  the 
mountains  of  Zion.  ^^O  how  great  is  Thv  goodness  whicn  Thou 
hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  Thee — which  Thou  hast  wrought 
for  them  that  trust  in  Thee  before  the  sons  of  men ;"  '^for  it  pleased 
the  Father  that  in  Him  should  all  fulness  dwell :"  fulness  oi  grace, 
fulness  of  glorv,  fulness  for  time,  fulness  for  eternity ;  and  it 
pleaseth  the  Father  that  we  should  abide  in  Him  by  faith,  and 
thus  receive  of  His  fulness  grace  for  erace,  and  thus  be  savoured 
with  His  fragrance,  and  be  unto  God  and  to  each  other  a  sweet 
savour  of  Christ.  Oh !  I  wonder  to  find  myself  shut  into  this  place 
of  perfumes,  of  safety,  of  supply  I  ^^  The  Lord  shut  him  in,"  it  is 
said  of  Noah,  and  He  has  snut  me  in,  and  when  He  shuts,  none 
can  open.  I  feel  it,  and  would  praise  Him  more.  Praise  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul  I  Life  in  Christ,  love  in  Christ,  happiness  in 
Christ,  salvation  in  Christ,  safety  in  Christ  I  What  could  He  do 
more  for  His  vineyard  than  He  has  done  ? 

The  Lord  bless  you  and  yours,  with  love  in  our  best  Beloved. 
I  remain,  in  much  haste,  yours  very  affectionately, 

Ruth. 

« 

SWe  have  now  run  quite  out  of  our  late  beloved  sister's  letters. 
1  our  friend  and  brother  send  us  what  he  has  ? — Ed.] 
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OR, 
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Titus  iii.  5. 

We  know  that  every  living  child  of  the  living  God  will  be  brought, 
sooner  or  later,  to  acknowledge  this;  for  all  under  the  tuition  of 
the  eternal  Spirit  feel  that  of  themselves  they  cannot  perform  one 
good  action,  or  think  one  good  thought,  ^^  We  are  not  sufficient 
of  ourselves  (says  Paul)  to  think  anything  as  of  ourselves ;  but  our 
sufficiency  is  of  God."  This  is  in  sweet  analogy  with  our  text — 
**  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  -which  we  have  done :"  and  we 
should  bve  and  die  without  hope  if  our  salvation  depended  upon 
our  own  righteousness ;  for  we  have  none ;  but  we  shall  eternally 
crown  onr  Jesus  Lord  of  all  for  our  gj^pat  salvation ;  for  ^  according 
to  His  mercy  He  hath  saved  us.*'  The  Church  was  saved  in  the 
Lord  with  an  everlasting  salvation  before  the  mountains  were 
settled,  and  before  the  hills  were,  according  to  His  covenant  mercy. 
His  eternal  love.  "  Where  is  boasting,  then?  It  is  excluded,  oy 
what  law?  of  works?  Nay;  but  by  the  law  of  faith '^ — the  law  of 
lovingkindness  and  tender  mercy.  Our  boast  is  in  the  work  that 
Jesus  hath  wroxight  far  us,  and  J9is  Spirit  hath  developed  in  us. 

Do  anv  here  think  that  they  can  do  anything  of  a  righteous 
nature  of  themselves?  If  so,  let  us  tell  them,  in  the  sight  of  a 
heart-searching  God,  their's  is  but  a  sandy  foundation ;  but  if  your 
language  is — ^**Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have  done, 
but  according  to  His  mercy  He  saved  us,"  you  are  blessedly  taught, 
savingly  taught :  and  though  you  may  feel  your  heart  taken  up 
with  time^vanities,  and  your  thoughts  like  the  fool's  eye,  wandering 
up  and  down  the  earth,  yet  the  Lord  says,  *^  My  mercy  will  I  keep 
for  Him  for  evermore,  and  my  covenant  shall  stand  fast  with  Him  :^ 
for  Him  who  is  in  oneness  with  His  members ;  therefore  His  mercy 
is  kept  for  His  people  when  they  need  it." 

^  Thy  mercy,  jny  God,  u  tbe  theme  of  my  eong^ 
The  joy  of  my  heart,  the  hoast  of  my  tongue/' 

How  often  have  we  thought,  even  since  the  Lord  began  His  work 
of  grace  on  our  soul,  that  we  could  prepare  our  own  hearts  to 
come  into  His  presence,  that  we  could  make  ourselves  more  devout, 
and  mote  religious ;  but  what  bondaffe*frames  have  these  thoughts 
produced,  and  again  we  have  had  to  learn  that  it  is  ''not  by  works 
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of  righteousness  which  we  have  done,"  but  according  to  His  mercy 
He  saved  us. 

What  depths  are  contained  in  these  lines  I — 

**  The  siiu  of  all  the  ransom 'd  race, 

That's  found  throughout  the  world. 
By  this  one  act  of  soTeieign  grace^ 
Axe  in  ohfivion  hurrd." 

•dunk,  never  to  rise  I  as  though  thev  never  had  been  committed — 
expiated  by  His  blood ;  and  now,  child  of  God,  you  may  sing,  on 
the  other  side  of  death,  a  new  song,  even  praise  unto  your  God. 
Another  poet  beautifully  expresses  the  same  truth — 

**  If  sin  be  pardon'd  I'm  secure. 
Death  hath  no  «tmg  beside." 

^  The  sting  of  death  is  sin,  and  the  strength  of  sin  Is  the  law. 
But  thanla  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ*"  He  was  our  redeniption,  our  salvation,  from 
eternity,  as  we  read  in  Prov.  viii.  *'The  Lord  possessed  me 
(saith  our  glorious  Wisdom)  in  the  beginning  cf  His  way,  before 
His  works  of  old.  I  was  set  up  from  everlasting,  from  the  begin- 
ning, or  ever  the  earth  was ;  and  my  delights  were  with  the  sons  of 
men.''  Blessed,  glorious^  precious  trutns  to  ponder  over !  Jesus 
the  Head,  and  the  membeis  in  Uving  oneness,  predestinated  from 
eternity  (and  no  time-state  can  alter  it),  loved  and  blessed  from 
everlasting! 

"  Set  up  from  everlasting  days, 
Ere  Ood  had  form'd  the  earth  or  seas ; 
Creation's  Lord,  and  Israel's  King, 
This  Breaker's  praise  ny  soul  shall  eiitf  .** 

*•  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  wbich  we  have  done ;  (Is  there 
music  in  oar  text  to  you  ?)  but  according  to  His  mercy  He  saved 
us,*'  It  is  all  of  free-grace  from  first  to  last— covenant  love  frona 
first  to  last.  **  He  saved  us  I"  It  is  in  the  past  tense — saved  in 
the  eternal  purpose  of  God — saved  actually  by  Christ  Himself — 
and  saved  expenmentally  by  the  eternal  Spirit  witnessing  with  our 
spirit  that  we  are  **  complete  in  Him,"  "  saved  in  the  Lord  with 
an  everlasting  salvation."  We  were  saved  before  we  were  lost, 
and  the  song  that  the  redeemed  host  sing  before  the  throne  is, 
**  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord ;  not  unto  us ;  but  unto  TTby  name  give 
glory  1"  The  trophies  of  His  blood,  the  subjects  of  His  grace,  the 
jewels  of  His  crown,  are  sinners ;  and  no  sinner  ever  went  to  hell 
with  this  prayer  indited  in  his  heart — '*  God,  be  merciful  to  me 
a  sinner  J"    Thousands  know  not  their  misery,  and  feel  not  their 
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need  of  mercy;  but  the  UviDg  children  of  God  feel  that  they  are 
sinners,  and  tnat  they  have  neither  meetness  nor  fitness  in  them- 
selves. **  In  me  (says  Paal)  that  is,  in  my  flesh,  there  dwelleth 
no  good  thing:**  but  we  read,  "The  Lord  alone  shall  be  exalted 
in  U^at  day." 

^  When  the  children  of  Israel  were  in  captivity,  they  could  not 
sing  one  of  the  songs  of  Zion.  "  Heaviness  in  the  heart  of  man 
maketh  it  stoop ;  but  a  good  word  maketh  it  glad  :**  and  **  when  the 
Lord  turned  their  captivity,  then  was  their  mouth  filled  with 
laughter,  and  their  tongue  with  singing."  So  it  is  with  His  chil- 
dren still.  When  He  turns  their  captivity,  though  &r  off  before 
in  feeling,  yet  now  brought  nigh,  they  see  the  blood-stained  banner 
of  the  cross  waving  in  the  breeze  of  the  eternal  Spirit  Sweet, 
blissful  time  I  Salvation  is  accomplished — we  only  need  it  to  be 
sealed  home — ^to  be  proclaimed  in  our  hearts  by  our  own  covenant 
God  and  Father  in  tne  power  of  His  own  Spirit ;  and  if  He  causes 
you  to  realise  salvation  in  your  own  hearts,  you  will  rejoice  even 
with  joy  and  singing. 

•*  Accordmg  to  His  mercy  He  saved  us."  Has  He  saved  yoii  ? 
*•  Ah,"  say  you,  *«  that  is  what  I  want  to  kno^.**  Well,  has  He 
brought  you  into  this  condition  that  nothing  but  discriminating 
grace  wifl^suit  your  case,  nothing  but  mercy  will  avail  you  ?  If  so. 
He  will  crown  His  own  work.  The  child  of  God  feels  that  it  is 
not  enough  to  know  that  He  has  saved  His  own  Church,  His  sheep. 
His  own  family ;  but  His  enquiry  is,  **  Am  I  a  member  of  that 
Church  ?    Am  I  one  of  His  sheep  ?  one  of  His  children  ?** 

We  believe  in  revelation*  A  man  may  read  the- Word  of  God, 
and  compare  Scripture  with  Scripture,  and  yet  not  be  a  saved 
man.  It  is  not  enough  to  know  that  the  Church  of  God  was  saved 
firom  all  eternity;  but  are  you  saved?  I  mean  experimentally 
saved — saved  by  revelation,  saved  by  manifestation.  Has  He  ever 
said  to  you,  "AH  are  your's?'*  "Thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee?**  I 
believe  that  one  of  the  first  evidences  of  spiritual  life  is  the  fear 
of  the  Lord.  •*  The  fear  of  the  Lord,**  we  read,  "  is  the  beginning 
of  wisdom :  a  good  understanding  have  all  they  that  fear  the  Lord: 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  a  fountain  of  life :  and  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  is  strong  confidence.*'  There  is  no  line  to  be  drawn  between 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  the  vrisdom  of  God;  and  Christ  is  our 
glorious  wisdom.  He  "  is  made  of  God  unto  us  wisdom.**  He  is 
our  Head,  our  Life,  our  all :  and  if  you  have  the  fountain  of  life, 
you  have  passed  firom  death,  and  shall  not  come  into  condemnation. 
This  is  not  legal  fear — not  slavish  fear ;  but  filial  fear — the  fear  of 
a  child  who  grieves  to  offend  his  parent.  There  was  a  develop- 
ment of  this  fear  in  one  of  old.     "  How  can  I  do  this  great  wicked- 
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ness  (said  he)  and  sin  against  God?"    If  you  have  this  fear  in  your 
heart,  you  can  never  perish ;  but  are 


**  Boand  in  life's  bundle,  call'd  His  own» 
A  son  of  peace  to  Him  foreknown." 

The  child  of  God  in  living  oneness  with  Christ — a  new  creature 
in  ilim — is  beyond  the  law ;  for  "  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law." 
The  flaming  sword  of  justice  has  been  sheathed  in  the  blood  of 
Immanuel;  and  '<  there  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them 
that  are  in  Christ  Jesus."  The  whole  of  the  living  family  have  a 
legal  right  and  title  to  the  righteousness  of  God  It  is  always 
upon  them  in  God's  sight ;  and  when  by  precious  faith  they  are 
enabled  to  put  it  on,  they  can  sing, 

*•  Bold  shall  I  stand  in  that  great  day, 
Por  who  ought  to  my  charge  shall  lay  t 
Hy  beauty  this,  my  glorious  dress, 
Jesos  the  Lord  my  righteounesa* 


.." 


Redemption  is  the  key  to  unlock  the  treasures  of  Jehovah. 
'*  Being  justified  freely  by  His  grace  through  the  redemption  that 
is  in  Christ  Jesus."  liTot  only  hj^  Christ  Jesus,  but  in  Christ  Jesus : 
and  none  but  those  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus — Abound  in  the  bundle 
of  life — can  enjoy  these  glorious  truths.  **  Unto  you  it  is  given  to 
know  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven:"  and  if  we  enquire 
why  ?  our  reply  must  be,  *'  even  so.  Father ;  for  so  it  seemed  good 
in  thy  sight."  You  cannot  delight  to  dwell  on  these  blessed, 
spiritual,  and  precious  realities,  unless  taught  by  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
'*fi)r  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  ot  God; 
for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him:  neither  can  he  know  them, 
because  they  are  spiritually  discerned." 

He  saved  us  in  His  purpose  of  grace  according  to  His  mercy : 
and  when  we  became  ruined  in  the  fall, 

**  He  tum*d  His  eyes  to  Jesus  then,    ' 
And  in  His  bosom  saw. 
His  dear  delights,  the  sons  of  men, 
Oomplete  without  a  flaw." 

i^e  viewed  us  in  our  Head  then ;  and  in  the  fulness  of  time  Jesus 

came  down  and  paid  the  ransom  price.     He  cried,  **  It  is  finished," 

'*  having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us ;"  and  when  the  Spirit 
.      ,        ,  .     .  i_  _i».i.^  .1.:  c  rM^^z^s.    _^j  1  .L_     incur 

going 

_^ ^- ,  ,  __  peace 

of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding :  and  if  we  are  favomred 
to  know  *'  The  way  of  peace,"  we  shall  have  an  eternity  to  praise 
Him  for  the  mercy.     "He  raiseth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dust,  and 
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liileth  the  beggar  from  the  duD^hill,  to  set  them  among  the  (tfinces 
of  His  people,  and  make  them  mherit  the  throne  of  ^ory/'  The 
children  ot  God  have  not  merely  a  time-interest  in  these  blessed 
realities,  but  an  eternal-interest;  and  they  are  lourneying  onward, 
upward,  and  homeward.  They  shall  all  sit  down  with  Him  in 
His  kingdom,  and  shall  reign  with  Him  for  ever  and  ever :  and 
the  whoS  redeemed  Church  shall  unite  in  singing,  *^Unto  Him  that 
loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  hadi 
made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father;  to  Him  be 
glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.     AmeiL" 
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Beloved  in  the  Lord, — "  Thou  art  all  fair,  my  love,  there  is  no 
spot  in  thee."  '^  How  beautiful  are  thy.  feet  with  shoes^  O  prince's 
daughter:  let  me  hear  thy  voice^  let  me  see  thy  countenance;  for 
sweet  is  thy  voice,  and  thy  countenance  is  comely.** 

You  may  freely  say  to  your  unchanging  lover,  "  My  Beloved  is 
mine :  I  am  my  Beloved's,  and  His  oesire  is  toward  me*"  Bless 
Him,  O  onr  souls,  He  hath  set  His  eyes  and  love  upon  us  fi>r 
good :  none  beside  Him  can  make  a  claim  upon  us  for  any  thing. 
Both  Law  and  Justice  are  on  our  side ;  for  our  Redeemer  Jesus, 
the  Son  of  God,  hath  magnified  the  Law  and  made  it  honourable, 
and  Himself  ^^Emmanud,  God  with  us,"  is  the  just  God  and 
Saviour,  and  in  this  way  Justice  was  fully  satisfied — ^^  Awake,  O 
sword,  against  my  shepherd,  against  the  man  my  fellow,  saith  the 
Lord  qf  Hosts*"  Mark  the  words  of  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus — '^the  man  my  fellow; "  and  having  duly  pondered  the 
testimony  of  the  Father  to  and  of  Him  ^Hhe  mighty  One,  His 
fellow,  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  with  me,  in  oneness  of  "heart,  listen 
to  the  word  and  testimonv  of  the  Father,  recorded  by  the  Spirit, 
who  saith  to  the  Son,  <<  Tnou  art  fiiirer  than  the  children  of  men ; 
grace  is  poured  into  Thy  lips,  therefore  God  hath  blessed  thee 
for  everi.  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever,  the  sceptre  of 
Thy  kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre:  Thou  Invest  righteousness,  and 
hatest  iniquity ;  therefore,  O  God,  Thy  God,  hath  an(»nted  Thee 
with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  (or  for)  Thy  fellows."  Himself 
being  the  self-existing  Saviour,  the  great  High  Priest,  is  it  not  said 
of  Him,  Christ  and  the  Church,  **rhou  and  Thy  fellows 
that  sit  before  Thee,  for  they  are  men  wondered  at :  and  His 
personal  name  is  ''  Wonderful.^'  I  add,  that  the  sheep,  the  children, 
speak  the  same  word  as  the  Father  concemiug  the  man  His  fellow; 
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that  1S9  Rowee  my  Shepherd:  and  be  it  also  obserred  (for  to  me  it  is 
very  Christ-endearing  and  heart-cheering^  that  the  Father  saith  not 
only  **  Awake,  O  sword,  against  (or  upon)  my  Shepherd,  and  upon 
the  Man,  the  Gayvor,  my  fellow ; "  but,  O  the  depth  of  the  mercy, 
it  is,  '^  smite  the  Shepherd ; "  and  He  was  stricken,  smitten,  and 
afflicted;  and  **it  pleased  the  Father  to  bruise  Him/*  and  to  put 
Him  to  grief,  and  we  joy  in  God  through  Him,  having  fellowsnip 
with  Him  in  His  sufferings,  being  made  conformable  to  his  death. 

Beloved,  this  is  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  is  always  what  he  is,  and 
that  He  is  to  us,  without  variableness  or  shadow  of  turning :  and 
of  Him  we  say,  "But  he  was  wounded  (pounded)  for  our 
transgressions ;  bruised  for  our  iniquities ;  the  chastisement  of  our 
peace  (the  pain  of  our  punishment)  was  upon  Him,  and  (in)  with 
His  stripes  we  are  healed."  Thus  the  Son  hath  made  as  free^  and 
we  are  free  indeed.  We  are  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of 
His  Son,  and  though  once  afar  off,  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of 
Christ ;  and  the  Eternal  Spirit  declares,  by  John,  ^*  Because  as  He 
is,  so  are  we  in  this  world."  As  we  by  faith  know  and  believe  these 
truths,  and  so  walk  and  live  by  faith,  self  becomes  a  complete  blank, 
a  nothing,  and  Christ  is  all  and  in  all.  This  truth  is  clearly  set 
before  us  by  the  Spirit  in  plain  words  and  meanings:  '^For  as  the 
body  is  one,  and  hath  many  members,  and  all  the  members  of  that 
one  body,  being  many,  are  one  body,  so  also  is  Christ"  •'For  by 
one  Spirit  we  are  all  baptized  (not  immersed  in  material  water)  into 
one  body :  and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit :  and 
there  is  one  body,  and  one  Spirit,  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of 
your  calling :  one  Lord  (the  Redeemer,  Saviour,  and  Justifier,  Ruler, 
and  King)  one  faith  (Jesus  is  the  author  and  finisher  of  faith),  one 
baptism.**  "He  shall  baptise  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost**  ^'As  ye 
have  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  Him ;  rooted 
and  built  tip  in  Him,  stablished  in  the  faith  as  ye  have  been  taught, 
abonnding  therein  with  thanksgiving."  I  had  rather  go  through  hell 
in  Christ,  and  with  Christ,  having  a  pergonal  knowledge  of  Him, 
as  He  is  testified  of  in  the  Scriptures  by  the  Father  and  Spirit^ 
than  be  in  heaven  without  Him. 

Ah,  my  beloved  Ruth,  it  is  such  a  sweetener  above  or  through 
all  bitterness — ^**  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His,"  and  I  do 
assure  you,  and  the  children  with  you,  that  though  I  die  daily,  and 
am  still  in  love's  furnace,  I  live  happy  in  the  Lord :  He  giveth  me 
songs  in  the  night,  and  I  sing  aloud  on  my  bed  in  the  morning.  I 
have  all  things,  and  abound ;  for  it  is  thus  with  me  at  all  times ; 
'*  Whom  have  I  iii  heaven  but  Thee  ?  and  there  is  none  on  earth 
1  desire  beside  Thee."  Thus  I  Uve  ready  to  die,  and  to  depart  to 
be  with  Christ,  to  see  Him  as  He  is :  I  have  no  arrears  to  get  up : 
1  have  no  debts  to  pay :  I  live  in  all  freedom  and  peace,  not  my 
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own,  being  bought  with  a  price.  I  live  for  the  Lord:  His  interest 
in  me  secures  my  interest  in  Him»  and  His  words  to  me  are  a 
cordial  and  balm  at  all  times,  ^^  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also." 
This  is  very  blessed  to  me,  and  I  believe  to  my  sister  Ruth.  I  do 
not  see  one  thing  that  wants  altering  or  mending:  for  we  know 
that  all  things  work  tc^ether  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  and 
are  the  called  according  to  His  purpose :  and  we  do  not  live,  or 
walk,  or  war,  after  the  flesh;  for  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  Him  that  loved  us.  I  find  it  blessed  always  to  be 
"crucified  with  Christ:"  nevertheless  I  live,  yet  not  1,  Christ 
liveth  in  me:  and  the  life  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  1  live  by  the  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me.  I  do 
assure  you  that  by  reason  of  this  I  am  quiet  and  free  fi*om  all  my 
once  supposed  reWon ;  and  so  I  live  oeyond  all  my  in  and  out 
experience,  that  I  have  often  to  my  grief  tried  to  make  a  sure 
foundation.  I  want  nothing,  and  have  nothins,  but  Jesus  only.  I 
with  you  stand  included  in  His  word,  "  The  cfearly  beloved  of  His 
soul."  His  soul  was  in  an  agony ;  He  poured  out  His  soul  unto 
death ;  and  His  soul  was  constituted  guilt,  and  Himself  the  great 
myste^  of  Godliness,  was  manifest  in  the  flesh ;  was  made  sin  {or 
us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  Him.  "  O  the  depth  of  3ie  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and 
knowledge  of  God!"  It  is  of  Him,  and  through  Him,  and  to 
Him,  are  all  things :  to  Him  be  glory  for  ever.    Amen. 

My: earthly  house  is  shaky  and  painful:  the  Lord  will  take  it 
down  in  His  time,  and  I  shall  sleep  in  the  dust,  without  any 
molestation,  and  everything  fleshly,  carnal,  and  devilish,  will  cease 
from  troubling,  and  the  weary  will  be  at  rest 

I  have  walked  out  twice,  for  a  little  time,  since  November  last. 
1  ride  to  and  from  Chapel,  which  is  an  expense  for  a  poor  parson^ 
without  tithes  and  Easter  dues;  but  I  have  what  is  better  than 
such  things :  *^  My  God  shall  supply  all  your  need,  according  to 
His  riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus;"  and,  ^<The  Lord  is  my 
{Rowee)  shepherd,  1  shall* not  want.** 

Thanks  to  you  for  your  sweet  epistle  received  yesterday:  it  was 
a  sweet  savour  of  Him  to  me  and  my  Mary.  The  douth  wind  blew 
upon  the  garden,  and  the  spices  flowed  out ;  and  we  blessed  the 
Lord  on  your  behal£  Love  love's  love,  and  love«  blood,  and  sal- 
vation will  never  fail ;  for  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same,  that  eternal  life 
that  was  with  the  Father  before  the  world  began ;  and  He  saith  of 
His  sheep,  ^^  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never 
perish."  Our  love  to  you  and  the  damsels  with  you,  playing  on 
timbrels,  and  going  forth  in  the  dances  of  them  that  make  merry. 

Yours,  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  Triggs. 
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(Continued  from  page  88.) 

My  first  point  is  total  depravity ;  and  this  the  Lord  taught  me 
Himself,  by  making  me  feel  my  sinfulness,  weakness,  pollution,  and 
shame ;  together  with  multitudes  of  unclean  thoughts,  plaguing  me 
daily  and  hourly,  filling  me  with  rebellion  and  hardness  of  heart.  I 
have  spent  years  of  fruitless  toil  in  tryine  to  patch,  mend,  and 
clean  toe  ola  man,  until  my  strength  has  been  exhausted ;  and  I 
find  now  that  I  can  only  be  still  and  quiet  when  free  grace  is 
precious  to  my  soul  and  dear  to  my  heart.  It  is  then  that  I 
am  enabled  to  drop  into  the  hands  of  pure  mercy.  This  is  how  I 
have  learned  total  depravity ;  for  I  carried  the  truth  of  it  in  my 
feelings.  This  ijs  how  it  is  the  mere  professor  hates  it^  having 
never  felt  the  power  of  sin  and  corruption;  and  firom  this  blindness 
is  to  be  attributed  the  belief  in  that  monstrous  delusion — ^'^  fleshly 
perfection.** 

Imputed  righteousness  I  am  compelled  to  accept,  and  eladly  too^ 
from  feeling  my  absolute  need  thereof  How  full  and  clear  is  the 
Word  of  God  upon  this  precious  point  of  truth.  I  have  nothing 
but  sin  to  call  my  own;  for  my  so-called  duties,  good  deeds, 
prayers,  etc.,  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  allow  Satan  to  pull  to 
pieces  times  without  number.  This  kind  of  work  has  gone  on  for 
years,  and  I  have  hated  myself  and  all  about  mc*  To  tell  you  the 
truth,  it  takes  a  deal  to  get  this  poor  tailor  fix)m  stitching 
and  mending.  It  requires  much  furnace  work  to  get  this  poor 
workmonger  away  firom  his  legal  toil  and  tools.  He  may  be 
whipped  and  flogged,  but  at  it  he  will  be  again.  Ah,  my  brother, 
I  find  it  true  what  Huntingdon  saysy  *'The  hardest  work  is  to 
cease  firom  working;"  and  yet  this  ^*fool  will  be  meddling," 
although  he  daily  feels  so  much  sin  and  corruption,  lust  and 
uncleanness,  as  would  damn  a  thousand  worlds.  ^Notwithstanding 
this,  he  is  such  an  incorrigible  old  fool  that  mercy  alone  can  bring 
him  round,  and  mercy  has  made  him  fall  in  with  imputed  righteous- 
ness. 

Dear  reader,  when  taught  of  the  Spirit,  how  sweet  and  salutary 
are  the  following  portions :  **  The  Lord  our  righteousness ; "  *'  In 
the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and  strength ; "  '^  Their  righteousness 
is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord;"  **He  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of 
ri^teousness ;  "  *^  Christ  is  made  of  God  unto  us  righteousness ;  " 
''That  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him.** 
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In  these  my  soul  has  found  shelter ;  and  from  these  I  have  been 
enabled  to  suck  honey. 

"Clothed  in  this  robe  I  do  rejoice, 
And  praise  the  Lord  wiih  cheerfiil  Yoice." 

What  a  mercy  to  feel  our  need  of  these  things ;  for  all  religion 
without  feeling  is  dead.  There  is  plenty  of  dead  preaching,  dead 
hearing,  dead  praying,  dead  sinsing,  dead  faith,  dead  living,  dead 
dying,  and  all  produced  by  the  dead  letter  ministry*  found  In  "  the 
congregation  of  the  dead : "  and  yet  so  blindea  are  these  dead 
>eople  by  the  God  of  this  world,  that  they  take  darkness  for  light, 
ight  for  darkness,  death  for  life,  and  life  tor  death ;  and  this  is  just 
your  state  and  mine  by  nature;  so  that  sovereign  grace  alone  ia  to 
be  praised  for  saving  us :  and  sure  I  am  that 

*'  Were  grace  not  sovereign,  fall,  and  free, 
It  neyer  could  hate  rescned  me." 


I 


How  came  you  and  I,  dear  reader,  to  &11  in  with  the  doctrine 
of  election  ?  Why,  the  I^ord  taught  us  that  we  had  not  the  least 
desire  by  nature  to  choose  Him :  and  we  never  should  have  had  a 
wish  to  know  Him,  love  Him,  seek  Him,  had  he  not  first  loved  us, 
chosen  us,  and  made  us  willing  in  the  day  of  l-iis  power.  We  are 
saved  .in  the  Lord's  own  way  and  time,  all  of  grace,  in  grace,  by 
grace,  through  grace,  and  with  grace — all,  all  is  of  grace  frord  fitst 
to  last  This  is  the  way  that  I  was  taught  the  doctnne  of  elcctitm, 
and  it  is  by  the  Spirit's  witnessing  with  my  spirit  that  I  know  my 
own  personal  election  of  God.  What  could  that  poor  Arminian 
leader  know  of  the  sweets  of  this  doctrine  when  Satan  led  him  to 
write  his  ^^Predestination  Calmly  Considered?"  We  are  sure  of 
one  thing,  that  he  did  not  get  his  inspiration  from  above.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  hurting  the  minds  of  God's  children  in  writing  thus ;  at 
leasts  not  those  of  them  who  have  been  weaned  from  the  milk  and 
drawn  from  the  breasts. 

I  learned  the  doctrine  of  Particular  Redemption  in  the  same 
way.  I  felt  tha(  it  must  be  real,  special,  and  particular,  or  I  could 
not  depend  upon  it  I  shall  not  now  enter  upon  this  point,  as  the 
people  of  God  are  satisfied  that  Universal  Redemption  is  a 
universal  lie ;  and  it  is  enough  to  know  that  Christ  laid  down  His 
life  for  the  sheep,  and  the  sheep  are  private  property }  and  what  He 
suffered  on  their  account  is  held  forth  in  the  Scripture*  under  the 
figure  of  a  cup.  "  The  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me,  shall 
I  not  drink  it  r"  It  is  also  spoken  of'^as  a  work — ^*  I  have  finished 
the  work  that  Thou  gavest  me  to  do."  It  is  likewise  spoken  of  as 
a  price — **Ye  are  bought  with  a  price."  Indeed  the  Scriptures 
abundantly  establish  the  reality,  particularity,  and  completeness  of 
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redemption  fn  and  by  Ohrifit  Jesos  our  Friend  and  Brother,  our 
Lord  and  Ood. 

Efibctnal  calling  is  a  doctrine  so  fully  and  clearly  set  forth  in  the 
Bible  that  I  need  say  but  little  about  it.  I  am  sure  that  nothing 
short  of  the  •'  effectual  working  of  His  power  "  (Eph.  iii,  7)  would 
have  ever  brought  me  to  the  foot  of  the  Cross.  I  have  felt  what 
Hart  says  a  thousand  times, 

**  Law  and  tenon  do  but  harden. 
All  the  thne  they  work  alone ; 
But  R  stnie  of  blood-bought  pardon, 
Soop  diMolYOf  a  heart  of  atono." 

I  can  stand  unmoved  to  every  voice  but  love,  mercy,  and  com- 
passion. There  is  no  saving  effect  in  judgment  or  mercy  until  ihe 
Spirit  puts  forth  His  effectual  power.  Nay,  if  I  am  allowed  to 
speak  my  own  experience,  I  believe  that  the  Gospel,  with  all 
its  riches  of  grace,  goodnes,  and  mercy,  will  onlv  harden  the 
heart:  and  my  wicked  nature  has  taken  a  devilish  delight  in  sin- 
ning that  grace  might  abound,  on  account  of  the  fulness,  freeness, 
and  glory  of  gospel  grace.  Let  not  the  sin-worried  child  of  God 
stumble  at  this  monster  of  iniquity.  The  Lord  knows  that  what 
I  say  is  all  too  true ;  and  if  ever  any  did, 

*««^-^  wimtoa  with  th«  woqnds  of  ^d,** 

it  18  this  brand,  plucked  from  the  fire,  who  now  holds  the  pen  to 
te3tify  of  the  long-suffering  of  his  best  Friend  and  only  Beloved, 
But  through  sweet,  softening,  melting,  and  consoling  mercy,  I  have 
felt  the  power,  drawing,  and  effectual  working  of  grace ;  and  the 
language  of  my  inmost  soul  is,  O  that  I  could  leave  off  sin,  love 
the  Saviour,  and  honour,  praise,  bless,  and  glorify  His  name,  and 
sin  against  Him  no  more.  But  this  I  cannot  do ;  and  yet  there  are 
moments  when  my  whole  soul  is  lost  in  love  at  the  wonderful  com- 

{>assion  and  love  of  Jesus.     I  then  keep  company  with  Mary  at  the 
bot  of  the  Cross.     My  poor  heart  is  then  melted  and  broken 
down :  so  that,  with  her, 

"  I  feel  the  ipet  bo  lordy,  wweet, 
I  wash  and  kiis  His  blessed  feet* 

These  are  blessed  moments  j  but,  ah,  before  the  day  is  passed  I  am 
all  undone  again,  and  feel  euch  awful  wickedness  in  every  comer  of 
my  heart,  such  delight  in  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and  such  a  determi- 
nation to  be  damned  rather  than  desist,  that  it  makes  me  heartily 
ashamed  of  myself  in  my  more  3ober  moments.  My  sweetest  times 
generally  are  after  some  fall  into  sin,  or  fleshly  feast  on  the  lusts  of 
the  fle^;  and  nothing  will  bring  me  round  again  but,  «  Yet  returq 
unto  me  f  ''  Take  with  you  words  f  « I  will  go  in  unto  the  Kipg ;" 
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"Who  can  tell?"  "The  Lord  looked  upon  Peter;"  and  such  like 
portions,  spoken  home  with  power*  My  heart  then  feels  all  rights 
and  I  get  a  fresh  dip  into  the  sea  of  love,  a  fresh  plunge  into  the 
ocean  of  blood :  Christ  then  again  becomes  precious  to  my  soul, 
and  I  am  "satisfied  with  substance,  and  filled  with  the  blessing  of 
the  Lord." 

Effectual  vocation  I  also  know  something  about;  and  though  1 
often  call  in  question  the  reality  of  the  work,  I  do  believe  that 
the  work  is  effectually  done,  and  shall  stand  in  spite  of  sin,  death, 
hell,  flesh,  and  the  world.  This  doctrine,  like  the  other,  is  ridiculed 
and  laughed  at  by  the  mere  professor.  At  this  I  am  not  surprised ; 
for  it  is  only  natural  for  them  to  hate  and  despise  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  in  the  hearts  of  the  election  of  grace,  though  we  are 
expressly  told  that  it  is  "  by  the  effectual  working  of  His  power 


14) ;  and  we  are  also  told,  "  Thy  people  shaii  be  willing  in  the  day 
of  Thy  power." 

With  respect  to  the  other  point  of  "  Final  perseverance,"  my 
daily  expenence  is  a  daily  proof  of  its  reality ;  for  I  am  continually 
falling  and  constantly  rising,  according  to  the  following  portions — 
"Though  he  fall,  he  shall  not  be  utterly  cast  dovm;"  "The  Lord 
upholdeth  all  that  fall  ;'*  "  R^oice  not  against  me,  C^  mine  enemy, 
when  I  fall  I  shall  arise ;"  "  For  a  just  man  &lleth  seven  times  a 
day,  but  riseth  again."  If  any  could  be  lost  for  sin  and  back- 
sliding, I  am  the  man;  for  never  was  one  of  Adam's  sons  more 
plagued  and  teased  with  sin,  the  world,  flesh,  and  the  devil,  than 
myself.  I  am  always  sinning,  and  yet  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  show 
me  His  wonderful  goodness,  mercy,  and  love;  and  seems 
determined  to  overcome  me  with  lovingkindness.  O,  that  I  could 
sin  less,  and  love  Him  more  ! 

**  I  want  to  loYe»  but  feel  no  power, 
I  sometimes  feel  the  wfll : 
And  though  He  blesses  every  hour, 
I  ain  against  Him  still.** 

The  matchless  love  that  I  have  so  often  felt  and  enjoyed,  will  not, 
cannot  suffer  me  to  fall  finally.  Final  perseverance  by  experience, 
to  us,  is  the  best  proof,  as  we  then  know  our  interest  in  the  blessing 
for  ourselves.  But  I  cannot  pass  t^is  presious  point  without  enter* 
ing  a  little  upon  the  finished  work  of  Christ  which  is  a  sweet 
guarantee  that  every  saint  must  and  shall  persevere  to  the  end* 
t>id  Jesus  finish  the  work  that  the  Father  gave  Him  to  do  ?  Did 
the  Father  express  His  approbation  by  saying,  "  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased  "?     Did  Jesus  rise  firom  the  tomb? 
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Was  He  accepted  ?  Did  He  ascend  to  the  right  hand  of  the 
Father?  Was  he  not  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  did  He  not 
rise  again  for  our  justification?  To  be  sure.  What,  then,  shall 
prevent  His  people  fi:om  arriving  safely  into  glory?  There  can  be 
no  impediment,  no  barrier.  1  love  to  ponder  over  these  precious 
testimonies.  They  are  sure  tests  of  eternal  happiness.  All  that 
Jesus  did  for  His  church,  the  satisfaction  given  to  law  and  justice, 
the  acceptance  of  the  Father,  and  eternal  glorification  of  our 
forerunner,  for  ever  stamps  all  that  he  did  with  eternal  validity. 
Does  Jesus  live  ?  So  must  His  church.  Does  Jesus  rfcign  ?  So 
must  His  beloved.  He  cannot  hate  His  own  flesh:  He  cannot  dis*- 
own  His  poor  brethren ;  He  will,  He  must,  rest  in  His  love. 

Precious  Jesus,  Thy  people,  by  Thy  gracious  help,  can  trust 
Thee,  and  love  Thee ;  for  the  blessed  security  Thy  promise  and 
work  give  them. 

I  am  aware  that  these  precious  truths  are  held  by  many  sound 
nominal  professors;  and  of  themselves  will  not  satisfy  the  true 
children  of  God ;  for  they  desire  to  rest  upon  something  more  sure 
to  themselves:  and  that  is  the  inward  testimony  of  their  conscience, 
a  heart-felt  experience  of  the  truth  in  daily  exercise :  and  1  would 
not  give  a  straw  for  that  man's  testimony  which  is  grounded  on  the 
literal  Word  to  the  exclusion  of  the  spiritual  Word. 

Thus  I  believe  in  the  six  points  from  an  experience  of  their 
reality,  having  seen  and  felt  my  need  of  them,  and  their  suitable-^ 
ness  to  my  case :  and  this  my  testimony  can  only  be  understood 
and  entered  into  by  the  living  in  Jerusalem,  who  have  hearts  to 
understand,  *^ears  to  ear,"  and  eyes  to  see.  Such  are  ^^  living 
epistles"  known  and  read  of  all  spiritual  men.  The  man  who 
knows  and  believes  these  Gospel  doctrines  only  in  the  letter 
(which  is  all  very  well  as  far  as  it  goes),  '^  has  a  jewel  of  gold  in  a 
swine's  snout." 

I  now  return.  1  was  in  many  things  unsettled,  still  going  to  our 
little'  room;    and   if   1   remember  right,   we   had  one    Mr.    G. 

S^ ,  minister  of  Zion  Chapel,  Nottingham,  come  to  visit  us ; 

but  I  cannot  say  1  much  ^admired  bis  preaching  at  that  time.  His 
preaching  appeared  to  me  allegorical  and  mystical.  He,  no  doubt, 
was  a  good  man,  and  an  able  minister,  and  the  fault  might  be  in 
me,  as  in  many  things  1  was  more  nice  than  wise ;  and  my  friends 
did  not  foiget  to  tell  me  that  1  was  wise  above  what  was  written ; 
but  they  did  not  always  tell  me  in  the  spirit  of  meekness,  so  their 
admonition  was  lost  upon  me :  but,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  1  do  not 
like  mystical  and  figurative  preaching.  The  apostles  used  ^*  great 
plainness  of  speech "  (2  Cor.  iii.  12) ;  and  their  "  speech  was  not 
with  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of  the 
Spirit  and  of  power ";  for  the  express  purpose  *^  that  our  faith 
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should  not  eland  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  bnt  in  the  power  of  God" 
(l  Cor.  iL  4,  5);  And  we  live  in  days  when  thousands  upon 
thousands  rest  their  faith  upon  man's  wisdom,  even  amonp:  such  as 
we  hope  better  things  of.  r  or  my  part,  1  care  little  about  the  man 
or  his  appearance ;  I  look  xaore  to  what  he  really  does  say,  than  to 
the  manner  of  delivery ;  and  1  believe,  in  my  very  heart*  that  if 
many  preachers  were  stripped  of  their  ridiciiJotis  postures  and 
noise,  their  preaching,  in  what  they  do  say,  would  not  be  worth 
the  dirt  on  their  shoes*  All  the  spirit  and  power  are  in  the  noise 
and  movements  of  the  man ;  and  many  of  the  simple  ones  in  the 
household  of  faith  are  led  away  by  this  vain  show  of  fleshly  zeal, 
and  too  much  of  this  is  worse  than  preaching  in  an  unmown 
tongue.  It  is  easy  to  be  led  away  irom  ''  the  simplicity  which  is 
in  Christ"  Flowing  language,  fleshly  zeal,  a  display  of  human 
learning,  are  no  criterions  of  a  minister  of  Christ.  My  eyes  were 
open  to  these  thinss  even  then,  and  I  have  thought  a  deal  about 
them  since.  A  mmister  of  the  Spirit  is  a  rare  blessing;  such  an 
one  is  ^'endued  with  power  from  on  high":  they  dare  not  **keep 
back  the  sword  fix)m  biood,"  nor  speak  peace  where  the  Lord  has 
not  spoken  peace.  As  the  Lord's  mouth,  they  must  '<  separate  the 
precious  from  the  vile,"  the  chaff  from  the  wheat.  Such,  and  such 
only,  are  able  to  nourish,  feed,  and  strengthen  the  weak,  *^  build 
up  the  saints  in  their  most  holyfiuth";  root  up,  and  out  error;  such 
are  made  brazen  walls  and  iron  pillars  to  both  the  houses  of  Israel. 
Their  faithful  preaching  feeds  the  sheep,  starves  the  eoats,  and 
drives  the  bastards  away;  and  these,  not  being  satisfied,  meet 
together,  and  Satan  creeps  into  some  old  whited  sepulchres,  well 
furnished  with  letter  learning,  and  in  them  transforms  himself  into 
an  anffel  of  light;  becomes  their  minister,) and  feeds  the  swine 
with  husks,  the  serpents  with  dust  and  dirt,  the  freewillers  with 
lies,  and  the  dead  Calvinists  with  bones — *'  and  so  they  wrap  it  up." 
I  bless  the  I^rd  for  showing  me  these  things,  and  leading  me  to 
know  and  love  ^the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus." 


CHRIST  THE  LIFE  OF  HIS  PEOPLE. 

The  Lord's  children,  like  all  others  of  Adam's  sons  and  daughters, 
live  a  life  of  enmity  and  rebellion  against  God  up  to  the  time  of 
being  made  vdlling  in  the  day  of  His  power.  Outwardly  con- 
sidered, there  is  no  difference  between  them  and  the  serpent's 
seed,  which  is  called  a  generation  of  vipers.  Bom  in  sin  and 
shapen  in  iniquity,  they  wo  astray  from  tne  womb,  speaking  lies, 
living  without  hope  and  without  God  in  the  wond,  and  are 
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**  children  of  wratb,  ewen  as  others.*'    As  thej  are  bom  they  live^ 
and  as  they  live  they  would  die»  were  it  not  for 

"  Sovereign  grace  o*er  Bin  abounding  I  ** 

There  is  an  eternal  line  of  separation  running  through  those 
who  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  grace  and  those  who  are  never 
to  taste  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  never 
makes  the  least  mistake  in  quickening  into  spintual  life.  He 
never  did  and  He  never  will  make  "  willing  in  the  day  of  His 
power**  one  of  the  non-elect.  They  have  no  interest  in 
God's  covenant  because  they  have  no  union  to  God's 
Christ,  and  as  they  are  not  spiritually  interested  in  eternal 
realities,  and  are  wholly  out  of  God's  secret,  they  hate  those  who 
are.  They  have  no  spiritual  life ;  therefore  have  no  discernment 
of  Christ  m  His  body  the  church.  Like  Saul  of  Tarsus,  in  his 
natural  state,  they  cannot  discover  Christ  in  His  members.  But 
He  h  there  notwithstanding,  and  will  not  allow  Himself*  in  them, 
to  be  persecuted  with  impunity*  Could  the  believer  always  live 
with  a  ftill  condciousness  of  his  oneness  with  Christ,  how  much 
happier  would  be  his  life.  Could  he  at  all  times  see  the  closeness 
of  union,  how  it  would  enable  him  to  leave  all  enemies  with  that 
Lord  of  whose  body  he  forms  a  part  Too  often  he  acts  as  though 
he  had  a  distinctive  life  from  Christ ;  but  is  it  so  ?  In  no  wise* 
Paul  once  said,  "  To  me  to  live  is  Christ"  Christ  says,  **  Because 
I  Kve^  ye  shall  live  also."  The  child  of  God,  therefore,  has  no 
life  but  Christ:  and  Christ  never  lives  one  moment  without  His 
Church;  and  He  will  never  be  satisfied  without  having  all  His 
members  glorified  tc^ether  with  Himself  Christ  comprehends 
His  body,  and  every  individual  member ;  and  He  never  sees  one 
misding.  They  are  eternally  watched  over  and  cared  for  by  Him: 
and.  He  told  His  Father  ana  their  Father^  His  God  and  their  God, 
that  tiiey  were  loved  with  the  same  love  as  Himself,  and  that  He 
(Hmself  was  loved  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  (John  xvii> 
But  He  did  not  stop  there ;  but  continued,  ^'  I  have  declared  unto 
them  Thy  name,  and  will  declare  it,  that  the  love  wherewith  Thou 


Christ  is  not  loved  without  His  body,  and  every  individual 
member;  therefore  every  saint,  every  blood-bought  child,  is  as 
secure  iii  the  loye  of  God  as  their  great  and  glorious  Head.  It  is 
not,  then,  whether  I  am  worthy  or  unworthy,  but  is  Christ  worthy? 
If  He  be  worthy,  I  am  one  with  Him,  I  partake  ot  His  worthiness. 
My  condemnation  under  the  law  of  Adam's  transgression  is  not 
more  real — by   virtue  of  union   to  him — ^than  my  justification 
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under  the  Gospel  by  virtue  of  oneness  with  Christ.  Indeed,  I 
have  no  condemnation  under  the  law :  and  why  ?  I  am  not  under 
the  law,  but  under  grace.  But  the  secret  of  mv  non-condemnauon 
is  just  tbis,  '^He  that  knew  no  sin  was  made  sm,  that  we  might  be 
made  the  rigLteousness  of  God  in  Him :" 

"  And  righteoosnefls  without  the  law 
Is  righteonsnefls  without  a  flaw." 

If  Christ  stood  in  my  place.  He  was  dealt  with  as  I  deserve.  If  I 
stand  in  exalted  oneness  with  Jesus,  I  am  dealt  with  according  to 
His  deserts.  If  He  has  been  smitten  by  the  sword  of  justice, 
that  sword  now  is  bound  to  protect  me.  Why  should  He  be 
smitten?  Because  He  bound  Himself  in  the  covenant  to  be 
responsible  for  His  sheep.  He  took  the  death  that  His  people 
incurred,  and  grants  them  the  life  that  He  eternally  possesses,  hie 
died  in  the  flesh  once  for  His  body,  and  put  away  sin  by  the 
sacrifice  of  Himself,  and  was  raised  again  for  the  justification 
of  His  Church,  and  lives  unt5  God  as  the  life,  perfection,  and 
beauty  of  the  Church.  Our  life  in  union  to  the  first  man  is 
bounaed  by  time,  and  subjected  to  circumstances ;  but  our  life  in 
union  to  the  Second  Adam — the  Lord  firom  heaven,  time  cannot 
alter,  circumstances  cannot  interfere  with,  sin  cannot  mar,  and 
death  cannot  invade.  **  Because  I  live,"  is  our  guarantee  of  life. 
He  does  not  mean  to  say  that  He  lives  one  life,  and  we  another ; 
but  "  because  I  live  [in  you],  ye  shall  live  also "  pa  Me"|.  He 
lives  our  Head,  we  live  His  body,  and  members  in  particular.  We 
do  not  live  to  ourselves  or^br  ourselves,  but  to  Him  *^  who  died  for 
us,  and  rose  again."  Our  old  creature  life  is  distinct  firom  our  new 
creature  life-  The  one  is  natural,  the  other  purely  smrituaL  The 
one  is  of  this  world,  the  other  is  not  of  this  world.  The  one  feeds 
upon  husks,  the  other  is  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  the  bread 
com  bruised.  The  one  is  taken  up  with  the  changing  things  of 
time,  the  other  dwells  upon  the  unchanging  realities  of  eternity. 
The  one  is  earthl v,  sensual,  and  devilish ;  the  other  holy,  heavenly, 
and  glorious.  The  first  bears  the  image  of  the  earthy,  the  other 
the  image  of  the  heavenly.  The  one  being  flesh  and  bu>od,  cannot 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  the  other  being  bom  not  of  the  will 
of  man,  flesh,  or  blood,  but  of  God,  enters  into  the  kingdom  of 
both  grace  and  ^lory.  ^^  That  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh  is  flesh, 
and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit.'*  *•  Now,  this  I  say, 
brethren,  that  flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God; 
neither  doth  corruption  inherit  incorruption  "  (I  Cor.  xv.  50). 

A,  W. 

FOOTSTBPS  OF  THE  FLOCK.— Hai  the  "Recluae^  written  any  more  of  her  Path- 
way ?  If  aO|  the  readers  of  the  **  Witness  "  would  like  to  see  it  monthly,  the  flrst  part 
baring  been  yery  much  blessed.     Will  our  daughter  in  the  fiuth  see  to  this  1 — Bo. 
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BfiiitiYED  IN  THE  LoRD, — The  Lord  has  mercifully  brought  us 
though  another  year,  and  we  must  acknowledge  that  goodness 
ai^d  mercy  have  followed  us,  that  not  one  thing  has  failed  of  all  He 
has  promised  us,  and  that  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that 
He  will  equally  lead,  guide,  watch  over,  and  protect  us  during  the 
coming  year.  We  have  ever  proved  Him  faithful,  and  we  always 
shall,  ao  matter  how  long  we  live  upon  this  sin-polluted  earth* 
But  Se  idoes  not  see  fit  to  spare  us  the  allotted  amount  of  trouble 
in  thc^^lliif^, 'an^  wbv  should  He  ?  I  can  say  for  one,  that  I  could 
not  get  oil  j^l^t^q^t plenty  of  trial.  Much  furnace  work  is  needful 
forvme#^,The  Lord  is  determined  to  keep  Adam  the  first  in  the 
dust," and' exalt  alone  His  only  begotten  Son.  Well,  He  alone  is 
wordiy^  for  He  has. redeemed  us  unto  God  by  His  own  blood* 
We  wei^  once  afar  ofi^,  l^ut  are  now  made  nigh,  and  have  peace 
with  God  through  oi^r!  I'Ord  Jesus  Christ.  Christ  died  for  the 
ungodly,  and  i^hile  we  were  sipners  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by 
the  death  of  H^is  Sonj  and  if  we  are  reconciled  by  His  death,  we 
shall  live  in  Hia\,io.  peaceful  harmony  by  His  life.  Our  covenant 
God  and  Father  is  at  all  (im^ s  well  pleased  with  His  Son,  and  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  vkAn  our.unign-oneness  with  Jesus.  The 
Lord  will  not  think  moro'hi^hly  of  jus,  or  love  us  a  bit  better,  when 
we  have  done  with  the  tHin^  of  tii^  and  mortality  is  swallowed 
up  of  life.  In  fact.  His  love  hli^^^^rVl^dei^one  the  least  vari- 
ation since  it  was  first  fixed  upon  us^'^ska^  we  are  well  aware  that 
we  were  loved  in  Christ  before  lime.  Our  lapse  in  Adam  interfered 
not  with  our  eternal  standing  in  love ;  for  our  standing  there  was 
in  all  perfection  and  everlastmg  life.     Our  loss  of  creature  purity 
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in  the  creature,  could  not  touch  our  perfection  of  beauty  in  Christ 
our  Head.  The  covenant  of  peace  between  the  Father  and  Son 
was  so  firmly  established,  that  neither  sin,  Satan,  death,  hell,  nor 
world  could  shake  it  Love  ran  high  above  the  fall,  blood  ran  low 
beneath  the  fall.  Love,  blood,  and  righteousness  could  still  see 
the  Church  in  all  perfection,  despite  all  the  effect  of  Adam's 
transgression.  The  things  which  are  shaken  and  liable  to  shake 
are  not  eternal  things,  but  time-things.  The  old  covenant  of  works 
vanished  away  when  the  eternal  covenant  of  grace  was  developed* 
When  Christ  came  into  His  temple,  or  the  Church's  flesh,  Moses 
went  out  of  his  tabernacle,  Christ  came  to  fulfil  the  work  which 
His  Father  gave  Him  to  do,  and  to  establish  His  Church  upon  the 
law's  honors.  The  Lord  told  Moses  that  he  should  stand  upon 
a  Rock,  but  that  was  not  all ;  for  he  was  also  put  by  God  Himself 
into  the  clift  of  the  Rock.  We  understand  that  by  standmg  upon 
the  Rock,  the  law  was  established  upon  Christ,  and  being  put  into 
the  clift  of  the  Rock  proved  that  there  was  no  shelter  but  in  the 
wounded  side  of  Jesus.  Moses  the  law  giver,  and  Christ  the  law 
fulfiller,  could  meet  together  in  the  Rock;  and  the  Lord  Himself 
buried  Moses,  and  thus  became  the  end  of  the  lawfer  righteousness 
to  His  Church.  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  and  what  Kent 
says  is  vei^  blessed : 

"In  the  wounds  of  Jesus  dain 
'Tis  sweet  to  read  tiie  law." 

Christ  is  our  smitten  Rock  and  wounded  Shepherd,  In  Him  we 
are  at  all  times  safe.  We  can  well  afford  to  smile  at  the  rage  and 
fury  of  all  our  foes.  They  must  dethrone  Christ  ere  they  can 
overcome  us.  If  Christ  is  above  their  reach,  so  are  we.  How  is 
this?  *'  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  spirit :  now  the  Lord 
is  that  Spirit:  but  Christ  is  all  and  in  all."  He  is  our  high  tower 
and  impregnable  wall.  Within  this  enclosure,  how  safe  are  we  I 
How  happy  are  we !  Cause  indeed  have  we  to  be  joyfiil  in  the 
Lord;  for  our  encircling  wall  is  composed  of  fire.  Who  dare 
approach  it  ?  Who  would  have  the  temerity  to  near  it  ?  This  is 
Job's  hedge  and  Satan's  match.  No  evil  beast  dare  draw  near ;  no 
roaring  lion  can  harm  those  who  are  so  highly  favoured  as  to  be 
inside.  The  wall  is  deeper  than  hell,  what  can  the  dev^'  do  ?  it  is 
higher  than  heaven,  what  can  Satan  know? 

''  In  vain  the  tempter  snmmon'd  all 
His  black,  infernal  crew, 
He  ne'er  could  cause  this  fence  to  fall, 
Or  force  a  passage  through.** 

The  Lord  says,  *^  I  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  about,  and 
the  glory  in  the  midst ;"  so  that  this  wall  is  no  less  than  Deity 
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itself.  Yes,  it  is  the  eternal  power  and  Godhead  of  oar  glorious 
Christ  It  is  the  good  fold  of  the  sreat  Shepherd.  It  is  the  gaiden 
enclosure.  It  is  the  ring-fence  of  the  Church.  It  is  the  impr^^ 
nable  fortress  of  every  blood-bought  son  and  daughter.  It  is  the 
Almighty'  shidd  and  protection  of  every  trembling  saint  It  is  a 
wall  of  ufe,  a  wall  of  love,  a  wall  of  fire,  and  a  wdl  of  blood.  If 
a  wall  of  life,  death  cannot  pass  it  If  a  wall  of  fire,  enemies 
cannot  approach  it  If  a  wall  of  blood,  sin  cannot  break  it  down. 
Indeed  it  is  a  solid  rock  that  will  stand  every  stormy  wind  and 
tempest ;  and  O  the  mercy,  to  know  that  we  are  inside  I 

Ye  Baints,  who  dwell  in  CLrist  the  Sock» 

Hid  in  by  Qod's  decree, 
How  can  your  base  sustain  a  shock? 

How  can  you  ruin  see  ?  •. 

The  Lord  says,  "  A  garden  enclosed  is  my  sister  spouse*"  Who 
can  break  through  the  enclosure  ?  If  we  are  inside ;  and,  bless 
God,  we  are,  whatever  storms  there  are,  they  must  be  against  the 
walk  Yes.  as  it  was  with  the  inmates  of  Koah's  Ark,  no  angrv 
waters  could  touch  them,  and  why  ?  Simpl  v  because  they  were  all 
inside.  Hence  the  Ark  must  be  shattered,  ere  they  are  exposed 
to  the  raging  elements.     One  of  our  poets  sweetly  hints  at  this — 

"  To  make  the  preservation  sure, 
Jehovah  shut  hhn  in." 

This  is  the  secret,  beloved.  The  Lord  shut  him  in ;  and  has  He 
not  shut  you  and  I  in  our  glorious  Christ  ?  Are  we  not  as  safe  in 
Him  as  was  Noah  in  the  Ark?  Can  you  question  yotir  safety? 
Can  you  doubt  your  security  ? 

'*  Not  more  secure  that  fevourM  few 

That  o*er  the  deluge  rodoi 

For  what  shall  ever  injure  yon. 

Ye  edged-about  by  GodT 

Christ  says,  "  O,  my  dove,  in  the  clefts  of  the  Rock !"  He  declares 
her  to  be  in,  and  He  will  never  put  her  out.  She  was  there  in 
eternity,  she  is  there  through  time,  and  she  will  be  there  to  an 
eternal  day.  Beloved,  do  you  feel  your  safety  ?  Are  you  sure  of 
your  eternal  well-being  in  Christ?  Is  He  your  life?  What  does 
the  great  Jehovah  say  of  Him  ?  ^'  Let  Reuben  live,  and  not  die ; 
and  let  not  his  men  be  few."  This  lei  of  our  God  secures  the  life 
of  the  whole  Church:  guarantees  the  life  of  every  member  of  this 
spiritual  Reuben.  But  what  does  Reuben  say  to  each  of  those 
forming  His  one  body?  "Because  I  live,  ye  shall  livfe  also.** 
Hence,  if  He  lives  we  live ,  and  why  ?     We  are  His  body,  He  is. 
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our  life.  In  Him  we  are  always  alive^  but  in  our  feelings  we  are 
not  at  all  times  lively.  Naturally  we  do  not  pronounce  a  person 
dead  when  they  are  dull.  We  are  often  dark  in  mind,  but  not 
dead  in  soul.  We  feel  death  within,  but  dead  persons  cannot  feel. 
The  dead  know  not  anything ;  but  we  know  tiiat  we  are  nothing, 
and  Christ  is  all.  Our  barrenness  cannot  unfit  us  for  His  fruitful- 
ness,  neither  can  our  deadness  disqualify  us  for  His  life.  Our 
poverty  can  be  no  barrier  to  His  riches,  our  sins  can  be  no  impe- 
diment to  His  blood.  We  are  at  all  times  suitable  for  our  Lord, 
ev^r  adapted  for  our  precious  Christ.  'Tis  true,  we  sometimes 
resolve  upon  taking  the  man  down  a  little  present ;  but  he  says, 
"  Who  hath  required  this  at  your  hands?"  We  sometimes  want  to 
serve  the  Lord ;  but  He  would  have  us  to  sit  still  at  His  table, 
while  He  waits  upon  us  Himself.  He  comes  not  to  be  ministered 
unto,  but  at  all  times  to  minister.  He  says,  *^  All  things  are  now 
ready."     What  next  ?    "  Come,  and  dine." 

"  Let  not  consdence  make  you  linger. 
Nor  of  fitness  fondly  dream : 
All  the  fitness  He  reqnireth* 
Is  to  feel  yonr  need  of  Him : 

This  He  gives  yon, 
'Tis  the  Spirit's  rising  beam." 

Never  expect  to  be  anything  in  yourself  but  a  sinner,  and  then 
you  will  be  always  suitable  for  Ohnst.  Never  desire  to  be  anything 
short  of  a  bankrupt  in  yourself,  for  that  is  a  sufficient  qualification 
for  the  great  Surety.  You  have  not  a  farthing  to  pay  of  heaven's 
coin;  you  have  not  a  rag  to  cover  you  of  heaven's  making.  The 
blood  of  Christ  is  the  alone  coin  current  with  God :  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ  is  the  only  dress  that  will  admit  you  at  the  marriage 
supper.  Blood  divine  was  the  price  to  pay  for  your  debt,  and 
that  alone  could  cancel  the  debt-book.  The  great  Jehovah  de- 
manded payment  at  the  hand  of  your  Head  and  Surety,  and  He 
got  all  He  asked.     What  b  the  blessed  effect  ? 

*'  In  thy  Surety  then  art  free, 
His  dear  hands  -were  pierc'd  for  the^ 
With  His  spotless  yestore  on. 
Holy  as  the  Holy  One."  -^ 

Christ  has  done  everything  for  you:  your  peace  is  made  with 
God.  As  an  inhabitant  of  the  Rock,  you  have  good  cause  to  sing, 
and  shout  from  the  top  of  the  mountain.  It  is  upon  the  mountain 
top  the  feast  is  prepared,  and  it  is  there  where  death  is  swallowed 
up  in  victory,  and  it  is  there  where  the  veil  is  rent,  and  it  is  there 
wnere  the  handful  of  com  is  to  be  found.  It  is  there  where  we 
are  loved,  blessed,  saved,  called,  justified,  andglorified«     ^  And  He 


TO  THE   8A1NT8   IN   THE    NORTH.  149 

blessed  him  there."  Ohild  of  God,  He  has  blessed  you  there,  and 
blessed  you  forever.  Nothing  can  reverse  it;  nothing  can  impede 
it.    Indeed  it  is 

"  His  delighft  to  make  you  blesly 

And  Utc  upon  Hi«  Ioto." 

And  what  shall  I  more  say  ?  Why  this :  ^^  But  the  lad  knew  not 
anything:  only  Jonathan  and  David  knew  the  matter."  No, 
beloved,  Christ  and  your  soul  alone  know  the  matter ;  the  lad 
knows  not  anything.  **  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that 
fear  Him  ;  and  He  will  show  them  His  covenant." 

"  Here  let  the  weary  rest. 

Who  love  the  SaTiour*8  name, 
Thoufffa  with  no  sweet  enjoyment  blest. 
This  coyenant  stands  the  same.'* 

Many  and  hearty  thanks,  beloved,  for  the  **  cup  of  cold  water" 
just  received,  flow  good  of  the  Lord  to  induce  you  to  send  the 
Tuyo  Pounds  I  He  well  knew  how  much  I  needed  it,  and  how 
nicely  it  fitted.  He  would  not  let  me  go  to  the  creature  for  help ; 
and  I  find  it  a  blessed  privilege  to  simply  tell  Him  all.  When  He 
fails,  then  I  may  be  induced  to  try  the  creature ;  but,  bless  His 
dear  name,  He  sends  me  such  wondrous  supplies  without  fee  or 
reward.  He  sometimes  tries  me  verv  close  ;  but  this  He  does  to 
prove  me ;  for  He  Himself  knows  what  He  intends  to  do.  I  am 
still  on  the  look  out,  for  something  now  whispers,  *^  Thou  shalt  see 
greater  things  than  these.''  *^  Faithful  is  He  who  has  promised, 
who  will  also  do  it''  Yes,  I  can  add  my  hearty  Amen  at  this 
moment  to— 

^Whenever  His  children  have  need, 
His  goodness  will  find  out  a  way." 

Rent-day  found  me  without  as  many  shillings  as  it  wanted  pounds 
to  pav  with ;  and  many  other  debts  were  staring  me  in  the  face ; 
but,  bless  the  Lord,  the  rent  was  ready  before  the  old  year  had 
run  out  So  &ithful  was  my  God  I  He  knows  where  to  put  His 
hand  upon  gold  or  silver,  and  claim  it  for  me  His  child  ;  for  the 
gold  and  the  silver  are  His«  This  I  often  tell  Him,  and  He  proves 
to  me  again  and  again  that  it  is  no  untruth.  What  a  storehouse 
I  have  got  I  What  a  treasury  I  possess  I  Wliat  untold  wealth  I 
can  call  my  own  I  Indeed  I  can  at  this  moment  say,  ^^  The  Lord 
is  my  Shepherd;  I  shall  not  want" 

I  do  feel  that  my  dear  friends  in  the  Norths  though  fewy  are 
staunch ;  and  I  can  at  this  time  heartily  and  unfeignedly  diank 
them  for  all  their  kindness  to  me.  Glad,  right  glad,  shall  I  be 
when  the  Lord  sends  me  among  them  with  another  message  of  love ; 
and  I  do  not  think  that  the  time  is  far  distant,  although  there  seems. 
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at  present,  not  a  glimmer  of  hope  of  sach  a  thing  being  brought 
about.  It  just  strikes  the  mind  now  oh  one  day  of  famine  it  seemed 
impossible  that  the  next  would  prove  a  day  of  plenty;  but  so  it 
was ;  and  it  is  sweet  to  remember  that  it  was  our  own  God  who 
brought  it  about.  Can  He  not  do  the  like  again  ?  Dare  we  limit 
him?  Can  we;%d  it  in  our  heiurt  to  circumscribe  Him?  The 
poor  widow»  who  was  left  by  her  husband  in  debt,  and  was  just 
about  to  have  her  only  two  boys  torn  from  her  as  bondsmen,  could 
face  all  her  creditors  when  our  wonder-working  God  set  the  oil 
running.  She  had  everything  in  the  house,  and  yet  it  seemed 
"  only  a  pot  of  oil.^*  She  could  not  see  all  bills  paid  in  that  drop  of 
oil.  She  could  not  see  support  for  herself  and  household  in  that 
tiny  drop  of  liquid.  But  so  it  wa?.  Beloved^  we  have  the  same 
wonder-working  God.  Are  you  anxiously  looking  forward  to  some 
trying  event?  Need  you?  What  says  your  Lord?  "  Be  careful 
for  nothing."  What  more  does  He  say  ?  Why  this :  **  Be  content 
with  such  things  as  ye  have;  for  it  is  written,  I  will  never  leave 
thee,  nor  forsake  thee." 

*<  Bnougb,  my  gracious  GK>dy 
Let  faith  triumphant  cry, 
Hy  soul  can  on  this  promise  lire, 
Can  on  this  promise  die.*' 

I  must  now  draw  this  epistle  to  a  close^  heartily  hoping  that  the 
reader  will  be  as  much  blessed  as  the  writer.  It  is  sweet  to  meet 
together  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  and  know  that  time  and  space 
have  nothing  to  do  with  us  there. 

We  are  all  now  well  in  health,  and  my  wife  joins  me  in  best  love 
to  all  real  friends ;  and,  with  me,  would  again  like  to  meet  fade-to- 
face.  We  often  talk  of  you;  and,  no  doubt,  you  frequently  speak 
of  us.  Indeed  it  was  only  last  night  that  I  was,  in  my  dream, 
preaching  to  you  in  our  dear  old  ^<  Bethesda."  Shall  I  ever  preach 
there  again?  Will  you  ever  hear  Jesus  preached  there  again? 
The  Lord  alone  knows.     All  things  are  possible  with  our  God. 

Farewell.     Ever  yours  affectionately, 

A.  WlLOOOBLfiON. 

10,  Eirkby  Place,  Plymouth,  January  4th,  1867. 


LOVE  AND  SYMPATHY. 


Deaely  beloved  in  OUR  PRECIOUS  LoRD^ — ^lu  His  dear  name  I 
greet  you  once  more  in  the  wilderness.  He  is  a  Friend  that  loveth 
at  all  times,  and  a  Brother  bom  for  adversity;  and  His  sweet 
companionship  keeps  us  from  fainting  in  the  day  of  adversity,  or 


LQVK   AND    SYMPATHY.  151 

tuhiing  bafekin  tbe  day  of  batde.  The  storts  of  out*  spiritual  Joseph 
are  broiight  out  when  the  fiimiue  in  our  own  land  drives  us  awiay 
fiom  all  creature  resoilrces.     **  Regard  not  your  stuff;  for  the  good 
of  all  the  lend  is  before  you.**    And  when  we  haye  no  migm  or 
poiwer  against  this  great  company,  and  know  not  what  to  do,  but 
our  eyes  are  up  unto  Thee,  then  we  prove  that  the  victory  is  tbe 
Lord's  as  well  as  the  battle ;  and  we  stand  still  and  siee  His  salva- 
tion.    I  felt  much  to  hear  that  yom  are  still  in  the  storm ;  but  it 
seems  the  Lord's  pleasure  that  you  should  see  His  works  and  wottdefs 
in  tiiedeep^  and  how  blessedly  He  upholds  you,  that  your  faith 
fail  not;  so  that  you  cbd.  feelingly  say,  ^^  None  of  these  dungs  move 
me^  neither  CQimt  I  my  life  dear  unto  myselfi  that  I  may  finish  my 
course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I  have  received  of  the 
Lord  Jesus."    It  is  very  strengthening  to  hear  you  sing  His  praise 
while  all  these  things  look  to  be  against  you ;  but  you  can  say  with 
Pavid,  <^The  Lord  is  on  my  side,  I  will  not  fear  what  flesh  can  do 
unto  me."    ^^  Thy  place  of  defence  is  the  munitions  of  Rocks ; 
bread  shall  be  given,  diy  waters  shall  be  sure."    The  Lord  does  not 
put  us  in  the  power  of  creatures  as  to  our  supply,  but  He  takes 
them  into  His  hands,  and  uses  them  as  He  pleases,  saying  to  one 
go^  and  he  goeth — ^he  hath  done  his  work — to  another  come,  and 
he  cometh  to  fulfil  the  Lord's  purpose.     Even  the  birds  of  the  air, 
and  the  beasts  of  the  field,  shall  be  His  servitors :  the  raven  shall 
fly  with  a  meal  to  His  prophet,  and  the  dead  lion  and  the  jaw  bone 
of  an  ass  contain  supply  for  the  refreshment  of  His  servant ;  for 
^'  when  the  Lard's  people  have  need.  His  goodness  will  6nd  out  a 
way."     I  thank  you  very  muqh  for  your  last  letter :  it  was  most  sa- 
voury and  refreshing  to  my  spirit  over  and  over  again.    I  have 
been  in  affliction  of  body  ever  since  Ohristmas ;  but  our  dear  Lord 
has  been  sweedy  with  me,  causing  His  consolations  to  abound,  and 
^ving  me  blessed  foretastes  of  that  fulness  of  joy  which  is  in  His 
presence.    I  marvel  greatly  at  His  condescension  to  such  a  poor, 
unworthy  nothing  creature,  who  mdeed  am  not  worthy  of  the  leasr 
of  all  His  mercies  and  truth. 

About  Christmas  I  seemed  to  be  fast  nearing  to  the  ^^  haven  of 
rest,"  and  thought  my  escape  was  hastened  from  the  windj^  storm 
and  tempest^  and  that  with  the  wings  of  a  dove  I  was  flying  to  the 
bosom  of  my  Beloved,  and  should  just  directly  be  at  rest  for  ever; 
but  I  am  here  yet,  and  probably  may  be  further  strengthened  when 
the  weather  is  warmer,  though  not  likely  to  be  in  health  again  in 
the  fledb ;  yet  He  is  the  health  of  my  countenance  and  my  God. 
I  find  indeed  that  I  am  not  out  of  the  reach  of  storms  and  trials, 
and  cannot  journey  &r  without  some  heartache  or  other ;  but  there 
is  balm  in  Gilead^  and  a  Physician  there,  who  does  not  scorn  to 
notice  my  least  complaint;  and  many  times  has  He  said  to  my  poor 
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heart,  ''peace,  be  still,**  when  it  has  been  full  of  anmish:  and  when 
the  storm  has  gathered  thick,  and  thundered  lond^  He  has  stayed 
my  fears  with,  *^  It  is  I,  be  not  afraid :"  and  faith  can  say,  ''  I  will 
fear  no  evil;  for  Thou  art  with  me*'*    Most  sweet  have  been  those 
verses,  1  Cor.  iii.  21,  22,  28 — '*  All  thin^  are  yours."     It  looks 
as  if  our  dear  Lord  had  bequeathed  to  us  life,  and  death,  and  crea- 
tures, in  union-privile^,  to  be  for  His  glory,  and  do  us  no  harm. 
^  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it ;  I  will  water  it  every  moment ;  lest  any 
hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it  night  and  day.**    ''  Thou  makest  darkness, 
and  it  is  night,  when  all  the  beasts  of  the  forest  do  creep  forth ;" 
but  still,  kept  by  the  power  of  Ood  we  are  safe,  still  ''all  things  are 
yours."    I  find  when  I  look  at  creatures  and  things  they  are  too 
much  for  me ;  but  it  is  when  looking  unto  Jesus  1  understand  "  all 
thinff  are  yours."    All  the  changes,  and  shakings,  and  forsakings, 
whioi  come  to  pass,  are  all  for  our  good«     The  other  day  those 
words  were  very  sweet, "  as  a  sheep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so 
He  opened  not  His  mouth."    Shearing  the  sheep  is  taking  from  it 
what  had  been  warm  and  comfortable;  and  when  our  precious  Lord 
was  led  to  the  slaughter,  "all  His  disciples  forsook  Him  and  fled." 
'^  Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me,  and  mine  acquaint- 
ance into  darkness."     '^  I  looked  for  some  to  take  pity,  but  there 
was  none,  and  for  comforters,  but  I  found  none."     "  My  God,  my 
God,  why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me  ?"     This  was  sheanng  indeed, 
yet  He  opened  not  His  mouth  to  draw  back  from  that  bond  by 
which  He  gave  Himself  for  her,  because  He  loved  her.     Oh  I  what 
a  "companion  in  tribulation"  is  a  precious  Jesus  I    How  He  has" 
ffone  before,  and  in  all  things  has  the  pre-eminence ;  buffetings  from 
His  enemies,  forsakings  of  His  friends ;  of  all  suffering  and  death 
He  had  the  substance,  and  has  left  us  but  the  harmless  part, 
sweetened  with  His  precious  love  and  sympathy.     Most  truly  nave 
I  felt  this  in  mv  affliction.     I  did  enjoy  that  m  your  last — "  The 
inhabitant  shall  not  say  I  am  sick,  the  people  that  dwell  therein 
shall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity,"    Dwelling  in  Christ,  we  realize 
forgiveness  m  full.     My  heart  has  often  gone  out  towards  you  in 
affection,  longing  to  thank  you  for  your  precious  letter;  but  I 
felt  "  I  cannot  go,  for  I  am  a  child,"  so  ignorant  and  foolish  I    But 
I  do  long  to  know  how  you  are  going  on,  and  if  I  may  have  another 
line  should  be  very  glad.  *  May  the  Lord  bless  the  Word  through 
your  mouth  to  many,   so  will  His  house  be  filled  with  guests. 
How  wonderful  that  you  should  be  at  Plymouth  again  I    I  want  to 
know  how. your  bodily  health  is.     May  the  Lord  incline  your 
heart  to  write.     Cannot  tell  you  how  welcome  the  disease  in  my 
body  has  been,  because  it  seems  to  speak  of  home;   it  is  the 
"token,"  as  Banyan  calls  it,  that  before  long  I  must  cross  the 
river.     I  have  sometimes  had  shrinkings  from  the  article  of  death, 


THB  ABSORBING  THEME  OF  UNION.  153 

but  that  word  above,  ^all  are  youre,  ftc."  is  a  cordjal  to  my  heart. 
Death  comes  in  union  to  Jesus  without  any  sting :  and  the  joy  is, 
"  absent  from  the  body,  present  with  the  Lord.** 
From  yours  in  our  loyely  Lord  the  Lamb, 

Very  afiPectionately,  Ruth. 


THE  ABSORBING  THEME  OF  UNION. 

Beloved  of  God, — I  find  it  in  my  heart  to  address  you  as  one 
highly  favoured,  and  greatly  beloved  in  the  Church  of  the  living 
God.  Still  you  are  no  more  loved  than  the  other  members  of  that 
one  body ;  for  all  are  loved  and  cared  for  alike.  The  goodness  of 
God  is  snowered  down  upon  them  all  in  rich  abundance,  and  their 
souls  are  blessed  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in 
Christ;  so  that  there  is  no  lack  to  any  member.  What  an  unspeak- 
able mercy  it  is  for  you  to  know  that  your  name  is  written  in 
heaven !  Why  should  you  be  so  highly  favoured  when  thousands 
of  Adam's  generation  have  no  interest  in  the  truth  ?  ^  It  is  because 
of  the  choice  of  the  Father  in  eternity.  His  eye  fell  upon  you,  as 
a  unit  in  the  one  and  only  pure-  union,  and  your  name  was  at 
once  transcribed  in  the  heart  of  a  precious  Redeemer,  and  that  is 
now  your  heaven  and  your  glory;  nor  do  you  require  or  need  any 
other  resting  place.  This  heavenly  writing  was  typified,  or  opened 
up  to  the  Church  by  an  ordination  under  the  Levitical  dispen- 
sation. Upon  the  breast-plate  of  the  high  priest  was  written  the 
names  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  thus  showing  forth  the  entirety 
of  the  people.  Not  one  could  thus  be  left  out  All  the  different 
members  of  the  families  of  Israel  were  included  in  the  name  of 
their  head.  So  is  it  in  the  Church.  All  the  members  are  reckoned 
in  their  glorious  Head,  and  is  is  impossible  for  one  to  be  missing : 
and  as  the  high  priest  bore  these  names  in  intercession  before  God, 
and  pleaded  tor  the  sins  of  all  the  people,  so  our  Great  Intercessor 
bears  all  the  sheep  of  the  fold  before  the  Father,  and  their  sins 
are  all  annihilated  by  His  atoning  blood.  There  is,  however,  one 
great  difierence  between  the  earthly  and  the  heavenly.  The  high 
priest  of  old  used  to  bear  the  names  of  the  tribes  outside  his  breast; 
but  Jesus  the  High  Priest  of  our  profession  (possession  too)  bears 
the  names  inside  flis  breast — in  His  great  neart  of  everlasting 
love.  In  one  case  there  was  danger  of  the  names  being  erased. 
In  the  other  there  is  no  such  possibility ;  for  no  canker,  or  decay, 
can  ever  penetrate  to  the  warm  everlasting  heart  of  our  glorious 
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Kininiftn  and. Redeemer.    Thete  %  ihetetore^  no  redsofn  why  yoa 
sbtMild  faint  or  de8{)air  by  the  way ;  bat  thc^re  is  every  cause  for 
rejoicing  that  nothing  can  ever  alter  yotir  eternal  standing  in  the 
Lamb  of  God.   By  having  your  name  in  His  hearty  it  is  eqnivalent 
to  being  '^  found  in  Him.^'    This  is  a  precious  place  to  be  found 
in*     Hundreds  would  try  to  force  themselves  in  by  sundry  jumps 
and  jerks  which  they  call  good  works,  but  this  cannot  be.     If 
they  are  not  found  in  Him,  they  never  can  enter  there,  and  no 
action  of  theirs  vHllI   be  of  the  slightest  avail  to  obtain  eternal 
blessings.    The  bletsings  of  Gpd  ore  not  obtained  this  way.    They 
are  all  fixed  in  eternity,  and  treasured  up  in  Christ;  kept  in  Him 
jeoDpTCssly  for  His  membeis,  and  distributed  according  to  the  will 
of  God*<^not  according  to  our  m&At,  oar  goodness,  our  piety,  our 
prayers,  or  even  our  bad  deeds ;  but  accordii^  to  His  mercy  He 
saved  us,  and  save  us  to  partake  of  His  choice  treasures :  and  now 
w«  partake  of  uiese  heavenly  gifts,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so  as  long 
as  God  has  any  to  give,  and  we  know  that  will  be  for  ever  and  ever. 
The  CSiurch  of  Christ  is  sure  of  food.    <«  Her  bread  shall  be  given, 
and  her  water  cnire/'    This  is  the  bread  which  came  down  from 
heaven,  on  vHbich  all  the  children  of  God  feed  and  are  satisfied; 
Jthis  is  also  the  water  of  life,  as  we  read,   '<  There  is  a  river,  the 
streams  whereof  make  glad  the  dty  of  God." 

Beloved,  you  have  tasted  this  bread,  and  drunk  large  draughts 
of  this  Tefreshing  water,  hence  you  can  spestk  confidently  of  its 
healing  and  preserving  qualities.  The  woman  at  the  well  was  at 
iixat  astonished  at  the  life  which  it  could  maintain,  but  it  was  her 
natural  mind  that  could  not  comprehend  the  great  mystery  of  living 
on  Jesus*  Afiierwards,  when  her  eyes  were  enlightened,  and  she 
looked  alone  upon  her  precious  Beloved,  she  would  thmk  how 
foolish  was  her  carnal  request  for  the  water,  that  she  might  have 
no  finther  trouble  in  drawing.  The  religionists  of  the  present  day 
•are  very  Ibnd  of  hewing  wood,  and  drawing  water  for  the  Loto, 
but  this  woman  wanted  bodily  rest,  instead  of  which  she  found  a 
spiritual  rest  which  is  prepared  for  all  the  people  of  God.  When 
this  child  of  God  was  once  refreshed  with  the  living  water,  no 
doubt  she  would  have  a  desire  for  further  supplies  of  this  dear 
mercy.  Her  soul  would  hunger  and  thirst  for  the  righteousness  of 
God,  and  the  desires  of  her  heart  would  be  satisfied.  Why  was  it 
that  this  woman  of  all  the  people  in  Samaria  should  receive  a  visit 
from  Jesus  ?  Was  it  by  chance  she  met  with  Jesus  at  the  well  ? 
The  Word  of  God  answers,  *^  He  must  needs  go  through  Samaria*'' 
The  whole  narrative  is  explained  in  this  short  sentence.  It  if 
upon  this  great  principle — ^^  must  needs" — that  all  events  and  cir- 
cumstances have  ever  occurred.     It  is  due  to  the  fixed  determi- 
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hatioti  of  God  that  all.  ^  the  flock  of  slaught^"  are  brought  to 
realise  their  sonflhip  and  co-heirship  with  their  elder  Brother. 
Whatever  is  fixed  must  oome  to  pass. 

If  the  time  arriTes  finr  you  to  agun  preach  the  glorious  gospel 
to  the  few  in  HuU,  nothing  can  deter  jou ;  for  God's  will  imist  be 
done,  in  spite  of  either  devib  or  men.  If  the  eternal  puiposea  of 
Jehovah  conld  in  any  particular  be  frustrated,  then  tneoe  is  no 
safety  for  the  Church  of  God,  but  all  depends  on  chance. .  But  we 
are  not  of  them  who  believe  in  uncertainty.  We  believe  in  the 
certain  safety  and  durability  of  the  Church,  and  upon  these  grounds* 
that  <^  Jesus  is  the  same  yesterdav,  to-day,  and  tot  ever."  Thu 
is  quite  sufficient  for  the  people  of  God.     They  exclaim, 

<*  Once  in  Him»  in  Him  for  ever* 

Thus  the  etenml  coveaant  standi." 

This  is  in  respcHise  to  the  declaration  of  Jesus  when  in  the  flesh, 
**  I  give  unto  my  sheep  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never  perish." 
What  can  you  or  I  want  more  than  this  blessed  portion  applied 
to  our  soub?  It  is  the  marrow  and  fatness  of  the  gospel.  It  sets 
forth  the  sovereignty  of  Jesus  as  God  over  all,  dispensing  His 
favours  as  He  pleases.  When  He  gives,  none  can  take  away. 
'*  The  gold  and  silver  are  His,"  and  so  are  ^^  the  cattle  upon  a 
thousand  hills."  He  gives  to  each  bis  proper  portion.  Some  of  the 
children  of  God  are  excessively  poor :  their  om^den  seems  almost 
unbearable ;  but  the  Lord  gives  strength  equal  to  the  d^.    If  He 

fives  poverty,  it  is  for  His  own  glory  and  the  good  of  His  child, 
f  He  gives  more  than  a  sufficiency  of  worldly  goods^  it  is  to  fulfil 
his  great  intentions.  Both  are  blessings ;  but  how  hard  to  under- 
stand I  Both  are  gifts  firom  God,  and  whatever  He  gives  to  the 
Church  is  for  the  best.  All  things  are  working  together  for  the 
best  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  called  aeeording  to 
His  purpose.  Things  often  seem  at  cross  purooses  with  us.  Losses 
and  crosses  are  very  annoying  to  the  natural  mind,  and  the  devil 
is  never  slow  to  take  every  advantage  which  God  allows  him,  to 
tease  the  children  of  the  kmgdom.  But  this  is  all  Satan  can  do. 
He  cannot  transform  a  child  of  God  into  his  own  offspring,  though 
to  hear  him  talk  you  might  fancy  he  was  Omnipotent.  He  is 
always  ready  to  attack  a  poor,  forlorn  Job ;  but  all  the  time  he  is 
bound  by  God's  decree,  and  can  no  more  spiritually  harm  a  child 
of  God,  than  he  can  harm  God.  Whatever  temptations,  losses,  or 
crosses,  we  have,  they  are  all  among  the  good  gifts  of  God;  for 
the  less  we  are  taken  up  with  the  toys  and  baubles  of  this  life,  the 
more  we  are  taken  up  with  the  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  God, 
which  is  Jesus  Himself.  Nor  can  we  be  taken  up  with  a  worthier 
object,  or  taken  to  a  sweeter  house  of  love.    Then  the  preciousness 
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of  redeeming  love  is  clearly  seen.  Then  the  soul  quafb  the  ^Iden 
goblet  of  the  wellspring  of  life.  Then  she  sings,  "  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  hath  redeemed  us  from  among  men." 
Blessed  discrimination  I  Then  the  deep  sorrows  of  life,  that  gnaw 
and  vex  the  heart,  are  as  a  thing  of  the  past;  for  they  are  all 
forgotten  in  the  glory  revealed ;  they  do  not  enter  the  mind,  because 
the  love  of  Jesus  fills  every  crevice,  and  leaves  no  room  for  doubts 
and  fear.  What  poor,  fearful  creatures  we  are  !  We  are  often- 
times aiiraid  of  the  shadow  of  tribulation,  and  what  a  long  shadow 
it  casts.  When  the  sun  of  Righteousness  is  low  down  in  the 
horizon  of  our  spiritual  life,  the  ]£adow  of  earthly  thing|S  lengthen 
out  considerably,  and  the  comins  darkening  of  the  night  of  fear 
causes  our  souls  to  sink  in  despondency,  until  the  dear  Lord  again 
arises  with  healing  in  His  beams,  dispelling  the  mists  that  have 
gathered  around  our  abode.  And  then  the  night  is  changed  to 
light,  and  the  fretful  flickering  of  the  few  stars  of  hope  is  completely 
outdone  by  the  presence  of  the  Sun  in  His  glorious  fulness.  In 
this  way  the  life  of  the  real  child  is  alternated.  The  view  on  the 
top  of  the  everlasting  hills  is  sweet  enjoyment  after  the  nervous 
existence  among  the  snadows  of  the  dark  valleys.  How  often  would 
we  rise  above  the  sandy  flesh,  and  plume  ourselves  with  the  pinions 
of  everlasting  love,  being  absent  from  the  body,  and  present  with 
the  Lord* 

My  wife  joins  me  in  love-' to  yourself  and  yours.      Drop  a  line 
soon.  Yours,  very  afiectionately, 

G.  Stephenson. 

Hull,  March  8rd,  1867. 


SECURITY  IN  CHRIST. 


How  loTiiiff  IB  my  Friend  f 
How  £u3)ful  is  my  God ! 

His  mercy  knows  no  end, 
For  me  He  shed  His  blood : 

He  trod  the  winepress  all  alone. 

When  for  my  sin  He  did  atone. 

How  gracious  is  His  look  f 
How  loving  is  His  smile  ! 

How  willingly  He  took 
His  Chorch's  sin  and  gaile  f 

He  bore  the  sorrows  of  His  bride. 

And  suffered  for  her  hell  beside. 

How  safe  in  Him  the  Bock ! 

How  blest  in  Him  their  God  ! 
Are  all  the  little  flock, 

For  whom  He  shed  His  blood :  - 
Secure  in  Him  they  ever  dwell. 
Above  the  reach  of  death  and  bell. 


Why  should  the  Shepherd  take 

The  place  of  all  His  sheep? 
Why  should  the  sword  awake. 

And  enter  in  Him  deep  ) 
Because  He  swore  He'd  bear  the  bUme, 
And  take  His  people's  sin  and  shi^e. 

What  matchless  love  and  grace  f 

What  mercy  rich  and  free  ! 
He  took  our  lowest  place. 

He  hung  upon  the  tree : 
The  door  was  opened  in  His  side* 
To  form  an  entrance  for  His  bride. 

In  Him  we  now  sit  down  : 

In  Him  we  feel  at  home : 
On  us  He  cannot  frown. 

From  Him  we  cannot  roam  : 
We  sit  with  Him  in  highest  bliss,  ^ 
We  call  Him  ours,  He  calls  us  His. 

A.  W. 
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And  It  is  impossible  to  have  a  more  glorious  object,  or  a  more 
blessed  subject.  It  is  "  Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of  glory  whom  we 
preach  ;"  and  this  is  a  secret  known  only  by  the  spiritual  family  of 
God.  He  says,  "  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear 
Him ;  and  He  will  show  them  His  covenant :"  and  this  is  an  ever- 
lasting covenant,  **  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure,"  and  it  is  written, 
**  The  counsel  of  peace  shall  be  between  them  both.**  The  apostle 
Paul  said,  when  writing  to  the  Church  of  God  at  Corinth,  "  I  de- 
termined not  to  know  anything  among  you  save  Jesus  Christ,  and 
Him  crucified."  Very  few  in  this  day  can  take  up  this  language ; 
anything  and  everything  is  preached  rather  than  **  JesusJ  Only ;" 
but  the  language  of  the  child  of  God  is,  "  Give  me  Christ,  or  else 

I  die," 

He  has  no  other  foundation,  no  other  basis ;  and  I  believe  the 
Lord  teaches  and  instructs  all  those  whom  He  anoints  and  appoints 
to  preach  His  glorious  gospel.    Not  only  do  they  read  and  meditate 
on  the  Word  of  God,  but  the  Lord  grants  them  to  realize  and  to 
enjoy  that  same  gospel  which  they  preach.    He  does  not  send  those 
who  have  no  interest  themselves  in  these  glorious  realities ;  as  it  is 
written,  ^^  So  hath  the  Lord  ordained  that  they  which  preach  the 
gospel  should  live  of  the  gospel,"  not  only  naturally,  but  spiri- 
tually also ;  they  partake  of  the  same  heavenly  favours,  and  bless 
and  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord  who  deals  so  wondrously  and  so 
graciously  with  them,  who  feeds  them  with  the  finest  of  the  wheat, 
and  satisfies  them  with  honey  out  of  the  rock.     No  man  can  preach 
feelingly,  as  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  for  the  comfort  of  His  chil- 
dren, except  he  has  telt,  tasted,  and  handled  of  the  Word  of  life 
himself;  unless  the  Lord  sways    His  sceptre   in  his  own  soul. 
Christ  was  the  subject  Paul  delighted  to  preach ;  not  merely  about 
Christ,  not  only  concerning  Christ,  but  lie  preached  Christ.    Many 
can  speak  of  the  five  cardinal  points  (so  called,)  and  preach  about 
the  gospel,  but  this  is  not  preaching  Christ,  speaking  of  the  Bride- 
groom Himself  the  Head  of  His  body,  tlie  Church.     The  Lord 
said,  '*  I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and  wisdom,  which  all  your  adver- 
saries shall  not  be  able  to  gainsay  nor  resist ;"  and  to  Moses  he  said, 
'^  Go,  and  I  will  be  with  thy  mouth,  and  teach  thee  what  thou  shalt 
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say ;"  and  as  he  went  forth  at  his  Lord's  bidding,  so  do  His  servants 
stul,  and  they  speak  as  He  is  pleased  to  unfold  and  open  His  trath 
to  their  immortal  minds:  they  delight  to  testify  of  Christ  who  is 
the  root  and  the  ofikprin^  of  liavid,  the  bright  and  Morning  Star. 
*^The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  stroiig  tower:  the  righteous — living 
child — ^runneth  into  it,  and  is  safe.*^  Christ  is  the  Shepherd  of 
His  sheep,  and  all  within  this  fold  are  secure,  and  feed  in  the 
pastures  of  gospel  grace.  He  isOod  over  all,  blessed  for  evermore, 
all  our  salvation,  and  all  our  desire ;  we  set  to  our  seal  that  God  is 
true,  and  we  are  constrained  to  say,  "  This  is  my  Beloved,  and  this 
is  my  Friend,  O  daughters  of  Jerusalem/* 

**  Whom  we  preach."  Our  text  is  short,  but  it  contains  great 
depths ;  yea,  everything  is  comprehended  in  it.  There  can  be  no 
better  object  than  Christ,  no  better  subject  than  Jesus. 

"None  but  Jesofl 
Can  do  helpless  sinnen  good.** 

^*They  that  be  whole  need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that  are 
sick ;"  but  there  is  balm  in  Gilead,  and  a  good  Physician  there,  and 
when  your  power  is  gone,  and  you  have  none  shut  up  or  left,  you 
will  find  your  glorious  Christ  is  Almighty  to  save.  We  read  of 
one  poor  woman  who  said  within  hersel?  **  If  I  may  but  touch  His 
garment,  I  shall  be  whole."  O  what  bright  and  brilliant  faith  was 
here  displayed  I  She  knew  if  she  touched  Him  she  should  be 
cured,  for  she  was  fully  assured  that  Jesus  was  the  Mighty  God,  the 
Omnipotent  Jehovah;  and 

"  He  that  rolls  the  stars  along 
Speaks  all  the  promises." 

"If  I  may  but  touch  T  as  though  she  would  say — If  He  will  allow 
me  to  touch' — If  He  privileges  me  to  touch.  She  felt  this  was  her 
last  hope,  she  had  spent  all  that  she  had :  and  again  of  others  it 
is  written,  *'  When  they  had  nothing  to  pay,  He  frankly  forgave 
them  both.'*  These  are  the  characters  Jesus  emancipates,  mose 
who  are  deeply  in  debt,  and  who  are  surrounded  by  difficulties. 
We  reed  when  David  escaped  to  the  cave  AduUam,  that  ^*  every 
one  that  was  in  distress,  and  every  one  that  was  in  debt,  and  every 
one  that  was  discontented,  gathered  themselves  unto  him;  and  he 
became  a  captain  over  them."  David  was  a  type  of  our  glorious 
Captain,  who  has  fought  the  battle,  and  achieved  the  victory.  The 
battle  is  the  Lord's,  and  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  stand  still,  and  see 
the  salvation  of  the  Lord.  Thus  saith  Jehovah,  "  Be  still,  and 
know  that  I  am  God/'  **  I  will  be  exalted  among  the  heathen,  and 
will  be  exalted  in  the  earth."  "  Be  silent,  O  all  flesh,  before  the 
Lord  1"  Ah,  says  the  child  of  God,  I  find  it  hard  work  to  stand 
still. 
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'*  Stand  still/'  wys  one,  '^that'i  easy,  mm  ; 
'Tis  what  I  always  do." 
Deluded  sonl,  be  not  secure  ; 
This  is  net  meant  to  yon." 

It  is  indeed  hard  work  to  stand  still  when  opposed  and  driven  of 
fierce  winds^  when  the  sea  is  raging,  when  tossed  hither  and  thither, 
when  beset  by  inward  and  outward  foes,  when  m  the  place  where 
two  seas  meet,  tenapest-tossed  and  not  comforted ;  and  vet,  this  is 
the  very  time  to  he  quiet,  to  lean  on  the  arm  of  our  Beloved,  and 
to  recline  on  His  bosom  of  love,  knowing  that  He  is  the  faithfid 
God,  and  that  He  will  perform  that  which  He  hath  promised. 
What  a  mercy  it  is  that  "He  bindeth  the  floods  from  overflowing P* 
and  it  is  only  for  Him  to  speak,  and  immediately  there  is  a  'great 
calm.  Child  of  God  I  cannot  you  look  back  to  seasons  when  the 
foe  seemed  as  though  he  would  prevail ;  nevertheless,  have  you  not 
always  proved  delivering  grace  r  "  He  maketh  the  storm  a  calm, 
so  that  the  waves  thereof  are  still.  Then  are  they  glad  because 
they  be  quiet:  so  He  bringeth  them  into  their  desired  haven." 
"  when  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him."  '<  And  this  Man  shall  be 
the  peace,  when  the  Assyrian  shall  come  into  our  land.**  We 
know  when  the  Assyrian  came  into  the  land  of  Israel  of  old,  his 
object  was  to  oppress  the  inhabitants  thereof:  and  thus  saith  the 
Lord,  '*  Who  art  thou  that  thou  shouldest  be  afraid  of  a  man  that 
shall  die ;  .  .  •  .  and  hast  feared  continually  every  day  because  of 
the  fury  of  the  oppressor?  and  where  is  thelFuryof  the  oppressor?* 
Ah,  where  ?  Let  the  glorious  Lord  but  whisper  peace,  and  drop 
His  word  with  power,  you  will  instantly  feel  that  He  has  stood  the 
fiery  trial ;  for  Jehovah  poured  upon  Him  the  fury  of  His  anger, 
and  th^  strength  of  battle*  and  you  will  realise  that  you  are  more 
than  conqueror  through  Him.  Satan  would  have  you  believe  that 
God's  thoughts  are  not  thoughts  of  peace  toward  you,  but  thoughts 
of  evil,  and  that  nothing  awaits  you  but  condemnation ;  nevertheless, 
these  are  the  whispers  and  the  insinuations  of  your  cruel  foe :  he 
tells  you  the  Lord  will  never  shine,  again ;  he  tells  you  all  the  joy 
and  the  peace  you  have  realised  have: been  only  in  the  flesh,  and 
that  your  rejoicing  has  not  been  in  the  Spirit;  he  says  you  are 
walking  in  the  light  of  your  fire,  and  in  the  sparks  that  you  have 
kindled ;  that  you  are  not  under  the  tuition  of  the  Eternal  Spirit, 
and  that  all  your  profession  is  but  a  delusion.  At  such  times  Satan 
seems  to  sweep  all  before  him ; 

t  "  And  for  a  living  soul  to  stand) 

'    '  ■  By  thousand  dangers  scarM, 

And  fieel  destniction  close  at  hand, 
0  this  indeed  is  hard  !'* 
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Then  it  is  we  feel  our  need  of  the  liquid  shield  of  fiiith,  wherewith 
to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked ;  and  it  is  only  as  we 
refiige  in  the  Man  of  the  Father's  right  hand,  that  we  are  able  to 
stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  deviL  O  may  the  Lord  come  down 
in  majesty  and  in  power,  and  may  He  hid  every  mountidn  flee  I 
'*  His  favour  is  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain,**  and  He  has  promised 
to  cause  the  shower  to  come  dovm  in  his  season,  and  He  has  said, 
^  There  shall  be  showers  of  blessing.''  Child  of  the  living  God  I 
these  streams  shall  never  be  dried  up ;  the  well  of  water  shall  again 
sprinff  up  in  your  heart;  it  b  only  for  Him  to  say,  ^^  Spring  up, 
O  w^l :"  you  shall  surely  again  realise  that  peace  whicn  passeth 
all  understanding,  and  you  wUl  then  be  constrained  to  say,  ^'  Return 
unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt  bountifully  with 
thee."  Like  the  dove  which  was  glad  to  fly  back  to  the  ark^ 
because  it  could  not  find  rest  anywhere  else,  so  are  you  glad  to  be 
pinioned  with  the  winss  of  &ith,  and  to  return  to  the  aric,  for  you 
can  find  no  rest  in  the  things  of  time,  in  self,  or  in  the  creature. 

In  the  preceding  verse  we  read,  "  To  whom  God  would  make 
known  what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  mystery  among  the 
Gentiles ;  which  b  Christ  in  you — not  Christ  arar  off,  not  Christ 
in  heaven,  but  Christ  in  you — the  hope  of  glory,"  '*  which  hope 
we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  steadfast,  and 
which  entereth  into  that  within  the  veil."  When  the  ship  is  tossed 
about,  and  when  the  wind  is  violent,  the  anchor  is  used ;  when 
the  tempest  rages,  and  when  the  sea  rises  high,  then  it  is  the  anchor 
is  of  use :  it  is  useless  when  lying  on  deck ;  it  is  useless  when  it  is 
in  sight;  but  when  it  is  enguiphed  in  the  raging  ocean,  and  when 
it  takes  a  strong  hold  of  the  rock  beneath,  then  it  is  that  it  keeps 
the  ship  firom  being  carried  about,  and  driven  of  fierce  winds.  The 
captain  cannot  see  it,  but  he  keeps  hb  eye  on  the  cable.  '*  Hope 
that  b  seen  b  not  hope ;  for  what  a  man  seeth,  why  doth  he  yet  hope 
for?  But  if  we  hope  for  that  we  see  not,  then  do  we  with  patience 
wait  for  it**  "  Which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul :" 
and  it  hath  taken  firm  hold  of  our  precious  Jesus,  and  our  eye  is 
fixed  on  the  three-fold  cord  which  cannot  be  broken  or  snapped 
asunder.  O  how  blessed  to  have  the  eye  fixed  on  love,  blood,  and 
salvation,  thb  three-fold  cord  I  We  may  mount  up  to  the  heaven, 
and  go  down  again  to  the  depths,  but  we  are  nevertheless  safe ; 
and,  with  Christ  in  the  vessel,  we  may  smile  at  the  stprm. 

*'Whom  we  preach,"  as  a  prop  to  the  soul,  as  a  stay  to  the 
anxious  mind,  who  will  eyer  watch  over  Hb  children,  shield  and 
shade  them  in  this  dreary  wilderness,  and  land  them  safely  in  gloty 
at  last  *'  Behold,  He  that  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither  slumber  nor 
sleep."   Can  the  foe  then  seize  on  his  prey  without  His  knowledge  ? 
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Impossible  I  Satan  walketh  about  seeking  whom  he  may  devour. 
But  our  glonous  Shepherd  ever  watches  over  His  flock,  and  His 
eye  is  on  their  foe  also ;  and  thus  saith  the  Lord,  "  Hitherto  shalt 
thou  comC)  but  no  further,  and  hereshall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed." 
O I  glorious,  precious  Christ,  Thou  art  the  salvation  of  our  God^ 
and  the  redemption  of  Thy  people :  our  strong  habitation,  where- 
unto  we  may  continually  resort,  our  rock  and  our  fortress;  Thou 
art  the  Mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father,  and  the  Prince  of 
Peace;  our  Refuge,  our  anchor,  our  Alpha  and  Omega;  yea,  our 
All  in  All.  Child  of  God !  we  cannot  make  too  much  of  Christ. 
In  Him  we  live  and  move,  and  have  our  being ;  and  O !  how  sweet 
is  it  to  have  fresh  discoveries  of  Hmi;  fresh  openings  of  His  beauty, 
and  of  His  glory.  We  realise  these  favours  under  the  anointings 
of  the  Spirit :  He  it  is  who  expounds  to  us  the  glorious  realities  of 
His  spintual  kingdom,  both  of  grace  and  of  glory;  and  Jesus 
said,  ^'fiehold  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you."  It  matters  not 
how  intellectual  a  man  may  be,  how  learned,  how  zealous,  or  how 
religious,  if  only  a  natural  man :  he  cannot  know  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned ;  he  may  com- 
pare literal  thinjzs  with  literal ;  historical  things  with  historical,  or 
one  passage  of  Scripture  with  another,  but  the  Holy  Ghost  alone 
can  open  up  **  the  deep  things  of  God."  "  Now  if  any  man  have 
not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  His ;"  but  if  He  has  given  you 
spiritual  eyes,  you  have  seen  the  Kins  in  His  beautv ;  and  if  He 
has  given  you  spiritual  ears,  you  have  heard  the  Shepherd's  voice ; 
and  you  have  also  felt  the  Shepherd's  power,  and  you  hare  blessed 
His  precious  name  for  granting  you  to  participate  in  these  heavenly 
glones.  We  love  to  behold  Christ  throughout  the  entire  Word  of 
God ;  we  love  to  realise  Him  as  our  Captain,  our  Companion  in 
tribulation,  our  shady  Tree  of  Life  which  grows  in  the  midst  of 
the  paradise  of  God,  our  House  of  banquet,  the  beginning  and  the 
ending,  the  first  and  the  last,  the  substance  of  the  Bible,  the  ful- 
ness of  the  Scriptures.  *'  The  testimony  of  Jesus  is  the  spirit  of 
Erophecy."  Many  are  carried  away  with  the  letter  of  prophecy, 
ut  how  few  comparatively  realise  tne  spirit  thereof  I  Everything 
that  is  glorious  has  Christ  for  its  centre ;  all  prophecy  is  fulfilled  in 
our  Jesus ;  He  is  the  vitality  of  all,  and  ^'  His  work  is  honourable 
and  fflorious,  and  His  righteousness  endureth  for  ever.'' 

**Whom  we  preach.'*^  Think  you  we  shall  ever  be  tired  of 
hearing  Christ  preached?  Think  you  we  shall  ever  be  tired  of 
dwelling  on  union  with  Him  ?  Never !  O I  the  grandeur  of  these 
subjects;  ten  thousand  deeps  are  contained  in  them;  we  cannot 
fathom  their  depths,  scan  their  heights,  or  range  their  lengths  or 
breadths ;  nevertheless,  ^e  realise  these  spiritual  realities  on  the 
ground  of  eternal  relationship,  because  we  are  living  members  of 
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the  living  Head,  conjoined  to  the  Lord  and  one  Spirit ;  we  realise 
them  on  the  ground  of  covenant  love,  they  flow  through  the  channel 
of  covenant  olood,  and  they  are  made  known  to  us  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  AU  communion  is  based  on  union.  We  never  should 
have  enjoyed  communion  with  the  Lord  had  it  not  been  for  union ; 
everything  arises  iron  covenant  relationship.  Jesus  had  never  been 
bom  a  babe  in  Bethlehem  had  it  not  been  mr  union :  He  had  never 
walked  Judea's  plains,  or  suffered  on  the  cross,  had  it  not  been 
for  union  t  He,  the  Antitype,  would  never  have  swallowd  up  all 
types  and  shadows;  and  nave  swept  awaj  the  old  covenant, 
establishing  a  better,  had  it  not  been  for  union :  He  never  would 
have  marched  through  death's  territories,  plucking  the  sting  thereof, 
had  it  not  been  for  everlasting  union.  He  came  to  rescue  His 
Church  as  a  brand  from  the  burning,  to  bring  her  up,  and  bring  her 
out,  and  to  present  her  unto  Himself  a  glorious  Church,  not  having 
spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  buch  thine.  She  was  bound  up  in  the 
bundle  of  life  with  Him,  she  belonged  to  Him,  and  this  union  existed 
before  time ;  it  exists  in  time,  and  it  will  exist  when  time  shall  be 
no  more.  Our  union-oneness  with  Him  shall  last  for  ever  and  for 
ever,  and  as  His  bones  we  say,  **  Lord,  who  is  like  unto  Thee  ?^ 

^  Who  is  a  pard'ning  God  like  Tbee, 
Or  who  hath  blood  so  rich  and  £ree  V 

He  hath  encircled  us  in  His  wondrous  embrace ;  yea,  **  underneath 
are  the  everlasting  arms :"  and  when  we  have  done  with  the  things 
of  time,  we  shall  sing  His  matchless  praises  round  the  throne. 
There  will  be  no  discord  there;  all  will  be  perfect  harmony 
throughout  the  heavenly  host.  We  shall  touch  our  harps,  and 
sing  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace,  and  we  shall  crown  our 
precious  Jesus  Lord  of  AU. 

"  Then  will  we  sing  more  sweet,  more  load, 
And  Christ  shiul  be  onr  song.** 

Do  you  not  long  for  the  consummation,  and  look  forward  to  the 
time  when,  in  the  refulgence  of  glory,  you  shall  see  the  Lamb  in 
the  midst  of  the  throne  race  to  face  ? 

.«  Whom  we  preach,*'  in  the  riches  of  His  grace,  our  God,  our 
Friend,  our  ^epherdi  who  chases  darkness  m>m  our  mind  and 
nises  us  up  when  ready  to  sink.  I  believe  tnany  here  have  realised 
Him  as  their  All  in  Ail)  and  can  say  with  Job,  ^  I  know  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth :''  they  have  the  precious  assurance  that  He  is  not 
only  the  Keeper  of  Israel,  but  their  Keeper  individually*  **  Yes," 
say  you,  '<  I  know  Christ  is  mine,  and  diat  I  am  His,  and  when  He 
sheds  abroad  His  love  in  my  heart,  thus  removing  all  doubts  and 
fears-— when  He  shines  again — I  can  sit  down  under  His  shadow 
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with  great  delight,  and  ring,  *  I  am  my  Beloved^  and  His  desire 
is  toward  me.*  He  is  my  onl^  attractive  oUect  above,  my  only 
subject  here ;  my  altar,  my  sacrifice,  and  mv  High  Priest.''  <<  I  am 
among  you,"  saith  our  glorious  Christ,  ^*  as  He  that  serveth.**  Some 
enquire  what  they  can  do  for  the  Lord ;  but  may  our  thoughts  be 
taken  up  with  what  He  has  done  for  us !  We  bless  Him,  He 
bath  taken  away  the  first  covenant — ^viz,  the  covenant  of  works — 
and  introducea  Himself  as  the  new  covenant,  and  how  wondrous 
it  seems^ 

"  Tlimt  wonns  of  earth  should  orer  be 
One  with  Incaniate  Dei^  t" 

**  But/*  says  one,  ^  I  am  not  sure  that  Christ  dwells  in  my  heart, 
and  that  I  dwell  m  His  heart"  We  read,  '^The  kingdom  of  God 
Cometh  not  with  observation.''  O !  may  the  Lord  whisper  to  you, 
*^  Fear  not,  little  flock ;  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give 

Jou  the  kingdom."  <*  I  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom,  as  my  Father 
ath  appointed  unto  Me.  He  will  feed  His  people  then,  and 
when  He  feeds  us  now,  we  are  satisfied  with  ''Jesus  only." 
How  blessed  it  is  to  have  a  desire  for  the  Lord  to  reveal  His  love, 
and  to  long  for  His  peace  to  be  extended  to  us  as  a  river.  His 
righteousness  as  the  waves  of  the  sea!  By  Him  all  that  believe  are 
justified  firom  all  things,  from  which  ye  could  not  be  justified  by 
the  law  of  Moses ;  and 

*'  Clad  in  HU  Teetore,  bright  and  fiur^ 
We're  like  the  Holy  One/' 

This  fiiith  stands  not  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of 
God:  this  faith  has  (3hrist  for  its  object;  He  is  the  Author  and 
the  finisher  thereof:  this  is  <Uike  precious  faith,"  it  is  peculiar 
faith ;  this  faith  purifies  the  heart,  realizes  the  atonement,  and  lays 
hold  of  Christ,  as  did  Jacob  of  old,  saying,  <'  I  will  not  let  Thee 
go,  except  Thou  bless  me ;"  and 

"  Tis  His  delight  to  make  ne  bleit, 
And  liTe  upon  His  loye." 

Does  He  not  say,  '^  What  is  thy  petition  ?  and  it  shall  be  granted 
thee :  and  what  is  thy  request  r  even  to  the  half  of  the  kingdom  it 
shall  be  performed."  '^Hitherto  ye  have  asked  nothing  in  My 
name ;  ask,  and  ye  shall  receive,  that  your  joy  may  be  fiilL  Cheer 
up  I  there  is  now  no  condemnation,  neither  shall  there  be  any 
separation.  Why  should  you  tremble  ?  No  evil  shall  befall  you, 
neither  shall  any  plague  come  nigh  your  dwelling,  and  even  in  this 
world  the  Lord  has  granted  you  ten  thousand  blessings  which  He 
liad  not  Himself.  What  said  our  glorious  Christ?  **The  foxes 
have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests ;  but  the  Son  of  Man 
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hath  not  where  to  lay  His  head :"  He  had  no  certain  dwellini^place, 
whereas  these  creatures  had ;  and  we  have  ten  thousand  provi- 
dential blessings,  and  ten  thousand  spiritual  &voui8  whi^h  He  did 
not  grant  Himself.  He  was  emphatieallj  *^  a  Man  of  sorrows,  and 
acquainted  mih  grie^"  and  we  oaLj  find  it  once  recorded  that  Jesus 
rejoiced  in  spirit,  and  that  was  whai  He  said,  <*  I  thank  Thee. 
U  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  Thou  hast  hid  these 
things  from  the  wise  and  prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto 
babes :"  and  He  said  to  His  disciples,  *'  Rejoice  not  that  the  spirits 
are  subject  unto  you ;  but  rather  rejoice  because  your  names  are 
written  in  heaven.  O I  child  of  God,  that  is  indeed  a  matter  for 
reioicing^  for  once  enrolled  there,  eternally  enrolled;  and  one  sings, 

**  My  name  from  the  palms  of  His  hands 
Eternity  will  not  erase  ; 
Impress'd  on  His  heart  it  remains 
In  marks  of  indelible  grace.7 

He  will  blot  out  your  sins,  but  He  will  never  blot  your  name  out 
of  the  book  of  life.  ^*  If  Thou,  Loid,  shouldest  mark  iniquities, 
O  Lord,  who  shall  stand  ?"  but  the  sin  of  the  Church  of  Christ  has 
been  atoned  for  by  blood  divine. 

"  Th'  offended  dies 
To  set  th*  offender  free.*' 

Unequalled  love !  Unparalleled  mercy  I  Again,  Jesus  had  no 
place  to  rest  when  the  great  Jehovah  came  down  in  fury,  and  when 
the  cataracts  of  heaven  were  opened :  there  was  nothing  to  screen 
Him  also  firom  the  darts  of  Satan,  but  He  has  given  us  the  shield  of 
faith,  and  He  will  cover  our  head  in  the  day  of  battle.  **  Take  us 
the  foxes,"  said  the  Church,  <<  the  liule  foxes,  that  spoil  the  vines." 

"  The  Ganaanite  still  in  the  land. 

To  harass,  perplex,  and  dismay. 
Brought  Israel  of  old  to  a  stand. 

For  Anak  was  stronger  than  they : 
What  GK>d  had  designed  they  possessed. 

Supported  and  kept  hy  His  hand, 
Tet,  lest  on  their  lees  they  should  rest, 

The  Ganaanite  dwelt  in  the  land.** 

And,  child  of  God !  it  is  right  it  should  be  so;  the  Lord  has  pro- 
mised to  drive  out  these  enemies  by  little  and  little.  The  pride  of 
our  heart  would  rise  were  it  not  for  the  foxes,  and  we  should  be 
exalted  above  measure.  It  is  written,  ^^  Man  shall  not  live  by  bread 
alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God," 
and  the  minutest  circumstance  is  wisely  ordered.  May  we  grow 
up  into  Christ,  our  Living  Head,  in  all  things  I  Msiy  the  Lord 
grant  us  showers  of  blessing !     May  He  guide  us  with  Uis  counsel. 
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and  afterwards  receive  iis  into  glory  I  There  may  be  some  here 
who  wiU  neyer  see  another  rising  sun.  ^  For  heaven  are  Ay 
credentials  clear  ?"  If  Christ  be  fonned  in  your  heart,  you  are 
ready  to  depart  at  any  moment ;  you  are  **  penect  in  Christ  Jesus,*^ 
*<  Accepted  in  the  Gloved  f  ablaent  fixxn  the  body,  you  will  be 
present  with  the  Lord.  Yes  I  in  the  immediate  presence  of  our 
precious  Christ,  singinff  His  hi|;h  praises  round  the  throne. 
May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing.      Amen. 


BLESSED  AND  ETERNAL  TRUTHS. 

To  MY  VEBY  DEAR  AND  OBEATLT  BELOVED  RuTH, — *<Many  daugh- 
ters have  done  virtuously,  but  thou  ezcellest  them  all ;  the  heart 
of  her  Husband  doth  safely  trust  in  her ;  so  that  He  shall  have  no 
need  of  spoil;  she  will  do  Him  good,  and  not  evil,  all  the  days  of 
herUfe.;* 

In  this  high  and  holy  position  of  blessedness  I  again  address  you, 
in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  and  bond  of  peace,  incorporated  into 
oneness  with  our  most  glorious  Christ,  joined  to  Him  the  Lord 
and  one  Spirit  This  is  Uessedness  unsearchable,  and  plain  to  hioi 
that  understandeth,  and  right  to  him  that  can  say,  <^  yea,  truly,  I 
count  all  things  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  my  Lord:''  but,  mark  you,  it  b  not  my  understanding,  know-, 
ledge,  or  interest,  that  is  the  foundation  of  my  hope,  or  the  source 
of  rejoicing.  I  bless  the  Ix)rd  for  the  before-mentioned  mercies : 
they  are,  so  to  speak,  unspeakable,  and  they  are  unchanging  love 
blessinffs;  but  I  have  greater  things  to  think  of,  and  rejoice  m  the 
Lord  Jesus  for ;  that  is,  His  right  to  me,  and  interest  in  me,  in 
oneness  witti  me,  and  always  rejoicing  over  me  to  do  me  good : 
and  in,  by,  and  through  Him,  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  Goa  our 
Father,  who  first  trusted  in  Christ,  and  so  triumph  in  Him,  and 
sing  our  love-songs  to  Him,  saying,  *^Now  unto  Him  that  is  able 
to  keep  you  firom  falling,  and  to  present  you  faultless  before  the 
presence  of  His  glory  with  exceeding  joy,"  &c.  This  exceeding 
joy  is  the  Lord's ;  yea.  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit ;  and  I  will  not 
thmk  it  trying  to  foreso  my  joy,  to  have  His  joy  fulfilled  in  me : 
and  if  it  is  His  will,  I  will  go  on  sorrowful,  yet  always  rejoicings 
that  it  is  well  with  the  righteous ;  and  believing  that  Jesus  hath 
more  need  of  me  than  I  have  of  Him.  Don't  wonder  at  what  1  am 
saying;  we  are  vessels  of  mercy  afore  prepared  unto  glory,  that 
He  might  shew  us  the  riches  of  His  glory ;  but  there  is  a  secret 
that  I  overlooked  for  years :  that  is,  these  vessels  are  for  the  Master's 
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use ;  not  for  their  own  use,  and  benefit^  or  comfort,  or  blessedness, 
thoudli  these  things  are  connected  with  it:  and,  blessed  be  the 
L^r^  He  hath  been  teaching  me  these  truths  for  two  years  past; 
but  more  particularly  some  few  months  past,  and  whilst  death  hath 
been  working  In  me,  life  hath  been  working  for  others ;  and  I  feel 
assured  that  we  have  one  heart  and  mind  Jn  the  knowledge  and 
belief  of  this  truth — for  the  Master's  use.  Look  at  Noah  and  his  • 
120  years'  service  '^for  die  Master's  use."  Look  at  the  Patriarchs: 
the  three  children  in  the  fire :  Daniel  in  the  lion's  den :  the  Church 
from  Abel  to  the  days  of  Christ,  in  all  the  dispensations  they 
passed  through,  whether  in  Egypt,  the  wilderness,  Caanaii,  Babylon, 
&C.9  dl  <*  for  the  Master^s  use,"  to  do  them  good  in  their  latter 
end:  and  in  the  New  Testament  blessedness:  Peter  in  the  sieve 
or  prison :  Paul  in  the  third  heavens,  or  on  earth  with  the  thorn  in 
the  fleshff  and  the  messenger  Satan  to  buffet  him :  and  we  in  inany 
afflictions^  much  and  great  tribulation,  all,  all  is  ''for  the  Masters 
use,"  that  He  might  make  known  the  riches  of  His  glory  on  the 
vessels  of  mercy  which  he  had  afwe  prepared  unto  glory,  and  that 
He  might  shew  us  the  exceeding  riches  of  His  grace  in  His  kind- 
ness throush  Christ  Jesus;  and  this  was  the  truth  taught  Job,  of 
which  Elidkaz  spoke  and  Job  declared  (chap.  xix.  &  xxiiL)^  the 
same  truth  brought  David  forth  in  holy  triumphs,  saying,  **  Jehovah 
is  my  light,  and  my  salvation :"  and  when  the  presages  of  death 
visited  him,  how  fully  he  sang  of  the  mercy,  saying,  ''  Although 
my  house  be  not  so  with  God,  yet  hath  He  made  with  me,*  &a 
I  would  from  m^  heart  render  it* thus :  *' Yet  hath  He  cut  off  for 
me  the  everlasting  purifier:"  and  I  think  you  will  join,  in  making 
melody  to  the  Lord  in  the  heart,  and  I  tnink  Solomon  had  learnt 
that  he  was  a  vessel  for  the  Master's  use ;  and  that  in  loving  many 
strange  women,  and  even  out-landish.  Ponder  these  things  over. 
I  was  reading  some  of  His  sayings  when  yours  came  Jihis  mornings 
(see  viL  &  viii.  Eccl.):  and  lie  saith,  '^  I  counsel  thee  to  keep  the 
King^s  commandment ;  and  that  in  regard  of  the  oath  of  God." 
Hallelujah.    Amen. 

My  beloved ;  yea,  more,  the  dearly  beloved  of  the  soul  of  her 
Husband,  His  dove  and  love,  and  breathing  frame ;  your  savouiy 
and  truthful  epistle  is  of  the  Lord,  and  you  were  for  the  Master's 
use  in  writing  it ;  and  the  dear  contents  touched  my  heart  and 
melted  it  so  that  the  tears  flowed  freely,  and  I  asked  the  Lord  to 
put  them  in  His  bottle,  and,  for  His  own  great  name-sake,  abun- 
dantly bless,  feed,  and  strengthen  the  Gleaner,  and  that  I  might 
participate  with  her  in  all  lite,  perfection,  fulness,  holiness,  salya- 
vation,  redemption,  and  justification,  in  Him  who  is  the  Lord  our 
Righteousness.  I  have  tried  many  a  time  to  write  unto  you  since 
I  had  your  last  that  comforted  my  heart ;  but  I  could  not  do  it,  the 
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Stone  was  on  the  welPs  mouth;  but  this  morning  all  restraint  was 
taken  away,  and  it  was  with  me  as  Panl  said  on  another  occasion, 
*' Nevertheless  God  that  comforteth  those  that  are  cast  down, 
comforted  us  by  the  coming  of  Titus."  I  do,  must,  and  will,  as 
heretofore,  bless  the  Lord  on  thy  behalf,  and  from  my  heart  thank 
Him  that  He  hath  given  me  a  companion  in  tribulation  in  the 
kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ:  and  let  us  keep  this  in 
view,  it  is  for  the  Master's  use ;  and  we  will  ascribe  '^  all  to  the 
praise  of  the  glory  of  His  grace,  that  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the 
jBeloved."  It  is  one  very  dear  mercy  that  we  only  live  for  the 
Lord. 

I  have  of  late  had  many  afflictions,  and  much  tribulation  hath 
been  increased  by  more ;  the  Lord,  as  it  were,  hid  Himself  from  me, 
and  it  is  just  so  now  in  feeling.  He  covered  over  His  dear  Word 
with  His  hand ;  and  He  wrote  death  on  everything.  My  prayer 
returned  into  my  own  bosom ;  and  I  knew  the  truth  of  what  Jacob 
said,  ''All  these  things  are  against  me:"  and  another,  ''I  go 
mourning  without  the  Sun ;"  and  many  other  things  that  are  written 
became  famUiar  with  me.  and  my  adversary  vexed  me  sore  con- 
ceming  the  ministry  of  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  which  is  dearer  to 
me  than  heaven.  In  myself  I  have  been  tossed  to  and  fro  like  the 
locusts,  and  have  learned  the  reality  of  Psa.  cviL  25 — 7 ;  but, 
blessed  be  His  glorious  name,  in  all,  through  all,  and  up  to  the 
present  moment,  thus  I  say  from  my  heart,  "  Though  He  slay  me, 
yet  will  1  trust  in  Him :"  **  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  me,  so 
that  I  may  finish  my  course  with' joy,  and  fulfil  the  ministry  I  have 
received  of  the  Lord  Jesus.*  The  Lord  knoweth  that  I  speak  the. 
truth  when  I  say,  '^  Let  God  be  magnified  in  my  body,  wnether  it 
be  by  life  or  death.** 

My  Mary  unites  in  love  to  you,  and  the  few  sheep.  Tell  dear 
Mary  that  in  a  few  days  more  she  will  hear — ^^Tiie  Master  is 
come,  and  calleth  for  thee;**  and  those  that  try  to  comfort  her  now, 
may  follow  her  to  the  grave;  but  she  will  be  with  the  Lord. 
Peace,  love,  joy,  and  troth,  abound  in  your  heart,  and  you  increase 
in  the  knowledge  of  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  the  Three  that 
bear  record  in  Heaven,  and  these  Three  are  One. 

Yours  in  our  precious  Lord  Jesus, 

A.  Tbiggs. 
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Mt  3DBAR  Father  in  ^the  Faith, — To  make  up  for  your  long 
silence,  I  have  just  taken  a  peep  into  your  last;  and  the  sweet 
truths  therein  have  refreshed  my  drooping  spirit.    How  blessedly 
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« 

have  you  there  set  forth  the  union  of  Christ  and  His  bride !  This 
is  a  theme  my  soul  loves,  lives,  and  rejoices  in,  yet  how  few  of  the 
dear  children  speak  of  it  with  such  rapturous,  soul  delight,  as  do  you, 
my  dear  father;  and  in  a  more  feeble  measure  your  child.  £[ow 
sweet  the  lively  assurance  in  all  my  sorrows  my  precious  Jesus 
bears  the  heaviest  part !  When  bowed  down,  and  there  seems  no 
strength  left,  then  my  Beloved  draws  near,  proves  Himself  a  true 
yoke-fellow,  and  makes  it  manifest  that  ^  unaemeath  are  His  ever- 
lasting arms."  Thus  from  time  to  time  I  prove  the  eternal  God 
my  refuge,  a  blessed  help  in  time  of  trouble ;  yea,  more, 

"  Whilst  on  His  bosom  I  recline, 
He  tells  me  all  He  has  is  mine." 

Yes,  blessed  truth,  "  I  am  my  Beloved's,  and  His  desire  is  toward 
me  :'*  so  that  bread  is  given  and  water  is  sure.  Yes,  beloved,  in 
our  Father's  house  the  provision  is  abundant  and  liberal,  and  the 
invitation,  "  Eat,  O  friends,  drink ;  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  be- 
loved," extendeth  to  every  elect  vessel  of  mercy — to  the  weakest 
as  wdl  as  the  strong. 

"  And  sinee  my  sonl  has  known  His  love, 
What  mereies  has  He  made  me  proye : 
Mercies  which  all  my  praise  excel. 
My  Jesus  has  done  all  things  welL** 

When  in  my  right  mind,  I  would  not  have  anything  altered.  The 
thorn  is  needful,  the  briars  are  necessary.  I  feel  them  to  be  so, 
though  I  like  not  the  smart  of  either.  ^'  Who  teacheth  like  Him  ?" 
Many  thanks  for  the  **  Witness."  The  contents  were,  I  think, 
more  precious  than  ever.  I  could  almost  fancy  I  heard  you 
preaching,  and  hope  we  poor  ends  of  the  Lord's  earth  shall  enjoy 
a  second  benefit  next  month.  Excuse  this  hasty  scrawl.  I  did  not 
intend  to  write  a  single  line ;  but  love  constramed.  How  is  your 
dear  wife  ?  I  often  think  of  her,  and  wish  I  could  see  her.  Tell 
her,  with  my  love,  'tis  well  for  me,  my  best  Friend  is  not  so  still 
and  silent  as  herself.  May  love  and  peace  surround  you  both : 
may  Jesus  be  increasingly  precious,  and  your  souls  like  a  watered 
garden,  is  the  desire  of  the  little  one.  •  Recluse. 

f  We  find  that  the  Lord  is  taking  His  children  home  very  fast ; 
and  we  cannot  say  of  spiritual  births,  as  is  generally  said  of  natural, 
that  they  exceed  the  deaths*  On  the  contrary,  it  is  most  evident 
that  the  Lord's  children  are  greatly  on  the  decrease  in  our  land. 
The  old  die,  and  the  young  do  not  appear  to  take  their  places. 

Well,  the  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  His;  and  whether  His 
children  are  few  or  many.  He  will  abundantly  bless  their  provision, 
and  satisfy  each  of  them  with  bread.-  En.] 
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TO  THE  HOUSEHOLD  CHILDREN. 

Beloved  ik  and  of  the  Lord, — **  All  hail^  peace  be  unto  thee; 
be  strong;  yea,  be  strong"  in  the  Lord,  who  is  your  strength  and 
strong  Rock,  your  God,  and  your  glory.  In  Him  you  are  loved 
with  an  unalterable  love,  blessed  with  unchanging  blessings,  and 
saved  with  an  everlasting  salvation.  You  have  no  real  cause  to  be 
terrified  by  any  amazement;  but  have  abundant  reason  to  rejoice 
in  the  Lord  at  all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  and  in  all  places, 
because  fidthful  is  He  who  has  promised.  Kings  sons  and 
daughters  should  not  be  found  in  sackcloth  and  assies  in  these  new 
covenant  days ;  they  ought  not  to  go  dbout  cast  down  like  a  bulrush; 
for  the  Lord  says,  and  He  means  every  word,  that  your  warfare  is 
accompUshed,  and  your  iniquity  pardoned:  and  the  poet  most 
sweetly  sings: 

"  If  sin  be  patdonM  I'm  8ecure» 
Death  hath  no  sting  beside." 

• 

Christ  has  shallowed  up  death  in  victory.  He  has  put  away  sin  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Himself,  and  He  has  risen  triumphantly  for  the 
Justification  of  every  member  of  His  body.  He  appeared  once  in 
the  end  of  the  world  to  put  away  sin,  and  in  Him,  including  His 
whole  body,  is  no  sin.  .  If  there  be  no  sin  in  the  head,  and  He  is 
the  savor  and  the  Saviour  of  the  body,  there  can  be  no  sin  in  one 
member  of  that  body.  Not  onl}  are  individual  members  firee  fi'om 
sin  in  Christ;  but  they  are  put  beyond  the  power  of  sinning.  They 
cannot  sin  as  members  of  Christ,  and  why  ?  They  are  born  of  Goa* 
They  cannot  break  the  law  of  God  now,  and  why  ?  They  are  not 
under  the  law,  but  under  grace ;  and  grace  reigns  through  nghteous- 
nesB  unto  eternal  life*    The  subjects  of  grace  are  objects  of  love. 
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partakers  of  tbe  dmne  naturey  possessors  of  endarable  riohes  in 
rigfateoosiiesBy  inheritors  of  an  everlastiiig  pordon^  aad  pardcpaton 
in'a  gocd  liope*  They  are  founded  on  the  Rode  of  Ages^  defended 
by  the  srin  of  Onmipotenee^  upheld  by  the  Aktoifsihtj  power  of 
the  haxelby  tratehed  o^rer  by  the  Omniscient  eye  of  Jehovah  Jesus, 
eodreled  in  the  ereriastmg  embrace  of'lovie^  {nretected  byealva* 
tion's'wall  of  fire,  waDeced  by  the  nver  of  :liie>  shaded  by  the  tree 
of  life,  fed  whh  the  bread  of  life,  clothed  with  the\  robe  tif  life, 
and  comforted  by  the  S^nrit  of  life*  They  live  in  due  temple  .-of 
God,  banquet  in  the  htMise  of  God,  and  woiBhipdie  Son*  of  Gdd 
They  are  taught  the  truth  of  God>  love  the  will  of  God>  seek*  the 
mind  of  God,  watch  the  way  of  God,  and  trust  in  the  faithfulness 
of  God.  They  have  no  home  but  the  bleeding  heart  of  Jesus, 
no  shelter  but  the  wounded  side  of  Christ,  and  no  protection  but 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  The  love  of  Chiist  warms  their  heart,  the 
truth  of  Cluist  enlightens  their  mind,  the  blood  of  Christ  cheers 
their  spirits,  and  the  name  of  Christ  is  precious  to  their  aools. 
Ofte^i  when  cast  down  the  very  mention  or  recollection  of  the  name 
of  Jesus  lifts  them  up  in  a  moment.  It  is  only  for  TSita  tp  speak 
in  the  power  of  His  r^irit,  in  the  love  of  His  heart,  in  the  exceed- 
ing ridies  of  His  grace,  in  the  plenitude  of  His  mercy,  and  all  is 
peace  and  quietness,  all  is  bliss  ahd  blessedness.  When  He 
extends  peace  like  a  river,  the  children  enter  into^^t,  cease  from 
their  own  works,  and  say,  in  joy  of  heart,  in  extacy  of  soul,  "  His 
work  is  honourable  and  glorious:  He  is  the  Sock,  His  work  is 
perfect'*    They  are  then  satisfied  with  Jesus  only. 

Dearly  beloved  and  longed  for,  my  joy  and  crown,  **  stand  fi»t 
in  the  fiberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us  fi:ee  ;*'  "  contend 
earnestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints  :**  **try  the 
spirits  whether  they  be  of  God."  Do  not  listen  to  the  fashionable 
and  flesh-pleasing  lo  here  and  lo  there  of  the  day;  refiise  all  provender 
unwinnowed  by  the  shovel  and  fan ;  and  wear  no  clothes  but  fine 
linen,  the  garment  of  salvation,  and  robe  of  righteousness.  Hear 
no.preiusbing  but  that  of  love,  blood,  and  salvation.  Bid  none  God 
speed  but  those  who  bring  this  doctrine — "  It  is  finished."  Here 
centres  all  your  hope,  here  rests  all  your  salvation.  If  it  is  finished, 
give  I^m  the  praise  and  glory  due  unto  His  name* 

*  Say  not  *  worthy  is  the  Sayiour/ 
Then  subjoin  a— 'Well  done  1/  • 

I  write  not  this,  beloved,  because  you  know  not  the  ttu&f  but  to 
stir  up  your  pure  mind  by  way  of  remembrance;  for  I  am  pei^ 
suaded  better  things  of  you,  though  I  thus  sp^ak.  I  feel  sure  that 
you  are  children  of  truth ;  and  if  truth  be  your  Parent,  truth  will 
be  your  object,  and  truth  your  subject     I  well  &now  you  love  the 
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truth,  wdk  the  tnidi,  and  i^ieak  the  tnitfa.  .  Yoa  fear  the  Grod  of 
truth,  and  prize  the  truth  of  God.  The  truth  is  jour  abield  and 
buckler^  sun  and  shade*  It  is  near  to  your  heart,  dear  to  your 
mind,  and  predooB  to  your  souL  Satan'a  Uea  w>ii  hate,  the  world's 
lies  you  kabhor,  and  your  qswH'  lies  you'  do  liiot^  allow :  and  tins  proves 
you  to  foe  «diiUbem  that  will  natlW*  ^  Who  is  a  liar  but  he  that 
denies  the  BHdisif''^ai!id"the  ^San?r  *  You  txttfesa  both;  therefore 
you  dre  not  liars.  '  A  decdtfiil  tonme  fihaU  not  be  found  in  your 
head;.fb9tlwie  was  no  cuile  foindd  m  His  mouth* 

IneediMit  afekoyou  bow  yon  aie  gettii^  on  in.  die. old  path  of 
*^  mueh  tribulation^''  welF  knowing  that 

•••■If  ■  .       ' 

, ..."  On  Christ  are  huog  all  heaven's  a&irs,  , 

And  all  His  .chudren's  weiffhty  cares.** 

*  i  « 

Eveiything  -that  concerns  you,  and. more  tluai  concerns  you.  He 
atrtends  to^  fer  He  even  says,  **  The  very  hairs  of  your  head  are  all 
numbered ;"  and  I  am  sure  that  is  no  concern  to  you;  but  it  is  to 
Hinu  ^  O  ye  of  little  fsdth  I"  He  is  watdnng  over  younoie^  He  is 
giiidmg.afl  yonr  aflairs  now,  His  hearts  is  moving  in  love  towards 
^ou  nawy  and  He  is  waiting  that  He  may  ;be  gracious  now.  He  well 
knows  where  you  are  placed,  how  you  are  fixed,  and  what  yoinr 
fears  are.  '  * 

**  Your  fears  may  be  many,  your  doubts  many  moret 
Your  sins  &r  exceeding  the  sands  of  the  shore. 
Yet  firm  to  ilis- promise  your  Gbd  shall  abide; 
But  grace,  though  the  smallest,  shall  surely  be  tried." 

He  has  delivered,  you  well  know ;  He  ean  now  deliver,  you  are 
certain ;  for  there  is  nothing  too  hsurd  for  the  Lord  Can  you  not 
now  join  the  poet  in  singing, 

'*  When  trouble,  like  a  gloomy  dond. 

Has  gathered  thick  and  thundered  loud, 
'    He  near  my  soul  has  always  stood,      ... 
.    His  loving  kindness,  0  how  good  r 

f£li,e  has  always  stood  near  your  soul,  does  He  not  now  stand  ne& 
your  soul?  or  has  your  unchanging  Lord  changed  His  mind? 
Beloved,  He  is  assuredly  "the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever."  '      . 

*'  The  same  in  th.e  valley  as  wlien  thou  canst  see 
His  heart  oveiflowing  with  love  unto  thee.** 

r 

Hia  hejUflni^  alwf^ya  overflowing  with  love  towards  you.  His  eye  is 
1^.  ^time^  watching- over  you,  and  His  ear  is.Vyer  open  to  the 
voice  of  jow  cry.  Dktrust  Him,  why  should  you  ?  i^uesdon  His 
particiil^  <^%  what  cause  have  you  ?    None  whatev^,  I  am  sure. 
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Indeed  He  has  your  very  best  interest  at  heart,  and  in  every  trying 
dispensation  He  will  assuredly  do  you  good. 

**  When  doubts  and  fears  becloud  tfae  xuind 
Of  Jesn'slitdeband, 
A  way  to  bring  them  through  H^*U  find/ 
And  hold  them  by  His  hand." 

Although  you  cannot,  see  an  inch  brfore  yoo,  audi  .tceoakle  at  csrvery 
step  you  take,  rest  assured  that  your  best  fiiend  and  cmfy  beloved 
knows  all  about  it,  and,  in  His  own  time,  will  send  a  cheeniigr  ray, 
drop  ^  predons  word,  remove  timidity  from  the  mind,  and  enable 
yott  to  sing  to  your  Beloved  a  song  of  your  Beloved-  toudui]^  His 
vin^anL  You  well  know  that  nothing  can  overtake  you>by  chance, 
nothing  can  interfere  with  the  eternal  arrangements  of  your  God, 
and  nothing  can  poasiblv  hurt  one  hair  of  your  head.  Cheer  up, 
beloved.  The  Lord  will  appear.  The  visicMU  is  for  an  appcmited 
time.  **  He  is  not  slack  concerning  His  promise."  ^^  He  will  not 
break  the  bruised  reed,  or  quench  the  smoking  flax."  ''Many 
waters  cannot  quench  love,  neither  can  the  floods  drown  it*"  He 
baa  proidiaed  to  ''rest  in  His  love,''  and  He  means  eveiy  word ; 
and  remember  for  your  comfort, 

*'  Nothing  ehanges  His  affections, 
Abba's  love  is  still  the  same."  " 

A.   WiLCOCKSON, 


A    SERMON. 

ITie  Eighteenth. 

PfemACUBD  BT  THE  LATB    MlU   ARTHUR  TrIGGS. 

The  child  of  God  never  has  anything  sent  to  him  but  in  love :  and 
it  strikes  me  that  Christ  would  be  useless  to  us  if  we  had  not  the 
cross.  There  would  not  be  that  sympathy,  there  would  not  he  that 
feeling,  there  vould  not  be  that  preciousness  in  Christ  if  we  had  not 
His  cro^s.  But  do  not  mistake  me.  Five  or  six  and  twenty  years 
ago  I  thought  that  as  I  grew  older  I  should  become  quite  passive 
under  the  cross,  and  \^  silently. reconciled  to  it,  without  the  least 
grain  of  murmuring.  But  whether  it  is  to  my  shame  that  1  am  to 
eqpeak  it,  or  for  the  comfort  of  some  poor  tempted  child  of  God,  my 
flesli  and  blood  rebels  more  against  the  cross  of  God  than  ever ; 
and  if  the  Lord  were  not  to  keep  it  under.  He  only  blows  wb^re 
it  would  end.  I  have  felt«not  a  little  of  it  in  the  pasi  week*  I  am 
not  going  to  preach  of  my  corruptions ;  yet  I  have  had  workings  of 
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flfesh  and  blood,  carnal  reason,  and  conference  by  the  hour  with 
the  base  workings  of  human  nature. 

"  Well,  did  you  get  any  comfort  or  peace  T 

No. 

"  Did  it  endear  Jesus  T^ 

Na 

^Did  it  iK>t  elihii  your  mind  to  reflect  on  \\M  nature  ?* 

No,  not  a  grain  of  it. 

^  What  then  was  the  result  ?** 

Why,  when  the  signer  id  down  Christ  abne  is  exalted;  I  read 
by  the  hour,  and  the  more  I  read  the  more  I  rebelled.  Well,  say 
you,  you  dught  to  be  ashamed  of  it  I  will  tell  you  what  will  make 
me  ashamed  of  it :  not  all  the  reproofs  in  the  world,  nor  all  the 
mock  modesty  in  the  world;  liut  a  sweet  feeling  iu  my  heart  of  the 
previous  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 

«  Will  that  do  it  ?« 

Yea. 

••WhatistheeflSBCtr 

It  sinks  me  into  nothing,  and  Christ  is  all  in  all.  Well,  then, 
we  have  been  singing  about  the  cross-handed  blessing.  Just  think 
for  a  moment  whether  the  cross  hands  do  not  belong  to  one  person. 
Then  there  can  be  but  one  heart,  one  mind,  one  relationship. 
Ponder  this.  Who  did  it?  The  Father.  Who  did  He  do  it  to— 
the  I^yptians  ?  No,  to  His  own  relatives  that  came  out  of  His  own 
land  And  why  did  He  bless  them  ?  Because  He  loved  them. 
And  why  did  H!e  love  them  i  Because  He  could  not  help  it  God 
so  ordered  the  matter,  that  He  could  not  desist  from  loving  the 
children.  Jacob  little  thought  what  blessings  were  in  reserve  for 
him  as  the  Lord  Jesus  led  him  along,  Joseph  must  go.  Perhaps 
some  of  you  have  got  your  darlings ;  and,  as  I  said  last  Sabbath, , 
let  them  dwell  as  close  as  possible  to  your  heart,  but  they  must  not 
have  a  standing  in^your  heart.  Jacob  was  distressed  because 
Joseph  had  been  taken  away.  The  poor  man  said,  **  He  is  dead.* 
You  and  I  have  reason  to  oless  God  who  supports  us  under  like 
infirmities.  What  is  the  blessing  ?  We  have  Une  who  is  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  and  who  is  able  to  succour 
them  that  are  tempted.  The  poor  man  feared  that  he  would  go 
down  with  sorrow  to  the  grave.  1  think  you  will  find  that' during 
the  tioie  he  continued  here,  he  was  not  constantly  weeping  on 
account  Of  Joseph.  1  do  believe  in  my  soul  that  however  untoward 
such  thlngi^  may  appear,  howev;er  they  may  fill  our  mind  with  dis- 
qtdetttde,  everythmg  is  accomplished  in  love  according  to  God's 
eternal  will.  -  How  blessed  is  it  to  look  back  upon  our  many  hair- 
breadth escapes !  As  I  often  remark  to  you,  how  many  incidemts 
are  there  that  passed  then  unnoticed,  which  are  afterwards  brought 
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into  our  inward  minds.  Can  jon  bring  forward  one  things  so  to 
speaks  that  might  have  been  left  out?  No,  say  you,  I  certainly 
cannot  So  say  I.  AU  then  must  end  at  last  as  shall  please  our 
heavenly  Father.  There  is  a  secret  mor^  to  notice,  not  only  that 
it  flowed  from  love,  but  ibat  God's  wisdom  yns  connected  with  it. 
How  many  times  hav^  our  plans,  purposes,  scheines,  resolutions, 
been  alt  trnstcated^  and  you  ^d  I  hare  wcfnderqd  wbe  this  could 
be.  What  is  the  conctusion  of  the  matter  now  f  Was  not  1^ 
hand  of  the  Lord  in  all  this?  Most  assuredly.  Then  who  is  to 
have  the  glory?  .  God  alone;  and  you  and  I  wif\  diout  His 
praise.  ^  ,  -  ^ 

Now  as  the  Lord  shall  enable  me,  I  intend  to  speak  to  you  again 
uppn  the  words,  *^  All  are  yours.**  I  have  found  no  variations 
in  these  .words,  though  I  have  had  millions  of  doubts  and  fears 
since  Tuesday  night.  *^  AD  are  yours."  That  has  been  like  an 
anchor  to  my  soul:  not  one  thing  shall  be  left  out  The  words 
are,  as  you  know,  in  the  3rd  chapter  of  the  1st  epistle  of  Pau^  to 
the  Connthians :  ^'  All  things  are  yours ;  whether  Paul,  or  Apollos, 
or  Cephas,  or  the  ^orld,  or  lifei  or  death,  or .  things  present  or 
thinffs  to  come." 

We  had  got  as  &r  as  death  pn  Tuesday  night;  and  there  is  not 
a  grain  in  any  one  of  these  that  -is  not  yours.  Now  have  you  a 
heart  large  enough  to  take  this  in?  Have  you  a  mind  to  embrace 
it  by  £uth  and  call  it  ypurs  ?  Yes,  say  you,  blessed  be  God  I  can. 
Then  you  must  go  a  little  further :  God  aLso  is  our  God  for  ever 
and  ever,  and  Be  will  be  our  guide  unto  death;  Now  I  am  led 
to  this  subject  of  death  again.  Tou  know  that  for  a  person  to  be 
dead  and  alive  too  sounds  very  strange.  Many  cannot  understand 
this,  yet  no  one  is  right  in  his  mind  without  this ;  neither  is  he 
right  about  the  things  of  God ;  neither  is  he  right  about  the  rest 
that  remaineth  for  tne  people  of  God.  To  be  thus  he  must  be 
dead  and  he  must  be  alive.  Oh  I  the  blessedness  of  being  alivp  in 
Jesus  Christ  I  should  not  mind  if  I  were  to  die  a  million  deaths 
in  myself;  that  would  not  alter  mv  position.  Eternal  life  being  in 
Jesus  Christ,  it  is  like  Himself,  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
for  ever.  Jesus  saith  it  shall  stand.  <«  Because  I  live,"  says  He, 
<<ye  shaO  live  also.*  I  cannot  but  remark  here  upon  one  great 
mistake  amongst  religious  people — ^that  they  try  to  live  more  by 
themselves  than  they  do  by  Jesus  Christ  Joy  attempting  to  live 
by  what  you  feel,  and  what  you  are,  and  what  you  enaeavour,  your 
standing  seems  to  change  with  your  feelings ;  your  foot  seems  to 
give  way,  your  path  seems  to  be  swallowed  up,  the  inheritance 
seems  to  be  out  or  sight.  Now  this  is  wrong.  What  I  say  you,  must 
I  not  judge  at  all  from  my  experience  ?  .No,  not  to  stand  upon 
it     You  and  I  cannot  stand  upon  our  experience.     We  have 
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ezp^eijices  and  w^  bles?  God  for  it  Where  are  w^  to  ataod?  ^  In 
Chri^ti,  4^a4  ,1  ^pul4  throw  out.  a  hint  oa  this  blessed  subject, 
that  as  yqu  i^e^  brought  ^  a  Igiowledge  of  your  ^:andiQg  in  Christf 
and  of  Chri^  a?  your  life^ you.  will  ^d  some  point  of.  fta^flity  in 
your , mind  whi(4i  the.dev^l^an  never  upset       ..  i,,        .  ,, 

Wey,'.t^n,.  as^e  life  of,the^chiId  is  in  Christy  .  ^nd  you  and  I 
arejDDembers  of  Gisbo<^y,  there  i^  no  separation  iroin(!j|linsu,  There 
was  no  death  iit  Jesus  gbxist  when  He.  died^  Spiy  do  you  mean  ? 
Why^  thei;^  .w^s  no  cessation  of  eternal  life  in  Him^  thoug|i  He  cUed 
for  our  sins*  Ii^  His  cleath  there  was  the  same  eternal  unchange- 
able life.  He  is  Jesus  Christ  **  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
eyer.''  ,  |f  it  had  not  beein  ao'  there  would  have  been  a  cessation 
betwjeen  the  Old  Testament  saints  and  the  New.  I  trust  the  Lord 
will  keep  us  ms^ing  more  of  Jesus  Christ  than  qf  anything  we  feel 
or  pf  anything  we  experience.  Why  ?  .  Becau^  as  He  is  the 
foundation  laid  in  Zion^  so  He  ^^ever  liveth  to  make  intercession 
for  uaf  .,  .  , 

Now  I  will  just  proceed  to  drop  another  hint  in  love  and  affec- 
tion this  morning.  You  and  I  cannot  live  without  prayer.  Oh ! 
saY  you,  I  like  to  pr^.  So  do  L  I  like  to  keep  up  stated  times ! 
Tnat  I  cannot  do.  1  speak  freely  to  you.  I  generally  find  tbat  I 
can  pray  best  when  God  first  speaks  a  word  into  niy  neart;  then, 
whetner  on  my  knees,  lying. down,  sitting  or  walking,  my  soul  goes 
forth  in  holy  longiugs  and  breathings  towards  Godl  Well  but,  say 
you,  what  are  you  going  to  say  in  connection  with  prayer?  I  am 
going  to  tell  you  not  to  put  any  trust  in  your  prayers.  Never 
attepipt  to  make  them  a  mediator.  Always  cleave  close  to  the 
person  of  the  Son  of  God,  the  Mediator  between  God  and  man, 
who  hath  said  to  everyone  of  us,  as  He  said  to  popr  Peter,  '*  I  have 
prayed  for  thee  that  tny  faith  fail  not"  May  we  be  led  into  a  right 
apprehension  of  these  most  glorious  truths,  so  that  Christ  may  be 
tons  ^^allinalL" 

But  we  poceed  to  notice  that  in  connection  with  life  there  i? 
death.  Allow  me  here  to  use  my  own  words,  or  else  I  shall  not 
understand  myself.  How  blessed  it  is  to  have  life  in  death.  1  da 
not  much  like  that  saying  in  the  Church  of  England,  '^In  the.  midst 
of  life  we  are  in  death."  That  is  impossible.  Transpose  the  sen- 
tence and  you  have  just  got  the  secret:  In  the  midst  of  death  and 
dying  \fe  are  inlife*  If  in  the  midst  of  life  we  were  in  death,  death 
woula  come  after  life  instead  of  life  after  death,  and  then  what 
hop^  what  confidence,  what  consolation  or  blessedness  could  you 
apd  I  enjoy  ?  Let  us  now  go  a  step  further.  There  is  an  utter 
impossibility,  when  the  child  of  God  is  dead  to  sin,  that  sin  can 
have  dominion  over  him.  Well  but,  say  you,  you  cannot  imagine 
how  I  am  troubled  about  my  sins:  I  groan,  being  burdened.     Now 
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if  8ii:i  bad  domioiou  oyer  you  A&ce  woidd  be.  no  burdeot  ^tim 
would  be  jao  ^ighiag^  thece  would  be  no  grief  fdh;  on  aoeoont  of  it 
Wby  ?  Beofiuse  yo^  would  im^wef  to  the  ^eempdoa  of  those  who 
are  paa|  feelinfl^  g^teu  over  to  a  vepiohate  vdoA,  having:  their  con* 
science  searea  as  with  a  hot  iron.  It  is  not  so  with  a  child  of 
God  that  ill  dead.  Not  only  is  he  dead  to  sin,  but  as  Paul  beauti- 
fully says,  **1  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law.**  What  for? 
^lliat  I  may  live  unto  God."  That  is  a  maryellous  exchange. 
^*  I  through  the  law."  I  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  law ;  yet  in 
Christ  the  law  was  fulfilled.     What  then  ?    His  obedience  is  im- 

Suted  unto  me  for  righteousness.  What  then?  Himself,  the  Liord 
ehoyah,  is  my  rignteousness.  Well  now,  marking  down  these 
glMous  mercies,  imat  remains  ?  Wliy,  we  were  buried  with  Christ 
in  baptisin  unto  death.  And  what  follows?  That  like  as  Christ 
was  raised  up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so 
we  also  shbmd  walk  in  newness  df  life. 

We  now  come  to  .the  next  particular  mentioned  after  death: 
''Thinffls  present."  Now,  what  aie  the  things  present?  Why, 
some  of  yon  can  enumerate  a  great  many ;  but  perhi^  they  msv 
go  beyond  enumeration.  I  never  could  enumeifile  very  nmcn 
nurther  than  millions.  I  could  not  understand  persons  when  they 
spoke  about  btUions  and  trillions.  Yet  this  perhaps  does  not  even 
^  so  fisff  as  things  present.  Suppose  we  sum  them  up  in  a  narrow 
compass.  Well  then,  how  shall  we  begin?  First,  you  say,!  have 
a  corrupt  nature,  1  have^a  deceitful  heart — ^I  fiiul  that  fh>m  the 
crown  of  my  head  to  the  sole  of  my  foot  there  is  no  soundness  in 
me.  Why  should  you  be  grieved  about  this?  it  is  just  the  posi- 
tion for  God's  mercy  tb  descend ;  it  is  just  the  situation  for  God's 
grace  to  be  communicated;  and  this  is  just  the  way  to  honour  Grod 
me  Father,  who  hath  brought  us  into  it,  and  met  us  with  ever^ 
covenant  blessing  to  do  us  good.  Well  then,  marking  down  this 
blesring  as  your  own,  the  Holy  Ghost  tells  you  to  be  contented. 
Ah,  say  you,  this  or  that  is  very  trying.  If  you  were  not  the  subject 
of  these  things  God's  mercy  could  not  be  communicated  to  you. 
Well,  say  you,  I  believe  what  you  say,  and  I  hope  to  understand 
and  experience  it.  I  hesitate  not  to  say  I  would  not  live  in  this 
wilderness  without  it  for  worlds.  Why?  Because^  I  should  be 
unfit  for  communion  with  God  in  Christ.  Who  were  the  compa- 
nicms  of  Jesus  in  the  days  of  His  flesh?  Not  the  rich,  not  the 
starched  pharisees,  not  the  lawyers  and  doctors  of  law,  not  the 
scribes;  but  Mary  Magdalene  with  seven  devils,  a  brother  of  mine 
among  the  tombs  with  a  legion  of  devils,  a  poor  blaspheming  thie^ 
a  woman  with  a  bloody  issue,  a  man  with  a  withered  hand,  another 
leprous,  others  blind,  and  halt,  and  maimed,  and  withered.  These 
were  the  persons  to  whom  the  Lord  shewed  mercy.     Oh  how 
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endearlDfi^  this  subject  ib  to  a  poor  child  of 'God !  I  do  not  mean 
thy  comiption  and  mlile,  but  the  extemion  ci  GkKl^  mevc^  to  us 
in  CbrisL  This  wims  the  heart,  tbh  eotnfottB  the  mind,  this 
enoooragei^  the  beiievto  iiy  Otarltit ;  yeiiy  It  taidtes  J^ue  all  in  all. 


t  I 


iT9  h9  GQftfi^m^) 


.    •    I      1 


NO  RESTRAINT  TO  LOTE. 

BsLO¥£]>  iv.Jb8U%*-I  thank  you  for  your  last,  from  which  the 
Loid  gave  me-  a  blessing.  Should  like  to  know  HI  jpoar  heeltb  i6 
better,  and  whether  you  hove  a  Chapel  to  preach  in«  I  marvel 
^atly  at  all  thinss  which  have  happenjBd :  doubtless  the  L(»d  will 
instruct  you  by  them.  I  am  ready  to  feel  that  I  can  never  write 
to  you  again,  you  are  so  £ur  above  alL  But,  however,  in  the  valley 
we  may  sing  our  low  notes  of  love  and  praise  to  the  wordzy  Lamb^ 
and  tboi^h  my  heart  has  been  moved  by  your  afflictions,  sis  the 
trees  {of  l£e  wood  are  moved  by  the  wino,  while  yours  has  been 
kept  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Divine  fidthfulness ;  yet  the  Loid 
humUetb  Himself  to  them  tsS  such  low  estate,  and  visiteth  His 
handmaid  with  His  mercy  which  endureth  for  ever.  Oh!  indeed, 
thoiigh  I  am  so  little  of  stature  in  &ith.  He  condescends  to  abide  at 
my  house,  and  in  my  heart,  and  I  am  covered  with  His  feathers, 
and  hidden  in  the  cleft  of  the  smitten  Bock.  Justice  smote  Him, 
while  He  shielded  me:  and.  Oh  I  what  streams  of  love,  blood,vand 
living  water  gushed  out  of  that  full  Fountain  which  was  opened  for 
the  House  of  David  for  sin  and  for  uncleanness  I — a  clean  foonlain 
for  filthy  sinners ;  a  pure  Stream  for  all  manner  of  impurities ;  a 
warm-hearted  Brother  bom  for  adversity;  a  loving,  lovely  Bride«- 

froom  for  such  a  vile  unfaithful  worm  as  I  f  Ever  would  I  praise 
Urn  in  lip  and  life.  <*  Let  my  mouth  be  filled  with  Thy  praise, 
and  Thy  honour  all  the  day  long."  How  precious  also  are  Thy 
thoughts  unto  me,  O  God  I  if  I  would  count  them,  they  are  more 
than  the  hairs  of  my  head :  when  I  awake  (from  my  own  foolish 
thoughts)  I  am  still  with  Thee ;  for  there  is  and  can  be  no  separation 
between  the  Head  and  -members.  The  Head  is  lifted  op  above 
the  waters,  and  therefore  the  members  cannot  drown  in  passing 
throu^.  All  Thy  waves  and  billows  went  ovet  Uim,  and  they 
were  safe  in  Him  then«  Some  of  Thy  waves  and  billows  go  over 
them,  and  they  are  safe  in  Him  still.  The  Ark  is  lifted  up  above 
the  waters,  and  the  Lord  hath  shut  them  in ;  so  that  in  the  floods 
of  ficreat  waters  they  shall  not  come  nifi^h  unto  Him.     Thou  art  my 
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Htding-fiboe.   Thw shult  pwi^rve  me  fiom  $nd  is  tzop^e;  Thou 
diak  TOinpiMM  Boie  about  mui  «Qn»  c^delj^ei^^ 

Ohl  -heioved*  'wfaat^kptbstcrf'b^ssednea^  are  la^ho^e  t^K>.  words, 
<<iii.iQM[ir  4ii  laogmge  kloo  ^sveak  to  aet  U  fcH^;-  but  there 
yfre  am#  Lord,  Tbon  haat  beM  oor  dw^iofc^plao^  in  fdl  genera- 
tima*  Evea  from  ever  lasting  to  ovedaating  Thm^  art  God*  ^  Thoa 
tomeat  man  to  ^traettcm,  but  aayaat  to  TJbiue  own  children, 
retoPQ^  from  the  first  Adam  to  tbe  aeeond,  in  whom  Thou  hast 
devided  aieanB  that  these  Thy  banished  shall  not  te  espellad  from 
Theei  though  they  have  to  pass  through  the  images  of  t^  M: 
yea»  though  they  walk  Uirough  the  wriky  of  tbe  .shadow  of  death, 
BO  evil  shall  be&U  them;  for  Thou  art  with  them,  and  they  are  safe 
iu  Thee.  Bless  the  Lofd»  O  my  soul  I  <<Of  Him  aipe  we  in 
Christ  Jesna^  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom^  and  vi^h^;eoQs- 
uess,  and  sanctification,  and  redemption."  With  what  milk  and 
fcouayidoes  our  good  Umd  abooodl  We  do  *<not  lack  anything 
in  <it"  But)  Ah  I  that  wretv^ed  forBaking  the  Fountwx.of  Eving 
WMersI  Tb&te  is  such  a.  thing  as  that,  and  then  ^our  wretched 
lameness. we  deplore."  But,  .thoueh  I  am  a  guilty  one  in  thie^  and 
lAame  dodi  belong  to  me,  yet  wiU  I  praise  the  Fountain;  praise 
our  good  lands  praise  Him  who  bears  with  all  my  ill  manneis,  and 
says,  <<  for  your  shame  ye  shall  have  double,  and  for  oonfrisicHi  ye 
shall  rejoice  in  your  portion."  <<  Hie  Lord  is  my  p<»tiQa:^  saith 
my  soul ;,"  ^'  therefore  in  this  land  they  shall  po^ess  the  double, 
everlasting  joy  unto  them."  Oh!  the  wonders  of  covenaat  love, 
covenant  provision,  and  covenant  supply,  not  according  to  our  need 
only,  but  according  to  His  riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus,  ^our 
heavenly  Elkanah  who  is  our  worthy  portion,  and  better  to  us 
than  sons,  daughters,  and  all  beside.  Wrapt  up  in  Him,  and  His 
preeioQS  love,  I  rest  to  the  praise  of  the  Hofy  Three,  <^  accepted  in 
the  Beloved,"  *' complete  in  Him  "  in  whom  I  am  with  best  wrishes 

Ever  yours  affectionately.  Bum* 


TO  OUR  FRIENDS  IN  THE  NORTH- 

Beloved  in  the  Lord, — May  the  Holy  Ghost  this  monungtake 
me  into  His  blessed  hands,  lead  my  mind,  and.  direct  my  j^q,  so 
that  I  may  pen  a  few  words  to  the  glory  of  our  beloved  £ord|  and 
the  mutual  benefit  of  the  living  children  residing  in  the  North* 
If  we  are  furtherers  of  each  omer^s  joy  in  the  l>oi:d,  it  ihust  be 
brought  about  exclusively  by  the  Lord;  for  without  Him  we  can 
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do tiotbing.  This^ we  often  si^, batmora  frequently  ftirget^  There 
are  many  things  in  previdenee  that  we  tty  to  tDttnage  ourselves, 
but  have  to  eventttaify  pi?ove  that  we  oannot  makd  one  biur  white 
or  blaek,  or  add  a  clibit  to  6Wt  statnre.  To^  manage  for  ^unselves, 
is  to  virtnally  say,  '*  We  will  not  liave  this  mao  to  reign  oMr  hsl" 
It  is  no  mnau  Mereif  bestowednpon  us  by  oorc^ovetiant  God  when 
He  Mndly' brings  «»  into  the  helplessness  and  sinpHcity  of.  a^'llide 
dbild.  We^read  that  .the  dear  Lord  in  the  days  ot  Hia 'flesh  ^took 
a  child,  anci'set  kim  bv  Utnu^  M^y  He  take  me  this  nfomtng  in 
aH  ray  'he^kesness  ana  nothingness,  lead  me  by  His  Spirit  into  all 
tmtfa,  end  eotafele  me  to  write  fer  the  furtherance'  of  your  kaow- 
ledge-  ^^  of  the  mystery  of  God,  and  of  the  Father,  and  of  Ohrist, 
tihat  ye  may  he  fillea  with  i^U  the  fulness  of  God.^  This  will 
enable  you  to  joyfully  ezclaii^  with  Paul,  ^' I  have  all  and 
aboundl"  .  .  .     i      » 

How  shall  we  commence  this  omr  epistle  of  love,  seeing  that  our 
Grpd  of  love  ie  a  mighty  deep  infinitely  beyond  the  creature  line  to 
fathom  ?  What  can  we  say  of  that  Almighty  Jesus,  who  is  cidled 
Lord  of  lords  and  King  of  kings  ?  How  can  we  .speak'or  write  in 
suitable  terms  of  B[im  before  whom  angels  veil  their  faces,  crying, 
^^  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  God  Almighty  I  Heaven  is  full  of  Thy 
glory  7^  ^.QW  utterly  impossible  it  is  to  set  His  glory  forth  I  He 
is  an  endless  theme,  an  infinite  subject.  He  is  before  all,  above 
all,  beneath  all,  beyond  all.  He  is  the  Alpha  of  our  salvation,  and 
the  Omega  of  our  redemption.  He  is  the  life  of  our  spirit,  the 
light  <tf  our  mind;  the  joy  of  our  heart,  the  boast  of  our  tongue. 
He  is  the  ofeily  object  worthy  the  gaze  of  our  spiritual  eyes,  and  the 
only  subject  worth  meditating  upon.  He  ia  the  Shepnei^  of  His 
bleating  sheep  even  while  in  this  wilderness  state.  He  is  the 
Bishop  of  oilr  souls,  and  He  will  bless  us :  He  is  the  Bridegrodm 
of  our  heart,  and  He  will  endear  Himself  to  us.  He  is  the  Father 
of  his  children,  and  will  deal  out  lordly  portions  to  each  and  to  all 
according  to  the  love  of  His  heart,  and  th*e  desire  of  their  mind. 
All  forming  His  numerous  household  shall  prove  that  He  will 
cause  those  that  love  Him  to  inherit  substance,  and  He  will  fill  all 
their  treasures.  Yes,  He  will  cause  us  to  inherit  Himself  our  sub- 
stance, and  He  will  fill  all  our  trea^ures.  We  know  that  the  love  of 
God  is  a  treasure  to  our  soul,  and  a  jewel  to  our  mind,  and  a  cordial 
to  our  heart ;  but  Christ  Himself  fills  this  treaaure.  God's  love  is 
fixed  upon  us  in  Christ,  and  Christ  is  God's  love  shed  abroad  in 
our  heart    Thus  He  Himself  fills  this  treasure. 

A  good  hope  through  grace  is  another  valuable  treasure,  which 
Christ  alone  fills;  for  we  have  no  spiritual  hope  but  Himself  He 
is  the  Hope  of  tarael  and  the  Saviour  thereof.    This  hope  maketh 
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not  ashdmed,  hot  is  an  aDcbor  of  the  aooL  It  n  the  root  of  the 
matter  in  oar  heart,  and  the  plant  of  renown  to  oar  spiiitnd  mind. 
It  is  Chtist  in  OS  die  hope  of  ^ory.  Hitt  tTeasore  of  hope,  then, 
Christ  ffimself  flHs;  and  we  find  that  He  is  a  good  hope,  a  gtvcious 
hope,  a  blessed  hope,  and  a  glorions  hope.  ' 
'  The  fiiitb  6f  Gfod's  eleet  is  a  choice  treasore,  and  none  hot  living 
cMdren  possess  it;  and  Christ  SBs  that  treasdre;  Tor  Be  »  ftith's 
author,  dbject,  and  snbject;  and  ^^this  is  the  victory  that  over- 
cometfa  the  world,  even  oar  fidth;*  anci,  says  Chrkt,  '*Be  of  g<»d 
cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  worid."  Hence  He  alone  filb  the 
treasores  of  finth,  hope,  and  charity;  bnt  the  greatesrt  of  these  tre»- 
sures  which  Christ  fiDs  is  charity.  This  is  the  tfiird  h^iven  into 
whidb  Paul  rose,  the  more  excellent  way  which  beggared  all 
description,  the  para^Kse  of  joy  which  no  lan&:nage  coold  set  forth, 
the  heaven  of  flight  which  it  was  atteriy  impossible  to  portray 
with  human  pen  or  tongue.  Aideed  it  was  and  is  the  arbor  of 
eternal  repose,  the  bower  of  everiasting  peace  and  rest-  Whatever 
maj  change  (k  an  earthly  nature;  whatever  alterations  may  occur 
among  the  natural  sons  of^dam;  these  three  eternal  verities  remain; 
these  three  unalterable  treasures  are  fin*  ever  secured  to  us,  by  Him 
who  cannot  lie ;  by  Him  who  is  **  God  over  all,  blessed  for  ever- 
more:" and  Christ  Himself  fills  these  invaluable  treasures. 

^Let others  tfter  eartb  aspire, 
Christ  b  the  treasure  I  desire.* 

Another  treasure  we  possess  is  the  blood  of  the  covenant^  ot  the 
life  of  our  spiritual  High  driest.  As  the  blood  is  the  life,  and 
Christ  is  our  life,  He  alone  must  fill  this  inestimable. tieasnre. 
''  Without  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission  of  sin."  Heoce 
s^s  Christ,  ^  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep."  He  laid  it  down. 
He  took  it  up  again,  and  is  gone  up  on  hi^  as  ouf  life,  and  He 
lives  in  us  our  life,  and  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being  in 
Him  who  is  our  life ;  so  that  Christ  the  fidth  of  God,  the  hope  of 
God,  and  the  love  of  God  is  our  treasure ;  also  Christ  our  life, 
ligh^  joy,  and  peace  is  our  treasure.  While  He  lives  in  us  and  we 
in  Him,  our  life  is  secure.  He  is  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  us, 
and  the  gk>iy  in  the  midst  of  us.  This  was  the  hedge  around  Job, 
which  the  serpent  could  not  make  a  hole  in. 

**  In  Tain  the  tempter  smmnon'd  all 
His  black  infernal  crew. 
He  ooold  noi  cause  this  fence  to  iall. 

Or  force  a  passage  through."  « 

This  constrained  Job  to  say,  ^^  Though  He  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust 
in  Him.''    This  hedge  is  a  wall  of  fire,  a  wall  of  grace,  a  wall  of 
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life,  a  wall  of  light/ and  a  wall  of  blood.  This  is  the  liquid  shield 
of  &ith  which  quenches  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wickeo.  Tlufi  is 
the  high  tower  into  .,which  all  the  sicMiistrefsed  apd  devil4iuQted 
diildreB  nm  for  safety*  Tb^s  is  the  dity  of  refiipQ  iato  which  no 
avenger  of  blood  can  enter.  It  is  the  tree  of  lite  under  which  all 
the  blood^boiyght  iiunilj  fi  nd  food  :and  shelter*  Jt  is  the  house  of 
banquet  wbese  the  livuig  in  Jerusalem  feast  on  royal  daintier  and 
drink  the  good  old  wine  of  the  ^ritual  kinsdom  of  grace  and 
glorjr. '  It  is  the  arbor  of  everlasting  peace  and  me  bower  of  eternal 
rest  in*  Jesns*  Christ  Himself  is  to  the  spiritual  mind  all  and  in 
alL  He  filla  our  treasures ;  for  we  can  possess  no  treasure  that  He 
is  not  the  fulness  o£  We  can  draw  no  line  between  grace  and 
Christ,  glory  and  (/hrist*  He  is  both  grace  and  glory.  He  is  the 
good  g^  and  the  perfect  gift«  and  the  unspeakable  gift. 

'^  T«  nnctified  finnen,  adora 

This  Saviour  so  rich  to  redeem  j 
N6  creature  can  ever  explore 
^  The  treasures  of  goodness  in  Him. 

He  riches  faaa  ever  in  storey 

And  treasures  that  never  can  waste  ; 
Here's  pardon,  here's  grace ;  yea,  and  more, 
Here's  glory  eternal  at  Uuit.'' 

"  This  honour  have  all  the  saints :  praise  ye  the  Lord.'* 

Beloved,  how  are  the  few  sheep  getting  on  at  Hull,  Skidby,  and 
Riston?  Has  the  great  and  good  Shepnerd  led  them  upon  the 
high  mountains  of  Israel  lately,  or  are  thev  bleating  to  hear'His 
voice,  and  see  His  lovely  &ce  ?  Will  nothing  but  His  gracious 
presence  satisfy  their  large  desire?  Has  He  not  said  that  He  will 
both  search  out  and  find  His  sheep  ?  Has  He  not  also  promised  to 
feed  them?  To  be  sure  He  has.  Can  He  go  fix>m  His  word? 
Impossible. 

"  StiU  on  His  plighted  lov<^ 
At  all  events,  rely ; 
The  very  hidings  of  His  face 
Will  train  thee  np  to  joy." 

Do  not  think  that  we  can  forget  you,  though  we  are  so  fsr  sepa-* 
rated  firom  you.  There  are  many  parsons  at  Hull  infinitely.  &rther 
from  you  than  are  we.  How  is  this  ?  They  are  in  nature,  we  are 
dwelhng  together  in  grace  union.  Here  no  time  can  interfere^ 
here  no  space  can  separate.  This  caused  Paul  the  aged  to  say, 
"  Though  absent  in  body,  yet  present  in  spirit.*'  What  a  secret, 
beloved !  Who  can  understand  a  millionth  part  of  the  blessed- 
ness of  it  I    This  is  it — 

"  Bound  m  life's  bundle,  called  His  own, 
As  sons  of  peace  to  Him  for^nown." 

But  we  must  slacken  our  pace.     Well,  love  knows  no  limitation. 
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Wlien  we  commence  the  theme  of  love,  in  our  epistle  of  loye»  to 
the  children  of  love,  we  know  not  how  to  stay  love's  free  flowings. 
Like  the  swelling  tide,  it  covers  all.  Like  the  rolling  ocean,  it 
bears  up  all  ship.wbioh  are  watertight;  and  we  know  that  our 
Ark  is  water-  tignt,  wind*tight,  and  fire-tight«  We  are  well  assured 
that  ^fdiat  tbe^poet  said  wa9  trsex  .        *  >•    -^ 

^**  With  Christ  m  the  yeaaei,  1  smile  at  ihe  8torm.f 


It  is  sweet  to  ooiommie  by  the  way  -of  Gbm^iwho  is  our 
Imowing  jUbat  He  is  a  pajth  that  na  fowl  knchi^eth.  i^'No  lioikfihall 
be  there  ;**  fi>r  Chjrist  shall  be  .our  everlasting  Jigbly  our  Gbad»  our 
eloffy.  How  jHseeioua,  then,  it. is  to  be , enabled. to* wdkja  Him 
the  Und  of  npdgbineas,  to  dwell  in  Him  the  pew  ooyensa^  to  sit 
down  in  Him  our  Father's  house  oCbtytiqaet,  tp  wag  iorHim  who 
is  oar  song*    The  poet  sings^  and  we  join  him : 

**  Then  will  we  sing  more  sweet,  more  loud. 

And  Ohrist  sIwH  be  oar  song."  4 

I 

By  way  of  closing,  we  will  say,  Cheer  up,  beloved,  we  are  Hearing 
home.  Soon  we  shall  see  Him  as  He  Is.  We  now  possess  the 
earnest,  then  we  shall  realise  full  possession.  We  now  pluck  and 
eat  the  first-fruits,  theja  we  shall  enjoy  the  full  harve3t.  We  now 
get  gleams  of  glory,  but  then  we  shall  see  the  Sun  in  His  full 
strength,  bask  under  His  mid*day  shining,  and  sing  with  all  the 
blood-bought  host  ^^XJnto  Him  who  hath  loved  us,  and  washed  us 
from  our  sins  in  His  OWN  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and 
priests  unto  God  and  His  Father :  unto  EQm  be  glory,  dominion, 
and  power,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen.** 

'^Oa  mch  love«  my  mmi],  still  pORdei^ 
Love  so  greaty  so  richi  so  free; 
Say,  whilst  lost  in  holy  wonder, 
Why,  6  Lord^  such  love  to  me  ? 

HaUelnjah  t 
Once  shall  zeign  etenudly." 

As  ever,  my  wife  joins  me  in  our  very  best  love  to  all  saints, 
wishing  each  much  of  the  presence  of  Him  who  is  all  our  salvadon, 
and  all  our  desire.  My  dear  wifb  has  been  once  more  on  the 
borders  of  death,  but  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  restore  tier  in 
part;  and  we  trust  that  He  will  soon  say,  **I  will,  be  thon  tohoie.^ 
**  He  healeth  all  our  diseases.**  We  do  not  think  th^t  the  Atmosphere 
here  suits  her  at  all ;  but  it  is  sweet  to  rise  above  changing  axmos- 
pheres  into  the  unchanging  one  of  boundless  love,  precious  blood, 
and  solid  peace  and  rest  in  Jesus. 

Very  afiectionately  vours, 

A.  WlIiCOCKSON. 

Plymouth,  Octbher  10th,  1S66. 
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My  dear  Sib, — On  again  looking  amr  jRoar  '^S^AwfLjiP  ItoUerfe 

?ou  are  not  ashamed  to  ^  own  your  origin.  You  do  not  wish  to 
ide  in  oblivion  tlie  knowledge  of  what  your  friends ;  or^  rather^  I 
shoi:dd  majy  reiatfonli  Me*  Semng  tlAs,  has  pat  me  iir  mmd'to  ask 
a  fimMw  of  iyotu  WiH  jou  please  give^  in  the  ^'VPitnesB^"  a 
smptoni  view  of^what  is  the  duty  of  one  who  is  a  child  of  Ood;  or^ 
rattier^  pntfesses*  to  be,  tow«^  diose  of  near  nlativea  who  may  Bet 
hanre  been;  so  bighiy  favoured  by  Providence  as  to>  this  wwld's 
goods.  Are  they  to  disown  them  because  they  are  poor^  nay^ 
rather,  because  they  cannot  make  a  show  in  the  world,  but  have 
to  get  their  living  in  a  less  respectable  way.  than  some  others  may 
do?  Others  may  have  been  cubsipated,  and  brought  upon  them- 
selves want  and  misery,  are  they  to  die  unheeded  because  they  have 
brought  disgrace  upon  their  richer  reladves  who  have  had  God's 
bridle  put  upon  their  natural  corrupt  passions,  and  so  have  not  run  ' 
the  lengths  m  sin  which  others  may  have  done  ?  *  I  do  not  say  that 
sin  is  to  be  tolerated  because  human  nature  can  do  no  better; 
but  at  the  same  time,  according  to  my  humble  opinion,  bowels  of 
compassion  are  not  to  be  shut  up  from  those  who  have  been  left  to 
themselves. 

I  do  not  prcrfess  to  be  very  learned,  but  I  think  I  can  see  a  little 
of  what  scripture*  teaches.  For  instance,  Mary,  the  mother  of 
Jesus^  was  a  pauper  upon  the  beloved  Disciple  John  {or  life,  and 
that,  too,  at  the  command  of  Him  who  **  Spake  and  it  was  done/' 
We  do  not  read  that  John  despised  her  on  account  of  her  necessitous 
condition  (for  I  doubt  not  that  she  was  poor,)  but,  '<  That  disciple 
took  her  to  his  own  home."  We  alsa  read  that  David,  after  nis 
exaltation  to  the  throne  of  Israel,  did  not  disown  his  ragged  regi- 
ment, but  chose  from  them  hia  *^  Mighty  men.'' 

If  Jesus  our  Elder  Brother  had  not  exercised  bowels  of  compas- 
sion toward^  Hia  poverty-stricken  relations  He  never  would  have 
bestowed  upon  them  the  whole  of  His  kin^om.  and  that,  too^  in 
His  lifetime ;  that  is,  to  share  His  throne  with  Him ;  nay,  actualbr 
take  .away  th^.cags  tmd  clothe  them  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  be  fit 
to  appear  with  Him  in  the  best  company  He  keeps.  Is  Christ  in 
any  way  a  pattern  to  His  household,  to  those  who  profess  to  belong 
to  Him  ? 

I  shall  be.  glad  if  you  will,  enlarge  upon  the  small  porticm  of 
Scripture  proofe  which  I  have  brought  in  fiivour  of  *' Bowels  of 
compassion ;"  for  I  can  assure  yen  I  am  a  needy  one,  and  am 
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tfaankftd  if  I  can  snatch  if  it  be  but  a  crumb  as  it  fidk  from  the 
^^  Master's  table  :**  and  bee  to  subscribe  mjfself,  my  dear  sir, 

YouFB,  in  '^  hope  against  h<^,* 

Lazabub. 

[The  Lord  has  said  that  ^the  poorahall  never  cease  oat  of  the 
hind  ;**  and  it  is  well  for  them  that  tfaq^  are  not  despiaed  of  the 
Lord,  but  are  thought  much  more  of  bjr  His  Divine  MafeBty  than 
are  the  rich.  There  is  not  one  promise,  of  a  fre&-graoe  natore,  in 
all  the  WcMrd  of  God,  made  in  fiivour  of  the  rich;  and  it  is  more 
than  notion  with  us  that  very  few  of  the  **  well-to-do  in  life"  are 
the  snfajocts  of  God's  rich  grace.  As  a  rule,  they  ^'haye  their 
portion  in  this  life:''  and  they  are  quite  welcome  to  it  fiv  us;  for 
we  have  no  reascm  to  envy  them. 

It  is  very  evident  that  our  (3orrespondent  is  one  who  is  very 
much  tried  in  temporal  matters,  and  tightly  esteemed  by  those  who 
ure  members  of  the  same  natural  household,  and  prafiuaedfy  subjects 
of  the  same  grace :  and  the  only  cause  of  this  cool  treatment  is 
poverty.     Poor  poverty  I    How  despised  art  thou  I 

The  Word  of  God  says  that  **  the  rich  have  many  friends,  while 
the  poor  is  bated  even  of  bis  own  neighbour"  (Prov.  ziv.  20), 
We  also  read,  *^  Wealth  maketh  many  friends:  but  the  poor  is 
sepan^ed  from  his  neighbour."  Is  poverty  a  crime?  One  would 
imagine  so,  for  those  who  are  subjected  to  it,  and  the  subjects  of  it, 
are  treated  more  like  criminals  than  honest  persons ;  and  in  many 
instances  the  rich  despiser  and  the  poor  despised  in  childhood  were 
plajifelhws  and  their  parents  companions.  Providence  has  now 
varied  their  condition.  The  one  is  in  poverty's  vale,  the  other  in 
luxury's  lap.  The  latter,  like  Dives,  feres  sumptuously  every  day; 
the  former,  like  Lazarus,  begs  at  the  rich  man's  gates,  .^at,  lo 
and  behold,  death  reverses  the  order  I  The  poor  man  is  comforted, 
the  rich  tormented.  The  former  is  high  up  in  Abraham^  bosonif 
the  latter  low  down  in  the  bifrning  billows  of  helL  What  a  con- 
tract I  And  what  an  eternally  separating  gulf  I  Who  would  envy 
the  rich  their  sorry  portion  here  ?  The  poor  child  of  God  has  no 
reason  to  do  so ;  for  he  has  endurable  riches  in  righteousness  in 
living  oneness  with  his  precious  Lord,  to  whom  he  is  joined  and 
one  spirit 

The  Lord,  for  veiy  wise  purposes,  keeps  the  greater  portion  of 
His  children  extremely  poor,  and  they  are  often  greatly  puzaded 
to  know  why  He  should ;  for  they  are  well  aware  that  the  gold  and 
silver  are  Uis,  and  entirely  at  His  disposal  They  are  too  often 
envious  when  they  see  the  prosp^ity  of  the  wicked :  but  at  such 
times  they  are  apt  to  forget  that,  as  a  rule,  they  (the  rich)  are 
enjoying  their  only  portion.     What  is  our  mortal  Jife  ?    It  is  out  a 
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vapours  gone  with  apuffi  What  are  the  pomps  and  Fanities  of  this 
subloDary  state  ?  Tmy  are  not  worth  the  thought  of  a  child  of 
God.  What  did  -Moses,  think  of  the  treasures  of  Egypt?  He 
poured  contempt  upon  diem,  ^^  choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction 
with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  sin  for  a 
aeaso^^'^  Where  shall  we  look  &r  a  Moses  in  this  day  ?  Would 
he  not  be  conddered  a  mere  fool  even  b;  those  who  profess  to 
know  and  lave  and  worship  his.  God  ?  Are  not  the  world  and  m'o- 
fessoTB  of  truth  going  hand  in  hand  in  our  day?  Where  is  the  line 
of  separation  to  be  seen  ?  What  outward  oifference  is  discover- 
able r    Alas  I  none. 

We  were  very  much  astonished  a  short  time  ago  when  in  Town 
at  something  we  were  compelled  to  see.  It  was  this.  We  casually 
dropped  into  a  friend's  house  one  evening,  and  had  scarcely  become 
seated  ^»  two  of  the  daught^s  came  down  stairs  in  full  dress  for 
an  evening  party.  Another  minute  a  cab  drove  up,  when  father 
and  dauemers  were  off.  Where?  We  did  not  a^  Evidently, 
not  to  the  house  of  God  to  hear  a  glorious  Gospel  sermon.  We 
could  hardly  believe  our  own  eyes.  It  seemed  but  a  very  short 
time  ago  when  these  young  ladies  were  little  children,  and  belonging 
to  parents  that  we  never  should  have  supposed  would  trahx  iJbem 
up  to  mingle  among  the  gay  and  fashionable  of  this  sin-poUuted 
world.  Indeed,  we  did  thmk  that  our  friend  and  brother  had 
more  respect  for  himself  as  a  child  of  God,  and  more  regard  for 
the  well-being  of  his  children  than  to  allow  them  to  be  dressed  as 
for  a  stage  and  be  trained  to  the  ensnaring  art  of  dancing*  The 
world  we  expect  to  love  its  own.  Men  of  the  world  we  know  will 
follow  its  ma3dms,  drink  of  its  bewitching  cup,  and  live  as  though 
mortality  would  never  touch  them,  death's  barbed  arrow  would  never 
reach  them ;  but  when  we  find  those  whom  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe  are  God's  children,  swallowed  up  in  the  bame  fooleries, 
we  are  compelled  to  exclaim,  alas !  alas !  "  how  is  the  fine  gold 
become  dim  I"  Will  the  Lord  allow  this?  We  think  not  for  long. 
Then,  again,  we  say,  Can  such  be  the  Lord's  blood-bought 
children?  We  are  bound  to  answer  that  we  stand  in  doubt  of 
them.  For  ourselves,  we  well  know  that  the  world  is  not  om* 
element.  It  once  was ;  but  not  now.  Bless  God  for  the  change  ! 
Less  we  have  to  do  with  it,  the  better  we  like  it.  In  fact,  we  find 
so  much  of  it  in  our  own  corrupt  heart,  that  we  hate  it  as  much  as 
we  hate  the  devil  who  is  the  king  of  it  The  Word  of  the  Lord 
declares  that  the  fiiend  of  the  world  is  an  enemy  to  God.  This  is 
serious.     It  is  no  less  true. 

We  can  &iSicy  some  of  our  firiends  are  now  charging  us  with 
legality,  and  sayiqff  that  we  savor  more  of  Moses  than  Christ.  Be 
it  so.     Who  will  charge  us  with  this?    The  tender-hearted  child 
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of  God?  We  trow  not  Hawker  said  in  his  day  he  could  tell  what 
a  nian  was  hj  the  company  that  he  ieipt  ^e  suppose  he  had  his 
eye  upon  this  proverb:  ** Birds  of  a  feather  will  flock  together.** 
They  wilL     . 

We  read  of  the  Man  of  sorrows^  who  was  no  less  the  Mighty 
God,  tuaking  Simself  of  no  reputation^  and  taking  upon  EGmself 
the.fiscm  of  a  servant;  but  we  should  be  strangely  puzzled  to  find 
<me  of  the  sons  of  old  Adam  practinng  such  dleep  humiliation. 
Cottrariwise.  We  all  like  to  be  thought  very  highly  ot  We  do 
not  like^  to  be  depreciated;  and  if  our  immediate  relatives  are 
moving  in  an  humble  sphere,  we  spare  no  pains  in  tracing  among 
our  ancestors  one  or  more  branches  cf  the  fiunily  who  figured  con- 
siderably above  the  mediocri^.  If  &ther  is  poor,  grand&ther  or 
great  grand&ther  was  rich.  If  mother  dU  spring  from  poor  parents, 
her  ancestors  were  among  the  I«irgest  farmers  in  tne  North  of 
England.  Well,  and  what  of  that  ?  ''  Vanity  of  vanities,  all  is 
vamty,  saith  the  preacher:"  and  the  preacher  was  nght  Poor 
flesh  and  blood !  Miserable  muckworms  of  the  earth  I  What  indeed 
have  the  most  wealthy  and  dignified  amons  you  to  boast  of?  A 
well  spent  life  ?  What,  when  uxe  fountain  is  polluted  ?  Love  yoor 
neaghbonr  as  yourself?  What,  when  ye  hate  and  despise  God's 
poor  ?  What,  when  self-love  is  rooted  in  the  heart,  ana  develops 
Itself  in  every  action?  ''Talk  no  more  exceeding  proudly: 
let  not  arrogance  come  out  of  your  mouth;  for  the  Lord  is  a  God 
of  knowled^,  and  by  Him  actions  are  weighed.  The  Lord  maketh 
jmor  and  maketh  rich:  He  brin^th  low  and  lifteth  up."  To  be 
sure  He  does,  Hannah,  and  indeed  you  were  a  mother  in  Israel, 
and  prayed  a  fflorious  prayer ;  or,  rather,  sang  a  noble  song.  The 
Lora  does  make  poor  and  rich :  and  it  is  His  blessed  will  and 

Eleasure  that  all — ^with  solitary  exceptions — of  His  children  should 
e  extremely  poor. 
But  how  the  poor  of  the  flock  of  slaughter  are  despised  and  set 
at  naught  even  by  those  who  profess — and,  as  a  rule,  but  profess — 
to  be  fellow-heirs  of  the  same  eternal  glory.  Why  is  this  ?  Simply 
because  the  former  are  very  poor^  and  the  latter  have  a  little  of 
this  world's  eoods.  '*  Brethren,  ought  these  things  to  be  ?"  Blush 
at  the  thou^tl  James  gives  a  full  description  of  the  unwarrant- 
able distinction  made  in  the  house  of  God  between  the  poor  and 
rich*  He  says,  *'  My  brethren,  have  not  the  faith  of  our  I«ord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Loid  of  glory,  with  respect  of  persons.  For  if 
there  come  unto  your  assembly  a  man  witn  a  ^old  ring,  in  goodly 
apparel,  and  there  come  in  also  a  poor  man  in  vile  raiment ;  and 
ye  have  respect  to  him  that  weareth  the  gay  clothing,  and  say 
unto  him.  Sit  thou  here  in  a  good  place;  and  say  unto  the  poor. 
Stand  thou  there,  or  sit  under  my  footstool ;  are  ye  not  partial  in 
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jourselve?,  and  are  become  judges  of  evil  thoughts?  Hearken, 
my  beloved  brethren,  Hath  not  God  chosen  the  poor  of  this  vrorld 
rich  in  faith;  and  heirs  of  the  kin^c^  which  He  hath  promised 
to  them  that  love  Him?  But  ye  Wve  despised '  the  ]poon 
[Tremble  M  this,  ye  rich  perole  Q  Do  not  riph  mep  opf>r€fSa  you, 
Mid  draw  yoti  before  tfi6jn3|ment'¥e^sf  Xh  iSHtjfiot  mteplxeme 
thaf  wdrthyname  by  wfiJchyearecalleit?*   '  '"-  ;^ 

We  shduld  like  to  see  the  foregoing  por&ml^  ^riht^'tn  gold 
letters  aild  conspicuous^  placed  "m  every  church  and  chapeL 
What  ^ood  would  it  do?  Well,  it  would  oe  a  standing  witness 
against  that  which  is  practised  in  every  place  of  wor^i^  at  every 
public  service. 

Conformity  to  the  maxims  and  fashions  of  the  world  is*  too 
pauch  adhered  to  by  those  who  aito  professors  of  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus;  but  we  shall  not  be  thanked  for  our  pains  in  declaring  it. 
We  do  not  mind  this,  for  we  do  not  seek  to  please  man,  much 
prefering  the  discharge  of  our  conscience.  We  do  like  to  see  con- 
sistancy  stamped  upon  those  who  profess  to  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  to  be  foUowers  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  who  was 
not  ashamed. to  make  a  stable  His  birth-place,  and  poor  fishermen 
His  companions.  We  say  His  companions  advisedly ;  for  truly  we 
do  not  nnd  He  often  mingled  with  the  rich.  It  is  true,  Be  once 
honoured  Simon  with  His  presence,  and  silenced  him  with  His 
truth;  but  why  did  He  become  Simon's  guest?  The  sequel  of 
the  narrative  answers  the  question — ^It  was  to  meet  Mary,  that 
real  trophy  of  His  blood,  of  whom  it  was  emphatically  said, 
**  Behola  a  woman  of  the  city  who  was  a  sinner !"  We  also  read, 
*'The  common  people  heard  Him  gladly;"  and  we  sincerely 
believe  that  the  common  people  now, — **the  ofiscouring  of  all 
things*'  to  wit,— almost  exclusively  hear  Him  gladly. 

Some  may  be  almost  ready  to  say  that  we  are  making  poverty 
a  virtue.  In  nowise.  We  simply  state  truths  which  cannot  scrip- 
turally  be  overturned,  that,  as  a  rule,  the  Lord's  living  family  are 
poor  and  despised ;  and  despised  by  those  who  accordmg  to  their 
profession  ought  to  sincerely  love  them,  despite  their  poverty,  as 
fellow-heirs  of  the  same  kingdom. 

Our  correspondent  must  be  content  to  follow  the  lowly  Nazarene 
who  will  lead  in  a  r^ht  way,  though  to  fliesh  and  sense  it  must  be 
rough.  We  would  say,  envy  not  the  riches  of  the  rich  man, 
whether  he  be  a  brother  in  the  flesh  or  a  brother  in  the  Lord,  or 
both.  If  he  despises  you,  regard  it  not.  Rest  assured,  that  the 
Lord's  hand  is  in  it.  Though  you  now  see  it  not,  it  Is  fdr  your 
good  and  the  Lord's  glory. 

*'  Lean  not  to  the  creature,  however  allied^ 
Look  not  to  the  fondest  for  aid.^ 
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**  The  best  of  them  is  as  a  briar,  the  most  upright  among  them  is 
sharper  than  a  thorn  hedge;"  dierefore  ''trust  in  the  Lord  for 
ever ;  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength.'' 

FriendiMp  in  Him  done  we  find. 
Who  found  no  friends  at  all. 

Beloved,  the  Lord  is  teaching  yon  His  own  truth  in  His  own 
way;  and  you  will  eventually  exclaim  with  dear  Job,  "Who 
teacheth  like  Him?"  In  the  fiimace  He  will  often  place  you, 
through  the  flood  He  will  frequently  lead  you ;  but  not  a  haur  of 
your  lead  shaU  perisL  As  a  fellow-pilgrfin,  we  can  sympaUiise 
with  you ;  and,  as  a  creature,  would  alter  things  for  you ;  but  as  a 
fellow  heir  of  the  kingdom  of  grace,  we  would  say,  Cheer  up, 
beloved ;  '*  for  we  know  that  ajaa  things  work  together  for  the 
BEST.'*    The  poet  we  can  join  from  our  very  heart  fmd  soul : 

"  On  ChriBt  are  hnn^  all  heayen'g  afi&un, 
And  all  His  children's  weighty  cares : 
Then  on  thy  God,  thy  Savionr,  rest. 
All  things  are  ordered  for  the  bbst.** 

One  word  more.  **  The  Lord  bless  thee  and  keep  thee :  the  Lord 
make  His  face  shine  upon  thee,  and  be  gracious,  unto  thee :  the 
Lord  lift  up  His  countenance  upon  thee,  and  give  thee  peace.'' 
And  then  you  will  sing  with  dear  Toplady : 

**  Careless  myself,  a  dying  man, 
Of  dyinff  men's  esteem : 
^PPy>  0  L)rd,  if  Thou  bnt  smile. 
Though  all  beside  condemn.  ** 

Ed.1 
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OB, 

GLEANINGS  FROM  THE  PULPIT. 

"  Giving  thanks  nnto  the  Father  which  hath  made  ns  meet  to  be  partaken  of  the 
mhentance  of  the  saints  in  light"— Col.  i.  12. 

Wb  know  it  is  the  delight  of  God's  children  to  give  thanks  unto 
the  Father  which  hath  made  them  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light ;  it  is  the  joy  of  their  heart  when 
they  can  realise  the  blessedness  couched  in  these  words,  "  Ye  are 
complete  in  Him,"  and  when  they  can  say  with  Job,  "  I  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth."    **  Praise  wwteth  for  Thee,  O  God,  in  Sion  :* 
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none  but  His  children  can  praise  Him ;  these  alone  can  take  up  the 
language  of  the  poet,  and  sing, 

*'  This  he  mj  song,  through  all  the  road. 
That  boni  I  amt  and  bran  of  Gh>d<'' 

Ah  I  that  is  the  starting-point,  the  source,  Jesus  said  to  Nicodemus, 
"  Ye  must  be  bom  again ;"  and  if  not  bom  from  above,  you  cannot 
give  Him  thanks,  oi  speak  of  His  wondrous  grace  as  manifested  in 
your  own  experience.  It  is  written,  **  As  many  as  received  Him, 
to  them  gave  He  power — or  privilege — to  become  the  sons  of  God, 
even  to  them  that  believe  on  His  name :  which  were  bom, — here 
we  have  the  secret  opened  up, — ^not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the 
flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God/'  None  can  feelingly 
share  His  love,  and  participate  in  His  free-grace  favours  but  those 
who  are  bom  of  God,  ana  once  having  passed  over  that  bridge, 
which  extends  from  death  to  life ;  once  having  been  called  out  of 
darkness  into  His  marvellous  light;  once  having  been  delivered 
from  the  power  of  darkness  and  translated  into  the  kingdom  of  God's 
dear  Son,  there  is  no  way  back  again.  This  mighty  change  is 
accomplished  by  the  Eternal  Spirit  at  the  new  birth;  we  are  created 
in  righteousness  and  tme  holiness,  and  we  are  partakers  of  the 
divine  nature ;  we  have  a  spiritual  mind,  and  we  have  spiritual  con- 
ceptions given  us.  **  God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  worship  Him 
must  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth."  Professors  of  religion 
think  that  the  Lord  is  pleased  with  outward  form  and  ceremony, 
but  the  living  child  of  God  knows  that  He  looks  at  the  heart,  and 
listens  to  the  breathings  of  the  souL  **  We  are  the  circumcision, 
which  worship  God  in  the  spirit,  and  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  and 
have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh :"  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing,  and 
in  us^  that  is  in  our  flesh,  there  dwelleth  no  good  thing;  but  when 
the  Lord  draws  us  by  His  Almighty  power,  and  constrains  us  by 
His  matchless  love,  we  worship  Him  m  the  beauties  of  holiness,  and 
we  find  His  service  to  be  perfect  freedom.  His  children  are 
i^iritual  worshippers;  they  have  a  spiritual  object  to  worship- 
Christ,  and  a  spmtual  subject — Jesus ;  and  when  they  are  enabled 
to  rise  above  sublunary  things  and  to  lose  sight  of  wildemess  dis- 
pensations, they  can  rejoice  that  they  are  conjoined  to  their  life- 
givine  and  life-sustaining  Head,  and  that  they  are  bound  up  in  the 
bundle  of  life  with  Him. 

^Sinffy  my  aovX,  O  sing  of  Jesus  1 
Trimnph  in  redeeming  blood : 
Vent  thj  swelling  joys,  and  praise  Him, 
Who  hath  made  thy  peace  with  God. 

Qlorious  mercy  | 
One  with  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord.** 
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Ah!  child  of  God^  had  He  not  made  your  peace  throo^  the  blood 
of  His  cross,  you  would  never  have  realised  peaee  flow  iiito  your 
soul  as  a  river,  and  His  righteousness  as  the  Ivaves  of  the  sea.  He 
brought  you  up  out  of  an  horrible  pit,  out  of  the  miry  day,  and  set 
your  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  established  your  goings,  tod  He  hath 
put  anew  song  into  your  mouth,  even  praise  un^  yout  Gdd.  Tes! 
you  can  sing  of  Jesus:  and 

•^  ]>e»Ui*8  aboIiflli;d  W  Hu  dypff. 
Sin  is  vanquishea  by  His  Uood ; 
In  the  'wine.press  we  behold  Him, 
Reeonciling  HI  to  God.*! 

This  sight  will  kill  you  to  the  thin^  of  time  and  sense;  it  will 
eclipse  every  other  object :  once  led  to  refuge  in  Christ,  and  to  sit 
down  under  His  shadow  with  great  delight;  once  permitted  to 
realise  His  favour,  you  will  lose  sight  of  terrestrial  things,  and  be 
ever  longing  to  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  to  fly  away>  and  be 
at  rest 

The  real  touchstone  of  heirship,  the  true  criterion  of  sonship,  is 
tasting  that  the  Lord  is  gracious:  if  you  have  never  had  a  sip  of 
the  brook  by  the  way,  or  a  manifestation  of  His  love ;  if  you  have 
never  realised  the  living  power,  it  is  a  manifest  proof  you  know 
nothinff  of  the  mysteries  of  God's  kingdom :  "  The  secret  of  the 
Lord  18  with  them  that  fear  Him,  and  He  will  show  tl»m  Ills 
covenant"  Spiritual  realities  cannot  be  understood  but  by  revela- 
tion, and  in  His  own  time  the  Lord  will  teach  all  His  children,  and 
under  the  leadings  of  His  Spirit,  He  will  guide  them  into  all  truth, 
and  shew  them  weir  acceptance  in  the  Beloved,  But  if  you  have 
once  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  you  will  want  to  taste  it 
again;  if  you  have  had  one  sip  of  the  brook  by  the  way,  yoo  will 
want  another  and  another,  and  then  a  fuller  draught  of  His  love; 
if  He  has  taught  you  the  first  principles  of  the  docrine  of  Christy 
you  will  long  for  increased  knowledge.  The  fidth  of  God's  elect 
realises  God's  Christ,  and  when  by  precious  faith  we  are  able  to  lay 
hold  of  Him,  we  exclaim  with  Jacob,  **  I  will  not  let  Thee  g(^ 
except  Thou  bless  me :"  and  it  is  written,  ^*  He  blessed  him  there." 
Is  there  a  child  of  God  here  who  longs  to  realise  these  heavenly 
favours?  He  will  not  send  you  empty  away*  '^He.glveth  to  the 
beast  his  food,  and  to  the  young  ravens  which  cry,"  and  will  He 
not  attend  to,  and  feed  His  chil£'en  ?  <^  The  Lord  of  Hosts  hath 
purposed,  and  who  shall  disannul  it  ?"  You  sl^dl  surely  find  His 
flesh  to  be  meat  indeed,  and  His  blood  to  be  drink  indeed:  you 
shall  receive  the  end  of  your  faith  which  is  the  object  of  your  feith^ 
and  the  object  of  your  faith  is  the  subject  of  your  fiutb,  and  the 
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subiect  of  your  fiuth  is  the  Author  of  your  figdth,  ^*  Jesus  ODly.** 
<^  I^itb  is  the  gift  of  God,"  therefore  it  is  not  your  ffuth,  and  yet  it 
is  your^s  in  one  sense,  because  He  has  given  it  you ;  you  shall 
surely  realise  the  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  with  eternal 
glory,  and  rejoice  in  the  goodwill  of  JSim  that  dwelt  in  the  bush. 
Then  how  wiU  you  ^ve  tnanks  unto  the  Father  which  hath  made 
you  meet  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light  I 
you  will  feel  it  is  good  to  sing  praises  unto  Him,  and  that  praise  is 
comely ;  you  will  bless  Him  for  all  He  has  done  for  you,  and  you 
will  go  forth  in  the  dances  of  them  that  make  merry ;  you  will  place 
the  crown  on  His  worthy  brow;  and  although  a  five  hundred 
pence  debtor  rejoice  that  he  has  expiated  all  your  crimes,  and 
atoned  for  every  offence :  you  will  sing, 

"  Now,  free  from  sin,  I  walk  at  large. 
This  Breaker's  blood's  my  soul's  discharge ; 
At  His  dear  feet,  content.  111  laj, 
A  finner  iaTr*d«  and  homage  paj*** 

And  another  verse  in  that  hymn  is  very  precious  to  my  soul : 

**  But  when  He  show'd  Himself  my  Qod, 
Bath*d  on  the  cross  in  sweat  and  blood, 
Broke  by  His  loye^  my  heart  became 
Like  melting  wax  before  the  flame." 

There  may  be  some  of  the  Lord's  children  here  who  cannot  join 
the  poet  in  these  lines,  and  who  will  not  be  able  to  say  them  in 
fiiU  assurance  of  faith  in  this  world ;  nevertheless,  sonship  is  one 
thing,  believing  is  another :  you  may  be  a  child  of  God,  and  yet 
not  a  believer  to  your  own  soul's  comfort ;  but  if  you  are  a  child  of 
God,  you  are  not  an  unbeliever.  Some  of  the  Lord's  family  doubt 
and  tremble  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  and  through  fear  of  death 
are  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage ;  but  they  are  as  safe  in 
His  hands  as  though  tney  were  persuaded  of  their  standing  in 
Christ  How  many  sometimes  hope  all  is  well,  and  anon  dbubt 
their  interest  in  the  Lord ;  sometimes  rejoice  in  the  gleam  of  hope^ 
and  then  again  all  seems  banished  from  the  mind;  and  were  you 
to  ask  them  if  they  belonged  to  the  Lord,  if  they  believed  that  they 
were  jewels  in  His  crown,  they  would  reply.  Would  to  God  we 
could  say  with  the  Church,  ^  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His  $" 
but  we  ofttimes  fear  this  wUl  never  be  our  privilege.  These  are  as 
safe  for  heaven,  as  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  li^t  as 
those  who  can  say,  **  Abba,  Father,"  '*  My  Lord  and  my  God." 
All  God's  children  are  loved  alike,  and  blessed  alike  with  all 
spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ,  and  all  shall  unite 
in  singing  His  high  praises  round  the  throne.  You,  however,  who 
have  realised  Him  oy  precious  &ith,  and  to  whom  He  has  shown 
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Himself  as  your  God^  have  been  loelted  down  at  His  feet^  Hitd 
you  have  been  overcome  by  His  goodness ;  you  have  felt  you  had 
all  and  abounded,  and  you  have  said,  ^'  Lord,  how  is  it  that  Thou 
wilt  manifest  Thyself  unto  us,  and  not  unto  the  world  ?^  How  is 
it  that  worms  of  earth  should  ever  be  one  with  Incarnate  Deity  ? 
How  is  that  we  are  called  to  inherit  an  everlasting  portion^  an 
eternal  possession,  seeing  that  there  is  nothing  meritorious  in  us; 
for  we  are  hell-4deserving  sinners?  How  is  it  that  He  overpowers 
us  with  His  love,  axkd  pours  down  upon  us  such  copious  showers  of 
blessing,  that  our  souls  are  inundated  ?  ^^  Unto  you  therefore  which 
believe  He  is  precious:''  yes  I  more  precious  than  fine  gold;  yea, 
than  the  golden  wedge  of  Ophir;  but  He  is  only  precious  to  His 
sheep,  to  His  sons  and  daugnters,  to  those  given  into  His  hands 
by  their  Father  in  covenant,  and  if  He  be  to  you  the  chiefest 
among  ten  thousand,  yea,  the  altogether  lovely.  He  has  made  Him- 
self precious  to  you,  He  has  endeared  Himsehf  to  you,  and  He  has 
opened  up  and  ui^olded  His  goodness  toward  you :  He  will  yet 
shew  you  greater  things,  and  you  shall  bask  in  His  sunshine.  ^^  He 
shall  come  down  like  rain  upon  the  mown  grass :  as  showers  that 
water  the  earth.'*  He  is  your  Rock,  your  High  Tower  of  safety, 
your  shady  tree  of  life,  growing  in  the  midst  of  the  Paradise  of 
God,  and  in  ten  thousand  relations  which  He  bears  towards  you. 
He  proves  Himself  to  be  an  unchanging  God.  Is  He  not  precious 
to  your  soul?  **  Yes,  "says  one,  "but  ofttimes  I  lose  sight  of  Him, 
ana  of  His  preciousness."  Ah !  child  of  God,  if  He  ceased  to 
think  of  you  as  you  do  of  Him,  you  would  be  lost  for  ever  and  for 
ever,  but  *'  I  Imow  the  thoughts  that  I  think  towards  you,  smth 
the  Lord,  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evil,  to  give  you  an  ex- 
pected end."  Uheer  up !  your  security  does  not  depend  upon  your 
thinking  of  Him,  but  upon  His  everlasting  purpose  of  grace.  **  He 
is  in  one  mind,  and  who  can  turn  Him  ?"  None  can  deprive  you 
of  your  blest  position  in  Christ :  •'  Whatsoever  God  doem  it  shall 
be  for  ever,"  and  if  He  has  placed  your  feet  upon  the  Rock,  you 
shall  stand  there  to  an  eternal  day.  **  Ye  are  the  temple  oif  the 
living  God,  as  God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in 
them."  There  is  now  no  condemnation,  neither  shall  there  be  any 
separation ;  and  it  is  written,  *^  there  shall  be  no  night  there ;" 
there  shall  be  no  darkness  there :  *^  I^o  lion  shall  be  there,  nor  any 
ravenous  beast  shall  go  up  thereon."  We  often  hear  the  lion's  roar^ 
but  he  is  a  chained  enemy ;  the  stronghold  of  sin  and  Satan  are 
brought  to  ruin  by  our  glorious  conquering  Captain,  and  we  walk 
by  feith  and  not  by  sigk 

(7V>  be  continiied.) 
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(^Continued  from  page  142.) 

Some  time  after  this,  one  Mr.  Phillips  came  to  the  old  Baptist 
chapel,  and  was  ordained  their  minister.  He  was  just  the  man  to 
suit  them ;  a  pleasant-spoken  man,  pretty  way  of  delivery  in  the 
pulpit,  and  in  everyway  calculated  to  draw  together  ancf  hold  a 
congregation.  He  was  wonderfully  liked  by  all  partieb,  except  the 
High  Church  folks,  and  we  poor  handful  of  outcasts.  He  was  a 
strange  man  for  evangelizinff  the  world,  and  many  under  him  were 
evangelized  from  moral  evu  to  moral  good.  He  was  a  platform 
man,  missionary  man,  and  tea-party  man,  and  so  suited  wonderfully 
well.  His  sentiments  were  a  mixture  of  various  sorts,  like  Joseph's 
coat  of  many  colours.  He  was  both  a  Calvinist  and  Arminian,  a 
free- wilier  and  free-eracer,  duty  fgiith,  and  faith  without  works ;  the 
promise  sure,  and  clogged  with  conditions.  The  best  part  of  his 
creed  was,  he  held  final  perseverance  fast.  I  had  at  times  much 
talk  with  him,  but  never  could  agree  with  or  make  anything  of 
him  but  a  mongrel. 

These  things  appeared  to  me  like  nuts, 

So  hard  to  understand, 
The  gospel  clogged  with  if*s  and  bui% 

Yet  all  get  safe  to  land. 

He  was  truly  a  general  lover  (but  I  cannot  say  of  good  men  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word),  and  was  generally  admired.  Now,  what 
could  hinder  the  good  people  from  all  quarters  from  coming  to 
hear  such  a  pleasant  preacher?  The  old  chapel  was  filled,  and  all 
went  on  prosperously,  and  we  poor  things  began  to  fall  ofi^,  many 
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of  our  props  gave  way,  left  us,  and  went  over  to  the  sunny  side, 
and  it  was  wondered  why  we  could  not  go  too.  We  must  certainly 
be  a  most  bigoted,  narrow-minded  set.  However,  we  went  on  as 
well  as  we  could,  through  evil  report,  and  good  report,  but  neither 
the  evil  report  nor  good  report  mattered  much  to  me ;  nor  did  the 
good  report  make  my  bones  fat  I  was  only  a  kind  of  looker  on ; 
nobody  liked  me,  so  as  to  take  notice  of  what  I  said  or  did. 

I  must  now  go  a  little  back  to  relate  a  family  trouble  which  hurt 
me  for  years  after.  The  end  has  shown  it  was  all  in  mercy, 
though  1  could  not  see  then  as  now. 

I  occupied  a  small  house,  from  my  marriage,  with  a  nice  bit  of 
garden,  which  I  loved  much.  Two  more  houses  joined  mine,  and 
the  landlord  lived  close  by,  and  his  garden  was  next  to  mine.  It 
so  happened  that  my  landlady,>  with  two  others  of  the  family, 
died.  Within  a  short  time,  the  landlord  engaged  the  wife  of  my 
next  neighbour  as  house-keeper.  This  woman  was  in  the  habit 
of  taking  coal  from  the  coal  heap  of  my  landlord,  and  throwing  it 
into  my  garden,  then  taking  it  away  at  night.  This  I  found  out, 
and  one  day  seeing  my  landlord  looking  into  my  garden,  I  went  to 
him,  and  saw  a  large  piece  of  coal  in  my  garden,  I  tald  him,  in 
order  to  clear  myseu,  how  it  came  there.  INow  I  expected  nothing 
but  a  row,  and  a  row  I  got ;  but  generally  in  such  cases  I  proved 
master.  I  had  a  way  of  my  own,  qr  I  might  be  falling  out  every 
day.  1  recommend  this  to  my  friends,  as  in  my  case  it  never 
failed.  Dear  reader,  if  you  are  taught  of  God  you  will  find  no 
friendship  with  the  world:  your  principles,  conversation,  and 
manners  of  life,  will  call  forth  the  ill-will  not  only  of  the  profane, 
but  the  religious  world ;  and  to  be  at  peace  with,  and  love  the  world, 
is  to  be  an  enemy  of  God.  I  found  I  could  not  keep  peace  with 
them  on  one  side,  and  they  could  not  let  me  alone  on  the  other. 
My  plan  was,  when  any  of  my  neighbours  would  fall  out,  to  shut 
the  door,  place  the  mop  outside,  and  let  them  go  at  it  as  fast  as 
they  liked ;  and  when  they  are  tired  of  blackguarding  the  mop  and 
door,  they  will  give  over  of  their  own  accord.  This  has  saved  me 
a  deal  ot  trouble,  and  is  the  best  way ;  and  I  tell  my  brethren  in 
the  Lord,  if  the  Lord  has  fixed  the  bounds  of  their  habitation  in 
the  midst  of  ill-disposed  persons,  take  my  advice,  have  nothing  to 
do  with  them.  I  have  found  when  they  could  not  get  me  out  of  my 
hole,  they  have  had  recourse  to  backbiting,  and  many  foul  tricks. 
On  one  occasion  when  my  ill-disposed  neighbours  could  not  get 
me  to  fall  out  with  them,  they  were  so  nettled  they  did  me  a  nasty 
trick  in  the  night ;  for  when  I  got  up  in  the  morning  and  opened 
the  door  they  had  placed  a  large  heap  of  night  soil  upon  the  door 
stone.  I  made  no  more  to  do,  but  got  my  shovel  and  water  and 
cleared  it  all  into  the  garden,  apd  there  it  was  useful.     I  have 
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experienced  much  of  this  treatment,  and  always  found  silence  mj 
strongest  weapon ;  but  on  this  occasion  I  outdid  myself;  for  my 
keeping  still  gave  them  power  to  do  me  more  harm^  as  they  made 
the  landlord  believe  1  took  the  coal;  and  he  was  su^icious  of  me, 
and  the  conseqnence  was,  I  was  to  pay  up  my  rent  and  quit  the 
house  on  lady-day ;  and  as  I  owed  a  little  rent  my  goods  were 
marked ;  bnt  when  lady-day  came  I  had  not  got  the  rent  ready, 
and  I  fully  expected  the  bailiiFs  to  seize  my  few  goods.  A  week  or 
two  after,  my  landlord  sent  me  a  note  to  let  me  know  lady-day 
was  the  6th  of  April,  and  if  I  could  not  pay  up  I  was  to  take  what 
followed.  O  these  were  trying  times  with  me,  I  had  got  a  good 
garden,  and  all  looking  well,  being  at  much  expense,  and  now  I 
must  leave  all  to  satisfy  the  malice  of  my  neighbours.  I  knew  not 
what  to  do,  nor  where  to  go;  all  seemed  turned  against  me;  my 
faith  gave  way,  gloomy  clouds  gathered  round  my  path,  the  heavens 
appeared  brass  over  my  head,  with  an  almost  unfeeling  hard 
heart;  hated  by  the  world,  and  treated  with  coldness  by  the  Church: 
and,  added  to  all  this,  a  few  days  after  1  got  this  note  my  only 
child  took  sick,  and  in  less  than  one  week  died.  This  I  felt  very 
cutting  to  my  feelings,  and  a  few  of  my  cruel  neighbours  would  now 
show  a  little  hypocritical  sorrow  for  me,  which  I  thanked  them  not 
fi>r.  Now,  what  little  money  I  had  I  wanted  many  ways:  that 
which  should  go  to  pay  my  rent,  I  wanted  to  bury  my  child,  my 
wife  not  being  willing  to  trouble  the  parish.  We  had  a  coffin  made; 
but  it  was  very  dear,  and  never  wholly  got  paid  for,  which  is 
another  thing  that  pained  my  mind.  Indeed,  troubles  from  the 
world,  troubles  in  my  family,  and  barrenness  in  my  mind,  was  a 
greater  weight  than  my  little  faith  was  able  to  manage.  1  could 
not  look  to  the  great  burden-bearer,  much  less  roll  my  burdens 
upon  Him,  nor  cast  upon  Him  any  of  my  cares.  I  could  not  say 
then  as  now  I  can  through  grace. 

That  every  step  was  ordered  right, 
Though  all  around  was  dark  as  night, 
M  J  feet  were  then  by  goodness  led. 
Though  all  within  was  cold  and  dead. 

A  little  after  my  child  was  laid  in  the  ground,  the  Philestines  came 
again,  my  next  neighbour  acting  as  spy  came  into  my  house  and 
sat  down,  altogether  uninvited :  his  object  was  to  keep  the  door 
from  being  locked  until  the  bailiflFcame  in  (this  1  afterwards  found 
out).  When  the  bailiff  came  he  drew  up  a  paper  and  put  down  my 
goods  which  1  was  not  to  take  away;  but  I  was  very  unwilling  to 
leave  the  house ;  and  because  they  could  not  get  me  out  just  then, 
my  landlord  engaged  a  bricklayer,  and  he,  with  my  next  neighbour, 
knocked  a  hole  through  his  house  into  mine,  and  filled  my  house 
full  of  bricks  and  mortar,  and  damaged  some  of  my  things;  but 
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this  treatment  not  getting  me  out,  there  was  some  whispering 
about  the  matter  in  unpleasant  quarters,  and  they  began  to  be  in 
fear,  and  so  built  it  up  again  almost  as  fast  as  they  knocked  it  down. 
However,  I  began  to  prepare  "  stuff  for  removing"  in  the  beginning 
of  May.  I  left  my  house,  and  went  into  a  place  called  Jerry's  Kow, 
and  here  I  stayed  about  twenty  years,  where  I  had  no  garden,  and 
little  room,  with  many  things  unpleasant  I  had  no  sooner  got  to 
my  new  habitation  than  my  late  landlord  found  out  his  mistake  in 
suspecting  me  of  taking  his  coal,  and  now  there  was  a  row  between 
him  and  my  malicious  neiglibour,  and  that  for  several  weeks,  and 
they  at  times  got  almost  to  fighting.  lie  turned  him  out  of  the 
house,  and  I  might  have  gone  back  had  I  wished ;  nay,  he  kept 
the  key  for  a  long  tiiue  hoping  I  should  come ;  but  in  this  matter 
I  had  no  will  of  my  own,  I  was  persuaded  not  to  go,  and  I 
remember,  on  the  coronation  day  in  June  this  landlord  was  very 
friendly :  however,  I  left  a  good  garden,  with  a  good  crop,  but  I 
owed  a  little  rent,  so  let  it  go :  and  now  mark  the  hand  of  God. 
The  man  (in  the  prime  of  life)  who  caused  me  all  this  trouble 
without  any  cause,  was  in  a  short  time  after  this  cut  down  by  the 
*king  of  terrors,  and  sent  to  his  own  place.  All  this,  though  I 
could  not  see  an  inch  before  me,  was  exactly  according  to  divine 
wisdom.  The  Lord  will  make  His  people  to  know  and  feel  "  this 
is  not  their  rest,  it  is  polluted :"  and  I  do  most  surely  believe  that 
every  change,  both  in  temporals  and  spirituals,  with  every  seeming 
little  circumstance,  is  all  weighed  in  the  balance,  measured  by  the 
line,  both  in  time  and  place,  according  to  "  the  purpose  of  Him 
who.worketh  all  things  after  the  council  of  His  own  will."  Our 
Jehovah  Jesus  ruleth  over  all,  in  all,  through  all,  and  this  for  the 
good  of  His  people.  There  are  some  things  which  seem  hard  to 
children  of  God  :  they  cannot  make  them  square :  and  I  will  tell 
you  what  often  grieves  me  more  than  anything  else ;  that  is,  being 
continually  in  debt  Since  I  first  got  into  debt  I  have  never  been 
free  from  it  which  is  more  than  thirty  years.  In  stopping  up  one 
hole,  1  am  obliged  to  make  another.  The  Lord  alone  knows  the 
trouble  I  feel  on  this  account  In  this  way  I  am  kept  continually 
poor.  I  do  believe  the  Lord  has  a  particular  hand  in  these  things. 
He  well  knows  I  should  be  lifted  up  in  self-importance.  Were  I 
clear  from  debt,  self  would  get  all  the  praise,  the  world'  would  be 
friendly,  carnal  professors  would  like  me,  and  the  poor  and  needy 
of  the  Lord  s  family  would  feel  no  union  toward  me.  Jeshurun 
would-  wax  fat  and  kick,  and  lightly  esteem  the  Rock  of  his  sal- 
vation (Deut  xxxii.  15);  the  poor  man  in  vile  raiment  would  be 
dispised  (James  ii.  2),  the  rich  man  with  his  gold  ring  would  be 
shewn  a  good  place,  and  the  devil  would  creep  in,  and  of  me  it 
might  be  said,  "How  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him?"  (1  John 
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iii.  17).  These  considerations  help  me  a  little  to  bear  this  light 
cross.  I  wish  here  to  meet  the  cases  of  "  the  po  jr  in  spirit  :**  yes,  it 
is  the  Lord's  will  to  keep  His  people  poor,  "  to  empty  them  from 
vessel  t6  vessel:"  and  one  blessed  end  of  our  heavenly  Father  in 
suffering  His  beloved  ones  to  wade  through  poverty,  trouble,  pri- 
vations and  sorrow,  is  to 

Wean  them  firom  the  world,  and  creature. 

Keep  them  poor  while  here  below, 
Make  their  joys  more  solid,  sweeter. 

When  they  more  of  Jesus  know. 

Now,  beloved,  is  not  this  thy  experience  ?  What  did  we  know  of 
Jesus  when  we  first  entered  the  wilderness  ?  and  what  should  we 
know  had  it  not  been  for  trials,  temptations,  and  sins  ?  How  these 
very  troubles  have  driven  us  nearer  to  Him,  shown  us  more  of 
His  loving  heart!  We  shall  one  day  look  back  on  all  the  way  He 
hath  led  us,  and  praise  His  name  for  every  step  He  hath  brought 
us,  and  say,  *^  Not  one  thing  hath  failed,"  all  has  come  to  pass 
according  to  His  precious  purpose;  and  taking  our  mercies,  com- 
forts, and  blessings,  together  with  our  trials,  temptations,  and 
sorrows,  we  shall  certainly  say,  "  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  hath 
followed  me  all  the  days  of  my  life," 

"Ah!"  says  some  poor  dejected  soul,  ** It  is  debt,  debt,  which 
troubles  so  much:  could  I  get  clear  of  debt,  I  think  nothing  of 
other  crosses,"  Then  this  is  just  where  the  shoe  pinches,  just 
where  the  cross  is  felt,  just  the  thing  we  don't  like,  and  this  is  just 
the  reason  the  Lord  keeps  it  on.  Bless  His  name.  He  knows  how 
proud,  how  haughty,  we  should  be,  were  He  to  take  it  off,  Oheer 
up,  brother,  it  will  not  be  long :  "  our  days  of  mourning  will  soon 
be  ended:"  and  then,  O  then,  how  sweet  the  song!  when  these 
"  our  light  afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  shall  work  for 
us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  Beloved,  I 
have  seen  times  when  I  could  and  did  bless  the  Lord  for  all  I  have 
gone  through.  I  have  hitherto  found  His  grace  all  sufficient,  in 
every  trial,  and  perfect  strength  in  weakness  even  to  **  rejoice  in 
tribulation ;"  but  then  it  is  with  this  note  at  the.  bottom — ^^All  in 
Jesies:"  and  what  a  sure  bottom ! 

In  Jesus  alone,  whose  person  and  grace 
Qhe  **  strong  consolation,"  whatever  my  case, 
In  Jesus  alone  my  heaven  is  found. 
When  sin  and  corruption  and  sorrows  abound* 

After  my  late  next-door  neighbour  had  fallen  into  the  pit  that 
he  dug  for  me,  and  his  "violent  dealings  had  come  down  upon  his 
own  pate,"  1  had  a  little  time  to  consider,  and  many  thin^  to  con- 
sider. I  considered  my  trials,  and  many  changes,  just  gone 
through,  together  with  my  sins,  rebellion,  and  wretchedness,  and 
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found  them  nothing  when  compared  with  the  saints  of  old.  My 
sins  and  backslidings  were  very  awful,  especially  in  secret ;  so  that 
I  never  read  or  heard  of  any  who  went  to  such  lengths  of  unclean- 
ness  and  sin  in  all  its  forms,  and  the  worst  of  it  was,  I  could  at 
times  &el  no  shame,  but  take  the  greatest  delight  in  the  hist  of  the 
flesh,  and  that  in  the  open  light  of  gospel  day  (again  I  say.  Let 
not  the  weaklings  stumble  here).  I  also  considered  the  tender 
mercy,  the  unceasing  goodness,  and  loving-kindness  of  my  God ; 
but  had  not  power  to  work  up  a  feeling  sense  thereof.  I  teally 
did  not  at  times  know  what  to  make  of  myself:  I  found  it  hard  to 
say,  "  MY  GOD.''  I  could  not  say  with  Job,  "  I  know  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth :"  it  did  indeed  seem  so  presumptuous.  There 
was  one  passage  which  followed  me  into  every  corner,  and  I  was 
sorely  cut  by  it — "  Thou  knowest  the  wickedness  thine  heart  is 
privy  to"  (1  Kings  ii.  44).  These  words  I  could  not  get  rid  of  for 
a  long  time ;  but  I  am  enabled  now  to  take  them  all  to  Jesus  who 
is  bound  by  covenant  blood,  oath,  and  promise,  to  meet  every 
charge  either  from  earth  or  hell  brought  against  me ;  and  He  must, 
and  will  make  it  all  good.  His  own  glory  and  honour  are  bound 
up  there witli.  Yes,  it  is  sweet  to  reflect,  for  His  beloved  people. 
His  bljod-bought  bride, 

He  has  engaged  her  debts  to  pay, 
And  wipe  her  filth  and  crimes  away. 

In  September  we  again  went  to  the  hopvard,  owing  to  embarrass- 
ments in  trade ;  but  only  to  experience  a  little  more  tender  mercy 
from  the  world,  which  soured  my  mind  a  little  more.  My  wife 
not  being  used  to  pulling  hops  was  not  so  ready  as  some  wished 
her  to  be :  she  was  persecuted  and  lashed  with  that  cruel  instru- 
ment "ttie  tongue,"  from  morning  to  night,  which  I  by  no  means 
liked.  I  myself  being  a  ready  puller  took  to  her  end  of  the  bin, 
and  so  made  up  as  well  as  we  could,  I  found  nothing  bat 
bitterness,  railery,  and  insults:  but  I  would  not  let  her  be  trampled 
upon. 

In  October  following,  1838,  I  became  the  fethcr  of  another  son. 
I  had  now  a  little  comfort  at  home,  my  son,  helping  to  cheer  my 
gloomy  mind.  1  cared  little  about  what  was  going  on  out  doors. 
I  went  to  what  is  called  the  means  of  grace;  but  to  no  good 
purpose.  There  was  much  going  on  which  I  did  not  like,  and 
though  I  looked  upon  many  as  mongrels  and  legalists,  I  was  myself 
as  far  from  trusting  all  to  Christ  as  the  stoutest  free-wilier ;  and  I 
now  know  by  painful  experience  that  it  is  harder  to  leave  off 
righteous  self  than  sinful  self.  I  have  sighed  and  groaned  because 
I  coiild  not  leave  off  sin  ;  but  1  now  see  more  cause  to  sigh  because 
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I  cannot  leave  off  self-righteousness.  Of  all  the  devils  in  earth  or 
hell  the  white  devil  is  the  most  crafty.  The  black  devil  would 
follow  me  into  the  basest  of  sins,  in  filth  and  dirt  with  the  swine 
of  the  world;  but  the  while  devil  could  follow  me. into  the  com- 
pany of  saints :  and,  from  my  experience,  I  boldly  affirm,  that  there 
is  more  wickedness  done  under  the  garb  of  sanctity  in  unclean 
thoughts,  lasciviousness,  an  evil  eye,  and  hypocrisy  in  the  house 
of  God  than  in  the  most  filthy  of  Satan's  acknowledged  dens  on 
earth.  Remember,  I  speak  from  experience ;  and  if  these  lines 
should  find  their  way  into  the  hands  of  some  of  our  respectable 
pharisees,  I  must  expect  a  lash  or  two  with  the  tongue ;  but  should 
tdey  fall  into  the  hands  of  those  who  feel  this  truth,  and  prove  the 
means  through  grace  of  giving  them  a  drop  of  hope,  I  shall  not 
care  what  the  perfectionists  say  of  me.  O,  my  dear  friend,  could 
I  relate  one  half  of  the  disgrace,  shame,  sin,  and  pollution,  passing 
daily  through  my  poor  heart;  or  should  one  half  of  the  dark  deeds 
come  to  light,  I  believe  I  should  be  hooted,  hated,  and  almost 
kicked  out  of  society,  or  transported  far  over  the  seas.  The  Lord 
knows  it  is  true ;  but,  O  "  the  riches  of  His  grace,"  His  eye  was 
upon  me,  His  arms  underneath  and  around  me,  both  in  a  way  of 
providence  and  grace,  not  suffering  one  thousandth  part  to  come 
to  light.  There  is  no  sin  which  1  am  not  guilty  of  (outward 
murder  only  excepted) ;  and  even  that  has  been  committed  in  my 
heart  in  the  house  of  God  with  sataqical  joy.  My  wicked  heart 
would  invent,  scheme,  and  plan  the  most  obscene  and  filthy 
enjoyments  of  sin  among  the  saints  in  the  midst  of  solemn  prayer 
and  praise;  but  through  grace  1  have  in  some  measure  got  over 
this  temptation.  Being  hard  of  hearing  my  attention  is  taken  off 
the  sermon ;  so  that^having  nothing  to  fix  upon,  my  wicked  heart 
meditates  terror,  and  commits  all  manner  of  sweet  sins  of  unclean- 
ness.  This  is  the  way  the  devil  helps  me  to  excuse  myself.  This 
has  sometimes  caused  me  to  take  a  book  and  read  all  the  time  of 
service  in  order  to  keep  the  devil  out.  Lmean  the  black  devils. 
The  white  devils  are  far  worse ;  for  these  holy  sanctified  devils  bind 
me,  hold  me  down  hand  and  foot,  and  cause  many  a  sigh,  groan, 
and  a  desire  to  look  up  to  the  hills.  It  was  -easier  for  tlie  poor 
woman  taken  in  adultery  to  come  to  the  Saviour  with  all  her  pol- 
lution than  the  whited  sepulchres  which  stood  around  her.  These 
holy  Pharisaical  devils  could  not  come  near ;  but  stole  away, 
condemned  in  their  own  conscience,  while  the  poor  polluted  wretch 
found  grace,  salvation,  and  heaven.  It  has  often  done  my  heart 
good  to  read  how  blessedly,  lovely,  and  fully  the  Saviour  forgave 
this  poor  adulterous  woman,  without  the  least  harshness  or  upbraid- 
ings.     How  wonderful  1     How  condescending  it  all  really  is  ! 
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Such  grace  nmst  be  exceeding  great, 
To  saye  her  from  her  lost  estate : 
When  paordon'd,  blessed,  before  His  feet, 
Snch  grace  was  then  exceeding  sweet. 

Blessed  be  God,  I  do  sometimes  get  a  full  cup  of  comfort  from 
the  consideration  of  this  poor  woman,  and  the  exceeding  riches  of 
grace  shown  her. ,  The  poor  man  among  the  tombs  has  also  fur- 
nished a  rich  repast,  and  poor,  dear  Mary  Magdalene  has  given 
me  many  a  lift,  help,  and  strength,  in  my  soul.  How  hope  springs 
up,  and  manifested  love  enables  me  again  to  come  with  an  *'  who 
can  tellf^  Nothing  draws  like  mercy,  nothing  emboldens  like 
grace,  and  nothing  melts  and  softens  like  love  and  kindness ;  but 
self-righteousness,  self-importance,  self-sufficiency,  self-will,  and 
self-love,  harden  the  heart,  becloud  the  heavens,  bar  the  mercy- 
seat,  and  would  finally  damn  us  to  the  lowest  hell  were  it  not  for 

''Sovereign  grace  o*er  sin  abounding." 
(To  be  continued,) 
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The  Eighteenth*       .    , 
Preached  by  the  late  Mb.  Arthur  Triggs. 

(CmUinued  from  page  m ,) 

Now  we  come  to  another  characteristic.  This  poor  woman  went 
into  Simon's  house,  he  was  a  very  religious  man ;  I  suppose  he  was 
very  charitable :  but  what  Jesus  was  about  to  do  did  not  depend 
upon  anything  connected  with  Simon ;  she  obtained  admittance, 
not  for  tne  sake  of  Simon's  grandeur,  Simon's  equipage,  or  Simon's 
meat,  but  for  a  purpose  in  which  the  angels  in  glory  might  well 
envy  her.  What  was  it  for  ?  To  sit  at  the  feet  of  her  most  glorious 
Christ.  And  what  did  she  do  there  ?  She  washed  them  with  her 
tears  and  wiped  them  with  the  hair  of  her  head.  Ah,  said  Simon, 
seest  thou  this  woman  ?  Simon  did  not  like  the  poor  creature  at 
all,  but  attached  as  she  appeared  to  Jesus  he  did  not  like  to  turn 
her  out  of  doors,  ''and  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Simon,  I  have  some- 
what to  say  unto  thee.  And  he  saith,  Master,  say  on.  There  was 
a  certain  creditor  which  had  two  debtors:  tne  one  owed  five 
hundred  peace,  and  the  other  fifty.  And  when  they  had  nothing 
to  pay,  he  frankly  forgave  them  both.     Tfell  me,  therefore,  which  of 
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them  will  love  him  most?  Simon  answered  and  said,  I  suppose 
that  he  to  whom  he  forgave  most  And  He  said  unto  him,  Thou 
hast  rightly  judged.  And  He  turned  to  the  woman,  and  said  unto 
Simon,  Seest  thou  this  woman  ?  I  entered  into  thine  house,  thou 
gavest  me  no  water  for  my  feet ;  but  she'  hath  washed  my  feet  with 
tears,  and  wiped  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head.  Thou  gavest 
me  no  kiss ;  but  this  woman,  since  the  time  I  came  in,  hath  not 
ceased  to  kiss  my  feet.  Mine  head  with  oil  thou  didst  not  anoint ; 
but  this  woman  hath  anointed  ray  feet  with  ointment.  Wherefore 
I  say  unto  thee,  her  sins,  which  are  many,  are  forgiven ;  for  she 
loved  much:  but  unto  whom  little  is  forgiven,  the  same  loveth 
little.  And  He  said  unto  her,  Thy  sins  are  forgiven."  Why,  if  the 
child  of  God  were  ten  times  as  sinful  as  he  is,  it  would  be  nothing 
against  pardoning  blood.  I  should  not  have  any  fear  if  I  had  all 
the  sins  of  the  people  of  London  imputed  unto  me.  Why  ? 
Because  of  redemption  in  Jesus  Christ.  Well  then,  eternal  praises 
to  His  name  that  He  hath  said,  *'  Thy  sins  are  forgiven."  Did 
He  ever  say  it  to  thee,  poor  sinner  ?  I  know  one  to  whom  He 
has  said,  "Thy  sins,  which  are  many,  are  forgiven."  Is  it  not 
sweet  to  think  that  when  we  had  nothmg  to  pay  He  freely  forgave 
us  all?  This  ought  to  make  us  contented  with  what  we  have. 
Well  but,  says  the  poor  soul,  I  have  afflictions;  can  you  bear  that? 
I  feel  it  in  the  flesh,  and  my  flesh  will  never  feel  contented  with  it 
But  does  not  the  spiritual  mind  know  that  afflictions  do  not  come 
by  chance,  but  that  they  are,  as  you  sung  just  now,  cross-handed 
blessings.  What  then  ?  Why  I  have  learned  in  whatever  state 
I  am  to  be  content.  Ah,  say  you,  you  have  lefl;  out  one  word. 
No  I  have  not  For  a  long  time  it  was  a  puzzle  to  me ;  I  could  not 
get  over  therewith  to  be  content ;  that  is,  with  the  state  of  the  things. 
Satisfaction  of  mind  is  spiritual,  but  rebellion  against  the  dispen- 
sations of  God  is  altogether  fleshly.  You  will  never  be  quiet  till 
God  opens  to  you  the  grand  distinction  which  there  is  between 
flesh  and  spirit  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  of  you  came  up  this 
morning  troubled  about  your  afflictions  and  trials ;  and  I  dare  say 
that  as  you  came  up  to  the  house  of  prayer,  the  old  dry  lecturer 
raised  up  many  obstructions,  filed  many  bills  against  you;  even  your 
own  conscience  joined  in  the  warfare.  Now,  blessed  be  the  Lord 
God  of  Israel,  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  can  be  content  Yes, 
there  is  an  under  current  of  blessedness  running  through  the  whole 
of  it  ,  By  and  by  God  breaks  in  upon  us,  and  Jesus  becomes 
wondrously  precious. 

I  pause  a  moment  here  at  the  threshold  of  these  glorious  mercies. 
Let  us  glance  at  them  again.  I  think  I  hear  some  poor  soul  sayings 
1  am  in  such  depths  of  poverty.  You  cannot  be  poorer  than  your 
Master.     Yes,  say  you;  I  am.     Why,  He  had  not  where  to  lay  His 
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head.  Poverty  then  is  your  trouble.  I  know  what  that  trouble 
is.  I  suffered  seven  years  in  the  depths  of  it ;  I  wondered  why  God 
had  left,  as  I  thought,  and  that  lie  suffered  the  tide  almost  to 
overwhelm  me.  I  now  see  that  it  was  rightly  ordered.  As  I  told 
you  before,  so  I  tell  yoii  in  love  and  affectioa  this  morning,  that  I 
could  not  ask  God  to  remove  a  trouble,  but  so  to  support  me  under 
it  that  I  may  honour  Him  at  all  times. 

Well,  then,  "  all  things  are  yours.*'  Some  of  you  have  a  hard 
heart,  a  dark  mind ;  some  of  you  are  pestered  with  unbelie£  It  is, 
however^  all  right,  and  that  we  shall  acknowledge  when  God's 
mercy  is  made  manifest  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  unbelief  is 
right ;  but  the  way  itself  is  right  in  which  you  are  led  by  God. 
Look  at  the  107th  Psalm.  I  looked  at  it  this  morning,  and  found 
sweet  things  there  ready  to  hand.  "  Whoso  is  wise,  and  will  observe 
these  things,  even  they  shall  understand  the  loving-kindness  of  the 
Lord."  Now,  beloved  of  the  Lord,  we  cannot  live  without  tri&ls 
any  more  than  we  can  live  without  Jesus.  Not  only  then  do  we 
possess  things  present,  but  things  that  are  to  come.  Ah,  say  you, 
these  are  the  things  which  we  are  looking  for.  It  is  right  to  be  on 
the  look  out.  Perhaps  trouble  will  come  upon  you :  that  will  be 
yours ;  I  say  that  will  be  yours.  Oh,  says  the  poor  child  of  God, 
I  like  to  live  by  the  day:  "sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof 
But  things  to  come  are  yours,  and  God  will  never  suffer  more  to 
come  upon  you  than  He  will  enable  you  to  bear.  Cheer  up,  be- 
loved, tnink  of  the  things  which  God  has  done  for  us,  and  depend 
upon  it  that  He  will  continue  to  speak  peace  to  our  souls.  Oh, 
but,  say  you,  you  do  not  get  high  enough  for  us  this  morning. 
Why,  sometimes  1  get  too  high,  and  then  I  offend  in  that  direction. 
However,  we  will  say  a  little  more  on  this  subject.  I  had  intended 
to  speak  about  the  blessedness  of  being  home  in  heaven.  That  is 
yours,  is  it  not?  Yes.  But  there  may  be  a  great  many  things 
ordained  to  take  place  before  you  and  I  arrive  there.  I  often 
observe  that  people  like  to  keep  up  what  is  called  New  year's  Day. 
The  Lord  only  knows  whether  there  is  more  bitterness  for  us  in 
this  year  than  there  was  in  the  last;  but  whatever  gall,  whatever 
bitter  herbs  may  be  in  store  for  me,  1  shall  be  mercifully  sustained 
by  God,  who  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not* 

Well  then,  beloved,  "  all  things  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Christ's, 
and  Christ  is  God's."  God  Himself  is  yours.  This,  beloved,  is 
the  crowning  subject  of  the  text.  It  is  eternal  fulness,  it  is  immortal 
blessedness.  "AH  things  are  yours."  Then  God  is  yours.  Now 
let  us  make  a  remark  or  two  on  this  subject.  "  1  will  be  their  God, 
and  they  shall  be  my  people."  Let  this  be  considered  first  in  its 
fulness  and  blessedness.  When  we  consider  these  love  acts  of  our 
covenant  God,  how  blessed  is  it  to  consider  that^  not  one  of  them 
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can  be  touched  by  idn,  by  deaxb,  by  devils,  by  men,  by  eternity,  or 
by  -wrath  to  come.  They  are  alway  the  same.  **  I  will  be  their 
God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people."  Now  just  take  one  word 
which  hath  often  been  a  consolation  to  my  mind,  and  it  is  what  I 
call  a  standing  blessing  in  the  Church  of  God.  You  know  that 
when  the  Lord  brought  forth  Samuel  to  be  a  prophet  in  His  Churchy 
things  were  going  on  very  sadly.  God's  ark  was  carried  into  the 
enemy's  hands:  typifying  Jesus  Christ  being  delivered,  by  the 
determinate  counsel  of  God,  to  be  crucified  and  slain.  You  will 
observe,  that  to  those  who  got  possession  of  the  ark  it  was  of  no 
use,  it  was  a  trouble  and  a  vexation.  So  those  that  crucified  the 
Lord  of  life,  and  glory,  said,  *'  His  blood  be  upon  us  and,  upon  our 
children,"  that  is  the  greatest  torment  which  they  have  yet.  Well, 
then,  here  is  poor  old  Eli  falling  back  when  the  gloiy  departed ; 
he  broke  his  neck,  but  this  did  not  separate  him  from  the  love  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus.  Then  when  Samuel  was  brought  forth,  and 
began  to  open  up  God's  testimony  to  them,  they  appeared  to  be 
terrified.  He  "  called  unto  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  sent  thunder 
and  rain,  and  all  the  people  greatly  feared."  Then  said  he,  for  the 
consolation  of  the  dear  children  of  God,  in  the  22nd  verse  of  the 
12th  chapter  of  the  1st  book  of  Samuel,  ^^  The  Lord  will  not  forsake 
His  people  for  His  great  name  sake :  because  it  hath  pleased  the 
Lord  to  make  you  His  people."  There  we  live,  there  we  stand,  in 
inviolable  union  with  our  most  gracious  Christ,  and  the  pleasure 
of  Jehovah  shall  prosper  in  his  hands.  ^'  It  pleased  the  Lord  to 
make  you  His  people."  I  must  speak  freely :  you  cannot  do  any* 
thing  to  displease  Him  or  to  make  it  otherwise.  Ah,  say  you,  this 
is  antlnomianism  !  I  do  not  mind  what  you  call  it  He  that  was 
pleased  to  make  us  His  people  is  the  most  glorious  Christ,  and  we 
rejoice  in  His  precious  and  glorious  truths. 

One  word  more,  or  rather  a  quotation  on  this  subject.  Moses, 
speaking  to  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness,  and  repeating  to  them 
the  glorious  gospel,  first  tells  them  of  their  vile  transgressions, 
their  base  ingratitude,  and  their  bold  rebellion.  Well,  just  as  he 
has  got  their  ears,  so  to  speak,  in  this  way,  he  drops  the  subject ; 
and  what  does  he  say  ?  Then  "  The  Lord  did  not  set  His  love 
upon  you,  nor  choose  you,  because  ye  were  more  in  number  than 
any  people."  Why,  then?  Because  He  loved  you.  May  God 
drop  it  into  your  he^arts  to  think  ten  times  more  about  God's  love  to 
you,  than  about  your  love  to  God.  Why  do  we  love  Him? 
Because  He  first  loved  us.  The  subject  is  so  very  blessed  that  I 
entreat  you  to  ponder  it  over,  beloved.  Hath  it  pleased  the  Lord 
to  make  you  His  people  ?  Yes,  and  you  cannot  get  out  of  it 
either.^  Ah,  say  you,  it  is  dangerous  to  use  these  words.  Let  us 
hear  what  the  Lord  says  by  the  prophet  Isaiah ;  He  swears  it,  and 
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He  never  will  revoke  His  own  Word :  **  Surely  (saith  God)  Aey 
are  my  people,  children  that  will  never  lie."  What  is  the  reason 
that  they  will  not  lie?  Why,  the  Lord  has  turned  to  them  a 
**  pure  language,"  to  *'  serve  Him  with  one  consent."  They  shall 
not  have  a  tongue  to  tell  lies.  How  blessed  it  is  to  contemplate 
this  glorious  mercy.  K  we  were  to  draw  our  inferences  from  what 
the  people  of  God  are  in  themselves,  we  should  find  them  the 
worst.  Well,  say  some,  I  do  believe  that  those  who  profess  to 
believe  in  election  are  the  greatest  hypocrites  in  the  world.  You 
have  no  occasion  to  tell  the  child  of  God  that  he  is  a  hypocrite, 
he  has  thought  that  an  hundred  times  before.  Yet  surely,  says 
God,  they  are  my  people.  Now  we  will  just  look,  one  moment,  at 
the  7th  chapter  of  the  book  of  Deuteronomy.  What  do  we  find 
there  ?  **  And  He  will  love  thee  and  bless  thee."  And  a  little 
further  on :  "  Thou  shalt  be  blessed  above  all  people."  Well,  saith 
the  poor  soul,  1  wish  vou  would  say  some  word  Irom  which  I  may 
know  that  I  am  one  of  God's  blessed  ones.  One  particular  feature 
of  blessedness  is  to  live  daily  feeling  your  need  of  Christ  and  sal- 
vation. That  is  a  demonstrative  proof  that  God  loves  you,  that 
God  hath  blessed  you,  and  that  thou  art  now  blessed  above  aU 

?»ople.  Cheer  up,  then,  here  is  good  news  from  a  far  country. 
ea,  God  says  by  Isaiah,  ^*  All  that  see  them  shall  acknowledge 
them  that  thev  are  the  seed  which  the  Lord  hath  blessed."  Well, 
then,  there  is  another  mercy  to  be  noticed,  that  there  is  more,  so 
to  speak,  than  a  reciprocity  between  God  and  His  Church.  He  is 
our  God  and  we  are  His  people.  He  is  interested  in  us,  and  we 
in  Him^  I  am  not  to  attempt  explanation.  That  be  far  from  me. 
But  the  subject  opens  to  our  mind  three  things,  and  three  things 
indissoluble,  untouchable,  and  unalterable  as  God  Himself.  What 
are  they  ?  Oneness  of  nature,  oneness  of  life,  and  oneness  of 
spirit  Oneness  of  nature  in  Him ;  He  took  ours,  and  we  are  par- 
takers of  a  divine  nature ;  oneness  of  life,  being  created  in  Christ 
who  is  our  life ;  oneness  of  spirit,  as  it  is  written,  "  he  that  i§  joined 
to  the  Lord  in  one  spirit."  Here  the  Lord  and  His  people  st  «nd 
in  eternal  relationship,  and  it  is  wonderfully  stated  in  the  12th  of 
Corinthians,  in  order  that  there  shall  be  no  schism  in  the  body, 
God  hnth  tempered  the  body  together,  and  God  hath  set  the  mem- 
bers in  the  body  as  it  pleaseth  Him. 


''  In  union  with  the  Lamb, 
From  condemnation  free. 
The  saints  from  everlasting  were. 
And  shall  for  ever  be. 


Here  let  the  weary  rest, 

Who  love  the  Saviour's  name* 

Though  with  no  sweet  enjoyment  blest* 
This  covenant  stands  the  same.'* 
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Beloved  in  the  Lord, — Grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  with  you 
from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lorc^  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son 
of  the  Father  in  truth  and  love. 

It  has  bee?n  much  upon  my  mind  to  write  to  you  for  some  days 
past  respecting  Him  whom  our  souls  love ;  and  I  trust  that  the 
^ame  Lord,  who  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  Him,  will  lead  my 
pen  to  write  those  things  which  shall  glorify  His  great  name  and 
be  of  benefit  to  your  soul.  We  shall  then  mutually  sing,  **  The 
Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  rock,  and  let  the  God  of  my  sal- 
vation be  exalted;"  for  "He  that  is  mighty  hath  done  to  me  great 
things,  and  holy  is  His  name."  "The  Lord  hath  done  great 
things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad."  Great  things  He  did  for  us 
in  the  Son  of  His  love  before  the  foundation  of  the  world ;  for  He 
loved  us  in  Him,  chose  us  in  Him,  blessed  us  in  Him  with  all 
spiritual  blessings,  called,  justified,  and  glorified  us  in  Him  before 
we  stood  creatures  in  union  to  a  natural  head.  '  The  poet  sings, 
and  we  can  well  afford  to  join  him, 

"SHved  from  the  damning  power  of  sin,  the  law's  tremendous  curse, 
Well  now  the  sacred  song  begin,  whete  God  began  with  us." 

We  well  know  that  He  began  with  us  in  Christ,  and  always  deals 
with  us  as  the  members  of  the  body  of  Christ  He  at  all  times 
views  us  as  Christ,  because  we  belong  to  Christ.  The  Father's 
object  is  our  object ;  His  subject  is  our  subject ;  His  delight  is  our 
deligfit;  His  Beloved  is  our  Beloved.  We  have  no  life,  no  light, 
no  love,  no  joy,  no  peace,  no  hope,  no  God,  no  heaven,  no  glory, 
no  nothing,  save  Jesus  only.  Upon  this  ground  we  fix,  on  this 
solid  rock  we  stand,  in  this  high  tower  we  refuge,  under  the  shade 
of  this  tree  we  sit,  into  this  banqueting  house  we  are  brought, 
with  this  precious  Lord  Jesus  we  are  satisfied.  We  do  not  say, 
"  Who  will  show  us  any  good  thing  ?"  for  we  find  all  good  things 
in  Christy  all  eternal  things  in  Christ,  all  spiritual  blessings  in 
Christ,  all  everlasting  favours  in  Christ,  all  health,  wealth,  peace, 
and  prosperity  in  Christ.  We  do  not  seek  to  be  more  loved,  to  be 
more  blessed,  to  be  more  saved,  to  be  more  held  in  favour,  than 
we  are  now.  We  do  not  think  that  our  Father's  love  will  be 
increased  towards  us  when  we  get  home.  How  is  this  ?  His  love 
is  fixed  on  (Christ,  we  are  the  body  of  Christ ;  therefore  His  love 
is  fixed  on  us.  He  cannot  love  the  Hf^ad  with  a  partial  love.  If 
one  is  loved,  all  are  loved :  if  one  is  blessed,  are  not  all  blessed  ? 
If  we  feel  that  God  could  never  love  such  wretches  as  we  feel 
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oarselves  to  be,  let  us  think  again,  and  remember  that  He  can  love 
Christ,  that  He  can  bless  Christ,  and  that  He  can  glorify  Christ ; 
but  there  is  no  such  person  as  Christ  without  you  and  I;  for  the 
Head  cannot  say  to  the  feet  "  I  have  no  need  of  thee ;"  and  "  the 
more  feeble  members  are  necessary."  How  often  have  you  and  I 
been  puzzled  to  account  for  the  love  of  God  towards  us,  the 
goodness  of  God  towards  us ;  but  when  the  Spirit  of  Christ  fixed 
our  mind  upon  Christ,  settled  our  heart  in  Christ,  and  filled  our 
thoughts  with  Christ,  how  simple  and  plain  it  all  appeared,  and 
yet  how  grand,  glorious,  and  precious  it  was  to  our  souls.  We 
then  became  satisfied  with  "Chrisi:.  If  any  talked  to  us  about  godli- 
ness, it  must  be  Christ:  if  any  mentioned  religion,  it  must  be 
Jesus :  if  any  spoke  of  holiness,  righteousness,  goodness,  peace, 
joy,  faith,  hope,  light,  lifie,  or  any  spiritual  thing,  it  must  be  the 
LAmb  of  God.  We  saw  Him  to  be  alone  worthy  of  all  praise, 
gloiy,  honour;  and,  like  Mordecai,  He  was  the  Man^  whom  the 
King  delighted  to  honour.  It  was  sickly  to  our  spiritual  mind,  our 
new  heart  of  love,  to  hear  people  talk  about  what  they  had  done, 
and  hoped  to  do  for  the  Lord ;  for  we  well  knew,  by  infallible 
tuition,  that  we  had  destroyed  ourselves  in  the  first  Adam,  and  in 
Him  alone  was  our  help  found ;  for  He  had  laid  help  upon  one 
that  was  mighty.  He  is  now  all  our  salvation,  and  all  our  desire. 
Our  bingle  eye  can  only  see  this  object ;  our  one'  heart  can  only 
dwell  upon  this  one  subject.  He  is  sweet  to  our  taste,  and  all  is 
bitter  beside.  He  is  a  cordial  to  our  heart,  and  aU  is  poison 
beside.  He  is  life  to  our  Spirit,  and  all  is  death  beside.  He  is  love 
to  our  mind,  and  all  is  hatred  beside.  He  is  a  light  to  our  path, 
and  all  is  darkness  beside.  He  is  all  we  need  below,  all  we  shall 
xWant  above. 

"  He's  all  that's  good  and  great, 
Alt  that  I  can  admire, 
All  that's  endearing  to  my  soul. 
And  all  my  soul's  desire." 

We  are  not  called  by  the  Lord  to  seek  our  own  glory,  live  onr 
own  fleshly  life,  say  our  own  natural  prayers,  sing  our  own  carnal 
songs,  and  admire  our  own  ways  and  doings ;  but  on  the  contrary. 
We  have  but  one  object  and  subject  presented  to  our  mind,  and 
Christ  is  that  object  and  subject.  The  glorified  throng  before  the 
throne  have  no  one  else  to  adore,  no  one  else  to  sing,  no  one 
else  to  crown.  He  is  the  theme  of  their  song,  the  object  of  their 
adoration,  the  subject  of  their  meditation.  He  is  Alpha  and 
Omeg^  above,  the  first  and  the  last  below.  We  have  not  spiritual 
eyes  given  us  to  look  at  and  admire  each  other,  or  to  gaze  at  and 
fall  in  love  toiih  ourselves;  but  to  look  on  Him  whom  we  have 
pierced.     It  is  indeed  sweet  to  petition  with  the  poet,  and  say, 
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*'  Conduct,  blest  Guide,  thy  sinner  train 
To  Calvary  where  the  Lamb  was  slain, 

And  with  us  there  abide : 
Point  out  the  place  where  grace  abounds. 
Direct  us  to  the  bleeding  wounds 
Of  our  Incarnate  God." 

These  are  the  pure  breathings  of  living  souls.  When  the  children 
of  Israel  were  bitten  by  serpents,  they  were  not  told  to  look  at 
tteir  wounds,  bul  the  antidote  was  raised  for  them  to  gaze  upon ; 
and  while  they  were  looking  at  that  wondrous  object,,  they  were 
living  the  life  that  it  produced,  and  health  outlived  the  disease. 
In  like  manner  we  are  bitten,  and  in  like  manner  we  are  healed* 
A  dear  woman  once  said  within  herself,  "  If  I  may  but  touch  the 
hem  of  His  garment,  I  shall  be  made  whole ;"  and  she  did  not 
over-estimate  His  power.  She  had  a  disease  which  defied  all  skill, 
Christ  Himself  was  the  cure.  We  have  a  disease  which  defies  all 
surgical  operations,  all  doctor's  prescriptions,  but  Christ  Himself 
is  the  cure.  He  says,  "  I  will  bring  it  health  and  cure ;"  so  that 
we  get  the  health  before  we  realise  the  cure ;  and  yet  we  cannot 
have  health  and  disease  at  the  same  time.  It  is  simply  this. 
Christ  is  our  health?  and  when  He  comes  disease  vanishes.  He 
says,  **They  that  be  whole  need  not  a  physician,  but  they  that  are 
sick;'*  and  "I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  hyxt  sinners  to 
repentance." 

"  Sinners  are  high  in  His  esteenit 
And  sinners  highly  value  Him.'* 

This  glorious  object  and  subject,  beloved,  we  would  at  this  time 
draw  your  attention  to,  fully  believing  that  you  cannot  be  better 
employed  than  to  be  gazing  on  so  glorious  a  person.  To  have  a 
life  interest  in  Him  beggars  all  description,  defies  all  language  to 
set  it  forth.  We  know  that  He  is  our  eternal  portion  and  ever- 
lasting possession,  and  we  can  join  Toplady  in  singing, 

•*  I'm  rich  to  all  th*  intents  of  bliss, '    • 
Since  thou,  0  God,  art  mine  1" 

We  often  think  of  you,  beloved,  and  your  repeated  kindnesses 
toward  us  and  ours.  Many,  many  happy  times  have  we  had 
together,  and  often  has  our  heart  been  warmed  within  us  while 
speaking  of  Him  whom  our  souls  love.  Cause  again  and  again 
have  we  had  to  say,  "It  is  good  to  be  here."  Yes,  it  has  been 
good  to  be  in  that  little  and  snug  Chapel  at  Skidby  many  times ; 
and  we  can  say  of  that  Chapel  what  we  can  say  of  no  other,  and 
that  is,  we  never  had  a  barren  time  in  it.  More  or  less  we  always 
found  it  good  to  speak  of  the  glory  of  His  kingdom  and  talk  of  His 
power  within  its  walls.  Indeed  we  believe  that  both  Shepherd  and 
Bishop  have  been  with  us  many  times ;  for  it  has  been  **  no  other 
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than  the  house  of  God,  and  the  very  gate  of  heaven."    Well,  how 

ffood  of  the  Lord  to  grant  such  privileges,  and  enable  us  now  to 
ook  back  with  pleasure  upon  these  hallowed  times.  Skidby  will 
be  a  memorable  spot  in  our  pathway,  not  to  be  eradicated  by  any 
of  life's  vicissitudes. 

And  now,  beloved,  as  one  who  has  your  very  best  interest  at 
heart,  we  would  say,  How  are  you  getting  on  ?  How  are  the  few 
sheep  which  I  have  there  left  in  the  wilderness  ?  Give  my  very 
best  love  to  ihem,  and  tell  them  that  the  good  Shepherd^wiU  still 
feed  them,  that  He  will  allow  no  dog  of  hell  to  biter  them,  that 
He  will  not  suffer  the  roaring  lion  to  devour  them,  and  that  He 
will  feed  them  upon  the  high  mountains  of  Israel.  There  their 
fold  shall  be,  ana  there  they  shall  lie  down,  none  daring  to  make 
them  afraid.  Tell  them  to  cheer  up,  all  is  well  with  them ;  for  if 
God  be  for  them,  who  can  be  against  them  ? 

And  now,  dearly  beloved,  we  will  draw  this  epistle  to  a  close, 
wishing  you  every  new  covenant  blessing.  My  wife  joins  me  in 
very  best  love  to  you  and  yours,  wishing  you  health  and  peace 
in  Jesus. 

Wo  are  all  well,  and  living  upon  the  good  old  com  of  the  land, 
and  the  good  old  wine  of  the  kingdom.  We  have  the  same  God 
here  as  at  Hull,  and  the  same  Church  to  feed  as  there.  The  Lord 
our  God  is  in  the  midst  of  us ;  therefore  no  evil  can  befall  us.  I 
need  not  say  how  pleased  I  shall  be  to  receive  a  line  from  you, 
and  any  of  our  Skidby  friends.  Hope  you  and  all  yours  are  well. 
Remember  me  kindly  to  the  whole  of  your  household. 

Very  heartily,  sincerely,  and  affectionately  yours, 

A*  WiLCOCKSON. 

10,  Kirkby  Place,  Plymouth. 
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Beloved  in  Jbsus, — All  health  and  peace  to  you  in  union  to  our 
precious  living  Head,  "from  which  all  the  body  by  joints  and 
bands  having  nourishment,  ministered  and  knit  together,  increaseth 
with  the  increase  of  God,"  as  it  is  written,  "  He  must  increase,  but 
I  must  decrease,"  which  I  believe  is  the  true  increase  of  God, 
bringing  us  into  that  happy  nothingness  where  Christ  fs  all  and 
in  all. '  Here  is  no  room  for  creature  doings  or  deserts,  like  when 
the  Temple  was  so  filled  with  the  glory  of  God,  that  there  was  no 
room  for  the  priests  to  minister.  Christ  is  the  glory  pf  God— 
"  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith,  that  ye  bein^ 
rooted  and  grounded  in  love  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all 
saints  what  is  the  breadth  and  lens;th,  and  depth,  and  beight,  and 
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to  know  the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  knowledge,  thitt  ye 
might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God."  It  pleased  all-fulnehs 
in  Him  to  dwell:  ''in  Him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead 
bodily :"  aod  when  He  dwells  in  us,  and  we  in  Him,  by  precious 
faith,  indeed  it  does  put  the  creature  mightily  down  and  out  of  the 
question;  for  He  was  so  mighty  in  words,  and  deeds,  and  suffer- 
ings, that  faith  has  blessed  eipplbyraent  in  considering  Him  under 
law  and  justice  most  richly  satisfying  both ;  so  that  they  have  no 
demands  to  make  on  those  for  whom  He  stood  surety.  They  are 
fiiil  of  His  fatness,  and  the  soul  is  filled  with  praise  m  the  liberty 
wherewith  He  has  made  it  firee ;  in  which  liberty  it  has  leisure  to 
contemplate  the  glories  of  His  person,  and  the  height  and  depth  <^ 
love,  having  by  &ith  ceased  m>m  its  own  works  to  rest  in  His, 
and  rejoice  in  Him:  and  here  is  more  blessing  and  blessedness 
than  it  has  room  to  contain  ;  so  that  it  has  no  need  to  turn  i^ain 
to  the  beggarly  elements  of  the  cceature,  having  all  that  the  new 
heart  can  wish  in  the  flilness  of  the  Creator — God  manifest  in  the 
flesh,  the  great  mystery  of  godliness,  the  person  of  the  Son  of  God 
in  union  with  the  fieeh  of  His  Church.  Oh  I  it  is  a  wonder  dear 
to  the  heart  of  love  to  see  Him  taking  all  her  responsibilities, 
standing  under  all  her  debts  and  difficulties,  as  if  they  were  His 
own,  they  being  "no  more  twain  but  one  flesh:"  and  then  having 
fiirst  cleared  ofi^  all  the  incumberance,  He  gives  her  a  capacity  to 
know  it,  and  to  know  Him,  fits  Her  to  be  His  own  inheritance  and 
joy,  and  bestows  Himself  upon  her  to  be  her  delight  and  glory  to 
the  ages  of  eternity.  Moreover,  as  the  soul  is  brought  by  the 
blessed  Spirit  to  live  believing  in  Jesus,  these  glorious  things  of 
God  are  much  known  and  realised  even  below :  ye  have  received 
**  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God,  that  ye  might  know  the  things  which 
are  freely  given  to  us  of  God,"  "  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all 
spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus."  We  are 
poor  and  needy  in  ourselves,  but  in  Christ  have  durable  riches  and 
righteousness,  enough  to  meet  all  our  creditors  with  a  glad  heart 
and  honest  hand ;  so  that  we  have  no  need  to  go  lean  from  day  to 
day  because  of  our  poverty,  though  feeling  it  more  and  more.  The 
sweet  privilege  of  faith  is  to  be  glad  in'tb«  Lord,  as  having  nothing 
in  self,  but  possessing  all  things  in  Him.  He  that  thus  '^we^k^th 
uprightly,  walketh  surely,"  and  being  in  the  royal  way  h^iS  no 
need  to  fear  the  adversary,  or. the  judge,  or  the  prison,  because  his 
debt  is  already  paid,  even  the  uttermost  farthing-  How  sweet  is 
this  to  such  a  bankrupt  heart  as  mine ;  and  '^  how  beautiful  upon 
the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  Him  that  bringeth  these  glad  tidings," 
(blowing  the  Jubilee  trumpet  which  sounds  return,  rest,  liberty, 
and  freedom  from  debt  and  danger,  and  they  shall  come  which  are 
ready  to  perish.     Bless  the  dear  Lord,  the  sound  has  entered  into 
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my  soul,  and  the  savour  of  the  sacrifice  too,  and  I  find  it  a  savour 
of  rest  in  this  weary  land*     We  are  journeying  on,  beloved,  to  the 
land  of  which  we  have  already  the  earnest  and  foretaste.    Many 
outward  thincs  which    befall  us  are   very  mysterious,  but  faith 
believes  His  love   through  the   cloud,  and  the  storm,  and  the 
stripping.     He  has  told  us,  "ye  are  not  your  own;"  but  the  sweet 
consolation  is,  "My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His;"  and  we  are 
veiT  safe  in  His  precious  hands,  however  He  may  see  fit  to  humble 
and  empty;  for  He  will  do  us  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days  of  our 
life.     I  find  anxious  care  a  great  enemy  to  soul  and  health,  and 
very  useless ;  for  "  who  by  taJking  thought  can  add  one  cubit  to  hia 
stature?"     I  desire  to  be  turned  from  it  and  consider  the  lilies 
and  ravens  which  neither  toil  nor*  spin,  and  consider  Him  who 
clothes  and  feeds  both  theni  and  me ;  and  I  seek  to  leave  all  my 
concerns  to  His  management,  that  my  heart  may  be  free  to  be  taken 
up  with  Himself.     I  marvel  that  my  health  is  better,  when  Home 
seemed  just  in  view ;  but  His  arm  shall  sustain  and  His  love  solace 
the  rest  of  the  pilgrim's  way,  and  my  songs  or  my  sighs  ever  breathe 
with  His  fragrant  name.    I  thank  you  for  the  sermons,  for  which 
I  am  your  debtor.     Thanks  too  for  your  letter,     I  fully  enter  into 
all  you  say  about  all  our  sin  being  laid  upon  Him,  and  all  its 
punishment,  and  that  what  is  done  away  by  Him  will  not  be  chargd 
again ;  but  1  do  not  see  that  you  have  shewn  what  we  are  chastised 
for ;  but  I  do  not  wish  to  lay  the  subject  upon  you  again.     I  quite 
believe  that  "  if  we  sow  to  the  flesh  we  shall  ot  the  flesh  reap  cor- 
ruption :"  "  if  we  live  after  the  flesh  we  shall  die ;"  not  eternally, 
but  in  our  feelings,  and  bring  fresh  thorns  in  our  path.     Perhaps 
these  are  the  very  chastenings  by  which  He  brings  our  profit,  that 
we  may  walk  in  Christ  His  holiness,  and  not  in  oiur  flesh  and  its 
works,  which  are  altogether  dead  works,  and  it  is  entirely  corrupt 
I  feel  that  1  can  receive  nothing  except  the  Lord  give  it  me,  but 
though  I  am  so  stupid  and  ignorant,  Jesus  is  very  precious,  and  in 
Him  my  soul  rejoices,  finding  great  spoil,  such  as  I  could  never 
have  got  by  my  own  sword  or  bow.     Ever  praised  be  my  loving 
Lord. 

I  heard  of  you  by  Mrs.  Lever's  mother.  My  soul  is  grieved  for 
your  afllictions,  and  tlie  thinness  of  the  Lords  house.  May  He 
soon  reveal  what  He  intends  by  these  rough  messengeis  and 
accomplish  their  work,  and  then  crown  your  last  days  with  peace 
and  prosperity.  I  know  you  have  peace  in  Him,  but  you  know 
what  I  mean.  With  kind  love  to  yourself  and  Mrs.  Triggs,  and 
wishing  you  every  blessing,  I  remain,  in  our  adorable  Lord  the 
Lamb, 

Your  affectionate  Ruth. 
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''Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father  which  hath  made  us  meet  to  he  partakeis  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light*'— Col.  i.  12. 

(  ConHnuedfrom  our  la$tj 

Whatever  we  come  in  contact  with,  however  dark  the  road, 
however  intricate  the  pathway,  we  stand  complete  in  Christ ;  holy, 
and  unblameable,  ana  unreproveable  in  His  sight;  ^^ perfect  m 
Christ  Jesus." 


"  What  cheering  words  are  these. 
Their  sweetness  who  can  tell  I 
In  time,  and  to  eternal  days, 
'Tis  with  the  righteous  well. 


In  ev*ry  state  secure, 

Kept  as  Jehovah's  eye, 
*Tis  well  with  them  while  life  endure. 

And  well  when  call'd  to  die." 


**  But,**  says  one,  "it  is  written  that  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth 
in  Jesus  shall  never  die/'  True !  but  the  poet  referred  here  to 
literal  death,  to  the  time  when  the  soul  shall  be  disembodied  and 
soar  away,  when  it  will  be,  "  Thy  God,  thy  glory.**  0 1  what  a 
glorious  sight  will  it  be  when  we  behold  the  King  in  His  beiauty. 
He  is  precious  in  His  Person,  in  His  blood,  in  His  spotless  righte- 
ousness, in  His  dignity,  in  His  glory ;  He  is  our  foundation,  and 
in  Him  we  are  at  all  tmies  secure ;  He  is  our  stone  of  health,  and 
our  stone  of  help;  and- we  can  raise  our  Ebenezer  and  say, 
**  Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us."  O !  how  sweet  is  it  to  bless 
Him  night  and  day,  and  to  lean  wholly  upon  Him ;  to  recline  upon 
His  bosom  of  love,  and  to  feel  He  will  never  leave  us  nor  forsake 
us.     One  sings  concerning  the  Church — 

'*  Though  she's  at  war  with  hell. 
Yet  she's  at  peace  with  heav*n, 
Triumphant  grace  her  foes  shall  quell; 
Her  sins  are  all  forgiv'n." 

These  lines  will  bear  pondering  over.  Are  your  personal  sins — 
your  individual  sins — all  forgiven?     If  so,  you  have  realised  for- 

Siveness,  you  have  received  pardon  at  the  hand  of  your  covenant 
ehovah.     Ah ! 

"  Dost  mind  the  place,  the  spot  of  land> 
9  Where  Jesus  did  thee  meet  ?" 

Can  you  remember  Bethel  ?    "  Yes,"  say  you,  "  and  it  was  indeed 
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none  other  than  the  House  of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven.  I 
could  then  say, 

"Who  is  a  pard'ning  God  like  Thee, 
Or- who  hath  blooa  m  ricli  and.  frte  ?" 

It  matters  not  what  especial  words  the  Lord  spoke  home :  did  He 
say,  "  I  have  blotted  out  as  a  thlfck  clbud  thy  transgressions,  and 
as  a  cloud  thy  sins :  return  unto  Me,  for  I  have  redeemed  thee ;" 
or  did  He  lay  His  right  hand  upon  you  and  saj^,  '^^  Thou  shalt  be 
for  Me,  and  not  for  man ;  so  will  I  also  be  for  thee  ?^  If  you  have 
heard  the  Shepherd's  voice,  you  felt  the  power  of  the  words  He 
uttered  in  your  own  soul ;  they  were  sweeter  to  you  than  the  honey 
and  the  honeycomb ;  you  could  bless  the  Lord  with  qheerful  voice ; 

{rour  soul  was  energized,  }Our  mind  was  expanded,  and  you  were 
ost  in  that  abyss  of  love ;  you  had  precious  drops  of  His  loving- 
kindness,  blessed  droppings  of  the  eternal  Ocean  ;  you  had  all  God 
could  give  you,  and  all  you  could  realise,  and  it  was  your  delight 
to  give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  His  name.  The  children 
of  God  need  none  at  such  times  to  tell  them  to  praise  the  Lord, 
for  praise  is  the  very  breathing  of  their  soul.  We  know  that  all 
rivers  run  into  the  sea,  but  the  rivers  must  come  first  from  the  sea ; 
and  when  we  get  a  stream,  it  flows  back  again,  to  the  fountain; 
when  His  Word  comes  down  in  majesty  and  in  power,  it  goes  biack 
in  praise ;  when  His  love  is  sh^d  abroad  in  the  heart  we  delight 
to  crown  Him  Lord  of  All.  The  cause  and  the  eflRect  are  ever 
linked  together ;  and  when  the  Lord  grants  us  a  copious  shower  of 
blessing,  we  feel  it  is  a  royal  freie-griace  privilege  to  give  Him 
thanks.  1  well  remember  when  He  showed  me  first  that  He  had 
loved  me  with  an  everlasting  love.  I  felt  I  could  scarcely  have 
existed  under  the  glory  which  beamed  upon  my  mind,  had  I  not 
been  able  to  express  in  praise  to  Him  the  emotions  of  my  souL 
The  Sun  of  Righteousness  arose  with  healing  in  His  wings,  and 
His  candle  shone  upon  my  head ;  I  blessed  my  glorious  Christ,  and 
I  felt  had  I  ten  thousand  tongues,  I  could  sing  alone  to  the  praise 
of  the  glory  of  His  grace ;  my  heart  expanded  in  that  ocean  of 
love,  and  I  lonced  to  extol  Him  in  higher  strains,  to  magnify  Him 
who  is  more  glorious  and  excellent  than  the  mountains  of  prey, 
and  crown  Him  who  alone  is  worthy.  How  many  in  our  presence 
have  realised  this  clear  shining  ?  Some  of  the  Lord's  children  are 
favoured  to  enjoy  it  more  or  less  for  a  long  season,  others  but  for 
a  few  minutes ;  nevertheless,  it  matters  not  if  it  subsided  soon  or 
lasted  for  a  longer  period  of  time,  it  was  blissful  love,  a  heavenly 
flame,  and  it  came  from  our  Beloved.  I  know  Satan  is  ever  ready 
to  harass  and  perplex  the  family  of  God ;  and  when  a  child  of  God 
hears  another  speak  of  his  own  experience,  how  often  does  the 
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enemy  come  in  like  a  flood  and  say^  You  cannot  come  up  to  that 
standard ;  your  knowledge  is  superficial ;  there  is  neither  vitality 
nor  reality  in  your  religion^  and  the  joy  that  you  thought  you  had 
realised  was  only  a  delusion^  W^  are  not  ignorant  of  Satan's 
devices^  but  the  Lord  has  promised  to  lift  up  a  staildard  against 
him.  *^  Well  I"  says  some  child  of  God,  ^^  I  did  not  feel  the  peace 
of  God  (which  passeth  all  understanding)  ruling  and  reignihg  in 
my  heart  for  days  and  weeks,  but  His  goodness  has  passed  before 
m6 ;  I  hate  had  sips  6S  the  brook  by  the  way,  and 

**  Detennm'd  to  save,  He  walch'd  o^er  mv  path 
When^  d&Uih's  blind  slare,  I  sported  with  dieath.* 

I  was  in  the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity,  but  the 
Lord  protected  me  from  dangers  seen  and  unseen,  and  though  I 
have  not  the  sure  evidence  tnsLt  I  am  one  of  the  chosen  jewels  in 
His  crown,  yet  ^^  I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prise  of  the  high 
calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.**  He  will  yet  grant  you  another 
manifestation  of  His  love,  another  development  thereof;  you  shall 
realise«the  chief  things  of  the  ancient  mountains,  and  the  precious 
things  of  the  lastins  hills.  O !  may  He  raise  you  above  time- 
thins^s.  May  iHe  shine  again,  and.  may  He  giveyou  another  token 
of  His  love  !  His  Word  shall  fiot  tetutn  unto  mm  void,  and  what 
He  hath  spoken  shall  be  accomplished.  When  my  covenant  God 
first  began  His  wondrous  work  in  my  soul,  I  oflen  wrote  better 
things  against  myself,  and  I  drew  wrong  conclusions  and  fleshly 
inferences ;  I  measured  myself  by  myself,  and  I  measured  myself  by 
others :  if  I  had  not  travelled  in  the  same  steps  as  others  of  the 
Lord's  children,  I  concluded  I  was  not  one  of  His  members ;  I  said« 
surely  I  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  matter,  but  I  spake  unad- 
visedly with  my  lips.  There  arfe  different  features  in  GcKi*s  family; 
He  does  not  lead  all  in  the  same  paths,  that  they  may  lean  alone 
upon  Him,  and  not  upon  themselves  or  upon  each  other.  Many 
of  the  Lord's  living  children,  before  they  are  established  in  the 
truth,  grounded  and  settled  in  the  faith,  conclude  they  do  not 
belong  to  Him  because  they  have  not  realised  such  glorious  tuadi- 
festations  of  His  love  as  some  have ;  but  when  He  is  pleased  to 
bring  out  the  prisoners  from  the  prison,  and  them  that  sit  in  dark- 
ness out  of  the  prison-house,  they  feel  assured  that  they  are  His, 
aad  that  they  shall  have  an  abundant  entrance  into  His  everlasting 
kingdom.  The  Lord's  people  were  always  His  portion.  His  in- 
heritance, though  not  manifestly  His,  not  His  in  the  development 
of  His  purpose,  when  dead  in  sins :  they  were  virtttoiiy  united  to 
Him  from  all  eternity ;  they  were  vit(xlly  united  to  Him  when 
quickened  into  life,  and  made  willing  in  the  day  of  His  power;  and 
they  mre  visd)ly  united  to  Elim  when  H^  sends  forth  the  Spirit  of 
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His  Son  into  their  hearts,  crying,  "Abba,  Father."  When  thus 
brouffht  to  sit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  they  are  not  carried  about  with  every  wind  of 
doctrine,  but  they  grow  up  into  Him  in  all  things  which  is  the 
Head,  even  Christ,  and  they  know  they  possess  an  imperishable 
life,  and  that  this  is  the  guarantee,  "  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live 
also." 

"Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father,  which  hath  made  us  meet 
to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  »the  saints  in  light*' 
Child  of  God!  do  you  feel  it  is  in  your  heart  to  sing  and  to 
praise  Him  for  His  light.  His  life.  His  truth,  and  His  glory ;  to 
give  Him  thanks  that  you  are  a  recipient  of  His  grace,  and  to  mag- 
nify Him  that  He  has  made  you  eternally  meet  to  be  a  partaker 
of  this  inheritance  ?  You  know  you  possess  your  portion  now  in 
earnest,  and  you  are  as  sure  of  having  full  possession  thereof  as 
though  you  were  now  before  the  throne.  You  can  say,  "  I  am  my  • 
Beloved's,  and  His  desire  is  toward  me."    Be  assured, 

"  More  happy,  but  not  more  secure. 
Are  glorified  spirits  in  heaven.  ** 

We  are  not  m^^f  in  union  to  a  natural  head;  our  hearts  are  deceitfuli 
and  desperately  wicked;  but  it  is  "To  whom  coming,"  to  the 
strength  of  Israel  in  our  weakness,  to  Him,  in  \vhom  aie  treasured 
all  ricnes  and  glory ;  and  it  is  our  delight  to  bring  our  empty  vessels 
to  Him  to  be  filled.     One  sings, 

**  Bring  your  empty  vessels  nigh, 
Gups  or  flagons,  great  or  small; 
To  the  brim,  in  rich  supply. 
Love  eternal  fills  them  all." 

None  can  deprive  you  of  your  portion,  and  none  can  rob  you  of 
your  inheritance. 

**  A  few  more  rolling  suns  at  most 
Will  land  you  on  &ir  Canaan's  coast." 

You  are  meet,  and  the  Lord  will  preserve  you  unto  His  heavenly 
kingdom ;  you  shall  take  possession  of  this  ircorruptible  inheritance, 
because  you  have  a  right  and  title  to  it ;  when  time  shall  be  no 
more  with  you,  and  the  days  of  your  mourning  shall  be  ended,  you 
shall  awake  in  His  likeness,  and  be  eternally  satisfied.  Some  of 
the  Lord's  children  here  know  they  al*e  meet,  and  some  do  not 
know  it,  and  there  may  be  some  here  who  think  they  must  in 
some  w^  prepare  themselves,  and  make  themselves  meet ;  but  it  is 
not  so ;  He  made  us  meet  in  eternity,  and  He  will  fill  all  His  vessels 
with  His  love ;  they  are  ^  a  people  prepared  for  the  Lord."  "Ah," 
says  one,  "  I  cannot  understand  how  I  pan  be  meet ;  in  me,  that 
is,  in  my  flesh,  there  dwelleth  no  good  thing ;  I  am  unworthy  that 
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the  Mighty  God  of  Jacob  should  come  under  my  roof.'*  All  the 
Lord's  children,  either  sooner  or  later,  are  taught  by  His  Spirit 
that  the  flesh  profiteth  nothing,  ^^  Let  not  the  wise  man  glory  in 
his  wisdom^  neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might ;  let  not 
the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches,  but  let  him  that  glorieth  glory  in 
the  Lord."  Li  the  dust  the  child  of  God  must  lie,  and  the  Lord 
alone  shall  be  exalted  in  that  day,  and  ^^  Him  hath  God  exalted 
with  His  right  hand  to  be  a  Pnnce  and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give 
repentance  to  Israel  and  forgiveness  of  sins."  He  hath  made  us 
meet !  Nothing  can  be  added  to  this  meetness,  to  this  perfection ; 
and  since  you  are  His,  He  will  fill  you.  We  must  not  be  full  of 
our  own  goodness ;  but  it  is  the  empty  vessel  that  is  meet  for  the 
Master's  use ;  it  is  coming  to  Hin^  nothing  in  self,  poor  and  needy^ 
insufficient  of  ourselves  to  think  anything  as  oi  ourselves,  and 
hanging  upon  Him,  the  nail  fastened  m  a  sure  place.  If  we  were 
half  full,  we  should  not  need  all  His  fulness ;  but  if  empty,  we  are 
adapted  for  Him,  and  He  is  adapted  for  us.  How  often  do  we 
want  to  get  into  a  better  state  of  mind,  but  our  emptiness  and  our 
need  are  the  qualifications.  "As  ye  have  therefore  received 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  Him."  Child  of  God !  you 
are  an  object  of  His  love,  a  subject  of  His  grace;  nothing  can 
bound,  terminate,  or  end  your  life ;  nothing  can  interfere  with  it. 
Christ  is  your  inheritance,,  and  He  hath  given  you  the  earnest  of 
His  Spirit  in  your  heart.  Does  not  the  earnest  grace  sometimes 
make  you  feel  unfitted  for  time  r  and  do  you  not  long  to  swim  in 
the  river  of  His  pleasure?  Then  will  you  sing  more  sweet, 
more  loud,  and  Christ  will  still  be  your  song,  "  Yes,"  say  you, 
"  I  often  anticipate  that  time ;  I  am  ready  for  the  consummation ; 
I  am  meet  for  the  realms  of  bliss  and  blessedness,  for  I  am  a  trophy 
of  the  blood  of  Emmanuel,  and  the  language  of  my  heart  is, 
*^  Come,  Lord'Jesus,  come  quickly."  May  the  Lord  rest  the  Word 
with  power,  and  give  you  to  realise  that  you  not  ox\\j  partake  of 
the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light,  but  that  you  now  participate 
in  the  first  firuits  thereof.  If  a  partaker,  you  are  a  partaker  of  the 
divine  nature,  a  partaker  of  Jehovah's  Christ ;  but  the  child  of 
God  delights  to  enter  now  by  faith  into  this  grace  wherein  the 
Church  stands,  to  slake  his  thirst  at  Jacob's  well,  and  to  hear  his 
Lord  say,  "  Eat,  O  firiends ;  drink ;  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  be- 
loved." Constant  favours  we  are  receiving,  constant  thanks  must 
flow  out :  sometimes  we  feel  dark,  and  Sometimes  light ;  sometimes 
dead,  and  anon  alive ;  but  though  there  may  be  changes  in  the 
streams,  there  can  be  no  ohange  in  the  ocean ;  the  efiect  may  vary ; 
the  cause  cannot. 

*'  The  cause  of  love  is  in  Himself, 
Then  in  Him  we'll  rejoice." 
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O I  may  He  enable  us  to  feel 

"  'Tib  well  when  on  the  mount 
We  feast  on  dying  lore. 
And  'tis  as  well*  in  God's  acconnt. 
When  we  the  famace  proTe." 

**  Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father  which  hath  made  us  meet  to 
be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light."  And  we 
may  add  in  Scripture  language,  "  This  honour  have  all  the  saints.  / 
Praise  ye  the  Lord  ;'*  and  we  can  join  the  great  Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  say,  "  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  His  unspeakable  gift." 
**The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord;" 
and  Jesus  says,  **  I  give  unto  them — my  sheep — eternal  life,  and 
they  shall  never  perish  ;**  and  again,  "  Bferause  I  live,  ye  shall  live 
also/*  Christ  in  us  the  hope  of  glory  is  our  sure  foundation  at  all 
times,  and  we  can  unite  in  that  song  we  were  just  now  singing, 
and  exclaim, 


"  Thon  art  my  rock,  and  refage  too, 
My  hiding-plai;e  when  foes  pursne ; 
^T  san,  my  shield,  my  tower  strong, 
My«nreetest  note  in  er'ry  so^g. 


My  advocate  hefore  the  throne, 
Hy  stable  base,  my  comer  stone; 
My  anchor  sure,  when  storms  arisef 
My  bread  descending  from  the  skies.*' 


In  aH  His  relations  to  His  children,  the  Lord  manifests  Himself  to 
be  an  unchangeable  God:  *^ Jesus  Christ  the  same  yesterday,  to- 
day, and  for  ever,"  and 

**  Did  Jesns  once  npon  you  shine? 
Then  Jesns  is  for  ever  thine.** 

**  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe  He  is  precious."  Yes  1  when 
fiiokiog  in  deep  mlre^  where  there  is  no  standing,  when  douds 
hover  over  the  miod^  when  the  Lord  does  not  grant  us  to  realise 
JQis  sensible  presence  as  we  desire,  there  is  a  preciousness  in 
thinking  of  Hun  and  of  His  mighty  acts,  in  thinking  how  with  one 
^eat  draught  of  love  He  drained  hell  dry,  in  thinking  of  His  un- 
changeable/love, His  irrevensible  erace,  in  thinking  of  His  wondrous 
mercy  .in  having  blessed  us  in  Himself,  in  having  made  us  willing 
in  the  day  of  His  power,  in  having  given  us  to  know  onr  standing 
in  Himself.  How  blessed  is  it  to  remember  Bethel-seasons, 
special  times  when  the  Lc^d  communed  with  us !  It  is  well  at  all 
•tunes  with  the  righteous ;  that  is,  with  Christ,  and  therefore  it  is 
well  with  usf,  beeaiuse  we  are  one  with  Jesus,  by  eternal  union  one. 

"  Here  let  the  weary  rest, 

Who  love  the  oaviour's  name; 
Th'ongh  with  no  sweet  enjo3m]ent  blessM» 
This  covenant  stands  the  same.'* 
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Who  hath  also  sealed  us,  and  given  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts."«r2  Coiu  i.  22. 


We  know  that  this  is  exclusively  the  language  of  Gotfs  children : 
none  but  His  sons  and  daughters  can  speak  of  the  earnest  of  His 
Spirit ;  and,  saj's  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Paul,  "  Ye  have  not  received 
the  spirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear,  but  ye  have  received  the  spirit 
of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba,  Father,"  We  have  now  the 
earnest  of  that  glorious  inheritance  which  is  reserved,  the  earnest 
of  those  eternal  realities  which  are  treasured  up  for  us  in  the  ful- 
ness of  our  glorious  Christ;  and  if  you  have  ever  realised  the 
earnest  thereof — the  first-fruits — the  full  possession  is  not  more 
assuredly  enjoyed  by  the  glorified  host  now  before  the  throne,  than 
it  shall  be  by  you  when  you  shall  leave  the  stage  of  time,  when  you 
shall  be  absent  firom  the  body  and  present  with  the  Lord.  Some 
in  our  presence  have  this  earnest,  and  are  not  more  certain  of  their 
own  existence  than  they  are  of  this  fact:  they  know  they  are 
beloved  of  God,  and  chosen  by  Him;  that  they  are  blessed  in 
Christ  and  saved  in  the  Lord  with  an  everlasting  salvation ;  and 
that  they  have  been  quickened  into  life»  and  called  with  an  high 
and  an  holy  calling,,  and  that  therefore  die  when  they  may  (or 
rather  whenever  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  call  them  to  drop  this  clay 
tent,  for  there  can  be  no  death  to  a  believer\  they  are  sure  of 
going  home  to  the  realms  of  bliss  and  blesseaness,  and  they  are 
persuaded   that  they  shall  have  an  abundant  entrance  into  His 
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everlasting  kingdom.  Some  say^  How  can  any  man  know  this? 
How  can  any  one  be  assured  that  he  is  joined  to  the  Lord  and  one 
Spirit  ?  And  they,  moreover,  add,  You  must  take  it  for  granted, 
and  hope  that  all  will  be  well  at  last;  for  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
be  certain  respecting  eternal  matters.  Ah  I  we  know  these  things 
only  by  revelation^  and  the  child  of  God  feels  he  possesses  the 
earnest  when  he  realises  the  sealing  of  God's  Spirit,  and  he  can  then 
say,  ^*I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth;"  he  can  testify  with 
Thomas,  it  is,  ^*  Mi/  Lord  and  my  God."  Yes  I  as  much  mine  as 
though  the  Lord  had  no  other  child  to  bless,  none  other  to  per- 
suade ;  he  can  join  the  poet  and  sing : 

"  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives, 
What  comfort  this  sweet  sentence  gives*  *" 

He  is  my  Redeemer,  my  Husband,  my  Ishi,  my  Beloved.  He  has 
plucked  me  as  a  brand  from  the  burning;  I  am  a  sheep  in  His  fold, 
and  He  privileges  me  to  feed  in  the  pastures  of  gospel  grace :  He 
has  gone  to  the  end  of  the  law  for  me  ;  He  has  ransomed  me,  and 
I  delight  to  bless  His  name,  and  to  praise  Him  who  hath  dealt  so 
wondrously  and  so  bountifully  with  me.  Yes !  the  child  of  God 
who  has  the  earnest  of  His  Spirit  in  his  heart  can  speak  in  confident 
terms  and  say,  "  My  witness  is  in  heaven,  my  record  is  on  high  ;'* 
but  cannot  you  remember  when  you  did  not  possess  it,  and  when 
you  were  exercised  about  it  ?  You  felt  no  creature  power  could 
persuade  you ;  the  Word  of  God  seemed  against  you ;  and  when 
you  heard  the  children  of  God  speak,  their  testimony  also  seemed 
against  you ;  for  they  had  realised  what  you  had  not,  and  they 
enjoyed  what  you  did  not ;  but  in  God's  own  time  you  likewise 
realised  the  same  covenant  favour  for  yourself,  and  felt  His  sealing, 
you  experienced  the  living  power.  Oh !  wondrous  mercy !  Think 
of  having  God's  seal,  God's  impress :  how  precious !  Having  the 
earnest,  you  knew  you  were  right  for  heaven  and  ripe  for  heaven, 
ready  for  God's  sickle.  Jesus  saith,  "  Say  not  ye.  There  are  yet 
four  months,  and  then  cometh  harvest  ?  behold  I  say  unto  you. 
Lift  up  your  eyes,  and  look  on  the  fields ;  for  they  are  white  already 
to  harvest;"  and  this  is  in  analogy  with  another  portion,  "If  the 
first-fruit  be  holy,  the  lump  is  also  holy ;  and  if  the  root  be  holy, 
so  are  the  branches."  Christ  is  the  wave-sheaf  before  the  throne, 
the  first-fruits  of  the  in-gathering  of  God's  precious  grain ;  He  is 
accepted,  and  they  are  accepted  in  living  oneness ;  and  if  He  has 
assured  you  of  your  interest  in  Himself,  if  He  has  manifested  His 
love  to  you,  if  He  has  sealed  you,  grounded,  rooted,  and  settled 
you  upon  Eimself,  none  cm  persuade  you  out  of  what  you  have 
realised  at  the  covenant  hand  of  your  covenant  God.  Child  of  God ! 
if  the  Lord  has  sealed  home  one  promise  in  your  heart,  you  may 
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claim  all  the  promises  which  are  in  God*s  Word  upon  the  ground 
of  covenant  relationship.  God's  promises  are  absolute ;  nothing 
can  alter  them ;  they  are  all  yea,  and,  in  Him,  Amen,  and  nothing 
can  ever  interfere  with  them :  "  Blessed  is  she  that  believeth ;  for 
there  shall  be  a  performance  of  those  things  which  were  told  her 
from  the  Lord."  Have  you  not  felt  the  living  power  ?  Has  not 
the  Lord  applied  His  Word,  and  have  you  not  realised  the  dew 
and  the  unction,  so  that  you  have  been  constrained  to  say,  "  It  is 
the  voice  of  my  Beloved  r 

*'  When  He  speaks,  His  words  are  cheering. 
Causing  bliss,  ah  1  bliss  complete.** 

The  sweetness  may  have  passed  away,  and  the  glory  may  have 
appeared  to  fade ;  but  one  promise  spoken  home  is  as  sure  of  being 
fulfilled  as  ten  thousand,  one  word  from  His  loving  mouth  is  as 
much  an  eternal  word  as^  though  He  uttered  many,  and  rest  assured 
He  will  never  repent  of  His  promise.  "  The  strength  of  Israel  will 
not  lie  nor  repent :  for  He  is  not  a  man  that  He  should  repent." 
"  All  are  yours."  Yes,  as  much  yours  as  though  you  had  realised 
every  promise  in  God's  Word. 

"  Who  hath  also  sealed  us."  How  sublime!  how  soul-energising! 
Neither  sin,  Satan,  nor  the  world  can  break  it :  we  are  sealed  unto 
the  day  of  redemption,  and  the  world  knoweth  us  not,  even  as  it 
knew  Him  not.  We  are  hidden  from  the  eye  of  the  world,  and 
from  the  eye  of  worldly  professors  of  religion ;  but  O  I  how  blessed 
is  it  to  have  the  broad  seal  of  heaven,  to  have  His  right  hand  laid 
upon  us,  and  to  hear  Him  say,  "  Fear  not,  I  have  redeemed  thee." 
How  precious  to  have  the  earnest  of  His  Spirit,  not  in  our  intel- 
lectual faculties,  but  in  our  hearts  !  Nothing  but  this  will  satisfy 
and  make  a  dying  bed  as  soft  as  downy  pillows  are.  It  is  heart- 
religion  alone  that  avails;  it  must  be  inward  work,  vital  work,  and 
when  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  cause  His  goodness  to  pass  before  us, 
we  feel  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  His  might;  we 
stagger  not  at  the  promise  of  God  through  unbelief,  but  we  are 
strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God;  being  fully  persuaded  that 
what  He  hath  promised  He  is  able  also  to  perform.  When  He 
granted  me  His  seal,  I  knew  all  my  sins  were  expunged  by  blood 
divine ;  I  felt  that  they  sank  like  lead  in  the  mighty  ocean,  that 
they  were  swept  away  in  the  torrent  of  precious  blood ;  that  they 
were  lost  in  the  redeeming  blood  of  Emmanuel  never  to  rise,  that 
they  were  carried  into  the  land  of  forgetful ness.  It  was  a  seal  of 
blood,  a  seal  of  mercy,  a  seal  of  love;  it  was  the  seal  of  my 
Kinsman-Redeemer,  the  seal  of  my  best  Beloved,  and  I  know  He 
cannot  nullify  His  oath,  or  alter  the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  His 
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mouih.  "  Ah,'*  says  one,  **  1  sometimes  lose  bight  of  His  seal." 
Nevertheless  nothing  can  interfere  ^ith  its  reality  and  its  vitality; 
once  sealed,  you  are  sealed  for  ever,  and  if  He  has  sealed  you, 
and  given  you  the  earnest  grace,  "all  are  yours;"  glory  is  yours; 
yea,  Christ  is  yours ;  and  it  is  ten  thousand  times  more  glorious  to 
possess  Christ  than  to  possess  heaven  ;  yea,  a  million  worlds  without 
Him.  What  would  heaven  be  to  me  if  my  precious  Christ  were 
not  there  ?  It  would  not  be  heaven  to  my  soul,  for  His  presence 
it  is  that  constitute*'  my  bliss.  Wondrous  mercy !  we  are  one  with 
Him  ;  we  are  members  of  His  body,  of  His  flesh,  and  of  His  bones. 
There  is  nothing  here  like  our  Jesus,  and  there  will  be  nothing 
above  like  Him. 

**  There's  nothing  hore  deserves  my  joy. 
There's  nothing  like  my  God," 

He  is  all  our  salvation,  and  He  is  all  our  desire.  We  have  the 
first-fruits  of  our  inheritance  now,  but  the  Lord  does  not  grant  us 
these  sips  of  the  brook  by  the  way  to  withhold  from  us  the  full  pos- 
session thereof.  O!  no.  The  earnest  grace  is  the  antepast  of 
what  we  shall  one  day  enjoy  when  in  full  possession,  and  when  we 
bask  in  His  eternal  sunshine.  I  believe  vory  few  in  our  day  know 
anything  of  God's  seal.  *'  Well,"  say  you,  "  1  do  know  it ;  for  I  have 
realised  it"  But  did  once  sealing  suffice ;  did  one  earnest  satisfy 
you  for  the  future  ?  No  I  I  know  that  you  wanted  again  to  taste 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious  ;  and  "  Restore  unto  me  the  joys  of  Thy 
salvation,"  is  the  constant  language  of  your  heart  now.  Possessing 
His  seal,  you  are  well  assured  that  your  salvation  is  fixed,  that 
nothing  can  alter  it,  and  that  it  can  never  undergo  any  variation  or 
any  change ;  but  then  you  want  the  joys  thereof  to  be  restored,  you 
want  your  hope  to  be  revived,  you  want  a  fresh  manifestation, 
another  development  of  His  lov«  to  you,  you  want  again  to  enjoy 
His  favour,  you  want  Him  to  seal  you  again  and  again,  you  want 
the  savour,  the  anointing,  the  dew,  and  the  unction,  you  want  again 
to  be  blessed  experimentally.  It  is  not  enough  for  the  children 
of  God  to  have  realised  His  blessing  ten  years  ago ;  they  feel  they 
must  go  to  their  Father  every  day,  and  intreat  Him  again  to  bless 
them.  Ah  1  we  have  cause  continually  to  pour  out  our  heart  before 
Him :  we  find  fresh  difficulties  and  fresh  perplexities  at  every 
turn,  and  the  breathings  of  the  soul  are.  Lord,  guide  me  here  and 
direct  me  there ;  O  support  me  and  instruct  me ;  let  me  lean  upon 
Thine  all-supporting  arm,  and  recline  upon  Thy  bosom  of  love ; 
•  tell  me  Thou  wilt  never  leave  me  nor  forsake  me.  These  are 
some  of  the  living  desires  of  a  living  child  of  God  ;  he  knows  that 
the  seal  he  already  has  is  a  real  sign,  a  true  token ;  but  he  wants 
the  Lord  to  manifest  His  covenant  love,  he  wants  to  glory  in  His 
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covenant  blood,  and  in  His  covenant  righteousness;  he  wants 
another  and  another  draught  of  the  wine  of  the  kingdom.  The 
Lord  brings  him  into  straits,  into  the  furnace,  and  into  the  flood, 
and  he  longs  for  another  word  from  his  Lord,  and  the  more  streams 
he  is  permitted  to  enjoy,  the  more  he  wants:  the  desire  of  hi& 
heart  is, 

**  More  frequent  let  Tbj  yisits  be. 
Or  let  Uiem  longer  last ; 
I  can  do  nothing  without  Thee, 
Make  haste,  my  Gbd,  make  haste.'* 

How  often  do  we  hear  the  child  of  God  say.  It  seems  long  since  I 
enjoyed  the  Lord's  favour,  since  He  shed  abroad  His  love  in  my 
heart,  since  He  eave  me  that  sure  pledge  that  I  belonged  ta  Him, 
and  that  He  belonged  to  me.  When  will  He  shine  again  and 
strengthen  me  with  might  by  His  Spirit  in  the  inner  man  ?  I  can 
look  bark  to  those  seasons  when  His  candle  shined  upon  my  head, 
and  when  by  His  light  I  walked  through  darkness,  when  heaven 
seemed  to  have  commenced  here  below,  and  I  long  to  realise  what 
I  did  then.  I  felt  He  had  indeed  saved  me,  and  sealed  me,  and 
His  seal  was  so  blessed,  and  so  precious,  that  I  was  assured  that  hell 
conld  never  break  it;  but  O I  how  cloudy  has  it  been  since  then  ; 
how  dull  and  dreary  since  that  time.      Cheer  up  I 

**  The  Lord  whom  thou  seekest. 
Will  not  tarry  long." 

He  will  suddenly  come  to  His  temple.  He  loves  all  His  children 
alike ;  there  are  no  favourites  in  God's  family  :  He  may  not  mani- 
fest Himself  to  some  of  them  as  much  as  He  does  to  others,  but  I 
believe  that  those  whom  He  afflicts  the  most  realise  the  greatest 
blessings;  that  is,  in  development,  in  manifestation,  in  apprehension. 
Would  we  then  choose  a  smoother  pathway  ?  O  !  no.  The  lan- 
guage of  our  heart  is, 

"  Choose  Thou  the  way,  but  still  lead  on." 

We  should  not  enjoy  His  special  favours  were  we  not  in  trying 
circumstances.  He  leads  us  on  from  strength  to  strength.  Thou- 
sands in  Christendom  are  not  cast  down  and  exercised  as  we  are  ; 
but  if  there  are  castings  down,  there  are  also  liftings  up,  and  our 
Beloved  is  as  much  with  us  in  the  valley  as  when  we  are  feasting 
on  His  bounty ;.  hence 

"  *Ti8  well  when  on  the  mount 
We  feast  on  dying  love, 
And  *tis  as  well ,  in  God's  account. 
When  we  the  furnace  prove." 
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Under  the  power  of  Satan's  temptations,  the  child  of  God  some- 
times feels  as  though  he  had  no  evidences  that  he  belonged  to  the 
living  in  Jerusalem,  and  that  he  formed  a  portion  of  God's  people. 
He  fears  all  his  religion  is  but  a  delusion,  and  in  the  flesh ;  h6 
thinks  he  is  walking  in  the  light  of  his  fire,  and  in  the  sparks  that 
he  has  kindled,  and  he  longs  for  a  confirmation  of  the  Lord's  un- 
changing love.  "When  the  enemy  cometh  in  like  a  flood,  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  lift  up  a  standard  against  him."  "  And 
this  Man  shall  be  the  Peace,  when  the  Assyrian  shall  come  into 
our  land."  The  enemy  comes  to  oppress  and  to  perplex,  but  the 
glorious  Lord  comes  to  manifest  His  love,  and  again  to  seal  him, 
and  to  grant  him  a  fresh  token  of  His  favour,  and  when  he  is  again 
privileged  to  be  brought  into  the  banqueting-house,  he  feels  it  is 
the  same  stream  which  he  has  enjoyed  in  past  days,  the  same  river, 
the  same  fountain,  the  same  ocean ;  he  feels  it  is  the  same  God  of 
love,  the  same  precious  Christ,  the  same  Brother  born  for  adversity, 
the  same  High  Priest  of  his  profession,  and  when  He  dispenses 
His  blessings  he  can  say  with  the  Psalmist,  **  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
soul :  and  all  that  is  witnin  ene,  bless  His  holy  name."  "  Who  hata 
also  sealed  us."  Ah !  we  cannot  do  without  His  sealing.  His  mani- 
festation, His  revelation ;  we  cannot  do  without  His  blessing ;  we 
cannot  do  without  His  smile.  We  know  He  will  not  change,  and 
that  He  cannot  favour  us  more  than  He  has  in  eternity ;  but  we 
love  to  have  fresh  developments  thereof;  we  know  that 


« 


Once  in  Ohiist,  in  Christ  for  ever.** 


We  know  that  we  are  on  our  way  to  heaven,  on  our  way  home ; 
we  know  that 

**  A  few  more  rolling  suns  at  most 
Will  land  us  on  fair  Canaan's  coast, 
Where  we  shall  sing  the  song  of  grace. 
And  see  our  glorious  hiding-place  ;** 

but  we  want  Him  to  kiss  us  with  the  kisses  of  His  mouth ;  for  His 
love  is  better  than  wine ;  we  want  Him  to  tell  us  again  that  He  has 
loved  us  with  an  everlasting  love ;  we  want  Him  to  shine  on  our 
souls  again,  to  refresh  us  again,  and  to  cause  us  again  to  realise 
these  chief  things  of  the  ancient  mountains,  these  precious  things 
of  the  lasting  hills.  **  Well,"  says  one,  ^*that  is  exactly  my  expe- 
rience." What  an  infinite  mercy  I  "  We  are  saved  by  hope ;  but 
hope  that  is  seen  is  not  hope ;  for  what  a  man  seeth,  why  doth  he 
yet  hope  for  ?  But  if  we  hope  for  that  we  see  not,  then  do  we 
with  patience  wait  for  it."  "  Hope  maketh  not  ashamed,  because 
the  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
which  is  given  unto  us,*  and  having  His  seal  we  are  ready  at  any 
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moment  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ  which  is  far  better.  "  But," 
say  you,  "  I  tremble  when  I  think  of  death ;  I  shudder  at  the 
thought  of  dissolution."  O  why  should  you  ?  Death  is  swallowed 
up  in  victory,  and  we  may  now  sine,  '*  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting? 
O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?"  Our  glorious  Christ  is  the  fount 
of  life,  even  of  eternal  life,  and  because  He  lives,  we  shall  live 
also*  He  hath  saved  us,  our  sins  are  drowned  in  blood,  and  His 
covenant  righteousness  and  Hia  spotless  perfection  belong  to  all 
His  covenant  children.  Have  ^ou  had  one  drop  of  the  ocean  of 
His  love  ?  It  is  the  earnest  that  the  whole  is  yours.  Has  the  Sun 
of  Righteousness  ever  arisen  with  healing  in  His  wings,  and  have 
you  seen  the  King  in  His  beauty  ?  Nothing  shall  ever  separate 
you  from  His  love.  The  child  of  God  faiE  to  enumerate  how 
many  glimpses  he  has  had  of  the  Lord:  he  knows  that  His 
mercies  likewise  are  new  every  morning,  and  that  great  is  His  faith- 
fulness, but  yet  the  time  between  His  visits  seem?  long,  and  the 
soul  oftimes  gets  wearied :  but,  child  of  God,  does  He  not  always 
come  at  the  right  time,  and  pour  down  a  copious  shower  of 
blessing  ? 

"  The  •amest  grace,  so  rich  and  free. 
It  makes  you  long  His  hce  to  see." 

Have  you  not  often  gone  to  the  house  of  God,  and  felt  that  the 
text  contained  very  blessed  truths,  and  that  which  was  said  was 
very  encouraging,  but  that  nothing  could  satisfy  you  but  the  power  ? 
You  have  said,  I  want  the  sealing,  the  earnest,  the  realisation  in 
my  own  soul. 

<*  To  see  good  bread  and  wine 
Is  not  to  eat  and  drink." 

"  Yes,*'  says  one,  "and  it  is  many  a  long  week  since  I  was  full  with 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord ;  I  have  had  sips  now  and  then  of  the 
river  of  His  pleasures,  but  I  want  fuller  draughts."  You  know 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  being  favoured  as  a  child,  and  there  is  also 
the  after-training  needed-  A  child  is  as  much  loved  when  at 
school  as  when  at  home  in  his  fath^sr's  house,  and  our  senses  must 
be  exercised.  A  tribulated  path  is  as  much  ordered  by  God  as  a 
less  rough  one;  He  loves  us  as  much  in  the  valley  as  on  the 
heights ;  as  much  in  the  furnace  as  on  the  mount  of  communion ; 
as  much  when  we  cannot  see  His  face  as  when  we  can ;  as  much 
when  walking  in  darkness  as  when  rejoicing  in  the  sunshine. 

**  Nothing  changeth  God*8  affection, 
Abba's  lore  will  bring  us  through." 

We  must  expect  to  be  often  at  our  wit's  end ;  we  must  expect  to  be 
called  to  do  business  in  great  waters,  that  we  may  see  the  wonders 
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of  the  Lord  in  the  deep ;  but  we  cannot  rest  satisfied  with  past 
favours;  we  want  fresh  seals,  freoh  anointings.     **But,"  say  you, 
**  it  is  written  that  we  walk  by  faith  and  not  by  sight*"     True  !  but 
we  cannot  walk  by  faith  unless  the  Lord  first  give  us  faith.    *'  Faith 
is  the  gift  of  God,"  and  no  tnan  is  able  to  keep  alive  his  own  soul. 
**  Faith  Cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  Word  of  God," 
and  His  Word  is  with  power,  and  His  Word  conveys  the  faith  to 
realise  it,    to  believe  it,  to  grasp  it.    We  have  no  faith  at  command, 
and  we  should  be  lost  to  all  intents  and  purposes  did  our  salvation 
depend  upon  our  exercising  this  precious  fruit  of  the  Spirit :  how 
many  stumbling-stones  we  fir)d  in  the  way!  how  many  anxious 
cares!     We  read,   "Have  faith  in  God;"  but  we  feel  ofttimes  as 
though  we  had  no  faith  at  all,  and  I  think  the  disciples  were  almost 
in  despair  when  they  were  alone,  and  the  ship  was  in  the  midst  of 
the  sea,  tossed  with  waves;  but  when  lie  spake  and  said,  ^^  It  is  I, 
be  not  afraid,"  faith  was  communicated  to  them.     The  creature  has 
no  ability  to  exercise  faith  or  to  feel  the  power  of  the   Word. 
**  Power  belongeth  unto  God,"  and  we  are  dependant  upon  our 
glorious  Beloved  for  every  grain  of  faith,  and  every  grain  of  love. 
Child  of  God !  do  not  think  you  can  slip  His  embrace ;   His  arm 
can  never  give  way ;  and  though  heart  and  flesh  fail,  yet  God  is  the 
strength  of  your  heart,  and  your  portion  for  ever :  nothing  can  rob 
you  of  your  portion.,  or  deprive-  you  of  your  inheritance;  and  O ! 
how   precious,    how   blessed,    how    inestimable  is   the    earnest! 
Throughout  an  eternal  day  you  will  never  be  able  to  pnuse  Him 
half  enough  for  His  goodness  towards  you,  and  even  now  some- 
times you  feel  full  of  praise,   and  you  cannot  express  half  the 
blessedness  which  you  enjoy.     How  happy  must  Mary  have  been 
when  sitting  at  the  footstool  of  her  gracious  Lord !     Blessed  posi- 
tion !    Doubtless  her  countenance  beamed  with  glory,  and  her  eyes 
glistened  with  joy;  she  had  been  in  every  phase  of  iniquity;  she 
had  gone  as  far  as  love  and  mercy  would  allow  her ;  but  there  was 
love  in  her  Father's  heart  towards  her,  there  was  blood  to  cleanse 
her ;  there  was  righteousness  to  cover  lier :  her  name  was  enrolled 
in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life  in  eternity,  and  the  set  time  to  favour 
her  had  come.  1  think  her  conversation  would  have  deen  edifying, 
being  seasoned  with  salt,  or  seasoned  with  Christ.     "  Well,"  says 
one,  ^^  the  Lord  has  not  permitted  me  to  go  into  all  these  iniquities 
in  which  she  levelled,  but  I  know  that  I  have  all  the  seeds  of  these 
evils  in  my  heart,  and  I  have  had  restraining  grace  more  fully  mani- 
fested to  me.     I  admire  His  preventing  grace  the  most,  whilst  she 
would  admire  His  pardoning  grace  the  most;  but  He  loves  us 
equally.     I  have  not  passed  through  and  known  the  depths  of 
iniquity  that  many  have ;  but  I  can  sing,  "  Unto  Him  that  loved  us, 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us 
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kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father :  to  Him  be  glory  and 
dominion  for  ever  and  ever."  It  will  be  one  note,  one  song,  and 
when  we  see  Him  face  to  face, 

"  Then  will  we  sing  more  sweet,  more  loud, 
And  Christ  shall  be  our  song/* 

He  has  done  all  things  for  us.  He  has  led  us  by  alright  way  into 
a  city  of  habitation,  and  we  shall  crown  Him  eternally  Lord  of  all. 
Ah !  Mary  will  shine  in  the  eternal  annals,  and,  as  a  sinner  saved 
by  grace,  she  will  sparkle  in  the  crown  of  her  Saviour.  All  the 
children  of  God  were  blessed  with  the  same  blessings  in  Christ, 
and  all  will  sitig  alike  His  matchless  praises ;  but  they  are  not  all  led 
in  the  same  paths.  I  think  the  Lord's  family  do  not  look  sufficiently 
at  God's  preventing  mercy,  though  I  do  not  think  that  those  to 
whom  His  preventing  grace  has  been  more  especially  manifested 
can  exult  in  the  same  way  when  He  pardons  them  as  those  do  who 
have  been  five  hundred  pence  debtors ;  nevertheless,  one  is  as  great 
as  the  other,  for  it  is  by  His  mighty  power  alone  they  have  been 
kept  I  believe  those  who  have  been  from  their  cradle  to  manhood 
strictly  moral,  and  who  have  been  quickened  into  life  and  shown 
by  the  Lord  their  own  abominations  in  union  to  Adam  the  first, 
ofttimes  realise  much  sweetness,  and  enjoy  much  communion  with 
their  Beloved :  but  look  at  another,  who  has  sinned  as  it  were  with 
a  cart  rope,  and  who  has  drunk  iniquity  like  water':  the  Lord  stops 
such  an  one,  and  puts  a  cry  into  his  heart  for  mercy,  and  under 
the  power  of  temptation,  he  thinks  he  has.  gone  beyond  all  hope  of 
salvation,  and  is  ready  to  give  all  up  in  despair,  when,  in  His  own 
blessed  way,*  and  in  His  own  blessed  time,  the  Lord  comes  to 
him  in  majesty  and  in  power,  applies  His  atoning  blood,  and  covers 
him  with  His  spotless  righteousness,  and  says,  in  accents  sweet, 
''  I  have  blotted  out,  as  a  thick  cloud,  thy  transgressions,  and,  as  a 
cloud,  thy  sins,'*  or  whispers,  "  Thy  sins  are  forgiven."  O I  says 
the  enraptured  and  delighted  one,  can  it  be  possible  that  my  sins 
are  put  away  ?  O  Lord,  I  feel  they  caused  Thee  to  be  nailed  to 
the  cross.  What  boundless  love !  What  unparalleled  mercy  I  Can 
it  be  really  true  ?  O  my  glorious  Saviour,  is  this  pardon,  is  this 
peace  for  me  ?  Are  my  sins — past,  present,  and  future — for  ever 
gone  ?  When  the  Lord  reveals  His  love  to  such  an  one,  he  feels 
as  though  he  can  scarcely  remain  on  earth,  as  though  he  must  fly 
home  at  once.  There  may  be  some  here  who  have  not  been 
indulged  thus  as  much  as  others  have,  who  have  not  enjoyed  the 
earnest  as  fully,  or  to  the  same  degree,  or  the  same  measure,  but  if 
you  have  had  one  intimation  of  the  Lord's  love,  if  you  have  once 
heard  His  voice,  and  felt  the  living  power,  you  are  a  real  trophy 
of  His  blood ;  and  you  in  our  presence  who  have  not  been  allowed 
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to  run  into  the  same  lengths  of  sin  as  others  of  the  Lord's  children, 
have  cause  to  bless  His  name  for  His  mercy  manifested  to  you, 
and  if  He  has  given  you  life,  nothing  can  couch  it  Perhaps  you 
have  not  felt  the  power  of  the  Word  to-night,  or  realised  nearness 
of  access  to  your  Kinsman- Redeemer;  but  what  you  have  realised 
in  past  days  is  the  earnest,  the  foretaste,  the  antepast  of  endless 
bliss.  O  r  to  possess  His  precious  seal!  You  may  lose  sight  of  it, 
but  **  the  vision  is  for  an  appointed  time.**  The  Lord  knows  all 
your  affairs,  temporally  and  spiritually,  and  He  will  come  at  the 
right  time  and  lift  upon  you  the  light  of  His  countenance.  O  ! 
may  He  cause  us  to  grow  up  into  ouc  living  Head  in  all  things ; 
may  we  know  more  of  our  glorious  Christ,  and  rejoice  in  Him, 
although  the  fig-tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither  shall  fruit  be  in  the 
vines.  "  Wisdom  hath  builded  her  house,  she  hath  hewn  out  her 
seven  pillars :  she  hath  killed  her  beasts ;  she  hath  mingled  her 
wine ;  she  hath  also  furnished  her  table,"  and  now  she  says, — and 
may  the  Lord  speak  it  to  you  with  power — "  Eat,  O  friends : 
drink,  yea,  drink  abundantlv,  O  beloved  !** 
May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing.     Amen. 


SPIRITUAL    SUPPLICATION. 


Doareft  Jesua,  lead  me  right. 
Guard  me  with  eipecial  care, 

Shield  me  in  the  hottest  fight, 
Always  to  my  help  repair ; 

Then  I^U  piaise  thy  gracious  name, 

Live  in  love's  eternal  flame. 

Predons  SaTionr,  let  me  see, 
In  thy  bleeding  heart  of  loTe, 

Kefuge  for  a  worm  like  me, 
Shelter  for  thy  timid  doye : 

Grant,  0  grant,  this  one  request. 

Sweet  abiding  in  thy  breast. 

What  are  earth's  ten  thousand  charms  1 
What  the  world's  alluring  smile  1 

Let  me  dwell  in  bleeding  arms, 
Then  I'm  sure  they  11  not  beguile : 

When  the  mind  is  wrapt  in  thee, 

Thon  art  all  in  all  to  me.  . 


But  how  nature's  'twining  cares 
Bind  the  heart  to  lesser  things, 

Mingle  with  our  fenrent  prayers. 
Keep  us  from  the  King  of  kings : 

When,  0  when,  will  saints  of  God 

Live  above  this  earthly  clod  ? 

Blow,  dear  Lord,  a  living  breesSy 
Soft  and  warm  as  Summer's  gale. 

Then  111  thaw  instead  offreezet 
Soar  away  beyond  the  vale. 

Live  in  endless,  happy  light. 

Walk  with  Jesus  cloih'd  in  white: 

Sing  His  praise,  for  ever  sing. 
Crown  His  royal  worthy  brow. 

Gaze  for  ever  on  the  King, 
At  the  feet  of  Jesus  bow, 

Swell  the  anthem  of  the  sky. 

Bless  and  praise  the  Lord  JIf  ost  High. 


Bums  the  heart  with  holy  fire, 
Flames  within  the  noble  mind. 

Gleams  of  glory  now  inspire 

Songs  of  praise  to  Him  so  kind — 

Him  wl^o  wash'd  me  in  His  blood. 

Made  me  king  and  priest  to  Gh>d. 


A.  W. 
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Dearly  beloved  in  the  Lokb, — Pardon  me  for  neglecting  writinflc 
to  you  so  long ;  but  you  well  know  that  my  hands  have  been  spe- 
cially full  lately.  It  is  a  mercy  for  you  that  your  life  and  living  do 
not  depend  upon  my  letters ;  for  if  they  did  you  would  soon  starve 
and  die.  Christ  your  Shepherd  has  ever  His  watchful  eye  over  you, 
and  His  encircling  arms  around  you,  and  can  enable  you  to  say, 
amid  time's  fluctuations,  and  life's  vicissitudes,  "  The  Lord  is  my 
Shepherd,  I  shall  not  want."  He  is  your  Shepherd,  whether  you 
believe  it  or  not;  whether  you  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  or  not 
You  shall  not  want  one  thing  which  is  needful  for  you.  Many 
things  you  appear  to  want  which  He  denies,  but  you  live  long 
enough  to  prove  that  you  have  done  exceedingly  well  without 
them.     This  causes  you  to  say  with  the  poet, 

*'  Lead  us.  Lord,  by  thy  right  rules. 
And  instruct  us,  we  are  fools." 

But  our  foolishness  fits  us  for  His  wisdom,  and  does  not  prevent 
Him  from  making  us  wise  in  Hiipself.  Those  who  are  wise  in  their 
own  eyes,  are  ten  th6usand  times  greater  fools  than  those  who  feel 
that  they  have  no  wisdom  at  all.  The  Lord  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  wise  people.  It  is  to  fools  He  speaks ;  for  He  says,  "  Ye 
fools,  be  ye  of  an  understanding  heart :"  and  when  journeying  to 
the  village  with  two  of  His  members,  he  said,  **  O  fools,  and  slow 
of  heart  to  believe."  Also  when  speaking  to  His  Father  and  our 
Father,  His  God  and  our  God,  He  said,  **  I  thank  thee,  O  Father, 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou  hast  hidden  these  things  from 
the  wise  and  prudent,  and  revealed  them  unto  babes."  Surely 
this  is 

'*  Sovereign  grace  o'er  sin  abounding." 

A  little  child  has  not  much  wisdom  of  its  own,  and  is  entirely 
under  the  control  and  management  of  those  who  are  entrusted 
with  its  care ;  and  our  Lord  tells  us  that  we  must  be  as  little 
children*  But  we  too  often  want  to  be  as  formidable  as  Goliath  of 
Gath  and  as  strong  as  Sampson,  but  the  Lord  wisely  weakens  our 
strength  in  the  way,  and  then  says,  "Let  the  weak  say,  1  am 
strong."  This  is  perifecting  His  strength  in  our  weakness,  in  order 
that  we  may  know  that  our  great  strength  lies  in  our  Head.  Here 
the  most  feeble  among  us  is  as  David,  and  David  as  God.  Here  we 
have  strength  equal  to  our  day.  But  we  want  strength  before 
we  need  it.  This  is  our  folly.  Everything  is  beautiful  in  His 
season.      We  must  not  expect  summer  fruit  in  wintry  seasons. 
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sunshine  in  the  middle. of  the  night,  or  showers  without  clouds. 
As  it  is  literally,  so  it  is  spiritually.  There  never  was  a  shower 
without  a  cloud.  We  look  at  the  cloud,  lose  sight  of  the  sun  behind 
it,  and  the  sun  in  it,  and  forget  that  a  blessing  is  to  come  out  of 
it.  The  greatest  blessings  that  we  have  ever  experienced  have 
been  wrapped  in  the  most  dense  clouds ;  but  the  language  of  His 
heart  has  ever  been,  "  Destroy  it  not ;  for  a  blessing  is  in  it"  Yes, 
child  of  God,  a  blessing  is  now  in  it,  and  presently  it  shall  proceed 
from  \U  and  then  you  will  sing, 


it 


Fm  happy,  all  is  well  T 


Do  not  measure  the  ocean  of  His  love  by  the  line  of  His  provi- 
dential dealings,  because  He  says,  **  What  1  do  thou  knowest  not 
now;  but  thou  shalt  know  hereafter."  Do  not  draw  natural 
inferences  from  His  spiritual  dealings,  and  avoid  rashly  concluding 
that  all  is  wrong  because  all  is  roitgh.  You  know  that  Hejhas  pro- 
mised to  "  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  knew  not,  and  lead 
them  in  paths  that  they  have  not  known ;"  so  that 

"  Could  you  see  how  all  was  right. 
Where  were  room  for  credence  ? 
'Tis  hjfatih,  and  not  by  sight, 
Christians  yield  obedience.** 

The  Lord  will  lead  each  of  us  in  the  very  pathway  designed  us 
before  all  worlds,  and  He  will  deal  out  to  us  in  weight  and  measure 
all  our  troubles,  difficulties,  exercises,  and  perplexities;  and  He 
will  bring  us  all  to  see  that  His  ^^  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness, 
and  all  His  paths  are  peace."  This  is  when  His  paths  drop  fatness, 
and  we  live  upon  royal  dainties.  He  has  promised  to  cause  those 
who  love  Him  to  inherit  substance,  but  how  often  are  we  grasping 
after  a  shade.  Christ  Himself  is  our  only  substance,  and  in  pos- 
sessing Him  we  all  possess.  When  we  are  brought  to  truly  love 
Him,  we  are  sure  to  hate  ourselves,  and  loathe  ourselves  in  our 
own  sight.  When  we  are  brought  to  live  and  walk  in  Him  our 
life,  we  can  no  longer  live  and  walk  in  our  dead  and  corrupt  fiesb. 
When  we  are  brought  to  appreciate  our  perfect  righteousness  and 
spotless  purity  in  Him,  we  reckon  that  all  pertaining  to  our  flesh 
is  an  abomination  in  His  sight.  We  then  enter  into  the  sweetness 
of  the  blessedness  of  the  poet's  precious  couplet, 

'*  Clad  in  His  yesture,  God  can  see, 
My  filthy  soul,  no  spot  in  thee." 

*'  Complete  in  Him"  and  *'  Accepted  in  the  Beloved,"  are  our 
Rock  and  Refuge,  our  High  Tower  and  strength.  But  our  flesh 
wants  lo  be  complete  in  its  filthiness,  accepted  in  its  rags.  But  to 
it  the  Lord  says,  "  Friend,  how  camest  thou  in  hither,  not  having 
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on  a  wedding  garment?"  This  interrogation  confounds  it,  so  that 
it  stands  speechless.  The  Lord  will  have  His  people  complete  in 
Himself;  spotless  and  purfe  in  Himself;  holy  and  without  blame 
in  Himself;  lovely  and  comely  in  Himself;  healthy  and  wealthy, 
in  Himself;  but  in  their  flesh  He  will  have  no  dealings  with  them. 
Hence,  under  His  teaching,  we  can  join  in  the  Holy  Ghost's  lan- 
guage to  the  Church,  "  We  are  of  the  circumcision  who  worship 
God  in  the  -Spirit,  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  have  no  confidence 
in  the  flesh.**  Christ  s;iys,  and  He  means  every  word  in  all  its 
latitude,  **  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh ;  and  that  which 
is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  spirit,"  Hence,  "  In  me ;  that  is,  in  my 
flesh,  dwelleth  no  good  thing."  *'  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out 
of  an  unclean  ?  Not  one."  "  Man  in  his  best  estate  is  alt(^ther 
vanity,"  saith  the  Word.     Amen. 

Beloved,  may  the  Lord  grant  you  special  favours  and  special 
blessings  now  that  you  are  shut  out  from  hearing  the  Word.  We 
well  know  that  He  can  make  up  abundiintly  the  loss  of  the  outward 
means ;  and  no  doubt  He  has  hitherto  done  so.  At  the  same  time, 
it  would  cause  you  no  small  joy  of  heart  if  the  Lord  would  be 
pleased  to  restore  the  outward  privilege  to  you.  ^  Will  He  do  so  ? 
We  dare  not  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  He  can  send  you  a 
man,  or  raise  one  up  among  you,  with  even  a  double  portion  of  His 
Spirit.  It  seems  very  wonderful  that  so  large  a  town  should  not 
have  the  truth,  and  yet  we  know  that  there  are  other  places  equally 
large  and  even  much  larger  which  are  not  favoured  with  it. 
Well,  "Shall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  that  which  is 
rigiit  ?"  We  know  that  He  cannot  err.  We  are  well  assured  that 
His  righteous  dispensations  are  based  upon  the  love  of  His  heart. 
Sense  and  reason  do  not  understand  the  way  of  the  Lord ;  and 

**  Blind  unbelief  is  sure  to  err, 
And  scan  His  work  in  vain, 
God  is  His  own  interpreter, 
And  He  will  make  it  plain.*' 

We  hope  that  now  we  are  a  little  more  settled  to  be  able  to 
write  you  more  frequently,  and  may  the  Lord  grant  that  our  com- 
munications from  time  to  time  may  be  sweet,  that  Christ  may  be 
the  sum  and  substance  of  each,  and  that  His  beloved  children  at 
Hull,  Skidby,  and  Riston,  may  be  abundantly  blessed.  This  is 
our  heart's  desire  and  prayer.  The  Lord  grant  it  for  His 
name  sake. 

At  all  times  we  shall  be  very  pleased  to  receive  a  line  from  any 
of  our  brethren  in  the  North ;  for  they  are  near  and  dear  to  us  in 
the  indissoluble  bonds  of  love,  blood,  and  salvation.  Not  more 
was  Jonathan's  soul  knit  to  David  than  is  mine  to  the  few  sheep 
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which  I  haye  left  in  the  wilderness  at  HnlL  The  bond  of  love  is  a 
soft  cord.  The  tie  of  blood  is  a  dose  tie.  Thoi]^h  absent  in 
body  we  are  often  present  in  spirit,  and  often  wish  that  the  distance 
was  but  a  few  miles,  that  we  might  run  over  and  see  our  dear 
brethren  in  the  Lord.  However,  the  Lord  knows  the  mind  and 
heart,  and  however  tenderly  our  heart  may  be  affected  toward  you, 
yon  are  well  aware  that  there  cannot  be  a  millionth  part  of  the 
tenderness  manifested  by  us  as  is  at  all  times  developed  by  our 
precious  Lord.  He  has  you  as  close  to  His  heart  as  flesh  and  bone 
can  be  united.  You  may  often  lose  sight  of  the  glorious  &ct, 
forget  the  precious  reality,  but  this  interferes  not  with  the  love  of 
His  heart 

"  The  cau4e  of  loye  was  in  Himself^ 
And  in  Him  well  rejoice.** 


E 


May  the  Lord  keep  each  of  you  from  having  your  minds  diverted 
from  the  simplicity  which  is  in  Christ  by  listening  to  those  who 
rophesy  visions  out  of  their  own  heart.  Hear  them  not ;  for  God 
as  not  sent  them.  Why  not  meet  together  for  reading,  singing, 
and  prayer  ?  The  Lord  can  meet  with  you,  and  then  you  know 
that  you  will  at  once  have  Shepherd,  Bishop,  Prophet,  Priest,  and 
King,  in  your  midst ;  and  this  will  be  more  than  all  the  parsons 
put  together.  When  the  Lord  appeared  in  the  cloud  of  glory  in 
Solomon's  temple  there  was  no  room  for  the  priests  to  minister, 
and  yet  I  believe  that  they  were  never  ministered  unto  better. 
There  is  no  lack  where  His  blessed  Majesty  is  pleased  to  vouchsafe 
His  sacred  presence. 

*'  Tis  heaven  to  dwell  in  His  embrace. 
And  no  where  else  bat  there." 

We  have  had  some  blessed  times  and  seasons  at  "  Bethesda," 
but  what  is  it  devoted  to  now  ?  Antichrist.  .  How  is  that  ?  The 
Lord  has  done  with  it ;  at  least,  for  the  time  being.  How  mys- 
teriously He  works  I  **  None  can  stay  His  hand,  or  say.  What 
doest  thou  ?"  Indeed  heaven  has  often  been  let  down  into  our 
soul  while  preaching  Jesus  and  the  resurrection  in  that  ever-to-be- 
remembered  place.  It  has  been  none  other  than  the  house  of 
God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven.  We  should  not  be  wrong  if  we 
called  it  **  Bethel ;"  for  it  has  really  been  the  house  of  Ood.  It  has 
been  no  less  "  Bethesda;"  for  how  frequently  have  we  proved  it 
"  the  house  of  eflusion,  or  the  house  of  mercy."  Yes,  it  has  been 
the  house  of  effusion  and  mercy ;  for  there  the  Lord  has  been  in 
the  power  of  His  Spirit,  enabling  us  to  sing, 

"  Who  is  a  pardoning  God  like  thee  ? 
Or  who  has  blood  so  rich  and  free  ?" 
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And  now,  brethren  beloved,  I  must  say  fare-thee-welL  My 
wife  joins  me  in  best  love  to  each  and  to  all,  wishing,  with  me,  to 
often  bear  of  and  from  our  real  friends  in  the  Lord,  dwelling  in 
the  North  country. 

Very  affectionately  and  most  heartily  yours, 

A.   mLGOCKSON. 

10,  Kirkby  Place,  Plymouth,  Devon. 
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The  Nineteenth* 

Preached  bt  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Trigqs. 

Sweet  song !  What  a  dear  expression,  and  what  an  unalterable 
one  it  is — always  the  same  to  God's  children — "  God  did  love  us 
in  His  Son,"  And  yet  His  children  are  fretting  within  them- 
selves, because  they  have  not  the  full  expression  of  it  in  themselves. 
AH  God's  love  to  us  is  in  Christ,  and  all  our  standing  blessedness 
in  that  love  is  in  Christ.  Dp  you  not  see  that  it  is  an  unspeakable 
mercy  to  know  the  variety  of  changes  and  changeableness  in  our- 
selves? Why?  Lest  we  should  boast  in  ourselves,  lest  we  should 
be  attempting  to  rest  upon  something  for  a  foundation  which  will 
be  sure  tp  give  way.  But  then  think  of  the  blessedness  of  being 
loved  of  God.  Where  is  it  ?  Why,  in  Christ.  The  apostle  speaks 
of  it  sweetly  in  the  8th  chapter  of  Romans,  where  in  summing 
up  the  matter,  he  says — ana  you  cannot  get  higher — "Nothing 
can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord."  Wherefore  I  would  add  another  remark  here.  You  have 
been  singing — and  many  times  we  may  get  a  little  sweet  from  the 
song — that  blessed  are  the  sons  of  God.  Why,  the  truth  is,  that, 
whether  we  believe  it  or  not,  we  shall  be  no  more  blessed  of  God 
than  we  are  already.  God  blessed  the  soul  at  once,  and  He  will 
never  make  any  additions.  II  the  Lord  were  to  be  for  ever  making 
additions,  you  might  very  justly  doubt  whether  He  would  not  also 
make  diminutions ;  but  when  we  see  He  hath  chosen  us,  that  He 
hath  blessed  us,  and  given  us  all  things  pertaining  to  life  and 
godliness,  and  Himself  as  our  God  in  Christ — as  our  all — why,  what 
can  we  have  more  ?  Blessed  be  God,  then,  for  the  full  earnest  of 
it  in  our  hearts.  What  is  the  reason  that  we  are  here  to-night  ? 
Not  for  our  own  believing,  not  for  our  own  enjoyments,  not  for  our 
enlargements,  nor  for  our  contractions.  What  is  it  ?  Why,  upon 
the  ground  of  our  union  with  Jesus  Christ,  being  members  of  His 
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body,  His  flesh,  and  His  bones«  Can  a  child  of  God  entertain  a 
doubt  then,  for  a  single  moment?  Nay,  nay.  Why  not?  Because 
he  is  one  with  his  glorious  Christ :  ^^  because  He  liyes,  you  shall 
live  also."  Now  do  you  and- 1  live  in  the  blessedness  of  this  truth  ? 
Why,  says  one,  I  have  got  my  temptations.  So  have  L  There 
are  none  bat  God's  people  who  feel  their  temptations.  Many  of 
God's  people  think  themselves  very  singular  indeed  because  mey 
have  such  temptations.  My  belief  is,  beloved,  that  none  but  God's 
people  feel  temptations,  or  know  what  it  is  to  suffer  under  their 
violence.  And  wliy  do  they  feel  them  ?  Is  it  meant  as  a  punish- 
ment to  them  ?  No ;  it  is  that  God  the  Holy  Ghost  may  open  to 
you  and  I  what  is  most  precious,  and  that  is,  that  Jesus  Christ  was 
tempted  in  all  points  like  His  brethren.  But  is  this  all?  No, 
blessed  be  God.  What  more?  ^^Tbat  He  might  succour  them 
that  are  tempted."  But  is  this  all  ?  **  He  knoweth  how  to  deliver 
the  godly  out  of  temptation."  Now  all  these  things  you  and  I  are 
brought  into  the  experience  of.  Why  ?  That  the  Lord  Jesus  may 
be  very  dear  and  precious  unto  us. 

But  we  proceed  to  repeat  the  text :  "  All  are  yours."  We  shall 
never  be  able  to  calculate  the  depth  and  blessedness  of  the  glorious 
mercies  contained  in  this  expression. 

We  stopped  on  Sabbath  evening  with  talking  about  the  blessed- 
ness of  the  world  being  ours.  What,  say  you,  the  world  ours? 
Yes.  The  world  is  not  our  inheritance,  not  our  portion,  and  yet 
it  is  ours.  You  and  I  have  many  things  in  our  portion  which  we 
do  not  inherit ;  but  they  are  ours,  and  so  is  the  world.  The  world 
is  ours  upon  the  ground  of  Christ's  relation  to  us,  and  we  possess 
it  in  time  as  **  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Christ"  What 
a  blessed  thing  it  is  to  think  that  the  world  is  subservient  to  the 
grand  purpose  of  the  eternal  God,  to  the  accomplishment  of  that 
purpose,  and  the  carrying  it  out  for  His  own  glory  and  the  good 
of  His  Church.  How  blessed  is  it,  as  we  observed  on  Sabbath 
evening,  to  be  a  living  witness  that  the  world  is  ours.  The  time, 
place,  and  manner  in  which  I  should  be  brought  forth;  and  the  very 
mud-wall  cottage  in  which  my  mother  brought  me  forth,  born  in  sin, 
an  enemy  to  God  were  fixed.  I  bless  Him  for  it  now.  Why,  there 
began  the  opening,  though  I  knew  it  not ;  the  world  was  mine. 
Then  take,  as  the  subject  of  contemplation,  the  time  when  God 
quickened  thy  soul  and  mine,  and  see  the  blessedness  of  it.  How 
many  dangers,  how  many  hair-breadth  escapes  were  there  1  What 
a  variety  of  circumstances,  you  and  I  as  sinners  striving  as  hard  as 
sinners  could  strive :  yet  we  were  preserved,  kept,  watched  over, 
as  the  poet  saith, 

**  When,  Satan's  "blind  slaves,  w«  sported  with  death." 
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The  world  is  yours.  I  believe,  acording  to  God's  revelation,  that 
every  step  in  my  unre^^enerate  state  was  settled  for  me ;  how  far 

I  should  go,  and  how  Icmg  I  should  lie  dead;  and  then  God  called 
mc  into  life.  Now,  beloved,  when  the  Lord  leads  our  minds  into 
the  contemplation  of  these  things,  how  are  we  set  above  all  perad- 
ventures,   all  luck,  chance,   fortune,   and  God  bringsv  us  to   the 

I I  th  verse  of  the  Srd  of  Epbesians,  *^  According  to  His  eternal 
purpose  which  He  purposed  in  Christ  Jesus." 

!Now,  beloved,  marlc  another  mercy.  In  the  Srd  chapter  of 
Ecclesiastes  we'  read  that  there  is  '*  a  time  to  be  bom  and  a  time  to 
die.''  God  for  wise  purposes  has  never  said  that  there  is  a  time 
to  live ;  which  shows  you  and  I,  beloved,  vthat  real  life  doth  not 
exist  in  the  world,  in  the  abstract,  or  apart  from  the  person  of  our 
most  glorious  Christ.  Did  you  ever  talie  notice  of  these  glorious 
things  ?  **  A  time  to  be  born."  Yes,  and  nothinff  can  prevent 
the  time.  There  is  ^^  a  time  to  die."  Nothing  can  alter  that  time ; 
and  you  and  I  shall  die  naturally  when  the  time  comes  as  sure  as 
God  hath  said  it.  How  blessed  is  it  to  live  on  from  day  to  day 
in  the  belief  of  these  eternal  realities.  The  child  of  God  can 
never  be  taken  by  surprise  in  an  unguarded  moment.  Why? 
Because  he  has  no  unguarded  moments.  No  one  can  prove  such 
a  thing  from  the  Bible.  If  you  would  learn  that  the  child  of  God 
has  no  unguarded  moments,  read  Isa.  xxii.  2,  3,  '*  In  that  day  sing 
ye  unto  her,  A  vineyard  of  red  wine.  I  the  Lord  do  keep  it,  I 
will  water  it  every  moment ;  lest  any  hurt  it,  1  will  keep  it  night 
and  day."  I  very  much  dislike  the  pulpit  phrases  on  this  subject. 
People  often  have  notions  conveyed  to  tnem  in  pulpit  phrases 
which  are  contrary  to  God's  testimony.  His  eyes  are  upon  the 
righteous  in  the  land ;  and,  bless  His  dear  name.  He  tells  us  in  the 
24th  chapter  of  Jeremiah,  *^  I  will  set  mine  eyes  upon  theni  for 
good."  <^If  I  take\the  wings  of  the  morning,"  says  David,  ^*add 
dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts  ot  the  sea :  even  there  shall  thy  hand 
lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me."  O,  beloved,  what  a 
precious  Lord  ours  is,  and  we  are  never  out  of  His  sight,  never' 
out  of  His  hand  I  How  blessed  is  it  to  have  these  eternal  realities 
realised  in  our  heart  by  God  the  Spirit. 

We  will  now  enter  as"  the  Lord  shall  enable  us  upon  the  next 
word,  '*  All  are  your's:"  not  onlv  Paul  and  Apollos  and  the  world, 
but  "life."  Life  is  yours,  ancl  you  cannot  destroy  it.  I  know 
this  is  speaking  freely,  and  some  people  do  not  like  it.  You  cannot 
destroy  it.  Why  ?  Because  it  is  hid  with  L  hrist  in  God,  and  you 
cannot  get  at  it.  Satan  could  not  touch  Job's  life ;  he  touehed  his 
body,  but  that  was  all  that  he  could  do.  If  the  Lord  pleased, 
Satan  might  touch  us  as  he  did  Job,  and  cover  us  with  sores,  but 
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he  cannot  get  at  the  union  which  subsists  between  Jesus  Christ 
and  His  Churchy  the  blessedness  of  oneness  with  Jesus  Christ. 
Now  is  it  not  a  mercy  to  thee,  beloved  in  the  Lord,  that  amidst  all 
thy  dying  circumstances  within  and  without^  thou  hast  life  in 
Christ,  life  eternal  and  freedom  firom  death  with  all  its  conse- 
quences ill  Him. 

Now  we  mnst  talk  a  little  about  this  life.  The  Lord  gave  us 
life  in  Adam,  but  I  cannot  think  that  it  was  altogether  beside  God's 
purpose  that  a  death-blow  was  stnick  to  that  life :  1  think  there  is 
something  blessed  for  God's  children  who  can  enter  into  this. 
Now  we  will  just  make  a  supposition,  though  I  do  not  like  suppo- 
sitions. Suppose  you  and  I  had  lived  in  that  life  which  God  gave 
us  in  Adam,  when  He  created  him  a  perfect  creature ;  and  suppose 
that  Adam  and  all  his  posterity  had  continued  in  that  life  up  to 
the  present  moment;  can  there  be  a  possibility  gathered  from  God's 
Word  that  spiritual  life  would  ever  have  been  communicated  to 
us  in  this  state.  I  only  just  throw  out  the  hint,  leaving  it  for  God's 
children  to  ponder  it  over.  Well  then,  beloved,  as  I  believe  there 
was  no  way  of  communicating  spiritual  life  whilst  the  natural  life 
of  Adam  continued,  death  must  come  in  that  God  might  be 
enabled  to  communicate  life. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  life  of  God's  children  which  we  call 
natural  life,  and  yet  it  ib  all  stamped  with  death.  Every  grain  of 
natural  life  is  marked  with  death,  and  if  I  may  be  allowea  to  call  it 
life,  it  is  one  in  which  we  die  daily.  Therefore  it  is  a  dying  life, 
and  we  bless  God  that  it  is  so.  when  God  just  puts  in  this  sen- 
tence of  death — ^He  never  executes  it,  beloved,  upon  the  Church — 
but  when  He  puts  in  the  sentence,  it  is  that  you  and  I  should  not 
trust  in  ourselves^  finding  nothing  but  death.  Look  at  what  you 
will  you  can  read  death  upon  every  creature.  Well  theuj  now 
blessed  that  having  received  the  sentence  of  death,  we  should  not 
trust  in  ourselves,  but  in  Him  that  raised  up  Jesus  Christ  from 
the  dead. 

Let  us  now  go  on  to  speak  of  the  glorious  mercy  of  life  eternal. 
Now  there  is  not  a  child  of  God  here,  no  matter  what  his  circum- 
stances, but  he  hath  life.  Life  is  yours.  You  and  I  had  no  hand 
in  communicating  life  to  ourselves  as  creatures,  it  was  done  by 
another.  Well  now  contemplate  eternal  life ;  look  at  it  in  its  own 
origin,  its  eternal  and  unalterable  nature.  "  This  is  the  record, 
that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  His  Son." 
What  can  be  mpre  blessed  to  the  child  of  God  ?  His  life  is  "  in 
His  Son."  Well,  then,  mark  down  this  glorious  mercy,  and  take 
another.  •'  He  that  hath  the  Son,**  There  is  something  inexpres- 
sibly sweet  and  precious  in  this ;  ''He  that  hath  the  Son,"     Now 
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perhaps  some  poor  child  of  God  is  ready  to  say^  I  do  not  know 

whether  I  have  the  Son  or  not?     Why?    I  do  not  enjoy  Him,  I 

fear  I  do  not  know  bim  I     Better  to  fear  about  it  than  be  presump^ 

tuous  about  it.     But  how  shall  a  child  of  God  be  satisfied  that  he 

hath  life,  and  that  he  hath  the  Son?     By  feeling  continual  desires 

after  Him ;  by  feeling  that  nothing  short  of  that  eternal  life  which 

he  hath  in  desire  will  satisfy  him  m  time  and  to  all  eternity*     He 

may.  try  schemes  and  plans  and  stratagems ;  but  the  demonstration 

is  continually  made  that  life  is  in  him,  and  that  it  is  springing  up 

into  everlastmg  life.     It  is  in  this  way  that  eternal  hfe  is  mam** 

fested.     Well  but  (say  some)  do  not  you  think  a  poor  sinner  might 

haye  life,  and  not  naye  the  Son  ?     Nob     Why  ?     Because  there  is 

no  life  eternal  in  the  abstract,  there  is  no  life  eternal  abstractedly 

from  Jesus  Christ,   nor  is  there  any  life  spiritual  communicated 

to  the  child  of  God  but  by  Jesus  Christ,     When  you  feel  longing 

desires  andpantidgs  after  Jesus  Christ  and  His  great  salvation,  it  is 

then  that  you  know  you  have  the  Son,  and  that  you  have  eternal 

life.     I  do  feel  it  to  be  a  blessed  thing  that  God  never  permitted 

me  to  set  up  my  experience  as  a  standard  for  God's  children.    Oh  I 

we  must  come  down  to  the  babes,  as  well  as  talk  to  young  men 

and  fathers.     None  but  those  who  have  the  Son,  and  who  have 

eternal  life,  could  ever  send  up  from  their  heart  the  prayer  of  the 

publican,  ^^  God,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner."     Then,  beloved,  all 

thy  sighings  and  all  thy  cryings,  and  all  thy  bemoanings  of  thyself, 

and  all  thy  sorrowfulness  of  heart  concermng  thy  sins,  these  show 

that  thou  hast  life  in  Jesus  Christ.     This  is  coming  down  too  low 

I  know  for  some  professors;  this  is  not  doctrinal  enough;  but  this 

is  just  the  position  of  many  a  child  of  God. 

Well,  then,  he  hath  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  His  v  Son. 
Life,  in  the  first  instance,  exercises  the  minds  of  God's  children, 
as  St  Paul  said,  '^  When  I  was  a  child  I  spake  as  a  child."  They 
are  always  fearing,  always  catching  the  movements  of  their  minds ; 
and  because  they  are  not  so  comfortable  as  they  wish,  they  some- 
times think  that  they  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  matter.  I 
think  this  is  a  blessed  conclusion.  Why  ?  That  God  may  open  to 
them  the  riches  of  His  grace,  and  instead  of  looking  to  themselves 
and  feeling  that  there  is  blessedness  there,  may  make  them  feel 
that  they  have  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus. 

{To  be  concluded  in  our  next) 


"  Weak  in  herself,  she  fears 
The  batt!b*8  horrid  din, 
Tet  more  than  conqueror  she  appears 
O'er  Sataui  hell*  and  sin. 


O'er  Jordan's  icy  flood. 

When  calt*d  by  death  to  go. 
She,  leaning  on  h^r  cot'nant  God, 

Shall  pass  triumphant  through." 
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MY  HOPES  AND  MY  fEARS. 

Whbn  I  was  abQut  twenty  yeais  of  age  I  b^giwi  to  reform  my 
moral  conduct,  and  left  off  drinking,  not  with  any  intention  of 
becoming  religious,  but  because  I  did^n<>t  like  k^  .  t  had  to  leave 
the  place  befere  I  could  break  off  the  habit  aod'  fiQt  work  at 
anther*  Not  long  after  this,  I  began  to  think  seriously  about  my 
SQul.  I  felt  that  J  was  a  sinner  in  the  sight.ofGodj  therefore  I 
set  i^out  a  reformation,  attended  the  means  of  grace,  read  the 
scriptures,  as  I  had  done  many  times  before ;  for  my  conscience 
would  not  let  me  alone  long  together,  though  I  often  stifled  it,  and 
went  on  in  sin  more  greedily  than  before. 

(^ne  Sunday,  while  going  to  chapel,  I  was  walking  along  on 
a  hill  when  I  could  see  the  place  where  1  used  to  live,  and  w^as 
thinking  about  my  past  wicked  life,  and  wondering  what  would 
become  of  me,  when  these  words  came  sounding  into  my  ears— rfor 
it  appeared  to  me  as  though  some  one  had  whispered  luudly  into 
my  ear — "  Is  it  not  of  the  Lord's  mercy  that  you  are  not  c<mi- 
sumed  ?"  I  was  compelled  to  confess  that  it  was.  This  gave  me 
fresh  matter  to  think  {^bout  1  thought.  Well,  the  Lord  has  been 
merciful  to  me  in  sparing  me.  I  hope  He  will  have  mercy  on  me 
and  save  me ;  but  as  He  spares  all  smners  till  they  have  filled  up 
their  measure  of  iniquity)  I  feared  it  would  be  so  with  me,  then 
shall  I  be  consumed.  Thus  was  I  tossed  about  between  hope  and 
fear  for  some  months.  I  never  got  pardon  at  that  time,  but  my 
hopes  ran  very  high  sometimes. 
.    After  a  while  I  began  to  grow  cold  and  careless,  and  the  world 

fot  more  hold  of  my  heart,  till  I  gave  it  all  [my  religion]  up. 
should  not  like  to  write  the  manner  and  cause  of  my  givii^  it  all 
up,  it  is  too  bad.  If  repentance  consists  of  being  sorry  for  anything, 
I  shall  never  cease  to  repent  of  that  act  more  than  any  other  that 
ever  I  did.  I  went  on  in  sin  again  for.  about  eight  or  nine  years. 
Now  comes  what  I  think  is  the  difficulty.  1  cannot  tell  what  was 
the  cause  of  my  returning  to  the  Lord ;  but  I  think  it  was  through 
reading  the  life  of  a  good,  woman,  hoping  that  1  should  soon  be 
as  happy  as  she  was;, but  I  found  my  mistake  out;  for  I  got  more 
unhappy.  I  could  not  get  nearness  to  a  throne  of  grace  as  I  used 
to'  do,  but  was  shut  up  in  Egyptian  darkness  and  almost  in  despair, 
sometimes  without  a  gleam  of  hope.  I  thought  if  I  were  to  die 
in  that  state,  I  should  eternally  perish.  That  word  perish  often 
wrung  ray  soul.  Thus  I  went  on  for  from  two  to  four  .months.  My 
mind  seemed  to  be  in  great  darkness  all  the  time.  At  last  the 
Lord  broke  into  my  soul,  and  dispelled  the  darkness,  and  poured 
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in  the  oil  of  joy  and  gladness,  a'nd  I  was  all  light  and  peace  in 
believing.  Thus  I  went  on  for  about  two  years,  but  not  without 
some  doubts ;  for  in  all  this  blessed  feeling  theiie  was  not  a  word 
spoken;  so  that  I  sometimes  doubted  whether  it  were  not  all  a 
delusion;  but  there  were  times  when  I  could  not  doubt  if  I 
tried. 

Soon  after  this  time  I  was  walkiz^  in  the  field  one  morning, 
when  I  had  just  the  glimpse  of  a  vision  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ* 
It  was  but  a  glimpse ;  for  1  could  not  bear  the  sight,  and  I  besought 
the  Lord  to  take  it  away ;  for  I  could  not  look  on  it  and  live. 
I  saw  that  I  was  not  worth  so  much ;  therefore  I  said  (like  Peter) 
**  Depart  from  me ;  for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  O  Lord."  I  really 
felt  that  I  would  sooner  suffer  all  that  my  sins  deserved  than  to  see 
my  Saviour  suffer  so  much.  I  did  abhor  myself  and  hated  myself, 
because  I  saw  what  sin  was,  and  what  it  had  done,  beciause  that 
Holy  Being  could  not  redeem  His  people  without  suffering  so 
much. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  sometime  before  I  saw  the  vision,  I  was 
hearing  a  minister  preach.  I  do  not  know  what  he  said,  but  he 
said  something  that  led  me  to  believe  that  he  belonged  to  Ohrist. 
I  felt  a  love  to  the  man  on  that  account,  and  these  words  flowed . 
into  my  mind,  **  We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life, 
because  we  love  the  brethren."  This  gave  me  some  comfort  for 
a  time. 

About  four  years  ago  I  got  into  temporal  difficulties,  and  could 
not  see  any  possible  way  out  One  night,  while  attempting  to  pray, 
I  felt  satisfied  that  I  should  be  delivered  out  of  the  difficulty.  I 
felt  assured  of  it,  impossible  as  it  appeared.  I  could  not  be  in  any 
trouble  about  it  for  three  or  four  days,  so  long  as  that  faith  lasted ; 
fer  1  did  not  encourage  it ;  for  it  seemed  impossible ;  but  it  did 
Come  to  pass.  irJpw  I  wished  that  I  could  see  my  interest  in  Christ 
as  clear  as  I  saw  that  I  should  be  delivered  from  that  difficulty ; 
and  so  1  did  something  more  than  twelvd  months  ago  while  Mr. 
Wyard  was  preaching  one  of  our  anniversary  sermons.  It  was  not 
any  one  sentence  that  he  said,  but  it  seemed,  to  me  that  I  felt  fiiith 
springing  up  in  my  soul,  till  it  amounted  to  the  full  assurance  of 
faith.  1  thought  then  I  should  never  doubt  any  more ;  but  I  have, 
especially  of  late  since  1  have  had  this  rebuff.*  I  think  1  have 
told  you  all  now ;  at  least,  all  that  I  can  think  of  as  well  as  I  am 
able.     I  doubt  whether  you  will  make  anything  of  it. 

Yours  truly, 

k  E. 

*  After  being  examined  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Church,  they  refused  him  baptism. 
We  suppose  they  doubted  the  reality  of  the  work.  Perhaps  be  did  not  come  up  to  their 
Miandard,    For  our  part,  we  see  no  reason  to  question  the  genuinenesa  of  the  work. — £]>• 
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COMELY  IN  HIS  BEAUTY. 

BsLOVKD  m  jB8Ud,****It  is  in  tnj  heart  to  write  to  you  and  m, 

'*  O  come  and  ma^ify  the  Lord  ?rith  me,  and  let  iis  exalt  His 

name  together/'      His  own  right  hand  and  His  holy  arm  hath 

gotten  Uim  the  victory,  and  He  makes  us-  more  than  conqaerors 

through  Him  that  loveth  us.     Oh  I  that  precious  union  wtiich  was 

from  eternity  and  is  for  ever  I    Thou  hast  been  our  dwelling-place 

in  ail  generations ;  yea,  from  everlasting  to  everlasting  we  are  one 

with  Thee,  and  neither  men  nor  devils  can  dissever  what  God  h&th 

joined  together--  Christ  and  the  Church ;  but  truly  I  am  a  very 

feeble  member,  and  an  uncomely  one  too,  yet  the  Lord  hath  need 

of  hen    The  more  feeble  members  are  necessieury,  and  the  predous 

Head  cannot  say  to  the  poor  foot ''  1  have  no  need  of  thee/'    Oh ! 

the  wonder  to  such  an  unworthy  creature.     What  need  can  He 

have  of  ipi«^     Surely  to  bestow  His  fulness  upon,   to  meet  my 

^npdness,  and  then  the  love  in  His  dear  heart  desires  His  chosen 

object.     Uncomely  as  she  may  be  in  her  own  eyes  and  in  the  eyes 

of  others.  He  sees  her  ixi  His  awn  beauty,  and  says,  ^  Tliou  art 

all  fair,  my  love;  there  is  no  spot  in  thee."    Surely  <'I  am  my 

Beloved's,  and  His  desire  is  towards  me."    And  thea  He  has  so 

constituted  this  union,  that  He  is  not  only  my  perfection,  but  He 

would  not  be  perfect  witliout  me«    It  seems  marvellous,  but  how  it 

was  shadowed  forth    under  the  Levitical  law,  where  the  Priest 

must  not  have  one  member  either  lacking  or  superfluous.     I  feel 

the  union,  but  cannot  explain  the  mystery.    Oh  I  the  dear  sympathy 

of  our  precious  Head  and  Husband,  how  tenderly  does  He  nourish 

and  cherish  His  own  flesh  I     Why  should  I  care  for  myself  with 

all  this  care,  when  wilderness  matters  are  perplexing,  seeing  He 

careth  for  me,  and  1  am  more  His  than  piy  own  ?    Ah  I  there  are 

times  when  He  kisses  all  care  away,  and  I  would  not  alter  the 

most  tiying  things  if  I  could,  desiring  only  glory  to  Him  and  not 

gain  to  me  or  my  fleshly  ease ;  but  there  are  other  times  when  I 

am  cnmbered  about  many  things,  but  the  knots  and  tangles  only 

St  faiter  by  all  my  carii^  and  doing.  Gertainl]^  my  place  is  mm. 
ary,  at  His  dear  feet,  leaving  Him  to  see  to  it  how  thin^  go, 
then  ali  goes  well,  the  Bridegroom  is  honoured^  and  the  Bnde  is 
at  rest,  for  she  finds  rest  in  the  house  and  the  heart  of  her  Hus- 
band, and  nowhere  else :  and  in  love  He  has  plainly  told  me  not  to 
keep  separate  accounts,  but  do  all  in  His  name.  Thus  He  is  the 
responsible  party,  and  I  am^  His  sheltered  and  hidden  one.  But  it 
is  not  always  so  experimentally.  At  some  seasons  I  get  judging 
by  Fense,  and  looking  at  the  things  which  are  seen  and  temporal ; 
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then  I  am  a  burdened  pilgrim ;  and  it  is  heavy  travelling.  I  think 
the  good  man  is  not  at  nome,  and  has  taken  the  bag  of  money  with 
Him ;  so  that  I  am  shut  in  by  mountains  of  difficulty.  But  Oh  I 
His  ineffable  grace  and  love!  He  shews  Himself  agaiiiy  and  the 
mountains  flow  down  at  His  presence.  Outward  things  may  remain 
just  the  same^  but  Fiis  dear  company  makes  the  rough  places  plain 
in  a  moment:  in  His  light  we  see  lights  but  by  camai  reason  we 
see  nothing  but  darkness.  Well,  I  mnst  say  of  myself,  so  foolish 
am  I  and  ignorant,  I  am  as  a  beast  before  Thee.  But  my  dear 
Lord  I  must  ever  praise,  for  His  long  suffering  and  tender  forbear* 
ance,  and  restoring  love ;  for  '^  He  restoretb  my  soul.  He  leadeth 
me  in  the  paths  ofrighteousness,  for  His  name  sake." 

The  past  winter  has  been  one  of  trial  in  many  ways;  but  we 
know  that  it  is  through  much  tribulation  we  must  enter  the 
kingdom.  Have  been  very  weak  and  suffer!]^  in  body,  but  better 
the  last  few  days  than  for  a  long  time.  In  all  states  Jehovah 
Rophi  is  the  health  of  my  countenance  and  my  God.  Thanks  be 
unto  God  who  always  causeth  us  to  triumph  in  Christ  I  long  to 
know  more  of  the  dear  person  of  Christ,  and  erieve  to  hear  so 
little  thereof  in  the  family.  His  leadings  and  dealing  are  precious, 
but  Himself  crowns  the  whole.  May  He  please  to  reveal  Himself 
more  to  my  soul  in  the  eternity  of  His  |)erson,  and  the  glories 
thereof,  after  which  I  thirst  Have  been  walking  with  you  a  little 
in  your  written  memorial  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  you,  and  found 
sweetness  therein ;  and  seem  taken  back  in  mind  to  the  time  I  first 
saw  and  heard  you  when  you  preached  such  dear  long  sermons, 
and  looked  so  primitive  with  your  hair  long  behind.  I  had  just 
had  the  revelation  of  Christ  in  me,  and  wanted  to  hear  of  nothing 
but  Him.  Had  no  mind  to  hear  you  preach,  because  I  heard  you 
had  written  your  life,  and  so  conclude  you  would  be  full  of  selC 
But  how  was  I  astonished  to  hear  my  own  dear  secrets  of  love 
diyine,  drop  like  precious  pearls  from  your  lips.  I  was  then  longing 
to  depart  to  see  my  Beloved  face  to  face,  but  here  I  am  yet, 

Eroying  that  His  thoughts  are  not  my  thoughts.  However,  His  love 
as  not  cooled  one  wit  by  the  many  waters  of  my  treacherous 
dealing  and  wanderings.  Praise  Him.  O  our  souls!  He  is  <<  Jesus 
Christ  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever."  The  Lord  ever 
bless  and  reward  you  for  all  the  dear  communications  I  have  had 
by  your  lips  and  your  pen. 

The  other  day  I  had  a  visit  from  the  writer  of  ^^  Wayside  Notes" 
in  the  Gospel  Magazine ;  he  came  to  preach  at  Wilford.  I  never 
knew  him  before*  He  spoke  to  me  about  not  writing  for  the 
Magazine,  and  said  my  poor  letters  had  been  blessed  to  many, 
and  he  thought  I  ought  to  do  it  It  was  singular,  the  thing  had 
been  in  my  mind  for  some  weeks ;  but  could  not  come  forth ;  but 
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now  1  hare  ventured  again.  May  «the  dear  Lord  be  magnified 
by  all  that  befiills  me.  The  old  friends  you  know  here  still 
remain,  but  are  getting  among  the  ancients.  The  Lord  seems 
working  by  His  Spirit  in  young  hearts,  so  instead  of  the  Others 
shall  be  the  children.  What  changes  you  have  seen  in  the  attend- 
ants on  your  ministry,  and  yet  live  in  and  on  unchangeables  and 
preach  the  same.  The  eternal  God  is  thy  Refiige,  and  underneath 
are  the  everlasting  arms.  There  is  none  like  the  God  of  Jeshuran. 
He  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever,  and  will  be  our  guide  even  unto 
death,  and  through  it  the  strength  of  our  heart  and  our  portion 
for  ever.  Blessea  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  from  everlasting  to 
everlasting.  Amen  and  Amen.  He  blesses  us,  and  we  must  bless 
Him.  Hope  you  are  well  as  usual.  Thanks  for  your  letter.  With 
love  to  you  both. 

Your  affectionate  Ruth. 
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THE  PATHWAY  OF  ARTHUR  WILCOCKSON. 

Hull :  Edward  Hannath;  11,  Scale  Lane ;  or  of  the  Author,  10^  Kirkby  Place, 

Plymouth.     Price  %s.  6d. 

Our  new  Book  is  now  ready«  and  it  remains  with  our  friends  to  do 
all  in  thebr  power  to  spread  it  far  and  wide*  Listead  of  containing 
350  pages,  it  has  reached  nearly  500. 

We  have  nothing  to  say  in  its  favour ;  but  we  can  with  confidence 
declare  that  we  have  enjoyed  very  much  of  the  power  and  presence 
of  our  best  Friend  and  only  Beloved  in  writing  it,  and  We  nave  not 
the  least  doubt  that  many  of  the  Lord's  childreii  will  find  the  two 
following  portions  verified  in  their  experience  while  reading  it, 
(Prov.  xxvii.  17«  19).      The  Lord  grant  it  for  His  name  sake. 

The  Booksellers  have  found  fiiult  with  us  because  we  have  not  put 
our  Work  into  the  Trade.  We  could  not  afford  to  do  so ;  for  the 
Book  has  cost  much  more  than  the  trade  price. 

If  we  can  sell  enough  to  cover  the  cost,  we  shall  be  well  satisfied. 
Will  our  friends  kindly  show  the  Book  about,  and  get  us  a  few  more 
orders.     Let  each  sell  a  copy,  and  we  are  content* 

Should  the  present  volume  pay  its  expenses,  we  have  it  in  our 
heart  and  on  our  mind  to  publish  a  companion  volume,  containing 
letters,  essays,  sermons,  hymns,  poems,  etc.,  etc. 


ZION'S    WITNESS. 


Vol.  IX.  AUGUST,  1867.  No.  107. 


SILVER  AND  GOLD  THE  LORD'S. 

'*  The  tiher  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord.*' — Hagoai  i.  8. 

If  both  gold  and.  silver  are  the  Lord's,  to  whom  is  a  living  child 
to  look  but  to  the  Lord?  No  matter  where  he  looks,  he  is  sure 
to  meet  with  disappointment;  but  if  the  Lord  raise  his  mind 
above  creatures  and  circumstances,  and  enable  him  to  look  to  His 
Almighty  Self,  can  there  be  disappointment  there  ?  Can  there  be 
failure  there  ?  Impossible.  Just  as  soon  can  Jehovah  be  dethroned 
as  the  expectation  of  a  living  child  perish.  The  Lord  never  has 
and  He  never  will  falsify  His  Word.  ^'  Hath  He  said  it,  and  shall 
He  not  do  it?"  To  be  sure  He  will  do  iu  It  matters  not  how 
large  the  need,  how  pressing  the  want,  "  therfe  is  nothing  too  hard 
for  the  Lord."  Sense  and  reason,  flesh  and  blood,  are  bad  coun- 
.  sellors.  The  Lord  alone  is  a  wise  one ;  and  when  He  ^ves  faith 
and.  confidence  in  Himself,  though  earth  and  hell  oppose  His  work, 
'  nothing  can  shake  the  confidence  of  the  Uving  child. 

Beloved,  we  were  much  tried  a  few  days  ago  about  ways 
aiid  means,  and  wondered  how  this  debt  and  that  debt  were 
to  be  paid,  when,  after  telling  the  Lord  all  about  it,  we  opened 
our  Bible  upon  this  portion:  "The  silver  is  mine,  and  the 
gold  is  mine,  saith  the  Lord."  We  then  turned  upon  this 
portion:  "The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall  not  want." 
Though,  at  the  time,  we  had  not  a  shilling  in  the  world,  we  well 
knew  that  it  was  all  right.  None  could  shake  the  confidence 
which  the  Lord  produced.  We  knew  that  He  would  supply  our 
immediate  wants,  and,  in  His  own  time  [we  want  it  ours],  enable 
us  to  pay  all  our  debts  with  honor.  There  was  no  occasion  for  us 
to  go  to  the  creature,  or  listen  to  the  creature,  the  Lord  had 
spoken,  and  that  was  enough.     He  says,  "  The  silver  is  mine,  and 
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the  gold  is  bone,"  and  we  believe  it.     Flesh  and  sense  may  reason 
upon  it ;  but  we  say,    , 

"  Bow  down  sense  and  reason, 
Faith  .only  reigns  here." 

*'  Faith  is  the  gift  of  God ;  but  all  men  have  not  faith,"  The 
Lord's  children  have,  or  what  is  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
world?  A  life  of  sense  is  not  a  life  of  faith:  a  life  of  faith  is  not 
a  life  of  sense.  *  The  natural  man  cannot  live  a  life  of  faith,  and 
Why  ?  He  has  no  faith.  The  child  of  God  cannot  live  a  life  of 
faith  only  as  the  Lord  works  to  will  and  do  of  Hts  owft  good  plea- 
sure. He  ever  proves  that  all  his  springs  are  in  the  Lord,  and  all 
his  strength  is  of  the  Lord. 

When  there  was  a  severe  famine  in  Samaria,  the  Lord  com- 
missioned His  Prophet  to  predict  plenty  for  the  very  next  day. 
No  wonder  tie  was  thought  a  fool  for  his  pains.  So  much  so,  that 
one  of  the  nobles  of  the  realm  had  the  daring  to  say  that  if  the 
windows  of  heaven  were  opened  such  a  thing  should  not  be.  But 
such  a  thing  was  by  the  Word  of  the  Lord  through  His  Prophet 
Elijah.  But  what  became  of  that  noble  who  limited  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel  ?  When  the  Lord's  Word  was  verified,  He  participated 
not  in  the  blessing,  but  was  trodden  down  in  the  gate  oi  the 
city.  Hence  the  king  ^  could  not  lean  upon  that  lord  again 
(11  Kings  vii.  2) ;  and  it  was  a  merciful  intervention  of  the  Lord 
to  remove  his  prop.  And,  beloved,  does  He  not  graciously  remove 
our  props  ?  Do  we  like  to  see  them  taken  away  ?  Not  at  the  time, 
perhaps,  but  we  prove,  sooner  or  later,  xhat  we  could  do  better 
without  them.  The  Lord  knows  when  we  have  too  many  friends. 
He  will  again  and  again  "  turn  their  heart  to  hate  His  people,  to 
deal  subtilly  with  His  inheritance"  What  is  this  for?  "That 
they  might  set  their  hope  in  God,"  and  not  "  lightly  esteem  the 
Rock  of  their  salvation."  This  is  it,  beloved,  "Trust  in  the  LORD 
for  ever ;  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength :"  and  we 
read  that  "  they  that  trust  in  the  Lord,  shall  be  as  mount  Zion 
which  abideth  for  ever."  Hence  there  can  be  no  harm  in  leaning 
alone  upon  the  Lord.  We  are  aware  that  many  would  draw  a  line 
between  spiritual  blessings  and  providential  favours;  but  we 
cannot  Why?  Because  we  can  find  no  authority  for  doing  so 
in  the  Word  of  God,  It  is  true  as  far  as  the  mere  natural  man 
is  concerned  there  is  a  vast  difference.  Indeed  he  knows  nothing 
about  spiritual  blessings,  neither  can  he  truly  appreciate  provi- 
dential favours.  How  is  this  ?  He  lives  upon  second  causes.  He 
has  a  thousand  a  year  for  life.  How  came  he  by  it  ?  His  father 
left  it  him.  How  did  his  father  get  it  ?  By  his  great  prudence  in 
business.  How  true  it  is — "  The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart.  There 
is  no  God."     Although  there  is  not  a  creature  upon  this  earth 
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deserving  of  a  penny  piece  or  loaf  of  bread,  yet  there  are  lords 
many  and  gods  many,  A  matter  of  course  life  most  live,  and  few 
indeed  live  upon  the  Lord  for  temporals  and  spirituals,  '^  There- 
fore they  sacrifice  unto  their  net,  and  burn  incense  unto  their 
drag," 

What  then  distinguishes  a  ctxild  of  God  from  the  mere  pro- 
fessor ?  The  latter  lives  upon  his  own  resources,  the  former  lives 
upon  the  Lord,  The  latter  praises  his  own  abilities  and  extols 
his  own  exertions,  while  the  former  pours  contempt  upon  everything 
of  his  own,  and  sings 

**  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow." 

The  latter  trusts  to  his  property,  his  stock,  or  his  funds  in  the 
bank,  while  the  former  says,  "  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall 
not  want."  The  latter  lives  the  dead  and  dark  life  of  flesh  and 
sense,  judging  at  all  times  according  to  appearances,  while  the 
former  lives  the  life  of  faith  upon  the  Lord,  and  so  far  from  judging 
according  to  appearances  can  say  with  the  Prophet :  "  Although 
the  fig-tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither  shall  fruit  be  in  the  vines : 
the  labor  of  the  olive  shall  fail,  and  the  fields  shall  yield  no  meat :  ^ 
the  flock  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  herd 
in  the  stalls :  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord ;  1  will  joy  in  the  God  ' 
of  my  salvation."  How  is  this?  "Faithful  is  He  who  hath  pro- 
mised, who  will  also  do  it." 

*'  For  sooner  all  nature  shall  change, 
'  Than  one  of  His  promises  fail.'* 

Perhaps  a  trembling  child  is  ready  to  say,  from,  what  we  have 
written,  "  Well,  then,  I  am  entirely  out  of  the  secret;  for  I  find  that 
mine  is  much  more  like  a  life  of  sense  than  faith."  Child  of  God, 
be  not  cast  down  here.  Were  you  not  a  living  soul,  dear  to  the 
Lord,  you  would  not  mourn  your  shortcomings.  You  would  trust 
in  the  Lord,  and  live  upon  the  Lord,  but  you  find  the  power  to 
be  sadly  wanting.  You  know  that  He  has  supplied,  that  He  can 
supply ;  but  the  thing  with  you  is.  Will  He  furdier  supply  ?  What 
has  He  said  ?  '^  In  six  troubles,  I  will  deliver  thee :  and  in  seven, 
there  shall  no  evil  touch  thee,"  How  kind  !  How  loving  I  Does 
He  mean  it,  think  you  ?  What  does  He  further  say  ?  "  Said  I  not 
unto  thee,  that  if  thou  wouldest  believe,  thou  shouldest  see  the 
glory  of  God?"  The  child  of  Qod  frequently  gets  reasoning 
according  to  appearance,  and  draws  wrong  inferences,  and  paints 
gloomy  pictures;  but  who  sets  him  at  this  work?  The  devil 
himself.  What  is  his  aim  ?  To  cause  distrust  in  the  Lord,  and 
raise  infidelitv  in  the  mind.     Is  it  so?     It  is  indeed.     Whatever 
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infidels  there  are  in  the  world,  the  Lord's  children  alone  are 
troubled  with  infidelity.  They  do  not  like  distrustful  thoughts, 
they  do  not  allow  the  Lord  to  be  limited,  or  the  Holy  One  of 
Israel  circumscribed:  and  yet  they  often  find  themselves  at  it 
How  is  this?  They  have  as  much  flesh  and  blood  as  any  of 
Adam's  children,  which  cannot  rise  above  its  own  natural  level; 
but  they  have  a  spiritual  nature  hostile  to  it.  Hence  they  are  con- 
strained to  say  with  Paul :  "  So  then  with  the  mind  I  myself  serve 
the  law  of  God,  but  with  the  flesh  the  law  of  sin." 
.  Child  of  God,  yor.r  spiritual  will  is  rights  but  you  continually 
find  that  your  natural  way  is  wrong^  In  fact,  you  must  confess — 
"  In  me ;  that  is,  in  my  flesh,  dwelleth  no  good  thing." 

The  Lord  says,  may  He  speak  it  to  you,  "The  silver  is  mine, 
and  the  gold  is  mine.  He  does  not  say  that  some  of  it  is  His, 
and  the  remainder  belongs  to  some  one  else.  No,  it  is  all  His ;  and 
what  does  He  further  say?  "All  are  yours."  Hence  what  cause 
have  you  to  respond,  "The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall  not 
want  r 

Do  you  want  ten  shillings  worth  of  silver,  or  ten  pounds  worth 
of  gold  ?  He  knows  where  to  put  His  hand  upon  it.  Have  you 
been  looking  in  all  directions  for  it?  Perhaps  you  have  foi^otten 
to  look  up.  He  can  send  it  in  a  way  that  you  have  no  conception 
o£  He  can  move  your  bitterest  foe  to  administer  to  your  neces- 
sities, if  His  pleasure.  Limit  not  the  LonL  Circumscribe  not 
the  Mighty  God  of  Jacob.     For, 

'  "  Whenever  His  children  have  need, 

His  goodness  will  find  out  a  way." 

Beloved,  let  those  live  upon  their  own  resources  that  can,  be  it 
yours  and  ours  to  live  upon  the  Lord,  We  would  rather  have  these 
two  portions  sealed  home  with  power  than  the  riches  of  the  Indies : 
"The  silver  is  MINE,  and  the  gold  is  MINE,  saith  the  Lord." 
"  Ihe  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall  not  want,"  Times  and  again 
has  the  Lord  given  us  His  Word,  which  has  produced  full  con- 
fidence in  Him,  that  we  have  had  the  very  thing  desired,  although 
it  seemed  as  far  off  as  before.  There  is  then  no  restraint  to  the 
Lord.  In  fact,  we  have  enjoyed  more  in  believing  that  the  Lord 
would  supply  than  we  have  when  He  has  supplied.  This  to  some 
may  sound  strange,  but  it  will  find  an  echo  in  the  ]iearts  of  others* 
At  this  moment,  though  never  more  involved  in  difiiculties,  we 
cannot  distrust  the  Lord.  Surely  this  is  rejoicing  in  tribulation. 
To  Him  be  all  the  glory.  To  the  life  of  feith  there  is  much  oppo- 
sition, both  inward  and  outward;  but  the  life  of  sense  is  commended 
by  nearly  all.     Because  the  one  honors  the  Lord' and  debases  the 
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creature,  while  the  other  exalts  the  fleshly  wisdom  and  prudence 
of  man^  and  ignores  the  sovereign  will  and  way  of  the  Lord.  We 
believe  that  our  God,  our  own  covenant  God,  ruleth  over  all,  that 
He  guides  our  every  footstep,  that  He  supplies  our  every  need, 
and  that  He  will  be  "  God- All-Sufficient"  in  the  future  as  well  as 
He  has  during  the  past  We  cannot  find  it  now  in  our  heart  to 
say  one  word  against  all  tbe  way  that  He  has  led  us,  but  we  are 
constrained  to  say, 

**  I  know,  in  all  that  has  befell, 
My  Jesus  has  done  all  things  well." 

Beloved,  the  Lord  give  you  faith  and  confidence  in  Himself,  and 
raise  you  infinitely  above  the  moveables  of  the  time-state,  and  give 
you  ever  to  remember  that  "He  that  keepeth  Israel  neither 
slumbers  nor  sleeps."  Rest  assured  that  all  the  silver  is  His,  and 
that  all  the  gold  is  His,  and  as  much  of  both  shall  be  yours  as  you 
need.  So  believes  and  so  writes,  dearly  beloved,  yours  in  the 
Lord,  The  Editor. 

Kirkby  Place,  Plymouth, 
Friday,  June  7th,  1867. 


CRUMBS  FROM  THE  MASTER'S  TABLE; 

OR, 

GLEANINGS   FHOM   THE   PULPIT. 

**  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  walk  ye  in  Him." — Col.  ii.  6 

This  is  noble  advice,  and  we  well  know  that  none  but  living 
children  of  the  living  God  can  realise  it  and  act  up  to  it,  and  why  ? 
Because  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter,  the  blessed  Remem- 
brancer, dwells  exclusively  in  the  body  of  Christ,  in  the  Church  of 
the  Firstborn,  which  are  written  in  heaven :  hence,  "  As  ye  have 
therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  walk  ye  in  Him ;"  walk 
in  Him  at  all  times:  "put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesua Christ :"  wear 
Him  as  a  robe,  a  garment,  a  covering ;  appear  in  Him ;  in  that 
mystic-oneness,  in  which,  to  participate,  no  language  can  express, 
no  words  can  convey.  But  how  did  you  receive  Him  ?  Because, 
if  you  have  not  received  Him,  you  cannot  walk  in  Him.  Paul 
wrote  to  some  professors,  who  began  in  the  spirit,  and  then  sought 
to  be  made  perfect  in  the  flesh ;  tliat  is,  who  professed  to  know 
God,  and  to  have  been  brought  to  believe  in  Christ,  through  the 
faith  of  the  operation  of  His  Spirit,  and  then  sought  to  be  made 
perfect  by  turning  to  the  beggarly  elements  of  flesh  and  blood  reli- 
gion ;  but  there  is  a  wondrous  difference  between  a  man  beginning 
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with  God,  and  God  beginning  with  him.  How  much  "will- 
worship"  there  is  in  the  present  day !  Natural  men  can  worship 
when  they  like,  and  pray  to  God  when  they  will ;  but  this  fleshly 
worship,  this  free-will  worship,  will  not  satisfy  God's  children,  and 
these  alone  can  worship  Him  acceptably,  even  in  the  beauties  of 
holiness.  "God  is  a  Spirit,  and  they  that  worship  Him  must 
worship  Him  in  Spirit,  and  in  truth."  None  but  those  who  are 
within  the  pale  of  God's  Church  are  spiritual  worshippers ;  and  if 
you  are  a  spiritual  worshipper,  and  a  believer  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Lord  has  made  you  such. 

""  He  makes  the  believer, 

And  gives  him  his  crown.** 

We  believe  in  these  lines  in  the  fullest  extent  of  their  meaning: 
all  we  have  is  His  gift,  and  all  we  are  is  by  His  grace.  "We  are 
His  workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which 
God  hath  before  ordained  that  we  should  walk  in  them."  "  Where 
is  boasting,  then  ?  It  is  excluded.  By  what  law?  of  works?  Nay; 
but  by  the  law  of  faith.**  We  were  created  in  Him :  here  we  see 
the  everlasting  position  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  her  blest 
condition :  what  her  Loid  is,  such  is  she  in  living  oneness;  He  is 
the  savour  and  the  Saviour  of  His  body ;  He  is  the  sweetness  and 
the  fragrance  of  His  garden.  He  says,  "I  am  the  rose  of  Sharon, 
and  the  lily  of  the  valley."  Thus  He  identifies  Himself  with  His 
members,  and  so  close  is  this  union  between  the  Head  and  the 
body,  nothing  can  divide  them,  nothing  can  cause  any  separation 
between  them:  and  when  by  precious  faith  we  are  enabled  to 
realise  this  in  our  own  heart's  experience,  when  the  Lord  is  pleased 
to  lead  us  to  the  Rock  that  is  higher  than  our  finite  minds,  when 
He  pours  the  oil  of  His  grace  mto  our  vessels,  we  rise  in  one 
moment  in  nobleness  of  soul,  and  we  feel  we  are  on  the  living  side 
of  death,  that  we  are  beyond  the  Jordan :  we  enjoy  an  antepast  of 
eternal  bliss,  we  have  the  firstfiruits  of  endless  fi'uition.  His  pre- 
sence is  more  to  us  than  the  possession  of  ten  thousand  worlds;  it 
is  more  than  earth  can  give,  and,  bless  God,  it  is  more  than  earth 
can  deprive  us  of.  "  In  the  light  of  the  King's  countenance  is 
life,  and  His  favor  is  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain,"  and  when  by 
faith  we  can  see  Him,  we  are  satisfied  with  "  Jesus  only."  We 
behold  Him  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  enaing,  the 
first  and  the  last,  Christ  all  and  in  all,  and  we  are  contented  to 
know  nothing  among  men  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  Him  crudfied. 

"And  He  that  sat  upon  the  throne  said.  Behold  I  make  all 
things  new  !"  We  love  to  go  out  of  ourselves  altogether,  and  to 
settle  down  in  Christ,  to  live  in  Him,  to  move  in  Him«  and  to  have 
our  spiritual  being  in    Him.     This  and  the  preceeding  are  two  of 
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the  most  glorious  chapters  in  the  entire  Word  of  God,  We  believe 
that  no  man  was  so  deeply  led  into  that  union  which  exists  between 
Christ  and  the  Church  as  was  Paul ;  no  prophet  under  the  old  dis- 
pensation, and  neither  of  the  other  apostles  under  the  new  Testa- 
ment order,  wrote  so  blessedly  concerning  this  mighty  subject  as 
did  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  In  knowledge  he  excelled 
and  exceeded  all  his  predecessors.  Isaiah  spoke  most  gloriously 
of  the  sufferings  of  Christ ;  he  saw  everything  done  and  everything 
accomplished  in  his  day.  Daniel,  too,  preached  Jesus  most 
preciously:  he  spoke  of  Messiah  being  cut  off,  but  not  for  Himself; 
but  we  must  come  to  the  Epistles  to  see  the  mind  and  the  will  of 
God  fully  opened  up;  and,  under  the  dictation  of  the  Eternal 
Spirit  Paul  says,  "  The  mystery  which  hath  been  hid  from  ages 
and  from  generations  is  now  made  manifest  to  the  saints,"  and  in 
Christ  are  "hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge."  'God 
Himself  hid  them  in  the  Son  of  His  Ipve,  and  none  can  discover 
them  but  the  Spirit  who  searcheth  all  things;  yea,  the  deep  things 
of  God.  "  Who  by  searching  can  find  out  God  ?  Who  can  find 
out  the  Almighty  unto  perfection  ?"  We  well  know  that  no  son 
or  dau^ter  of  Adam  can  understand  spiritual  realities,  the  Lord 
alone  can  open  them  up  and  reveal  them.  "  The  secret  of  the 
Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  Him,  and  He  will  show  them  His 
covenant ;"  or  He  will  reveal  His  Christ  to  their  immortal  minds. 
What  said  this  Mighty  One,  the  Angel  of  the  Everlasting  Covenant, 
when  Manoah  enquired  of  Him,  "  What  is  Thy  name  ?"  "  Why 
askest  thou  thus  after  niy  name,  seeing  it  is  secret  ?"  Not  seeing 
it  is  a  secret,  but  seeing  it  is  secret.  His  name  is  indeed  Wonderful, 
Counsellor;  it  is  hidden  from  the  wise  and  the  prudent  of  this 
world,  but  it  is  made  known  to  His  living  children,  "  I  will  pub-^ 
lish  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  ascribe  ye  greatness  unto  our  God. 
He  is  the  Rock,  His  work  is  perfect,"  and  we  realise  His  name  to 
be  like  ointment  poured  forth  when  He  is  pleased  to  develop  and 
open  up  His  truth  to  our  minds.  "  Wayfaring  men,  though  fools, 
shall  not  err  therein.  No  lion  shall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous 
beast  shall  go  up  thereon,  it  shall  not  be  found 'there;  but  the 
redeemed  shall  walk  there,"  that  is,  by  precious  faith  ;  and  this  is 
a  path  which  no  fowl  knoweth,  and  which  the  vulture's  eye  hath 
not  seen.  Language  fails  to  express  one  millionth  part  of  the 
blessedness  couched  in  the  language  of  our  text ;  we  know  not  its 
mighty  depths,  we  cannot  scan  its  wondrous  heights,  or  range  its 
glorious  breadths.  Ah  I  we  need  the  same  Holy  Spirit  who  guided 
the  pen  of  the  Apostle,  and  who  indited  the  good  matter  in  his 
heart,  to  unfold  to  us  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom.  He  wrote  as 
he  was  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  no  man  can  read  the  Word 
with  profit,  and  no  man  can  j/reach  the  word  Word  with  profit, 
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and  for  the  edification  of  God's  living  family,  anless  endued  witii 
power  from  on  high.  Inspiration^  revelation^  and  manifegtaiion,  are 
expressive  terms,  but  they  are  now  almost  obsolete ;  nevertheless^ 
we  cannot  know  anything  spiritually  unless  the  Spirit  be  pleased 
to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  to  show  them  unto  us.  Some 
say  that  the  days  of  revelation  and  the  days  of  inspiration  are  past; 
they  tell  us  that  God  does  not  grant  any  now  to  participate  in 
these  favors,  and  that  He  does  not  manifest  Himself  to  any  now, 
but  we  are  living  vntnesses  to  the  truth  of  His  own  words,  "  If  a 
man  love  Me,  be  will  keep  My  words:  and  My  Father  will  love, 
him,  and  We  will  come  unto  him  and  make  our  abode  with  him," 
and  His  covenant  promise  is,  ^'  All  Thy  children  shall  be  taught  of 
the  !fco|*d,  and  great  shall  be  the  peace  of  Thy  children."  Oh  I 
how  glorious  I  "  Ye  have  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye 
know  all  things."  "  The  anointing  which  ye  have  received  of  Him 
abideth  in  you,  and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you :  but  as 
the  same  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  thmgs,  and  is  truth,  and  is 
no  lie,  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall  abide  in  Him." 
This  secret  teaching,  this  precious  unction,  this  sacred  anointing, 
pervades  the  entire  Church,  and  as  the  ointment  ran  down  from 
the  head  of  Aaron  to  the  skirts  of  his  garments,  so  this  anointmg 
reaches  every  member,  and  we  desire  no  tuition,  and  no  instruc- 
tion, but  the  teaching  and  the  instruction  of  our  gracious  Lord, 
who  is  the  Shepherd  and  the  Bishop  of  our  souls.  lie  knows  how 
to  speak  a  word  in  season.  He  wakeneth  our  ear  to  hear  as  the 
learned,  and  the  words  which  He  speaks  are  spirit  and  they  are 
life.  When  we.look  back  at  the  mysterious  path  in  which  our  God 
has  led  us,  we  are  constrained  to  say  that  all  we  know  concerning 
the  spiritual  mysteries  of  His  spiritual  kingdom  has  been  by  reve- 
lation and  by  inspiration ;  and  if  you  are  a  spiritual  member  of 
Christ,  that  is,  if  you  are  manifestly  one  of  His  mystic  frame,  you 
will  want  divine  communication  from  your  living  Head.  There  is 
at  all  times  union  existing  between  the  Head  and  the  members, 
but  when  by  precious  faith  they  are  enabled  to  hold  the  Head, 
communion  is  realised.  We  are  told  bv  anatomists  that  an 
unctuous  matter  flows  throughout  the  joints  of  the  natural  body 
and  prevents  friction  between  the  several  members :  and  in  the 
grand  sense,  in  the  glorious  sense,  in  the  spiritual  sense,  having 
nourishment  ministered  and  being  knit  together  in  love,  do  you 
not  increase  with  the  increase  of  God?  How  blessed  to  feel  this 
knitting  of  heart  to  heart,  this  entwining  of  soul  to  soul !  We  love 
the  brethren,  and  why  ?  Because  they  belong  to  the  same  &mily 
as  we  do,  because  they  are  sheep  in  the  same  fold,  because  they 
are  children  of  the  same  Mighty  God;  and  often  when  readyig  of 
the  saints  of  the  living  God,  when  reading  of  Paul,  or  of  Peter,  or 
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of  any  of  the  blood-redeemed  host,  what  goins  out  of  heart  toward 
the^  do  we  feel  I  What  love,  what  union  ao  we  realise !  To  a 
mere  professor  of  religion  this  may  appear  strange,  but  it  is 
blessedly  true :  love  flows  spontaneously  from  the  heart  of  one 
member  of  Christ's  body  toward  another,  and  when  meeting  one  of 
the  Lord's  children,  perhaps  in  a  distant  land,  and  a  word  has 
dropped  from  his  lips  showing  he  was  joined  to  the  Lord  and  one 
Spirit,  though  unknown  in  the  flesh,  what  blessed  knitting  of  soul 
has  been  felt !  what  blessed  recognition  1  and  John  writes,  "  We 
know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  we  love 
the  brethren."  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  first  features  developed 
in  the  experience  of  God's  children,  ^nd  if  you  do  not  feel  anv  love 
flowing  out  of  your  heart  toward  the  chosen  people  of  God^,  you 
have  no  reason  to  conclude  that  you  *belong  to  "  the  flock  of 
slaughter."  His  people  arc  spiritual  members  of  the  one  spiritual 
body,  which  is  conjoined  to  the  one  life-giving  and  life-sustaining 
Head,  and  though  they  may  be  absent  from  each  other  in  the  body, 
that  is,  so  far  as  natural  circumstances  are  concerned,  they  are 
together  in  the  spirit  (Adam  the  first  has  nothing  to  do  with  this), 
they  dwell  together  in  living  oneness  with  the  Lord  above  the  strife 
of  tongues ;  they  dwell  in  Him  their  peaceable  habitation,  and  **  how 
good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity  P'  We  live  in  Him,  we  walk  in  Him,  we  feed  on  Him,  but 
"  the  life  is  more  than  meat,  and  the  body  than  raiment."  Our  life 
is  hid  with  Christ  in  God;  He  is  our  life,  and  because  He  lives 
we  must  live  also,  and  it  is  because  we  are  one  with  Him  that  we 
are  privileged  "to  hold  communion  with  Him.  See  in  the  instance 
of  that  woman  who  touched  the  hem  of  Christ's  garment ;  virtue 
or  power  flowed  from  the  Head  to  her  a  member ;  there  was  a 
divine  communication  arising  from  union  with  her  gracious  Lord, 
and  had  there  not  been  a  prior  union-oneness,  how  could  she  have 
realised  the  power?  but  as  there  was  already  a  union  existing, 
communion  followed,  and  we  know  it  was  a  touch  of  faith,  and  it 
is  written,  "Add  to  your  faith  virtue,"  and  when  by  faith  we  are 
privileged  to  touch  our  slorious  Christ,  virtue  or  power  follows  as 
a  sure  efiect.  Faith  works  by  love,  and  faith  is  the  gift  of  God. 
^^  God  is  love,  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
God  in  him*"  Have  we  "  like  precious  faith  ?"  It  is  because  we 
belong  to  faith's  household,  because  we  are  sheep  in  the  fold  of  our 
great  Shepherd,  because  we  are  safely  enfolded  in  His  arms  of 
love,  because  we  are  one  with  Christ,  and  because  Christ  is  one 
with  118. 

"  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  walk  ye 
in  Him."     You  received  Him  as  a  free-grace  gift,  as  the  Anointed 
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of  the  Father ;  yoa  received  Him  as  a  covenant  gift  of  your  covenant 
Jehovah,  walk  in  Him  your  land  of  uprightness.  "  Judge  not  ac- 
cording to  the  appearance — judge  not  after  the  sight  of  your 
eyes — but  judge  righteous  judgment;**  for  **  we  walk  by  faith  and  not 
by  sight"  None  but  living  cl^ldren  of  God  walk  according  to  this 
rule ;  these  alone  are  in  living  oneness  with  Christ,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  walk  by  faith  unless  alive  from  the  dead.  ^'sAnd  this  is 
the  record  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  ia 
His  Son.  He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life,  and  he  that  hath  not 
the  Son  of  God  hath  not  Ufe."  Nothing  can  touch  the  believer's 
life ;  Christ  is  his  life,  and  this  life  is  developed  in  his  aoul  when 
made  willing  in  the  day  of  God's  power;  hence  he  may  say  with 
Paul,  *•  To  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain."  What  said 
Jesus  to  Nicodemus  that  ruler  of  the  Jews,  that  master  of  Israel? 
"  Ye  must  be  bom  again ;"  and  how  few  comparatively  in  our  day 
know  what  it  is  to  be  born  of  God,  to  be  translated  out  of  the 
kingdom  of  Satan  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son!  We 
know  in  one  sense  that  the  whole  nation  elect  was  born  in  one 
day,  that  the  entire  Church  was  quickened  together  with  Christ, 
but  there  must  be  a  development  thereof;  and  all  God's  children 
either  sooner  or  later  are  made  alive  from  the  dead,  and  when  made 
alive  from  the  dead,  they  are  anxious  to  know  whctlier  they  have 
a  portion  and  a  memorial  in  the  spiritual  Jerusalem  ;  they  do  not 
desire  to  have  a  name  to  live  and  yet  be  dead ;  they  do  not  want  to 
deceive  themselves  and  others;  they  dread  to  have  merely  a  form 
of  godliness ;  and  their  language  is, 

"  How  stands  the  case,  my  soal.  with  thee  1 
For  heav'n  are  thy  credentials  clear  1 
Is  Jesu's  blood  thine  only  plea  1 
Is  He  thy  great  Forerunner  there  V 

This  is  the  breathing  of  the  soul  of  all  God's  children :  from  the 
momenfthey  have  emerged  from  death  to  life  they  are  concerned  to 
know  their  interest  in  Christ,  and  they  long  to  say  with  the  poet, 

*'  Be  this  my  song  thro*  all  the  road, 
That  bom  I  am,  and  bom  of  God." 

Bom,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of 
man,  but  bom  from  above ;  they  want  to  know  they  were  viewed 
in  Christ  in  eternity,  in  covenant,  in  the  purpose  of  God,  and  their 
desire  is,  "That  I  may  win  Christ  and  be  found  in  Him:" 
**That  I  may  know  Him,  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection.* 
God  either  sees  us  in  the  first  man  or  else  in  the  second ;  He  either 
beholds  us  as  we  stand  united  to  a  natural  head,  or  else  as  we 
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Stand  united  to  a  spiritual  Head — in  living  oneness  with  the  Lord 
from  heaven,  and  if  xve  are  only  viewed  in  Adam  earthly,  well  may 
we  s^y,  "Vanity  of  vanities;  all  is  vanity;"  but  if  viewed  in  Christ, 

"  'Tis  He  inf  tei^d  of  us  is  seen 
When  we  approach  to  God." 

"Behold,  OlGod,  our  shield,  and  look  upon  the  face'J  of  Thine 
anointccL'*  He  bears  all  the  names  of  His  members  on  His  bre^t- 
plate ;  they  are  indelil)ly  engraven  and  inscribed  there,  and  He 
beholds  them  at  all  times  spotless  and'pure,  meet  to  be  partakers 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light,  vessels  afore  prepared-unto 
glory.  Yes!  prepared  unto  glory  in  God's  everlasting  mind  and 
will,  before  the  morning  stars  sang  togethei,  and  all  the  sons  of 
God  shouted  for  joy ;  before  the  mountains  weie  settled,  and 
before  the  hills ;  "  for  in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumcision  availeth 
anything,  nor  uncircumcision,  hut  a  new  creature :"  and  "as  many 
as  walk  according  to  this  rule — that  is,  the  rule  of  life,  the  rule 
of  light,^the  rule  of  perfection,  the  rule  of  lioliness— .-peace  be  on 
them,  and  mercy,  and  upon  the  Israel  of  God;"  and  if  the  peace 
of  God  rule  and  reign  in  our  hearts,  that  dear  promise  which  was 
made  to  the  Gentile  Church  will  be  sweetly  fulfilled  in  our  expe- 
rience :  "  I  will  extend  peace  to  her  like  a  river  :'*  and  under  the 
leadings  and  guidings  of  His  Spirit,  we  shall  realise  that  His 
righteousness  covers  us  as  the  waves  of  the  sea;  we  shall  exult  in 
His  redeeming  love :  we  shall  praise  Him  for  His  redeeming  blood, 
and  we  shall  magnify  Him  for  the  riches  of  His  grace. 

"  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  walk  in 
Him."  I  believe  there  are  some  here  who  have  received  Him  by 
faith^  and  some  who  long  to  receive  Him ;  and  doubdess  there  are 
some  present  who  have  no  desire  to  receive  Him,  who  have  no 
heart-realisation,  no  soul-enjoyment  of  the  precious  truths  of  the 
Gospel,  who  are  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the  boiJd  of 
iniquity,  who  are  going  on  to  destruction  as  fast  as  sin,  Satan,  and 
the  world  can  drive  them.  But  O !  let  me  tell  such,  and  truth- 
fully too,  that  if  they  die  without  the  reception  of  Christ  into  their 
hearts,  where  God  is,  they  never  can  come:  and  how  do  we 
receive  Him  ?  By  free-grace  favor,  by  covenant  love,  by  covenant 
blood ;  and  we  can  say  to  our  glorious  Lord — 

"  In  ties  of  blood,  and  nothing  less, 
We  claim  Thee  as  oar  own ; 
And  God  th*  Eternal  Spirit  bless 
Who  makes  the  kindred^known." 

Glorious  terms!     Blessed  ties  I     We  admire  that  expression,  "  We. 
claim  Thee  as  our  own ;"  not  only  we  worship  Thee,  we  revere 
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Thee,  but  we  eknm  Thee,  and  we  have  a  right  to- say  with  the 
Church,  "My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His."  This  eternal  bond 
will  never  know  any  dissolution,  and  He  has  justified  us  freely; 
not  only  virtually,  but  manifestly,  by  the  application  of  His  precious 
blood  to*  our  hearts.  The  life  is  in  the  blood,  and  the  blood  is 
the  life  :  take  the  blood  out  of  a  man,  life  is  instantly  suspended. 
All  feeling  is  in  the  blood  literally,  and  where  there  is  no  life,  there 
is  neither  sense  nor  feeling  t  the  blood,  is  the  life  of  the  natural 
man,  and  the  blood  is  the  life  of  the  spiritual  man :  and  when  the 
life-blood  flows  and  glows,  we  feel  lively,  and  we  rejoice  at  the 
return  of  love  and  power.  All  streams  run  into  the  rivers,  and  all 
rivers  run  into  the  sea,  and  widen  as  they  near  the  mighty  expanse, 
and  when  the  Lord  clauses  the  well  of  living  water  to  spring  up 
in  our  heart  and  to  rise  in  our  soul,  we  rejoice  in  the  return  of 
the  tide.  Our  joys  are  ofttimes  at  a  low  ebb;  but  when  our 
glorious  Christ  grants  us  copious  showers  of  blessing,  when  He 
inundates  our  soul  with   His  love,  and  overpowers  us  with  His 

foodness,  we  delight  to  bless  His  name ;  we  drink  of  the  river  of 
lis  pleasures,  and  with  joy  we  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of 
salvation.  There  is  a  river,  the  streams  whereof  make  glad  the 
city  of  God,  and  in  the  wilderness  waters  break  out  and  streams  in 
the  desert ;  the  parched  ground  becomes  a  pool,  and  the  thirsty 
land  springs  of  water ;  but  when  the  streams  flow  back  again  to 
their  source,  when  th^y  run  back  to  the  ocean,  like  Abraham  of 
old  we  have  to  return  to  our  own  place.  I  have  often  known  what 
it  has  been  when  preathing  to  feel  full  with  the  blessing  of  the 
Lord,  to  be  satisfied  with  favor ;  I  have  felt  my  heart  flow  out  in 
love  to  the  Lord's  family,  to  the  children  of  His  choice,  the  chil- 
dren of  His  affection ;  and  my  gracious  God  has  enabled  me  to 
speak  out  of  the  abundance  of  my  heart  as  He  has  been  pleased 
to  pour  in ;  but  when  I  have  left  off,  perhaps  I  have  realised  no 
dew,  no  unction :  I  have  felt  empty,  and  1  have  thought  surely  I 
shall  never  agair)  be  able  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the.  Lord,  and 
to  bring  out  of  His  treasury  things  new  and  old :  nevertheless,  I 
have  always  found  sufficient  unto  the  day,  and  as  my  day  my 
strength  has  been,  and  it  is  but  a  small  thing  for  the  Mighty  God 
to  fill  me  to  overflowing,  or  to  fill  any  of  His  vessels ;  for  He  is 
the  great  Ocean  itself  the  ever-flowing  tide.  He  fills  all  space ; 
He  is  immensity,  infinity  itself.  "In  Him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead  bodily :"  it  dwelt  in  Him  when  He  was  a  babe 
in  Bethlehem's  manger,  and  when  He  travelled  Judea's  plains  as 
a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief;  it  dwelt  in  Him 
when  in  Gethsemene's  garden  and  when  hanging  on  the  cross, 
suffering  the  just  for  the  unjust ;  it  dwelt  in  Him  when  He  expired 
in  the  children's  flesh,  when  He  was  laid  in  the  sepulchre,  and 


/ 


CRUMBS    FROM    THE    MASTSR's   TABLE.  253 


when  He  rose  triumphantly  from  the  dead :  at  no  time  could  it  be 
said  it  was  not  renident  in  Him,  and  O I  glorious  mercy,  we  are 
complete  in  Him  at  all  times,  under  all  circumstances,  even  when 
we  were  living  hostile  to  God  and  to  His  ways,  when  we  were 
walking  according  to  the  course  of  this  world,  according  to  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  '^  having  no  hope,  and  without  God 
in  the  world."  We  were  ever  viewed  in  oneness  with  our  Beloved 
Lord,  "  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus,"  "  Accepted  in  the  Beloved." 

As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  walk  ye 
in  Him."  What  a  royal  free-grace  privilege  1  What  a  covenant 
mercy  to  receive  Him !  We  cannot  receive  Him  e:tcept  we  are 
under  divine  teaching ;  by  divine  culture  alone  can  we  enter  into 
the  deep  things  of  God,  and  see  the  mighty  deep  which  coucheth 
beneath  every  portion  in  the  sacred  Word.  Unless  we  start  right, 
every  after-step  but  leads  us  farther  from  the  goal ;  but  if  the  first 
step  be  right,  all  the  succeeding  steps  will  be  right  also,  and  had  not 
the  Lord  turned  our  steps  Zionward,  and  placed  our  feet  in  the 
narrow  road  which  leadeth  to  life,  we  should  still  have  been  pur- 
suing the  broad  road  which  leadeth  to  destruction,  and  "  There 
is  a  way  which  seemeth  right  unto  a  man,  but  the  end  thereof 
are  the  ways  of  death."  Every  child  of  God  desires  to  know 
whether  he  is  in  the  right  road,  whether  he  has  been  made  willing 
in  the  day  of  God's  power ;  the  language  of  his  heart  is, 

*'  And  is  my  name  enroll'd  ? 

Do  Thou  my  soul  assure  :  ^ 

Am  I  within  that  fold 

Which  Jesus  keeps  secure  ? 
Then  hold  my  feet  in  Zion's  way, 
'Till  Thee  I  meet  in  endless  day." 

I  am  now  referring  to  those  of  the  living  family  who  are  not 
established,  who  are  not  grounded  and  settled  in  the  faith ;  they 
are  concerned  to  know  whether  God  has  indeed  commenced  a  work 
of  grace  in  their  hearts,  and  they  petition  Him  to  settle  tKe 
doubtful  point ;  they  ask  Him  to  tell  them  if  they  are  right,  and 
they  beg  Him  if  they  are  not  right  to  put  them  right,  and  to 
guide  them  with  His  counsel,  and  afterwards  to  receive  them  to 
glory ;  and  they  cannot  be  satisfied  until  the  Spirit  bears  witness 
with  their  spirits  that  they  are  born  of  God.  Ah  I  child  of  God, 
never  should  we  have  kno^n  our  blest  condition  in  Christ  had  not 
the  Lord  revealed  it  to  us,  and  O !  how  it  eladdeiled  our  hearts 
when  He  said  to  us,  "  I  am  Joseph  your  Brother :"  we  then  appre- 
hended our  union  with  Him,  and  realised  that  we  belonged  to 
the  one  glorious  brotherhood,  and  that  though  we  had  long  been 
going  to  the  enemy's  camp,  yet  that  nothing  could  alter  relation- 
ship, or  snap  that  everlasting  bond  of  love ;  and  Jesus  said  to  His 
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disciples,  "  I  ascend  unto  My  Father,  and  yofitr  Father ;  and  to 
My  God,  and  your  God.'*  Then,  and  not  .till  then,  could  we 
exclaim  in  fiill  confidence,  and  in  full  assurance  of  hope  with  the 
Church,  "  I  am  my  Beloved's,  and  His  desire  is  toward  me :"  and 
without  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  resting  on  the  mind  say  with  Job, 
*^  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  We  are  complete  in  Christ 
now,  but  our  knowledge  here  below  is  imperfect.  Coming  to  full 
assurance  of  &ith  is  one  thing,  that  is,  to  a  full  apprehension  of 
our  union-oneness  with  Christ,  and  coming  to  the  full  assurance 
of  understanding  is  another :  we  shall  not  attain  to  the  latter  state 
whilst  in  the  lowlands  of  sin  and  sorrow ;  we  must  drop  the  clay 
tent  before  we  shall  know  even  as  we  are  known.  Now  we  only 
know  in  part ;  our  knowledge  is  like  a  spark  compared  to  the  sun, 
but  when  the  Lord  shall  take  us  to  Himself,  then  that  which  is  in 
part  shall  be  done  away.  "  And  every  man  that  hath  this  hope 
m  him  purifieth  himself  even  as  He  is  pure."  Angels  stand  not  in 
that  perfection  of  purity  in  which  the  Church  is  ever  seen ;  those 
bright  intelligences  are  not  raised  to  that  dignity  and  glory  to 
which  she  is,  "fer  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and  might, 
and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this 
world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come."  O I  may  the  Lord  enable 
us  to  set  our  afiections  on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the 
earth;  may  our  minds  be  directed  above  all  sublunary  objects  and 
subjects,  and  fixed  upon  Christ,  settled  on  this  one  object,  on  this 
one  blessed  subject. 

"  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  walk  ye 
in  Him."  We  know  that  all  precepts  and  all  commands  in  the 
Word  of  God  must  be  made  spirit  and  life  before  we  can  follow 
them :  none  but  children  of  God  know  this  secret,  and  in  their 
own  experience  they  know  the  truth  of  those  words,  "  To  be  car- 
nally minde4  is  death ;  but  to  be  spiritually  minded  is  life  and 
peace."  How  often  when  in  the  house  of  God  are  their  thoughts 
wandering  like  the  fool's  eyes  to  the  end  of  the  earth  I  Time- 
things  and  earthly  cares  absorb  their  thoughts,  and  God  alone  can 
carry  home  this  portion  with  power,  "  Render  unto,  Caesar  the 
thirds  which  are  Caesar's:  and  unto  God  the  things  which  are 
Goers."  O !  do  not  think  that  the  old  nature  will  ever  become 
better ;  it  is  corrupt,  and  nothing  but  sin  abounds  therein  ;  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  progressive  sanctification,  for  Christ  is  made  of  God 
unto  us  sanctification,  and  how  can  there  be  progress  in  that 
which  is  already  perfect  ?  Unless  we  are  viewed  by  God  in  the 
Man  of  the  Father's  right  hand,  we  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the 
matter  of  God'^  salvation,  for  in  us,  that  is,  in  our  flesh,  there 
dw^lleth  no  good  thing.  When  we  would  do  good,  evil  is  present 
with  us,  but  clothed  with  the  spotless  robe  of  Christ's  righteous- 
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ness,  we  are  fairer  than  the  angels  of  light.  Oar  own  righteousness, 
our  fleshly  religion,  our  creature  goodness,  we  trample  beneath 
our  feet ;  we  count  them  all  but  loss,  and  we  know  that  to  our  dying 
day,  the  old  nature — -the  old  man — will  never  be  better,  being  a 
leper  throughout;  but  we  can  exult  in  our  exalted  position  in 
Christ.     Child  of  God! 

"  In  thy  Surety  thou  art  free, 
His  dear  hands  were  pierc'd  for  thee, 
With  His  spotless  Testuie  on  -^ 

Holy  as  the  Holy  One."  , 

Can  you  realise  this  glorious  truth?  Can  you  enter  into  it? 
'*  Holy  as  the  Holy  One !"  Can  this  be  true  ?  O  !  yes :  we  are 
partakers  of  tbe  Divine  nature,  by  the  communicated  Word ;  and 
unless  you  are  holy  even  as  He  is  holy,  let  me  tell  you  in  love, 
and  truthfully  too,  that  you  can  never  enter  the  portals  of  bliss  and 
blessedness ;  you  will  never  hear  the  Lord  say,  "  Come,  ye  blessed 
of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
founaation  of  the  world."  O I  the  blessedness  of  knowing  our  dig- 
nity, our  spotless  purity,  our  perfection  in  Christ.  O  !  the  glory 
of  realising  that  we  are  holy  and  unblameable  and  unreproveable 
in  Uis  sight.  He  is  all  in  all  to  us,  our  God  and  our  glory,  and 
we  are  all  to  Him.  "  The  Lord's  portion  is  His  people ;  Jacob  is 
the  lot  of  His  inheritance." 

"As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord."  It 
matters  not  when  you  received  Him,  or  where  you  received  Him ; 
you  well  know  you  received  Him  by  power  divine;  by  love, 
through  the  channel  of  the  redemption ;  you  received  Him  under 
the  ministration  of  the  eternal  Spirit.  O  hallowed  time  !  blesse.d 
season!  Perhaps  you  received  Him  when  hearing  the  Word 
preached,  and  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  carry  it  home  with  Almighty 

f)ower ;  perhaps  when  reading  the  Word  of  God ;  perhaps  when 
ike  a  sparrow  alone  upon  the  housetop  you  were  feeling  that  lover 
and  friend  were  far  from  you ;  perhaps  when  sinking  fathoms  deep, 
according  to  your  own  feelings,  writing  bitter  things  against  your- 
self, and  well  nigh  readv  to  give  all  up  in  despair.  "  Yes !"  say 
you,  "I  looked  for  juclgment,  but  beheld  mercy:  I  looked  for 
condemnation,  but  He  brought  me  justification;  and  though  un- 
worthy of  these  blessings,  I  received  Him  into  my  heart,  and  I 
rose  in  living  oneness  with  Him.  He  brought  me  up  out  of  an 
horrible  pit,  out  of  the  miry  cky,  and  set  my  feet  upon  a  rock,  and 
established  my  goings,  and  He  pui  a  new  song  in  my  mouth,  and 
I  could  indeed  bless  Him  and  say,  "  Praise  waiteth  for  Thee,  O 
God,  in  Sion."  He  removed  me  from  the  noise  of  archers  in  the 
place  of  drawing  water,  and  there  I  rehearsed  the  righteous  acts 
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of  the  Lord:  I  could  speak  of  the  glory  of  His  kingdom,  and 
talk  of  His  power;  and  such  love,  such  praise,  and  sncb  gratitnde 
flowed  out  of  my  heart,  that  I  felt  had  I  ten  thousand  tongues  I 
would  speak  alone  of  His  matchless  love,  and  had  I  ten  thousand 
crowns  I  would  cast  them  all  at  His  dear  feet.  I  felt,  moreover, 
that  language  was  so  poor,  and  that  my  powers  were  so  weak,  to 
express  one  miUiooth  part  of  the  beau^  I  saw  in  my  glorious 
Christ,  and  I  longed  to  leave  this  lower  earth,  and  to  bound  into 
His  immediate  presence ;  I  longed  to  expand  into  the  ocean  of 
His  love,  and  to  unite  in  far  higher  and  nobler  strains  in  singing 
His  high  praises*  How  few  in  our  day  like  those  sweet  lines  of 
Erskine's : 

**  Dost  mind  the  place,  the  spot  of  land. 
Where  Jesus  did  thee  meet  ?*" 

We  heard  of  one  a 'short  time  since  who  said,  when  referring  to 
those  who  could  remember  the  time  when  and  the  place  where  the 
Lord  blotted  out  their  sins  and  sealed  home  pardon,  that  he  trem- 
bled for  them.  Well  may  we  say  to  all  such,  as  Jesus  said  to  the 
daughters  of  Jerusalem,  Weep  not  for  us,  but  "weep  for  yourselves." 
God's  children  realise  these  favours,  and  enjoy  these  blessings, 
when  the  Lord  Comes  down  in  majesty  and  in  power,  and  when 
He  says,  "I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlasting  love,"  when  He 
whispers,  "  I  have  redeemed  thee  ;  1  have  called  thee  by  thy  name ; 
thou  art  mine."  They  rejoice  at  His  Word,  as  one  that  findeth 
great  spoil ;  ihey  have  pleasures  which  they  cannot  expre^,  joys 
which  cannot  be  told.  I  think  Paul  had  His  eye  on  this  when  he 
said,  "Thanks  be  to  God  for  His  unspeakable  gift."  But  one 
may  say,  when  was  this  gift  bestowed  on  us?  In  eternity,  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world. 


"  Sav'd  from  the  damning  power  of  sin, 
The  law's  tremendous  curse, 
Well  now  the  sacred  song  begin 
Where  Q-od  began  with  us. 


Well  sing  the  vast  umneasured  grace 
Which  from  the  days  of  old 

Did  all  His  sons  elect  embrace. 
As  sheep  within  His  fold.** 


The  Church  was  the  body  of  Christ  in  covenant,  in  mystic  design 
ti'om  everlasting :  Christ  belonged  to  her  in  eternity.  He  belongs 
to  her  in  time,  and  He  will  belong  to  her  throughout  an  eternal 
day;  but  I  think  our  text  refers  to  the  development  of  this 
covenant  gift  in  the  experience  of  the  children  of  God  in  time,  and 
"  He  that  spared  not  His  own  Son,  but  delivered  Him  up  for  us 
all,  how  shall  He  not  with  Him  also  freely  give  us  all  things?" 
This  one  gift  includes  all  gifts ;  this  one  blessing  comprehends  all 
blessings ;  and  there  is  not  one  covenant  blessing  which  does  not 
belong  to  us  on  the  ground  of  relationship :  everything  is  summed 
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lip  in  Christ,  the  possession  of  Him  includes  in  its  grasp  every 

Siritual  blessing,  and  if  we  have  Jesus,  we  have  all  and  abound, 
e  was  given  us  in  <e0emity,  but  we  realise  this  gift  in  time;  and 
when  He  first  quickened  us  into  life,  did  we  not  seek  Him  among 
our  kinsfolks  and  acquaintances?  Did  we  not  seek  Him  among 
our  relations  after  the  flesh  ?  but  we  fjund  Him  not.  We  sought 
Hkn  here,  and  sought  Him  there,  but  realised  not  His  presence, 
and  where  did  we  find  Him  ?  We  believe  He  is  Jbrst  (bund  in 
the  temple  ("For  ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God);  but  He 
is  a  Sovereign,  and  doeth  according  to  His  will  m  the  armies  of 
heaven  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  but  when  He 
manifests  Himself  to  a  child  of  His,  such  an  one -is  instantly 
brought  to  His  feet,  and  is  overpowered  by  His  goodness. 

How  many  here  have  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord?  In 
how  many  hearts  has  the  Spirit  witnessed  adoption  ?  O I  that  the 
Lord  may  grant,  if  it  be  His  pleasure,  that  all  His  children  here 
present  may  have  the  persuasion  of  this  glorious  fact,  and  know 
their  acceptance  in  the  Beloved.  You  may  be  blessed  with  health 
and  blessed  with  wealth ;  you  may  have  all  this  world  calls  good 
and  great ;  yea,  all  the  riches  of  the  Indies  might  belong  to  you, 

possess  this 
may  sing, 

"  I'm  rich  to  all  th'  intents  of  bliss 
Since  Thou,  0  Christ,  art  mine." 

If  Christ  be  yours,  "all  are  yours,"  and  well  might  Moses  the  man 
of  God  say  to  the  highly  favoured  people  he  addressed  at  the 
time,  '*  Happy  art  thou,  O  Israel ;  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people 
saved  by  the  Jehovah,  the  shield  of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the  sword  . 
of  thy  excellency  V  "  The  Eternal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  under- 
neath are  the  everlasting  arms."  Child  of  God,  as  you  have 
received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  by  new  covenant  gift  and  by  pre- 
cious faith,  I  need  not  say  value  Him ;  for  "  Unto  you  therefore 
which  believe  He  is  precious,"  and  the  Lord  says,  "  I  will  make  a 
man  more  precious  than  fine  gold ;  even  a  man  than  the  golden 
wedge  of  Ophir."  Jehovah  gave  us  the  Man  of  His  right  hand, 
and  He  has  endeared  Himself  to  our  souls,  and  we  can  say  that 
no  comeliness  do  we  see  in  any  compared  with  our  Christ ;  whom 
have  we  in  heaven  but  Him  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  we 
desire  beside  Him. 

"  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  walk  ye 
in  Him ;"  that  is,  appear  in  Him  by  feith,  tell  Him  that  although 
you  are  unworthy,  and  although  you  have  been  unmindful  of  His 
goodness,  yet  tie  is  your  God ;  tell  Him  you  are  an  heir  of  God, 
or  joint-heir  with  Jesus  Christ ;  tell  Him  Satan  often  disputes  this 


but  without  this  gift,  you  are  poor  indeed ;  but,  if  you 
pearl  of  great  price,  with  the  immortal  Toplady  you  m 
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point,  and  questions  your  sonship;  tell  Him  that  the  enemy 
ofttimes  comes  in  like  a  flood ;  tell  Him  that  the  San  of  Righteous- 
ness has  shone  upon  your  path,  that  dew  has  rested  upon  your 
branch ;  cell  Him  you  have  realised  the  unction  and  the  savour  of 
His  Word.  He  loves  us  to  remind  Him  of  His  promises,  and  to 
ask  Him  to  do  as  He  has  said;  yea,  to  plead  before  Him,  "Thou 
saidst,  I  will  surely  do  thee  good/'  O  !  may  the  Holy  Ghost  bring 
to  our  remembrance  the  words  which  Jesus  has  spoken  to  us. 
When  He  reveals  these  precious  things  to  us,  we  forget  time-sor- 
rows, and  all  time-perplexities ;  we  forget  ourselves,  and  all 
creature-coniiiections,  and  we  long  for  that  blissful  time  to  arrive, 
that  glorious  moment,  when  it  will  be  absent  from  the  body,  and 
present  with  the  Lord. 

*<  My  Boul  anticipates  the  day. 
Would  stretch  her  wings  and  soar  away, 
To  aid  the  song,  a  palm  to  bear. 
And  bow — ^the  chief  of  sinners  there." 

{Tbbe  continued* ) 


A     SERMON. 
The  Nineteenth. 

Preached  by  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  TrigIgs. 

{Concluded  fiom  page  253.) 

Well,  now  mark  another  mercy  in  connection  with  this.  Hear 
what  our  blessed  Lord  says  in  the  9th  chapter  of  John.  He  is 
thens  very  particular  on  this  subject  First  He  proclaims  Himself 
the .  Shepherd,  and  then  He  speaks  of  Himself  as  the  Door,  and 
He  says,  "  By  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved."  No 
matter  who  he  is  or  what  he  is ;  any  man  is  an  extensive  expression. 
Now,  saith  He,  I  am  the  good  Shepherd,  and  I  lay  down  my  life 
for  the  sheep.  I  have  power,  He  adds,  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have 
power  to  take  it  acain.  He  does  not  say  that  power  has  been 
communicated  to  Him,  but  He  says  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down, 
and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again.  He  had  this  power  of  Himself. 
Now,  what  blessedness  arises  from  this?  When  Jesus  Christ  laid  His 
life  down  for  His  sheep,  He  killed  to  all  eternity  all  deaths  connected 
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with  the  sheep ;  He  swallowed  up  death  in  victory,  and  by  His 
resurrection  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the  gospel. 
Well,  then,  what  does  He  say  further  on  this  subject?  "My 
sheep,"  He  says,  hear  My  voice,  and  I  know  them,  and  they  follow 
Me  :  and  I  give  untx>  them  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never  perish." 
Ah^  says  the  poor  soul,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  perish.  And  so  have 
you  and  I  said  a  thousand  times,  yet  it  has  never  come  to  pass. 
What  a  precious  mercy  it  is  that  God  never  condemns  us  for  what 
we  say — ^you  may  take  that  in  the  greatest  latitude  you  please. 
The  Lord  said  to  David,  "  I  will  deliver  thee  out  of  their  hand," 
David  said,  "  I  shall  one  day  die  by  the  hand  of  SauL"  When  you 
and  I  begin  to  consult  flesh  and  blood  about  flesh  and  blood 
matters,  what  formidable  enemies  do  the  children  of  Amalek 
appear !  Suppose  the  children  of  God  die  without  repentance,  say 
they.  Well,  but  they  never  do.  Suppose  the  children  of  Gou 
die  without  faith?  None  ever  did  so:  "I  give  unto  them  eternal 
life,  and  they  shall  never  perish."  Suppose  they  die  without  the 
fear  of  God  m  their  hearts  ?  That  is  impossible,  because  God  says, 
**  I  will  put  my  fear  into  your  hearts,  and  I  will  be  merciful  to  you, 
and  your  sins  will  1  remember  no  more."  This  is  God's  word. 
The  word  of  our  God  shall  stand  for  ever.  Why  shall  the  children 
never  perish  ?  Because  Jesus  Christ  has  put  away  their  sins  by 
the  sacrifice  of  Himsel£  Well,  then,  there  is  no  law  to  curse 
them  ?  No  law !  why  ?  Because  Jesus  Christ  has  been  made  a 
curse  for  us :  "  He  was  made  sin  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him."  There  is  our  standing. 
Well,  then,  •*  I  give  to  them  eternal  life."  Now,  you  are  aware 
that  nothing  can  be  added  to  eternal  life ;  and,  blessed  be  God, 
nothing  can  be  taken  from  it.  "  They  shall  never  perish,  neither 
shall  any  man  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand."  We  are  assured  not  only 
that  we  shall  "  never  perish,"  but  that  we  are  in  "  His  hands ;"  anq 
therefore,  as  Paul  says,  "  Who  shall  separate  us  firom  the  love , 
of  Christ?" 

Now,  is  there  a  poor  soul  here  that  is  filled  with  fears,  and 
doubts,  and  timidity,  and  exercises  of  mind ;  that  is,  writing  bitter 
things  against  himself?  Thou  shalt  not  perish:  '^I  give  unto 
them  eternal  life."  Oh,  says  the  poor  soul,  I  want  to  feel  the  en- 
joyment of  it,  and  to  feel  its  blessedness.  Think  of  eternal  life 
unalterable  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  don't  think  only  of  thy  experience 
of  the  blessedness  of  it.  He  is  Jesus  Christ  the  "  same  yesterday, 
to-day  and  for  ever."  What  does  He  say  to  you  ?  Why,  "  I  am 
the  Lord,  therefore  ye  sons  of  Jacob  are  not  consumed."  I  might 
quote  another  scripture  which  is  very  precious  to  my  soul  in  con- 
nection with  this  eternal  life — God  the  Father  giving  us  life  in 
His   Son,  and  Jesus  Christ  giving  to  us  eternal  life  in  Himself. 


2G0  zion's  witness. 

Now  comes  the  sweetness  of  the  experience  of  the  same  as  God 
manifests  it  to  our  hearts :  **  We  have  known  and  believed  the  love 
that  God  hath  to  ns."  Love  and  life  are  always  found  in  connec* 
lion  ;  they  are,  so  to  speak,  one  and  the  same  thing.  "  We  have 
known  and  believed  tne  love  that  God  bath  to  us.  God  is  love; 
and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dvelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him. 
Herein  i^  our  love  made  perfect,  that  we  may  have  boldness  in  the 
day  of  judgment;  because  as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world.- 

rause  one  moment  to  contemplate  these  eternal  realities.  Who 
can  calculate  the  blessedness  arising  to  Grod's  children  even  from 
the  last  sentence  1  quoted,  and  yet  they  are  always  fighting  against 
it.  Because  as  He  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world.  What  a  hold  we 
have  here  on  God's  truth,  faithfulness,  affection  and  delight. 
Nothing  can  alter  this  most  glorious  mercy. 

We  now  pass  on  to  the  next  particular:  **  Whether  Paul,  or 
Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death.*'  We  are  going 
to  speak  of  three  deaths  quite  different  from  that  death  which  we 
die  in  Adam.  What  are  these  deaths?  First,  the  death  of  Jesus 
Christ ;  secondly,  our  death  unto  sin ;  and,  thirdly,  our  death  to 
the  law.  These  deaths  are  unspeakable  mercies  to  God's  children ; 
you  will  never  get  to  heaven  without  them.  Oh,  how  sweetly  does 
raul  speak  of  one  of  them,  where  h^  says,  "1  was  alive  once" — 
only  once!  How?  "Without  the  law."  And  yet  he  tells  us 
that  as  touching  the  righteousness  which  was  in  the  law  he  w&s 
blameless.  Just  ponder  that,  and  find  out  if  you  can  the  blessed 
secret ;  see  whether  he  meant  the  ceremonial  law,  or  the  law  which 
James  calls  the  "  glorious  law  of  liberty."  '*  Sin  revived,"  says  the 
apostle,  "  and  I  died." 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, in  the  first  place,  that  Jesus  Christ,  in  His  own  person, 
though  He  took  our  nature,  was  not  subject  to  death  in  itself. 
Had  lie  been  the  subject  of  death  in  itself,  His  death  would  not 
have  been  so  gloriously  efficacious  as  it  is  now.  Why  ?  Because 
His  death  would  then  have  been  a  natural  consequence  arising 
from  His  subjection  to  it.  Being  the  eternal  God,  He  took  our 
flesh  and  blood  into  union  with  Himself,  and  He  was  *-holy,  harm- 
less, undefiled,  and  separate  from  sinners."  Then  mark,  had  Jesus 
Christ  been  the  subject  of  sin  He  would  have  been  the  ^^bject  of 
death,  and  had  He  been  the  subject  of  death  He  must  have  been 
the  subject  of  condemnation.  Then  if  we  admit  that,  away  go 
the  glorious  perfoctions  and  the  suretyship  of  the  Son  of  God. 
What  Jesus  Cnrist  became  was  His  own  voluntary  love  act  for  the 
redemption  of  the  Church  of  God.  By  taking  our  nature  He  came 
into  the  very  circumstances  of  the  (^hurih  of  God.  But  you  are 
to  remember  tlial  He  was  not  subject  to  mortality  as  you  and  I 
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are.  Not  subject  to  mortality  I  Perhaps  there  are  some  critics 
here.  I  hope  there  are.  Not  subject  to  mortality  I  Why?  Be- 
causa  mortality  was  the  eflFect  of  sin.  Well,  then,  it  was  His  own 
voluntary  act  as  our  Surety  that  He  came  into  the  Church's  nature, 
as  "  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,"  that  He  was  *^  made  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels,"  that  He  was  "  bom  of  a  w:oman,"  Oh,  it  is  a 
glorious  truth,  He  was  made  sin  for  us.  He  endured  the  curse  of 
the  law  for  us.  Here  we  have  His  own  acting  and  performing,  and 
God  the  Father's  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Church.  Now  do  you 
understand  these  glorious  truths?  ^If  you  do,  Jesus  Christ  is  pre- 
cious to  you:  I  mean  Christ  in  God.  There  are  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  Christs  preached  in  the  world,  but  there  is  only  one 
Christ  in  God.  Some  have  preached  a  peccable  Christ,  a  sinful 
Christ,  but  they  are  gone  out  of  the  world,  and  I  will  not  talk 
about  them. 

Well,  then,  by  the  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  life  and 
immortality  brought  to  light  If  you  look  into  the  28th  of  Ezekiel, 
at  the  loth  verse  you  will  find  these  words,  "  Thou  shalt  die  the 
deaths  of  the  uncircumcised."  Who  are  the  uncircumcised  ?  You 
and  I,  poor  Gentile  sinners ;  and  whatever  the  deaths  of  the  uncir- 
cumcised were,  Jesus  Christ  died  for  them.  I  have  heard  some 
ministers  attempt  to  explain  them,  speaking  of  natural  death, 
spiritual  death,  and  eternal  death.  I  like  to  explain  God's  mysteries 
from  God's  Word.  Christ  died  the  death  oi  the  uncircumcised; 
it  was  not  in  His  case  a  natural  death,  but  it  was  by  his  own 
voluntary  act  that  He  laid  down  His  life,  and  died  for  the  trans- 
gres»sions  of  the  people.  Now  this  death  is  an  eternal  one.  Nothing 
can.  be  added  to  it,  and  nothing  can  be  taken  from  it.  St.  Paul 
says,  "  Sin  entered,  and  death  by  sin,"  We  have  felt  the  eflFects 
of'^it,  and  we  lived  in  the  effects  of  it,  until  God  quickened  our 
souls.  "  Sin  entered,  and  death  by  sin."  Whatever  that  death 
was,  Jesus  Christ  destroyed  it.  As  Satan  had  the  power  of  death, 
so  by  His  death  He  destroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death, 
that  is  the  devil.  Here  is  a  glorious  deliverance  from  death,  with 
all  its  consequences,  which  we  inherited  from  the  first  Adam,  all 
being  removed  and  abolished  by  Jesus  Christ.  Death  can  do  no 
harm  to  the  child  of  God :  it  cannot  separate  him  from  eternal  love 
in  Jesus  Christ;  for  "blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord." 
Christ  Jesus  was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and  raised  again  for  our 
justification;  and  now  we  being  justified,  have  peace  with  God 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  no  death  to  the  believer, 
it  is  all  done  away. 

We  shall  now  make  one  or  two  remarks  upon  the  next  particular^ 
which  is  death  unto  sin. 

No  one  can  be  dead  to  sin  but  he  that  is  alive  in  Christ  Jesus. 


2f)2  ^ion's  witness. 

Upon  this  subject  the  children  sometimes  draw  extravagant  con- 
clusions. Oh^  if  I  were  dead  to  sin,  you  say,  do  you  think  I 
should  feel  sin  ?  I  reply.  Most  assuredly ;  for  it  is  only  those  who 
are  alive  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  are  at  all  conscious  of  sin  in  the  flesh. 
And  yet  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  being  dead  in  sin  we  can  live 
to  it  I  Why  ?  Simply  because  we  are  dead.  Do  you  understand 
this  glorious  subject?  What!  dead  to  sin— can  no  longer  live 
there?  The  Lord's  children  have  their  fears  about  it.  It  is  useless 
tb  be  continually  talking  of  preventives ;  the  spring  of  motion  is  in 
the  heart.  It  is  demonstrated  that  we  are  dead  to  sin,  and  sin 
never  can  have  dominion  over  us.  When  we  were  dead  in  sin,  we 
were  under  the  law ;  but  now  we  are  dead  to  sin,  we  are  no  more 
under  the  law  than  our  most  glorious  Christ.  May  the  Lord  open 
more  and  more  this  glorious  mercy.  I  know  it  is  a  hackneyed 
phrase  that  you  ought  to  throw  out  admonitions.  Admonitions  are 
all  very  good  in  their  way.  You  ought  to  preach  precept,  say 
some.  So  I  will :  but,  **  having  therefore  these  promises,  dearly 
beloved,  let  us  cleanse  ourselves  from  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and 
spirit,  perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God,"  you  cannot  live 
without  it  now.  Putting  off  the  old  man,  which  is  carnal,  with  all 
his  deeds — removing  absolutely  everything  that  belongs  to  the 
creature-  and  what  then  ?  Putting  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
making  no  provision  for  the  flesh.  As  John  sweetly  says,  ^^  He 
that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  purifieth  himself,  even  as  He  is  piire.*^ 
The  man  or  woman  will  be  dead  to  sin — sin  cannot  touch  them — 
he  lives  without  sin  because  he  is  in  union  with  the  most  glorious 
Ohrist.  I  have  my  feelings  in  the  flesh,  but  I  certainly  cannot  so 
didionour  my  God  as  to  think  that  sin  will  ever  get  the  mastery 
over  me.  Well  but,  say  you,  do  not  you  pray  the  Lord  to  keep  it 
down  ?  I  will  tell  you  what  I  pray  for,  I  priay  for  the  Lord  to  help 
me  up,  and  then  J  am  sure  that  sin  will  never  keep  me  down : 
**  Hold  thoa  me  up  and  I  shall  be  safe.'' 

How  do  you  get  on  under  your  oppressions?  Why,  I  am 
oppressed,  but  then  1  know  that  under  me  are  the  everlasting  arms. 
1  really  do  not  know  what  people  mean  when  they  speak  about 
preaching  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Ohrist.  Th^y  speak  as  though  there 
were  something  wonderful  for  the  creature  to  do,  when  in  fact  it 
is  God  that  '^  worketh  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of  His  good 
pleasure." 

We  must  now  very  briefly  notice  the  next  particular,  namely, 
that  we  are  dead  to  the  law.  Now  vou  know  that  this  is  a  doctrine 
which  all  the  lawyers  are  opposed  to.  I  do  not  mean  the  lawyers 
which  stand  up  in  Lincoln  s  Inn,  but  I  mean  the  lawyers  who 
stand  up  in  pulpits.  What  are  they  talking  about  there?  The 
law.     Why,  if  they  had  ever  felt  the  spirituality  of  the  law  in 
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their  hearts,  they  would  never  attempt  to  handle  it,  they  would 
never  hold  up  the  law  before  the  eyes  of  their  people.  Well,  (say 
sorae)  dp  not  go  too  far.  I  say  that  we  are  dead  to  the  law,  and 
bein^  dead  to  the  law,  there  is  not  one  command  in  that  law  which 
is  left  upon  the  Church  of  Christ  If  I  am  dead  to  the  law  and 
crucMied  with  Christ,  my  life  is  secure,  and  salvation  is  my  glorious 
portion. 


TO  OUR  FRIENDS  IN  THE  NORTH. 

Beloved  in  tub  Lorb, — How  we  daily  have  to  prove  the  truth- 
fulness of  the  following  portion :  *^  In  me ;  that  is,  in  my  flesh, 
dwelleth  no  good  thing."  This  is  a  secret  hidden  from  all  the 
natural  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam ;  for  every  natural  man  sup- 
poses that  he  is  not  altogether  void  of  goodness.  But  the  child  of 
God  well  knows  that  when  he  would  do  good,  evil  is  present  with 
him ;  therefore  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good  he  finds  not 
When,  however,  the  mind  is  raised  above  what  he  is  in  the  flesh, 
and  he  is  enabled  to  see  that  all  his  goodness  dwells  perpetually  in 
Christ,  that  he  possesses  nothing  to  commend  him  to  God's  favor 
but  Christ,  and  that  the  great  Jehovah  is  infinitely  more  satisfied 
with  the  atonement  of  Christ  than  He  possibly  can  be  dissatisfied 
with  his  sin,  he  then  becomes  <^  satisfiea  with  substance,  and  filled 
with  the  blessing  of  the  Lord."  He  can  then  honor  the  Lord  with 
his  substance,  instead  of  continually  dishonoring  Him  with  his 
empty  shade.  His  eye  at  once  becomes  single,  and  his  whole  body 
is  filled  with  light  Then  the  poor  sinner  can  look  unto  Him,  and 
be  enlightened,  and  his  face  is  not  ashamed.  But  all  the  time  the 
living  child  gets  poring  over  what  he  finds  himself  in  union  to  a 
natural  head,  mourning  his  loss  in  the  creature,  there  is  nothing 
but  gloominess  and  darkness ;  and  how  is  this  ?  *^  Behold,  there 
is  death  in  the  pot"  The  Lord  never  intended  that  we  should 
find  satisfaction  in  ourselves ;  for  if  we  did,  we  should  be  more 
inclined  than  ever  to  strut  about  in  our  own  creature  righteous- 
ness. Oat  of  this  He  mercifully  brings  us :  away  from  this  He 
lovingly  leads  us.  The  Lord  says,  "  The  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is 
wisdom;  and  to  depart  from  iniquity,  that  is  understanding.'* 
Therefore  to  depart  from  self  is  spiritual  understanding  which  none 
but  living  children  are  blest  with.  But  we  shall  not  depart  from 
that  with  which  we  are  engrossed.  All  the  time  we  are  pleased 
with  self,  we  shall  not  deny  self.  All  the  time  that  we  are  satisfied 
with  the  creature,  we  shall  not  be  disposed  to  say,  '*  Whom  have  I 
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in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire 
beside  thee."  The  Lord  is  therefore  pleased  to  bring  us  into  the 
experience  of  what  Kent  says  in  the  following  verse — 

'*  If  to-day  He  deign  to  bless  us,  »    , 

With  a  sense  of  pardoned  sin, 
He  to-morrow  may  distress  us, 

Make  us  feel  the  plagiie  within : 

All  to  make  us 
Sick  of  self,  and  fond  of  Him." 

None  are  **  sick  of  selP  but  living  children ;  and  none  are  "  fond 
of  Him"  but  real  sons  and  daughters :  and  these  would  have  lived 
and  died  ignorant  of  both  self  and  the  Lord,  had  it  not  been  that 
they  were  "  made  willing  in  the  day  of  His  power/'  To  these 
living  children  we  would  now  write,  and  say, 

*'From  self,  from  slavish  fear,  and  sin, 
My  fair  one,  come  away." 

Why  shouldyou  mourn  on  account  of  what  you  feel  and  find  in 
yourself?  The  Lord  says,  "  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved  :'* 
He  does  not  tell  us  to  look  into  ourselves :  and  when  we  look  unto 
Him,  it  must  be  away  from  self.  If  I  look  at  the  sun  I  cannot  see 
the  earth :  and  the  Lord  says,  "  Arise,  my  love,  my  fair  one,  and 
come  away."  It  is  as  Peter  expresses  it,  **Unto  whom  coming:" 
and  if  it  be  unto  Him  comim^  it  must  be  from  self  going.  When 
the  three  Mary's  were  looking  into  the  empty  grave  for  Christ, 
this  question  was  put  to  them,  "  Why  seek  ye  the  living  among  the 
dead  ?"  But  they  came  to  anoint  Him.  Christ  was  not  to  be 
anointed  in  the  grave.  He  was  anointed  for  His  burial  by  Mary 
inthe  house  of  Simon  be^re  He  died;  and  He  is  anointed  with 
the  oil  of  gladness,  grace  being  poured  into  His  lips,  that  He 
might  speak  gracious  words  into  our  hearts.  He  alone  can  speak 
a  word  in  season  to  him  that  is  weary ;  and 

"  When  He  speaks,  His  words  are  cheering, 
Causing  bliss,  ay,  bliss  complete.*' 

It  is  in  vain  to  look  for  the  second  Adam  in  Adam  the  first — '*He 
is  not  here,  He  is  risen.*'     "  He  was  delivered  for  our  offences,  and 
raised  again  for  our  justification.*'     He  lives,  we  live  in  union  to 
•Him. 

**  What  comfort  this  sweet  sentence  gives— 
I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives  !" 

(  To  be  concluded  in  our  next,) 

"  True^Light's'*  Pathway  will  be  resumed  next  month ;  also  letters  of  "  Beaper"  aad 
**  Qleaner."    Wo  did  not  intend  so  much  of  ours  to  appear.    It  shall  not  occur  again. — Bp. 
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GLEANINGS  FROM   THE   PULPIT. 
(  Continued  from  page  258.) 

You  that  were  here  this  morning  will  remember  that  we  read 
this  as  our  text  then,  and  that  we  went  over  some  of  the  glories 
therein  contained;  but  we  well  know  that  we  shall  never  fathom 
the  mighty  depths  comprehended  in  this  verse,  or  enter  into  half 
the  blessedness  couchea  in  these  words ;  nevertheless,  if  the  Spirit 
take  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  reveal  them  unto  us ;  if  He  grant 
us  to  realise  our  interest  in  them,  and  to  rejoice  in  our  oneness 
with  the  Lamb  of  God ;  if  He  bring  to  our  remembrance  past  Bethel 
seasons,  and  the  many  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  at  the  covenant 
hand  of  our  covenant  God;  if  He  remind -us  of  former  deliverances, 
and  of  the  many  precious  words  He  has  spoken  to  us;  if  He  cause 
His  goodness  again  to  pass  before  us,  and  show  unto  us  what  He 
has  done  for  us,  and  how  He  has  brought  us  on  to  the  present 
moment  with  a  high  hand,  and  with  an  outstretched  arm,  we  shall 
feel  it  good  to  be  here :  we  shall  bless  the  Lord  for  what  He  has 
accomplished  for  us,  and  for  what  He  has  wrought  in  us ;  and  we 
shall  be  raised  above  this  dusty,  dusky  stage  of  time.  O  I  may  the 
Lord  work  eifectually,  gloriously,  wondrously:  may  words  flow 
from  the  gracious  lips  of  our  King  Immanuel,  and  may  we  be 
absent  from  the  body,  in  heart-realisation,  and  present  with  the 
Lord,  in  soul-enjoyment.  '^  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there 
IS  liberty,'*  "  Stand  fast  therefore  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ 
hath  made  us  free,  and  be  not  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of 
bondage.**    "  For  ye  have  not  received  the  Spirit  of  bondage  again 


S66  zion's  witness. 

to  fear,  but  ye  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption^  whereby  we 
cry  Abba,  Father."  None  can  cry  "  Abba,  Father,**  but  those 
who  have  the  Spirit  of  adoption ;  or,  as  it  is  written  in  another 
place,  ^^the  Spirit  of  His  Son  ;**  these  alone  have  access  by  &ith 
into  this  grace  wherein  the  Church  stands,  these  alone  can  draw 
near  with  a  true  heart  in  full  assurance  of  faith.  We  could  not  say 
these  words  when  we  were  first  quickened  into  life,  we  dared  not 
adopt  such  confident  terms  until  the  Spirit  bare  witness  with  our 
spirit  that  we  were  amongst  the  jewels  in  the  crown  of  our  glorious 
Christ.  Matter  of  course  will  not  satisfy  God's  living  c£aldrea ; 
they  cannot  take  things  for  granted ;  perailventnres  or  may  Ms  will 
not  avail :  no  creature  power  can  persuade  them  that  it  will  be  well 
with  them  when  time  shall  be  no  more  with  them :  nothing  sbcHt 
of  a  word  firom  the  Lord  will  produce  assurance  and  confidence ; 
nothing  but  a  manifestation  of  His  power  will  cause  them  to  realise 
that  their  names  were  enrolled  firom  eternity  in  the  Lamb's  book 
of  life,  that  they  were  amongst  that  blest  number  who  were  given 
by  the  Father  into  the  hands  of  Christ  before  time,  that  they  were 
redeemed  from  the  Adam-transgression  by  precious  blood,  and 
that  they  are  kings  and  priests  unto  God,  The  Holy  Ghost,  the 
Minister  of  the  New  Testament,  alone  can  apply  the  Word  with 
power,  and  seal  it  home  with  dew  and  unction.  We  have  no  more 
power  to  persuade  a  child  of  God  of  his  exalted  position  in  Christ 
than  we  have  to  create  a  world,  to  blot  the  sun  from  the  heavens, 
or  to  bind  the  surging  ocean.  Power  belongeth  unto  God,  and 
it  is  not  by  creature-might,  nor  by  natural^power,  but  by  my 
Spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  It  is  but  for  Him  to  speak,  and  to 
whisper  peace,  and  all  the  turmoil  of  life  is  instantly  forgotten ;  it 
is  but  for  Him  to  say,  '*Eat,  O  fi^iends;  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly, 
O  beloved,"  and  we  feed  on  love,  and  sit  at  love's  table.  Love  is 
the  atmosphere  we  inhale,  and  when  His  banner  of  love,  waving 
in  the  breeze  of  the  eternal  Spirit,  floats  over  our  heads,  we  not 
only  receive  Christ,  but  we  exult  in  Him.  What  said  David  ?  '^In 
my  prosperity  I  said,  I  shall  never  be  moved.  Lord,  by  Thy  favor 
Thou  hast  made  my  mountain  to  stand  strong :"  and  have  we  not 
adopted  the  same  language  ?  Child  of  God,  we  know  our  standing 
is  sure,  and  though  we  ofttimes  fear  and  tremble,  we  are  assured 
that  our  foundation  is  immoveble,  and  that  we  have  an  immutable 
basis;  nevertheless,  have  we  not  often  exclaimed  with  the  Psalmist, 
"  Thou  didst  hide  Thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled  ?"  He  did  not 
mean  that  the  rock  could  be  shaken,  or  the  foundation  be  removed, 
but  he  missed  the  presence  of  his  best  Friend.  Just  so  is  it  in  the 
experience  of  God's  living  children  still;  when  the  Lord  manifests 
Himself  they  go  in  before  the  King  and  bless  Him  who  hath  dealt 
so  bountifully  with  them ;  they  commune  with  Him  and  speak  to 
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Him  as  a  man  speaketh  unto  his  friend ;  but  when  He  hides  His 
face  they  mourn  His  absence ;  He  covers  Himself  with  a  cloud,  and 
He  leaves  them>  that  is^  in  manifestation,  in  the  development  of 
His  goodness,  in  the  unfolding  of  His  covenant  purpose;  and  then 
it  is  they  are  troubled,  and  say,  ^^  As  the  heart  panteth  after  the 
water-brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  after  Thee,  O  God,  My  soul 
thirsleth  for  God,  for  the  living  God :  when  shall  I  come  and  appear 
before  God  ?"  or  when  shall  I  appear  again  before  Him  ?  when 
shall  I  again  be  satisfied  with  favor  and  full  with  the  blessing  of 
the  Lord?  When  shall  I  again  realise  the  clear  shining?  Job 
knew  something  of  this:  he  said,  "  Oh  that  I  knew  where!  might 
find  Him  I  that  I  might  come  even  to  His  seat  I"  He  longed  for 
another  manitiestation  of  the  Lord's  love  to  his  soul ;  but  when  his 
glorious  Beloved  again  caused  him  to  sit  under  His  shadow  with 
great  delight,  he  had  all  he  could  desire,  and  alLthat  he  could 
realise. 

"  But  ah !  when  these  short  visits  end, 
Tho*  not  quite  left  alone. 
We  miss  the  presence  of  our  Friend, 
Like  one  whose  comfort's  gone*" 

And  show  me  a  child  of  God  who  is  not  troubled  when  the  Lord 
hides  His  face  !  '^  In  the  light  of  the  King's  countenance  is  life, 
and  His  favor  is  as  a  cloud  of  the  latter  rain,"  but  when  He  with- 
draws His  sensible  presence,  like  Abraham  of  old,  we  have  to  return 
to  our  own  place.  There  is  reality  in  true  religion,  in  vital  godli- 
ness ;  there  is  no  delusion  in  communion  with  the  Lord.  One 
sings, 

"  Communion  wiih  our  Gh>d,  how  aweet» 
But  0 !  the  hours  how  few, 
When  we  can  sit  at  Jesu's  feet. 
And  foxes  not  pursue**' 

How  often  do  we  find  ten  thousand  thoughts  obtrude  into  the  mind 
when  we  would  rehearse  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord,  and  utter 
forth  the  memory  of  His  great  goodness,  and  we  look  for  Him  to 
shine  again ;  we  wait  and  watch  for  Him  more  than  they  that  watch 
fcr  the  morning;  we  long  for  a  fresh  development  of  His  power, 
and  in  His  own  time  He  comes  and  puts  a  wrestling  spirit  within 
us,  and  then  He  says,  ^'  Let  me  go,  for  the  day  breaketh*"  O 
Lord  I  we  reply.  How  can  we  let  Thee  go  ?  Our  soul  is  on  fire, 
our  spirit  in  a  flam^,.t]bie  moment  our  heart  has  longed  for  has 
come,  the^  welcome  day  has  dawned,  we  will  not,  we  cannot,  let 
Thee  gP\f%9^Vt  thou  bless  us.  These  are  some  of  the  breathings 
of  the^  ^pu^enold  of  faith;  love  constrains  them  to  speak  thus: 
th^y  :i|van)L.to  Realise  His  favor;  they  want  the  Lord  to  bless  them  with 
fresh  manifestations.     O !  renew  Thy  visits ;  ^^  Restore  unto  me  the 
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joy  of  Thy  salvation,''  let  this  be  the  time  to  faror  me.  These  are 
some  of  the  cries  of  one  made  alive  from  the  dead.  The  good  old 
com  of  the  land,  and  the  wine  of  the  kingdom,  will  alone  satisfy 
spiritual  minds:  God's  children  must  drink  of  living  water  from 
tne  well  of  Bethlehem,  and  partake  of  bread  com  bruised ;  they 
must  feed  by  precious  faith  on  the  slaughtered  Lamb,  though  it 
be  with  bitter  herbs,  and  Jesus  saith,  "  These  things  I  have  spoken 
unto  you.  that  in  Me  ye  m^ht  have  peace.  In  the  world  ye  shall 
have  tribulatioD."  Then  why  complain  of  the  tribnlated  pathway  ? 
Why  repine  at  the  Lord's  dispensations  ? 

"  'Tu  the  right  way,  though  dark  and  rough. 
Mysterious,  yet  'tis  plain  enough." 

And  our  Beloved,  moreover,  saysi  **  I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a 
way  that  they  knew  not ;  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  that  they  have 
not  known ;  I  will  make  darkness  liffht  before  them,  and  crooked 
things  straight.  These  things  will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  forsake 
them."  O !  how  blessed  to  know  He  always  watches  over  His 
people,  and  ever  encircles  them  in  His  arms  of  love,  and  that 
though  they  may  have  to  pass  through  much  tribulation,  yet  that 
they  are  at  all  times  heirs  of  God  and  joint*heirs  with  Jesus  Christ, 
and  not  only  so,  but  that  He  will  grant  every  member  of  His 
Church  elect  an  abundant  entrance  into  His  everlasting  kingdom. 

**  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  walk  ye 
in  Him.  Our  text  is  addressed  exclusively  to  those  who  have 
received  Him,  to  those  who  have  been  made  partakers  of  the  Divine 
nature,  to  those  who  have  been  called  with  an  high  and  an  holy 
callijg*  I  suppose  we  shall  have  the  usual  charge  laid  to  us  to- 
night of  preaching  to  saints  and  not  to  sinners,  but  we  well  know 
that  all  the  saints  of  Ood  are  sinners — sinners  saved  by  grace — and 
those  who  say  such  things  prove  that  they  are  ignorant  of  the 
truth  in  Jesus.  These  words  will  alone  apply  to  those  who  have 
received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  in  His  eternal  power  and  Godhead; 
received  Him  as  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  who  fainteth 
not,  neither  is  weary;  received  Him  as  their  Kinsman-Redeemer, 
tLeir  Brother  born  for  adversity,  their  Friend  that  loveth  at  all 
times ;  received  Him  as  their  Refuge,  their  Companion  in  Tribula- 
tion, the  High  Priest  of  their  profession ;  received  Him  as  the 
Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father,  the  PJrince  of  Peace,  the 
Ancient  of  Days ;  received  Him  in  His  atoning  sacrifice ;  received 
Him  in  His  spotless  righteousness ;  received  Him  in  His  powerful 
and  prevalent  intercession;  received  Him  in  all  He  has  accom- 
plished, in  His  doing,  dying,  and  rising  again ;  received  Him  as 
Alpha ;  received  Him  as  Omega ;  as  the  first,  as  the  last,  as  the 
beginning,  as  the  ending,  yea,  as  All  and  in  All ;  and  to  those  who 
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have  received  Him  bo  gloriously,  so  sweetly,  so  blessedly,  we  would 
say,  "  Walk  in  Him."  Child  of  God  1  you  know  you  have  received 
Him,  but  you  know  also  that  you  never  merited  this  favor,  and 
why  did  you  receive  Him  ?  O I  how  important  the  question  when 
you  realise  that  thousands  are  swept  avray  without  hearing  of 
Jesus,  and  thousands  more  who  have  a  name  to  live,  but  who  are 
dead;  who  have  a  form  of  godliness,  but  who  deny  the  power 
thereof;  whose  profession  is  only  a  delusion.  You  know  you  have 
received  Him,  not  iu  profession,  but  in  possession ;  not  in  shadow, 
but  in  substance  ;  yon  know  that  He  dwells  in  you,  and  that  yon 
dwell  in  His  heart  by  precious  faith ;  and  the  only  reason  that  caa 
be  assigned  is  "  Even  so.  Father ;  for  so  it  seemed  good  in  Thy 
sight."  What  cause  have  yon  to  bless  His  name?  What  cause 
for  gratitude  to  the  God  of  all  your  mercies  that  He  has  not  per- 
mitted you  to  go  with  the  multitude,  with  the  stream  (as  it  were), 
but  that  He  has  raised  you  up  and  brought  you  out,  that  He  has 
placed  your  feet  upon  a  rock,  and  put  a  new  song  into  your  mouthy 
even  praise  unto  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  I  If  yoiur  heart  were 
ten  thousand  times  larger  than  it  is,  it  would  not  be  large  enough 
to  give  Him  the  praise  due  unto  His  name  for  His  mercy  which 
has  been  manifested  toward  you.  How  often  do  we  circumscribe 
and  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  and  draw  fleshly  conclusions  and 
fleshly  inferences  from  surrounding  circumstances,  instead  of  feeling 
"It  is  the  Lord,  let  Him  do  what  seemeth  Him  good."  We  think 
too  lightly  of  all  our  mercies,  and  all  our  privileges.  Ah  I  do  we 
prize  half  sufficiently  our  union-oneness  with  the  Lord  ?  Do  we 
value  as  we  should  our  relationship  with  the  King  Eternal,  Im- 
mortal, Invisible,  the  only  wise  God  ?  Do  we  not  too  often  lose 
sight  of  our  blessed  position  in  Him,  our  glorious  condition ;  and  do 
we  not  foi^et  that  relative  tie  which  exists  between  us  and  our 
Head?  What  cause  have  we  as  sheep  of  His  fold,  as  children  of 
His  choice,  to  extol  and  magnify  Him  ?  What  cause  to  praise 
Him  night  and  day  for  the  reception  of  Chri^t?  We  love  to  trace 
everything  to  its  source,  to  the  fountain,  to  covenant  love ;  had  it 
not  been  for  covenant  love,  there  would  have  been  no  covenant 
blood,  and  no  covenant  righteousness,  there  would  have  been  no 
covenant  children ;  but  it  is  written  "  the  counsel  of  peace — or  the 
covenant  of  love — shall  be  between  them  both,"  that  is,  between 
the  Father  and  the  Son ;  and  thus  saith  Jehovah,  "  I  will  preserve 
Thee,  and  give  Thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people."  Hence  Christ 
Himself  is  the  covenant.  How  forgetful  are  we  of  His  love  !  We 
have  no  gratitude  and  no  thanksgiving  in  our  hearts  unless  He 
bestow  these  gifts;  we  have  no  feeling  sense  of  His  love  unless  He 
be  pleased  to  cause  a  development  therein ;  and  although  in  mystic 
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oneness  with  Him,  how  often  do  we  lose  sight  of  our  dignity,  oor 
beanty,  our  glory  in  Him  I  Sometimes  we  attempt  to  pour  out 
our  hearts  before  Him,  and  we  tell  Him  how  unmindful  we  are, 
and  we  petition  Him  to  give  us  gratitude,  for  He  alone  can  pro- 
duce it  in  our  hearts;  we  intreat  Him  to  bless  our  blessings.  He 
has  promised  to  abundantly  bless  the  provision  of  His  house,  and 
to  satisfy  His  living  poor  with  bread;  We  are  constrsdned  to 
confess  tnat  it  is  an  inestimable  blessing  to  have  spiritual  food  in 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  but  unless  He  bless  it  to  us,  we  are  not 
satisfied.  We  love  Him  to  bless  the  Word  of  life  to  ui^  to  break 
the  living  bread,  and  to  give  it  to  us,  even  as  He  did  to  ^e  dis- 
ciples of  old  literally;  and  unless  He  be  pleased  to  bless  it  to  us, 
no  gratitude  of  heart  will  flow  forth.  The  living  children  of  God 
here  present  can  corroborate  what  we  say ;  they  know  that  as  well 
might  they  look  for  pearls  among  the  shingles  on  our  shores  as  for 
contentment  and  gratitude  in  their  own  hearts.  At  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances,  we  find  in  U8«  that  is  in  our  flesh,  there 
dwelleth  no  good  thing,  and  we  deplore  our  ingratitude,  we  mourn 
over  our  ungratefulness ;  we  would  praise  our  gracious  Lord,  and 
magnify  Him  who  alone  is  worthy ;  we  would  sing  more  sweet, 
more  loud,  and  Christ  should  be  our  song,  but  we  feel  we  are  earth- 
bound,  sin-bound,  world-bound,  time-bound.  Like  a  bird  in  a 
cage,  we  flap  our  fettered  wings  against  the  side  of  our  prison,  and 
we  lone  to  pinion  them  and  to  fly  away,  and  to  mount  aloft,  but 
**the  vision  is  for  an  appointed  time,"  and  the  Lord  grants  us 
sweet  earnests  and  foretastes  of  the  joys  above  now.  It  is  only  for 
Him  to  say,  "  Arise,  my  love,  my  fair  one,  and  come  away,"  and 
we  spar  away  at  once,  we  sit  at  His  feet,  and  listen  to  the  gracious 
words  which  proceed  from  His  mouth.  We  smell  the  fragrance 
and  the  odour  of  His  perfumes ;  we  are  ravished  with  His  love, 
and  we  say,  '*  Let  Him  kiss  me  with  the  kisses  of  His  mouth." 
**  He  is  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand."  ^^  His  mouth  is  most 
sweet;  yea.  He  is  altogether  lovely.  This  is  my  Beloved,  and  this 
is  my  Friend,  O  daughters  of  Jerusalem." 

Perhaps  there  may  be  some  in  our  presence  who  will  be  ready 
to  say,  1  ou  are  going  beyond  us,  we  have  never  been  privileged  to 
realise  these  heavenly  favors,  we  have  never  felt  such  nearness 
of  access,  such  holy  boldness,  and  we  fear  we  shall  never  know 
these  secrets  and  enjoy  these  new-covenant  blessings.  O,  why 
should  you  think  this  r  It  is  as  much  the  Lord's  work  in  your 
soul  at  the  commencement  of  the  divine  life,  in  the  first  dawning 
of  light  therein,  as  in  the  after  stages  thereof:  He  commences  as 
well  as  continues.  You  know  that  in  a  long  journey  you  are  as 
much  on  the  road  at  the  first  step  as  when  nearing  the  end ;  just 
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SO,  if  you  have  been  taught  one  lesson  in  the  grace-school  of  Christ, 
the  Lord  will  teach  you  more,  and  lead  you  more  fully  into  the 
mysteries  of  His  spiritual  kingdom:  you  may  not  be  so  far  advanced 
as  many  of  the  children  of  God  are,  that  is,  in  knowledge,  but  if 
you  have  passed  from  death  to  life,  from  the  kingdom  of  Satan  into 
the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son,  you  shall  never  come  into  condem- 
nation, and  as  Toplady  said  in  bis  day, 

*'  More  happy,  bnt  not  more  secure, 
Are  glorified  spiriti  in  heaven." 

<<  He  which  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  you  will  perform  it  until 
the  day  of  Jesus  Christ"  You  would  like  to  feel  the  entwinings 
of  His  love,  you  would  like  to  realise  the  blessedness  of  communion 
with  the  Lord,  but,  in  feeling,  you  are  at  an  infinite  distance  from 
Him.  O I  cheer  up!  *^  Yet  a  little  while,  and  He  that  shall  come 
will  come,  and  will  not  tarry;"  and  though  thy  beginnings  be 
small,  yet  thy  latter  end  shall  greatly  increase.  <^  A  little  one 
shall  become  a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong  nation :  I  the 
Jehovah  will  hasten  it  in  His  time." 

"  The  work  which  His  goodness  hegan 
The  arm  of  His  strength  will  complete ; 
His  promise  is  yea  and  amen, 
And  never  was  forfeited  yet." 

He  is  faithful  that  hath  promised,  and 

"  The  voice  that  rolls  the  stars  along 
Speaks  all  the  promises.'* 

You  shall  yet  say,  "My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and  my 
spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour ;"  and  what  Simeon  was 

Srivileged  to  do  licerally,  you  shall  do  spiritually,  namely,  take 
esus  in  the  arms  of  faith  and  love,  and  exclaim  with  him,  *'  Lord, 
aow  lettest  Thou  Thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  Thy 
Word ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  Thy  salvation :"  you  will  then  feel 
you  are  ready  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better, 
and  you  will  say,  "  Come,  Lord  Jesus ;  come  quickly."  O I  blessed 
moment.     O I  blissful  time. 

There  are  doubtless  some  here  who  can  remember  when  they 
received  Christ,  and  when  they  apprehended  their  union  with 
Him.  We  know  that  all  blessings  were  treasured  up  for  the  Church 
from  everlasting,  but  there  are  developments,  openings  and  un- 
foldings  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  members  thereof.  The  Lord  leads 
His  children  on  from  strength  to  strength  ;  He  teaches  them  here, 
and  instructs  them  there,  and  thus  they  grow  up  into  Him  in  all 
things,  which  is  the  Head,  even  Christ.     I  believe  that  I  received 
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Ohrist  when  the  Lord  first  qntckened  me  into  life :  but  He  kept 
me  waiting  five  years  before  He  brought  me  into  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.  I  knew  not  my  blest  condition  to  my 
soul's  satisfaction^  to  my  heart's  realisation  ;  but  it  is  written,  *^  He 
that  sowcth  the  good  seed  ia  the  Son  of  Man,"  and  '^  He  saith  not, 
«nd  to  seeds,  as  of  many :  but  as  of  one,  and  to  Thy  seeds  which 
is  Christ;"  hence,  if  you  have  only  been  -made  alive  from  the 
dead  this  day,  Christ  is  formed  in  your  heart  the  hope  of  glory ; 
if  life  has  been  communicated  to  you,  you  can  never  perish,  and 
why  ?  Because  Ohrist  is  that  life.  "God  hath  given  to  us  eternal 
Ufe«  and  this  life  is  in  His  Son ;"  and  if  you  are  in  living  oneness 
with  Him,  Christ  is  as  much  your  life  as  He  is  Paul's,  as  much 
your's  as  Abraham's,  or  Isaac's,  or  Jacob's,  or  any  of  the  blood 
royal  host  now  glorified.  O !  how  blessed  is  it  to  reflect  and 
ponder  over  this  fact:  how  sweet  to  meditate  on  this  precious 
reality.  If  only  just  emerged  firom  death  to  life,  we  possess  eternal 
life,  and  we  can  never  come  into  condemnation.  Adam,  in  his 
primitive  rectitude,  had  a  periect  natural  life,  but  not  a  spiritual 
life ;  the  Lord  promised  him  an  earthly  estate  if  he  obeyed  His 
commands,  but  He  did  not  make  him  one  spiritual  promise  until 
after  the  fall.  Infinite  mercy  that  He  could  not  forfeit  those 
blessings  which  were  treasured  up  in  Christ!  All  promises 
respecting  tie  Church,  the  body  of  Christ,  were  made  to  her  Head 
by  the  Father  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  and  though  we 
fell  in  union  to  a  natural  head,  yet  nothing  could  intertere  with 
our  dignity  and  our  blessedness  in  Jesus.  "  As  He  is«  so  are  we 
in  this  world."  Child  of  God,  you  may  not  apprehend  your  per- 
fection and  completeness,  but  Christ  is  not  perfect  without  His 
elect  members :  they  all  partake  of  His  perfection,  and  this  perfec- 
tion cannot  be  marred,  this  beauty  cannot  be  tarnished.  '^  As  we 
have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthly,  we  shall  also  bear  the  image 
of  the  heavenly,"  and  when  we  can  realise  a  little  of  the  glory  in 
our  own  souls,  we  pour  contempt  on  all  things  beside,  and  we 
count  them  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord.  Our  goodness  is  as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as  the 
early  dew  it  goeth  away,  but  we  are  satisfied  when  we  awake  vrith 
His  likeness,  and  He  is  Head  over  all  things  to  the  Church  which 
is  His  body,  the  fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all.  He  con- 
stitutes our  fiilness,  and  He  fills  all  His  vessels  to  overflowing; 
they  were  afore  prepared  unto  gloiy,  and  as  He  enables  us  to  par- 
take of  Him,  and  by  precious  faith  to  realise  Him,  our  Beloved, 
our  heart  enlarges,  our  mind  expands :  and  when  we  can  enjoy 
copious  streams  m>m  that  river  which  maketh  glad  the  city  of  Goo, 
we  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  and  we  feel 
that  we  can  never  fathom  that  mighty  deep,  or  impoverish  that 
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glorious  Fountain.  No  matter  how  exercised  and  cast  down 
before,  we  find  the  waters  are  so  buoj'ant^  that  we  are  raised  above 
the  begfi^arly  elements  of  this  time-state,  and  we  set  to  our  seal  that 
God  is  faithful^  and  that  He  is  true.  I  cAn  now  look  back  to  the 
time  when  the  Lord  first  commenced  His  work  in  my  soul,  and 
I  can  trace  the  way  He  has  led  me;  and  I  see  that  what  He 
did  in  the  days  of  His  flesh  literally.  He  has  don^for  me  spiritually. 
\^  hen  He  made  me  willifig  in  the  day  of  His  power,  I  saw  at  a 
glance  that  He  had  accotnpUshei  everything  in  eternity,  and  I  felt 
that  His  counsel  must  stand,  but  I  knew  not  nt  that  time  that  I 
had  an  interest  in  that  covenant  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure. 
1  had  sips  of  the  brook  by  the  way,  gleams  of  glory,  foretastes ;  a 
glimmer  of  hope  would  now  and  then  arise  in  my  soul,  a  "  Who 
can  tell  ?*'  would  spring  iip,  and  "  Hope  maketh  not  ashamed,"  but 
I  could  not  say,  "  My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His""  I  am 
privileged  now  to  swim  in  the  ocean  of  His  love,  but  in  those 
tr^'ing  days  I  had  life  in  my  soul,  Christ  was  there,  though  I  knew 
it  not ;  but  even  then  I  could  say,  from  the  innermost  recesses  of 
my  heart, 

"  Boast  not,  ye  sons  of  earth, 

Nor  look  with  scornful  eyes  ; 
Above  your  highest  mirth, 

Our  saddest  hours  we  prize ; 
For  tho'  our  cup  seems  fili'd  with  gall, 
There's  something  secret  sweetens  all.** 

And  that  secret  something  was  Christ*  We  love  to  see  everything 
concentrated  in  our  glorious  Lord,  in  our  blessed  Jesus.  Creation 
now  teems  with  glory,  all  around  us  appear  to  be  bursting  into 
life;  everv  plant,  every  twig,  shows  forth  His  handiwork.  He 
created  all  things  by  the  breath  of  His  mouth;  He  is  the  life  of 
everything  in  nature,  and  He  is  the  life  of  all  His  people,  and  we 
delight  to  magnify  Uim  and  to  crown  Him  Lord  of  all.  Some 
tell  us  we  should  preach  more  practically ;  they  say  we  harp  too 
much  on  one  string,  and  preach  Christ  too  frequently;  but,  can 
we,  child  of  God  ?  O !  no.  He  is  our  one  object,  oiu:  only  subject ; 
He  is  in  us  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  everlasting  life,  and 
He  says,  '^  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man  and  dritik 
His  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  We  have  the  life  of  God  in 
our  souls,  and  we  need  the  old  corn  of  the  land,  and  the  wine  of 
the  kingdom;  these  spiritual  realities  will  alone  cheer  and  refi^esh 
God's  living  children :  it  is  useless  to  tell  them  about  their  duties, 
they  like  to  hear  of  their  privileges;  they  like  to  hear  of  their  blest 
position  in  Christ,  what  they  possess  in  Him,  the  Lord  their 
righteousness ;  they  delight  to  contemplate  that  they  are  partakers 
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of  the  cUvine  natoie,  and  that  they  were  blessed  with  all  spiritual 
blesnngs  in  heavenly  places  in  Cbnst  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world ;  they  love  to  be  in  the  banquetiog^house,  and  they  want 
to  be  ever  hearing  of  what  Christ  is,  and  of  what  He  has  done  for 
them.  This  is  indeed  blessed !  this  makes  them  lively  in  the 
ways  of  the  Lord:  when  He  speaks  with  power,  they  lift  up  their 
beads  with  joy,  dieir  redemption  havine  arawn  so  nigh,  and  they 
sing  as  in  the  night  when  a  holy  solemnity  is  kept. 

**  Why  tlioold  the  children  of  a  king 
Go  moaming  all  thor  days  ?* 

Why  shoald  they  bow  down  their  heads  as  a  bulrush,  and  monm 
sore  like  doves,  seeing  that  Christ  is  their  eternal  portion?  I 
believe  that  none  but  living  children  of  God  know  what  true 
mourning  is,  neither  do  any  but  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord 
God  Almighty  know  what  true  rejoicing  means.  Paul  and  Silas 
could  praise  the  Lord  and  sing  of  llis  matchless  love  in  prison. 
Ah  I  the  presence  of  a  glorious  Christ  made  the  gaol  a  palace.  It 
matters  not  how  perplexing  the  road,  how  intricate  the  pathway, 
if  He  be  manifestly  present,  every  bitter  thing,  every  dark  dispen- 
sation is  forgotten.  O  t  how  sweet  i(  is  to  hear  our  Shepherd's 
voice,  and  to  feel  our  Shepherd's  power.  How  blessed  to  hear 
Him  whisper  **  It  is  I,  be  not  afraid."  When  He  giveth  quietness, 
who  then  can  make  trouble  ?  We  have  a  little  respite  from  trial 
when  He  appearp,  we  then  enter  into  rest,  peace  rules  and  reigns 
wiihin.  Child  of  God  I  speak  not  of  your  own  righteousness,  or  of 
your  own  worthiness :  may  the  Psalmist's  resolve  be  yours,  "  I  will 
make  mention  of  Thy  righteousness,  even  of  Thine  only  !"  Clothed 
with  this  robe,  arraved  thus  in  spotless  purity,  ^ou  are  meet 
and  fit  to  be  a  partaKer  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light; 
you  are  ready  at  any  moment  to  soar  away  into  His  immediate 
mresence,  to  bask  in  His  sunshine,  and  to  live  in  endless  fruition. 
O I  may  the  Lord  keep  these  truths  in  your  hearts ;  may  He  drop 
them  with  living  power  in  your  souls,  and  may  you  go  home  to 

^our  several  abodes  exulting  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoicing  that  you 
ave  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  as  a  covenant  gift.  Every 
blessing  flows  to  us  through  the  doing,  the  dyine;,  and  the  rising  of 
our '  glorious  Christ ;  as  one  has  said,  every  new  covenant  £ivor 
comes  '^  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  EmmanueL"  Without  Him 
we  are  undone,  but  having  Him,  we  possess  all  things.  What 
should  I  do  in  this  sublunary  world,  in  this  dreary  waste,  unless  I 
could  get  a  sip  of  eternity  sometimes;  unless  I  could  now  and  then 
walk  through  the  length  and  breadth  9f  Emmanuel's  land  ?  and 
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*'  If  SDch  the  flveetness  of  the  streomB, 

What  must  the  Fountain  be, 
Where  saints  and  angels  draw  their  bliss 
Immediately  from  Thee  V* 

We  now  have  fore tasteS)  sweet  earnests;  we  now  have  the  first- 
fruits  of  the  glorious  harvest ;  but  when  we  shall  see  Jesus  face  to 
face,  we  shall  sing  more  sweet,  and  in  far  higher  strains  than  we 
can  here  below.  O !  child  of  God,  what  a  glorious  and  blissful 
meeting  will  it  be  when  all  the  blood-redeemed  throng  shall  meet 
around  His  throne,  never  more  to  go  out,  never  more  to  wander. 
We  shall  then  worship  Him,  and  adore  Him,  and  still  sing  "  Unto 
Him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  bloody 
and  hath  made  us  kin^s  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father;  to 
Him  be  gloiy  and  dommion  for  ever  and  ever."  Amen. 
May  the  Lord  add  His  blessing. 


TO  OUR  FRIENDS  IN  THE  NORTH. 

f  Continued  from  our  last  J 

The  Lord  says,  **Let  Reuben  live,  and  not  die.*'  If  Reuben 
lives,  we  must  live,  and  why  ?  "  We  are  the  members  of  His 
body,  of  His  flesh,  and  of  His  bones."  Hence  the  life  of  the  Head 
is  tne  lite  of  the  body,  and  ^^  death  hath  no  more  dominion  over 
Him,"  including  all  the  members :  and  Christ  says,  **  Because  I 
live,  ye  shall  live  also." 

Cheer  up,  ye  children  of  God ;  for  Christ  is  ^ 

"  Death  of  deaths,  and  hell's  destruction  !" 

He  has  taken  the  wages  of  sin.  He  has  swallowed  up  death  in 
victory ;  and  "  there  remaineth  no  more  sacrifice  for  sm,"  and  no 
more  is  needed ;  "  for,  by  one  ofiering.  He  hath  perfected  for  ever 
them  that  are  sanctified."  Since  the  blood  of  our  Immanuel 
flowed,  the  sin  of  the  Church  has  never  arisen  before  the  great 
Jehovah's  sight  The  Lord  cannot  see  the  sin  and  the  satisfaction 
toa  Payment  hae»  been  made,  the  debt-book  is  cancelled.  What 
is  the  blessed  effect  ? 

"Now no  mbre  His  wrath  we  dread. 
Vengeance  smote  our  Surety's  head : 
Justice  now  demands  no  more, 
He  hath  paid  the  dreadful  score." 

It  is  a  most  sweet  thought  to  feel  that  we  are  out  of  debt,  and 
shall  never  be  imprisoned  for  debt :  and  it  is  also  very  blessed  to 
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remeoiber  that  it  was  not  only  9l  friend  but  a  reltioe  who  met  all 
demands  on  our  account.  He  has  not  only  met  all  charges,  and 
honorably  acquitted  His  Church,  but  has  placed  us  infinitely  above 
all  lirbilily  to  incur  another  debt  He  '^was  delivered  for  our 
offences,  and  raised  again  for  our  justification  :*'  and  has  raised  us 
up  t(>gether  with  Himself,  We,  therefore,  sit  and  sing  together 
with  Him  in  our  impregnable  fortress :  and  the  Lord  fully  approves 
of  it ;  for  He  says,  **  Let  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rock  sing :  let 
them  shout  firom  the  top  of  the  mountains :"  and  when  He  ^elJ^  us 
to  sing,  we  obey  His  voice,  and  know  of  no  better  song  tha^  jthis — 
^*  Unto  Him  who  hath  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in 
His  own  blood,  aiyi  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  Qod  and 
His  Father:  to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  jever. 
Amen.** 

But  how  often  it  is  that  our  harps  are  hung  upon  the  willows, 
and  we  do  not  seem  to  have  one  spark  of  divine  fire  in  our 
souls.  Indeed  we  have  no  evidence  of  being  alive  but  sickness. 
But  dead  persons  are  not  sick,  and  they  that  be  whole  need  not  a 
physician.  However  sick  we  may  be,  one  thing  we  are  assured 
of,  and  that  is  this,  '*  This  sickness  is  not  unto  death,  but  for  the 
fflory  of  God."  Paul  once  said  that  our  afflictions  were  not  only 
Hght,  but  of  only  a  moment's  duration.     The  poet  sings. 

"  Did  Christ  my  Lord  suffer,  and  sliali  I  repine  ? 
His  road  was  mucli  rougher,  and  darker  than  mine." 


There  is  just  this  difference  between  our  Lord's  sufferings  and 
ours — His  was  full  of  curse,  ours  full  of  blessing.  Wrath  to  the 
uttermost  was  dealt  out  to  Him,  but  love  in  all  its  fulness  is  meted 
out  to  us.     Hence  let  us  join  the  poet  in  saying, 

"  Since  all  that  I  meet  shall  work  for  my  good. 
The  bitter  is  sweet,  the  medicine  is  food : 
Though  painful  at  present,  'twill  ceaae  before  long. 
And  then  0  how  pleasant  the  conqueror's  song  !** 

Yes,  the  conqueror's  song  will  indeed  be  pleasant;  for  it  is  our 
unspeakable  delight  to  shout  victory  through  His  blood.  We  have 
redetnption  through  His  blood,  even  forgiveness  of  sins,  aocoitlk^g 
to  the  riches  of  His  grace,  to  the  praise  of  His  glory:  and  when 
the  Lord  forgives,  He  includes  all  sins,  past,  present,  and  to  eonis. 
Not  a  sin  can  we  be  the  subject  of  but  what  is  included  tin  rite 
pardon.  The  whole  of  Zion's  sins  are  atoned  by  bluod  divine. 
Hence  says  the  Holy  Ghost  by  Paul,  "  Feed  the  Church  of  God 
which  He  hath  purchased  with  His  own  blood.  This  is  immortal 
food}  and  none  but  immortal  children  can  feed  upon  it.  This  is 
strong  drink  to  him  that  is  ready  to  perish,  and  wine  to  those  who 
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are  of  heavy  hearts.  It  ie  t^  good  old  wine  of  the  kingdom  which 
goe&  so  sweetly  down.-  k  ^ihepiii^  blood  of  the  grape,  which 
cheers  the  heart  of  Godnnd'mfa^h ;  which  if  a  man  dt^l(  thereof, 
he  shall  live  for  ever.  Indeed  it  is  angel's  food,  being  ministered 
by  "  the  Angel  of  the  everlasting  covenant" 


"  'Tis  o3  and  'tis  lioiiey,  'tis  milk  and  'tis  winei 
'Tis  food  all-iminortal,  'tis  food  all  divine.*' 

How  few  have  a  relish  for  this  food  !  Why  have  we  ?  We  shonld 
have  lived  and  died  without  it,  had  it  not  been  that  we  were 
eternally  loved  in  Christ;  everlastingly  saved  in  Christ;  irreversibly 
blest  in  Christ;  called,  justified,  and  glorified  in  Christ. 

'*  Not  more  than  others  we  deserve, 
But  God  has  given  us  more;** 

for  He  has  given  us  the  life  that  now  is,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 
He  has  given  us  everything  richly  to  enjoy  in  Christ  Not  one 
good  thing  does  He  withhold  from  us  in  Christ.  Surely  we  have 
cause  to 

''  Praise  Him  for  all  that  is  past. 

And  trust  Him  for  all  that's  to  come.** 

Once  more  I  have  proved  the  faithfulness  of  my  God  in  bringing 
my  dear  wife  through  the  struggle  of  nature.  How  true  is  that 
portion — •*  He  will  save  1"  "  He  will  deliver  thee  in  six  troubles, 
and  in  seven  there  shall  no  evil  touch  thee."  How  is  this  ?  *^I 
the  Lord  will  be  unto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  about,  and  the  glory 
in  the  midst  of  her."  Hence,  **  There  shall  no  evil  befall  thee, 
neither  shall  any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelling."  How  faithful 
is  our  God !  Not  only  has  ray  wife  been  ill,  but  I  have  also  felt 
the  afflicting  hand  of  my  God.  But  I  believe  what  the  poet  sings 
is  right : 

**  Tour  days  of  trial>  then. 
Are  all  ordain'd  by  Heaven  ? 
If  He  appoints  their  number  txf. 
Ton  ne'er  shall  have  eleven." 

As  a  rule,  I  lose  all  my  religion  when  ilL  This  is  the  time  when 
most  professors  have  most,  but  they  lose  it  again  when  restored. 
However,  it  is  not  so  with  me.  I  am  then  generally  very  quiet. 
I  say  but  little,  yet  think  much ;  and  yet  my  thoughts  do  not  seem 
worth  much.  If  I  do  not  realise  much  when  ill,  I  know  what  it  is 
to  miss  what  I  have  often  enjoyed :  I  am  well  sure  I  should  never 
miss  it  if  I  had  never  enjoyed  it.  I  have  no  reason  to  find  the 
least  fault  with  the  Lord.  He  does  his  .pleasure,  and  always 
fulfils  His  purpose ;  and  He  brings  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they 
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knew  not,  leads  them  in  paths  thett  they  have  not  known,  makes 
darkness  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things  stnught.  These 
things  He  does,  and  never  leaves  or  forsakes ;  and  yet  it  seems  as 
though  He  had  forsaken  us  quite. 

''  Bat  how  can  Jobus  t>im  away? 
How  can  He  leave  His  wife,  I  say  % 
And  though  He  leaves  ail  worlds  beside. 
He  never  will  forsake  His  bride." 

I  hope  all  my  beloved  brethren  in  the  North  are  well  in  every 
sense.  Glad  should  I  be  to  see  you  all  face-to^face.  For  this  we 
must  wait  His  time,  which  sure  to  prove  the  best.  However,  it  is 
sweet  to  remember  that  "  whatsoever  two  of  you  shall  ask,  it 
shall  be  done  for  you  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

With  our  united  best  love  to  all,  believe  me,  my  dearly  beloved, 
very  fidthfoUy  and  affectionately, 

A.   WiLCOCKSON. 


THE  PATHWAY  OF  "TRUE  LIGHT." 

(Continued  from  page  200.) 

I  find  that  the  only  way  of  access  to  God  is  in  and  through  Jesus 
Christ,  by  faith  in  His  person,  blood,  and  righteousness,  without 
any  respect  whatever  to  what  we  are  in  ourselves.  The  devil 
loves  to  get  us  looking  at  self,  for  he  cares  not  what  we  are  taken 
up  with,  so  as  Christ  is  not  our  object  and  subject.  John'8ays» 
**  This  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  in  Him,  that,  if  we  ask 
anything  according  to  His  will,  He  heareth  us :  and  if  we  know 
that  He  hear  us,  whatsoever  we  ask,  we  know  that  we  have  the 
petition  that  we  desired  of  Him."  These  words  have  oilen  com- 
forted my  mind,  and  I  wish  the  people  of  God  would  ponder 
them  over.  We  know  that  the  Father  always  hears  the  Son 
(John  xi.  42),  and  if  He  always  hears  Christ  who  is  the  Head  of  - 
His  body  the  Church,  He  must  at  all  times,  upon  the  ground  of 
eternal  relationship,  hear  every  individual  member  of  the  Church; 
and  this  bv  faith  we  know,  and  thus  have  our  petitions,  whether 
we  feel  joyral  or  not.  The  Lord  will  comfort  His  Zion  by  enabling 
faith  to  see  all  fulness  in  Christ,  which  satisfies  the  heart,  cheers 
the  soul,  and  removes  the  fears  that  trouble  and  perplex  the 
mind.  How  sweet  and  precious  to  be  able  to  bring  Jesus  in  all 
His  fulness  and  suitability  in  the  hand  of  faith,  and  thus  **  make  a 
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covenant  by  sacrifice."  Surely  if  we  are  made  *•  kin^  and  priests 
unto  God,"  we  have  the  blessed  privilege  to  bring  His  sin-atoning 
blood  to  the  throne  of  grace.  So  great  a  sacrifice  must  and  shall 
prevail.  The  Father  hears  Him  always.  I  love  to  get  into  this 
garden  of  grace  among  the  all-fragrant  flowers,  and  fly  from  flower 
to  flower  sucking  eternal  sweets  from  each,  bt^cause  1  have  found, 
by  holy  fellowship  and  spiritual  communion  with  Him  who  is  the 
substance,  beauty,  and  fragrance  of  every  flower,  it  is  good  to  be 
there. 

^.  Survey  the  garden  all  around. 

And  sure  I  am  it  will  be  found 
The  rod,  the  stem,  the  flower  is  He, 
Which  makes  their  fragrance  sweet  to  me. 

I  will  now  relate  another  of  my  foolish  acts.  I  sat  at  work  in 
deep  thought  one  sharp  frosty  night  in  Frebruary,  18Si9,  and  it 
came  into  my  mind  to  put  the  Lord  to  the  test,  to  either  bless  me 
or  damn  me.  I  blew  out  my  candle,  hastened  to  Norwook  Park, 
where  there  were  ponds  frozen  over,  stripped  myself  naked,  and 
crawled  on  the  ice,  having  made  up  my  mind  to  go  a  certain  dis- 
tance and  then  pray  to  the  Lord,  and  if  the  ice  broke  and  let  me 
in,  so  that  I  got  drowned,  it  should  be  a  sign  of  my  damnation ; 
but  if  not,  it  was  to  be  a  sign  of  my  salvation.  When  I  reached 
the  spot  where  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  pray,  I  thought  that  I 
heard  the  ice  crack,  and  O  the  horrors  that  seized  my  wicked 
heart !  Should  the  ice  break  and  let  me  in,  what  will  become  of 
my  poor  soul  ?  To  hell  I  shall  go,  and  become  a  companion  of 
devils.  I  could  not'stand  the  test,  and  these  words  made  my  very 
flesh  to  creep  upon  my  bones :  *'  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  living  God."  There  was  I  on  the  ice  perfectly 
naked,  shivering  with  cold,  away  from  home,  and  in  a  fearly  con- 
dition 1  I  crept  slowly  back,  was  glad  when  I  found  myself  safely 
ofi;  dressed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  returned  home  to  my  work 
with  all  the  horrors  of  the  damned  in  my  conscience,  calling 
myself  a  thousand  fools  for  my  presumption  and  folly. 

This  was  a  strong  temptation ;  one  of  Peter's  "  strange  things  ;** 
arid  it  was  a  wonder  that  I  was  not  frozen  to  death  in  my  rashhei^s. 
But  grace  reigns.      This  was  the    exclusive   reason    that   I  wSfr 
spared ;  and  I  humbly  hope  that  I  had  an  interest  in  that  amazing' 
grace,'  or  ** 

**  Sovereign  grace  o'er  sin  abounding," 

long  before  I  planned  and  committed  such  folly.  The  Lord  was 
mindful  of  and  merciful  to  me  even  then ;  therefore 
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Tke  ice,  it  could  not  break, 

Tbe  frost  oould  not  destroy. 
And  all  for  Jean's  sake. 

And  this  the  nason  why*— 
My  Bonl  in  grace's  charter  stood 
And  all  was  working  for  my  good. 

Some  of  the  people  of  God  are  so  tossed  upon  the  waves  of  trouble, 
plagued  with  sin,  harassed  by  the  tempter,  and  straitened  in  cir- 
cumstances, that  they  are  brought  to  a  place  called  "  Wits'end," 
where  they  find  all  their  schemes  crossed,  plans  frustrated,  inward 
and  outward  idols  tumbled  down,  and  all  in  and  about  them  as 
dark  as  pitch.  Such  '^strange  things"  befall  them,  they  know  not 
what  to  do,  what  or  where  they  are. 

And  this  is  just  the  yery  spov 
Which  my  poor  sool  has  not  forgot, 

The  wormwood  and  the  gall, 
When  I  haye  seen  snrprising  grace. 
And  sins  as  Uack  as  hell,  and  hase* 

But  lore  foigaye  them  all. 

And  I  do  and  will  bless  the  Lord  for  iiut  letting  me  have  my 
own  way. 

Mr.  rhillips  became  very  popular  at  the  old  chapel,  and  many 
were  baptised,  and  nearly  tne  w  nole  of  the  congregation  was  made 
up  of  Freewillers  and  General  Baptists,  but  uuder  a  Particular 
Baptist  name ;  and  as  there  was  no  test  of  membership,  the  door 
was  open  for  all  sorts.  Hence,  how  could  they  but  prosper! 
The  world  will  love  its  own ;  and  there  was  much  of  this  love 
among  them,  and  not  a  Hyper  to  trouble  them.  These  Hypers 
always  have  been  and  ever  will  be  troublesome ;  for  it  is  needful 
that  offences  come.  Yes,  it  is  absolutely  needfiil;  for  it  shows 
decision,  faithfulness,  and  sincerity  in  every  true  spiritual  defender 
of  the  truth.  Though  I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  old  test  embodied 
in  the  five  points,  yet  I  think  there  ought  to  be  some  test ;  and 
life  in  the  soul  I  believe  is  sufficient,  l^is  brings  to  my  mind  a 
case  connected  with  our  room,  which  I  did  not  approve  of.  It 
was  this :  A  plain  poor  old  woman  was  wishful  of  joimng  in  church 
membership,  and  as  we  held  open  communion  there  was  no  objec- 
tion raised  on  that  account.  Two  of  the  so-called  strongest  in 
faith  and  clearest  in  doctrine  were  deputed  to  wait  upon  her,  in 
order  to  report  her  experience  to  the  Church  ;  but  they  greatly 
troubled  the  old  woman's  mind  in  trying  her  with  the  doctrine  of 
election;  and  because  she  did  not  grow  up  into  Christ,  like  a 
mushroom,  in  one  day,  and  could  not  understand  the  doctrine,  she 
was  rejected.     Now,  from  what  little  1  knew  of  her,  she  evidendy 
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had  a.  desire  to  be  saved,  loved  the  Saviour,  and  relished  our 
preaching ;  apd  there  is  no  doubt  that  she  was  a  babe  in  grace. 
We  tiave  no  right  to  expect  all  the  children  to  enter  the  Church 
six  feet  high  in  doctrine.  For  my  part,  I  am  satisfied  to  find  them 
six.  fpet  deep,  I  cainnot  say  that  I  like  tp  thus  turn  the  lame  out 
of  the  way,  making  the  heart  of  those  sad  whom  the  Lord  has 
not  made  sad*  The  people  of  God  do  not  jump  fix)m  the  cradle 
into  the  King's  chariot;  neither  do  they,  like  Jonah's  gourd, 
spring  up  in  one  night ;  and  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  child 
of  grace  cannot  learn  doctrine  until  it  be  drawn  firom  the  breast 
and  weaned  firom.  the  milk.  While  they  are  young  and  tender  it 
is  best  to  feed  them  with  milk,  and  not  with  meat;  and  if  they 
Ipve  "  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word,"  I  think  it  to  be  a  true  and 
infallible  sign  of  spiritual  life  in  the  soul.  Such  must  have  time 
allowed  them  to  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  When  I  nrst  went  to  school,  I  began  with  A,  6,  C,  I  was 
some  time  before  I  could  effectually  learn  the  first  letter  A,  or 
Alpha :  but  I  did  in  time  (His  own  time)  by  grace  plainly  see,  and 
feel  too,  that  my  blessed  Jesus  is  indeed  the  First  in  all  His  deal- 
ings of  love  and  m^rcy  with  my  souL  He  first  drew  the  plan  of 
mercy,  made  free  and  clear:  the  channel  of  mercy ;  first  Drought 
mercy  iiiio  my  hearty  and  ever  since  has  been  the  first  in  every 
revival,  refi-eshing,  and  application  of  mercy:  yea,  every  spring  of 
hppe,^  joy,  and  peace,  is  first  frona  Himt^;  but  when,  by  His 
teaching,  1  reached  the  last  letter,  Omega,  my  soul  was  delighted 
to.  fiiid  Him  not  only  the  First,  but  the  I^ast  too  of  all  Jehovah's 
vast  designs  of  grace,  the  beginning  of  all  co'i'enant  grace.  Precious 
Jesus,  thou  art  all  in  all,  and  thou  art  worthy  of,  and  shalt  have, 
i^P  the  praise,  all  the  glory,  of  my  salvation ;  but  I  was  long,  very 
long,  before  1  coul^  truly  and  experimentially  join  even  the  two 
first  letters.  A,  B,  and  spell  them  in  feeling  and  joy.  Indeed,  I 
find  to  this  c^ay  it  requires  jgrace^  great  grace,  effectual  grace,  to 
join  the  letters,  ABBA ;  but  when  by  gracious  help  I  do  spell  this 
sweet  combination,  how  unspeakably  sweet,  to  say  in  the  spirit  of 
adoption,  "Abba,  Father,**  "my  Lord  and  my  God."  Mark, 
beloved,  Abba  either  way  is  the  same  :  begin  where  you  will,  and 
-why  ?  Because  He  is  the  first,  and  the  last.  Now,  since  I  wad  so 
:long  in  coming  to  this  blessed  point,  I  cani^ot  expect  every  "new 
born  babe"  to  learn  the  whole  alphabet,  and  to  read' the  dictionary 
of  grace  in  one  day.  Our  loving  Shepheid  "carries  the  lambs  in 
His  bosom,"  "  and  gently  leads  those  who  are  with  young ;"  and 
the  great  apostle  Paul  fed  the  weak  with  milk  as  they  were  able 
to  bear  it.  I  can  assure  you,  beloved,  I  did  not,  when  first  1  went 
to  school,  learn  arithmetic  all  at  once.     I  knew  little  or  nothing 
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of  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  division,  and  the  rule  of 
three,  before  I  learned  my  numbers  in  rotation,  though  I  have  since, 
blessed  be  God,  understood  some  little  of  the  blessed  golden  rule 
of  three ;  and  some  little,  through  grace,  of  the  square  root,  and 
the  cube  root  too.  After  I  became  in  some  small  measure  ac- 
quainted with  the  numbers,  somehow  or  other  I  became  fond  of  the 
number  one.  I  truly  loved  this  number.  I  found  it  lovely  to 
dwell  in  meditation  on  the  eternal,  priecious,  and  undivided  One. 
I  saw  and  loved  the  unity  of  my  ever-adorable  and  ever-loving 
Jesus— one  with  the  Father,  one  with  the  Spirit,  and  one  with  the 
Church.  How  lovely  to  consider  us  poor  cyphers  united  to,  and 
one  with,  Jesus  the  eternal  ONEL  I  do  indeed  love  to  think  of 
and  dwell  upon  it  Take  so  many  cyphers,  say,  00,000,000,  what 
do  they  amount  to?  Why,  just  nothing ;  but  add  the  etemsd  1  to 
them,  and  what  a  glorious,  full,  and  complete  number  I  How  He 
substantiates  every  cypher  into  millions !  Yes,  all  our  value,  all 
our  substance,  all  our  comeliness,  is  for  ever  found  in  Jesus :  His 
fulness  filleth  all  in  all :  all  is  an  empty  void  without  Him. 

Having  got  a  little  insight  into  a  few  lovely  numbers,  especially 
this  inxepressible  ONE,  and  the  incomprehensible  THREE,  or 
the  eternal,  glorious,  and  mysterious  three  in  <me^  unity  in  trinity 
and  trinity  in  unity,  I  feel  lost  in  the  greatness,  goodness,  and  glory 
of  the  mystery. 

After  learning  these  in  the  appointed  measure,  I  entered  into 
addition,  and  after  a  little  insight  into  this  rule,  I  found,  and 
feelingly  too,  how  blessed  to  see  and  feel  how  gently  Jesus  leads 
His  litUe  ones  step  by  step,  adds  to  them  a  little  nelp,  a  little 
strength,  a  little  comfort,  a  little  light,  a  little  &ith,  as  they  are 
able  to  receive  it ;  and  as  their  strength  and  faith  increase,  He 
blessedly  adds  a  few  trials  and  troubles  in  proportion  to  their 
strength ;  but  He  always  remembers  to  add  peace  and  comfort  as 
well ;  and  as  He  still  suffers  the  enemy  to  harass,  perplex,  and  tempt 
them.  He  will  not  allow  them  to  be  tempted  above  what  they  are 
able  to  bear ;  but  will,  with  the  temptation,  also  make  a  way  for 
escape,  that  they  may  be  able  to  bear  it,  by  adding  a  little  more 
faith,  hope,  aud  strength,  which  is  "a  very  blessed  help  in  trouble;" 
"  for  as  their  days,  so  shall  their  strength  be,"  which  proves  it  is 
all  by  rule.  Yes,  it  is  all  according  to  rulej  and  this  we  must  go 
through :  and  when  we  are  in  some  measure  able  to  woik  this  rule, 
we  may  take  Peter's  advice,  and  "  add  to  our  faith  virtue,  and  to 
virtue  knowledge,  and  to  knowledge  temperance,  and  to  temperance 
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beauty :"  and  this  perfection  of  beauty  is  fetched,  by  "  precious 
faith,"  out  of  Him  who  is  the  beauty  of  beauties,  "  the  chiefest 
among  ten  thousand,  and  the  altogether  lovely," 

And,  now,  when  I  had  gone  through  addition,  it  was  needful 
to  enter  into  subtraction.  This  rule  is  not  so  pleasant  to  babes  in 
grace  just  at  first ;  they  don't  like  their  comforts,  etc..  taken  firom 
them ;  nevertheless,  when  "the  girdle  of  truth"  has  braced  up  their 
loins,  they  will  truly  love  even  this  rule.  Job  seems  well  schooled 
and  blessedly  taugnt  in  both  these  rules  after  the  devil  had  told 
Jehovah  that  lie  in  chap.  1.  ii.  "  Put  forth  thine  band  now,  and  he 
will  curse  thee  to  thy  ^e  ;^'  but  hear  what  Job  said,  chap,  i.  21 : 
<<  The  Lord  gave  (there's  addition),  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away 
(there's  subtraction),  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Now  you 
see  who  the  liar  is,  "  In  all  this  Job  sinned- not,  nor  charged  God 
foolishly."  Job  had  got  at  the  marrow,  and  well  understood  both 
were  needful  in  the  Lord's  time  and  way,  notwithstanding  the 
lying  lip  of  the  devil.  Job  could  not  "chaige  God  foolishly," 
because  he  well  knew  that  "  He  giveth  no  account  of  His  matters :" 
and  all  taught  like  Job  know  too. 

He  gives  a  blessing  when  He  pleasoi 

Then  takes  those  joys  away, 
Thus  to  folfil  His  own  decrees, 

And  this  will  make  them  say, 
In  brightest  day,  in  darkest  night, 
All  shall  be  wiedl ;  lor  all  is  right 

{To  be  continued.) 
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I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lires, 

My  God,  my  hope,  my  trust  $ 
And  when  to  me  His  peace  He  gives, 
I  feel  assured  He  never  leaves. 
But  cleaveth  to  His  dust 

In  bonds  of  everlasting  love, 

He  binds  my  heart  so  tight, 
No  powers  below,  no  powers  above, 
Oan  sever  me,  His  spotless  dove. 

Deprive  me  of  my  right 

I'm  His  by  lovot  by  blood,  and  pow'r, 

My  dwelling  is  His  heart : 
He  never  sleeps  a  day,  an  hour. 
But  shields  His  plant,  protects  His  flower. 

In  short,  we  never  part. 


He  sometimes  seems  a  little  way 

Beyond  the  reach  of  caB, 
And  dien  I  wait,  and  watch,  and  pray. 
And  wonder  much  what  can  delay, 

The  footsteps  of  my  All. 

But  back  He  comes,  o'er  hSl  and  dale. 

So  much  to  my  relief 
And  proves  once  more,  though  in  the  vale. 
That  His  compassion  cannot  fiul. 

Although  He  causeth  grief. 

He  bids  my  sorrow  turn  to  joy. 

He  wipes  the  rolling  tear. 
My  heart  is  fiU'd  with  sweet  employ. 
No  foes  around  me  can  annoy, 

I'm  rais'd  above  a  fear.  A.  W. 


